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Approvals: Dir:  ED:  ADM:  DM:  
 

Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development 
BRIEFING NOTE FOR MINISTER 

Ref #:  155283 
FOR DECISION 

 
Date:  March 18, 2014 

 
Title:  Richmond Olympic Experience 
 
Issue:  $500k Funding Request from the City of Richmond 
 
Background:   
 
The City of Richmond has secured the rights to become the first North American member of the 
International Olympic Committee’s Museum network (the Olympic Museum is located in Lausanne, 
Switzerland and there are 22 worldwide member museums). 
 
The City of Richmond has secured $6.86 million in funding primarily from the City and the private sector 
and is now seeking $500k from each of Heritage Canada and the province.  
 
Mandate Considerations:   
 
The Museum will support the local tourism economy consistent with the objectives of government’s 
Five Year Strategy for Tourism in British Columbia (the Lausanne museums attracts close to 250,000 
visitors annually). 
 
Liquefied Natural Gas Considerations:   
 
None. 
 
Fiscal Considerations:   
 

Discussion:   
 
The original scope of the project was a $5.6 million capital outlay.  However, the community and private 
sector support for the project was unexpected and $6.9 million has already been raised.  The scope and 
quality of the project has expanded.  
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Options:   
 

Recommendation:

Honourable Coralee Oakes, Minister  Date: 
     
  Approved / Not Approved   

Contact: Margo Ross 
Telephone: 250-356-7168 

i:\sport\branch directory\280-20 - briefing notes\155283 - richmond olympic experience.docx \ 
Last update:24/12/2014 - Ross, Margo CSCD:EX 
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City of 
Richmond 

March 11,2014 

The HDnourable Cora lee Oakes 
Minister of Community SpOlt and Cultural Development 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, Be V8V lX4 

Dear Minister Oakes: 

Re: Richmond Olympic Experience 

Malcolm D, Brodie 
Mayor 

691'1 r'D.3 RDad 
Richmond, BC V6Y 2C1 

T"lepilon,,: 604-276-4123 
Fax No: 604-276·4332 

www.rlchrnond.("Q 

It is my pleasure (0 introduce the Richmond Olympic Experience (ROE). The ROE is one 
of only 22 International Olympic Committee endorsed Olympic and sport museums in the 
world and is the first to be located in North America. This exciting project will provide 
16,000 square feet of dynamic museum and interactive displays throughout and 
immediately outside the Richmond Olympic Oval and will integrate best practices from the 
most dynamic and inspirational museums. 

The total confirmed capital (cash) budget for the ROE project is $6.86 million, not 
including anticipated grant funding frol11 Heritage Canada (application is presently in 
process) in the amollnt 0[$500,000 or the matching $500,000 grant we presently seek from 
the Province of British Columbia, Due to the number offunding contributors, the $6.86 
million ROE project budget has been divided intg" , unding categories: ;;)<. 

j, Cash from the City and Oval Corporatio : $1.2 7 million We? 
ii. Cash il'om commercial sponsorships and Ism: $4.785 milliolJ' 

iii. Value in Kind from the Intcrnational 91Ympic Committee (IOC) and Canaclian 
Olympic Committee (COC): (estimate) $3 • $4 million 

Approval of the grant applications at $506;000, each submittecl to the Province of British 
Columbia and Government of Cana respectively, and additional sponsorship funds, will 
ensure the ROE project achieve le target budget goal of $8 million, in addition to, and 
therefore ensuring that we ar able to fully leverage the significant level of Value in Kind 
already committed to the pr ject by the JOC and COe. 

(o.:v,<:.>1 :;:7f) Ie. 
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The ROE project is presently in the design and construction phase with the anticipated 
opening in late 2014. 

The ROE will celebrate the triumphs of our Olympic and Parulympic athletes, the memory 
of the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games, the values of the Olympic movement, 
and support our own local sport history. 

The Province of British Columbia was a vital partner in the creation of the Richmond 
Olympic Oval and the success of the 2010 Games. A partnership in the Richmond Olympic 
Experience is a logical extension. 

Accordingly, we strongly encourage the Provincc to consider participating in this project 
and request that you find time in your schedule to receive Ollr delegation. We will provide 
you with a bricfbut exciting presentation that will bring the pl'Oject to life. Perhaps some 
of your colleagues would also have an interest in our plans and we encourage YOll to invite 
them. Our delegation can travel to Victoria at a time convenient for you; however we stress 
that there is some urgency concerning om request. 

\ 

Malcoh' . Brodie 
Mayor 

pc. The Honourable TeresA. Wal, Minister of inlernnlional Trade and Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy 
and Multiculturalism 
The Honourable Linda Reid. Speaker of The Legislative Assembly ofBl'itish Columhia 
John Yap Parliamentmy Secretary to Attorney Generfll and Minister of Justice for Liquor Policy Reform 

Aus. (5) 
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RICHMOND OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE 
~/:~~, 

RICHMOND OLYMPIC OVAL 

Introducing the Richmond Olympic Experience - Coming Fall 2014 

The Richmond Olympic Experience will open at the Richmond Olympic Oval in late 2014 offering an inspiring, interactive 

journey celebrating the Olympic Spirit, evoking memories of the 2010 Olympic Winter Games and Richmond's role as a 

Venue City, and telling the story of sport in Richmond. The entire experience will encompass over 15,000 square feet of 

space throughout the Richmond Olympic Oval's three levels induding part of its outdoor surrounding grounds. 

The vision to keep the Olympic Spirit alive will be through a transformative exhibit experience that inspires excellence in 

sport, promotes community and motivates all to dream big. Visitors to the Richmond Olympic Experience will be taken 

on a journey of transformation as they follow the pursuit of the Olympic dream in a multi-media theatre; before 

continuing through a series of multi-media galleries celebrating Olympic history and Richmond's rich sporting heritage; 

and learn about the ideals of the Olympic Movement. Exhibits will feature hundreds of artefacts collected from Olympic 

and sport athletes including a collection of Olympic torches and medals. Visitors can also feel what it is like to fly off an 

Olympic ski jump, sit in the cockpit and drive a Formula 1 race car, test soccer and jumping abilities, and experience 

other thrilling, interactive sport simulations. Other features will allow visitors to explore Olympic and sport history on 

touch tables and data lounges; get a picture of themselves with an Olympic athlete; learn what lies ahead for the next 

Olympic host nation; celebrate the thousands of volunteers that helped host the Olympic Winter Games in 2010; and 

enjoy a commemorative Torch Relay trail along the Richmond Olympic Oval's outdoor plaza and surrounding grounds. 

The Richmond Olympic Experience is the first North American member of the International Olympic Committee's 

Olympic Museums Network and is collaborating with The Olympic Museum in lausanne, Switzerland and the network's 

22 worldwide member museums. 

Primary funding for the $5.6 million Richmond Olympic Experience is coming from tourism funding and corporate 

sponsorship, with additional contributions from the Richmond Olympic Oval's capital reserves and a $575,000 

contribution from the City of Richmond. 
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Richmond Olympic Experience Funding Updated: March 2014 

Total 

Confirmed Funding 
Council Approved $ 575,000 

Oval Corporation $ 1,500,000 

Tourism Funding $ 2,500,000 

Commercial Sponsorship $ 1,000,000 

Commercial Sponsorship $ 1,000,000 

Commercial Sponsorship $ 225,000 
Commercial Sponsorship $ 60,000 

Confirmed Funding Total $ 6,860,000 

Application for Funding 
Government of Canada $ 500,000 

Province of British Columbia $ 500,000 

Grand Total $ 7,860,000 

Notes: 
Other Support: 

• IOC - Significant Value-In-Kind contribution and support 

• COC - Value-In-Kind contribution and support 
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