
From: 
Sent: Tuesday, October 29,2013 12:00 
To: OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX 
Subject: New appointment for Ben Stewart 

Premier Clark, 

Please do not take us for fools. The moment Ben Stewart stepped down the first thing I said 
aloud was" I wonder what this will bring his way?". 

It is one thing to make these appointments, another to actually think we are stupid enough to 
believe the words that you speak for your reasons for this appointment. And to imply it had 
nothing to do with Ben stepping down is ludicrous. 

I was taught, and teach my children, honesty is always best. 
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-----Original Message-----
From
Sent: Wednesday, October 30,2013 10:23 
To: OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX 
Subject: trade commissioner to asia 

Ben Stewart is the best man for this job? It's political payback!. .. you couldn't get him into the 
senate? 

Sent from my iPad 
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-----Original Message-----
From: 
Sent: Wednesday, October 30,2013 09:54 
To: OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX 
Subject: Ben Stewart appointed BC Trade & Investment Commissioner 

Peeeee yeeeewww.This one really stinks. 

How cynical of anyone to think this is in any way a payoff for Ben Stewart handing over his 
gimme seat in the Okanagan. He just happens to be the most qualified person in BC for this plum 
position. Pure coincidence. How can using the public purse to pay-off a personal favour be 
considered inappropriate in any way. Perish the thought. 
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From: Michael J. Ballingall [mailto:MBaliingall@bigwhite.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 14:03 
To: OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX 
Subject: TOTA Applauds Appointment of Ben Stewart 

You may be interested in the fact it made todays paper. It's amazing what happens when you 
send something out. Happy to support. I am truly proud to have Mr. Stewart representing BC. 

Michael J. Ballingall 
Senior Vice President 
Big White Ski Resort Ltd. 
Direct Line: (250) 491-6150 
Cell: (250) 470-7350 
Email: mballingall@bigwhite.com 
Website: www.bigwhite.com 

From: OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX [mailto:Premier@gov.bc.ca] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 30,2013 I :52 PM 
To: Michael J. Ballingall 
Subject: RE: TOT A Applauds Appointment of Ben Stewart 

Thank you very much Mr. Ballingall; we will share your message with the Premier at our earliest 
opportunity. She will appreciate your feedback. 

From: Michael J. Ballingall [mailto:MBaliingall@bigwhite.com] 
Sent: October 29,2013 8:41 AM 
To: Clark.MLA, Christy 
Cc: Dawson, Ken PREM:EX; Glenn Mandziuk (ceo@totabc.com) 
Subject: TOTA Applauds Appointment of Ben Stewart 

Good Morning Premier, 

On behalf of the 3,500 stakeholders who make up the Thompson Okanagan Tourism 
Association, I'd like to congratulate you and your government on the appointment of Mr. Ben 
Stewart to the post ofInvestment and Trade Commissioner, Asia. You can't imagine our relief to 
know we will have a familiar face in one of our most crucial emerging markets for tourism in 
British Columbia. As you are well aware, tourism is the number one economic engine for the 
Thompson Okanagan, and China and the surrounding countries are becoming more and more 
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important to our growth. Mr. Stewart's appointment has made it just that much more famil-rarfor 
us to put people on the ground, shake some hands and write some deals. 

Once again congratulations from all of us at TOT A. 

Michael J. Ballingall 
Chairman 
Thompson Okanagan Tourism Association 
Direct Line: (250) 491-6150 
Cell: (250) 470-7350 
Email: mballingall@bigwhite.com 
Website: www.bigwhite.com 
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From
Sent: Friday, November 1,2013 8:23 AM 
To: OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX 
Subject: Commissioner to Asia 

Hi Ms Clark 

I missed the Job posting for The Trade Commissioner to Asia that Mr Stewart now has. Where 
was it posted? 

I would have been interested in applying for that position. 
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From:
Sent: Friday, November 1,2013 15:23 
To: OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX 
Subject: Ben Stewart's Appointment 

Dear Ms. Clark 

I am writing to express my absolute disgust with the appointment of Ben Stewart to the post of 
Investment and Trade Commissioner in Beijing. When Mr. Stewart relinquished his seat so you 
could run I believe you said he did it because he had character. Well now we find out his 
character isn't so deep nor is your integrity. You had the perfect opportunity with your newly 
elected majority to actually change the face of politics in this country by doing what's right for 
the citizens rather than what's best for Christy Clark and the party. I was hoping that sometime 
during my lifetime I would experience a period of good government where politics and the 
accompanying greed for power and money would be set aside in favour of just doing what's 
right for the citizens. The concept of doing what's right sounds so simple to me but then I have 
integrity. I thought you might have an ounce of integrity and that's why I voted for you. 
Unfortunately it appears that I was wrong. Never again will I vote for the Liberal Party or you. 
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From:
Sent: Friday, November 15,2013 00:52 
To: OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX 
Subject: Re: Opportunity 

Hi premier, 

Thank you very much for your email! 

How can I contact Mr. Ben Stewart? 

Best Regard! 

2013111112 OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX <Premier@gov.bc.ca> 
http://www.newsroom.gov.bc.cal20 13/1 O/bc-announces-appointment -of-an-investment -and
trade-commissioner.html 

Hello have you had a chance to read the above announcement about Ben Stewart and 
the important work he will be doing to enhance trade with Asia? Once his office is set up in 
Beijing, he will be working hard to promote BC and BC products in Asian markets. We will let 
him know of your interest as well. 

It was good to hear from you. 

From: 
Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 9:49 AM 
To: OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX 
Subject: Opportunity 

Dear premier, 
Chinese wine market is growing rapidly, but it is very hard to find BC wine in China----one of 
the biggest markets in the world 
Now Chinese government is building WESTERN INTERNATIONAL WINE TRADE CENTER 
in Xi'an City which is proud of world famous Terracotta Warriors and Silk Road. Xi'an City is 

two. They hold International Wine Festival on May 25th every year. It is a good 
opportunity for us to export our BC wine to China. See attached Google Drive video file. 
Can we rangiest a brand name "BC Wine" and export our BC wine to China? I have full time job 
at I really want to introduce our BC wine to China, especially fantastic wine from 
Kelowna. 

Best Regard! 
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western international wine trade center video 

-----
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Honourabic KEv,! fvhHJt1-S00 

GOYCnl0r of G) eonggi Pro\ incc 
Hyowon-Ro. Paldal-Gu. SU\\'on City 
Gyeonggi Province 
Republic of Korea 442- 781 

Dear Honomab1e Governor KIM: 

I hope this letter finds you in good health. 

As you know. I will lead a trade and investment mission to Korea later this month. During that 
time, I very much look forward to visiting Suwon to meet with you and celebrate the 5th 

anniversary of Gyeonggi-British Columbia sister province relations. 

In the meantime, I am pleased to inform you that I have appointed Ben Stewart as the Province's 
high level official representative on the ground in Asia. Mr. Stewart will represent and promote 
British Columbia in meetings with government officials in Korea and other priority markets in 
Asia, including acting as an official signatory for the Province as needed. Working in 
coordination with British Columbia's existing in-market Trade and Investment Representatives 
in Seoul and other major centres, Mr. Stewart's role as British Colmnbia's Representative in 
Asia will allow economic decision-makers direct access to my government. 

Mr. Stewart will report to me and my Minister for International Trade, Teresa Wat. While 
generally responsible for Asia, his focus will be on Korea, Japan and China, with a particnlar 
emphasis on LNG opportunities. Please see the attached news release for additional details: 

http://wwm.news.gov.bc.ca/news releases 2013-2017!2013PREMOl13-00 1623.htm 

Mr. Stewart will also accompany me on my mission to Korea. With his addition to British 
Colmnbia's trade and investment team, I am confident we will be able to build on om many 
successes to take om sister province relationship to a higher level for the mutual benefit of the 
citizens of both om provinces. 

Office of the 
Premier 

Web Site: 
www.gov.bc.ca 

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 9041 Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria Be 'law 9E1 

.../2 

Location: 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria 
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I look forward to seeing YOll in a fe\\ weeks' time. Please accept my \\atmest best wishes to you 
and your family 

Sincerely. 

pc: Honourable Teresa Wat. Minister ofInternational Trade, Government ofBC 
Ben Stewart, BC Representative in Asia and Investment and Trade Commissioner 
Shannon Baskerville, Deputy Minister of International Trade 
Athana Mentzelopoulos, Deputy Minister of Government Communications and 
Public Engagement and Intergovernmental Relations Secretariat 
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;--i'.'!lULctble /: l\ > Xi,-,-oJnn 
lit.1\',- rThlr uf Cn_;,-mgdong Province 
(Ju:..mgct,)Jl':; Fn~\:lgn On'ico: 
-1.5 ShaiTlian Street 
Ciu(1JlIhou :; 1 U l.iO 
People', R,'puhlic of China 

D-.:ur Ilonourahlc Governor ZHl> 

I \\Tite in fi)IJo\\" up to my letter or October 30, 2013. I hope )"OU arc \\d\. 

/-\:" you 1\110\\, my government is committed to enhancing trade. invcsnllenl and governme-ru-w
d.()\ crnment links \\-ith Guangdong Provlnce and China. I welcome- your actiyt.' support fiH 
deepening cooperation between our provincc':s, and hope that you will be ahle- to visit British 
Columbia in 2014 to take early advantage ofnur upcoming 20,1, anniversary in 2015 to rcl1e\\- our 

fric-ndly sister province relations. 

In lhe meantime. I am pleased to intonn you that] have appoil11ed Ben Stewart as !Sritish 
Columbia's Representative in Asia. Me. Stewan will represent and promote Flritish Columbia in 
meetings with goyerl11nent otTidals in China and priority markets in Asia, including acting as an 
"fticia! signatory for the Provinet· as needed, Working in coordination with British Columbia's 
existing in-market Trade and Investment Representatives, 'VIr. Stewart's role as the Province's 
high level otTlcial representative on the ground in China will allow economic decision-makers 
direct access to nly governmenl. 

:vir. Stewart will be located at British Columbia's Trade and Inwslment Representative Office in 
Beijing. and report to me and my Minister for International Trade, the Honourable Teresa \Val. 
While generall\ responsible for Asia, his t'lcUS will be on China. Japan and Korea, with a 
panicular emphasis on L:-.IG opportunities. Please see the attached ne\\s release lor additional 
detai],: 

httnj!",ww2.news.gO\.bc.calnews releases 2013-2017/20 J 3PREMO] J 3-001 623.ht111 

Otfic~ of the 

Premier 
Web Site: 
W'\I\\{.gOY.bC Cd 

MaHing Addtess/ 
PO Bex 9041 Sf;-, i-'roJ GDv1 
ViCtotia Be V8W 9E-

Location; 
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?v'lr. Ste\\dn \\ ill a[sn accoll1pan::: \'iinisttr \Val when she travels to Guangzhnu on m~, hehalf 
later thi~ 11',,0I1tl1. to extend greetings and commence discussion:'> \\ ith your gO\ crnnH:nt \.)11 h("I\\ to 
mJvancc 1\\0-\\-([) trade and investment and deepen cooperation bl.'1\\r.:en our r)rovincc~, 

\Vlth the addiliun of .. Sk\vart to British Cnlumbia's trade and Investment tearn in Chll~;L J am 
confident \' ... -~~ \A/iIi be able to build on our many successes and take our sister province 
relation:,hip to d higher leu~1 that Isorks l~)r th.-: mutual beneJlt of the citizens of both our 
pr(IVU1CCS. 

Please accept !11Y wannest best \vishes to you and y:our famiiy, 

J- \ i~ 

·Dl1f~l\ Clark 
Premier ) 

pc: Honourable Teresa Wat, Minister ,)f International Trade, Government ,,[ Be 
Ben Stewart BC Representative in Asia and Investment and Trade Commissioner 
Shannon Baskerville, Deputy Minister oflntemational Trade 
Athana \icntzelopoulos, Deputy 'Vlinister of Govermnent Communications and 
Puhlic Fngagement and Intergovernmental Relations Secretariat 
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Office of the 

Premier 
Web Slie: 
www.gOy.I::X::.Cd 

Mamng Address': 
PO Box 9041 Stn P~Oy GO\'l 

Victoria 8e vaw 9E4 

Location: 
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November 6, 2013 

The Honourable John Baird 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON KIA OA6 

Dear Minister Baird: 

C
BRITISH 
OLUMBIA 

Fax: (613) 996-9880 

I would like to congratulate you and International Trade Minister Ed Fast for successfully 
concluding an agreement in principle for the Canada-European Union Comprehensive Economic 
and Trade Agreement (CETA). As you know, British Columbia has been supportive ofCETA as 
we believe this agreement will strengthen our historic economic linkages with European partners 
and create jobs for all Canadians. 

British Columbia is also committed to growing jobs through enhanced trade and investment links 
with the rising economies of the Asia Pacific region. I applaud your active engagement with 
China, including your recent missions in July and October 2013, as well as your commitment to 
deeper cooperation with Asian' partners through a variety of bilateral and multilateral 
mechanisms. 

In order to advance British Columbia's trade and economic interests in Asia, I have appointed 
Ben Stewatt as the Province's high level official representative on the ground. Mr. Stewart will 
represent and promote British Columbia in meetings with government officials in priority 
markets in Asia, including acting as an official signatory for the Province as needed. Working in 
coordination with our existing in-market Trade and Investment Representatives, Mr. Stewatt's 
role as British Columbia Representative in Asia and Investment and Trade Commissioner wil.l 
allow economic decision-makers direct access to our government. 

Mr. Stewatt will report to me and my Minister for International Trade, the Honourable Teresa 
Wat. While generally responsible for Asia, his focus will be on China, Japan and Korea, with a 
particular emphasis on LNG oppOltunities. Please see the attached news release for additional 
details: 

http://www2.news.gov.bc.calncwsreleases2013-2017/2013PREMOI13-001623.htm 

Office of the 
Premier 

Mailing Address: 
World Trade Centre 
740· 999 Canada Place 
Vancouver Be V6G 3E1 

.. .12 

Page 18 
OOP-2014-00015



2 

I would like to request your support and the Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and 
Development's assistance in ensuring the success of Mr. Stewart's appointment. Our intent is to 
strengthen our shared purpose and to assist with the good work being done by federal officials 
notably in Canada's embassies and consulates in Asia. I would appreciate it if you would please 
notifY your counterparts in Asian countries, especially Ministers responsible for foreign affairs, 
of Mr. Stewart's appointment, in order to ensure that Canada is seen as speaking with one voice 
by our partners. I would also request your support in providing this information to Canadian 
Ambassadors, Consuls General, and other scnior officials in your department responsible for 
relations in the Asia Pacific region. 

I am confident we will work together to grow economic opportunities and jobs for British 
Columbians and all Canadians. 

pc: Honourable Ed Fast, Minister of International Trade, Government of Canada 
Daniel Jean, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Government of Canada 
Honourable Teresa Wat, Minister of International Trade, Government ofBC 
His Excellency Mackenzie Clugston, Ambassador of Canada to Japan 
His Excellency David Chatterson, Ambassador of Canada to Korea 
His Excellency Guy Saint-Jacqnes, Ambassador of Canada to China 
Ben Stewart, BC Representative in Asia and Investment and Trade Commissioner 
Shannon Baskerville, Deputy Minister ofInternational Trade 
Athana Mentzelopoulos, Deputy Minister of Government Conununications and 
Public Engagement and Intergovernmental Relations Secretariat 
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4;. BRITISH 
COLUMBIA 

----- ----

NEWS RELEASE 
For Immediate Release 
2013PREMOl13-001623 
Oct. 28, 2013 

Office of the Premier 

Ministry of International Trade 
and Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and 

Multiculturalism 

B.C. announces appointment of an investment and trade commissioner 

VANCOUVER - Premier Christy Clark is appointing an investment and trade commissioner to 
promote and advance British Columbia's trade and economic interests and strengthen the 
Province's government-to-govemment relationships in Asia. 

"This is a crucial time in our trade relations with Asia and we want to strengthen the ties that 
attract new investment to British Columbia," said Premier Clark. "The appointment of Ben 
Stewart sends an important signal to these markets -we want to be your partner in business. 
That is why we are stepping up our game, increasing our government's presence in Asia and 

making clear this is a priority for us." 

The investment and trade commissioner will represent and promote British Columbia In 
meetings with government officials in our priority markets In Asia, including hosting and acting 

as an official signatory for the Province. 

"One of the keys to doing business In our priority markets Is building and sustaining 
relationships, especially government to government relationships," said International Trade 
Minister Teresa Wat. "This appointment will allow key decision-makers to have direct access to 
a senior government official,which is a critical part of successfully doing business in Asia." 

While British Columbia has the most diversified Asia-oriented economy In Canada, the Province 
Is continuing efforts to increase the opportunity that Asia presents. The appointment of an 
investment and trade commissioner is another component of British Columbia's multifaceted 
international development effort. 

Two backgrounders follow. 

Contacts: Sam Oliphant 
Press Secretary 
Office of the Premier 
250952-7252 

Blair Phelps 
Communications Director 
Ministry of International Trade and Responsible for 
the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism 
250356-7104 

Connect with the Province of B.C. at: www.gov.bc.ca/connect 
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BACKGROUNDER 1 
For Immediate Release 
2013PREMOl13-001623 
Oct. 28, 2013 

Quotes: 

Mayor Gregor Robertson, City of Vancouver-

Office of the Premi er 

Ministry of International Trade 
a nd Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and 

Multiculturalism 

"Appointing a B.C. commissioner fortrade and investment will help strengthen our growing ties 
in China, and raise Vancouver's stature as the Asiangatewayfor BC even more. Our city has 
longstanding connections with China that are growing our economy and bolstering business 

investment across the Pacific." 

"With Vancouver's largest-ever business and cultural delegation set to visit China later this 
week, appointing Mr. Stewart will reinforce our efforts to support Vancouver companies in 

expanding into Chinese markets." 

Greg D'Avlgnon, president and CEO, BC Business Councll-

"To do business in Asia, a strong government-to-government relationship is necessary. As 
we work with the provincial government to develop the Asian head office strategy, a senior 
representative on the ground will help open doors and make key contacts to help bring 
these opportunities home. Ben Stewart brings a strong record and valuable experience to 

the role." 

John Ralston Saul, author and essaylst-

"I have travelled internationally with Ben Stewart and seen him representing the B.C. wine 
industry and Canadian wine in general. I was always Impressed by the calm and common 
dignity with which he put forward our interests; to say nothing of the determination and 
ingenuity with which he made his arguments. Even more impressive, he was able to advance 
the cause of a specific industry in a way which reflected positively on the general reputation of 

both B.C. and Canada, and so on the full range of our products and ideas. I think he will make a 
very fine trade commissioner for British Columbia." 
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Len Pennachetti, president and founding partner, Cave Spring Cellars-

"I have known Ben Stewart for more than 20 years. During our time on the board of the 
Canadian Wine Institute, Ben was instrumental in the creation of the World Wine Trade Group, 
and negotiations that led to several multinational trade agreements. His experience and insight 
into managing international trade agreements makes him exceptionally well qualified for his 

new appointment. He'll be a great champion for trade with British Columbia." 

Christian Lapointe, former Canadian Ambassadorand career diplomat-

"I remember Ben Stewart spending long hours at the Canadian Pavilion at VINEXPO (the most 
important global market place for wine and spirit) in Bordeaux, introducing B.C. wines to 
international buyers, as a key facilitator of strategic alliances with South American wine 
institutions, and his significant contributions in building and expanding the international market 
strategy for the British Columbia Vinters Quality Alliance. From the beginning of his career, he 
has demonstrated an understanding of the economic benefits of developing foreign markets for 
Canadian products." 

Jim Hewitt, former B.C. agriculture minister-

"I met Ben when I was Minister of Agriculture when he was just starting out with his winery. 
Since then, he's proven himself as a businessman, and as someone who can make things 
happen across international borders. His business and government experience make him veri 
well suited to his new position in Asia." 

Contacts: Sam Oliphant 
Press Secretary 
Office ofthe Premier 
250952-7252 

Blair Phelps 

Communications Director 
Ministry of International Trade and 
Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and 
Multiculturalism 
250 356-7104 

Connect with the Province of B.C. at: www.gov.bc.ca/connect 
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BACKGROUNDER 2 
For Immediate Release 
2013PREMOl13-001623 
Oct. 28, 2013 

1. Objective 

Office of the Premier 
Ministry of International Trade 

and Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and 
Multiculturalism 

Terms of Reference 

• To appoint a senior government official representative located in Beijing to promote and 
advance British Columbia's trade and economic interests and strengthen government to 

government relationships in Asia. 

2. Business Rationale 
• With the tremendous economic growth in Asia, BC recognizes that strengthening ties is 

important to attract new investment, increase trade and create jobs at home. 
• The province's trade and Investment representatives have been doubled as part of the 

BC Jobs Plan, which is generating more trade and investment leads and opportunities. 
• We need to take advantage of these increased opportunities and convert them into 

investment and trade deals here in British Columbia. 

• In Asia, building stronger, closer and more sustained government to government 
relationships Is a critical part of successfully doing business. 

• Business success in Asia requires being seen alongside and together with government, 
taking advantage of vehicles like government to government memorandums of 

understanding that establish a foundation to grow business connections, or having 
govemment officials witness business to business deals and partnership agreements. 

• Those activities require the Province of British Columbia to have a high level official 
representative on the ground in Asia, who has the authority to influence and advance 

trade and investment priorities on behalf of government. 

3. Geographic and Sectoral Scope 
• Geographic Coverage -Asia, but with a focus on China, Japan and Korea. 
• Sectoral Coverage - All jobs plan sectors, with a particular focus on LNG opportunities. 

4. Mandate / Responsibilities 
• Act as the official Province of British Columbia on-the-ground representative In Asia. 
• Report to the Minister of International Trade and Premier, and advise Ministers, 

businesses and local governments on a strategic approach to advance the province's 
trade and investment priorities In Asia. 

• Establish monthly meetings with Managing Directors of Be's Trade and Investment 
Offices In Asia and BC-based country Directors of Ministry of International Trade to 
advance key strategic trade and Investment files. 

• Foster and strengthen government to government relationships key to BC companies 
successfully doing business in Asia. 
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• Leverage and maximize key strategic opportunities identified and developed as a result 
of trade and investment missions of the Premier and Ministers. 

• Initiate and/or build strategic relationships with key companies and executives 
interested in developing, investing in or exporting Be's natural gas opportunities. 

• Lead the development and implementation of strategies to identify and attract key 
Asian companies to establish their North American head offices In Be. 

• Represent and promote the Province of British Columbia in meetings with other 
governments, businesses and stakeholders, including acting as Host where appropriate. 

• Represent and promote the Province of British Columbia atevents and activities to 
advance the Asia Pacific Trade and Investment Strategy and government trade priorities. 

• Lead the negotiation and/or development of partnerships, protocols, Memorandums of 
Understanding and/or agreements with other governments, agencies and institutions, 
including acting as official Signatory for the Province of British Columbia where required. 

5. Accountability 
• The Commissioner will report directly to the Minister of International Trade and 

Premier. 
• The Minister of International Trade will designate responsibility for day to day 

operational issues to the Deputy Minister of International Trade. 

6. Support 
• Budget, including travel, hosting, gifting, office support will be researched and assessed 
• Need for official office space in Beijing will be researched and assessed 
• Other operational support can be provided through Ministry headquarters 

7. Reporting, Outcomes and Review 
• Commissioner will track key activities, meetings and outcomes in the Ministry's 

Salesforce CRM system 

• Commissioner will develop key performance metrics in consultation with the Ministry of 
International Trade and in line with Ministry performance metrics 

• The Minister of International Trade will review the performance of the Commissioner 
annually to ensure performance objectives are achieved, and provide updates on 
activities and results. 

8. Key Working Relationships 
• Trade and Investment Representatives in-market, particularly those in China, Japan and 

Korea. 
• Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development Canada representatives in Asia. 
• Government agencies and Crowns with International mandates, such as BCFII, 

Destination BC, and Advantage BC. 
• BC Business Council 
• Key business contacts In Asia 
• KeyCanada/BC/Asia business associations (e.g. Canada China Business Council) 
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Contacts: Sam Oliphant 
Press Secretary 

Office of the Premier 
250952-7252 

Blair Phelps 
Communications Director 

Ministry of International Trade and 
Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy 
and MUlticulturalism 
250 356-7104 

Connect with the Province of B.C. at: www.gov.bc.ca/connect 
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November 6, 2013 

The Honourable Ed Fast 

BRITISH 
COLUMBIA 

Minister of Intemational Trade and Minister for the Asia Pacific Gateway 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON KIA OA6 

Dear Minister Fast: 

I would like to congratulate you and Minister of Foreign Affairs John Baird for successfully 
concluding an agreement in principle for the Canada-European Union Comprehensive Economic 
and Trade Agreement (CETA), As you know, British Columbia has been supportive ofCETA as 
we believe this agreement will strengthen our historic economic linkages with European partners 
and create jobs for all Canadians. 

British Columbia is also committed to growing jobs through enhanced trade and investment links 
with the rising economies of the Asia Pacific region. I applaud your active engagement with 
Asia, including your recent participation in APEC, Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and ASEAN 
meetings and your mission to China in October 2013, as well as your commitment to deeper 
cooperation with Asian partners through a variety of bilateral mechanisms. 

In order to advance British Columbia's trade and economic interests in Asia, I have appointed 
Ben Stewart as the Province's high level official representative on the ground. Mr. Stewart will 
represent and promote British Columbia in meetings with govemment officials in priodty 
markets in Asia, including acting as an official signatory for the Province as needed. Working in 
coordination with our existing in-market Trade and Investment Representatives, Mr. Stewalt's 
role as British Columbia Representative in Asia and Investment and Trade Commissioner will 
allow economic decision-makers direct access to our government. 

-- -
Mr. Stewart will repOlt to me and my Minister for International Trade, the Honourable Teresa 
Wat. While generally responsible for Asia, his focus will be on China, Japan and Korea, with a 
paJ1icular emphasis on LNG opportunities. Please see the attached news release for additional 
details: 

http;IIwww2.news.gov.bc.cafnews releases 2013-20l7/2013PREMOI13·001623.htm 

Office of the 
Premier 

Mailing Addr •• ., 
World Trade Centre 
740 • 999 Canada Place 
Vancouver BC V6e 3E1 

.. .12 
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2 

I would Iikc to request your support and the Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and 
Dcvelopment's assistance in ensuring the success of Mr. Stewart's appointmcnt. Our intcnt is (0 

strengthen OUl' sharcd purpose and to assist with the good work being done by federal official5 
notably in Canada's embassies and consulates in Asia. I would appreciate it if you would please 
notify your counterparts in Asian countries, especially Ministers responsible for international 
trade, of Mr. Stewart's appointment, in order to ensure that Canada is seen as speaking with one 
voice by OUl' partners. I would also request your support in providing this infoTInation to 
Canadian Ambassadors, Consuls General, and other senior officials in yoUI' department 
responsible for trade and economic relations in the Asia Pacific region. 

I am confident we will work together to grow economic opportunities and jobs for British 
Columbians and all Canadians. 

'. 

Premier 

pc: Honourable John Baird, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Government of Canada 
Simon Kennedy, Deputy Minister of International Trade, Government of Canada 
Honourable Teresa Wat, Minister ofInternational Trade, Government ofBC 
His Excellency Mackenzie Clugston, Ambassador of Canada to Japan 
His Excellency David Chatterson, Ambassador of Canada to Korea 
His Excellency Guy Saint-Jacques, Ambassador of Canada to China 
Ben Stewart, BC Representative in Asia and Investment and Trade Commissioner 
Shannon Baskerville, Deputy Minister ofInternational Trade . 
Athana Mentzelopoulos, Deputy Minister of Government Co=unications and 
Public Engagement and Intergovernmental Relations Secretariat 

-
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"',,"ember 12< 2013 

Huitt Manering, Director 
Vancouver Enterprise Centre, B BA 
Suite 850. 1050 West Pender Street 
Vancouver, BC V6E 3S7 

Dear Mr. Manering: 

BRITISH 
COLU;\IBJi\ 

Thank you for kindly providing your boardroom as a space for Francois and I to meet prior to the 
announcement of Ben Stewart as the new BC Investment and Trade Commissioner. I am sorry 
you could not join us, but Francois was a gracious host! 

I appreciate your support of our efforts and the help of everyone at the Vancouver Enterprise 
Centre. 

Office of the 
Premier 

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 9041 Stn Prov Gavt 
Victoria Be V8W 9E1 

Locati0n: 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria 

websit·e: 
www.gov.bc.ca 
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PROTOCOL 
ITINERARY 

 

 

Marc-André Ouellette, L.V.O 

Chief of Protocol and Executive Director 

  Date: November 6, 2013 

Page 1 
  
Wednesday, November 6, 2013  
Vancouver  
   
09:30 Consul General’s Briefing for Ben Stewart 

Via Telepresence 
Attendee List: Ben Stewart, Marc-André Ouellette, 
Pierrette Maranda, Don Haney, Chelsie Luciani 
 

 

10:30 Ben Stewart meeting with Seiji OKADA, Consul General of Japan  
Premier’s Vancouver Office, 
Suite 740, 999 Canada Place 
Attendee List: Ben Stewart, Seiji OKADA, Marc-André Ouellette, Naomi 
Namatame, Shom Sen 

   
11:00 Ben Stewart meeting with MAO Runlong, Deputy Consul General of China  

Premier’s Vancouver Office, 
Suite 740, 999 Canada Place 
Attendee List: Ben Stewart, Marc-André Ouellette, MAO Runlong, GAO 
Jianzheng, YUAN Zhanling, Shom Sen 

  
14:30 Ben Stewart meeting with Kie-Cheon LEE, Consul General of Korea  

Premier’s Vancouver Office, 
Suite 740, 999 Canada Place 
Attendee List: Ben Stewart, Kie-Cheon LEE, Marc-André Ouellette, Seok Woong 
KIM, Shom Sen 

  
15:00 Ben Stewart meeting with Ravi Shankar AISOLA, Consul General of India  

Ministry of International Trade 
Suite 730, 999 Canada Place 
Attendee List: Ben Stewart, Ravi Shankar AISOLA, Marc-André Ouellette, R. 
CHANDRAMOULI, Shom Sen 
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Marc-André Ouellette, L.V.O 

Chief of Protocol and Executive Director 

  Date: November 19, 2013 
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Tuesday, November 19, 2013  
Vancouver  
   
12:00 Lunch with Consul General of Japan 

Consul General’s Residence,  
3351 the Crescent 
Attendee List: Ben Stewart, Marc-André Ouellette, Shom 
Sen, Seiji OKADA, Naomi Namatame, Tomoko Shimada, 
Yasuko Samada, Kazuko Komatsui, Kiyotaka Haysashi, 
Keisake Tsujimoto 
 

 

18:30 Dinner with Consul General of China  
Shiang Garden Chinese Restaurant 
2200 – 4540 No. 3 Road, Richmond 
Attendee List: Ben Stewart, Marc-André Ouellette, Shom Sen, MAO Runlong, 
GAO Jianzheng, YUAN Zhanling 
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Marc-André Ouellette, L.V.O 

Chief of Protocol and Executive Director 

  Date: December 19, 2013 
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Thursday, December 19, 2013  
Victoria  
   
14:15 Mission De-Brief with Intergovernmental Relations Secreatariat 

Via Telepresence 
Attendee List: Ben Stewart, Pierrette Maranda, Marc-André Ouellette, Don 
Haney, Chelsie Luciani, Shom Sen 
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