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Letter of Intent has been submitted to the Ministry of Social Development and 
assessment of the proposal is underway. If accepted, Maple Ridge will then apply for 
Labour Market Development Agreement funds. 
 
To address labour needs and attract potential investors, North Fraser representatives 
have also been working with the Provincial Nominee Program (PNP). On June 27, 2013, 
PNP representatives delivered a presentation to Maple Ridge’s Economic Advisory 
Committee, including the Mayor, councillors and the Executive Director of the local 
Chamber of Commerce. An overview of the program was provided with focus on 
business immigration categories and eligibility criteria for prospective entrepreneur 
immigrants. 
 
As part of the PNP’s objective to promote immigration to regions outside of Metro 
Vancouver, and to highlight the diverse business opportunities in communities across 
BC, the BC PNP has invited community representatives to present at the bi-
monthly PNP Business Immigrations Seminars. Invest North Fraser representatives 
have delivered three presentations at the seminars this year to highlight the economic 
development potential in their communities. 
 
DISCUSSION:   
 

North Fraser representatives attest that the pilot has been a very positive experience for 
the region, expediting work on strategic initiatives. Significant progress has been made 
on components of each of the five pilot projects, with provincial staff and financial 
support, including: 
 

Mission Interpretive Forest:  
 Surfacing of first portion of Florence Lake Forest Service Road leading to proposed 

site of Tim Horton Children’s Foundation (THCF) Camp in Mission was completed in 
November 2012 (cost-shared with District of Mission). 

 Business case was completed for remaining 11.5 km road upgrade (estimated cost 
$5 million) demonstrated that timing for further work would necessitate further 
progress on camp development, including development permits. Campaign 
commitment was made to fund road upgrade in step with THCF progress. 

 Cost-sharing and continued in-kind support was offered for completion of a 
recreation master plan for the area ($25,000 of $100,000 funding request). 

 
North Fraser Tourism Corridor: 
 North Fraser tourism corridor branding strategy and brand usage guidelines was 

completed. 
 Community representatives are working with tourism stakeholders to finalize details 

of 18-month regional tourism action plan. 
 Tourism asset inventory and signage audit was undertaken. 
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 Community representatives are working with Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure on highway signage options.  
 

Pitt Meadows Airport: 
 Pitt Meadows Regional Airport (YPK) participated at the Pacific Northwest 

Aerospace Alliance trade show in Lynwood, WA, a premiere aerospace event, as 
part of BC’s exhibition in 2013. 

 Communications and marketing materials and business attraction strategy for the 
airport, including website redesign - http://www.thinkpittmeadows.ca/aviation.html 
was completed (cost shared with Pitt Meadows Economic Development Corporation, 
YPK and federal government) 

 
Centre of Excellence: 
 Business Innovation Accelerator was established in Maple Ridge through BC 

Technology Industry Association (BCTIA). 
 
Agrifoods Distribution Hub: 
 Preliminary work to develop regional agrifood distribution business model, including 

mapping of current producers and regional demands was cost shared. 
 
SUGGESTED RESPONSE/KEY MESSAGING:   
 
 I’m impressed by the dedicated and focused work of Invest North Fraser to promote 

economic development across Maple Ridge, Pitt Meadows and Mission. A regional 
approach, forward thinking and strategic action will ensure success for the North 
Fraser communities. 

 The North Fraser was the first of the three pilots to begin and I am pleased to hear 
about the progress that has been made. I am also glad to hear about your work with 
other areas of the Ministry, including representatives from the PNP. 

 I encourage you to continue working with my Ministry and keep me informed about 
outcomes. 

 
ATTACHMENTS:   
Attendee Bios 
North Fraser Pilot Project Descriptions 
 

Prepared by: Amy Schneider, Director, Economic Development Division 
Telephone: (250) 356-0784      Cell:

Reviewed by 

Dir:   ED:   ADM:   DM:   MIN:   
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