
.Underwood, Victor TRAN :EX 

from; 
Sent: 
To: 
Ce: 
Subject: 

OfliccollhePrcmier, Oflice PREM:EX 
May-27-13 10:28 AM 

Transportation, Minister TRAN:EX 
217514 - FYI RE: Commitment to hold referendums on Transit Taxes 

Thank you for your expression of support for government's e fforts. We will pass your 

comments on to Premier Chri sty Clark a t the earliest oppor tunity. 

We have also shared your comments regarding t ranSit taxation with the Min istry of 

Transportation and Inf rastructure so that yo ur' views are known t here and can be Included In 

any r elated diSCUSSions. 

Again thank YOLI for wr iting 

From: 
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 12:32 PM 
To: OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX 
Subject: Commitment to hold referendums on Transit Taxes 

Prcmier Clark, 

J am very happy that you won re-elec tion as Premier of Be. I have been pleased with how the 
Liberal party has run the province. 

However. your promise to have 
any new transit taxes pUI to a refe rendum. I have been very frustrated wilh how those taxes have 
been levied in the pas! with very li mi ted public input. 

I sincerely hope thaI you stick to thi s referendum commitment. 

With warmest regards and hope for your success. 
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Undenvood. Victor TRAN:EX 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Su bject: 

Ii i Todd, 

on behalf of Lee Haber 
<director@getonboardbc.ca> 
June-20-13 11:3 1 AM 
Transportation. Minister TRAN:EX 
2 J 7907 Meeting to Discuss Trans it Referendum 

It's Lee from GetOnBoard BC. a broad coalition advocat ing fo r better transit in the region and 
across the province. We brieOy mct at the cabinet unveiling. I support your initiative in bringing 
people and ideas togethe r and our organization would love to be a part of that. 

My inlcrcst in the transpot1ation referendum comes from both being the head of this advocacy 
group

I belicve th is referendum could be a huge win for everyone ir we get the question right. I would li ke 
to discuss with yo u the poss ibilities and challenges that come with thi s opportuni ty . I know you are 
probably more than busy right now, so please let me know when you are available. You can reach 
me at 778-877-8033 . 

Cheers, 

Lee 

Lee II"ber 
Campaign Di rector 
GetOnBoard Be 
c: 77R-R77-8033 
I:: dircctor(a)getonboardbc.ca 

This !lmail contains confidenllal in form ation and Is intended only for the mdlv idual narned. If you are not the named addrass"e you should not 
diss"minat"'" dIstribute or copy Ihis massage. Please notlf~ the se"der immediately jf you have received this emaIl by mis take and delete jl from 
your s ystem. 
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Underwood. Victor TRAN:EX 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subjcct: 

Junc-27-13 1:57 PM 
Transportation , Minister TRAN:EX 
218364 FYI Re: transit 'referendum' intended this faIL . 

Dear Transpo Minister Stone: 

Jun 27. 2013 at i 0:07 am 

Your Premkr-designate has to stop bowing to Port Metro for everything 
they want and do. $$$ always available somchm\. ironiy 10 do what is 
right ror the long-term view of public transpo n . whic h. ifdone VER Y 
ellic ien tly, will be used. 

ENSURE. in any rcrerendum, a fu ll explanation of where what funds, 
wi ll be used, after ensuring your ministry said details arc accurate. 
I believe i r you do that, thc local Mayors wil l be wrong in their decision. 

Lavishing on highways and bridges and not on Rail transit 
(port Mann bridge a pertht example. of what cou ld have 
linked I.angley to the Evergreen Line) is the wrongheaded 
way to bring transit com lorts to the public. who plll their 
X on a rclcrendum. Or not. 

The develope r-hawks are always nesting in the trees waiting 
to swoop like raptors whcrcve r mass-transit migh t happen. 
And then they po ll ute the prob lem with marc condos, more 
cars. more stores. With no new ·streets. 

Mon.' : AI\\ays More. From u More- lieaded Society. All 
gl'an:d to the thinking " If I don'!... 1 am noLa I.cadt:r" 
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SEP 2 4 2013 

DcaI' 

He: TransLink 

... 
l31{ITI SI I 

C( l l ,L' \I II I .\ 

Reference: 2 18797 

rhank you for your leiter or July 26, 201 3, cxpr('!;si ng your supporl lor a rclcrend uTn on 
fu nd ing lor 'I ransLi nk. 

The demand fo r Trans Li nk se rvice has stt:adily grown over the past dcc .. dc . and Ihc region's 
population is l'on.:cnsted 10 gfllW by another mill ion people over Ihe !leX-Ilhrec decades. II is 
b~·~.:oming incrca~il1g1y impOlt ant to find slistainab le funding sources and 1 ag ree that a 
1J"U ll spnrtati llll flilld ing relCrendum gives lht' region' s ta .... payers the opportunity to dl,.'cidc the 
bl,.'s\ v.ay III pay f (ll Ih\.: lrans lwrtntion s)'~tems the re gion I1l,.'cd5. A rd i.:rcnduill will be hl'ld no 
ta ll' !" thall Ih\.: 111U!lieipil l ... k ctiI1IlS in Nuvo.'ll1bcr 20 14. liS yo u suggest. 

lht' millistr), rl'mains committed (0 working with rcpn,;scntativcs orTransLink and thc Mayur~' 
('Ollndl nn Rcgiollfl ! Transponat ion 10 find ways It) huild on our world-class tran~portution 
network and meC't the demands ora growing popula ti on, 

Thank YOll aga in for tak ing the time to write, 

Sinco: rely. 

Todd Slone 
Minister 

1'11 ;,, ;,,11) of T r.u lsp"n:nio n 
lOlld t nfr~st r"t' rl 'rt' 

._---,--- --------- _._----
,\ I,ult!)!) ,\ddress 

P,tI'l1:1I1wnt lllttl<hnJ' ~ 
\ t<'1ona Be \'8\' IX,I 
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~ •• 07 / Z6/ 201a 14 :14 FAX 

~ -:. 
July 26, 2013. 
BY FAX 

The Honourable Minister of Transportation, 
Mr. Todd Stone, 
Parliament Buildings, 
Victoria, B, C, 

Re: Transllnk Funding Referendum. 

Dear Sir: 

.~-~ .. -- ... --~ -- - - .--

'JUL 2 9 21113 

I stronglv support your prOposal for a referendum on Translink 
funding, 

1. Metro Vancouver Mayors cannot agree on a poliCing model, 
transportation model, growth model, or any other model for 
sensible governance. 

2. Giving citizens an opportunity to decide how they want to live 
their lives Is always a good idea . I reject the argument that 
citizens are too stupid to decide what's right. The mali-In ballot 
on the HST proves this, as 45% of British Columblans voted In 
favour, when one would have expected far less support. 

3, Translink funding should be removed from property taxes and 
gas taxes. A Metro Vancouver sales tax should be established for 
basic tranSit funding. This can be easily achieved during the next 
Je9Jslat ive session. 

4. A referendum should give Metro Vancouver citizens a choice between 
road tolls or a vehicle levy for transit Infrastructure expanSion. 
I favour to lls on all roadways, but let the people decide during the 2014 
municipal elections. 

5. Disband the Transl ink Pollee Service. What a spectacular waste of 
money! 

Regards, 

ThIs communication is confidentIal and cannot be displayed at any pub1lc Internet website 
Wltnout the express written consent of the writer, 

III 001 
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Underwood, Victor 'J'RAN:EX 

From: 
Scnt: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Jordan Bateman <jbateman@taxpayer.eom> 
August-28- 13 3:02 PM 
Transportation. Minister TRAN:EX 
lodd .stone.mla@leg.bc.ea 
Request fo r meeting regard ing the TransLink re!erendurn 

Resent - two weeks now and no rep ly. Please advise. 

Jordan Bateman 
B.C. Di rector 
Canadian Taxpayers Federation 
http://www.taxpayer.com 
604-510-5535 
http://www.twitter.com/iord a n bat ema n 
http://www.facebook.com/jo rda n. bate ma n 

From : Jordan Bateman < jbateman@taxpayer.com> 
Date: Wednesday, 14 August , 2013 9:44 AM 
To: < Minister .Transportation@gov.beca> 
Subject: Request for meeting regarding the TransLink referendum 

Minister Stone: 

first, congratulations on your recent victory and appointment. Transportation and Infrastructure is an 
outstanding file, with a great team and many interesting challenges - and, as someone who enjoys his polit ical 
history and has a soft spot for a former Langley/Kamloops pastor nicknamed Flyin' Phil, it's great to see a 
Kamloopsian back in this portfolio. 

I am requesting a meeting with you regarding the TransLink referendum. As you may know, our organization has 
been highly critical of waste and inefficiency at TransUnk and will like ly have a leadership role in representing 
and reaching out to tens of thousands of li keminded taxpayers in the 2014 vote. 

We are very supportive of the Premier and you r efforts to hold this referendum., despite the naysaying of some 
mayors. 

I am hoping to get some clarity, or provide our opinion, on a few key issues: 

1. Referendum timing 
2. The necessity of a "no" option for taxpayers to consider 
3. Limits on what TransLink can spend to promote their preferred option 
4. Not allowing the province or TransLink (or any other government agency) to fund yes or no campaigns 

We believe it is important to present our ideas and concerns in person, as the mayors council and other 
TransLink groups have a very different perspective than ours. 
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I would be willing to come to Kamloops, Vancouver, Victoria or anywhere else that is conven ient for you. I am 
away August 19·25. 

Thank you for your time. 

Jordan 

Jordan Bateman 
B.C. Director 
Canadian Taxpayers Federat ion 
ht tp://www.taxpayer.com 
604-510-5535 
http://www.twitter.com/iord a n baterna n 
h II P :ljwww.facebook.com/iordan.ba le rna n 

, 
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Undl: rwood. Victor TRAN:EX 

From ; 
Senl: 
To: 
Subject: 

I lelia Ministcr Stone. 

August-28-1 3 3:50 PM 
Transportation. Mi nister TRA :EX 
Wanton Waste of Public Funds at Translink 

As a conccrned and rrust rated Be citizen, I am writing to express my ex treme disapprova l orthe 
lack or Iinancial responsibility at Translink. 

Stories or such wastc from Trans1 ink has never been rare in Be. News I"ro m the last lillie while. and 
in particular frol11 the last 2 days. has certain ly taken things to a new level. Firs\. we have some 
"genius" lrunsit advocates suggesling Ihat an addit ional 0.5% tax should be levied to fund fut ure 
public Iransit projec ts: 

ht tp://www.n\.·wsI1 JO.c()11l/20 IJ /08J!7 !transit -ad\'oca1c~H;uggest -regional-sal ('s-tax -l'iJr-proj('cts! 

Yesterday. the general pub lic found out that in their "inlinitc wisdom". Translink has decided that it 
was a wise thing to do to spl urge SI65k on some an piece to decorate the Main Street Sky train 
stat ion: 

hll p://ww\I .... news I 130 .co111/20 13/08/27/artwork -at -main-st-stn-wi II-be-good-ror-communitv
translinkl 

Then today. we lind ou t that Trans li nk has planned to spend yet another $450k lor more art 
installations at the MClrotown and Commercial-Broadway stations: 

I1tl]1 :llvancolL vcr .24I1rs.(:1:1/20 13/OSj? 7/anotl1cr-4 50k -prepared-for-r:.; po-lint'-art 

As far us I know. Translink is Ihe regional public transi t provider. nOI an art ga llcry. If I want to 
look at art pieces. I can ve ry easily go to various arl galleries to do thai , not stop by a local Sky trai n 
station. Translink's goal should be to provide affordable public transit to all British Columbians. and 
these id iotic decisions to splurge on art piece do not fu rther that goal. 

This \\anton splurging is especially infuriat ing beeausc ofTranslink'$ near constant whining to find 
ne\\ sources or funding. With so much waste happening m the organization itself. it is absolutely 
si!.:kcning to see how our publi!.: dollars arc gelling wasted by these incompetent id iots at Trans li nk. 
Adding further fuel to this fu ry. the top executives at Translink arc earni ng in excess of$300k a 
yea r. as reported by Global News earlier this month: 

h 11 P : II III 0 bal nt'ws. caine \\'s/7 82 6661 lour -10 poe xec til j Yes-at -t rans lin k -<I I I -rece j "ed-pa v- raj ses-J asl 
vearl 
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And as i r that wasn't enough. they have just received massive ra ises to the ir a lready sky-high 
salaries. 

As I have mentioned previously. all of these Translink news is absolute ly sickening. As BC's 
Minisler of TranSpOrial ion. I hope you can do something 10 rein in Ihese greedy. incompetent. and 
tinancially irresponsible decision makers at ·["ranslink . 

a concerned citizen, 

2 
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Plamondon, Lea TRAN:EX 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

James, Ty TRAN:EX 
Friday, July 5, 2013 8:10 AM 
Plamondon, Lea TRAN:EX 
FW: Meeting with 

From: Quigley, Janta [.DJ.2l!.to: )~ota.Qulg!ey_@leg .bc.caJ 
Sent: Thursday, July 4,2013 5:06 PM 
To: James, Ty TRAN:EX. 
Subject: FW: Meet ing with

Hi Ty, 

My emails to lea keep bouncing. Can you pass this on to her please, referencing our conversation earlier today? 

Many thanks, 

Jan ta 

From: Quigley, Janta 
Sent: July-04-13 5:02 PM 
To: Plamondon, Lea TRAN:EX 
Subject : Meeting wit

lea, 

I tr ied to send this at 3:25 and it didn't go through, so I'm trying again. 

Thank you very much for calling me back. 

would like t o req uest a meeti ng with Minister Stone regarding the refe rendum on Transli nk. 

Thank you very much, 

Janta Quigley I Legislative Assistant 
Government Caucus of British Columbia 
'ldV p: (250) 387-8150 F-!:F: (250) 387-9066 

Connect with Caucus: 
Website: ~Hovernmcntcautys.bc.(,! 
Twilter: www.twiller.com/DC.Libera ICa uell.$. 
YouTube: www.voulubc.comI.BCGovCau~~ 
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Underwood. Victor TRAN:EX 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Transportation, Minister TRAN:EX 
November-22-13 12:07 PM 

220502 - George Massey Tunnel 

220502 - George Massey Tunnel 

Dear

Thank you for your e-mail regarding the trans it referendum and the recent announcement abou t 
plans to replace the George Massey Tunnel with a ne\.v bridge. 

I appreciated the opportunity to rev iew your thoughts about these mailers. With respect 10 the 
transit rclcrendum. the demand for transit in Metro Vancouver has steadily grown over the past 
decade. With the region 's population forecasted to grow by another million people over the next 
three decades. the need to lind sustainable funding sources is becoming increasingly important. 

i\ funding referendum will give the n.:gion·s taxpayers the opportunity to decide lor themselves the 
best way to pay t(Jr the transit systems the region needs. I expect a referendum would be held no 
bter than the municipal elections in November 2014. 

The ministry remains committed to working with representatives ofTransLink and the Mayors' 
Council on Regional Transportati on to find ways to build on our world-class transportation network 
and meet the demands of a growing population. 

With respect to the George Massey Tunnel replacement project, last year we announced that we 
would begin developing plans to address problems of congestion and reliability at the tunnel and 
undertook two phases of bighly publicized publ ic consultation with stakeholders and the public. 
This consultation included open houses and meetings with local mayors and starf from adjacent 
municipalities. The results orthat consu ltation have been published in rcports on the project's web 
site at hup:!/cngage.l!ov.bc.ca/masseytunncll. 

For the majorit y of stakeholders and consultat ion participants, a new bridge on the existing corridor 
was the preferred opt ion. We need to address the very signilicant safety and traflic flow problems 
that exist along this corridor, and the tunnel is a major bott leneck for traflic. In addition. the 
existing tunnel has only about 10 years of useful life remaining before major components will need 
to be completely replaced. and the rehabilitation work that would be needed to keep the existing 
tunnel would result in very signilicanl and prolonged disrupt ions to trartic. 
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A new bridge will dramat ica ll y improve sale ty and the movement of people and goods on a corridor 
that is vi tal to commute rs and our transportation gateway. allowing improved transit and possib le 
futu re rapid transit options. as well as me,lsures fo r enhanced cyclist and pedestrian safety . 

Construction of the bridge is expec ted to begin in 2017. Engineering and technical work is now 
underway to deve lop a tec hnica l design and business casc for the new bridge and associated 
Highway 99 corridor improvements, to be presented fo r public discuss ion nex t spring. Updates on 
the project' s progress and infonnation about open houses will be posted on the project web site at 
that time. and I hope you will participate in these discussions. 

In the meantime. I have shared yo ur comments wi th George Massey Tunnel Replacement Project 
stall". Shou ld you wish to share othcr feedbac k or additional questions with the project learn. you 
can do so direcil y through the feedback fortn al httn:!/clH.!,ag,c.gov.bc.ca/musscvtunncl /c\)J1tact-us/. 

Thank yo u again lor taking the time to writi.'. 

Sincerely. 

Todd Stone 
Minister 

From
Sent: Friday. September 20. 2013 I :56 PM 
To: Transportation. Minister TRAN:EX 
Subject: rclerendum on Massey lunnellbridge? 

Dear Mr Stone, 
Ilow exactly is it !~lir and good poli cy that ncedcd plJb lic transportation improvements must go to a 
public referendum, yet an ex tremely expensive Massey Tunnel rebui ld gets announced witholll any 
mention ora vole? If these projects arc important to the region. then they shOldd not be subject 10 a 
vote . in my opinion. Hut surely the need for a vote is at least as relevant in the case oran extremely 
cxpl.! llsive Massey Tunnel rebuild as it would bl.! lor much cheaper mass transpo rt improvemcJl\s. I 
Iccl so upset abou t the potentia l damage to the reg ion from a failed referendum. and Ms Clark's 
announcemenlloday feels so profound ly unhlir 10 me. Ilow can YOll j ust ify you r inequi table 
pol icies? Si ncerely

, 
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