RE: Vancouver sun queries

Tuesday, March 5, 2013
11:20 AM

Subject . RE: Vancouversun queries

From Jabs, Ryan GCPE:EX

To 'Fayerman, Pamela (VancouverSun)
{c May, Stephen GCPE:EX

Sent Tuesday, January 22, 2013 10:57 AM
HiPamels,

Aslnotedinmyematil yesterday, it's quite complicated... sosorry about the long winded response.
When you geta second to read it over, feel free to give me acall to discuss.

This ClH] report shows that within Canada, B.C. has competitive compensation rates, and this
competitive environmentis producing results —namely British Columbia continues tohave a
highersupply of physicians per personwhen compared to the Canadian average,

The mostrecent agreement reached with the BCMA thislastsummer recognizes the necessity to
remain fiscally prudent while also continuing to respect and value the important services that
physicians provide. Physicians are key players in helping British Columbians have some of the best
health outcomesin the country.

The report notes thatB.C. had the 2nd best rate of physicians perpersonin 2010/11. For every
714 residents, there is one doctor, much betterthan the Canadian average of one doctor per 750
people. {page37, Table A.8.1)

interms of payments perservice {defined by CiHl as ali consultations, visits and procedures done
by a physician) and procedures (defined by CiHl as all surgery, surgical assistance, anesthesia, and
diagnostic/therapeutic services and miscellaneous services done by a physician) —B.C. ranks near
the top, forexample:

Family Medicine—Cost per Service by National Grouping System {NGS) Category and Province/Territory,
2010-2011 (Table B.3.1 puge 84)
o BC:Cost perprocedures: $55.33 (2nd highest)—Canadian average $37.00 {Quebechighest
at5107.54)
o BC: Cost perservices: $40.97 (3rd highest} —Canadian average $39.85 {Saskatchewan
highest at $54.13)
Medical Specialists—Cost per Service by NGS Category and Province/Territory, 2010-2011 {Table B.3.2
page 85)
o BC:Cost perprocedure: $68.63 {2nd highest}—Canadian average $61.28 (NShighestat
$87.52)
o BC:Cost perservice: 584.85 {highest) —Canadian average 568.43.
Surgical Specialists—Cost per Service by NGS Category and Province/Territory, 2010-2011 (Table 8.3.10
page93)
& BC:Cost perprocedure: $129.54 {4th highest) -Canadian average$133.67 {Alberta highest
at5168.13)
o BC:Cost perservice: $97.28 (3rd highest) —Canadian average: 582.73 {Alberta highestat
$113.00)
Total Specialists—Cost per Service by NGS Category and Province/Territory, 2010-2011 (Table B.3.20
page 103)
o BC:Cost perprocedure: $100.83 {3rd highest)—Canadian average $91.08 {Albertahighestat
$117.23)
o BC:Cost perservice: $80.55 {2nd highest) —Canadian average $74.17 {Alberta highestat
$95.51)
Total Physicians ~Cost per Service by NGS Category and Province/Territory 2010-2011 (Table B.3.21
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page 104}
o BC: Cost perprocedure: 579.80 (3™ highest) —Canadian average 568.35 {QuebecHighest at
5101.63)
o BC: Cost perservice: $55.77 (3™ highest) —Canadian average $53.95 {Albertahighestat
$66.98)

Asyou can see from the statistics above —the compensation perservice that B.C. paysis
competitive. This was something we recognized when we negotiated our new Physician Master
Agreementin 2012. The focusin that agreementwas on improving patient access to family
physicians—especially inrural and remote areas —enhancing care for patients with chronic
conditions, and balancing the difficult financial and economical realties we are in.

We have beenworking collaboratively with the BCMA, in diffi cult economictimes, to ensure the
bestvatue fortaxpayerdolliars. Forexample, noting the advancesinthe speed and safety of
cataract surgery, the BCMA and Ministry agreed ona 21.3 percent reduction forthe total fee for
that procedure. We will continue to work with the BCMA within the Physician Masteragreement
toissuesrelated tofees.

Take care,

Ryan Jabs

Manager, Media Relations and lssues Management
Ministry of Health Communications

Government Communications and Public Engagement
(250) 952-3387

Cell: (250) 413-7121%

Ryan. Jabs@gov.bc.ca

From: Fayerman, Pamela (Vancouver Sun) [mailto:PFayerman@vancgouversun.com]
Sent: Monday, January 21, 2013 4:43 PM

To: Jabs, Ryan GCPE:EX
Cc: May, Stephen GCPE:EX
Subject: Vancouver sun queries

Higuys,

Justwonderingif the govt has a response to the national physician database (CIHI} report embargoedio
noon our time tomorrow. it essentially shows that BC spending has slowed {good for taxpayers) and that
doctors here are paid a little lessthan national average. Soisthata resultof a concerted effort by govt
toslow such spending after adecade of much higherfee increases?

PAMELAFAYERMAN

Vancouver Sun Medical/Health Issues Reporter
#1. 200 Granville Street, Vancouver, British Columbia V6C 3N3

Phone 604-805-2173

My Blog: http://vancouversun.com/medicinematters
Twitter: http://twitter.com/MedicineMatters

My Patient Navigation series:
htt p://www.vancouversun.com/news/patient-navigation-series/index .htmi

For page, story, video or phetereprints, orpermissions to re-use, go to: httpy//www.sunorovinee.com/reprints/
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RE: Are you both sending me some comments for the doctor fee

report story?

Tuesday, March 5, 2013
11:21 AM

Subject : RE: Are you both sending me some comments {or the doctor fee report story?

From labs, Ryan GCPEEX

To ‘Fayerman, Pamela (Vancouver Sun)*

Sent Tuesday, lanuary 22, 2013 10:48 AM

't have somethingtoyoushortly...

Ryan Jabs

Manager, Media Relations and Issues Management
Ministry of Health Communications

Gowernment Communications and Public Engagement
{250) §52-3387

Cell: (250) 413-7121

Ryan.Jabs@gov.bc.ca

From: Fayerman, Pamela (Vancouver Sun) [mailto: PFayerman@vancouversun.com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 22, 2013 10:48 AM

To: Shore, Sharon

Cc: Jabs, Ryan GCPE:EX

Subject: Are you both sending me some comments for the doctor fee report story?

PAMELAFAYERMAN

Vancouver Sun Medical/Health Issues Reporter
#1- 200 Granville Street,Vancouver, British Columbia vB6C 3n3

Phone 604-605-2173

My Blog: http://vancouversun.com/medicinematters
Twitter: http://twitter.com/MedicineMatters

My Patient Navigation series:
http:/ fwww.vancouversun.com/ news/patient-navigation-series/index htmi

For page, story, video or photoreprints, or permissions to re-use, go to: httpJ//www.sunproving.com/ reprints,
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RE: Vancouver sun gueries

Tuesday, March b, 2013
11:21AM

Subject | RE:; Vancouversun gueries

i

From Jahs, Ryan GCPE:EX :

To ‘Fayerman, Pamela (Vancouver Sun)’

[ £ May, Stephen GCPE:EX

Sent  :Monday,January 21, 2013523

HiPamela,

Quite likely it has more to do with having more doctors practicing in 8.C., which spreads the total dollars
arcund andlowers the average, rather than a concerted effort to slow spending on physician services
during these years. (2010/11 was under our previous BCMA agreement.}

According to the report, year-to-year funding was still up over 5100 million more between 2009-2010
and 2010-2011, whichissignificant.

inthe more recent 2012 agreement, we worked hard to get an agreement that was fairto physicians
added more services foragrowing and aging population, but respected the current fiscal situation we
arein. However, thiswouldn’t be reflected in this CiHI report.

Ican't getyou more of an official statement from the ministry in the morning, if you'd like.
Ryan Jabs

Manager, Media Relations and lssues Management

Ministry of Health Communications

Gaowernment Communications and Public Engagement

(250) 952.3387

Cell: {250) 413-7121

Ryan. Jabs@aov.bc.ca

Frone Fayerman, Pamela (Vancouver Sun) [maiito: PFayerman@vancouversun.comji
Sent: Monday, January 21, 2013 4:43 PM

To: Jabs, Ryan GCPE:EX
Ce: May, Stephen GCPE:EX
Subject: Vancouver sun queries

Higuys,

Justwonderingif the govt has a response to the national physician database (CiHI) report embargoed to
noon ourtime tomorrow. it essentially shows that BCspending has slowed (good for taxpayers) and that
doctorshere are paid a little lessthan national average. Soisthat a result of a concerted effort by govt
toslow such spending after adecade of much higherfee increases?

PAMELAFAYERMAN

Vancouver Sun Medical/Health Issues Reporter
#1- 200 Granville Street, Vancouver, British Columbia v6C 3n3

Phone 604-6805-2173

My Blog: http://vancouversun.com/medicinematters

Twitter: http://twitter.com/MedicineMatters

My Patient Navigation series:

For page, story, video or photo re prints, or permissions to re-use, go to: httpy//www sunprovince.com/reprints
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RE: comment from govt on Day lawsuit

Tuesday, March 5, 2013
11:21 AM

Subject | RE; comment from govt on Day lawsuit
From labs, Ryan GCPE:EX :

Te ‘Fayerman, Pamela (Vancouver Sun)'
Sent Tuesday, January 15,2013 3:55 PM
Hi Pamela,

We can’t speak to your specificquestions, because we will be discussing those in court. Here’swhatwe
can say at this point:

itisthe role of the Medical Services Commission to protect the integrity and sustainability of the
health care system and uphold the Medicare Protection Act. Infactin 2006, governmentamended
the act to expand the audit and inspection powers of the Medical Services Commission and gave
the commission powerstoseekaninjunction from the Supreme Court to prevent extra billing and
otherviolations underthe Act. The Medical Services Commissionisactingonitslegisiative
mandate to enforce the Medicare Protecion Act.

Charging patients for orin relation toservices that are benefits under the Medical Services Planis
prohibited under Sections 17 and 18 of the Medicare Protection Act. The Commission investigates
complaints and has the authority to undertake audits inrespect to these matters and uphold the
Act. As a Government, we respect the authority of the Commission to uphold the Act and fulfil
their mandate. If amember of the publichas concerns that they have been charged foran MSP
benefitthat may contravene the Medicare Protection Act, we encourage them to contact the
Commission.

Because this matierinvolves legal proceedings, it would not be appropriate to offer further
comment atthistime.

Please give me acall if you'd like to discuss.

Take care,

Ryan Jabs

Manager, Media Relations and Issues Management
Ministry of Health Communications

Gowernment Communications and Public Engagement
(250) 952-3387

Cell: (250) 413-7121

Ryan. Jabs@aqov.bc.ca

From: Fayerman, Pamela (Vancouver Sun) {mailto: PFayerman@vancouversun.com}
Sent: Tuesday, January 15, 2013 1:32 PM

To: Jabs, Ryan GCPE:EX

Subject: RE: comment from govt on Day lawsuit

Thanks, butin any event, 'l need acomment.

PAMELAFAYERMAN

Vancouver Sun Medical/Health tssues Reporter
#1- 200 Granville Street, Vancouver, British Columbia VBC 3N3

Phone 604-605-2173

My Blog: http://vancouversun.com/medicinematters
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Twitter; hitp://twitter.com/MedicineMatters

My Patient Navigation series:

htt p://www.vancouversun.com/news/patient-navigation-series/index.html

For page, story, video or photo reprints, or permissions to re-use, go to: http://www.sunprovince com/reprints/

From: Jabs, Ryan GCPE:EX [mailto:Ryan. Jabs@aov.be.ca
Sent: Tuesday, January 15, 2013 1:31 PM

To: Fayerman, Pamela {(Vancouver Sun}
Subject: RE: comment from govt on Day lawsuit

HiPamela,

¥'m goingtorun your request by ouriegal folks. We probably won’tbe able to say much, as we'll be
arguing ourdefense before the courts.

¥l get backto youas soonas | can.

Ryan Jabs

Manager, Media Relations and Issues Management
Ministry of Health Communications

Gowernmeni Communications and Public Engagement
(250) 952-3387

Cell: (250) 413-7121

Ryan Jabs@gov.bc.ca

From: Fayerman, Pamela (Vancouver Sun) [mailto: PFayerman@vancouversun,com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 15, 2013 1:21 PM

To: Jabs, Ryan GCPE:EX

Subject: comment from govt on Day lawsuit

Hi Ryan,

i am doing a story overnighton the statement of defense now filed by govt. in the Brian Day lawsuit. Is
there someone in the ministry whocan do an interview?

iam especially curious aboutthe way doctors are blamed forwait lists and any ensuing problems
patient experience. The statement also refers to negative effects of dual public/private systems butiam
wondering why, if thatis the government contention, the dual systemhas been able to flourish for
decades?

inother words, why allow doctors to work in both systemsifthe evidence is so persuasive againstit, as
detailed on page 17 of the lawsuit?

itseems to me that while the statement attemptsto deflect blame, and contend thatarole forthe
private sectoris downright dangerous, the governmentis inviting the publicto say: then why has this
sectorbeenallowed to thrive so much?

Sorry for the lateness of this request.

PAMELAFAYERMAN

Vancouver Sun Medical/Health Issues Reporter
#1- 200 Granville Street, Vancouver, British Columbia VGC 3N3

Phone 604-8605-2173

My Blog: hitp://vancouversun.com/medicinematters
Twitter: http://twitter.com/MedicineMatters

My Patient Navigation series:

For page, story, video or photoreprints, or permissions to re-use, go to: httpy//www.sunprovince.com/reprints/
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RE: Can you please tell me what's happening on this matter?

Tuesday, March b, 2013
11:23 AM

Subject | RE: Can vou please tell me what's happening on this matter?

From Yabs, Ryan GCPE:EX

To ‘PFayerman@vancouve sun.com’
Sent Thursday, January 24, 2013 12:58 PM
Hi Pamela,

Yep, workis still going on but not a lot to update. From the ministry:

The ministry continues to examine options for a nurse practifioner-anesthetists role in British Columbia,
and we're still committed to moving this ahead. This wiil take alot of work and time - includingresearch
and consultation - as this role would be the first of its kind in Canada. We continue towork with our
partners, includingthe College of Registered Nurses of British Columbia and otherkey stakeholders, to
move the process forward.

Thankyou,

Ryan Jabs

Manager, Media Relations and Issues Management Ministry of Health Communications Government
Communications and PublicEngagement

(250) 952-3387

Ceil: {250} 413-7121

Ryan.Jabs@gov.bc.ca

----- QOriginal Message——-

From: Jabs, Ryan GCPE:EX

Sent: Thursday, fanuary 24, 2013 7:14 AM

To: ‘PFayerman@vancouversun.com’'

Subject: Re:Can you please tell me what's happening on this matter?

{ think we're still plugging away at the research and background work... letme check.

————— Original Message ---—

From: Fayerman, Pamela{Vancouver Sun) [mailto:PFayerman@vancouversun.com}
Sent: Thursday, January 24, 2013 07:05 AM PacificStandard Time

To: Jabs, Ryan GCPE:EX

Subject: Canyou please tell me what's happening onthis matter?

http://blogs.vancouversun.com/2012/04/12/nurse-anesthetists-bc-government-make s-plans-for-

expanded-rofe/

PAMELA FAYERMAN
Vancouver Sun Medical/Health Issues Reporter
#1 - 200 Granville Street, Vancouver, British Columbia V6C 3N3 Phone 604-605-2173

Read my Blog, Medicine Matters, here: http://vancouversun.com/medicinematters
Foliow me on Twitter here: hitp://twitter.com/medicinematters

Read my Patient Navigation series here:
http://www . vancouversun.com/news/patient-navigation-seriesfindex.htmt
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fForpage, story and photoreprints, or permission to re-publish, go to:
http://www.sunprovince.com/reprints/
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