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Ministry of Jobs, Tourism and Innovation 
BRIEFING NOTE FOR MINISTER 

Ref #:  68815 
FOR INFORMATION 

 
Date:  July 31, 2012 

 
Title:  Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement (TILMA) Dispute with Alberta  
 
Issue:  Alberta has called for a dispute resolution panel under the Trade, Investment and 
Labour Mobility Agreement in an attempt to compel British Columbia to register an Alberta 
social worker with a history of legal and ethical breaches.   
 
Background:   
 
The British Columbia College of Social Workers refused to register an Alberta social worker 
based on the applicant’s ethical and moral character.  Alberta claims that  
British Columbia’s refusal is contrary to its obligations under the TILMA. 
 
The dispute resolution panel hearing is set for August 17, 2012.  In advance of the hearing, 
Alberta will submit a Statement of Claim (by August 3, 2012), which British Columbia will 
respond to in its Statement of Defence (by August 10, 2012). 
 
The Ministry of Jobs, Tourism and Innovation is leading the Province’s defence and is 
working with the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Children and Family Development, the 
Ministry of Justice and Attorney General, and external counsel to defend British Columbia’s 
right to reject an applicant with unacceptable character.  Government Communications and 
Public Engagement are involved to manage communications-related aspects of the dispute. 
 
Discussion:   
 
The social worker’s history includes: 
 
 

 
 

 
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 

 

 
The British Columbia College of Social Workers determined, at each stage of the three-stage 
registration and appeals process, that this social worker: i) did not provide sufficient evidence 
of rehabilitation; ii) did not meet the good character requirements of registrants; and iii) 
committed numerous actions which could be the subject of a citation and found to be 
professional misconduct, up to and including his attempts to mislead the British Columbia 
Board of Registration of Social Workers in 2008. 
 
The panel is tasked with deciding whether British Columbia has the authority to maintain its 
ethical and public protection standards if a worker is registered in Alberta. 
 
Critics of the TILMA and New West Partnership have frequently alleged that the agreements 
will lead to a “downward spiral of standards”, thereby harming consumers, health and the 
environment. 

 
The provision of public safety and consumer protection are high priorities for 
British Columbia, and all efforts will be made to defend the rights and obligations of regulators 
to protect the public.  This is not inconsistent with the fact that the Province is a strong 
supporter of trade and the free movement of labour. 
 
An overview of the Alberta and British Columbia positions in this dispute is attached. 
 
Attachment 

Contact: Michael Nielsen 
Telephone: 250 953-4632 

Approvals 

Dir:  RM ED:  DW ADM:   DM:   
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Pages 13 through 17 redacted for the following reasons:
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