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BACKGROUND 
SENIORS ADVOCATE ACT 
 
All referenced Acts appear in alphabetical order 

 

 1

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PROTECTION OF PRIVACY ACT 
 
Schedule 1 
Definitions 
In this Act... 
"personal information" means recorded information about an identifiable individual other than contact 
information; 
"social media site" means the Internet site referred to as Facebook, YouTube, Twitter or MySpace or a 
prescribed social media site; 
 
 

INTERPRETATION ACT 
 
Powers to make regulations 

41  (1) If an enactment provides that the Lieutenant Governor in Council or any other person 
may make regulations, the enactment must be construed as empowering the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council or that other person, for the purpose of carrying out the enactment 
according to its intent, to 

(a) make regulations as are considered necessary and advisable, are 
ancillary to it, and are not inconsistent with it, 
(b) provide for administrative and procedural matters for which no express, 
or only partial, provision has been made, 
(c) limit the application of a regulation in time or place or both, 
(d) prescribe the amount of a fee authorized by the enactment, 
(e) provide, for a regulation made by or with the approval of the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council, that its contravention constitutes an offence, and 
(f) provide that a person who is guilty of an offence created under 
paragraph (e) is liable to a penalty not greater than the penalties provided in 
the Offence Act. 

(2) A regulation made under the authority of an enactment has the force of law. 
 
 

OFFENCE ACT 
 
General offence 

5  A person who contravenes an enactment by doing an act that it forbids, or omitting to do 
an act that it requires to be done, commits an offence against the enactment. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE ACT 

 
Appointment by Lieutenant Governor in Council 

15  (1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint persons the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council considers 

(a) will be acting in a confidential capacity to the Lieutenant Governor, 
Executive Council or a member of the Executive Council, or 
(b) will be appointed to a position that requires special professional, 
technical or administrative qualifications. 

(2) A person referred to in subsection (1) (a) or (b) may be appointed by the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council on terms and conditions, including remuneration, authorized by the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council or set out in the regulations. 
(3) This Act, other than subsections (1) and (2) and sections 21 and 25 (3), does not apply 
to a person appointed under this section. 
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ISSUE NOTE 

Issue: 

 Seniors Advocate Appointment 

 

Background: 

 On February 20, 2013, the Minister of Health introduced the Seniors Advocate Act to create 
Canada’s first seniors advocate.  Establishing an Office of the Seniors’ Advocate is a key 
commitment in Improving Care for BC Seniors: An Action Plan , released February 2012. 

 At the time of writing, the Act has not yet advanced to second reading. If enacted, a hiring 
procedure will need to be in place to recruit the seniors advocate. 

 Under the Act, the Lieutenant Governor in Council  must appoint a seniors advocate.  The 
appointment under subsection (1) must be made under section 15 (1) (b) of the Public Service 
Act. 
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