
Cohen Commission Recommendations that reference the Province 
With recommendation section and number taken from the executive summary @  
http://www.cohencommission.ca/en/pdf/FinalReport/CohenCommissionFinalReport Vol03 04.pdf
#zoom=100 
 
 
Riparian Areas Regulation 
43) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia 
to resolve differences of interpretation on the application of section 9 of the provincial Water Act 
and the provincial Riparian Areas Regulation to ensure that there are no physical gaps in coverage 
of the Water Act and the Riparian Areas Regulation. 
 
44) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia 

  to continue to monitor compliance with the provincial Riparian Areas Regulation; 

 to conduct effectiveness monitoring of projects completed in compliance with the 

 Riparian Areas Regulation; and 

 to consider DFO’s input into the impact of Riparian Areas Regulation setback variances on 
fish and fish habitat. 

 
45) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should work with the Province of British Columbia to 
achieve the Riparian Areas Regulation target of 90 percent compliance with 90 percent confidence 
levels. 
 
46) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia to 
amend the Riparian Areas Regulation 

 to require provincial approval of setback variances; and 

 to require local governments to enforce compliance with the assessment reports 
on which development proposals are approved. 

 
Water use in the Fraser River watershed 
47) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia to 
complete modernization of the Water Act, which would include the following points: 

 regulation of groundwater extraction in a manner that addresses the needs of Fraser 
River sockeye; 

 increased reporting and monitoring of water use; and 

 allocation of sufficient resources to complete the modernization process. 
 

Marine habitat spill response 
52) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should identify an individual in DFO who 
has regional responsibility to act as a liaison with the Canadian Coast Guard, Environment 
Canada, and the Province of British Columbia on marine habitat spill response. 
 
 

.
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Pesticides 
54) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia 

 to require users of pesticides in forestry and agriculture to record, and report annually to 
the province, the areas where pesticides were applied and the amounts used; and 

 to develop and maintain a pesticide‐use database that includes information on location, 
volume / concentration, and timing of use, and make that information publicly available. 
 

Pulp and paper, metal mining, and municipal wastewater effluents 
55)  The Department of Fisheries and Oceans and Environment Canada should co‐operatively 

 ensure that environmental quality monitoring and environmental effects monitoring related 
to pulp and paper, metal mining, and municipal wastewater discharges include 
consideration of Fraser River sockeye salmon, and the two federal departments should work 
with the Province of British Columbia and with regional and municipal governments to that 
end; 

 work with BC municipalities on a public education campaign aimed at reducing toxicants in 
municipal wastewater, especially pharmaceuticals and personal‐care products;  
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1

Krastel, Deborah FLNR:EX

From: Miller, Ian C FLNR:EX
Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Bedford, Lorne FLNR:EX; Thomas, Vivian P GCPE:EX
Cc: Witt, Andy FLNR:EX; Tschaplinski, Peter J ENV:EX
Subject: FW: Cohen recommendations that specifically reference the Province.
Attachments: Cohen Commission Recommendations that reference the Province.docx

Hi Vivian....thanks very much for this quick summary, as I won’t have opportunity to dig into the full report and 
recommendations until next week.   
 
Hi Lorne....at first glance, I don’t see much here that directly/immediately impacts RPB..... 
 
The Riparian Areas Reg is administered Andy’s shop, and mostly applied in municipal settings (FRPA regs prevail for 
forestry operations).   However, we should be plugged into that work on RAR as there are obvious linkages to FRPA 
reg requirements.  
 
The recommendations on pesticide use in forestry is another topic that has some implications for us... 
 
Ian 
 
 
 

________________________________  
Ian Miller, RPF  
Resource Practices Branch 
Phone: 250-387-8398  Cell:
 

From: Thomas, Vivian P GCPE:EX  
Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 2:35 PM 
To: Ethier, Tom FLNR:EX; Wilson, Andrew S FLNR:EX; Sutherland, Craig FLNR:EX; MacKnight, Heather FLNR:EX; 
Miller, Ian C FLNR:EX; Berardinucci, Julia F FLNR:EX; Davidson, Glen W FLNR:EX 
Cc: Crebo, David GCPE:EX; Konkin, Doug FLNR:EX; Goad, Jennifer FLNR:EX 
Subject: FW: Cohen recommendations that specifically reference the Province. 
 
fyi 

 
Cohen Commission Recommendations that reference the Province 
With recommendation section and number taken from the executive summary @  
http://www.cohencommission.ca/en/pdf/FinalReport/CohenCommissionFinalReport Vol03 04.pdf#zoom
=100 
 
 
Riparian Areas Regulation 
43) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia 
to resolve differences of interpretation on the application of section 9 of the provincial Water Act and the 
provincial Riparian Areas Regulation to ensure that there are no physical gaps in coverage of the Water Act 
and the Riparian Areas Regulation. 
 
44) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia 

  to continue to monitor compliance with the provincial Riparian Areas Regulation; 

 to conduct effectiveness monitoring of projects completed in compliance with the 

Page 4 
FNR-2012-00374

s.17



2

 Riparian Areas Regulation; and 

 to consider DFO’s input into the impact of Riparian Areas Regulation setback variances on fish and 
fish habitat. 

 
45) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should work with the Province of British Columbia to achieve 
the Riparian Areas Regulation target of 90 percent compliance with 90 percent confidence levels. 
 
46) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia to amend 
the Riparian Areas Regulation 

 to require provincial approval of setback variances; and 

 to require local governments to enforce compliance with the assessment reports 
on which development proposals are approved. 

 
Water use in the Fraser River watershed 
47) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia to 
complete modernization of the Water Act, which would include the following points: 

 regulation of groundwater extraction in a manner that addresses the needs of Fraser 
River sockeye; 

 increased reporting and monitoring of water use; and 

 allocation of sufficient resources to complete the modernization process. 
 

Marine habitat spill response 
52) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should identify an individual in DFO who 
has regional responsibility to act as a liaison with the Canadian Coast Guard, Environment 
Canada, and the Province of British Columbia on marine habitat spill response. 
 
 
Pesticides 
54) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia 

 to require users of pesticides in forestry and agriculture to record, and report annually to the 
province, the areas where pesticides were applied and the amounts used; and 

 to develop and maintain a pesticide‐use database that includes information on location, volume / 
concentration, and timing of use, and make that information publicly available. 
 

Pulp and paper, metal mining, and municipal wastewater effluents 
55)  The Department of Fisheries and Oceans and Environment Canada should co‐operatively 

 ensure that environmental quality monitoring and environmental effects monitoring related to pulp 
and paper, metal mining, and municipal wastewater discharges include consideration of Fraser 
River sockeye salmon, and the two federal departments should work with the Province of British 
Columbia and with regional and municipal governments to that end; 

 work with BC municipalities on a public education campaign aimed at reducing toxicants in 
municipal wastewater, especially pharmaceuticals and personal‐care products;  
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Krastel, Deborah FLNR:EX

From: Thomas, Vivian P GCPE:EX
Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 2:35 PM
To: Ethier, Tom FLNR:EX; Wilson, Andrew S FLNR:EX; Sutherland, Craig FLNR:EX; 

MacKnight, Heather FLNR:EX; Miller, Ian C FLNR:EX; Berardinucci, Julia F FLNR:EX; 
Davidson, Glen W FLNR:EX

Cc: Crebo, David GCPE:EX; Konkin, Doug FLNR:EX; Goad, Jennifer FLNR:EX
Subject: FW: Cohen recommendations that specifically reference the Province.
Attachments: Cohen Commission Recommendations that reference the Province.docx

fyi 

 
Cohen Commission Recommendations that reference the Province 
With recommendation section and number taken from the executive summary @  
http://www.cohencommission.ca/en/pdf/FinalReport/CohenCommissionFinalReport Vol03 04.pdf#zoom
=100 
 
 
Riparian Areas Regulation 
43) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia 
to resolve differences of interpretation on the application of section 9 of the provincial Water Act and the 
provincial Riparian Areas Regulation to ensure that there are no physical gaps in coverage of the Water Act 
and the Riparian Areas Regulation. 
 
44) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia 

  to continue to monitor compliance with the provincial Riparian Areas Regulation; 

 to conduct effectiveness monitoring of projects completed in compliance with the 

 Riparian Areas Regulation; and 

 to consider DFO’s input into the impact of Riparian Areas Regulation setback variances on fish and 
fish habitat. 

 
45) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should work with the Province of British Columbia to achieve 
the Riparian Areas Regulation target of 90 percent compliance with 90 percent confidence levels. 
 
46) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia to amend 
the Riparian Areas Regulation 

 to require provincial approval of setback variances; and 

 to require local governments to enforce compliance with the assessment reports 
on which development proposals are approved. 

 
Water use in the Fraser River watershed 
47) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia to 
complete modernization of the Water Act, which would include the following points: 

 regulation of groundwater extraction in a manner that addresses the needs of Fraser 
River sockeye; 

 increased reporting and monitoring of water use; and 

 allocation of sufficient resources to complete the modernization process. 
 

Marine habitat spill response 
52) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should identify an individual in DFO who 
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has regional responsibility to act as a liaison with the Canadian Coast Guard, Environment 
Canada, and the Province of British Columbia on marine habitat spill response. 
 
 
Pesticides 
54) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia 

 to require users of pesticides in forestry and agriculture to record, and report annually to the 
province, the areas where pesticides were applied and the amounts used; and 

 to develop and maintain a pesticide‐use database that includes information on location, volume / 
concentration, and timing of use, and make that information publicly available. 
 

Pulp and paper, metal mining, and municipal wastewater effluents 
55)  The Department of Fisheries and Oceans and Environment Canada should co‐operatively 

 ensure that environmental quality monitoring and environmental effects monitoring related to pulp 
and paper, metal mining, and municipal wastewater discharges include consideration of Fraser 
River sockeye salmon, and the two federal departments should work with the Province of British 
Columbia and with regional and municipal governments to that end; 

 work with BC municipalities on a public education campaign aimed at reducing toxicants in 
municipal wastewater, especially pharmaceuticals and personal‐care products;  
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Krastel, Deborah FLNR:EX

From: Maloney, David A FLNR:EX
Sent: Thursday, November 1, 2012 3:07 PM
To: Miller, Ian C FLNR:EX; Bradford, Peter FLNR:EX
Subject: Cohen

Commission 
Hi Ian, 
I haven’t read the whole document – but the following was brought to my attention – pages 45‐49 I think identifies a 
role for FREP (riparian etc) and the Branch.  I’m not sure how the shake‐up in DFO And the Fisheries Act will affect 
the recommendations. 
http://www.cohencommission.ca/en/pdf/FinalReport/CohenCommissionFinalReport Vol03 02.pdf#zoom=100  
 
David Maloney, P.Ag.  
Forest Water Management Officer  
Resource Practices Branch  
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations  
441 Columbia Street  
Kamloops, BC, V2C 2T3  
Phone: (250) 828-4173  
email: david.maloney@gov.bc.ca  
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From: Miller, Ian C FLNR:EX
To: Bedford, Lorne FLNR:EX; Thomas, Vivian P GCPE:EX; 
cc: Witt, Andy FLNR:EX; Tschaplinski, Peter J ENV:EX; 
Subject: FW: Cohen recommendations that specifically reference the Province.
Date: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 3:09:55 PM
Attachments: Cohen Commission Recommendations that reference the Province.docx 

Hi Vivian....thanks very much for this quick summary, as I won’t have opportunity 
to dig into the full report and recommendations until next week.  
 
Hi Lorne....at first glance, I don’t see much here that directly/immediately impacts 
RPB.....
 
The Riparian Areas Reg is administered Andy’s shop, and mostly applied in 
municipal settings (FRPA regs prevail for forestry operations).   However, we 
should be plugged into that work on RAR as there are obvious linkages to FRPA reg 
requirements. 
 
The recommendations on pesticide use in forestry is another topic that has some 
implications for us...
 
Ian
 
 
 

________________________________  
Ian Miller, RPF  
Resource Practices Branch
Phone: 250-387-8398  Cell:
 

From: Thomas, Vivian P GCPE:EX  
Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 2:35 PM 
To: Ethier, Tom FLNR:EX; Wilson, Andrew S FLNR:EX; Sutherland, Craig FLNR:EX; 
MacKnight, Heather FLNR:EX; Miller, Ian C FLNR:EX; Berardinucci, Julia F FLNR:EX; 
Davidson, Glen W FLNR:EX 
Cc: Crebo, David GCPE:EX; Konkin, Doug FLNR:EX; Goad, Jennifer FLNR:EX 
Subject: FW: Cohen recommendations that specifically reference the Province.
 
fyi

 
Cohen Commission Recommendations that reference the 
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Province
With recommendation section and number taken from the executive 
summary @ 
http://www.cohencommission.ca/en/pdf/FinalReport/
CohenCommissionFinalReport Vol03 04.pdf#zoom=100
 
 
Riparian Areas Regulation
43) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province 
of British Columbia
to resolve differences of interpretation on the application of section 9 of 
the provincial Water Act and the provincial Riparian Areas Regulation to 
ensure that there are no physical gaps in coverage of the Water Act and the 
Riparian Areas Regulation.
 
44) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province 
of British Columbia

•          to continue to monitor compliance with the provincial Riparian 
Areas Regulation;
•         to conduct effectiveness monitoring of projects completed in 
compliance with the
•         Riparian Areas Regulation; and
•         to consider DFO’s input into the impact of Riparian Areas 
Regulation setback variances on fish and fish habitat.

 
45) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should work with the Province 
of British Columbia to achieve the Riparian Areas Regulation target of 90 
percent compliance with 90 percent confidence levels.
 
46) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province 
of British Columbia to amend the Riparian Areas Regulation

•         to require provincial approval of setback variances; and
•         to require local governments to enforce compliance with the 
assessment reports
on which development proposals are approved.

 
Water use in the Fraser River watershed
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47) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province 
of British Columbia to complete modernization of the Water Act, which 
would include the following points:

•         regulation of groundwater extraction in a manner that 
addresses the needs of Fraser
River sockeye;
•         increased reporting and monitoring of water use; and
•         allocation of sufficient resources to complete the modernization 
process.
 

Marine habitat spill response
52) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should identify an individual in 
DFO who
has regional responsibility to act as a liaison with the Canadian Coast Guard, 
Environment
Canada, and the Province of British Columbia on marine habitat spill 
response.
 
 
Pesticides
54) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province 
of British Columbia

•         to require users of pesticides in forestry and agriculture to 
record, and report annually to the province, the areas where 
pesticides were applied and the amounts used; and
•         to develop and maintain a pesticide-use database that includes 
information on location, volume / concentration, and timing of use, 
and make that information publicly available.
 

Pulp and paper, metal mining, and municipal wastewater effluents
55)  The Department of Fisheries and Oceans and Environment Canada 
should co-operatively

•      ensure that environmental quality monitoring and environmental 
effects monitoring related to pulp and paper, metal mining, and 
municipal wastewater discharges include consideration of Fraser 
River sockeye salmon, and the two federal departments should work 
with the Province of British Columbia and with regional and 
municipal governments to that end;
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•         work with BC municipalities on a public education campaign 
aimed at reducing toxicants in municipal wastewater, especially 
pharmaceuticals and personal-care products; 
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Cohen Commission Recommendations that reference the Province 
With recommendation section and number taken from the executive summary @  
http://www.cohencommission.ca/en/pdf/FinalReport/CohenCommissionFinalReport Vol03 04.pdf
#zoom=100 
 
 
Riparian Areas Regulation 
43) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia 
to resolve differences of interpretation on the application of section 9 of the provincial Water Act 
and the provincial Riparian Areas Regulation to ensure that there are no physical gaps in coverage 
of the Water Act and the Riparian Areas Regulation. 
 
44) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia 

•  to continue to monitor compliance with the provincial Riparian Areas Regulation; 

• to conduct effectiveness monitoring of projects completed in compliance with the 

• Riparian Areas Regulation; and 

• to consider DFO’s input into the impact of Riparian Areas Regulation setback variances on 
fish and fish habitat. 

 
45) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should work with the Province of British Columbia to 
achieve the Riparian Areas Regulation target of 90 percent compliance with 90 percent confidence 
levels. 
 
46) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia to 
amend the Riparian Areas Regulation 

• to require provincial approval of setback variances; and 

• to require local governments to enforce compliance with the assessment reports 
on which development proposals are approved. 

 
Water use in the Fraser River watershed 
47) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia to 
complete modernization of the Water Act, which would include the following points: 

• regulation of groundwater extraction in a manner that addresses the needs of Fraser 
River sockeye; 

• increased reporting and monitoring of water use; and 

• allocation of sufficient resources to complete the modernization process. 
 

Marine habitat spill response 
52) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should identify an individual in DFO who 
has regional responsibility to act as a liaison with the Canadian Coast Guard, Environment 
Canada, and the Province of British Columbia on marine habitat spill response. 
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Pesticides 
54) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia 

• to require users of pesticides in forestry and agriculture to record, and report annually to 
the province, the areas where pesticides were applied and the amounts used; and 

• to develop and maintain a pesticide‐use database that includes information on location, 
volume / concentration, and timing of use, and make that information publicly available. 
 

Pulp and paper, metal mining, and municipal wastewater effluents 
55)  The Department of Fisheries and Oceans and Environment Canada should co‐operatively 

• ensure that environmental quality monitoring and environmental effects monitoring related 
to pulp and paper, metal mining, and municipal wastewater discharges include 
consideration of Fraser River sockeye salmon, and the two federal departments should work 
with the Province of British Columbia and with regional and municipal governments to that 
end; 

• work with BC municipalities on a public education campaign aimed at reducing toxicants in 
municipal wastewater, especially pharmaceuticals and personal‐care products;  
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From: Down, Ted ENV:EX
To: Witt, Andy FLNR:EX; 
Subject: FW: Cohen recommendations that specifically reference the Province.
Date: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 4:04:21 PM
Attachments: Cohen Commission Recommendations that reference the Province.docx 

ATT00001.htm 

You win!  (most provincially related recommendations under Cohen).
 
Ted Down  
Manager, Conservation Science Section 
250-387-9715 
 

From: Dale, Alec ENV:EX  
Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 2:48 PM 
To: Down, Ted ENV:EX; Lofroth, Eric ENV:EX; Quayle, James F ENV:EX; Hoyt, Jeff 
S ENV:EX; Blair, Tammy ENV:EX 
Subject: Fw: Fwd: Cohen recommendations that specifically reference the 
Province.
 
FYI 
 

From: Zacharias, Mark ENV:EX  
Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 02:44 PM 
To: Standen, Jim ENV:EX; Danks, Anthony ENV:EX; Davis, Celine ENV:EX; Schultz, 
Fern ENV:EX; Dale, Alec ENV:EX  
Subject: Fwd: Cohen recommendations that specifically reference the Province.  
 
 
 
Regards, Mark
250-415-6466
 
Begin forwarded message:

From: "Murphy, Bernadette GCPE:EX" <Bernadette.Murphy@gov.bc.
ca> 
Date: 31 October, 2012 2:33:42 PM PDT 
To: "Loiacono, Sabrina ENV:EX" <Sabrina.Loiacono@gov.bc.ca>, 
"Wright, Jenn ENV:EX" <Jenn.Wright@gov.bc.ca> 
Cc: "Johnston, Karen GCPE:EX" <Karen.V.Johnston@gov.bc.ca>, 
"Cotton, Brian GCPE:EX" <Brian.Cotton@gov.bc.ca>, "Shoemaker, 
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Wes ENV:EX" <Wes.Shoemaker@gov.bc.ca>, "Zacharias, Mark ENV:
EX" <Mark.Zacharias@gov.bc.ca> 
Subject: FW: Cohen recommendations that specifically reference 
the Province.

FYI from Agriculture
 
Bernadette Murphy
Communications Manager, GCPE
Ministry of Environment
Phone: 250-356-0202
Cell:
 
Bernadette.Murphy@gov.bc.ca
 
 
 

From: Boelens, Robert GCPE:EX  
Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 2:32 PM 
To: Murphy, Bernadette GCPE:EX; Thomas, Vivian P GCPE:EX 
Cc: Crebo, David GCPE:EX 
Subject: Cohen recommendations that specifically reference the 
Province.
 
Fyi ...
 
Robert Boelens  
Government Communications and Public Engagement 
Ministry of Agriculture  
   
Ph: 250 356-1674  
Robert.Boelens@gov.bc.ca 
 

Cohen Commission Recommendations that 
reference the Province
With recommendation section and number taken from the 
executive summary @ 
http://www.cohencommission.ca/en/pdf/FinalReport/
CohenCommissionFinalReport Vol03 04.pdf#zoom=100
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Riparian Areas Regulation
43) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage 
the Province of British Columbia
to resolve differences of interpretation on the application of 
section 9 of the provincial Water Act and the provincial 
Riparian Areas Regulation to ensure that there are no physical 
gaps in coverage of the Water Act and the Riparian Areas 
Regulation.
 
44) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage 
the Province of British Columbia

•          to continue to monitor compliance with the 
provincial Riparian Areas Regulation;
•         to conduct effectiveness monitoring of projects 
completed in compliance with the
•         Riparian Areas Regulation; and
•         to consider DFO’s input into the impact of Riparian 
Areas Regulation setback variances on fish and fish 
habitat.

 
45) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should work with 
the Province of British Columbia to achieve the Riparian Areas 
Regulation target of 90 percent compliance with 90 percent 
confidence levels.
 
46) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage 
the Province of British Columbia to amend the Riparian Areas 
Regulation

•         to require provincial approval of setback variances; 
and
•         to require local governments to enforce 
compliance with the assessment reports
on which development proposals are approved.

 
Water use in the Fraser River watershed
47) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage 
the Province of British Columbia to complete modernization of 

Page 31 
FNR-2012-00374



the Water Act, which would include the following points:
•         regulation of groundwater extraction in a manner 
that addresses the needs of Fraser
River sockeye;
•         increased reporting and monitoring of water use; 
and
•         allocation of sufficient resources to complete the 
modernization process.
 

Marine habitat spill response
52) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should identify an 
individual in DFO who
has regional responsibility to act as a liaison with the Canadian 
Coast Guard, Environment
Canada, and the Province of British Columbia on marine 
habitat spill response.
 
 
Pesticides
54) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage 
the Province of British Columbia

•         to require users of pesticides in forestry and 
agriculture to record, and report annually to the 
province, the areas where pesticides were applied and 
the amounts used; and
•         to develop and maintain a pesticide-use database 
that includes information on location, volume / 
concentration, and timing of use, and make that 
information publicly available.
 

Pulp and paper, metal mining, and municipal wastewater 
effluents
55)  The Department of Fisheries and Oceans and Environment 
Canada should co-operatively

•      ensure that environmental quality monitoring and 
environmental effects monitoring related to pulp and 
paper, metal mining, and municipal wastewater 
discharges include consideration of Fraser River 
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sockeye salmon, and the two federal departments 
should work with the Province of British Columbia and 
with regional and municipal governments to that end;
•         work with BC municipalities on a public education 
campaign aimed at reducing toxicants in municipal 
wastewater, especially pharmaceuticals and personal-
care products; 
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Cohen Commission Recommendations that reference the Province 
With recommendation section and number taken from the executive summary @  
http://www.cohencommission.ca/en/pdf/FinalReport/CohenCommissionFinalReport Vol03 04.pdf
#zoom=100 
 
 
Riparian Areas Regulation 
43) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia 
to resolve differences of interpretation on the application of section 9 of the provincial Water Act 
and the provincial Riparian Areas Regulation to ensure that there are no physical gaps in coverage 
of the Water Act and the Riparian Areas Regulation. 
 
44) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia 

•  to continue to monitor compliance with the provincial Riparian Areas Regulation; 

• to conduct effectiveness monitoring of projects completed in compliance with the 

• Riparian Areas Regulation; and 

• to consider DFO’s input into the impact of Riparian Areas Regulation setback variances on 
fish and fish habitat. 

 
45) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should work with the Province of British Columbia to 
achieve the Riparian Areas Regulation target of 90 percent compliance with 90 percent confidence 
levels. 
 
46) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia to 
amend the Riparian Areas Regulation 

• to require provincial approval of setback variances; and 

• to require local governments to enforce compliance with the assessment reports 
on which development proposals are approved. 

 
Water use in the Fraser River watershed 
47) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia to 
complete modernization of the Water Act, which would include the following points: 

• regulation of groundwater extraction in a manner that addresses the needs of Fraser 
River sockeye; 

• increased reporting and monitoring of water use; and 

• allocation of sufficient resources to complete the modernization process. 
 

Marine habitat spill response 
52) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should identify an individual in DFO who 
has regional responsibility to act as a liaison with the Canadian Coast Guard, Environment 
Canada, and the Province of British Columbia on marine habitat spill response. 
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Pesticides 
54) The Department of Fisheries and Oceans should encourage the Province of British Columbia 

• to require users of pesticides in forestry and agriculture to record, and report annually to 
the province, the areas where pesticides were applied and the amounts used; and 

• to develop and maintain a pesticide‐use database that includes information on location, 
volume / concentration, and timing of use, and make that information publicly available. 
 

Pulp and paper, metal mining, and municipal wastewater effluents 
55)  The Department of Fisheries and Oceans and Environment Canada should co‐operatively 

• ensure that environmental quality monitoring and environmental effects monitoring related 
to pulp and paper, metal mining, and municipal wastewater discharges include 
consideration of Fraser River sockeye salmon, and the two federal departments should work 
with the Province of British Columbia and with regional and municipal governments to that 
end; 

• work with BC municipalities on a public education campaign aimed at reducing toxicants in 
municipal wastewater, especially pharmaceuticals and personal‐care products;  

 

Page 35 
FNR-2012-00374



Pages 36 through 38 redacted for the following reasons:
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
s.14



From: Goad, Jennifer FLNR:EX
To: Witt, Andy FLNR:EX; 
Subject: Copy of list of Cohen recommendations
Date: Friday, November 2, 2012 1:43:14 PM
Attachments: Copy of list of recommendations.xlsx 

As discussed – based on Agriculture’s first crack at determining which 
recommendations pertain to which ministries I have made the following changes 
(as requested by Agri).  The ones coloured purple are the ones I would really 
appreciate a second look at.
 
Thanks very much Andy.
 
Jenn 
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From: Witt, Andy FLNR:EX
To: Goad, Jennifer FLNR:EX; 
Subject: RE: Copy of list of Cohen recommendations
Date: Friday, November 2, 2012 4:07:00 PM
Attachments: Copy of list of recommendations aw comments.xlsx 

Jennifer, I have provided some input in red font. I am also copying Vicki and 
Andrew for their two cents worth.
Cheers
 
________________________________  
Andy Witt  
Manager, Habitat Management Section  
Fish, Wildlife, and Habitat  Branch 
4th Floor, 2975 Jutland Road  
PO Box 9338 STN PROV GOVT  
Victoria, B.C.  
V8W 9M1  
Phone: (250) 356-2353 Fax: (250) 387-9750  
e-mail: andy.witt@gov.bc.ca  
___________________________ 
 

From: Goad, Jennifer FLNR:EX  
Sent: Friday, November 2, 2012 1:43 PM 
To: Witt, Andy FLNR:EX 
Subject: Copy of list of Cohen recommendations
 
As discussed – based on Agriculture’s first crack at determining which 
recommendations pertain to which ministries I have made the following changes 
(as requested by Agri).  The ones coloured purple are the ones I would really 
appreciate a second look at.
 
Thanks very much Andy.
 
Jenn 
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From: Witt, Andy FLNR:EX
To: Graeme, Ian ENV:EX; 
Subject: Accepted: Cohen recommendations
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From: Wilson, Greg ENV:EX
To: Wilson, Andrew S FLNR:EX; Pollard, Sue M  FLNR:EX; Marshall, Vicki FLNR:EX; Down, Ted ENV:EX; 

ENV ECO Terrestrial Cons Science Section; ENV ECO Aquatic Conservation Science Section; 
Subject: Rm 4-

1:   Cohen Commission Final Report on Fraser River Sockeye Salmon news conference 1 pm today Oct 31
Date: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 12:28:27 PM

Ursula and I reserved room 4-1 to watch the Commissioner Cohen’s address, assuming its broadcast live on 
CBC or CTV.
 

 

From: Doyle, Janice [mailto:j.doyle@fisheries.ubc.ca]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 11:17 AM 
To: ubcfish-ml-all-users@mail.ubc.ca; Adrian Clarke (Adrian.Clarke@gofishbc.com); Aird, Debbie ENV:EX; 
Hebert, Allison ENV:EX; Tautz, Art ENV:EX; van Poorten, Brett ENV:EX; Hogan, Dan ENV:EX; Parkinson, Eric 
ENV:EX; Wilson, Greg ENV:EX; Heron, Jennifer M ENV:EX; Rosenfeld, Jordan ENV:EX; Harris, Shannon ENV:
EX; Stacy Webb; Godin, Theresa; Johnston, Tom FLNR:EX 
Subject: Cohen Commission Final Report on Fraser River Sockeye Salmon news conference 1 pm today 
Oct 31
 
FROM:  http://www.cohencommission.ca/en/NewsReleases/FinalReport.php
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From: Simonson, Terry ABR:EX
To: Neilson, Larry AGRI:EX; Carswell, Barron AGRI:EX; Wilson, Andrew S FLNR:

EX; 
Subject: FW: Information BN 30797 - Cohen Report
Date: Friday, November 2, 2012 10:43:00 AM
Attachments: 30797.pdf 

Hi Guys – got your call Larry and yes I am MARR’s contact for Cohen.  
 
FYI here is the BN I prepared for the MARR Minister regarding the Cohen 
recommendations on aboriginal issues.
 
Would appreciate copies of any materials you folks prepare.
 
Thanks, Terry
Terry Simonson | Director of Policy | Ministry of Aboriginal Relations 
and Reconciliation | Office: (250) 387.7616 | Cell: | Fax: (250) 
387.0887 | 3rd floor - 2957 Jutland Road, Victoria, B.C.  V9W 9B1 |  Terry.
Simonson@gov.bc.ca | http://www.gov.bc.ca/arr 

P Please consider our environment before printing this e-mail. 
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From: Neilson, Larry AGRI:EX
To: Simonson, Terry ABR:EX; Carswell, Barron AGRI:EX; Wilson, Andrew S FLNR:

EX; 
Subject: RE: Information BN 30797 - Cohen Report
Date: Friday, November 2, 2012 11:36:23 AM

Hi Terry...thank you so much...this is brilliant.  You’ve mostly done the request that 
will be coming your way before long....
I’ll also send  you the paragraphs we received from the Lawyers on these FN 
issues.  Thanks Larry
 

From: Simonson, Terry ABR:EX  
Sent: Friday, November 2, 2012 10:43 AM 
To: Neilson, Larry AGRI:EX; Carswell, Barron AGRI:EX; Wilson, Andrew S FLNR:EX 
Subject: FW: Information BN 30797 - Cohen Report
 
Hi Guys – got your call Larry and yes I am MARR’s contact for Cohen.  
 
FYI here is the BN I prepared for the MARR Minister regarding the Cohen 
recommendations on aboriginal issues.
 
Would appreciate copies of any materials you folks prepare.
 
Thanks, Terry
Terry Simonson | Director of Policy | Ministry of Aboriginal Relations 
and Reconciliation | Office: (250) 387.7616 | Cell: | Fax: (250) 
387.0887 | 3rd floor - 2957 Jutland Road, Victoria, B.C.  V9W 9B1 |  Terry.
Simonson@gov.bc.ca | http://www.gov.bc.ca/arr 

P Please consider our environment before printing this e-mail. 

Page 99 
FNR-2012-00374

s.17



Pages 100 through 118 redacted for the following reasons:
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
s.14



1

Krastel, Deborah FLNR:EX

From: Carswell, Barron AGRI:EX
Sent: Friday, November 2, 2012 12:44 PM
To: Hill, Douglas J ENV:EX; Berardinucci, Julia F FLNR:EX; Miller, Ian C FLNR:EX; Kriwoken, 

Lynn ENV:EX; Davidson, Glen W FLNR:EX; Wilkerson, Stacey L FLNR:EX
Cc: Matscha, Gabriele ENV:EX; Witt, Andy FLNR:EX; Graeme, Ian ENV:EX; McGuire, 

Jennifer ENV:EX; Goad, Jennifer FLNR:EX; Paquin, Lisa C ENV:EX; Danks, Anthony 
ENV:EX

Subject: Provinical response to Cohen Commission Report 

Hello  
 
As mentioned by Clif Prowse in his recent emails,  I on behalf of my Ministry, am responsible coordinating the 
Provincial response to the Cohen Commission recommendations.  Our intention is to have the analysis and potential 
responses  reviewed by the Deputies of the Natural Resource Board in the form a decision/briefing note.   In aid of 
this work,  I am requesting that you review the recommendations on the subject area that you gave testimony on 
and that you provide me with your views of them.  Clif has identified the relevant sections of the report so please 
start with these references and feel free to comment on related areas of the reports if needed.  We are working on 
relatively short timelines, (Nov 26), so your cooperation is much appreciated.  
 
The entire report is available on line in PDF format the three volumes as available at; 
http://www.cohencommission.ca/en/FinalReport/ 
 

N.B. Please ensure that you copy your responses to Larry Neilson Larry.Neilson@gov.bc.ca who is 
working with me on this file.   Your co‐operation is very much appreciated.  
 
 
 
Thank you, 

Barron Carswell  
Senior Manager, Marine Fisheries and Seafood Policy Unit  

4th Floor,808 Douglas St. 
Victoria, BC  
V8W 9B4  

   (250)356-5042  land line 
    (250)953-3401  fax 
 cell 
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