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12. Continue the implementation of the 
recommendations of the Missing 
Women Commission of Inquiry. 

[CSCP] 
 

  Public release of a status report on 
MWCI recommendations will occur 
when MoTI has completed their 
consultations on Highway 16. 

 
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Contact:  Lynda Cavanaugh and Clayton Pecknold 
Date: June 4, 2014          Page 1 of 3 
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Contact:  Lynda Cavanaugh and Clayton Pecknold 
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Transportation: 

 Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure talking with regional 

associations to better understand current challenges. 
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12. Continue the implementation of the 
recommendations of the Missing 
Women Commission of Inquiry. 
[CSCP] 
 

 
 

  MoTI consultations are complete. 
MoTI and Justice GCPE are discussing 
potential report release dates. 

 
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12. Continue the implementation of the 
recommendations of the Missing 
Women Commission of Inquiry. 
[CSCP] 

 
 

  Public release of a status report on 
MWCI recommendations will occur 
when MoTI has completed their 
consultations on Highway 16. 

 
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12. Continue the implementation of the 
recommendations of the Missing 
Women Commission of Inquiry. 
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  Public release of a status report on 
MWCI recommendations will occur 
when MoTI has completed their 
consultations on Highway 16. 
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12. Continue the implementation of the 
recommendations of the Missing 
Women Commission of Inquiry. 
[CSCP] 

 
 

  Public release of a status report on 
MWCI recommendations will occur 
when MoTI has completed their 
consultations on Highway 16. 

 
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Themes	 	

Consultations	.......................................................................................................................................	22	
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CONSULTATIONS	

 I	understand	that	in	June	and	July	the	Ministry	of	Transportation	
and	Infrastructure	held	discussions	with	municipal	and	First	
Nations	Leaders	in	the	region	about	the	transportation	
challenges	for	residents	living	along	the	Highway	16	corridor.		
	

 The	Ministry	of	Transportation	is	now	building	on	input	from	
these	meetings	to	develop	practical	solutions	to	the	challenges	
which	were	identified.	
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RECOMMENDATION:		
	
2)	To	develop	and	implement	an	enhanced	public	transit	system	to	provide	a	safer	
travel	option	connecting	the	Northern	communities,	particularly	along	Highway	16.	
	
Please	note	that	point	2	is	not	a	formal	recommendation.	
	
Chronology	of	meetings	
		
1. MoTI	staff	recently	(May	2014)	met	with	the	Omenica	Beetle	Action	Coalition	

(OBAC),	as	part	of	OBAC’s	regular	board	meeting,	to	discuss	general	
transportation	topics	in	the	North,	including	transportation	on	Highway	16.	
	
The	main	issues	identified	were	affordable	and	convenient	corridor‐wide	travel,	
and	a	need	for	safe	travel	alternatives	between	neighbouring	towns.	It	was	
clarified	that	transit	service	is	cost‐shared	with	municipalities,	with	BC	Transit	
contributing	46.69%	of	the	funding	and	local	governments	contributing	53.31%	
which	comes	from	property	taxes,	fares	and	advertising.	
	
Discussions	also	included	Greyhound’s	“end	to	end”	service	from	Prince	Rupert	
to	Prince	George,	and	although	it	services	the	communities	along	Highway	16,	
the	stops	are	often	at	odd	hours	which	are	inconvenient	for	users.	However,	
since	Greyhound	reduced	its	service	along	the	route,	use	has	increased,	so	there	
may	be	an	opportunity	for	the	company	to	increase	its	service.	BC	Transit	would	
take	this	into	consideration	for	any	service	additions,	as	it	wouldn’t	want	to	
compete	with	Greyhound.	
	
Transportation	service	for	medical	appointments	provided	by	Northern	Health	
was	also	discussed.	
	
There	was	also	a	constant	theme	of	the	unfairness	of	northern‐generated	tax	
revenues	being	spent	in	Vancouver/Victoria,	and	that	more	transportation	
money	should	be	flowing	to	the	area.	
	
OBAC	would	like	to	work	with	the	province	over	the	next	few	months	in	
preparation	for	a	follow‐up	meeting	at	UBCM	on	this	topic.		The	ministry	has	also	
committed	to	the	Mayors	that	there	will	be	a	consultation/conversation	period	
over	the	next	4	weeks.	
	
The	OBAC	includes	the	region	from	Valemount	to	Mackenzie	and	west	to	
Smithers.		Each	member	local	government	is	represented	on	the	Board	by	its	
Mayor	or	Chair	or	by	an	elected	official	designated	by	the	Mayor	and	council.	
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Directors:	

 Mayor	Stephanie	Killam,	District	of	Mackenzie	
 Chair	Bill	Miller,	Regional	District	of	Bulkley‐Nechako	
 Councillor	Rimas	Zitkauskas,	Village	of	Telkwa	
 Councillor	Albert	Koehler,	City	of	Prince	George	
 Mayor	Rob	MacDougall,	District	of	Fort	St.James	
 Mayor	Gerry	Thiessen,	District	of	Vanderhoof	
 Mayor	Taylor	Bachrach,	Town	of	Smithers	
 Mayor	Dwayne	Lindstrom,	Village	of	Fraser	
 Mayor	Linda	Lindsrrom,	Village	of	Fraser	Lake	
 Mayor	Linda	McGuire,	Village	of	Granisle	
 Councillor	Shane	Brennan,	District	of	Houston	
 Councillor	Rick	Thompson,	Village	of	McBride	
 Regional	District	Chair	Art	Kaehn,	Regional	District	of	Fraser‐Fort	George	
 Mayor	Luke	Strimbold,	Village	of	Burns	Lake	
 Mayor	Andru	McCracken,	Village	of	Valemount	
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HIGHWAY OF TEARS: 
 

5. When is government going to develop and implement an enhanced public transit system, as 
the commissioner urged? 
 

 This summer, the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure met with municipal and First 
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3 

Nations Leaders in communities along the Highway 16 corridor to get a better 
understanding of the transportation challenges for residents living along the corridor.  
 

 As a result of these meetings and previous discussions with stakeholders, the Ministry is 
implementing a number of practical, affordable and sustainable solutions to the 
transportation challenges which were identified. 
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3 

HIGHWAY OF TEARS: 
 

5. When is government going to develop and implement an enhanced public transit system, as 
the commissioner urged? 
 

 This summer, the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure met with municipal and First 
Nations Leaders in communities along the Highway 16 corridor to get a better 
understanding of the transportation challenges for residents living along the corridor.  
 

 As a result of these meetings and previous discussions with stakeholders, the Ministry is 
implementing a number of practical, affordable and sustainable solutions to the 
transportation challenges which were identified. 
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