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ADVICE TO MINISTER

 

CONFIDENTIAL
ISSUES NOTE

Ministry of Energy and Mines 
and Minister Responsible for Housing
Date: May 4, 2011
Minister Responsible: Hon. Rich Coleman

Fire at Remy development
Seniors Housing and first 6

storey wood-frame construction

 
KEY FACTS REGARDING THE ISSUE:
UPDATE_May4_9:40 a.m.: It appears the fire started in the 2nd phase that was under 
construction. The first phase/structure was almost complete and buttoned up, however the 
sprinklers may not have been hooked up or charged yet. Embers fell on a neighbouring home 
but were extinguished. 

� A fire destroyed two buildings under construction in Richmond. The Remy projects were the 
first six storey wood frame buildings being built under new B.C. building-code provisions that 
allowed for mid-rise wood frame construction (six-storey wood buildings).  

� The fire broke out around 10:30 p.m. PT at the site located at 9388 Cambie near the 
intersection of Stolberg Road. The building was still under construction and not occupied. 

� Richmond Fire Department expressed concerns in 2009, that their ladders were not high 
enough to reach the top of the building.  However, at the time, the fire chief had said it was 
not a concern as the building was not yet occupied.  

Current BC Building Code changes
� The 2006 BC Building Code used to allowed wood-frame residential buildings of up to four 

storeys.  
� In May 2008, the province announced changes to allow wood-frame residential buildings up 

to six-storeys. The change was effective in April 2009 and supported supports the Wood 
First policy. 

� The 2012 edition to thecurrent code will contain contains the following additional fire safety 
provisions for five and six storey residential wood-frame buildings: 
o Higher sprinkler standards (NFPA 13) established, which require sprinkler for concealed 

spaces such as attics and crawl spaces and balconies deeper than four feet. 
o Total building area maintained at 7200 square metres so maximum floor area remains 

the same as for four storey wood buildings. 
o Building height limited to 18 metres to the uppermost floor of the uppermost storey to 

ensure mezzanines are not used to achieve higher buildings than intended. 
o Fire resistance performance standards established for exterior cladding to prevent 

external fire spread. 

BC Housing Investment
� The 188-unit housing development is being built by Oris Development Corporation, and  was 

scheduled for completion in December, and was to include: 
o 33 apartments for seniors and people with disabilities & 48 affordable apartments for low- 

to moderate-income families and singles - all managed by S.U.C.C.E.S.S.  
o 37 affordable-homeownership units for sale to qualified buyers  
o 70 private-market apartments  
o 50-60 space children’s daycare 

� The province provided a $34 million construction loan to Oris - to date, $18.5 million has 
been advanced. In addition, $4.5 million in provincial and Federal funding was provided for 
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the 33 seniors apartments. Province also invested $500 thousand for the daycare. 
� Oris is planning to hold a media briefing near the site at 11:30 a.m. (May 4). 
Impact on Wood-Frame Construction in other jurisdictions:
� BC has been in discussions with Ontario and other provinces regarding mid-rise six-storey 

and a demonstration project was recently announced in Beijing. 
� The fire has created some uncertainty about higher wood-frame buildings in other 

jurisdictions contemplating a code change similar to BC’s.  
� Forest Innovation Investment (FII) reports that a Chinese official who had very recently 

toured the Remy has called to express his serious concern.   
 
                                 

                                                  
                                                      
                 

                                                    
                                                  
              

                                                             
                                                          

                           

                                              
                          

        

                                           
                                                     

                     

                                                                  
                                   

                                                                
                                                 
           

                                                    
                                                       
          

                                                             
                                

                                                             
                                                        
                                                            

                                       

Communications Contact: Maryann Anderson 250 213.1493 
Program Area Contact: Fergus McCann 778 452.6445 
File Location:   
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