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MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

BRIEFING NOTE 

 

 

PREPARED FOR: Honourable Don McRae, Minister, for Information at the request of 

Assistant Deputy Ministry, Open Government and Community 

Partnerships Division  

 

SUBJECT: Ministry connections with UBC‟s Faculty of Education via a strategic 

partnership in Growing Innovation in Rural Sites of Learning; and 

continued strategic focus on rural education. 

 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

UBC Eleanor Rix Professorship in Rural Teacher Education 

 

In 2009, Dr. Donald Rix and Laurie donated $2.5 million to the University of 

British Columbia (UBC) to create a first-of-its-kind two-year professorship in rural teacher 

education. The Eleanor Rix Professorship in Rural Teacher Education (the Professorship) was 

created to examine how best to support and prepare teachers for the unique challenges presented 

by teaching in rural school communities. Over the past two years, the Professorship has focused 

its rural teacher education efforts on several fronts, including the Faculty of Education's rural 

satellite West Kootenay Teacher Education Program, graduate research support, creation of a 

New Rural Teacher Program (in-development), support for UBC Rural Education Advisory 

Board (for superintendents of rural school districts), as well as support for Growing Innovation 

in Rural Sites of Learning (“Growing Innovation”) - a partnership involving 18 B.C. school 

districts and the Ministry of Education.  

 

In spring 2011, the Ministry of Education entered into a research partnership with UBC Faculty 

of Education to create Growing Innovation, a provincial initiative that has been highly successful 

for all partners and participating school districts/schools. 

 

The Ministry‟s connection to the Professorship is narrow. The relationship is this:  

 Funds from both the Professorship and the Ministry were contributed to UBC‟s Faculty 

of Education to launch Growing Innovation (spring 2011).  

 The start-up of Growing Innovation was dependent on the $300K contribution agreement 

from the ministry to UBC Faculty of Education.  

 UBC then combined the ministry‟s contribution with funds from the Professorship, which 

allowed Dr. Linda Farr-Darling, Associate Professor in the UBC Department of 

Curriculum & Pedagogy and appointee to the Professorship, to focus her time and 

coordination efforts on Growing Innovation (among other things). 
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DISCUSSION: 

 

Ministry Funding for Growing Innovation 

 

In spring 2011, UBC Faculty of Education received a one-time contribution agreement from the 

Ministry for $300K in order to support Growing Innovation. This financial contribution was not 

intended to support the on-going operational costs of Growing Innovation, it was instead 

designed to „jump start‟ innovative practice in rural school communities. The initiative has since 

resulted in an impressive approach for supporting rural school communities; one that involves 

educators, students, parents, community members, graduate students, faculty members, 

researchers, ministry staff, and others in working together to find innovative solutions.  

 

Beyond the Ministry‟s financial contribution, its role in this partnership was to seek emergent 

research findings that could support system transformation efforts (e.g., insights and implications 

for curriculum design, formative assessment, reporting policy, knowledge transfer, professional 

learning for educators, etc...). These insights are currently being shared with internal and external 

stakeholders to inform policy directions and system transformation efforts.  

 

In January 2012, an additional one-time financial contribution of $75K was awarded to UBC 

Faculty of Education to support the diffusion of Growing Innovation approaches to other rural 

and remote school communities. This work is resulting in the development of a diffusion 

learning framework. The deliverables associated with this contribution agreement ($75K) will be 

available in August 2012 and include videos showcasing the results of Growing Innovation.  

 

In June 2012, the Minister‟s Office received a written request from Dr. Linda Farr Darling, 

requesting additional ministry funding to support Growing Innovation. Due to economic 

realities, the ministry has no plans to provide additional monies to UBC for Growing Innovation, 

particularly because the two previous contribution agreements were designed as one-time 

awards, and the associated deliverables have been successfully achieved. 

 

Negative consequences resulting from this funding decision are not anticipated.  

 

Continued Focus on Supporting Rural and Remote Schools  

 

The Ministry‟s commitment to supporting rural and remote school communities remains strong. 

There are a number of initiatives currently underway, or in development, that support this focus. 

These include: 

 

Rural Education Partners Council (REPC): 

Ministry funding in support of REPC = $25K 

REPC aims include: 

 To facilitate open and on-going educational decision making regarding provincial rural 

funding, policies, and strategies  
 To provide opportunities for education partners to work collaboratively to identify 

challenges and opportunities in order to better serve the needs of rural learners  
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Rural Education Research Partnership with Vancouver Island University (VIU): 

Increasing Literacy and Learner Confidence in Rural and Remote Schools:  

 Ministry funding in support of VIU partnership:  $200K 

 During the 2012-213 school year, 11 rural/remote schools in six districts will participate 

in a formal research study that intensely supports professional development for educators 

and tracks the corresponding achievement levels of their learners (i.e., by PEN so that 

long-term analysis by the ministry will be possible). 

 

UVic-Saanich Rural Research Partnership: 

Ministry funding in support of UVIC partnership = $0 

 Saanich and other surrounding school districts are piloting innovative school-based 

strategies and programs  

 These pilots are supported and researched by University of Victoria (UVic) faculty 

members and Ministry staff, who track successes and note emergent themes that support 

teacher education programming and system transformation efforts 

 Pilot examples include a Global Solutions Institute at Claremont Secondary School, a 

school-based focus on team teaching and integrated curricula at Bayside Middle School, 

a „Teaching School‟ at Reynolds (where pre-service teachers will experience teacher 

education classes within the context of a secondary school), and a potential Learning 

Commons renewal at UVic. 

 

UBC Rural Education Advisory 

Ministry funding in support of UBC Rural Education Advisory = $0 

 Ministry representatives will continue to attend quarterly meetings of UBC-REA during 

which superintendents from rural and remote districts come together to support each 

other with implementation strategies for rural school communities 

 Example topics include Aboriginal Education, distributed learning, the development of a 

New Rural Teachers Program (in early discussion at UBC), and diffusion of Growing 

Innovation principles. 

 

 

 

 

 
Contact Information 

 

Libraries and 

Literacy 

250.356.1083 

Department File 

 Approved by: 

 
 

ADM 

initial 

James Gorman 

Deputy Minister 

  Date signed:  Sept. 5, 2012 
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MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

BRIEFING NOTE 

 

PREPARED FOR: Honourable Don McRae, Minister, for Information at the request of the 

Superintendent of Liaison Division, for an upcoming meeting with BC 

Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils (BCCPAC) 

 

SUBJECT: Introductory Meeting with BCCPAC 

 

BACKGROUND: 

BCCPAC is a charitable organization registered under the Society Act of BC and its mission is to 

be the collective voice of parents for the best possible public education of all children in British 

Columbia. BCCPAC is a key education partner representing parents at various provincial tables.  

BCCPAC supports parents through provincial representation, advocacy, parent resources and 

education initiatives. 

DISCUSSION: 

Internal Organization 

BCCPAC represents a membership of Parent Advisory Councils and District Parent Advisory 

Councils from every school district in the province. BCCPAC is governed by a volunteer board 

of up to nine directors elected annually by the membership, supported and assisted by staff and 

volunteers. The current executive is represented by: Terry Berting, SD41 (President), John 

Puddifoot, SD39 (First Vice-President), Nicole Mkohoniuk, SD22 (Second Vice-President), 

Susan Wilson, SD8 (Treasurer), Wendy Harris, SD40 (Secretary), Angie Carlyle, SD69 

(Director), Ayesha Haider, SD41 (Director), Bonnie Krisher, SD 71 (Director), Liz Therres, 

SD23 (Director), Ann Whiteaker, SD61 (Past President).   

Funding 

BCCPAC has worked diligently in the past year to reduce costs associated with running the 

organization.  Historically BCCPAC received three annual grants from government – 1) $317K 

operating grant 2) $150K achievement grant and 3) $150K advocacy project grant. The operating 

and achievement grants were discontinued in 2008 and the advocacy project grant discontinued 

in 2009. BCCPAC now receives a $100K annual operating grant. The BCCPAC Executive has 

expressed the hope that their infrastructure/operational grant might be restored, in whole or in 

part, in the future. The BCCPAC Executive remains concerned that their organization must rely 

on volunteers who receive no compensation for travel, meeting hours, etc. when other partner 

groups are typically compensated for the participation in similar activities. 

Parent Engagement 

BCCPAC is seeking increased opportunities for parent engagement, especially concerning public 

policy development. Ministry staff meet regularly with BCCPAC and are working closely with 

the Board to facilitate opportunities to get parent perspectives on policy initiatives. 

Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) 
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At its May 2012 AGM, BCCPAC reaffirmed two past resolutions regarding FSA data. BCCPAC 

is seeking customized item-level FSA reports for all categories of students and cohort data for 

School Planning Councils (SPCs). The rationale for this request is that SPC members require this 

data to evaluate trends in teaching excellence, challenges within the system and best practices so 

they can ensure areas requiring supports may be sustained and best practices can be identified 

and shared. 

FSA school results are available on the Ministry’s web site and the Ministry recently entered into 

an agreement with Edudata Canada to provide a suite of item-level response reports to schools 

and school districts, free of charge. Edudata Canada is an independent research organization in 

the Faculty of Education at the University of British Columbia. For the most recent three years, 

the item-level reports include the following student categories:  All students, Male, Female, All 

Non-Aboriginal, Male Non-Aboriginal, Female Non-Aboriginal, All Aboriginal, Male 

Aboriginal, and Female Aboriginal.  Other item-level reports are also available dated from 2001 

on Edudata’s website.  

 

Changes to Section 177 of the School Act 

BCCPAC passed a resolution at its May 2012 AGM that Section 177 of the School Act be 

amended to include a process which requires reporting of any such offence to police or other 

authority, confirmation from that authority that the maintenance order is appropriate, and 

include an expiration of maintenance orders as well as an appeal process for any maintenance 

orders issued. 

Section 177 of the School Act permits authorizes principals and other school administrators to 

direct individuals to leave school property and to call for assistance from a peace officer if 

necessary.  Persons directed to leave school property may not return without the prior approval 

of the principal or other administrator.  Section 177 does not make any reference to maintenance 

orders. This provision is included in the Act for the protection of students and staff, and to 

support the maintenance of order on school premises.  A parent who is concerned that he or she 

has been inappropriately excluded from school premises may wish to contact the district 

superintendent or board of education.  In addition, a parent who feels that a decision under this 

section significantly affects the education, health or safety of his/her child, may initiate an appeal 

of the decision under section 11 of the School Act. 

It would be a matter of serious concern to the Ministry if section 177 was being 

systematically misused, or if normal chains of accountability and appeal in districts were 

ineffective in addressing any issues that did arise.  However, to date the ministry has no 

evidence that this is the case.  As such, no legislative change is contemplated at this time. 

  
Contact Information 

 

Department Name 

Department Phone # 

Department File 

 Approved by: 

 
 

ADM 

initial 

James Gorman 

Deputy Minister 

  Date signed:  Sept. 11, 2012 
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