
PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General

FIRE REPORT - STRUCTURE

Emergency Management BC / Office of the Fire Commissioner INCIDENT NUMBER: CVI 2010 04 22 14 01

Location of Incident: 1841 OAK BAY AVENUE 
 VICTORIA BC V8R 1C4 

# of Occupants (At time of fire):  30 # of Injured:  0          # of Deaths:  0 Total Dollar Loss Estimate:

Related to Wildland Interface Fire:  NO Property Value: Content Value: Total Value at Risk: 

Code Name :  Code Description

PROPERTY COMPLEX  : 3200 RESIDENTIAL - APARTMENT

PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION  : 3230 APARTMENT, TOWNHOUSE - 5 TO 20 UNITS WITH BUSINESS

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION  : 2000 PROTECTED COMBUSTIBLE CONSTRUCTION - WOOD PROTECTED BY PLAST

BUILDING HEIGHT  : 0030 3 STORIES ABOVE GRADE

GROUND FLOOR AREA  : 5000 2501 TO 5000M2 (26911 - 53820FT2)

YEAR OF CONSTRUCTION  : 1975 1975

MANUAL FIRE PROTECTION  : 2000 EXTINGUISHERS & STANDPIPE SYSTEM

OUTSIDE FIRE PROTECTION  : 1000 PUBLIC HYDRANT PROTECTION & FIRE DEPARTMENT

SPRINKLER PROTECTION  : 6000 PARTIAL SPRINKLER PROTECTION - UNSUPERVISED, LOCAL ALARMS ON

AUTOMATIC FIRE ALARM SYSTE  : 2000 FIRE ALARM SYSTEM - LOCAL (BUILDING ONLY)

SMOKE ALARM OPERATION  : 1000 ALARM ACTIVATED - ASSISTED OCCUPANT(S) IN EVACUATING

INITIAL DETECTION  : 7000 VISUAL SIGHTING OR OTHER MEANS OF PERSONAL DETECTION (E.G. S

TRANSMISSION OF ALARM  : 1000 911

FIRE SERVICE  : 1000 CAREER FIRE DEPARTMENT ONLY

INCIDENT  : 1000 FIRE - FIRE DEPARTMENT ATTENDED

ACTION TAKEN  : 3000 EXTINGUISHED BY FIRE DEPARTMENT

METHOD OF FIRE CONTROL  : 4200 38MM OR 42MM (1 1/2'' OR 1 3/4'') HOSE - 1 HAND LINE

FIRE ORIGIN, LEVEL  : 8000 ROOF LEVEL - INCLUDES CONCEALED ROOF SPACE, ATTIC

FIRE ORIGIN, AREA  : 7400 CEILING & ROOF/CEILING SPACE (ATTIC)

EXTENT OF FIRE  : 2000 CONFINED TO PART OF ROOM/AREA OF ORIGIN

EXTENT OF DAMAGE  : 2000 CONFINED TO PART OF ROOM/AREA OF ORIGIN

IGNITING OBJECT  : 7700 TORCH - OTHER THAN CUTTING, WELDING - INCLUDES PLUMBER'S FUR

FUEL OR ENERGY  : 4200 FUEL GAS - PROPANE

FORM OF HEAT  : 4000 DIRECT FLAME

MATERIAL FIRST IGNITED  : 9900 MISCELLANEOUS - UNCLASSIFIED (DESCRIBE)

ACT OR OMISSION  : 2600 TORCH TOO CLOSE

 

Investigating Officer LAFC Badge #  Telephone ReportDate
BARRATT, BONNIE 1356  250-920-3366 2010-04-30
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PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General

FIRE REPORT - STRUCTURE (NARRATIVE)

Emergency Management BC / Office of the Fire Commissioner INCIDENT NUMBER: CVI 2010 04 22 14 01

Remarks:

FIRE INVESTIGATION REPORT: # 10-09 DATE: APRIL 22, 2010 INCIDENT: STRUCTURE FIRE ? 1841 OAK BAY AVENUE 
INCIDENT COMMANDER: BATTALION CHIEF R. JACKSON I INITIALLY ATTENDED THIS FIRE SHORTLY AFTER IT WAS 
DISPATCHED AT 1457HRS. I HEARD OVER THE RADIO ABOUT THE FIRE AND AS IT WAS A BUILDING IN MY 
INSPECTION DISTRICT, I REQUESTED PERMISSION FROM CAPTAIN INSPECTOR STEVE MEIKLE TO ATTEND. I 
REPORTED TO INCIDENT COMMAND AND STATED THAT I WOULD STAND BY IN CASE I WAS NEEDED. AFTER ABOUT 
20 MINUTES, THE INCIDENT COMMANDER MADE IT CLEAR TO ME THAT I WAS NOT REQUIRED, SO I LEFT. ABOUT AN 
HOUR LATER I WAS CONTACTED BY THE ALARM ROOM AND ASKED TO ATTEND. I ARRIVED ON SCENE AT 
APPROXIMATELY 1630HRS AND REPORTED TO CHIEF JACKSON AGAIN. CHIEF JACKSON, MR. (THE 
RESIDENT PROPERTY MANAGER) AND I WENT UP TO THE ROOF TO HAVE A LOOK. I SAW AN EIGHT BY EIGHT SQUARE 
FOOT CUT OUT OF THE ROOF, WHERE FIRE CREWS HAD CUT THE ROOF BACK TO ?GOOD WOOD? (WHERE THE WOOD 
IS UNTOUCHED BY FIRE). I WAS ABLE TO SEE A BURN PATTERN AND FOLLOWED THE PATTERN BACK TO THE POINT 
OF ORIGIN, A DRYER VENT PIPE. A ROOFER WITH ALPHA ROOFING STATED TO ME THAT HE WAS 
DOING ?TORCH ON? (WHERE DIRECT FLAME IS USED) AT THE VENT PIPE AND SAW SMOKE. HE IMMEDIATELY 
PULLED THE VENT (BIRDHOUSE SHAPED) OFF THE PIPE, AND HE AND (ANOTHER ROOFER WITH 
ALPHA) USED THEIR FIRE EXTINGUISHERS AND ALL AVAILABLE DRINKING WATER TO TRY AND EXTINGUISH THE 
FIRE. AS THEY PULLED BACK SOME OF THE ROOFING TO DOUSE THE FLAMES, THEY NOTICED A LARGE AMOUNT OF 
DRYER LINT IN THE SPACE. AT THIS TIME, THE FOREMAN, CALLED 911 AND REPORTED THE FIRE 
ON THE ROOF. THE FIRE CONTINUED TO SPREAD. WHEN FIRE CREWS ARRIVED, THEY USED A INCH AND THREE 
QUARTER FIRE HOSE TO EXTINGUISH THE FIRE AND TO COOL DOWN THE SURROUNDING AREA. THEY EXPOSED 
MORE ROOF (AN EIGHT BY EIGHT SQUARE FOOT SECTION, TO UN-BURNED WOOD) AND USED THE THERMAL 
IMAGING CAMERA (TIC) ON THE WALLS AND CEILINGS OF THE THIRD FLOOR TO DETERMINE IF THERE WERE ANY 
HOT SPOTS. THEY FOUND NONE. THE CREWS ALSO OPENED A SECTION OF THE WALL IN SUITE 306 (DIRECTLY 
BENEATH THE FIRE ON THE ROOF). THEY FOUND SOME CHARRED INSULATION, BUT NO FIRE EXTENSION. THE TIC 
FOUND NO HOT SPOTS AFTER THE WALL WAS OPENED. ALPHA'S FOREMAN ASSURED ME THAT THEY WERE NOT 
GOING TO DO ANY FURTHER ROOFING AND THAT HE WOULD COVER THE HOLE THAT AFTERNOON. I HAVE 
CONCLUDED, BASED ON MY INVESTIGATION AND INTERVIEWS WITH THE ROOFING CREW, THAT THIS FIRE WAS 
ACCIDENTAL, CAUSED BY CONDUCTED HEAT FROM THE ROOFER'S TORCH. THE POINT OF ORIGIN WAS AT THE 
DRYER VENT PIPE AND THE MATERIAL FIRST IGNITED WAS DRYER LINT. PHOTOS TAKEN AT THE SCENE HAVE NOT 
BEEN ALTERED OTHER THAN TO FIT THE PRINTED PAGE AND TO ADD ARROWS FOR CLARITY. IF ANY FURTHER 
INFORMATION IS PROVIDED TO ME, THIS REPORT WILL BE UPDATED. 
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PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General

FIRE REPORT - STRUCTURE (NAMES)

Emergency Management BC / Office of the Fire Commissioner INCIDENT NUMBER: CVI 2010 04 22 14 01

Name no. : 1 Name Status : OWNER
Name : Phone :
Address :

Claims Adjuster Name :
Claims Adjuster Firm :
Claim Number :
Insurance Company :
Policy Number :
 
LOSS ESTIMATES:
Property Loss : Content Loss : Total Loss :

REMARKS: 
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PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General

FIRE REPORT - STRUCTURE

Emergency Management BC / Office of the Fire Commissioner INCIDENT NUMBER: CVI 2010 04 22 22 01

Location of Incident: 1841 OAK BAY AVENUE 
 VICTORIA BC V8R 1C4 

# of Occupants (At time of fire):  50 # of Injured:  0          # of Deaths:  0 Total Dollar Loss Estimate:

Related to Wildland Interface Fire:  NO Property Value: Content Value: Total Value at Risk: 

Code Name :  Code Description

PROPERTY COMPLEX  : 3200 RESIDENTIAL - APARTMENT

PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION  : 3250 APARTMENT, TOWNHOUSE - OVER 20 UNITS WITH OR W/O BUSINESS

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION  : 2000 PROTECTED COMBUSTIBLE CONSTRUCTION - WOOD PROTECTED BY PLAST

BUILDING HEIGHT  : 0030 3 STORIES ABOVE GRADE

GROUND FLOOR AREA  : 5000 2501 TO 5000M2 (26911 - 53820FT2)

YEAR OF CONSTRUCTION  : 1975 1975

MANUAL FIRE PROTECTION  : 2000 EXTINGUISHERS & STANDPIPE SYSTEM

OUTSIDE FIRE PROTECTION  : 1000 PUBLIC HYDRANT PROTECTION & FIRE DEPARTMENT

SPRINKLER PROTECTION  : 6000 PARTIAL SPRINKLER PROTECTION - UNSUPERVISED, LOCAL ALARMS ON

AUTOMATIC FIRE ALARM SYSTE  : 2000 FIRE ALARM SYSTEM - LOCAL (BUILDING ONLY)

SMOKE ALARM OPERATION  : 1000 ALARM ACTIVATED - ASSISTED OCCUPANT(S) IN EVACUATING

INITIAL DETECTION  : 7000 VISUAL SIGHTING OR OTHER MEANS OF PERSONAL DETECTION (E.G. S

TRANSMISSION OF ALARM  : 1000 911

FIRE SERVICE  : 1000 CAREER FIRE DEPARTMENT ONLY

INCIDENT  : 1000 FIRE - FIRE DEPARTMENT ATTENDED

ACTION TAKEN  : 3000 EXTINGUISHED BY FIRE DEPARTMENT

METHOD OF FIRE CONTROL  : 4300 38MM/42MM (1 1/2''/1 3/4'') HOSE - 2 OR MORE HAND LINES

FIRE ORIGIN, LEVEL  : 8000 ROOF LEVEL - INCLUDES CONCEALED ROOF SPACE, ATTIC

FIRE ORIGIN, AREA  : 7700 EXTERIOR ROOF

EXTENT OF FIRE  : 5000 CONFINED TO BUILDING OF ORIGIN

EXTENT OF DAMAGE  : 5000 CONFINED TO BUILDING OF ORIGIN

IGNITING OBJECT  : 7800 HOT ASHES, EMBERS - NOT ASSOCIATED WITH SMOKER'S MATERIAL

FUEL OR ENERGY  : 0009 FUEL OR ENERGY - UNCLASSIFIED (DESCRIBE)

FORM OF HEAT  : 1000 SPARK, EMBER - INCLUDES FLYING BRAND OR SPARK SHOWER

MATERIAL FIRST IGNITED  : 1000 ROOF COVERING - WOOD

ACT OR OMISSION  : 7900 HUMAN FAILING - UNCLASSIFIED (DESCRIBE)
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PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General

FIRE REPORT - STRUCTURE (NARRATIVE)

Emergency Management BC / Office of the Fire Commissioner INCIDENT NUMBER: CVI 2010 04 22 22 01

Remarks:

FIRE INVESTIGATION REPORT: # 10-10 DATE: APRIL 22, 2010 INCIDENT: SECOND STRUCTURE FIRE ? 1841 OAK BAY 
AVENUE INCIDENT COMMANDER: BATTALION CHIEF E. HUTCHINSON I WAS CONTACTED AT MY HOME AT 2235HRS 
TO ATTEND A STRUCTURE FIRE AT 1841 OAK BAY AVENUE. I HAD ATTENDED THIS ADDRESS EARLIER IN THE DAY 
FOR A FIRE THAT HAD STARTED ON THE ROOF, BY ROOFERS PERFORMING ?TORCH ON?. SEE FILE NUMBER 10-09. I 
ARRIVED ON SCENE AT APPROXIMATELY 2300HRS AND REPORTED TO INCIDENT COMMAND. I COULD SEE THAT THE 
FIRE CREWS WERE EXTINGUISHING A FIRE THAT WAS ON THE ROOF AND FROM WHERE I WAS STANDING, SOME 
THIRD FLOOR SUITES. I TOOK INITIAL PHOTOS OF THE OUTSIDE OF THE BUILDING. I WAS ABLE TO SPEAK TO FIRST IN 
FIRE FIGHTERS D. CAREY, K. NANNINGA AND J. PAKOS. LT. CAREY TOLD ME THAT WHEN THEY ARRIVED, THEY 
WENT TO THE ROOF FIRST. HE SAW THE FIRE MOVING FROM A CUT OUT AREA, EASTWARD. LT. CAREY MENTIONED 
THAT HE SAW ROOFING TOOLS ON FIRE AND A LARGE PIECE OF EQUIPMENT WAS FALLING INTO THE BUILDING. HE 
TRIED TO CATCH IT BUT DETERMINED IT WAS TOO HEAVY AND LET IT FALL. THIS WAS A ?ROOF CUTTER?. THE 
CREWS ADVANCED A 1.5 INCH LINE AND KNOCKED THE FIRE DOWN. THEY USED FOAM AND WATER. LT. CAREY'S 
WITNESS STATEMENT IS INCLUDED IN THE FILE. THEY THEN PROCEEDED TO THE THIRD FLOOR, INTERIOR OF THE 
BUILDING AND EXTINGUISHED THE FIRES THAT WERE BURNING IN SUITES 306, 305, 304 AND THE LAUNDRY ROOM. 
THE FIRE HAD EXTENDED TO THE CEILINGS OF THESE THREE SUITES AND BURNED THROUGH. THE ROOF CUTTER 
HAD FALLEN THROUGH THE CEILING INTO THE BATHROOM OF SUITE 306. THE FOREMAN OF 
ALPHA ROOFING WHO WERE DOING ?TORCH-ON? ROOFING EARLIER IN THE DAY INFORMED ME THAT WHEN HE HAD 
COVERED THE HOLE MADE BY FIRE CREWS IN THE AFTERNOON, HE HAD PLACED THE ROOF CUTTER ON TOP OF THE 
PLYWOOD AND TARP TO KEEP IT IN PLACE. WHEN I MADE MY WAY TO THE ROOF TO LOOK AT THE FIRE PATTERNS, 
IT WAS APPARENT TO ME THAT THE FIRE HAD STARTED IN THE GENERAL AREA OF THE ORIGINAL FIRE, AND MADE 
ITS WAY EAST ACROSS THE ROOF. BURN PATTERNS CLEARLY SHOW WHERE THE FIRE TRAVELED UNDER THE 
JOISTS. THE MOST EXTENSIVE DAMAGE ON THE ROOF WAS ABOVE SUITE 306, LESSENING AS IT MADE ITS WAY TO 
ABOVE SUITE 304. THE FOLLOWING DAY, APRIL 23RD, CAPTAIN STEVE MEIKLE AND I RETURNED TO THE SCENE. WE 
TOOK FURTHER PHOTOS AND DISCUSSED THE FIRE. CPT. MEIKLE AND I CAME TO THE SAME CONCLUSION. HIS 
STATEMENT IS ATTACHED. I HAVE SYSTEMATICALLY RULED OUT ALL THE OTHER POSSIBILITIES AT THIS TIME AND 
HAVE NO FURTHER INFORMATION TO CONTRADICT MY CONCLUSION. I CONCLUDE, BASED ON MY INVESTIGATION, 
INTERVIEWS WITH FIRE CREWS AND ROOFERS, AND PHOTOS TAKEN AT THE SCENE, THAT THIS FIRE WAS CAUSED 
BY AN UN-EXTINGUISHED EMBER BETWEEN THE CEILING AND ROOF FROM THE ORIGINAL FIRE IN THE AFTERNOON. 
IT WOULD HAVE SMOLDERED FOR AN UNDETERMINED AMOUNT OF TIME BEFORE BECOMING STRONG ENOUGH TO 
IGNITE MATERIALS AROUND IT AND SPREAD. PHOTOS HAVE NOT BEEN ALTERED OTHER THAN TO ADD ARROWS 
FOR CLARITY AND SIZING TO FIT THE PRINTED PAGE. IF OTHER INFORMATION BECOMES AVAILABLE TO ME, THIS 
REPORT WILL BE UPDATED. 
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PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General

FIRE REPORT - STRUCTURE (NAMES)

Emergency Management BC / Office of the Fire Commissioner INCIDENT NUMBER: CVI 2010 04 22 22 01

Name no. : 1 Name Status : OWNER
Name : Phone :
Address :

Claims Adjuster Name :
Claims Adjuster Firm :
Claim Number :
Insurance Company :
Policy Number :
 
LOSS ESTIMATES:
Property Loss : Content Loss : Total Loss :

REMARKS: 
 
PRELIMINARY DOLLAR LOSS ONLY - NO INFORMATION ON CONTENTS AT THIS TIME - CLAIMS STILL PENDING 

 

Investigating Officer LAFC Badge #  Telephone ReportDate
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