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 Date: June 14, 2013 
 Cliff No.:  78804 
 

MINISTRY OF ENERGY AND MINES 
 

BRIEFING NOTE FOR INFORMATION 
 
I    PREPARED FOR: Honourable Bill Bennett, Minister of Energy and Mines 
 
II    ISSUE: Efficiencies in exploration permitting 
 
III   BACKGROUND: 
 
In the 2011 Canada Starts Here: The BC Jobs Plan, the Province committed to: 
 

1) Reducing the September 2011 backlog of Notices of Work by 80 percent by August 2012.  
2) Reduce the average turnaround time for Notices of Work to 60 days by 2013 onward. 

 
The Province reached the reduced backlog target in 2012 and is now focused on reducing the average 
turnaround time.  The average turnaround time for all Notices of Work (placer, aggregate and 
exploration) is 65 days as of June 1, 2013.  This is a reduction from 110 days in 2011.  Turnaround time 
for mineral and coal exploration Notices of Work is 68 days. 
 
IV   DISCUSSION: 
 
The Mines and Mineral Resources Division (MMRD) is working with the Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations (FLNRO), the Ministry of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation 
(MARR) and others on a number of initiatives to continue to streamline the exploration permitting 
process. 
 
Multi-Year Area Based Permitting 

 The MMRD has historically issued permits for mineral and coal exploration projects on the basis of 
annual applications to perform specific activities on a site.  Multi-year area-based (MYAB) 
permitting is the practice of authorizing exploration activities, typically for up to five years, within 
identified activity areas.  

 An increased number of MYAB permits is expected to decrease the number of applications and 
amendments that need to be considered on an annual basis. 

Virtual FrontCounterBC (e-Application System) 

 On March 1, 2013, the Province moved from paper to electronic applications for mineral and coal 
exploration permits, placer mining permits and aggregate permits.   

 The e-Application System is expected to significantly increase the quality of applications which will 
contribute to more efficient referrals and First Nations consultation. 

 This system also allows clients to track progress of their applications on line. 
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Permit Regulation 

 Effective September 1, 2013, amendments to Mines Act permits will not be required for some low-
impact exploration activities (induced polarization, exploration drill programs on operating mine 
sites, extending the timing of proposed work).  The regulation will help focus Ministry resources on 
higher-impact projects.  Once in effect, these exemptions will reduce the number of these 
applications by up to 15 percent or about 80 amended permits per year. 

 

Memorandum of Understanding and Cooperation with FLNRO 
 
 The Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations and the Ministry of Energy and 

Mines annually update the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) which defines the operating 
relationship between both ministries.  In 2013, revisions to the MoU focus on provision of geomatics 
services for Notices of Work, and better defined roles and responsibilities for First Nations 
consultation and other continuous improvement projects. 

 In 2012, Operations Coordinators and administrative staff were moved from FLNRO to MEM to 
more directly support the Notice of Work application review process. 

V   CONCLUSION: 
 
MEM and FLNRO have made great progress in clearing the backlog and reducing the turnaround times 
for processing Notices of Work. Sustained funding and continued efficiencies will ensure the 60-day 
target is met in 2013.  
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 David Morel, ADM √    
     250-952-8007 David Nikolejsin, DM  
 
 
Appendix: Average Notice of Work Turnaround Time by Month 
 

 
 

(Each monthly average is an average of the previous 12 months of permit decisions.) 
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