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Date Drafted:  January 17, 2012 
Revision No.:   1 CLIFF No: 151770 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
BRIEFING NOTE 

 
 

PREPARED FOR: Honourable George Abbott, Minister, for Information in preparation 
for a meeting with Minister Blair Lekstrom 

 
SUBJECT: School District No. 59 (Peace River South) Operating Grant Funding 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Funding for K-12 districts is based on an allocation of the Operating Grant.  The Operating Grant 
funding formula is a population based formula – ensuring funding is associated with students and 
not services or costs.  Transportation was the remaining services based supplement based on 
1999/2000 costs. 
 
As a result of consultation with BC School Trustees Association (BCSTA) in December 2011, 
trustees and school district staff were notified of a number of changes to the operating grant 
funding formula that take effect for the 2012/13 school year.  These include: 
• A new supplement for vulnerable students based on the CommunityLINK allocation; 
• Additional support for remote elementary schools through improvements to the Small 

Community Supplement formula; 
• Additional support for small districts through improvements to the Low Enrolment Factor; 
• A new allocation based on student location will be phased in to replace the current 

transportation supplement; 
• Funding Protection will protect districts with declining enrolment from year-to-year losses 

greater than 1.5 percent. 
 
Peace River South school district staff has taken a particular interest in the changes to the 
transportation component, even though the district receives the Funding Protection supplement 
and is expected to for the near future, ensuring a year-to-year decline of no more than  
1.5 percent.  In fact, the district’s own analysis shows that funding would be no different with or 
without the transportation change over the next 3 years (Appendix 1). 

DISCUSSION: 
 

• In 2011/12, School District No. 59 (Peace River South) is estimated to receive  
$42.4 million in operating grant funding for just under 3,900 FTE. 

• This is an increase of more than $4 million or 10.5% since 2001/02 despite enrolment 
decline of nearly 1,000 or 20.1 percent in that time. 

• As a result, per pupil funding for 2011/12 is estimated to be $10,925, about $3,250 or 
42 percent higher than it was ten years ago. 
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• The Sparseness Index for School District No. 59 (Peace River South) is 11.7 percent 

with 10 disperse schools.  Other districts where enrolment is as disperse or more 
disperse as that of the Peace River South School District and receiving less 
Transportation funding on a per student basis include: 
 
School District $ per FTE Sparseness Index % Disperse Schools 
No. 82 (Coast Mountains) 384 21.8 11 
No. 5 (Southeast Kootenay) 273 12.6 8 
No. 57 (Prince George) 295 6.1 10 
No. 91 (Nechako Lakes) 602 40.4 17 

 
• School District No. 59 (Peace River South) Transportation is based on average daily 

kilometres of 9,303.  This compares to: 
 
School District Avg. Daily km Compared to SD No. 59 (Peace River South)
No. 91 (Nechako Lakes) 8,189 more disperse schools and a higher proportion 

of students enrolled in disperse schools 
No. 57 (Prince George) 12,890 more than three times the enrolment 
No. 82 (Coast Mountains) 6,074 900 more students attending sparse schools 

 
• The Student Location Factor is based on enrolment and school-age population density 

in each community in which a school board operates a school. 
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Date Drafted:  January 17, 2012 
Revision No.:   3 CLIFF No: 151770 

 
 
Contact Information 
 
Resource Management Division 
387-0893 

 
OSB 

Approved by: 
 
Approved via email 

 

ADM 
initial 

James Gorman 
Deputy Minister 

 

  Date signed:   
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Student Location Factor  Existing Transportation and Housing Supplement 

2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 
Projected Projected Projected Projected Projected Projected 

Student Base Allocation  $26,091,862  $26,000,541  $25,935,540  $26,091,862  $26,000,541  $25,935,540  
Supplements: 

Enrolment Decline  100,000 0 0 100,000 0 0
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Date Drafted:  March 5, 2012 

Revision No.:   1 CLIFF No: 153254 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

BRIEFING NOTE 

 

 

PREPARED FOR: Honourable George Abbott, for Information, in preparation for a 

meeting with Marc Dalton, MLA (Maple Ridge-Mission), and 

representatives from the District of Maple Ridge, Maple Ridge-Pitt 

Meadows Board of Education, and School District No. 42 (Maple 

Ridge-Pitt Meadows), at the request of the Resource Management 

Division. 

 

SUBJECT: Future school site acquisitions by School District No. 42 (Maple 

Ridge-Pitt Meadows) in the District of Maple Ridge. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 Since 1996, the Board has acquired four sites for new schools; to date, but only two sites 

have been fully built out: 

-

-

- Pitt Meadows Middle School in Pitt Meadows – acquired in 2001 for $1.9 million, 

but currently surplus due to declining enrolment. 

 Since 2001, the Board has closed four schools across the School District due to declining 

enrolment. 
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Date Drafted:  March 5, 2012 

Revision No.:   2 CLIFF No: 153254 

DISCUSSION: 

 

 The School District is currently experiencing some population growth in the Albion area of 

the District of Maple Ridge. 

 There are nine elementary schools currently serving the Albion area with current enrolments 

exceeding capacity by only 18 students. 

 Projected student enrolments (Albion area only) indicate the need of approximately 450 

additional spaces by 2015/16. 

 

LINKS TO OTHER MINISTRIES:  n/a 

 

  
 

 

 

Contact Information 

 

Capital Management Branch 

Resource Management Div. 

356-7814 

DS on 

behalf 

of KM 

Approved by: 

 
 

ADM 

Initial 

James Gorman 

Deputy Minister 

  Date signed:  March 5, 2012 
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MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

BRIEFING NOTE 

 

PREPARED FOR: Honourable George Abbott, Minister for Information in preparation  

for a meeting with MLA Dawn Black on March 29, 2012 

 

SUBJECT: John Robson Elementary and West Side Middle School projects in School 

District No. 40 (New Westminster) 

  

ISSUE: 

MLA Dawn Black has requested a meeting to discuss the status of capital projects for John Robson 

Elementary and West Side Middle School in New Westminster. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

The Ministry supported the new West Side Middle School in its 2003/04 Capital Plan. The school is 

to be constructed on the site of John Robson Elementary School, and will enable the district to ease 

enrolment pressure on New Westminster Secondary School (NWSS) by accommodating Grade 8 

students.

 

Construction of the middle school 

will proceed as the elementary is completed in the Fall/Winter of 2013 and will be able to 

accommodate the elementary enrolment; grade 8 students will remain in NWSS until the middle 

school is completed in Fall/Winter 2015. 

 

s 

h 
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Date Drafted:  March 23, 2012 

Revision No.:   2 CLIFF No: 155909 
 

 

LINKS TO OTHER MINISTRIES:  n/a 
 

 
Contact Information 

 

Resource Management Div. 

356-7814 

OSB DS 

for KM 

Approved by: 

 
 

ADM 

Initial 

James Gorman 

Deputy Minister 

  Date signed:  March 28, 2012 
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