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Treasury Board Submission – Request for Decision
Minister: Honourable Rich Coleman
Ministry: Energy and Mines 
Date: November 16, 2011 Ministry Document #: TB 02-11/12
Title: Northwest Transmission Line - Iskut Extension Negotiation Mandate 

Background / Context:
The Northwest Transmission Line (NTL) is a 344- kilometre, (km), 287 kV, publicly-

owned transmission line from Skeena Substation near Terrace to Bob Quinn Lake (Bob 

Page 1 
EGM-2012-00065

EGM-2013-00049 
1

s.12



C o n f i d e n t i a l  A d v i c e  t o  C a b i n e t Page | 2

Quinn). Initially reported at a budget of $404 million, and in BC Hydro’s Service Plan at 

a -10%/+30% planning estimate range of $364-525 million, NTL will be at the higher end 

of the range based on the construction and equipment contracts that have now been let.

NTL will support development of mines and clean energy projects in the region, leading 

to the creation of high-paying jobs for regional residents and First Nations. The NTL 

has environmental approval, First Nations support and has all major permits.  BC Hydro 

recently selected the team of Valard Construction and Burns and McDonnell to build the 

project.  Preliminary work has started and will continue through winter 2011/12.  Major 

facility construction will begin in spring 2012 to meet a spring 2015 in-service date.

The Government of Canada (Canada) allocated $130M from its Green Infrastructure 

Fund towards construction of the NTL.  The Province and Canada signed the

BC-Canada Contribution Agreement (CA) on June 30, 2010.  The agreement includes a 

condition subsequent to run a distribution line from the NTL’s terminus at Bob Quinn to 

electrify Iskut no later than September 30, 2015.  Failure to do so would be considered 

a breach of contract and entitle Canada to recoup its funding.
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Contact: Les MacLaren, ADM
250-952-0204

Honourable Rich Coleman
Minister of Energy and Mines

Date Signed
Map Attachment -- NTL / Iskut Extension - Potential Mines
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Treasury Board Submission – Request for Decision
Minister: Honourable Rich Coleman
Ministry: Energy and Mines 
Date: January 9, 2012 Ministry Document #: TB 02-11/12
Title: Northwest Transmission Line - Iskut Extension Negotiation Mandate 

Background / Context:
The Northwest Transmission Line (NTL) is a 344- kilometre, (km), 287 kV, publicly-

owned transmission line from Skeena Substation near Terrace to Bob Quinn Lake (Bob 
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Quinn). Initially reported at a budget of $404 million, and in BC Hydro’s Service Plan at 

a -10%/+30% planning estimate range of $364-525 million, NTL will be at the higher end 

of the range based on the construction and equipment contracts that have now been let.

NTL will support development of mines and clean energy projects in the region, leading 

to the creation of high-paying jobs for regional residents and First Nations. The NTL 

has environmental approval, First Nations support and has all major permits.  BC Hydro 

has selected the team of Valard Construction and Burns and McDonnell to build the 

project.  Preliminary work started in the fall of 2011.  Major facility construction will 

begin in spring 2012 to meet a spring 2015 in-service date.

The Government of Canada (Canada) allocated $130M from its Green Infrastructure 

Fund towards construction of the NTL.  The Province and Canada signed the

BC-Canada Contribution Agreement (CA) on June 30, 2010.  The agreement includes a 

condition subsequent to run a distribution line from the NTL’s terminus at Bob Quinn to 

electrify Iskut no later than September 30, 2015.  Failure to do so would be considered 

a breach of contract and entitle Canada to recoup its funding.
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Contact: Les MacLaren, ADM
250-952-0204

Honourable Rich Coleman
Minister of Energy and Mines

Date Signed
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Treasury Board Submission – Request for Decision
Minister: Honourable Rich Coleman
Ministry: Energy and Mines 
Date: January 16, 2012 Ministry Document #: TB 02-11/12
Title: Northwest Transmission Line - Iskut Extension Negotiation Mandate 

Issue:

Background / Context:
The Northwest Transmission Line (NTL) is a 344- kilometre, (km), 287 kV, publicly-

owned transmission line from Skeena Substation near Terrace to Bob Quinn Lake (Bob 
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Quinn). Initially reported at a budget of $404 million, and in BC Hydro’s Service Plan at 

a -10%/+30% planning estimate range of $364-525 million, NTL will be at the higher end 

of the range based on the construction and equipment contracts that have now been let.

NTL will support development of mines and clean energy projects in the region, leading 

to the creation of high-paying jobs for regional residents and First Nations. The NTL 

has environmental approval, First Nations support and has all major permits.  BC Hydro 

has selected the team of Valard Construction and Burns and McDonnell to build the 

project.  Preliminary work started in the fall of 2011.  Major facility construction will 

begin in spring 2012 to meet a spring 2015 in-service date.

The Government of Canada (Canada) allocated $130M from its Green Infrastructure 

Fund towards construction of the NTL.  The Province and Canada signed the

BC-Canada Contribution Agreement (CA) on June 30, 2010.  The agreement includes a 

condition subsequent to run a distribution line from the NTL’s terminus at Bob Quinn to 

electrify Iskut no later than September 30, 2015.  Failure to do so would be considered 

a breach of contract and entitle Canada to recoup its funding.
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Contact: Les MacLaren, ADM
250-952-0204

Honourable Rich Coleman
Minister of Energy and Mines

Date Signed
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Treasury Board Submission – Request for Decision
Minister: Honourable Rich Coleman
Ministry: Energy and Mines 
Date: January 16, 2012 Ministry Document #: TB 02-11/12
Title: Northwest Transmission Line - Iskut Extension Negotiation Mandate 

Background / Context:
The Northwest Transmission Line (NTL) is a 344- kilometre, (km), 287 kV, publicly-

owned transmission line from Skeena Substation near Terrace to Bob Quinn Lake (Bob 
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Quinn). Initially reported at a budget of $404 million, and in BC Hydro’s Service Plan at 

a -10%/+30% planning estimate range of $364-525 million, NTL will be at the higher end 

of the range based on the construction and equipment contracts that have now been let.

NTL will support development of mines and clean energy projects in the region, leading 

to the creation of high-paying jobs for regional residents and First Nations. The NTL 

has environmental approval, First Nations support and has all major permits.  BC Hydro 

has selected the team of Valard Construction and Burns and McDonnell to build the 

project.  Preliminary work started in the fall of 2011.  Major facility construction will 

begin in spring 2012 to meet a spring 2015 in-service date.

The Government of Canada (Canada) allocated $130M from its Green Infrastructure 

Fund towards construction of the NTL.  The Province and Canada signed the

BC-Canada Contribution Agreement (CA) on June 30, 2010.  The agreement includes a 

condition subsequent to run a distribution line from the NTL’s terminus at Bob Quinn to 

electrify Iskut no later than September 30, 2015.  Failure to do so would be considered 

a breach of contract and entitle Canada to recoup its funding.
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Contact: Les MacLaren, ADM
250-952-0204

Honourable Rich Coleman
Minister of Energy and Mines

Date Signed
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Treasury Board Submission – Request for Decision
Minister: Honourable Rich Coleman
Ministry: Energy and Mines 
Date: February 3, 2012 Ministry Document #: TB 02-11/12
Title: Northwest Transmission Line - Iskut Extension Negotiation Mandate 

Issue:

Background / Context:
The Northwest Transmission Line (NTL) is a 344 kilometre (km), 287 kV, publicly-owned 

transmission line from Skeena Substation near Terrace to Bob Quinn Lake (Bob Quinn).
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NTL will support development of mines and clean energy projects in the region, leading 

to the creation of high-paying jobs for regional residents and First Nations. The NTL 

has environmental approval, First Nations support and has all major permits.  BC Hydro 

has selected the team of Valard Construction and Burns and McDonnell to build the 

project.  Preliminary work started in the fall of 2011.  Major facility construction will 

begin in spring 2012 to meet a spring 2015 in-service date.

The Government of Canada (Canada) allocated $130M from its Green Infrastructure 

Fund towards construction of the NTL.  The Province and Canada signed the

BC-Canada Contribution Agreement (CA) on June 30, 2010.  The agreement includes a 

condition subsequent to run a distribution line from the NTL’s terminus at Bob Quinn to 

electrify Iskut no later than September 30, 2015.  Failure to do so would be considered 

a breach of contract and entitle Canada to recoup its funding. The Ministry has also 

secured a $180M (NPV) avoided cost contribution from AltaGas towards the NTL costs.  

AltaGas is constructing three hydro projects northwest of Bob Quinn.
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Contact: Les MacLaren, ADM
250-952-0204

Honourable Rich Coleman
Minister of Energy and Mines

Date Signed

Attachments 
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Treasury Board Submission – Request for Decision
Minister: Honourable Rich Coleman

Ministry: Energy and Mines 

Date: March 1, 2012 Ministry Document #:  TB 02-11/12

Title: Northwest Transmission Line - Iskut Extension Negotiation Mandate 

Background / Context:
The Northwest Transmission Line (NTL) is a 344 kilometre (km), 287 kV, publicly-owned 
transmission line from Skeena Substation near Terrace to Bob Quinn Lake (Bob Quinn).  

NTL will support development of mines and clean energy projects in the region, leading 
to the creation of high-paying jobs for regional residents and First Nations.  The NTL 
has environmental approval, First Nations support and has all major permits.  BC Hydro 
has selected the team of Valard Construction and Burns and McDonnell to build the 
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project.  Preliminary work started in the fall of 2011.  Major facility construction will begin 
in spring 2012 to meet a spring 2014 in-service date.

The Government of Canada (Canada) allocated $130M from its Green Infrastructure 
Fund towards construction of the NTL.  The Province and Canada signed the 
BC-Canada Contribution Agreement (CA) on June 30, 2010.  The agreement includes a 
condition subsequent to electrify Iskut no later than September 30, 2015.  Failure to do 
so would be considered a breach of contract and entitle Canada to recoup its funding.  
The Ministry has also secured a $180M (NPV) avoided cost contribution from AltaGas 
towards the NTL costs.  AltaGas is constructing three hydro projects northwest of Bob 
Quinn.
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Contact: Les MacLaren, ADM
250-952-0204

Honourable Rich Coleman
Minister of Energy and Mines

Date Signed

Attachments
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Transmission

Contact: Les MacLaren Estimate Note 46 Page 1 of 2
Cell Phone: 250-889-3479
Date: March 8, 2012

MINISTRY OF ENERGY AND MINES
MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR HOUSING

ELECTRICITY AND ALTERNATIVE ENERGY DIVISION
ESTIMATES BRIEFING NOTE 2012/13

ISSUE: Northwest Transmission Line Iskut Extension

KEY MESSAGES:
� The Northwest Transmission Line (NTL) will encourage industrial and 

clean energy development in the northwest part of British Columbia while 
supporting the Province’s goal of mitigating greenhouse gas emissions.

� The terms of the Contribution Agreement with Canada require
British Columbia to electrify Iskut. The proposed Iskut Extension will 
extend publicly owned, high-voltage transmission infrastructure north to 
support regional economic development.

� There are ongoing discussions on transmission voltage capacity of the 
proposed Iskut Extension to meet existing and future loads.

BACKGROUND:
� The NTL is 287 kilovolt (kV) line that runs 335 km from Skeena Substation (near 

Terrace) to Bob Quinn Lake.  The $561 million project will:
o electrify the Highway 37 corridor; 
o provide a secure interconnection point for clean generation projects (potential for 

2,000 megawatt (MW)); 
o support industrial developments in the area (potential GDP impact of up to 

$10 billion in 2025 according to an industry study); and
o reduce greenhouse gas emissions by connecting off-grid communities.
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Date: August 21, 2012 

MIJ\'1STRY OF ENERGY, MINES AND NATURAL GAS 
BRIEFING NOTE FOR DECISION 

I PREPARED FOR: Rich Coleman, Minister of Energy, Mines and Natural Gas 
Pat Bell, Minister of Jobs, Tourism and Skills Training 
Terry Lake, Minister of Environment 

II ISSUE: Iskut Extension Construction Options 

III BACKGROUND: 

The Northwest Transmission Line (NTL) is a 287 kilovolt (kV) line that runs 
344 kilometres (km) from Skeena Substation (north of Terrace) to Bob Quinn Lake. The 
project will cost $561 million (M). The NTL will support industrial (predominantly 
mining) and clean energy development north of Terrace. 
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PREPARED BY: 
Scott Barillaro, Director 
Sean Darling, Director 

REVIEWED BY: 
Les MacLaren, ADM, EAED 
Tim McEwan, Associate DM, MIO 
Steve Carr, DM, EMNG 
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Request for Decision 

Minister: Honourable Rich Coleman 

Ministry: Minister of Energy, Mines and Natural Gas 

Date: XXl11/2012 Ministry Document #: XXXXX 

Issue: 
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Contact: les Maclaren 

250-XXX-XXXX Honourable Rich Coleman 

Date Signed 
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TREASURY BOARD STAFF BRIEFING NOTE 

REQUEST No.: 12-12/13 T.B. MEETI!'lG DATE: DECEMBER 6, 2012 

TITLE: MANDATE UPDATE FOR ISKUT EXTENSION 

ISSUE SUMMARY: 

Previolls reviews of the proposal 

• On March 29, 2012, Treasury Board approved the construction of a 287 kV Iskut 
Extension of the Northwest Transmission Line (NTL) and a negotiating mandate for 
an avoided-cost contribution from Imperial Metals to secure at least $43 million 
towards the project capital costs, subject to a number of conditions. 
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RECOMMENDA nON: 

• 

CONTEXT: 
• The federal government has committed $130M to the Northwest Transmission Line 

(NTL) contingent on electrifying Iskut no later than September 30, 2015, 
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RECOMMENDATION AND RA TJONALE: 

TBS Contact: Marion Bernard Date: November 30, 2012 

Draftsub.l,j received: Nov 7, 2012Final draft received: Nov 30, 2012 Signed sub. received: 

TB brieflno note prm'ided to the 'Iinistrv: 

Draft sent Final sent 'lin. DM fact si n-off: 
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To: Honourable Rich Coleman 
Minister of Energy and Mines 

Drafted by: Scott Barillaro, TIB 
Approved by: Les MacLaren, ADM, EAED 

Re: Northwest Transmission Line: Iskut Extension Negotiation Mandate 

Enclosed for your review are the following documents: 

• A submission entitled, "Mandate Update for Iskut Extension" for review by the 

Chair of Treasury Board; 

Please sign and forward the Submission and Appendix to Treasury Board Staff if they 
meet your requirements. Alternatively, please inform Ministry staff if you require any 

changes to the documents prior to your approval. 

Steve Carr 
Deputy Minister 

Enclosures 

EGM-2013-00049 
94

s.12



'en BRrnSH 
COLUMBlA 

Treasury Board Submission - Request for Decision 

Minister: Honourable Rich Coleman 

Ministry: Minister of Energy, Mines and Natural Gas 

Date: 10/12/2012 Ministry Document #: 12-12/13 

Issue: 
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Contact: les Maclaren, ADM 

250-952-0204 Honourable Rich Coleman 

Date Signed 
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TREASURY BOARD STAFF BRIEFING NOTE 

REQl!EST No.: 12-12/13 T.B. MI:-IOR MEETI:-IG DATE: DECEMBER 10,2012 

TITLE: MANDATE UPDATE FOR ISKUT EXTENSION 

ISSUE SUMMARY: 

• On March 29, 2012, Treasury Board approved the construction ofa 287 kV Iskut 
Extension of the Northwest Transmission Line (NTL) and a negotiating mandate for 
an avoided-cost contribution from Imperial Metals to secure at least $43 million 
towards the project capital costs, subject to a number of conditions. 
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RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONALE: 

TBS Contact: Marion Bernard Date: December 6,2012 

Draft sub. l~t received: Nov 7. 2012Final draft received: Nov 30. 2012 Signed sub. received: Dec 4. 2012 

TB briefing note provided to the Ministry: 

Draft sent: Dec 3. 2012 Final sent: Dec 6. 2012 Min. DM fact sign-off: 
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TREASURY BOARD STAFF BRIEFING NOTE 

REQt:EST No.: TB 02-1l/12 T.B. MINOR MEETING DATE: MARCH 29, 2012 

DTLE: NORTHWEST TRANSMISSION LINE - ISKUT EXTENSION NEGOTIATION MANDATE 

ISSUE SUMMARY: 
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CONTEXT: 

Ministry proposal 

• The Government of Canada allocated $130 M from its GIF towards construction of 
the NTL. The agreement includes a condition to run a distribution line to Iskut within 
one year of the NTL line entering service in order to receive the $130 M from 
Canada. The NTL completion date in the agreement is September 30, 2014. 

• BC Hydro currently supplies power to Iskut through diesel generation and estimates 
the net present value of its current operations is $27.5 M over the projected lifetime of 
a distribution line (40 years). 

-3-

EGM-2013-00049 
111

s.12

s.12



Pages 112 through 115 redacted for the following reasons:
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
s.12



IES Contact: L nne Holt Date: March 19,2012 

Draft sub. pt received: Final draft received: :\ov. 16111 Signed sub. received: March 15.2012 

TB briefing note provided to the Ministry: 

Draft sent: '"No" or Date Final sent: "No" or Date Min. DM fact si o-off: "No" or Date 
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BRITISH 

COLUMBIA 

Confidential 

Honourable Rich Coleman 
Minister of Energy and Mines 
and Minister Responsible for Housing 

Room 128 Parliament Buildings 
Victoria BC V8V IX4 

Dear Colleague: 

TB Minor Meeting Date: March 29, 2012 
251695 

Re: Northwest Transmission Line - Iskut Extension Negotiation Mandate 

I am writing to advise you that Treasury Board approved the Ministry of Energy and Mines' 
request to for the construction ofa 287 kilovolt (kV) Iskut Extension of the Northwest 
Transmission Line (NTL) and a negotiating mandate for an avoided-cost contribution from 
Imperial Metals to secure at least $43 million towards the project capital costs with the following 
conditions: 

Ministry of 
Finance 

Treasury Board Mailing Address 
PO Box 9469 Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria Be vav 9V8 

.. ./2 

location Address: 
1>1 Floor~ 617 Govemment St 
Victoria Be 
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/l'/ . . j 
, /f') / 

~ n,l,:' ~ .. ~'" 

Kevin Fa~on 
Chair 

;; 

L 

cc: Steve Carr, Deputy Minister 
Ministry of Energy and Mines 

Neilane Mayhew, Assistant Deputy Minister and Executive Financial Officer 
Ministry of Energy and Mines 
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