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MOE Traditional Roles, Responsibilities for 
Environmental Management Act  Permitting and 

Environmental Assessment Act Certification 
 

 Potential Role of MOE in Framework Development 

Ben Weinstein 
Environmental Protection Division 

BC Ministry of Environment 
Ben.Weinstein@gov.bc.ca 

250.847.7224 1 
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• Role of EPD to administer EMA which authorizes 
discharges of waste into environment 
– Authorizations set requirements for protection of the 

environment and human health 
– Use cyclic approaches to impact assessment and ongoing 

authorization decisions 
• set  check  evaluate 

 

• Role of EPD to set provincial policy for how to do the 
above 
 

• For oil and gas activities, EPD supports OGC as 
decision maker.   
– OGC follows MOE policies 

EMA Authorizations: 

2 
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EA Act Decisions 

• EPD focus on parts leading to subsequent EMA 
permitting 
 

• Sets policy for how to do this 
 

• Assists in developing application information 
requirements (AIR) in EA processes 
 

• Reviews application  
 

• Makes recommendations on certification decision 
and requirements 
 

• Assists in compliance and compliance management 
3 
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EPD Staff + Expertise 

• Statutory decision makers (not when OGAA involved) 
 

• Engineers and other technical staff who specialize in 
authorizations & compliance (eg: setting policy, writing 
permits, inspections, etc.) 
 

• Meteorologists and biologists who specialize in human 
and environmental health impact assessment (eg: setting 
ambient air quality objectives, evaluating results of air 
quality modelling, developing monitoring programs, etc.) 
– From an air quality perspective, staff are more specialized in 

connecting emissions to receptors than evaluating the effects 
of pollutants on receptors 

4 
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Impact Assessment Model for Airborne 
Emissions 

graphic by Frazer McKenzie 5 
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Health Assessments 

• Usually required in some form for EA but not 
necessarily for permitting decisions 
 

• Statutory decision maker at any time may ask 
for any additional information to support 
decision 
– For example: additional information can take the 

form of a risk assessment to better understand 
what quantitative risk is to people or 
environment. 
• This was the case in a recent decision made in Kitimat 

when predicted concentrations exceeded AQ objectives 

6 
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MOE Role in Health Assessments 

• Ensure that air quality modelling completed to 
prescribed standards 

• Review input data / assumptions 

• Review output data / assumptions 

• Ensure that ambient monitoring network(s) 
are developed to answer appropriate 
questions 

7 
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Where EPD Relies on Others 

• MOE does not have health expertise required 
to:  
– Set policy and do comprehensive application 

reviews on its own 
• Need input/collaboration from other experts from NH, 

BCCDC, MOH, HC, others 

– Translate modelled air quality concentrations to 
estimated health impacts 

– Put predicted changes in health risks into proper 
context 

8 
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Role of MOE in Framework Development 

• Based on needs, MOE proposing to create a 
broad-based team to develop: 
– Health assessment framework,  

– Assessment information requirements,  

– Process for ongoing support for authorizations. 
 

• MOE to play important leadership role: 
– Coordinating 

– Facilitating 

– Harnessing 
 

9 
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1 
 

MOH/Health Agency Discussion on 
A Framework for Health Assessments for LNG Facilities in B.C. 

Wednesday, July 10, 2013 (10:00-noon, PDT) 
 

(Call-in number: access code:
 
Meeting Objective:  
Increased awareness among health agencies of upcoming LNG facilities, clarification of 
respective roles and responsibilities, and guidance on information requirements and policy 
framework related to health assessments.  
 
Chair: Ian Sharpe  
 
Draft Agenda 

• Introductions  [10 min]  

• The LNG juggernaut - an overview [EAO -- 20 min] 

• What makes LNG facilities special, and why a health assessment framework is 

necessary? [Ian – 15 min] 

• Roles/responsibilities regarding health assessments and framework [35 min] 

o Traditional roles/responsibilities  within environmental assessments and 

authorizations  

o Possible role in framework development 

 MOE [Ben Weinstein -- 10 min] 

 Health agencies [Barb/Tom/Mike -- 25 min] 

• What are the gaps (info/policy/resources) and how to bridge them? [all -- 30 min]  

• Wrap-up and next steps [Ian -- 10 min]  
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EAO - LNG PROJECT STATUS SUMMARY

Updated:  June 24, 2013
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PD (Oct'12) & 
S10 (Nov'12)

AIRSec 11 Order (May 2013)
Application Prep 

(Proponent)
Application Review Decision

Natural Gas Transmission System 
(Spectra)

Eval

Coastal GasLink (TransCanada) Eval

LNG Canada Export Terminal (Shell) Eval  

Prince Rupert LNG (British Gas) Eval

Pacific Northwest LNG 
(Petronas/Progress) 

S.11 AIR Eval

Prince Rupert Gas Transmission 
(TransCanada)

 Eval

Pacific Trail Pipelines 
(Apache/Chevron) AMENDMENT

Eagle Mountain - Woodfibre Gas 
Pipeline (FortisBC Energy)

PD/ 
S10

Eval

Pacific Northern Gas Transmission 
Expansion

PD/ 
S10

Eval

Woodfibre LNG (Pacific Oil & Gas)

Current Focus in EA Process

Issue - see notes

Pre-EA

PD = Project Description AIR = Application Information Requirements
S10 (Sec 10) = Formally into BC environmental assessment process App Prep = Proponent prepares Application for EA review
S11 (Sec 11) = Definition of EA scope and directions to Proponent Eval = Formal screening of Application against AIR

 

Sec 11

AIR App Prep (Proponent)

Amendment #3 
decision

AIR
Application 

Review

 

Amendment #4

PD (Oct'12) & 
S10 (Nov'12)

Application Prep 
(Proponent)

Application Prep (Proponent)

AIRSec 11 Order (May 2013)
Application Prep 

(Proponent)

PD (Mar 
2013) & S10 
(Apr 2013)

PD (Oct'12) & Sec 10 
(Dec'12)

AIR (May 
2013)

Sec 11 Order 
(Mar 2013)

Application Review

Application Review

Decision

DecisionApplication Review

Application Review

Project plan not yet available

Decision

PD (May 
2013) & S10 
(Jun 2013)

Sec 11 
(Jun 2013)

AIR

DecisionApplication Review

Application Prep (Proponent)AIR

App Prep 
(Proponent)

AIR
Application Prep 

(Proponent)

PD (Apr 
2013) & S10 
(May 2013)

Sec 11

I:\EAO\EAO_SHARED\SECTORS\Oil and Gas\LNG\LNG Dashboard\EAO LNG Project Status Chart_06_26_2013

CEAA PD (Apr 
2013)

PD

LEGEND

Application Prep (Proponent)

 Application  
Review

PD & Sec 
10

Sec 11

*status report is based on current project plan timelines that are subject to change - document will be updated regularly

Pacific Northwest LNG - in CEAA process; BC EA - issues a) whether to come into BC process and b) scope of BC process given jurisdictional issue (recommended response - advise company to use 
EAO model for BG).

Pre-EA means Proponents are actively working with BC EAO to prepare their Project Descriptions and project plans.  Note:  Amendment 4 - details unavailable, likely proposed route changes from 
Burns Lake to Summit Lake

Amendment = Legal document approving changes to an existing EA certificate for which the ED, EAO or the Minister of Environment is the decision-maker.  

Sec 11

Application Review Decision
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Pages 89 through 93 redacted for the following reasons:
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
s.13, s.17




