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MoTI and Regional District Okanagan Similkameen 
Joint Initiative ‐ Unauthorized Sign Removal Highway 97 

December 23, 2013 
 
Proposed Schedule: 
 
Phase 1 Highway 97 (between Road 1 and Road 21): 
 

 Week of January 6, 2014  ‐ Letter 1 – send out to property owners and sign owners 

 Week of January 6 ‐ Letters to be sent to local associations  

 Week of February 3 ‐ Letter 2 – send out send out to property owners and sign owners 

 Week of February 24 ‐ MoTI staff to field check for compliance with voluntary sign removal  

 Week of March 3 ‐ Phone call to each sign owner on highway right of way by MOTI reminding 
owner of need to remove sign(only those who have not voluntarily removed their signs by 
deadline date)  

 March 31 –– All unauthorized signs will be removed from Highway by MoTI maintenance 
contractor by this date 

 RDOS to continue with private sign enforcement 
 
Phase 2 Highway 97 ( Road 21 to US Border): 
 

 Field Inventory completed / ownership info and location table to be created –January 17, 2014 

 Week of February 10 ‐ Letter 1 – send out to property owners and sign owners 

 Week of March 10 ‐ Letter 2 – send out send out to property owners and sign owners 

 Week of March 24 ‐ MoTI staff to field check for compliance with voluntary sign removal  

 Week of April 1 ‐ Phone call to each sign owner on highway right of way by MOTI reminding 
owner of need to remove sign(only those who have not voluntarily removed their signs by 
deadline date)  

 April 30 –– All unauthorized signs will be removed from Highway by MoTI maintenance 
contractor by this date 

 RDOS to continue with private sign enforcement 
 
 
Phase 3 Highway 97 (north of Oliver to RDOS northern border south of Peachland): 
 

 Commence project in fall of 2014, with detailed schedule to be determined 
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Private Sign Owner           January 14, 2014 
101 Smith Street          Rdos File: 4020.20 
Oliver BC, V0H 1T0 
 
 
Re: Private Sign(s) located within or adjacent to Highway 97 Right of Way 
 
This letter is to inform you of a joint initiative by the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure and the 
Regional District of Okanagan Similkameen to improve the safety and aesthetics along Highway 97. 
 
The proliferation of unauthorized private signs along Highway 97 in the south Okanagan has created a safety 
concern related to driver distraction due to information overload reducing a driver’s ability to concentrate on 
the driving task.    While Regional District bylaws provide for appropriate business signage on private property 
the province regulates private business signage within the highway right of way.   
 
You have received a copy of this letter because you have either been identified as a possible unauthorized 
private sign owner or you are believed to own property along Highway 97 that may have unauthorized private 
signs located on it in contravention of RDOS bylaws and provincial regulations. (See attached photo(s)). 
 
The first stage of this initiative will focus on the Highway 97 corridor south of Oliver between Road 1 and 
Road 21. The remainder of the Highway 97 south Okanagan corridor will be addressed in subsequent stages.   
 
Owners of unauthorized private signs on highway right of way are encouraged to remove their signs from the 
right of way within a set time frame.  Any unauthorized signs found on the highway right of way after the set 
time, will be removed by the province and stored for a short period of time until the owners claim them.  
Unclaimed signs may be destroyed.  Private property owners with unauthorized signs will be given the 
opportunity to come into compliance with RDOS sign regulations. The RDOS will take necessary enforcement 
action to address noncompliance. 
 
We will write to again with further information about this initiative. 
 
In the meantime if you feel you have received this letter in error, have questions regarding this initiative or 
require additional information concerning the RDOS bylaw or provincial regulations please contact: 
 
Warren Belcher, District Operations Technician Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure at 250-490-8292 
in Penticton or email at warren.belcher@gov.bc.ca.  Contact can also be made by mail at: 
 
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 
102 Industrial Pl. 
Penticton BC V2A 7C8 
Attention: RDOS/MoTI Sign Initiative 
 
Regards ,           Regards, 
 

                  
Jeff Wiseman           Donna Butler 
Operations Manager          Development Services Manager 
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure       Regional District Okanagan Similkameen 
Okanagan Shuswap District 
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Private Sign Owner            February 3, 2014 

101 Smith Street 

Oliver BC 

V0H 1H0 

 

Re: Private Sign(s) located within or adjacent to Highway 97 Right of Way 

 

Dear Sign Owner:  

 

This letter is a follow up to the letter sent to you earlier in January to inform you of the joint 

initiative by the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure and the Regional District of Okanagan 

Similkameen to improve the aesthetics and visibility along the Highway 97 right of way. 

Again, you have received a copy of this letter because you have either been identified as a 

possible private sign owner within highway right of way or you own property along the highway corridor 

that may have private signs located on your property. 

The first stage of this initiative includes the Highway 97 corridor south of Oliver between Road 1 

and Road 21. The remainder of the Highway 97 corridor will be addressed in a similar fashion shortly 

afterward.   

Please be advised that you have until February 28, 2014 to voluntarily remove your sign(s) from 

the highway right of way.  Private property owners with signs also have until February 28, 2014 to come 

into compliance with Regional District sign regulations. 

For those private sign owners that do not voluntarily remove their signs from the highway right 

of way by February 28, the province will remove these signs, store them till May 1, 2014 for the owners 

to claim, and if not claimed they will then be destroyed.  Likewise for property owners who do not 

comply with the applicable bylaws for signs on private property, the Regional District will take necessary 

enforcement action to ensure compliance. 

If you have any questions regarding this initiative or require additional information please feel free to 

call Warren Belcher, District Operations Technician at 250‐490‐8292 or email at 

warren.belcher@gov.bc.ca 

Regards             Regards 

Jeff Wiseman            Donna Butler 

Operations Manager          Development Services Manager 

Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure    Regional District Okanagan Similkameen 

Okanagan Shuswap District 
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Local Association 

 

Re: Highway 97 Signage Initiative 

 

Dear Association:  

This letter is to inform your Association of a joint initiative by the Ministry of Transportation and 

Infrastructure and the Regional District of Okanagan Similkameen to improve the aesthetics and visibility 

along the Highway 97 corridor.    

The proliferation of unauthorized private signs along the highway over the last several years is 

considered a safety hazard as they tend to distract drivers and contribute to information overload, 

reducing a driver’s ability to concentrate on the important regulatory, wayfinding and warning signs 

installed along the corridor to safely guide motorists.  While the Ministry does not allow private business 

signage within the right of way, Regional District bylaws do provide for appropriate business signage on 

private property.  However, numerous signs on private property exceed the number permitted and/or 

are not located on the property of the business. 

MOTI and the RDOS are jointly sending letters to owners that have been identified as being a 

possible private sign owner or owning property along the highway corridor that may have private signs.  

The first stage of this initiative includes the Highway 97 corridor south of Oliver between Road 1 and 

Road 21. The remainder of the Highway 97 corridor will be addressed in a similar fashion shortly 

afterward.   

The first step in this process will be to provide each private sign owner an opportunity to 

remove their signs from the highway right of way within a set time frame. Likewise, private property 

owners with signs will be given the opportunity to come into compliance with Regional District sign 

regulations. 

For those private sign owners that do not voluntarily remove their signs from the highway right 

of way within the set time, the province will remove these signs, store them for a short period of time 

for the owners to claim, and if not claimed they will then be destroyed.  Likewise for property owners 

who do not comply with the applicable bylaws for signs on private property, the Regional District will 

take necessary enforcement action to ensure compliance. 

If your group has any questions regarding this initiative or require additional information please 

feel free to call Jeff Wiseman, Operations Manager at 250 490‐2227 or Donna Butler, Development 

Services Manager at 250 490‐4109.   

 

Regards             Regards 

Jeff Wiseman            Donna Butler 

Operations Manager          Development Services Manager 

Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure    Regional District Okanagan Similkameen 

Okanagan Shuswap District 
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South Okanagan Associations to Contact 

For signage Enforcement 

 

BC Fruit Growers’ Association 
Glen Lucas 
1473 Water Street 
Kelowna, BC 
V1Y 1J6 

Oliver Osoyoos Wine Country 
Tim Martiniuk 
Stone Boat Vineyards 
356  Orchard Grove Lane 
Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 
 

Oliver Visitor Centre 
PO Box 460 
6431 Station Street 
Oliver, BC 
V0H 1T0 
 

Destination Osoyoos 
Box 500 
Osoyoos, BC 
V0H 1V0 

South Okanagan Chamber of Commerce 
PO Box 460 
Oliver, BC 
V0H 1T0 

South Okanagan Real Estate Board 
365 Van Horne Street 
Penticton, BC 
V2A 8S4 
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