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Burnaby BC V35H 4G8 Sign By: Signed: 2009/08/16
Baich: ' Closed: 2009/08/16 (0/14)
File No.:
0 Confidential Ol Frequent Writer I Efected Official
Phone: 604-432-6215  Fax:  §04-432-6614  Emai
Addressed to: MINISTER Draffer:
Issue: ALR - Agricultural Land Reserve : MLA: Corrigan, Kathy (BC NDP)
X-Ref: Metro Van File: CP-11-01-RGS Elsctoral Dist: Burnaby-Deer Lake
ADMOFFICE:  ADM-SID
Copied To:
Subject
Port Metro Vancouver and Agricultural Lands in Richmond.
Referrals
From:  CU-COORD Sent: 2009/07/28 Rovad: ] Status  Completed
Tor MO Minister's Office Due: 2009/07/30  Actve: <1 day Stafe:
Action:  {JR-Under Review @MO Cmpttd: 2009/07/28
From. MO Minister's Office Sent: 2009/07/28 Revd: 2009/07/28 Status:  Completed
To: CU-COORD Due: 2009/08/06 Active: <1 day State:
Action:  MIN - Draft Response Cmpltd: 2009/08/11

From Notes:  2009/08/11 sdharrig (CU-Corr Unit) reassigned to ALC

From: CU;COORD Sent: 2009/07/28 Revd: Stalus:  Completed
Tor CLAD Strat Land Pol/Leg Due: 2009/08/07  Active: 10 days - State:
Action:  MIN - Draft Response Cmpitd:  2009/08/11

From Notes:  2009/07/28 sdharrig (CU-Corr Unit) NOTE FROM MO: express support for ALR. Wiliingness to work with Metro Van.
Board and all others with an interest in promoting a vibrant and sustainable argicultural industry.

From:  CU-COORD Sent: 2009/08/11 Revd: 2009/08/11 Status:  Completed
To: ALC Agriculture Land Commission Due: 2009/08/18  Active: 8 days State:
Action:  RD-Reply Direct Cmpttd: 2009/08/16

From Notes:  2009/08/11 sdharrig (CU-Corr Unit) for response
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Office of the Chair
Tel 604 432-6215 Fax 604 451-6614

July 9, 2009 M@k_ﬁ : CP 11-01-RGS
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Dear Minister Thomson: g
ther:

Re: Port Metro Vancouver and Agricultural Lands

et e
s, el
S T

At its meeting on June 26, 2009, the Metro Vancouver Board received a report regarding the Port
Metro Vancouver's recent purchase of 80 hectares of land within the Agricultural Land Reserve for
port purposes in Richmond, BC. The Board resolved 1o convey to the Port its sirong objection to the
Port’s acquisition of lands within the Agricultural Land Reserve. It also resolved to convey its concerns
to you as well as to federal and provincial Ministers responsible for transportation and infrastructure.

The purchase of these fands does not support the objectives of Metro Vancouver’s Regional Growth
Strategy which provides a framework for regional land use and transporiation decisions designed to
maintain the region’s livability and to protect its ecological legacy while accommedating population
and economic growth. The protection of the provincial Agricultural Land Reserve is strongly supported
by the policies in the Regional Growth Strategy as well as in municipal plans.

Successiul implementation of Metro Vancouver's Regional Growth Strategy requires the cooperation
and support of all levels of government, community and business sectors. The Board welcomes
opportunities to collaborate with Port Metro Vancouver and your department to find ways to
accommodate port development and at the same time ensure the objectives of the Metro Vancouver

Regional Growth Strategy are met.

Yours truly,

. Jackson

Chair, Metro Vancouver Board
LEJ/HK/dlr
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metrovancouver ... GreaterVancouyer Regicnal Dists:

G;ea\er fancouver Sewerage and Oraina

4330 Kingsway, Burnaby, BC, Canada V5H 4G8  804-432-6100  whww. mElroyancouvaerorg

GVRD Board Mealing: June 26, 2009

Section E 2.2

To: Board of Directors

From: Regional Planning Commitiee
Agricubiure Commitiee

Nate: June &, 2009

Subject:  Port Metro Vancouver and Agricultural Lands

Regicnal Planning Commitice F?ecommﬂnda!fon'

That the Board: :

a) - Express to the Port Metro VaﬂCOL.VEI’ Board ifs streng obiection 10 the acquisition of

: lands within the Agricultural Land Reserve for port purposes and iis desire to

colftaborate with the Portin accommodating port development within trze framework
of the Regional Growth Strategy.

b) Authorize the Chair to convey the Board's concerns to the Federal Mi nlste. of
Transportation, Infrastructure and Communities and the BC Minister of
Transportation and Infrastructure, and the BC Minister of Agricuiture and Lands.

At its June 4, 2009 mesting, the Regional Planning Committee considered the attached
repor titled “Port Metro Vancouver and Agricuttural Lands”, dated May 27, 2009, The
Commiites subsequently amended the rebommenuat 0N as prbEﬂ d_above in underlina
style. :

At its June 4, 2008 meeting, the Agricuiture Committee also considered the altached report
titled “Port Metro Vancouver and Agricultural Lands”, dated May 27, 2009. The Committee
subsequently endorsed the amended recommendation adopted by the Regional Planning
Commitise.

Altachment: :
‘Part Metro Vancouver and Agricuitural Lands”, dated May.27, 2009
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ATTACHMENT

T
- d metyovancouver Greater Vaneauver Ragioaal District » Graztes Vancouver ‘Wataer Distfcr

Greater Vancavver Sewerags and Dinage Districy - Metra Vancouver Housing Corpratic

4330 Kingsway, Burnaby, 8C, CanadaViH 468 804-432-62C0  wwiw.melrtvaniouyarorg

Regional Planning Commiitee Meeting Date: June 4, 2009

To: ' Ragionat Planning Committes
From:- Ann Rowan, Senicr Policy Analyst, Policy and Planning Cepariment
Date: May 27, 2009

Subject:  Port Metro Vancouver and Agricultural Lands

Recommendstions:

That the Board: ' ' :

a) Exprass to the Port Metro Vancouver Beard its objection to the acquisition of fand
within the Agricultural Land Reserve for port purpeses and its desire to coliaborate
with the Port in accommodating port development within the framework of the

- Regional Growih Strategy. : '

D) Authorize the Chair to convey the Board’s concerns to the Federal Minister of
Transportation, Infrastructure and Communities and the BC Minister of
Transporiation and Infrastruciure.

1. PURPOSE

At the May 1, 2008 meeling of the Ragional Planning Commitige, it was reported that Port
Metra Vancauver had recently purchased 80 hectares of land in the Agricultural Land
Reserve and Graen Zone in Richmond. The Committee requested staff to report on the
issues surrounding the purchase of this tand by Port Metro Vancouver,

2. CONTEXT

Port Metro Vancouver recently purchased the Gilmore Farm focated in Richmond. The farm
is an 80 ha (200 acres} property south of the Weslminster Highway that straddles No. 8
Road and is adjacent to the Fraser Port, located on the south amm of the Fraser River. The
Giimore Farm was acquired for possible industrial development in the future and in the
meantime, the land has been leased back to the previous owners for five years.

White the Gilmore Farm is in the Agricultural Land Reserve {ALR}and the Green Zone of
the Livable Region Sirategic Plan {LRSP), Port Metro Vancouver as a federal entity may not
be subject to provincial, regional or municipal land use regulations. )

The Regional Growth Strategy Policy and Expansion of the Port

The current regional growth strategy designates the subject lands as Green Zone. The
amendment process to consider removal of lands from the Green Zone requires a public
hearing and a two-thirds weighted majority of the Metro Vancouver Beard. Port Melfro
Vancouver has, to date, not requested that an amendment process be initiated.
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Port Metro Vancouver and Agrictltural Lands
Regional Planning Committae Meeting Date: June 4, 2009
. Page2of3 :

Part Metro Vancouver h 5 initiated the procass for develeping a long term sirategic plan,
kaown as the Port 2050 Flan, for the recently reorganized port, This plan includes new land
acquisition driven by expacled growth in port and related activitizs and Is coordinated with
the Pacific Gataway Initiative in its development of land-based transportation infrastructure.
Current projections are that bebween 1000 to 1180 ha (2500 to 2700 acres) of indusiriat fand
wili be required to support port activities by 2050, According to Port Metre Vancouver staff,
the driving force in their current land acquisition is the pace of conversion of induslrial lands
to commercial and residential use within the region.

As part of the preparation of a naw regional growth sirategy, Metro Vancouver staff
nrepared an industriat fands inventory of the region. The stucy estimated the amount and
lacation of industrial lands within the region as well as the vacancy rate of industrial lands.
Based on a range of preliminary demand estimates using historical land absorption rates
and the consideration of possibla development canstraints, this siudy concluded that the
supply of industrial land couid theoretically accommodate regional development demand for
the next 10 to 15 years. No sgecific work was done by Meatro Vancouver on port land
raquiremenis. | :

Metro Vancouvec has recently released a draft Regional Growth Strategy (RGS), Metro
Vancouver 2040, which provides a framework for integrating land use and fransporiation
strategies in the development of the region to the year 2040. in recognition of the
employment and othier economic benefits assoctated with industrial lands as well the
diminishing supply of land to meet industrial demand in the region, the draft RGS includas a
strateqy for stabilizing the region’s industrial land base, '

Land Acquisitions by Port Metro Vancouver

it is nol the practice of Port Metro Vancouver to notify municipalities of their land acquisition
plans. The City of Richmend was not aware of the purchass of {he Gilmore Farm untif the
municipality initiated the expropriation of a portion, of the far“n for the sonstruction of a
drainage canal .

Rabin Silvester, President and CEO of Port Metro Vancouver, indicated in an appearance
nefore the Port Cities Committee on May 20, 2009 that the port authority would not
purchase additionaliands in the ALR untii consultation wuh appropriate parties has been
completed and a policy for land acquisition established, In the case of the Gilmore Farm, it
wili continue to De used for farming purpeses in the near term and the port authority would
engage in consultations before it would consider conversion of the area to industrial use.

Mr. Silvester also raised the idea of “alfarnative rhitégation". This could involve offsetiing
tand in the ALR acquired and converted to industrial use with fands or actions of comparable
agricuitural value. :

o terms of other land acquisitions, Past Metro Vancouver has bought two ]arge industrial
tand sites in New Wcstmmsaer the Canfor (20 ha) and the Interfor (18 ha) mik sites.

Expansion of the Port and the Pacific Gateway Initiative

Related fo the expansion of the Port is new road and bridge construclion associated with the
Pacific Gateway Inifiative -- a federal and provincial initialive 1o expand the port, road and
rail natwork required fo facilitate the global supply chains between Norih America and Asia.
Ta date; the BC Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure has secured 20 ha of ALR .
tands for the Golden Ears Bridge project {including the Abernathy Connector) and
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Port Matra Vancouver and Agricultural Lands
Regiona; Pianning Committas Meeting Date: June 4, 2009
Page3of 3

50 ha of ALR lands for the alignment of © South Fraser Perimster Road. A compensation
olan for these lands, involving offsets &1~ tigation, has been approved by the ALC.

in other projacts related to the Pacific Gateway, most of the alignment for the Norih Fraser
Perimetar Road will involve the existing right of way and the land requirements for the Port
Mann Bridoe should not involve ALK [ands.

3. ALTERNATIVES

The Board may wish to consider the following options:

a) It could express to the Port Metro Vancouver Board its objection to the acquisition of
lands within the Agricultural Land Reserve for port purposes as well as its desire to
collaborate with the Port in accommodating port devalopment within the framework
of the Regional Growth Sirategy.

b) It couldt authorize the Chair to convey the Board’s concems to the Fedaral Minister of
Transportation, Infrastructure and Communities and the 8C Minister of
Transpartation and infrastruciure.

¢y Recommend an alternate course of action.

4. CONCLUSION

Successhil implementation of a regional growth strategy requires the ceoperation and
support of all levels of government, community and business sectars. The current regional
growih strategy, adopted in 1996, provides a framework for regional land use and

transpo

=n decisions designed to maintain the region’s livability and to protectits
ecological iegacy while accommodating population and economic growth. The draft RGS,
Meltro Vancouver 2040, extends this approach to include strategies that support the region’s
industrial and agricultural jand base. The use of fand within the Agricuttural Land Reserve
for port purposes is not consistent with Metro Yancaouver's policy for the developmant of a
fivable and sustzinable region.
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