
MINISTRY OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND 
MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

ASIA PACIFIC STRATEGY AND MULTICULTURALISM

INFORMATION NOTE 

Cliff #:  13391 

Date: July 08, 2014 

PREPARED FOR:  Honourable Teresa Wat, Minister of International Trade and 
Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism 

ISSUE:  To provide the Minister with background information supporting the release of 
the 2013/14 Public Accounts tentatively scheduled for release the week of July 15, 
2014. In 2013/14, the Ministry’s voted appropriation was not exceeded. However, 
questions may be raised publicly with respect to ministerial spending, travel 
expenditures, purchasing card payments, and government transfers. 

BACKGROUND:  Ministry-specific spending details within the Public Accounts are 
disclosed in the Consolidated Revenue Fund Supplementary Schedules and Detailed 
Schedules of Payments.

Ministry’s Overall Financial Performance 
The Ministry generated a surplus of $0.507 million (represents less than 1 percent of 
budget).

Operating Expenditures:
Description $ Thousands (000) 
13/14 Estimates  36,135
Other Authorizations: 

Contingency Access   
 Jobs Plan 11,712

Total Appropriation 47,847
Total Spending 47,847
Under Expenditure, excluding adjustment of prior year 
accruals 0
Adjustment of Prior Year Accrual (507)
Total Under Expenditure (507)
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Variance Explanations:

Division
Over Budget 

(Under Budget) 
$ (000) 

Explanation

International Trade and 
Investment Attraction 

($1.850 million) Expenditures for Strategy and Business 
Intelligence are reflected with Competitveness 
(below)

Competitiveness $1.880 million Includes expenditures for Strategy and Business 
Intelligence yet budget resides in International 
Trade and Investment Attraction 

Multiculturalism $0.181 million Minimal variance 
Transfers to Crown 
Corporations and 
Agencies

0 Nil

Executive and Support 
Services ($0.211 million) Under expenditure due to prudent financial 

management. 
Sub-Total 0    
Adjustment of Prior Year 
Accrual 

($0.508 million)  

Total Under Expenditure 

Salaries
The Public Accounts will disclose salary payments made to Ministers, OIC appointees, 
and all non-OIC appointees who received $75,000 or greater. 

The salaries for ministry employees were reviewed. All salaries appear reasonable and 
consistent with established compensation levels. 

Travel
Employee travel costs of $5,000 or greater and all travel costs for the Ministers and 
Deputy Minister are published in the Detailed Schedules of Payments. Reported 
ministerial travel costs are as follows: 

Minister MIT Travel 
Costs Explanation

Teresa Wat $37,475 Ministerial Travel – Based on travel reimbursements 
paid by the Ministry of International Trade 
- MIT travel $ 20,560 

(Paid by the Ministry of Finance) 
- Minister City Allowance $ 2,451 
- Minister Capital City Living Allowance $3,241 
- Travel between constituency $ 11,223 
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The following 9 Ministry employee’s travel costs exceed $20,000 in 2013/14: 

Employee Travel
Costs Explanation

Janel Quiring, Director, 
International Trade 
Policy Unit 

$ 42,562.55 Travel to Ottawa/Brussels- CETA negotiations 
UBCM 

Ben Stewart, BC 
Investment and Trade 
Commissioner, 
International Business 
Development 

$ 36,280.63 Travel to/from Beijing, Chengdu, Chongqing, 
Seoul, Tokyo, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Hong Kong, 
Vancouver and Victoria participating on Premier’s 
Asia Trade Mission as well as conducting BCSRA 
business development in-market( Shanghai, 
Guangzhou, Hong Kong) 

Shannon Baskerville, 
Deputy Minister, 
International Trade 

$ 28,678.01 General business travel to/from Vancouver 

Other travel includes:

Trade Mission to Asia 
UBCM 

Robert Musgrave, 
Director, Trade & 
Economic Relations Unit 

$ 25,112.47 Trans Pacific Partnership negotiations 
UBCM 

Henry Han, Executive 
Director - Americas, 
Japan and Korea, 
International Business 
Development 

$ 23,587.52 Support for Investors and Wine Buyer’s Mission 
Advance Mission 
Premier’s Trade Mission- LNG 

Robert O'Brien 
(Previously: Mgr, 
Marine, Aerospace & 
Infrastructure,  
International Business 
Development) 

$ 22,419.93 Victoria Shipbuilding Outreach 
Viking Meiya inbound visit 
Heli Expo 
Aerospace & marine sector trade development – 
Seattle, UK, Ottawa 

Greg Eidsness, Director, 
Greater China, 
International Business 
Development 

$ 22,309.55 2013 Premier’s Mission 
Business trip to China and Taiwan 
Chinese Investor Mission to BC 

Tejindar Parhar 
(Previously: Chief of 
Staff, International 
Trade)

$21,625.74 Travel with Minister 

Klaus Buttner, Executive 
Director,  International 
Business Development 

$ 20,164.57 Business meetings in SE Asia and China 

Government Transfers ($25,000 or greater) 
Supplier payments of $25,000 or greater will be published in the Detailed Schedule of 
Payments. The amounts are made up of the combined total payments made by all 
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ministries. Ministry payments were reviewed for reasonableness.
Other Supplier Payments ($25,000 or greater) 
The schedule of other supplier payments was reviewed. All suppliers were found to be 
appropriate and amounts were reasonable. 

BMO Purchasing Card Payments 
The purchasing card is the primary instrument for making small dollar value purchases 
for government. Its use has increased the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of 
government purchases; however, it has not replaced the reliance on sound procurement 
practices and effective financial contros. 

An addendum of purchasing card payments is included in the Public Accounts.

MIT:
In 2013/14, MIT made 2,119 purchases with the purchasing card which amounted to 
$1,330,010.68

These transactions are reviewed by Financial Services staff on a regular basis. All are 
deemed appropriate. 

Staff Appreciation Awards 
In 2013/14, the ministry spent $2,708 for staff events and awards, which represents 
approximately $25  per employee. The awards ranged from Public Service Week 
Events and Premier’s awards to staff appreciation and retirement gifts. 

NEXT STEPS:  The 2013/14 Public Accounts are tentatively scheduled for release the 
week of July 15, 2014 

Prepared by:  Murray Jacobs, CFO, Management Services Division 
Telephone:250-356-6950 
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MINISTRY OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND 
MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

ASIA PACIFIC STRATEGY AND MULTICULTURALISM

MEETING NOTE 

Cliff #:  13398 

Date: July 10, 2014 

PREPARED FOR:  Honourable Teresa Wat, Minister of International Trade and 
Minister Responsible for Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism 

DATE AND TIME OF MEETING:  July 14, 2014. TIME TBC. 

ATTENDEES:  Mr. Cheng Wei, Vice President, Baidu Mobile Games. 

ISSUE(S):  Bilateral meeting with Baidu

BACKGROUND:
 Baidu, Inc. (Baidu), incorporated on January 18, 2000, is a Chinese-language 

Internet search provider. 
 As the dominant Chinese internet search engine company, Baidu offers many of 

the same products and services as Google, but is primarily focused on China, 
where it controls the majority of the search market. 

 Baidu is used by hundreds of millions of Chinese internet users. App distribution, 
including mobile games, is a growing area for Baidu, which achieved more than 
100 million app downloads daily by 2013. 

 Also in 2013, Baidu bought 91 Wireless (a popular app store) for approximately 
US$1.9 billion, its biggest acquisition to date.

 Although known as “Google in China”, Baidu was registered in the Cayman 
Islands and is listed on the NASDAQ under ticker symbol BIDU. It registered two 
subsidiaries in Beijing: Baidu Online Network Technology (Beijing) Co., Ltd. and 
Baidu Netcom Science Technology (Beijing) Co., Ltd. and another subsidiary in 
Shangai: Baidu China Co., Ltd. 

 Baidu competes with Google Hong Kong, Yahoo! China, Microsoft Bing and 
many other regional players in China. 

 Baidu’s activities in North America: 
o The only public deal in North America to our knowledge is the $30 million 

takeover of Anta Clara, California-based TrustGo Mobile Inc. for its 
security and personal-privacy protection technology in early 2013.  

o CEO Robin Li said Baidu “choose not to come to the U.S. market first 
because this is a market that is very different from developing countries” 
(Baidu had a R&D centre in Singapore called BIRC in corporation with 
Singapore Agency for Science, Technology and Research). 
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DISCUSSION:
 While Baidu has no operations in Canada currently

 BC features a creative cluster of world-class film, television, visual effects and 
gaming companies. With the right mix of technology and talent, BC has earned 
its reputation as one of the world’s leading creative media centres. 

 An increasing number of influential multi-national companies such as Facebook, 
Microsoft, Amazon and Sony have recently set up their operations in Vancouver. 

SUGGESTED RESPONSE/KEY MESSAGING:

Prepared by: Jason Si, Senior Manager, China, International Market Development 
Telephone: (604-660-5911)  

Reviewed by 

Dir: ED:  PI ADM:   DM:   MIN:
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MINISTRY OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND 
MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

ASIA PACIFIC STRATEGY AND MULTICULTURALISM

MEETING NOTE 

Cliff #:  13398 

Date:  July 11, 2014 

PREPARED FOR:  Honourable Teresa Wat, Minister of International Trade and 
Minister Responsible for Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism 

DATE AND TIME OF MEETING:  July 14, 2014, 3:30 – 4:00 pm 

ATTENDEES:  Mr. Zhou Wenqi, Chairman of Tianjin Huabei Group. 

ISSUE(S):  Bilateral meeting with Tianjin Huabei 

BACKGROUND:
 Tianjin Huabei Group was founded in 2003 with a registered capital of RMB200 

million (CAD34.5 million).  The predecessor of the group was Tianjin Huabei 
Cable Factory, a collectively owned cable manufacturer in the City of Tianjin. 

 After the establishment of the Group, the company forges ahead into a 
development path of diversified businesses including non-ferrous metal 
metallurgy, processing, real estate, finance and logistics. 

 Huabei Group is one of the top successful enterprises in Tianjin with fixed assets 
amounting to multi billion yuan (several hundred million dollars) and annual 
revenue up to ten billion yuan (C$1.7 billion). The group’s gross profit reaches 
several hundred million yuan  (up to a hundred million dollars) each year. 

 Tianjin Huabei Group has subsidiaries in four key industries including copper 
(production of copper anodes, copper cathode plates, thermal and electric 
copper billets, copper wires and cables), finance (micro financing), real estate 
(development of industrial parks and commercial complexes) and logistics 
(storage services and goods transportation).

 With a focus on diversified development, Huabei Group established a number of 
investment subsidiaries in the recent years to focus on real estate and industrial 
park development. The 200,000-square metre industrial park has attracted many 
well known local and overseas companies including US, Japan and Korea. The 
companies in the park generate annual revenue of more than 3 billion yuan 
(C$560 million).

DISCUSSION:
 Economic and population growth in China are driving demand for reliable and 

accessible overseas sources of mineral and energy resources. 
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 Huabei Group has no current operation and partnership in North America, 

 Already know as a global centre for mining activity, BC’s strategic Pacific Rim 
location and abundant mineral, coal and gas resources provide rich investment 
potential. 

 Efficient supply chains and superior transportation linkages and the shortest sea 
route between North America and Asia make BC a supplier of choice for mineral, 
coal and energy resources. 

SUGGESTED RESPONSE/KEY MESSAGING:

Prepared by: Jason Si, Senior Manager, China, International Market Development 
Telephone: (604-660-5911)  

Reviewed by 

Dir: ED:  PI ADM:  RS DM:   MIN:
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MINISTRY OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND 
MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

ASIA PACIFIC STRATEGY AND MULTICULTURALISM

MEETING NOTE 

Cliff #:  13398 

Date: July 10, 2014 

PREPARED FOR:  Honourable Teresa Wat, Minister of International Trade and 
Minister Responsbile for Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism 

DATE AND TIME OF MEETING:  July 14, 2014. Time TBC 

ATTENDEES:  Ms. Lu Zhiying, Vice President & Chief Branding Officer, Tsinghua 
Tongfang Co., Ltd. 

ISSUE(S):  Bilateral meeting with Tsinghua Tongfang

BACKGROUND:
 Tsinghua Tongfang Co., Ltd is held by Tsinghua Holdings Company Limited of 

Tsinghua University in Beijing. It is engaged in consumer electronics, information 
technology, energy and environment industries in China and Internationally. 

 Tsinghua Tongfang was established in 1997 and listed on the Shanghai Stock 
Exchange at the same year. 

 Tongfang builds industry chains with focus on information and energy 
environment industries. It mainly operates in the production and service of 
products like PC, LED chip, security system, digital TV, digital city and 
environment protection. 

 Tongfang's investment is mainly concentrated on North China, covering all large 
cities in China, and its investment overseas continues to expand. Tongfang 
entered a period of rapid growth in the year of 2007. 

 Besides its continued investment in PC, container inspection system, 
environmental protection technology in recent years, it also has enlarged the 
investment in high-tech products, like LED chip, digital TV and e-government, 
making its investment projects scattered. 

 Tongfang’s activities in North America: 
o Through its majority-controlled (33%) Technovator International, Tongfang 

acquired Brossard, Québec-based Distech Controls in 2007, of which 
Tongfang maintains a stake of 67%. Distech Controls Inc. has 3 
subsidiaries: Distech Energy Holding Inc., Distech Controls Energy 
Services (Canada) Inc., and 9257-3658 Québec Inc.
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o In 2009 Distech Controls acquired Ontario-based E2 Solutions Inc and 
now controls 50.2% of the share.

o Tsinghua Tongfang markets TVs in North America, Europe and 
Australasia under the Seiki Digital brand. Tongfang Global, a Hong Kong 
subsidiary of Tsinghua Tongfang, owns Diamond Bar, California-based TV 
manufacture Seiki Digital. 

 Tongfang’s business activities in BC: 
o Tongfang is a strategic partner with Xtong Xiangtone, one of the MIT 

clients specialized in mobile gaming and just launched its HQ in BC last 
August.

o Tongfang Cloud Computing Technology Co., Ltd. signed an outsourcing 
agreement with Coquitlam, BC-based Cantronic Systems Inc. in May 2014 
when Minister of International Trade Ed Fast visited China, with sales 
revenues from the agreement expected to reach $53 million in the next 
three years. 

DISCUSSION:

 Tongfang Group has multiple subsidiaries focusing on different sectors and 
industries, such as Tsinghua Tongfang Energy-Saving Holdings Limited, Nuctec 

which is 
69% controlled by Tongfang and has won contracts from the seaports globally for 
its scanning and goods inspection systems. 

SUGGESTED RESPONSE/KEY MESSAGING:

ATTACHMENTS:  Attachment 1: Biography of Ms. Lu Zhiying

Prepared by: Jason Si, Senior Manager, China, International Market Development 
Telephone: (604-660-5911)  

Reviewed by 

Dir: ED:  PI ADM:  RS DM:   MIN:
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Attachment 1 Page 3 

China APEC Business Council Program

Proposed Bilateral Meetings for Minister Teresa Wat

Lu Zhiying
Vice President & Chief Branding Officer
Tnsinghua Tongfang Co., LTD.

Ms. Lu Zhiying is Vice president and Chief Branding Officer of Tsinghua Tongfang Co.
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MINISTRY OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND 
MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

ASIA PACIFIC STRATEGY AND MULTICULTURALISM

MEETING NOTE 
Cliff #:  13487 

Date: August 19, 2014 

PREPARED FOR:  Honourable Teresa Wat, Minister of International Trade and 
Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism 

DATE AND TIME OF MEETING:  August 27, 2014, 10:00 am – 10:30 am

ATTENDEES:  Mr. Jiang Yingchun , General Manager of Poly Culture Group 
 Mr. Liu Debing, Vice-General Manager of Poly Culture Group 
 Ms. Wang Wei, Chief Accountant of Poly Culture Group 
 Ms. Chen Yi, Chief of Preparatory Team for Poly Culture North America 
 Mr. Li Jisuo, Vice president, Bank of China Vancouver 

        Mr. David Jiang, Branch Manager, Bank of China Burnaby 

ISSUE:  Mr. Jiang Yingchun, Chief Executive of Poly Culture is visiting Vancouver on 
August 26 and has requested a meeting with Minister Wat

BACKGROUND:
 Poly Culture is China’s largest art auctioneer. Its parent is state-owned 

conglomerate Poly Group, which has interests ranging from arms exports to real 
estate and was founded three decades ago by several leading figures of the 
Communist party,

 Established in 2000, Poly Culture  operates businesses in three sectors — art 
auctions and management, performance and theater operations, and 
investments in film and the television industry. 

 The company was listed on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange in March 2014.  
 With auction business related revenues of over USD $1B, the company is the 

world’s 3rd largest auction house after Sotheby’s and Christie’s.
 The company, through its subsidiary Poly Film, conducts business in cinema 

management and film and TV production. The company owns 70 movie theatres 
across China and actively produces TV and film content.  

 The company was been awarded numerous accolades and awards in China, and 
in 2012, it was accredited as one of China’s Top 30 Cultural Enterprises.

 Bank of China Vancouver is helping to facilitate business meetings in Vancouver 
for Poly Culture Group, seeing an opportunity to attract this big client to establish 
operations in Vancouver. Vice President Li Jisuo of Bank of China Vancouver will 
also attend the meeting. 
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DISCUSSION:

 In relation to the auction business, Poly Culture’s major domestic rival, China 
Guardian Auctions, set up a representative office in Vancouver in 2012 due to 
the region’s large Chinese immigrant population who brought Chinese art 
collections with them when they moved to Canada.

 Poly Film Investment Co, a subsidiary of Poly Culture, invested in the production 
of a large number of films and TV series from 2002 to 2005.

 The digital laboratory of Poly Film Investment Co., Ltd. designed and developed 
4K 3D Large Screen Projection System named POLYMAX, which had owned 
proprietary intellectual property right. Receiving wide market popularity, this 
system has been launched in many Poly International Cinemas. The main 
competitor for POLYMAX is Ontario based IMAX.

 BC is committed to providing a competitive environment for film and television 
industry. Canada and British Columbia offer tax credits, exemptions, and 
deductions to encourage business investment and innovation. Certain incentives 
target particular industries including film production. 

SUGGESTED RESPONSE/KEY MESSAGING:

ATTACHMENTS:  
 An Overview of British Columbia’s Film and TV Industry 

Tax Credits Available to Foreign Film and Television Productions
Chinese version of BC Film & TV brochure

Prepared by: Jason Si, Senior Manager, China, International Market Development 
Telephone: (604-660-5911)   
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Reviewed by 

Dir:  GE ED:  PI ADM:   DM:   MIN:   
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Attachment: An Overview of British Columbia’s Film and TV Industry 

Over the past 25 years, B.C. has earned a reputation as an international, full-service film and TV 
production centre. BC has a premier film, animation and visual effects sector, with film and television 
production generating $1.216 billion in 2012 while supporting 25,000 direct and indirect jobs.  

Also, 294 productions were undertaken in British Columbia during 2012 (13 more than in 2011), 
including: 

 159 domestic productions: 24 feature films, 58 television series (drama, documentary, lifestyle, 
reality and web series), 72 television projects (TV movies, miniseries, pilots, shorts and 
documentaries) and five animated series or projects. 

 135 foreign productions: 58 feature films (features, DVD features and visual effects-only 
projects), 26 television series (drama, lifestyle, reality, documentary and web series) 25 
television projects (TV movies, pilots, mini-series and documentaries) and 26 animated series or 
projects. 

B.C. is amongst the four largest film production centres in North America because studios in the US 
and producers from around the world trust our industry to efficiently deliver quality content at a 
competitive price.  

With world class infrastructure (studios, post-production facilities, equipment suppliers), experienced 
and highly skilled crews, depth of creative talent, labour stability, expertise in visual effects, animation 
and digital media, a film friendly environment and a diversity of locations, B.C. offers significant 
competitive advantages. Both the provincial and federal governments are highly supportive of the film 
industry and offer competitive and reliable incentive programs. For 2012-13 fiscal year alone, the film, 
television and digital interactive media industry in B.C. received an estimated $330 million in refunds 
from tax credits. 

B.C. is home to visual effects and animation studios such as Sony Imageworks, Industrial Light & 
Magic, Image Engine, Rhythm & Hues, PrimeFocus World, Scanline, Disney/Pixar, Rainmaker and 
soon to be joined by Double Negative. B.C. has handled demanding projects including feature films 
such as Elysium, Pacific Rim, Iron Man 3, Life of Pi, Superman: Man of Steel, Tron: Legacy, Mission 
Impossible 4, X-Men, I Robot , Twilight saga and Watchmen as well as television series The X Files, 
Sanctuary, Smallville and Fringe. 

BC –China Film & TV Collaboration 

As the third largest film and TV production centre in the world after Hollywood and New York, 
Vancouver has attracted many foreign producers. Well known Chinese TV series and films produced in 
Vancouver include:  Farewell Vancouver (2003) and the 2013 romantic comedy film Finding Mr. Right 
(while the title translates literally as “Beijing Meets Seattle”, the film was shot in Vancouver).  
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Tax Credits Available to Foreign Film and Television Productions

Foreign and domestic productions in British Columbia can access a variety of provincial and federal tax 
credit programs and if eligibility requirements are met, a producer can combine them to access 
exceptional savings. Clients report that B.C.’s tax incentives are the best and easiest incentives to 
access in Canada. 

British Columbia offers two tax credit programs: (1) the Film Incentive B.C. (FIBC), for domestic 
productions that are Canadian owned and controlled and have qualifying levels of Canadian content; 
(2) the Production Services Tax Credit (PSTC), open to both domestic and foreign producers, with no 
Canadian content requirements. A production corporation may only access either the FIBC or the 
PSTC program, but not both with respect to a production. 

Tax Credits for 
Domestic Productions Only

Tax Credits for 
Foreign and Domestic Productions

Tax Credit Value Tax Credt Calcuated 
Basede On Tax Credit Value Tax Credt Calcuated 

Basede On 
Basic 35% The qualified B.C. labour expenditure 

of the corporation. 
Basic PSTC 33% The qualified B.C. labour 

expenditure of the corporation. 
Regional 12.5% The qualified B.C. labour expenditure 

of the corporation pro-rated by the 
number of days of principal 
photography in B.C. outside of the 
designated Vancouver area to the 
total days of principal photography in 
B.C. This tax credit must be 
accessed in conjunction with the 
Basic tax credit. 

Regional PSTC 6% The qualified B.C. labour 
expenditure of the corporation 
pro-rated by the number of 
days of principal photography in 
B.C. outside of the designated 
Vancouver area to the total 
days of principal photography in 
B.C. This tax credit must be 
accessed in conjunction with 
the Basic PSTC. The distant 
location regional tax 

Distant
Location
Regional*

6% The distant location regional tax 
credit is added to the regional tax 
credit for principal photography done 
outside of the Lower Mainland 
region, north of Whistler and east of 
Hope, excluding the Capital Regional 
District.* 

Additional
Distant Location 
PSTC*

6% Credit is added to the regional 
tax credit for principal 
photography done outside of 
the Lower Mainland region, 
north of Whistler and east of 
Hope, excluding the Capital 
Regional District. 

Training 30% The amount paid to a B.C.-based 
individual registered in an approved 
training program. The tax credit is 
capped at 3% of the corporation’s 
qualified B.C. labour expenditure and 
must be accessed in conjunction with 
the Basic tax credit. 

Digital
Animation or 
Visual Effects 

17.5% The B.C. labour expenditures directly 
attributable to digital animation or 
visual effects activities. This tax 
credit must be accessed in 
conjunction with the Basic tax credit. 

Digital
Animation or 
Visual Effects 
PSTC

17.5% The B.C. labour expenditures 
directly attributable to digital 
animation or visual effects 
activities. This tax credit must 
be accessed in conjunction with 
the Basic PSTC. 

CDN Federal 
Production
Tax Credit 
(CPTC) 

25% Qualified Canadian labour 
expenditures of the corporation. 

CDN Federal 
PSTC ** 

16% Qualified Canadian labour 
expenditures of the corporation. 

*Pro-rated by the number of distant location principal photography days to the total B.C. principal photography days and must be accessed in conjunction 
with the Regional and Basic tax credit. **The Canadian Federal PSTC is in addition to the provincial tax credits.

FIBC is a labour based tax incentive that provides refundable tax credits to Canadian controlled 
production companies based on eligible B.C. labour costs. This tax credit is designed to encourage film, 
television, digital animation, and visual effects production in British Columbia. The program includes
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five initiatives: Basic, Regional, Distant Location Regional, Training, and Digital Animation or Visual 
Effects (DAVE). 

The British Columbia Production Services Tax Credit (PSTC) encourages film, television and animation 
production in B.C. and is available to either international or Canadian productions produced in British 
Columbia.

DAVE (Digital Animation or Visual Effects) Tax Credit is designed to provide an incentive to production 
companies employing BC based talent to create digital animation and visual effects in BC. It must be 
claimed as part of either an FIBC application or a PSTC application. 

A corporation is eligible for the DAVE tax credit for a taxation year if the corporation has claimed the 
basic Film and Television tax credit; or the production is eligible for, and the corporation has claimed 
the Production Services Tax Credit. 

Incentives for foreign corporations to set up North American head office in BC 

Advantage BC Program 

Under the International Business Activity Act (IBAA), by registering an international business (IB) in BC, 
a company can receive up to a full refund on provincial corporate taxes paid on the income of the 
qualifying business. Under the Act, an international business is defined as an international financial 
business, international film distribution business or international patent business. The government 
has proposed to expand the definition of international business to include international digital media 
distribution businesses. 

Qualifying Activities under International Film Distribution include: 

Income derived from selling, assigning or licensing rights to a non-resident to distribute a film or 
television production outside Canada or to exploit anything related to the production outside 
Canada qualifies as eligible income under the IBAA. 
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MINISTRY OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND 
MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

ASIA PACIFIC STRATEGY AND MULTICULTURALISM

MEETING NOTE 
Cliff #: 13491 

Date: September 5, 2014

PREPARED FOR:  Honourable Teresa Wat, Minister of International Trade 

DATE AND TIME OF MEETING:  September 8, 2014 meeting with Chris Gardner from 
the Premiers’ Office, and Honourable Andrew Wilkinson, Minister of Technology, 
Innovation and Citizens’ Services
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Prepared by: Bindi Sawchuk, Executive Director: (250) 952-0614

Reviewed by 

A/ADM:  HL DM:  SB MIN:
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Pages 40 through 49 redacted for the following reasons:
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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MINISTRY OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND 
MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

ASIA PACIFIC STRATEGY AND MULTICULTURALISM

INFORMATION NOTE 

Cliff #: 13497 

Date: September 4, 2014

PREPARED FOR:  Honourable Teresa Wat, Minister of International Trade and 
Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism. 

ISSUE: Governor Zhu’s visit to Vancouver September 24 to 26, 2014. 

BACKGROUND:  The Intergovernmental Relations Secretariat (IGRS) is the lead for 
the overall program, with MIT supporting the planning, organization and execution of 
key program elements of the upcoming visit by Governor Zhu.

This will be the first visit by Governor Zhu to British Columbia after he became the 
Governor in 2012. He will be leading a delegation of around 80 business and 
government representatives from Guangdong province to promote the sister province 
relationship with BC.   

DISCUSSION:  Guangdong has been BC’s sister province since 1995. Guangdong is 
China’s most populous province (more than 100 million people),  the largest province by 
GDP ($1 trillion in 2013) and it contributes about 24 percent to China’s overall total 
trade volume. 

The two provinces have collaborated on a range of activities, including promoting 
increased trade and investment, conducting educational exchanges, jointly developing 
health responses to infectious diseases and collaborating on environmental 
sustainability issues. 

These ties have been made possible by over 150 years of family, business and cultural 
links between the provinces. Most Canadians of Chinese descent (around 500,000 in 
BC) come from Guangdong province. 

Premier Clark visited Guangdong province in November 2011 and met with Governor 
Zhu Xiaodan (then acting Governor). During the visit, the BC Ministry of Agriculture 
signed two MOUs with the Guangdong Department of Agriculture and the 
Administration of Ocean and Fisheries respectively to strengthen relations in technology 
and trade. 

The Ministry of International Trade and the Guangdong Department of Commerce 
signed an agreement in December 2013 to advance trade and investment partnerships 
in the South China region. During the visit, the Minister attended a BC LNG forum in 

MIT-2014-00109 
Page 50



Page 2 

Guangzhou with approximately 50 representatives from South China’s natural gas 
industry.

The Governor’s program in Vancouver will feature a meeting with the Premier and the 
signing of a new Action Plan to mark the 20th year of BC-GD relations in 2015. The 
program will also feature the announcement of the establishment of the Guangdong 
Economic and Trade Representative Office in Canada in Vancouver. 

A luncheon for the Governor will be hosted by the Lieutenant Governor of BC and 
Minister Wat. The luncheon will feature approximately 150 guests, including
BC companies and community groups with ties to Guangdong province as well as the 
delegation accompanying the Governor. 

Following lunch, a business roundtable will provide an opportunity for the Minister to 
chair a roundtable of approximately 15 BC executives with ties to Guangdong. The 
roundtable is focused on exploring how BC and Guangdong can deepen their trade and 
investment ties and to allow the Governor to connect directly with BC companies doing 
business in his province.

:
 MIT will organize and fund the luncheon for an estimated 150 attendees. 
 Minister Wat attends all events on September 25, provides welcoming remarks at 

the luncheon and chairs the business roundtable. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment 1:  Draft Itinerary-Annotated 
Attachment 2:  Action Plan between BC and Guangdong Province 
Attachment 3:  Renewal of the 2007 BC-Guangdong CCPIT MOU 
Attachment 4:  Business Roundtable Invitation List 
Attachment 5: Governor Zhu Luncheon Invitation List 

Prepared by: Raymond Zhu, Senior Manager, International Business Development 
Division 
Telephone: (604) 660-5912 (Office

Reviewed by 

Dir: ED: PI ADM: DM:
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As of August 28th

Prepared by: Office of Protocol 
Intergovernmental Relations Secretariat 
1st floor, 548 Michigan Street 
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada, V8W 9V1 
Business: 250.387.1616  Fax: 250.356.2814 
www.protocol.gov.bc.ca 

Contact 

Mr. Manjit Khaira, Protocol Manager 
Mr. Marc-André Ouellette, Chief of 

Protocol and Executive Director 

Tel  Mobile 

250.356.9459      

250.356.5004  

24 hr 0700 0800 0900 1000 1100 1200 1300 1400 1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 2000 2100 2200 2300 Page
12 hr 7am 8am 9am 10am 11am 12pm 1pm 2pm 3pm 4pm 5pm 6pm 7pm 8pm 9pm 10pm 11pm 1 of 8

DRAFT
PROTOCOL
ITINERARY

Visit of 
Hon. ZHU Xiaodan, Governor

Province of Guangdong 
People’s Republic of China

Version 2.9 Visit Date: September 24-26, 2014

Guangdong Contact: Ms. WU Yali, Tel: Page 1 of 2

Accompanied by:

Official delegation: 
 Mr. LI Feng, Secretary-General of the People’s Government of Guangdong 
 Mr. FU Lang, Director-General of Guangdong Foreign Affairs Office 
 Mr. LAI Tiansheng, Director-General of Guangdong Commission of Economy 

and Information Technology 
 Mr. ZENG Zhiquan, Director-General of Guangdong Department of Finance
 Ms. WU Yali, Interpreter, Guangdong Foreign Affairs Office

Guangdong Foreign Affairs Working Group 
 Ms. QIU, Huilin, Director 
 Ms. MA Yue, Deputy Director 
 Mr. LI Zhijian, Deputy Director 
 Mr. FAN Bin, Staff 

Guangdong Policy Research Group 
 Mr. LIU, Xiaotao, Director 
 Mr. TANG Xiaobing, Director 
 Mr. HOU Yanbin, Staff 

Media
 Ms. XIE Sijia, Journalist, Nanfang Daily 
 Mr. GAO Wei, Journalist, Guangdong Radio and Television Station 

Contact Information

Ms. WU Yali 
Cell:

Email:

Wednesday, September 24th – Seattle - Vancouver

2000 Depart Seattle for Vancouver onboard chartered bus 
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Contact 

Mr. Manjit Khaira, Protocol Manager 
Mr. Marc-André Ouellette, Chief of 

Protocol and Executive Director 
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250.356.9459     

250.356.5004  
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2245
approx.

Arrival at Douglas (Peace Arch) Border Crossing in Surrey. 

Note: Greeted by BC Office of Protocol and Consulate General of China 
at Vancouver.

2330 Arrival in Vancouver. Accommodation at Fairmont Pacific Rim or Pan 
Pacific Hotel (TBD) 

Thursday, September 25th – Vancouver

0900

0950 Governor and delegation depart hotel for 999 Canada place on foot. 

0955 Governor and delegation arrive at 999 Canada Place and greeted by 
the Hon. Teresa Wat, Minister of International Trade 

Minister Wat meeting with Guangdong CCPIT President Chen

9:00am to 9:30am Cypress Room, Pan Pacific Hotel

Minister Wat meets Chen Qiuyan, President of Guangdong Committee of CCPIT
Hon. Teresa Wat, Minister of International Trade
President Chen and the delegation(4 persons)
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Mr. Manjit Khaira, Protocol Manager 
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1000

Meeting with the Hon. Christy Clark, Premier of British Columbia 
Participants: 

 Governor 
 Interpreter 
 Official Delegation (5 members) 
 Ms. LIU Fei, Consul General of China at Vancouver 
 Hon. Teresa Wat, Minister of International Trade 
 BC Chief of Protocol 
 Mr. Weldon Epp, Consul General of Canada in Guangzhou 
 Others TBC 

Discussion Topics: 
 19 years of BC-Guangdong Sister-Province relationship, visit 

marks occasion to establish an action plan to commence 
celebrations of the 20th anniversary  

 Relationship between BC and Guangdong in the areas of trade 
and investment, LNG, clean energy needs, advanced health 
research collaboration and skills training. 

Location: (TBC) Suite #740 – 999 Canada Place or Cypress Boardroom 
at Pan Pacific Hotel 

Note: Consecutive interpretation, gift exchange, Governor signs Province 
of BC’s Distinguished Visitors Book 

1025 Depart for Pan Pacific Hotel on foot 

1030

Premier meeting with Governor Zhu (IGRS)

10:00 am to 10:25am

Hon. Teresa Wat, Minister of International Trade will attend
This will be an informal meeting
To be catered with light refreshments (Tea service)

Media Event (GRS/GCPE/Missions and Events)

10:30 am to 11:15 am

Premier Clark and Minister Wat will attend the media event.

Signings

1. PCC and Governor Zhu: Signing of 1 year action plan
2. MTW and GD CCPIT President: Renewal of MOU.

Witness

3. PCC, MTW and Governor Zhu witness the signing between GZ Development
Group and Woodfibre participants TBC

Unveiling

4. PCC, MTW and Governor Zhu: Guangdong Economic and Trade
Representative Office (GETRO) in Canada Opening participants TBC

5. PCC, MTW and Governor Zhu: GF Securities (Canada) Company Ltd. unveiling
participants TBC MIT-2014-00109 
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Contact 
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Governor Zhu and Premier Clark hold signing/media event highlighting 
successes of 19 years of Sister-Province relations and introduce 
upcoming BC-Guangdong 20th anniversary. 
Announceables:

 Signing of 1 Year Action Plan of activities in 2014 and 2015 to 
commemorate the 20th anniversary. 

Official ribbon cutting and inauguration of the Guangdong Economic and 
Trade Representative Office in Canada by Governor Zhu, Premier
Clark and Minister Wat.

Announceables:
 Announcement of the Guangdong Economic and Trade 

Representative Office (GETRO) 
 Renewal of China Council for the Promotion of International Trade 

(CCPIT) Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)  
 Other MOUs TBC 

Program rollout (TBC): 
1. Welcome by Director of Ceremonies 
2. Remarks by Premier 
3. Signing of Action Plan/MOUs by Premier and Governor 
4. Signing of BC MIT-CCPIT MOU by Minister Wat and Guangdong 

Representative. Witnessed by Premier and Governor 
5. Signing of Agreement by Representatives of Guangzhou Gas and 

Pacific Oil & Gas. 
6. Remarks and announcement of GETRO by Governor 
7. Governor and Premier official ribbon cutting and inauguration of 

GETRO. 
8. Governor and Premier official ribbon cutting and inauguration of 

GF Securities Canadian Head office. 
9. Closing by Director of Ceremonies 

Location:  Pacific Rim #1, Pan Pacific Hotel 
Note: Consecutive interpretation 

1115 Premier departs. Private time for Governor 

1130

Courtesy meeting with the Her Honour the Hon. Judith Guichon, 
Lieutenant Governor of BC  

Participants: 

MTW attends courtesy meeting with Her Honour the Hon. Judith Guichon (IGRS
lead)
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 Guangdong Official Delegation 
 Ms. LIU Fei, Consul General of China at Vancouver 
 Hon. Teresa Wat, Minister of International Trade 
 Private Secretary to the Lieutenant Governor 
 BC Chief of Protocol 
 Mr. Weldon Epp, Consul General of Canada in Guangzhou 
 Others TBC 

Location:  Atrium Boardroom (Capacity 8 ppl), Pan Pacific Hotel 
Note: Consecutive interpretation, gift exchange

1155 Official Party (Governor Zhu, Lieutenant Governor, Minister Wat, 
others TBC) take their places to be piped in to official Welcome 
Luncheon. 

Note: Piped in

1200

Official Welcome Luncheon hosted by Her Honour  
the Honourable Judith Guichon, Lieutenant Governor of BC and 

Hon. Minister Wat to celebrate BC-Guangdong Sister-Province 
Relationship. 

Proposed Program:  
 Lieutenant Governor, Minister Wat and Governor Zhu piped 

in by the Lieutenant Governor’s Piper. 
 Remarks by Lieutenant Governor, Minister Wat and Governor 

Zhu.

MTW participates at Welcome luncheon (MIT)

11:45am to 1:15 pm

11:45 am Invitees can register for the lunch.

12:00 pm LG, MTW and Governor Zhu are piped into the lunch.

12: 05 pm MC welcomes guests.

12:10 pm Lt. Governor gives welcoming remarks.

12:20 pm Minister Wat gives welcoming remarks.

12:30 pm Governor Zhu will speak

12:40 pm Lunch is served.

1:15 pm Lunch ends
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 Celebration of BC-Guangdong Sister-Province relations. 

Attendees (TBC, approx.. 150 people): 
 Ms. LIU Fei, Consul General of China at Vancouver 
 Mr. Weldon Epp, Consul General of Canada in Guangzhou 
 BC business, institutional and community representatives. 
 BC-Guangdong businesses and community associations. 

Location: Ocean View Suites #5-7, Pan Pacific Hotel 
Note: Consecutive interpretation 

1330

Business roundtable chaired by the Hon. Teresa Wat, Minister of 
International Trade

Attendees:
 Governor ZHU and Delegation 
 Ms. LIU Fei, Consul General of China at Vancouver 
 Mr. Weldon Epp, Consul General of Canada in Guangzhou 
 Representatives of BC/Canadian enterprises 

Location: Pacific Rim #1, Pan Pacific Hotel 
Note: Simultaneous Interpretation 

1500

Meeting with the Vancouver Port Authority and/or Harbour Tour of 
Burrard Inlet. 
Location: TBC 

Business Roundtable (MIT) – MTW to chair

1:30pm to 2:45 pm

1:30 to 1:35 MTW to provide introductory remarks.

1:35 to 1:45 Governor Zhu speaks about GD province and its opportunities.

1:45 to 2:45 MTW facilitates a discussion on the BC Guangdong trade and
investment relationship.

2:45 Roundtable concludes.

MTW attends the Harbour Tour of Burrard Inlet (IGRS lead)
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1700
Private Time for Governor 

1830

Evening Governor Zhu’s private event with Ms. LIU Fei, Consul General of 
China at Vancouver 

Location: TBD 

Friday, September 26th - Vancouver

0930 Tour of Stanley Park 
Location: TBD 

1100 Private Time

1305 Depart YVR for Guangzhou on Flight

End of Program 

Minister Wat meeting with Mr. Guo Yuanqiang, Director General of Guangdong
Department of Commerce

5:00pm to 5:30pm Cypress Room, Pan Pacific Hotel

Minister Wat meets Guo Yuanqiang , Director General of Guangdong Department of
Commerce

Hon. Teresa Wat, Minister of International Trade
Director General Guo and two staff

Minister Wat attends the dinner for Mr. Guo Yuanqiang, Director General of
Guangdong Department of Commerce and the business delegation, hosted by
Canada China International Business Association

6:30pm to 8:30pm Venue TBC

Minister Wat attends the dinner and delivers welcome remarks

Hon. Teresa Wat, Minister of International Trade
Director General Guo and the business delegation
BC business representatives
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ACTION PLAN BETWEEN 
THE GOVERNMENT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA OF CANADA 

AND
THE PEOPLE’S GOVERNMENT OF GUANGDONG PROVINCE OF 

THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 
TO MARK THE 20th ANNIVERSARY OF  

SISTER PROVINCE RELATIONS 

To mark the occasion of the 20th Anniversary of the Sister Province Relationship, the Government 
of British Columbia of Canada and the People’s Government of Guangdong Province of the 
People’s Republic of China (hereinafter "the Participants"), are implementing a one year Action 
Plan of celebratory activities to mark this important milestone.  

The Participants have reached the following understanding:   

1. Government missions and visits  

The Participants will seek opportunities for visits of leaders and senior officials to each other’s 
province.   

Action Items 

The leaders of the two provinces will seek to lead missions to each other’s province during the 
20th year of the Sister Province relationship.   

The leaders of the two provinces will have their senior Ministers lead sectoral trade missions to 
each other’s province.  

2. Trade Promotion  

The Participants will seek to encourage increased trade between them through the establishment of 
trade representatives and participation in each other’s trade shows.  

Action Items 

The People’s Government of Guangdong Province will open a Trade Office in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, to complement British Columbia’s Trade Office in Guangzhou, Guangdong 
Province.

The Government of British Columbia will organize a delegation to attend Airshow China in 
November 2014, Guangdong.  

The People’s Government of Guangdong Province will organize a delegation to attend the BC 
LNG Conference in October 2015.  
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BC – Guangdong 20th Anniversary Action Plan

3. Sister Province Promotion  

To promote the Sister Province relationship, the Participants will organize and encourage events in 
their provinces to highlight the people-to-people, educational, and cultural ties between them.  

Action Items 

Each Participant will organize a “BC Day” or “Guangdong Day” in their own province.  This 
may include British Columbia and Guangdong booths at trade shows, “Friends of BC” and 
“Friends of Guangdong” receptions in each other’s provinces, or the announcement of “BC Day” 
and “Guangdong Day” in each other’s provinces. 

The Participants will continue to promote strong education and collaboration between them, 
including carrying out a special promotion during the 20th year of the Sister Province 
relationship.  

The Participants will encourage community organizations, such as the BC-Guangdong Business 
Council and the Vancouver-Guangzhou Friendship Society, to organize 1 to 3 cultural and 
community events such as musical events, art shows, and sports matches in their provinces. 

4. Government Cooperation  

The Participants will identify opportunities to deepen cooperation between them and raise the 
profile of their Sister Province relationship.  

Action Items 

The Participants will organize joint seminars to highlight themes of importance to both 
jurisdictions.  

The Participants will explore new and expanded areas of cooperation.  

5. Twinning 

The Participants will encourage their cities, institutions, and transportation gateway facilities to seek 
closer ties with their counterparts in each other’s province.  

Action Items 
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BC – Guangdong 20th Anniversary Action Plan

The Participants will encourage twinning and sister-city relationships between their cities.  

The Participants will encourage twinning relationships between their research, education, and 
health institutions.  

The Participants will encourage existing twins among their transportation gateway facilities to 
engage in celebratory activities to mark the 20th anniversary.  

6. The organizations designated to coordinate the activities specified in this Action Plan are the 
Intergovernmental Relations Secretariat and the Ministry of International Trade, Government of 
British Columbia of Canada, and the Foreign Affairs Office, People’s Government of 
Guangdong Province of the People’s Republic of China.  

This Action Plan is signed in duplicate at Vancouver, British Columbia, this 25th day of September, 2014, 
in the English and Chinese languages, both texts being equally valid.   

For the Government of British Columbia
of Canada 

For People’s Government of Guangdong 
Province 

of the People’s Republic of China 
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BC – Guangdong 20th Anniversary Action Plan

Highlights of the last 19 years of Sister Province Relations

To mark the beginning of the 20th year of their Sister Province relationship, the Government of  
British Columbia of Canada and the People’s Government of Guangdong Province of the People’s 
Republic of China wish to highlight the accomplishments of the last 19 years of their Sister 
Province Relationship.  These accomplishments span a wide range of fields: twinning, education, 
agri-foods, life sciences, information communication technology (ICT), energy & mining, and 
transportation. 

1. Twinning 

There are five pairs of sister cities between Guangdong and BC: Vancouver – Guangzhou, 
Surrey–Zhuhai, Burnaby–Zhongshan, North Vancouver–Huizhou, New Westminster–Yunfu. 
Sister port relationships: 
o Vancouver International Airport - Guangzhou International Airport 
o Vancouver Port - Guangzhou Port 

2. Education 

Several BC school districts (Vancouver, Coquitlam, Surrey, Burnaby, Greater Victoria, etc.) and 
BC post-secondary institutions (BCIT, UBC, UVic, SFU, TRU, UNBC, Capilano University, 
etc.) are active in Guangdong. 
Capilano University signed an MOU with Huizhou University in October 2009 on faculty and 
student exchange in the tourism management program. 
UNBC signed an MOU with Wu Yi University in 2013 on faculty and student exchange and 
research cooperation. 
Gladstone Secondary School signed an agreement with Guangdong Experimental High School in 
2013.
UBC Sauder School of Business has agreements with: 
o the Guangdong Provincial Government’s Emergency Management Office on the provision of 

Emergency Management Training to over 100 Guangdong senior government officials (2010) 
o the Guangdong Provincial Government’s Department of Human Resources and Social 

Security on executive training (2012) 
The BC branch of the Canadian Bar Association has had a twinning relationship with 
Guangdong Lawyers Association since 1993.

3. Agri-food 

Guangdong imports various foods and beverages from BC, such as geoduck, Dungeness crab, 
cherries, and ice wine.  
Two MOUs were signed between Guangdong and BC during Premier Clark’s mission in 2011: 
o Marine Fisheries and Seafood Trade, Technology and Investment Cooperation 
o Agriculture and Agri-Food Trade, Technology and Investment Cooperation 
BC-based companies Paladin International Foods Sales Ltd. and Gold River Seafood established 
their representative offices in Guangzhou in 2012.  
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BC – Guangdong 20th Anniversary Action Plan

4. Life Sciences 

Collaboration on innovation has taken place between UBC / Shenzhen Institute of Advance 
Technology, Genome BC / Shenzhen BGI, BC Prostate Centre / Shenzhen BGI, BC Autism 
Spectrum Interdisciplinary Research (ASPIRE)/Shenzhen BGI, and Stemcell Technologies Inc./ 
Shenzhen BGI. 
BC Children’s Hospital and Guangzhou Women and Children Medical Center have a long-
standing partnership. 
Vancouver General Hospital has had a twinning relationship with Guangzhou No.1 Hospital 
since 1987. 

5. Information Communication Technology (ICT) 

BC companies including TP System, Cantronic, Fireswirl, Clevest, Neverblue, Incognito and 
Sierra Wireless have set up operations in Guangdong.  Vancouver-based ICT company Avigilion 
set up an office in Guangzhou in 2013.  
Guangdong companies such as Lifang International Digital Technologies Co., Ltd. and Linkstar 
Electronic Group (Shenzhen) Co., Ltd. have invested and opened branch companies in BC. 

6. Energy & Mining 

Guangdong and BC signed an MOU on cooperation in clean energy in 2007.
Westport cooperated with the Shandong-based Weichai Power to provide Westport engines to 
manufacture buses which have been used for the Shenzhen Bus Group.
IMW Co., Ltd signed an equipment purchase agreement in 2013 with Shenzhen based China Gas 
Holdings Limited.  
Guangzhou Kingland Industrial Investment Co., Ltd. set up a head office in Vancouver in 2009. 

7. Transportation  

In June 2011, Guangdong-based China Southern Airlines launched direct flights between 
Guangzhou and Vancouver.  This route was increased to seven flights per week in June 2013.  
In August 2011, Guangdong-based China Southern Airlines launched its four weekly cargo 
services between Vancouver and Shanghai. 
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Memorandum of Understanding  
On 

Two-Way Investment and Trade Promotion Cooperation 
Between 

The British Columbia Ministry of International Trade  
And  

Guangdong Sub-council  
China Council for the Promotion of International Trade  

The British Columbia Ministry of International Trade and the Guangdong Sub-council 
of China Council for the Promotion of International Trade (hereinafter referred as the 
“Participants”) reaffirm the existing cooperative relationship in two-way investment 
and trade promotion between the two jurisdictions. 

The objective of this Memorandum of Understanding is to update and renew the 
Memorandum of Understanding on Two-Way Investment and Trade Cooperation 
signed at the City of Guangzhou of Guangdong Province of the People’s Republic of 
China on the 29th of November, 2007. 

Accordingly, the Participants have reached the following understanding on areas of 
enhanced cooperation to expand both British Columbia’s investment and exports to 
Guangdong and Guangdong’s investment and exports to British Columbia: 

1. Information Exchange and Introduction to Potential Investors 

a) The Participants will jointly promote information exchange, in accordance 
with their respective mandates, with a view to communicating the following 
information: 

i. Investment and trade policies and regulations; 
ii. Investment environment; 

iii. Two-way investment and trade promotion activities;  
iv. Other investment and trade promotion initiatives as accepted by the 

Participants; and 
v. Information and services needed by each other’s investors and their 

partners.

2. Investment and Trade Promotion Activities  

a) The Participants may from time to time mutually consent to cooperate on 
investment and trade promotional activities, in accordance with their 
respective mandates, in the areas of: 
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i. Exchanging company information and contacts; 
ii. Exchanging invitations to investment and trade seminars; 

iii. Organizing two-way investment and trade promotion missions; 
iv. Exchanging invitations to investment and trade fairs; 
v. Establishing links between the investment and trade websites of the 

Participants; and 
vi. Organizing various investment and trade promotion activities on-line. 

3. Industry Sector Priorities for Two-Way Investment 

a) Priority industry sectors for two-way trade and investment will be reviewed 
and updated annually by the Participants. 

b) Priority sectors for Guangdong are: 
i. Natural resources which Chinese Government encourages foreign 

investors to invest and utilize; 
ii. Technology; 

iii. Modern manufacturing and infrastructure with advanced technology; 
iv. Tourism; 
v. Communication;  

vi. Healthcare and Pharmaceuticals; and 
vii. Services.

c) Priority sectors for British Columbia are: 
i. Natural gas; 

ii. Mining; 
iii. Technology; 
iv. Transportation;  
v. Tourism; 

vi. International Education; and 
vii. Forestry. 

4. Annual Meetings 

a) The Participants will meet annually to review progress and discuss two-way 
investment and trade cooperation. These annual meetings will allow 
participants to discuss and agree on a mutual work-plan to promote foreign 
direct investment and trade between British Columbia and Guangdong, and 
between Guangdong and British Columbia.  

5. Other Considerations 

a) This Memorandum of Understanding is not legally binding. 
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b) The Participants will resolve any differences in the interpretation of the 
application of this Memorandum through negotiations. 

6. Effective Term 

a) This Memorandum of Understanding will take effect upon the date of 
signature, and remain in effect for five (5) years.   

b) A Participant may terminate this Memorandum of Understanding by giving 
one month written notice to the other Participant. 

c) The Participants may modify this Memorandum of Understanding by their 
mutual consent in writing. 

Signed in duplicate this 25th day of September, 2014, at Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada, in the English and Chinese languages, each version being equally valid.  

_____________________             _____________________ 
       
For the Ministry of International Trade           For the Guangdong Sub-Council  
Province of British Columbia                  China Council for the Promotion 
Canada                                    of International Trade 
            People’s Republic of China 
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