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INDEPENDENT SCHOOL TEACHER CERTIFICATION CHANGES

January 1. 2008 On or After April 1. 2008

Qlwi . *

. ?
t/tJ '

The Unrestricted Certificate is renamed
Profess ional Certificate.
Note: No changes to certification criteria.

Changes to Professional Certificate (pG)
criteria for new applicants.

Certificate Crlteria Professional Certificate (pC)
Professional
Certificate (PC)

Previously
Unrestricted
Certificate (UR)

4 year undergraduate
degree (120 semester
credits) from a recognized
college or university of which
30 credits are completed in
recognized teacher training

A minimum of four years of post secondary
education inclusive of an acceptable degree

An acceptable professional teacher education
program consisting of

a. 48 credits pedagogy course work including
content relating to teaching students with
special needs and an acceptable practicum
or equivalent.

b. Certification or evidence of eligibility for
certification

c. An understanding of the context of teaching --
in Canadian schools SFll0ooree, A

d. 6 credits of Enstish ;J,:,.P':ffi ̂ *^:;;[
and composition or 

"ryj""!
e. A minimum of 24 credits of academic

coursework: I
I

i. Elementary Teacher - broad course I
selection including credits in Canadian I
Studies (3), Mathematics (3) and Science I
(3)or equivatent.  I

i i. Secondary Teacher - 24 credits in one I
teachable subject area, as listed on the I
Ministry of Education, Independent I
Schools, website. I

1 .

2.

Systems
Restrlcted

(sYR)

4 year post-secondary
education (120 semester
credits) including credential
(30 semester credits or the
equivalent) in recognized
alternative teacher training
(i.e., Waldorf, Montessori)

Subject Restricted

(SR)

4 year undergraduate
degree (120 semester
credits), restricted to
teachable subject area (with
18 upper level or 30
semester credits overall in a
teachable subiect area)

School and
Subject
Restricted

(SSR 1 and 2)

(Not applicable to
English/Language
Arts, Social
Studies,
Mathematics, and
Sciences)

(Grade restrictions
may apply)

SSR 1: (Grades K-9 only)
1. Post-secondarytraining

relevant to teachable
subject area :

2. Authority endorsement
3. Community recognized

expertise

SSR2: (Grades K-12)
1. Post-secondary

credential (certifi cate,
diploma, etc.) relevanl to
teachable subject area.

2. Authority Endorsement
3. Community recognized

exoertise
Notes:

1. All other independent school certification criteria will remain unchanged, except for the English Language
Proficiency. Starting January 1, 2008, those applicants who need to establish proficiency i-n the enltisi
language for any independent school teaching certificate will need to submit one of the two followin! tests:

a. TOEFL-IBT with total score of 98 and minimum subtest scores of 23 on Reading and Listen'ing, 27
on Speaking , and 25 on Writing.

b' Academic version of the Intemational English Language Testing System (IELTS) with an overall
band score of 6.5 and with no band below 6 and a minimum oll on the Speaking and Writing
bands.

2. The 12 maximum credits for years of teaching experience (that could be applied to the 30 credits of teacher
training) will no longer be granted after Jan 1, 200g.
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INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS TEACHER CERTIFICATE COMMITTEE
DRAFT MINUTES

December 3, 2010

office of the lnspector of Independent schools, victoria Bc
Via Teleconference
9:30am * 12:U0pm

Attendees.' Terry Kooy (Chair), Cathy Lowenstein, David North, Lloyd Robinson,
Stephan Grasmuck, Jane Hicks

Ministry: Theo VandeWeg, Deputy Assistant Inspector, Leslie Chiu, Coordinator

1.  Chai r  ca l led the meet ing to  order .

2. Theo VandeWeg, Assistant Deputy Inspector, welcomed the lndependent School Teacher
Certi f ication Committee (ISTCC) members.

3. Motion carried. to approve the draft minutes of the ISTCC meeting of December 3, 2010
(DN/JH)

4. Leslie Chiu, Coordinator informed the ISTCC that al l  applications approved pending
satisfactory completion of application at the September 28,2010 meeting are al l  complete
and cert i f icates have been issued.

5. Motion carried: To approve the fol lowing School and Subject Restricted Certi f icate
applications as described:

Baf , Rajwinder Kaur - approved for SSR2 to teach Punjabi and Religious Music K-12 at
Sikh Academy (SG/CL)

Brendon, Arthur Dennis - approved for SSR2 to teach Studio Art K-12 at Dwight
International School (LR/JH)

England, David Leroy - approved for SSR2 to teach Religious Studies K-12 at White Rock
Christ ian Academy (DN/CL)

Faf la, Jul ia Esther - approved for SSR2 to teach French and Spanis h K-12 at Avalon
Adventist Junior Academy (JH/cL) (note: LR recused from discussion)

Faf la, Jul ia Esther - approved for ssR2 to teach French and spanish K-12 at west coast
Adventist (DL) school (cL/sG) (note: LR recused from discussion)

Kaur, Satwinder - approved for SSR2 to teach Punjabi K-12 at Sikh Academy (LR/JH)

Kaur, Surinder- approved for SSRl to teach Punjabi and Religion K-g at Khalsa School
(surrey) pending satisfactory completion of application (DN/sGi

ISTCC Minutes DRAFT Dec 3 2010 Page 1 of 2
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Klassen, Corey DuWayne - approved for SSRI to teach Bible K-9 at Comox Valley
Christ ian School pending receipt of proof of relevant post-secondary training in the subject
area (JH/DN)

Lindsay, Kimberly Dawn - approved for SSR2 to teach Concert Band K-l2 at Centennial
Christ ian School (SG/DN)

l - denied for SSR2 to teac
l due to lack of relevant post-secondary

training/credential (DN/SG)

Ziegenhagel, Adam Christopher Ryan - approved for SSRI to teach Religious Studies K-
9 at Comox Vallev Christ ian School

6.  l tems for  Discuss ion:

.  

.  

Next  Meet ings:  9 :30 -  11:00am, May 6,201 '1,  Southr idge School ,  Surrey

ISTCC Minutes DRAFT Dec 3 2010 Page2 o f  2
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INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS TEACHER CERTIFICATE COMMITTEE
DRAFT MINUTES

May 6 ,  2011

Southr idge School ,  Surrey

9:30am - 1:30pm

Attendees: Terry Kooy (Chair), Cathy Lowenstein, David North, Lloyd Robinson,
Stephan Grasmuck, Jane Hicks

Ministry: Theo VandeWeg, Deputy Assistant Inspector, Leslie Chiu, Coordinator

1.  Chai r  ca l led the meet ing to  order .

2 Theo VandeWeg, Assistant Deputy Inspector, welcomed the Independent School Teacher
Certi f ication Committee (ISTCC) members. Leslie Chiu and Jane Hicks joined the meeting via
Skype

3. Motion carried: to approve the draft minutes of the ISTCC meeting of December 3, 2010
(DN/SG)

4' Leslie Chiu, Coordinator informed the ISTCC that al l  applications approved pending
satisfactory completion of application at the September 28,2010 meeting are al l  co-mplete
and cert i f icates have been issued.

5. Motion carried: To approve the fol lowing School and Subject Restricted Certi f icate
applications as described:

Al-Marsomy, Sarah Naif - approved for SSR1 to teach Quran and lslamic Studies K-g at
Az-Zahraa lslamic Academy (DN/LR)

Brar, Taranji t  Kaur - approved for SSR2 to teach Punjabi and Religio n K-12 at Khalsa
school (surrey) pending satisfactory completion of appiication 1sGl6L)

Brewer, Gary Robert - approved for SSRl to teach Information Technology K-9 at Maria
Montessori school pending satisfactory completion of application (LR/DN)

DeJong, Michael Anthony - approved for SSR2 to teach Religious Studies K-12 at
Nanaimo Chr is t ian School  (SG/DN)

Doyle, Sarah Daniel le - approved for SSR2 to teach Art K-12 at Christ ian Life School
pending satisfactory completion of application (LR/CL)

Durden, Eleazar Jonathan (Rabbi) - approved for SSRl to teach Judaic Studies and
Hebrew Studies K-9 at Vancouver Hebrew Academy pending receipt of val id Canadian work
permit which wil l  al low him to be employed as a teacher (DN7SG)

ISTCC Minutes DRAFT Mav 6 2011 Page 1 of 3
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Fawcett, Katherine Leslie - approved for SSRl to teach Music K-9 at Whistler Waldorf
School. Denied for SSR2 due to lack of post-secondary education (SG/DN)

Hughes, Vivian Yvonne Mary - approved for SSRI to teach Drama K-9 at Vedanta
Educational Academy. Denied for SSR2 due to lack of post-secondary education (LR/SG)

Kaur, Harjeet - approved for SSRI to teach Punjabi and Religion K-9 at Khalsa School
(Surrey) (SG/LR)

Luckham, Simone Barbara - approved for SSR2 to teach Art K-12 at lsland Oak High
School (DN/SG)

Mernick, Melanie Frances - approved for SSR2 to teach Judaic Studies and Hebrew K-12
at Pacif ic Torah lnsti tute (CL/LR)

Rodriguez de Penaranda, Miguel - approved for ssR2 to teach spanish K-12 at
SelfDesign Learning Community (DL) School (DN/CL)

Stacey, Janice Annette - approved for SSR2 to teach Special Education K-12 at
SelfDesign Learning Community (DL) School pending satisfactory completion of application
(LR/JH)

- application was not reviewed due to lack of documentation
(sG/DN)

l  -  appeal denied for SSR2 to teac
l due to lack of relevant educatio

) (DN/LR)

6. l tems for Discussion:
.  

Stare Photography

ISTCC Minutes DRAFT Mav 6 201'1 Page 2 of 3
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TVW informed the ISTCC that a potential applicant is interested in completing the
online photography course and enquired whether i t  would be suff icient for SSR
certi f ication; whether this course is suff icient or equivalent of post-secondary
education/credential
ISTCC discussed the current cri teria for SSR cert i f ication and the future of similar
online courses
lsrcc agreed that this type of course would be not be specif ical ly post-
secondary and very l imited in scope. There is no guarantee applicant would be
approved by lsrcc. A more comprehensive program offered by a post-
secondary insti tut ion would be a more desirable preparation. The Committtee
further discussed the pros/cons of SSR cert i f icate preparation through online
training only. The discussion was deferred to the Committee in Septemb er 2011 .

Next  Meet ings:  September 16,2011

ISTCC Minutes DRAFT Mav 6 201i Page 3 of 3
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INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS TEACHER CERTIFICATE COMMITTEE
DRAFT MINUTES

September 16,2011

Lions Gate Christian Academy, North Vancouver

9:00am - 3:00pm

Attendees: Terry Kooy (chair), cathy Lowenstein, David North, Jane Hicks

Ministry: Theo VandeWeg, Inspector, Leslie Chiu, Coordinator

1. Chair cal led the meeting to order.

2. Theo VandeWeg, lnspector, welcomed the Independent School Teacher Cert i f ication
Committee (ISTCC) members and informed them tha has left government as
of september 15, 2011 . Lesl ie chiu joined the meeting via telephone.

3. TVW distr ibuted contracts and the Indemnity Forms for signing.

4. Motion carried: to approve the draft minutes of the ISTCC meeting of May 6,2011 (DN/CL)

5. Leslie Chiu, Coordinator informed the ISTCC that 3 applications approved pending
satisfactory completion of application at the May 6, 2011 meeting are outstanding. f6e
Teacher Cert i f ication Clerk is fol lowing up with the applicants regarding the missing
documents required to issue the cert i f icates.

6. Motion carried: To approve the fol lowing School and Subject Restricted Certi f icate
applications as described :

Bieler, Margaret Joanne Alison - approved for SSRl to teach Handwork K-9 at Nelson
waldorf school pending satisfactory compretion of application (DN/cL)

Catalano, Christopher Erl ing - approved for SSR2 to teach Music K-12 at St. John's
International School (JH/DN)

Chen, Lo-Yin (Louise) - approved for SSR2 to teach Mandarin K-12 at Mulgrave School
(JH/CL)

Cochrane, Patrick Robert - approved for SSR2 to teach Computer Aided Draft ing K-12 at
Kamloops Christ ian School pending satisfactory completion of application (DN/CLf

Durand, Marianne Nathalie - approved for SSR1 to teach French K-9 at Sunrise Waldorf
School pending satisfactory completion of application (DN/JH)

Feigelstock, Rywka - approved for SSR2 to teach Hebrew K-12 at King David High School
(DN/JH)

ISTCC Minutes September 16 2011 Page 1  o f4
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Foucher, Celine Marie Francoise - approved for SSRl to teach French K-9 at York House
School (CL/JH)

Funk, Sherri  Lynn - approved for SSR1 to teach Music K-9 at Heritage Christ ian School
(DN/CL)

Gagfardi, Scott David - approved for SSR2 to teach Bibl ical Studies K-12 at Comox Valley
Christ ian (JH/CL)

Graham, Carmen Holly - approved for SSR2 to teach Physical Education K-12 at Pacif ic
Torah Insti tute (DN/JH)

Guerra de Cacace, Marcela Beatriz - approved for SSR1 to teach Spanish K-9 at
Summerland Montessori School (JH/CL)

Hartl ing, Kimberly Elaine - approved for SSRl to teach Outdoor & Earth Education K-9 at
Kimberley Independent School (DN/CL)

Heinzig, Lona Elaine - approved for SSR2 to teach lntroduction to Healthcare Careers K-
12 at Anchor Academy (DL) (DN/CL)

Hoytema, Wendy Anita - approved for SSR2 to teach Fine Arts K-12 at Regent Christ ian
Online Academy (DL) (JH/DL)

Hunt, Gaius Mark - approved for SSR2 to teach Worship Leadership & Theatre Production
K-12 at Regent Christ ian Academy (JH/CL)

Kaldestad, Erin Jessie-Elizabeth - approved for SSRl to teach French and Spanish K-9
at Kimberley Independent School (JH/CL)

Kipfer, Nicole Francine - approved for SSR2 to teach Special Education and German K-12
at Maranatha Christ ian School (CL/JH)

Kohli,  Harchanran Singh - approved for SSRl to teach Kirtan and Religious Studies K-9 at
Khalsa School (Surrey) pending satisfactory completion of application (JH/DN)

Lewis, David Edward - approved for SSR2 to teach Christ ian Principals K-12 at Cedars
Christ ian School pending satisfactory completion of application (DN/JH)

Mannes, Gorinne Dee - approved for SSR1 to teach Bible K-9 at Cascade Christ ian School
(cL/DN)

Maree, Brenda Ann (Bambie)- approved for SSRI to teach Music K-9 at Maria Montessori
Academy (DN/JH)

- denied for SSR2 to teac
e due to lack of relevant post-secondary credentials (DN/JH)

Mayson, Marla Frances - approved for SSR'1 to teach Choral Music K-9 at Southpointe
Academy (JH/CL)

ISTCC Minutes September 16 2011 Page 2 of 4
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Netzer, Ernest Eric - approved for SSRI to teach Physical Education K-9 at Haahuupayak
School  (DN/JH)

Quci, Majida - approved for SSR1 to teach Arabic and lslamic Studies K-9 at lqra School
(JH/CL)

Rasmuson, Trina Lee - approved for SSRI to teach Dance K-9 at Kimberley Independent
School (DN/CL)

Ross, Evelyn Frances - approved for SSRI to teach Nuuchahnulth Language & Culture K-
9 at Haahuupayak School pending satisfactory completion of application (JH/CL)

Semich, Olena - approved for SSR1 to teach French K-9 at North Star Montessori
Elementary School (CL/DN)

Singh, Arshbir - approved for SSRl to teach Punjabi & Religious Studies K-9 at Khalsa
School (Surrey) pending satisfactory completion of application (JH/CL)

Sirois, Angela Raschelle - approved for SSRl to teach Music K-9 at North Vancouver
Christ ian Academy (DN/CL)

Tomin, Laurie Anne - approved for SSR2 to teach Drama K-12 at lsland Oak High School
(DN/CL)

Yang, Eun Young (Ellen) * approved for SSR2 to teach Art K-12 at PALS Autism School
(JH/CL)

Harrison, Donald George - approved for SSR2 to teach Missions and Kingdom of God
Theology K-12 by TVW. ISTCC confirmed decision (DN/JH)

Hughes, Vivian Yvonne Mary - appeal for SSR2 to teach Drama K-12 at Vedanta
Educational Academy approved (JH/DN)

7 " ISTCC and Theo Vandeweg recognized and thanked Susan Mackenzie, Teacher
Certi f ication Clerk and Leslie Chiu, Teacher Cert i f ication Co-ordinator for their hard work in
organizing the applications and documentation in preparation for the ISTCC meeting.

8.  l tems for  Discuss ion:
o 

. Stare Photography

ISTCC Minutes September 16 2011 Page 3 of 4
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DL Discuss ion
ISTC Gommittee
Sep t .16 ,2011

' What is the role of this committee with respect to DL certification?
' How wil l  this committee assess DL teacher training and is there specif ic

training needed in DL to receive a cert i f ication for a DL school?
. Does it matter how students/teachers learn?
. What about the validity of DL credentials?
. Credentials speak to standards and parent/community confidence.
'  ls there a point when we say credentials and their evaluations need to

change?
. What criteria are needed for effective DL teaching?
' ls i t  appropriate or r isky to require different cri teria for teacher training for DL

and Brick and Mortar schools?
' Administration's job is best placement best "seat on the bus" - not the

ISTCC.
' l f  no dichotomy between the delivery systems, then are we asking for the

best credentials for both? Some schools are providing both delivery methods
concurrently.

'  ls the history of this committee buil t  on a need to address requests outside of
the "box"? ls DL and teacher training another evolution of our profession?

. This committee was developed when BCCT formed.
' Many schools already offer online options within the school, i .e. alternate

del ivery method for  P lanning 10.
'  Can a teacher be cert i f ied for a Brick and Mortar school from a completelv

onl ine teaching d ip loma? Pract icum?

In summary, wo need to:
. Keep conversation going shape thinking as trends develop.
'  This committee does not have to be frontrunners, but rather look toward the

developing philosophy of BCCT with respect to DL teacher training.
. Keep open mind. Keep "independenf-ness" in focus.

Next Meetings: December 9,2011 at Independent Schools off ice, Victoria BC

ISTCC Minutes September 16 2011 Page 4 of 4
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INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS TEACHER CERTIFICATE COMMITTEE
DRAFT MINUTES

October 25.2011

Teleconference

11:30am -  12 :30pm

Attendees; Terry Kooy (Chair), Cathy Lowenstein, David North, Jane Hicks, Lloyd
Robinson

Ministry: Theo VandeWeg, Inspector, Leslie Chiu, Coordinator

L Chair cal led the meeting to order.

2. Theo VandeWeg, Inspector, thanked the ISTCC for being available for the teleconference and
explained the reason for the call

3. TVW excused himself from the discussion.

4. 

5. Chair to draft letter to the Inspector to inform him of the ISTCC's decision.

Next Meetings: December 9,2011 at Independent schools off ice, Victoria BC

ISTCC Minutes Oct 25 2011 Teleconference Page I of 1
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ISTCSC Teleconference Minutes -  January 9,2012

Committee members in attendance:

.  Dav id  Nor th

.  L loyd  Rob inson

. Cathy Lowenstein

. Terry Kooy

.  Jane H icks

Ministry attendees:

.  N ick  Poeschek (Ac t ing  Deputy  Inspec tor  o f  Independent  Schoo ls )

.  Les l ie  Ch iu  (Teacher  Cer t i f i ca t ion  Coord ina tor ,  Independent  Schoo ls  Branch)

.  Shawn McMul l in  (D i rec to r  o f  Cer t i f i ca t ion ,  Teacher  Regu la t ion  Branch)

.  T ina  Cheng (Eva lua tor ,  Teacher  Regu la t ion  Branch)

.  Ph in  Lu  (Eva lua tor ,  Teacher  Regu la t ion  Branch)

.  Natasha Dook ie  (D i rec tor ,  Pro fess iona l  Conduct )

.  Er ic  Wredenhagen (Lega l  Counse l )

Agenda

L.  Meet ing  ca l led  to  o rder .  Welcome to  the  members  o f  the  new ISTCSC and we lcome to  the

s ta f f  jo in ing  us  f rom the  Teacher  Regu la t ion  Branch in  Vancouver .

2 .  Se lec t ion  o f  a  new cha i r  fo r  the  ISTCSC.  Ter ry  Kooy had been ISTCC cha i r ,  bu t  nominated

Cathy  Lowenste in  as  new cha i r .  No o ther  nominat ions ,  Cathy  Lowenste in  conf i rmed as the

new ISTCSC cha i r .

3 .  Rev iew o f  pas t  ISTCC conduct  and competence s tandards ,  wh ich  essent ia l l y  mi r ro red  the

former  BCCT s tandards .

a .  Mot ion  car r ied  to  keep these s tandards  as  the  new ISTCSC s tandards  un t i l there  is  a

need to  rev iew.  (JHICL)

4 .  Rev iew o f  fo rmer  independent  schoo l teach ing  cer t i f i ca te  requ i rements .

a. Only need to look at system-restr icted (SYR), subject-restr icted (SR), and school-

and subject-  restr icted (SSR) cert i f icates, not grant ing professional cert i f icates

because the  reou i rements  a re  the  same as  those fo r  a  fu l l  TRB cer t i f i ca te  o f

q  ua  l i f i ca t io  n .

b .  Proposa l  by  the  TRB s ta f f  to  harmon ize  the  language pro f ic iency  requ i rements  to  be

issued an  SYR,  SR and SSR cer t i f i ca te .  Concerns  ra ised tha t  th is  may cause prob lems

when look ing  fo r  teachers  in  remote  communi t ies  o r  to  teach in  spec ia l ty  p rograms

(eg,  Hebrew language) .  TRB s ta f f  ment ioned tha t  they  can make except ions  fo r
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i nd iv idua l  c i rcumstances  or  g ran t  an  LOP i f  a  teacher  does  no t  meet  language
requ i rements .  Genera l  agreement  fo r  s tandard iz ing  SYR and SR language
requ i rements ,  bu t  re luc tance to  change SSR requ i rements  w i thout  fu r ther  thought
a n d  d i s c u s s i o n .

i .  Mot ion  car r ied  to  s tandard ize  SYR and SR language requ i rements  (DN/LR)
c .  Proposa l  by  TRB s ta f f  to  amend the  app l ica t ion  requ i rements  and requ i re  2

persona l  con f ident ia l  charac ter  re fe rences  ins tead o f  1  persona l  re fe rence and 1
pro fess iona l  re fe rence.  C la r i f i ca t ion  tha t  th is  was in  add i t ion  to  the  requ i rement  fo r
a  le t te r  o f  good s tand ing  f rom the  employer .  Po in t  made tha t  there  is  o f ten  l i t t le
d is t inc t ion  be tween a  persona l  and pro fess iona l  re fe rence,  can have a  fo rmer
employer  wr i te  a  persona l  charac ter  re fe rence.

i .  Mot ion  car r ied  to  amend the  requ i rement  to  now requ i re  2  conf ident ia l
charac ter  re fe rences  ins tead o f  spec i fy ing  1  persona l  and 1  pro fess iona l .
(LR/JH)

d '  Proposa l f rom TRB s ta f f  tha t  ins tead o f  c rea t ing  a  new le t te r  o f  good s tand ing  fo rm,
re fe rences  wou ld  be  asked to  wr i te  the i r  own le t te r  answer ing  a  l i s t  o f  ques t ions .
TRB s ta f f  has  no t  c rea ted  a  fo rm ye t  and i t  wou ld  be  eas ie r to  requ i re  peop le  to
wr i te  a  le t te r  ra ther  than c rea te  another  fo rm.  No rea l  concerns  ra ised.

i .  Mot ion  car r ied  to  no  longer  requ i re  a  le t te r  o f  good s tand ing  fo rm.  (DN/CL)
e .  Other  than the  3  TRB proposa ls  above,  no  o ther  changes to  the  cer t i f i ca t ion

s tandards  were  no ted  by  the  commi t tee .
i .  Mot ion  passed to  accept  the  fo rmer  SYR,  SR and SSR cer t i f i ca te

requ i rements  (w i th  the  approved changes to  syR and sR language
requ i rements ,  charac ter  re fe rences  and le t te r  o f  good s tand ing  fo rmat )  as
the new TSTCSC cert i f icate standards. (DN/JH)

5 .  l tems fo r  d iscuss ion

a.  Ro le  o f  the  ISTCSC is  la rge ly  up  to  the  commi t tee  and the  d i rec to r  o f  cer t i f i ca t ion  to
shape as the Teochers'  Acf does not specify much about the operat ions of the
lSTcSC.  The commi t tee 's  ro le  and opera t ions  are  fo r  the  commi t tee  members  and
TRB s ta f f  (espec ia l l y  Shawn as  d i rec to r  o f  cer t i f i ca t ion)  to  se t t le .  The ro le  o f  the
Inspec tor  o f  Independent  Schoo ls  fo r  teacher  cer t i f i ca t ion  and d isc ip l ine  has
changed w i th  the  new Acf  and there  is  no  longer  a  d i rec t  ro le  fo r  the  Independent
Schoo ls  b ranch o f  the  Min is t ry  in  teacher  cer t i f i ca t ion .  Independent  schoo ls  s ta f f
respons ib le  fo r  teacher  cer t i f i ca t ion  w i l l  be  mov ing  to  d i f fe ren t  ro les  w i th in  the
d iv is ion .

b .  Thank you f rom the  commi t tee  fo r  the  work  o f  Les l ie  Ch iu  as  the  cer t i f i ca t ion
coord ina tor .

c .  D iscuss ion  about  the  po ten t ia l  fo r  new commi t tee  members .  Have conf i rmed tha t
there  w i l l  be  2  new members  and they  shou ld  be  o f f i c ia l l y  appo in ted  in  la te
J a n u a r v .
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d . Now tha t  the  TRB is  the  branch o f  the  Min is t ry  respons ib le  fo r  independent  schoo l
teacher  cer t i f i ca t ion ,  i t  l i ke ly  makes more  sense to  schedu le  meet ings  a t  the  TRB
of f i ces  in  Vancouver  ra ther  than V ic to r ia .
Next  meet ing  to  be  de termined.  Typ ica l l y ,  the  commi t tee  wou ld  meet  nex t  in  May,
but there may be value in holding a face-to-face meeting between the ISTCSC and
TRB staff  before then. TRB staff  to work with the committee members to set the
nex t  meet ing  da te ,  independent  schoo ls  s ta f f  w i l l  fo rward  contac t  de ta i l s  to  the
T R B .
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Independent School – Subject Restricted Teaching Certificate (SR) 

 
This certificate restricts the holder to teaching subject(s) within the independent school system 
that are directly related to his/her post-secondary subject concentrations. Eligibility criteria 
include:  
 

• Minimum 4 year degree (120 credits) from a recognized post-secondary institution 
• 18 credits of upper level (3rd and 4th year) academic course work or 30 credits of any 

level academic course work in the following core Secondary teachable areas: 
 

Art * 
Biology  
Business Education 
Chef Instructor  
Chemistry 
Computer Science 
Dance * 
Drama * 

Earth Science 
English 
First Nations Studies 

French 
General Science  
Geography 
German 
History 
Home Economics 
Italian 
Japanese 
Korean 
Mandarin 

Mathematics 
Music * 

Physical Education 

Physics 
Punjabi 
Russian 
Social Studies 

Spanish 
Special Education 
Technology (Industrial) 
Education 

 
* At least 6 credits in a fine and performing arts teaching area must be studies in theory (i.e. non-studio).  
 

• Social studies and/or science: a mixture of subcategories in the subject area 
a. Social studies: history, geography, Canadian studies, political science, sociology, 

anthropology and economics.  
b. Science: chemistry, biology, physics, physical geography, geology/earth science, 

ocean science, environmental science and astronomy. 
c. If an applicant is really strong in just one area (e.g. chemistry), they will be 

restricted to teaching that subject area. 
• English language proficiency (if first language is not French or English) 

a. TOEFL iBT 
b. IELTS Academic 

• Subject restricted certificates are not issued for ESL. 
• K-12 subject areas that qualify for a SR certificate: art, library physical education, music, 

drama, dance, special education, home economics and technical education  
• Exceptions can be made for certain languages and religious education areas. 
• The Subject Restricted Certificates are interim certificates, initially valid for up to 60 

months. To upgrade to a non-expiring certificate, the certificate holder must demonstrate 
successful teaching in an acceptable BC independent school for at least 1.5 years full 
time (or equivalent part time). Teacher-on-call experience, or substitute teaching, is not 
accepted to upgrade to a non-expiring certificate. 
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Independent School – School and Subject Restricted Teaching Certificate (SSR) 

 
This certificate restricts the holder to teaching only at the sponsoring authority seeking to employ 
the applicant; and in one or more subjects related to the holder’s specialized post-secondary 
training.  
 
SSR certificates may also be grade-restricted, depending on the applicant’s credentials, training 
and experience.  

 
SSR applicants must demonstrate English language proficiency (if first language is not French or 
English) 

o TOEFL iBT 
o IELTS Academic 
o BC Grade 12 English course (English 12, Communications 12 or Technical and 

Professional Communications 12) 
 

All SSR applications are approved by the Director of Certification of the Teacher Regulation 
Branch in consultation with the Inspector of Independent Schools.   
 

• An SSR-1 designation requires post-secondary training in a teachable subject area, 
and is typically limited to grades K-9;  
 

• An SSR-2 designation requires post-secondary training and credential completion 
(certificate, diploma, etc.), and is typically needed for instruction of electives at the 
Graduation Program level.  

 
The School and Subject Restricted Certificates are interim certificates, initially valid for up to 60 
months. To upgrade to a non-expiring certificate, the certificate holder must demonstrate 
successful teaching in an acceptable BC independent school for at least 1.5 years full time (or 
equivalent part time). Teacher-on-call experience, or substitute teaching, is not accepted to 
upgrade to a non-expiring certificate. 
 
SSR certificates are not normally issued for subjects commonly taught in the BC school system.   
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Independent School – System Restricted Teaching Certificate (SYR) 

 
This certificate restricts the holder to teaching within an Independent Montessori or Waldorf 
school.  
 
Academic Criteria:  
 

• 120 or more semester hour credits of post-secondary education from a recognised 
institution.  

 
• The above-noted 120 semester hour credits of post-secondary education must include a 

teaching credential from a recognised institution that provides teacher training solely 
within the Montessori* or Waldorf** philosophical, educational, or pedagogical 
perspective.  
 

• English language proficiency (if first language is not French or English) 
o TOEFL iBT 
o IELTS Academic 

 
* For certificates restricted to Montessori education the TRB is currently only recognising 
programs that are accredited through the Association Montessori Internationale (AMI), 
American Montessori Society (AMS), or the Montessori Accreditation Council for Teacher 
Education (MACTE). These bodies are recognised in North America as accrediting programs 
that adhere to the Montessori principles and carry out regular inspections of the programs they 
accredit. Programs completed internationally will be evaluated on a case by case basis. 
 
** For certificates restricted to Waldorf education the TRB is currently only recognising Waldorf 
education programs completed in North America that are accredited through the Waldorf Early 
Childhood Association of North America (WECAN) or the Association of Waldorf Schools 
of North America (AWSNA). Programs completed internationally will be evaluated on a case 
by case basis.  
 
Programs that are completed entirely by distance/online education are unlikely to be recognised 
by these bodies and are therefore not currently recognised by the TRB. The Montessori/Waldorf 
method and philosophies are inherently practical and therefore only Teacher Education Programs 
that contain significant on-campus education and supervised practicum will be recognised.      
 
The System Restricted Certificates are non-expiring upon issue due to the fact that recognized 
Montessori and Waldorf programs contain practicum that is supervised and evaluated. 
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