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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

May 22, 2013
BRIEFING NOTE

INDEPENDENT AGENCY
Name: Creative BC Society (Creative BC)

Mandate:

Creative BC Society (Creative BC) was established in 2013 as an independent non-profit society
under the Socety Act by amending the constitution of FDBC Film Development Society of BC (BC
Film + Media); it began operations in April 2013. This organization combines services previously
offered by the BC Film Commission and BC Film + Media; it also expands the mandate to the
larger creative industry sector (including interactive digital media, music, book and magazine

publishing).

Creative BC administers provincial film and television tax credits; provides on-location/production
support for filmmakers / TV producers; and allocates funding for international marketing and
domestic content development. With funding provided by the Province of BC, Creative BC invests
in the province’s creative sector to meets its development needs. Funds for 2013/14 will be used to
address priorities including:

e Increasing support for the development of B.C. originated film and television content.

e Extending program support to its expanded client base in publishing, music and interactive
content development.

e Marketing the province as an attractive destination for business investment and a desirable
filming location; improving international market access for BC companies.

Over the next twelve months, Creative BC will work with BC’s creative industries to develop a
strategic approach to capitalizing on the sector’s strengths and identifying opportunities for future
growth.

Financial Information (high level): The province provides 2.2 M in funding. An additional 1.2 M is
received from administering film tax credit applications and investment income.

2013/2014 | 2014/2015 | 2015/2016
Budget ($millions)
Revenue 3.4 3.4 3.4
Expenses 3.4 3.4 3.4
Net income (loss) 0 0 0
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Current Board:

Michael Francis, Chair
Colin Browne, Vice Chair
Shan Tam

Gordon Esau

Brigitte Porches

Gerry Rutherford

Nini Baird

Appointment Status:

Issue(s):

N/A

Key Contact:

Name:

Title:

Phone:

Gillian Wood

Executive Director, Arts, Culture and BC Arts Council Branch

Arts, Culture, Gaming Grants and Sport Division

250-356-1725

The Province of BC may appoint two directors to the Board of Creative BC.
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Highlights of the Year

The Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development is committed to bringing government
services together to build healthy communities that are great places for B.C. families, citizens and
businesses to prosper and grow. We provide programs, services and advice, which are tailored to the
needs of local governments and communities — to help them achieve their unique goals.
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Strengthening Communities through Arts and Culture, Gaming Grants, and Sport

Arts and culture help build healthy and vibrant communities across British Columbia. Support from
the Ministry ensures that B.C. film, museums, dance, books, music, theatre and visual art are a part
of our daily life, creating a lasting impact on the lives of British Columbians.

The Ministry’s support for arts and culture has enabled B.C. communities to develop, celebrate and
showcase B.C. artistic talent and creativity. Highlights from 2012/13 include:

e Distributing $16.8 million in funding through the BC Arts Council - over 1,000 grants were
provided to artists and arts organizations in virtually every community across the province.
Funding recipients represent the great diversity of B.C. artists, such as writers, painters,
playwrights, actors, musicians, composers, dancers and film makers.
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Growing Creative Industries through the BC Creative Futures Strategy

The Ministry launched BC Creative Futures, a strategy to support sustainable, long-term success in
the province’s creative sector — recognizing that creative industries, including film, television, music,
book and magazine publishing, and interactive digital media present vast opportunities for the
province. This strategy has three components:

e To nurture emerging creative leaders to help develop a future workforce of collaborative,
innovative thinkers.

e To work with the newly formed Creative BC - an independent, non-profit society combining
the programs of the B.C. Film Commission and B.C. Film + Media under one body - to
develop and implement a broad strategy capitalizing on the sector's strengths and identifying
new opportunities for the future.
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FACTSHEET: Arts and Culture

Funding for arts and culture
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e Since 2001, the B.C. government has provided more than $2.6 billion in support for arts and
culture in British Columbia, including the screen-based entertainment industry - more than
any other government in B.C. history.

Not Responsive

Page 5 of 7

CSC-2013-00072
page 28



Tab 4
Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development 2013/2014
Budget Questions and Answers

Not Responsive

6. What happened to the BC Film Commission? What is Creative BC?
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6. What happened to the BC Film Commission? What is Creative BC?

e Creative BC was announced late January 2013. It was previously known as
BC Film+Media. It will be responsible for delivering government’s programming on film,
tv, digital media — in other words the creative industries in BC.

e  Therefore it will be responsible for delivering the programming previously delivered by BC
Film Commission. The funding will remain the same as in past years — there will be no
reduction in services. s13

s13
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