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_ Memorandum
BRITISH

Minister of Aboriginal Relations
COLUMBIA and Reconciliation
The Best Place on Earth
To: Honourable Pat Bell Ref, 19870

Minister of Agriculture and Lands

Subject: Coastal tour follow-up

From July 3rd to July 9th, 2007, Deputy Minister Lorne Brownsey and I had the
opportunity to visit several First Nation communities along the central coast of
British Columbia.

The ability to meet with community members and see first hand the on-the-ground
issues facing their communities was invaluable to us as we move forward to build a
New Relationship between First Nations and the Province of British Columbia.

Our discussions were broad-ranging and indicative both of the opportunities and
challenges of building sustainable communities on the central coast of British Columbia.
In our meetings First Nation leaders asked the Province to work with their communities
in a number of different areas, including fisheries, transportation, power, health and
economic development. Many of the ideas that were raised appeared to be worthy of
further exploration. I made a commitment to passing on a number of points and requests
to my Cabinet colleagues.

The Gitxaala (Kitkatla) First Nation and Xai’xais (Kitasoo) First Nations both raised the
following issues that fall within the mandate of your ministry:

e arequest to expedite the issuance of their fin fish aquaculture licences, and

s.16
I appreciate that you copied me on a July 6, 2007 letter to Chief White of the Gitxaala
First Nation offering to meet regarding the aquaculture licences. Additionally,

I understand from my staff that the First Nation Leadership Council addressed concerns
regarding the composition of the Aquaculture Working Group.

sl &



Honourable Pat Bell -2-

Thank you for your attention to these matters, Please give me a call if you wish to
discuss these matters further.

Michael de Jong
Minister

be:  Catherine Panter
Sarah Cunningham
KCollins/JComstock/CPanter/SCunningham/jc

PAEXECUTIVE_SERVICES\CORRESPONDENCE UNIT\Minister's dr'afts\Bell, Pat
(Honourable) - 19870.doc



Memorandum

== : Deputy Minister
BRITISH - -
Minist igina tions
CO@MB_I_A an:inlllsegoﬁcilial[i)zlgl e

The Best Place on Earth
Date: September 12, 2007 Ref. 19867
To: Joan Hesketh

' Deputy Minister

Ministry of Environment

Re: Coastal tour follow-up

I accompanied Minister de Jong on a visit to several First Nation communities within the
central coast from July 3rd to 9th, 2007. We met with community members and saw first
hand the on-the-ground issues facing these communities. Discussions were broad
ranging and indicative of both the opportunities and the challenges inherent in building
sustainable communities on the central coast.

In our meetings First Nation leaders asked the province to work with their communities
in a number of different areas, including fisheries, transportation, power, health and
economic development, I made a commitment to passing on a number of points and
requests to my Deputy Minister colleagues. :

Two fisheries issues were raised that fall within your ministry’s purview. First, the
Gitga’at First Nation at Hartley Bay are seeking provincial support for the concept of
salmon ocean ranching. I understand that ocean ranching of salmon is within federal
jurisdiction and that the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands (MAL) has led the Province’s
policy involvement on this issue to date. I am also aware that the Special Legislative
Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture has made a recommendation regarding ocean
ranching. The recommendation was to undertake more study by MAL, in conjunction
with the Ministry of Environment and using the expertise of First Nations, on the
feasibility of the salmon ranching industry as a form of aquaculture in British Columbia.
I will therefore be sending a similar memorandum to Larry Pederson, Deputy Minister of
MAL.

With this in mind, does the Province have a position on ocean ranching? Is there
anything that the Province can do to facilitate the Gitga’at First Nation in putting forward
their interest?

sasdd



Joan Hesketh -2 -

Second, the Wuikinuxv First Nation (WFN) at Rivers Inlet seeks support for a hatchery
feasibility study. The WFN has requested provincial assistance in working with Canada
on this issue. I understand that in the past there was a federal salmon hatchery located
there.

I know that the province may be reluctant to begin supporting any salmon hatcheries,
particularly since Canada usually has had very good financial and biological reasons for
discontinuing them. However, given the successful hatcheries we toured at Hartley Bay
and Klemtu, perhaps the WEN should be advised to visit one or both of those hatcheries
in order to help develop a business plan. Would your ministry financially support this
approach? Alternately, are there other ways in which your ministry could assist the
Wuikinxw to develop the wild salmon stocks in the area, perhaps through such initiatives
as the Living Rivers Strategy?

Thank you for your attention to these matters, T will be giving you a call later in
September to discuss these issues further.

Lorne Brownsey
Deputy Minister

pe: Larry Pederson

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Agriculture and Lands
be: Catherine Panter

Sarah Cunningham

JComstock/CPanter/SCunningham/jc

PAEXECUTIVE_SERVICES\CORRESPONDENCE UNIT\Deputy's drafts\Hesketh,
Joan (memo) - 19867.doc




Memorandum

Deputy Minister
BRITISH I
inistry of Aboriginal Relations
C@UMBIA and Pwrc}(’)ncilialicmg
The Best Place on Earth
Date: September 12, 2007 Ref. 19868
To: Larry Pederson
Deputy Minister

_ Ministry of Agriculture and Land

Re: Coastal tour follow-up

I accompanied Minister de Jong on a visit to several First Nation communities within the
central coast from July 3rd to 9th, 2007. We met with community members and saw first
hand the on-the-ground issues facing these communities. Discussions were
broad-ranging and well illustrated the opportunities and the challenges of building
sustainable communities on the central coast.

In our meetings First Nation leaders asked the Province to work with their communities
in a number of different areas, including fisheries, transportation, power, health and
economic development. I made a commitment to passing on a number of points and
requests to my Deputy Minister colleagues. Your Minister will also be receiving a letter
from Minister de Jong regarding some aquaculture issues that came up.

A fisheries issue was raised that appears to fall within the purview of both the Ministry of
Environment (MOE) and your ministry. I will therefore be sending a similar
memorandum to Deputy Minister Joan Hesketh of MOE.

The Gitga’at First Nation at Hartley Bay is seeking provincial support for the concept of
salmon ocean ranching. T understand that ocean ranching of saimon is within federal
jurisdiction and that the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands (MAL) has led the Province’s
policy involvement in this issue to date. I am also aware that the Special Legislative
Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture has made a recommendation regarding ocean
ranching. This recommendation was to undertake more study by MAL in conjunction
with the Ministry of Environment, using the expertise of First Nations, on the feasibility
of the salmon ranching industry as a form of aquaculture in British Columbia.

o .



Larry Pederson -2-

With this in mind, does the Province have a position on ocean ranching? Is there
anything that the Province can do to facilitate the Gitga’at First Nation in putting forward
their interest?

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I will be giving you a call later this month to
discuss this issue further. '

Lorne Brownsey
Deputy Minister

pc: Joan Hesketh
Deputy Minister
Ministry of Environment
be:  Catherine Panter
Sarah Cunningham

KCollins/CPanter/SCunningham/jc

PAEXECUTIVE_SERVICES\CORRESPONDENCE UNIT\Deputy's drafts\Pederson,
Larry - 19868.doc




Memorandum

= Deputy Minister F
BRITISH Ministry of Aboriginal Relati ‘
n in elations
Cp LUMEA amli lllszrcyozciliatci,;:? ’ ‘
The Best Place on Farth : ‘-
Date: September 12, 2007 Ref. 20036
To: Sheila Wynn
Deputy Minister

Ministry of Community Services

Re: Coastal tour follow-up

I recently took a boat tour down the central coast of British Columbia with the intent of
engaging with and learning about remote First Nations communities. During this trip
many First Nations made suggestions on how the British Columbia government may be
able to aid them in a variety of community, social and economic endeavours. One
First Nation, the Gitxaala at Kitkatla, asked what support might be available for a
community square in their village.

Our investigation shows that:

e Indian and Northern Affairs Canada does not provide funding for this kind of
infrastructure, they would only contribute if it was a community centre.

e The Spirit Square initiative, closed as of February 2007, was a unique project
driven by the Premier’s Office and funded through the Ministry of Tourism, Sport
and the Arts; however, funding was not available for reserve land.

e Your ministry’s Towns for Tomorrow program opens the door for
British Columbia’s smaller communities to improve their local infrastructure
and become even better places to live and work. I understand that this initiative
is for communities that are incorporated and with a population under 5,000. It is
currently in year two of a three-year initiative. 1 further understand that the
program is designed for local governments and that reserve lands do not qualify.

seil2



Sheila Wynn -2 -

I would like to work with your Ministry to consider an adjustment to criteria for
participation in infrastructural development programs such as Towns of Tomorrow, so
that First Nation communities such as the Gitxaala may benefit from them.

Lorne Brownsey
Deputy Minister

be: Cﬁtherine Panter
Sarah Cunningham
KCollins/CPanter/SCunningham/kc

PAEXECUTIVE _SERVICES\CORRESPONDENCE UNIT\Deputy's drafts\Wynn,
Sheila - 20036.doc




File:

II

1]

MINISTRY OF ABORIGINAL RELATIONS
AND RECONCILIATION
BRIFEFING NOTE

280-20 Ref: 20282

Prepared for the INFORMATION of Honourable Michael de Jong, Minister of
Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation

ISSUE:

Meeting with Minister Bell, Chief Clifford White, Mark Ayranto and Allan Okabe
regarding aquaculture licences — October 29, 2007,

BACKGROUND:

Chief Clifford White is from the Gitxaala First Nation at Kitkatla on the north coast.
Mark Ayranto is from Kitkatla Gold Seafoods and Allan Okabe is Gitxaala First
Nation’s Economic Development officer.

The Gitxaala First Nation has been trying to develop salmon farming as an economic
opportunity for its community (see attached Sept 19, 2007 letter from Chief White to
Premier Campbell and Ministers Bell and de Jong).

The Ministry of Agriculture and Lands (MAL) has engaged with the First Nation
Leadership Council (FNLC) on the development of a Provincial Aquaculture Plan.
The FNLC appointed several chiefs to a Working Group to undertake this work.
Chief Clifford White is one of the appointed chiefs, <16

s.16

The Ministry of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation (MARR) is also
participating in the work on the Aquaculture Plan through an ADM’s Committee
(Julian Paine) and a technical working group (Terry Simonson), particularly
regarding how the principles of the New Relationship can be applied to aquaculture
development and management in British Columbia.

MAL has obtained Cabinet endorsement of priority actions that will be fundamental
elements of the Provincial Aquaculture Plan, including no expansion of salmon
farming on the north coast until eco-system based management is developed, MAL
intends to inform the FNLC Working Group of Cabinet’s direction during the next
scheduled meeting of the group on October 29, 2007.

MAL would like Minister Bell to personally inform Chief White of Cabinet’s
direction and the implications to Gitxaala First Nation’s aquaculture applications
prior to Chief White hearing the direction at the meeting of the Working Group later
that day.


jonciulo
Sticky Note
Public:
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/b-c-places-moratorium-on-salmon-farming-on-north-coast-1.736725


IV DISCUSSION:

s.16, s.13

However, Chief White has said in the FNLC Working Group meetings that he
recognizes that the issues of great concern to First Nations in the south coast need to
be resolved prior to successfully developing salmon aquaculture in the north. Eco-
system based management of aquaculture may address some of those First Nations’
concerns, 5.16,5.13

\Y RECOMMENDATION:

MARR supports MAL’s work and is actively engaged in the discussions with the
FNLC Working Group on Aquaculture,

Terry Simonson
Director, Policy
387-7616
October 17, 2007

Y \ABNOTES\Information\Ministers meeting with Chief Clifford White Oct 29 07.doc



Memorandum

B = Deputy Minister
BRITISH Mini { Aboriginal Relati
mistry o original Reiations
COLUM,BI,A and Re?c'mci[iatim%
The Best Place on Earth
November 26, 2007 Ref, 20564

To:  Joan Hesketh
' Deputy Minister
Ministry of Environment

Re:  Potential of Ocean Salmon Ranching

Thank you for your November 8, 2007 response to my memo of September 12, 2007,
regarding the potential of ocean salmon ranching to support the economy of First Nation
communities, I appreciate your timely response. 4

I have asked Terry Simonson, Director of Policy, Strategic Initiatives, to set up a meeting

with staff from your Oceans and Marine Fisheries Division in the near future to address
this matter.

Lorne Brownsey
Deputy Minister

pc:  Terry Simonson
Director of Policy, Strategic Initiatives
Ministry of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation

JComstock/TSimonson/j¢

RACORRESPONDENCE UNIT\Deputy's drafts\Hesketh, Joan (memo) - 20564.doc





