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13m writirlg in support of nil1eteen I.a I1downe rs at III ski reso rt on my ridil1g called Hemlock 
Valley. 

Long ago, in 1982, the local Regional District declared ee l1ain areu In Hemlock Valley to be in 
danger of ava lanche. Pro perties were affected by th is dec ision that owners wished to deve lop. 
Over time some owners receIVed a land swap from t he Provinu and were .... t lsfl.d. othe rs did 
not , for no reason that I have been able to asce rta in. The remain In, landowners .... ve ~ I wavs 

seen this as an inju!>t ice. 

A large deve lopment at Hemlock Vallev Is now contemplated, and I fo rmal Master Plan is 
nearlne comple tion foLlow in, , lonl': process of consultation. This WiLl enta il t he sale of crown 
La nd to the developer, land that is owned bV 'lour Monlstry. Ministry offICia ls have wisely built 
provision into t his Maste r Plan fo r indud ing the n ine te-en land owners in a la nd swap, sho~ l d 

the prov inc i ~ 1 government decide to do so. 

t: ~.!~:; I -::! ",,: ~Ol t t~ ::c'/~r"me'" a~, -:C!)no!!~' t ':' d <J :'1 '5 ellcha"l:e, b,-1 b.".--""se r, ,,e",,,, I'!''l!''t 
be foregone, a Treasury Bo3rd submission may be requ ired. The revenue tha t mlJ ht be 
fo regone (and th is Is in question because it Is diffic~lt to know if t he re would be anyothe r 
demand for tha t I,nd) would be very sm, ll, bec~~ se only a few acres of la nd are involved. 

plu5e aQ;ept t his as mv request to draft a Treasury Soard wbmin lon (or anv other more 
appropriate instrument) that would fa Cili tate an e~chanJe of crown land, in order to en s ~re the 
safety of fu ture development and p~ t to rest t his decades· lona controversy once for all. 

Because the master plan WIll soon be actioned, liming is of t he en.nte. J apprec iate 'lour earlv 
a ttention to th is Important I'lUItter. 

Sincere ly, 

laurie Throness 

CC! Frase r Valley Relio ..... 1 District 
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Ref: 203998 

January 8, 2014 

Laurie Throness, MLA 

Chilliwack-Hope 

East Annex, Parliament Buildings 

Victoria, British Columbia 

V8V 1X4 

Dear MLA Throness: 

Thank you for your letter of December 5, 2013, requesting a submission that would facilitate 

an exchange of Crown land for landowners in the Hemlock Valley area.  

Your concerns have been noted and I appreciate you writing to share them with me.  In order 

to provide you with a thorough and comprehensive response, I have asked ministry staff to 

compile the necessary information for my review. 

Please be assured your comments are given every consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Steve Thomson 

Minister 

Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations 

Office of the Minister Mailing Address: 
PO BOX 9049 Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria, BC  V8W 9E2 

Tel: (250) 387-6240 
Fax: (250) 387-1040 

Website:  www.gov.bc.ca/for 
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