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C496319 
September 18, 2013 

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE 
POLICING AND SECURITY BRANCH 

POLICE SERVICES DIVISION 
BRIEFING NOTE 

PREPARED FOR: Honourable Suzanne Anton 
   Attorney General and Minister of Justice 

FOR INFORMATION 

ISSUE: Repeal of the Federal Medical Marihuana Access Regulation on March 31, 2014 
and transition to new Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulation

BACKGROUND:
� Under the existing Marihuana Medical Access Regulations (MMAR) there are three types of 

licences:  authorization for individuals to possess marijuana for medical purposes, personal 
use production, and designated person production.  As of July 29, 2013 there were 13,897 
Personal Use Production Licences and 2,691 Designated Person Production Licences, for 
a total of 16,588 medical marijuana production licences in BC, with the majority of these 
production operations occurring within residential homes.  

� Due to many concerns related to the MMAR, the federal government has created a new 
regulatory regime - the Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulation (MMPR) – which will 
phase out the existing production licenses and introduce a system of commercial 
production.  Commercial production of marijuana for medical purposes under the proposed 
MMPR is intended to reduce the risks to public health, security, and safety of citizens; and 
will require licenced producers to notify local governments, police and fire of the location of 
the commercial production facilities to help ensure that the operations and facilities are 
compliant with federal and provincial legislation and local bylaws. 

� As of October 1, 2013, Health Canada will no longer be receiving applications for new 
MMAR production licences.  On March 31, 2014, all production licences issued under the 
MMAR will expire.  Police in BC are concerned that many of these operations will continue 
to grow marijuana after their MMAR licence expires.  Exacerbating this issue is the fact that 
Health Canada, citing privacy concerns, does not intend to disclose the addresses of former 
licenced grow operations once they are no longer permitted to legally grow marijuana. 

� While Ministry officials had provided a written submission to Health Canada on the safety 
and security concerns relating to the transition to the new program in British Columbia, 
federal officials have not been forthcoming with details on their transition planning to the 
new regime. 

DISCUSSION:
� During the consultation period for the MMPR, Ministry of Justice staff (Police Services 

Division) worked with BC Ministry of Health officials to ensure public safety and police 
concerns with regard to the MMPR were raised.  However, while the final MMPR published 
in Canada Gazette Part 2 offers improvements over the former MMAR, there remain public 
safety and security concerns that have not been addressed.   
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These include: 
o

o There is need for two-way information sharing between Health Canada and local 
governments, fire, and police to ensure that any criminal or safety concerns uncovered 
during inspection are communicated to the relevant body for follow-up.

o There should be a requirement for producers to show proof of local government 
permit(s) to Health Canada prior to being given a production license as this would 
ensure that the production facility is in accordance with local building, safety and 
electrical standards, and/or zoning or other bylaws. 

o

o

� In August 2013, Police Services Division began working with local Health Canada staff to 
identify the needs of police agencies regarding information on the new MMPR program.  

Further discussion is underway between the RCMP, 
Health Canada, and Police Services Division staff to identify opportunities to mitigate the 
effects of the federal changes on law enforcement agencies in BC.   
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