
PROPOSED AJAX MINE PROJECT (proposed Project) 
 Meeting with EAO, CEAA and KAPA 

December 9, 2011, Kamloops 

Draft Meeting Summary 

Meeting Participants: 

Name Affiliation
Chris Hamilton Environmental Assessment Office (EAO) 
Fern Stockman EAO
Colleen Hanlan Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (CEAA)
Don Barz Kamloops Area Preservation Association (KAPA) 
Ruth Madson KAPA
Sharon Antoniac KAPA
Donna Sambolec KAPA
Ivan Sambolec KAPA
Dr. Judith Naylor KAPA
John Shlamacker KAPA
Michael Hewitt KAPA

1. Introductions and Opening Remarks 

2. KAPA provided brief background

3. EAO and CEAA reviewed the environmental assessment (EA) process and 
upcoming public comment period 
� Upcoming public comment period will include open houses on February 6 and 7 

from 12pm to 8pm at the Kamloops Convention Centre 
� The format of the open houses will consist of a series of stations with technical 

experts from the Proponent’s consultant team to answer questions and EAO and 
CEAA representatives to record key messages and concerns raised by the 
public.  All comments will be tracked and posted to EAO’s webites. 

� KAPA suggested a summary question and answer period so that everyone 
attending the meeting could hear each other’s concerns and the Proponent’s 
answers 

o In response, EAO and CEAA reiterated that these question and answer 
periods will not be conducted for this public comment period.

o EAO noted that, given the technical nature of the AIR document, we are 
providing more time in a face-to-face format, based on our experience at 
other open houses.  This recognizes that not everyone is comfortable 
speaking in a large group.  EAO also noted some safety concerns (e.g. 
pushing and shoving) had been observed during other recent public 
comment periods.
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� KAPA stated that the upcoming public comment period for the draft Application 
Information Requirements (dAIR) is too short.  KAPA requested more time.

o In response, EAO and CEAA extended the public comment period from 44 
days to 60 days on the dAIR (January 11 to March 12, 2012) 

� KAPA questioned why the Proponent prepares the first draft of the dAIR 
o In response, EAO and CEAA stated that the Proponent holds detailed 

project information to draft the dAIR and EAO and CEAA seek technical 
and public input on whether the Proponent has asked the right questions  

� KAPA suggested expanding the proposed mail drop advertising the public 
comment period 

o EAO agree and KAPA committed to provide specific neighbourhoods mail 
drop should target 

4. KAPA expressed the following concerns: 
� Lack of interaction by KGHM Ajax Mining Inc. (Proponent) with residents 
� Air quality 
� Health 
� Water quantity and quality 
� Tournament city – concerned that Kamloops wouldn’t attract the same amount of 

tourism or tournaments if the proposed Project is approved given the health 
concerns

� Distrust of information generated by the Proponent 
� Cumulative effects (including air quality) 
� Would like more information made available from the Proponent
� Proponent responses to the last round of public comments are not posted yet 

o In response, EAO stated that the tracking tables with Proponent 
responses to public comments from the first public comment period will be 
posted before January, 2012 

� Unsatisfied with Proponent responses provided at the last open house 
� Effect of the weight of the waste rock pile 
� Would compensation be made available for remaining residents if the proposed 

Project were to proceed? 

5. Community Advisory Group  
� EAO and CEAA introduced the idea of a community advisory group (CAG) to 

feed into the EA process throughout the review; in addition to the public comment 
periods 

� The CAG would include representatives from various stakeholder groups within 
the community including the Grasslands Council of BC, naturalist club, fish and 
game club, BC Cattlemens Association and Stockmen’s Association, Ducks 
Unlimited, Aberdeen Highlands Development Corporation, Aberdeen 
Neighbourhood Association and others 

� The EAO and CEAA would co-chair the CAG and seek comments and input from 
the CAG regarding Proponent documents, work plans and reports 

� KAPA requested documentation of the CAG 
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o In response, EAO and CEAA stated that a terms of reference would be 
developed for the CAG 

� The first meeting would occur in January 2012 and the CAG would meet as 
needed

� KAPA suggested getting Thompson Rivers University (TRU) professors involved 
in the EA and review of the dAIR 

o KAPA agreed to identify TRU professors who would be interested in 
reviewing the dAIR and providing comments to EAO and CEAA in a 
workshop format 

o EAO and CEAA committed to organize a workshop with TRU professors 
to review the dAIR 

� KAPA committed to identify a representative to sit on the CAG 

6. Information Sharing 
� Discussion regarding EAO and CEAA’s policy of information sharing 
� Discussion of the blasting report and EAO and CEAA’s determination that this 

confidential document should not have been accepted or distributed to the 
working group; EAO and CEAA have removed the blasting report from their files 

� EAO and CEAA have directing the Proponent to share more information with the 
public as it is available 

� EAO and CEAA will consider all information received from the Proponent to be 
public, and EAO will post this information on EPIC, except in rare circumstances 
that the Proponent requests confidential information not be shared and EAO and 
CEAA agree to accept this information

7. Review of Action Items 

Who Action Target Date 
EAO/CEAA extend the public comment period from 44 days to 

60 days on the dAIR (January 11 to March 12, 
2012) 

Complete 

KAPA identify to EAO and CEAA a representative to sit on 
the CAG 

Before January 
2012

KAPA identify TRU professors who would be interested in 
reviewing the dAIR

January 2012 

EAO and CEAA organize a workshop with TRU professors to review 
the dAIR 

February 2012 

EAO and CEAA develop a terms of reference for the CAG January 2012 
KAPA provide neighbourhoods the mail drop advertising 

the public comment period should target 
January 2012 

EAO post the tracking tables with Proponent responses 
to public comments from the first public comment 
period

Before January, 
2012
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Pages 4 through 6 redacted for the following reasons:
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
s13, s16
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