
From: Clark.MLA, Christy [mailto:Christy.Clark.MLA@leg.bc.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2013 09:01 
To: OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX 
Subject: FW: TOTA Applauds Appointment of Ben Stewart 

From: Michael J. Ballingall [mailto:MBaliingall@bigwhite.com] 
Sent: October 29, 20138:41 AM 
To: Clark.MLA, Christy 
Cc: Dawson, Ken PREM:EX; Glenn Mandziuk (ceo@totabc.com) 
Subject: TOTA Applauds Appointment of Ben Stewart 

Good Morning Premier, 

On behalf of the 3,500 stakeholders who make up the Thompson Okanagan Tourism 
Association, 1'd like to congratulate you and your government on the appointment of Mr. Ben 
Stewart to the post ofInvestment and Trade Commissioner, Asia. You can't imagine our relief to 
know we will have a familiar face in one of our most crucial emerging markets for tourism in 
British Columbia. As you are well aware, tourism is the number one economic engine for the 
Thompson Okanagan, and China and the surrounding countries are becoming more and more 
important to our growth. Mr. Stewart's appointment has made it just that much more familiar for 
us to put people on the ground, shake some hands and write some deals. 

Once again congratulations from all of us at TOT A. 

Michael J. Ballingall 
Chairman 
Thompson Okanagan Tourism Association 
Direct Line: (250) 491-6150 
Cell: (250) 470-7350 
Email: mballingall@bigwhite.com 
Website: www.bigwhite.com 

.

Page 1 
OOP-2013-00867



De Wit, Antoinette PREM:EX 

From: 
To: 

OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX 
MBallingall@bigwhite.com 

Subject: RE TOTA Applauds Appointment of Ben Stewart 

\.~-:q vel'y tTlucb \'11'. B;:dlingall: \ve \vlll ;-;.h;u'(' your nlr':-:~;:U{e \\Cith the Pl'C'rnit-'l' at qUi' 
'li'] I, >! nppul'! unIty .. Sht~ \vill appn_'I,'j,Jfe yOUi' fc·edhHck. 

From: M ichae I J. Ba llinga II [:l'ilU!QI',.Ukil!!.l@ll!£' r)Jj~ME'(:9,~[1j 
Sent: October 29,2013 8:41 AM 
To: Clark.MLA, Christy 
Cc: Dawson, Ken PREM:EX; Glenn Mandziuk (,eo@ltotabuorn) 
Subject: TOTA Applauds Appointment of Ben Stewart 

Good Morning Premier, 

On behalf of the 3,500 stakeholders who make up the Thompson Okanagan Tourism Association, I'd like to congratulate 
you and your government on the appointment of Mr. Ben Stewart to the post of Investment and Trade Commissioner, 
Asia. You can't imagine our relief to know we will have a familiar face in one of our most crucial emerging markets for 
tourism in British Columbia. As you are well aware, tourism is the number one economic engine for the Thompson 
Okanagan, and China and the surrounding countries are becoming more and more important to our growth. Mr. 
Stewart's appointment has made it just that much more familiar for us to put people on the ground, shake some hands 
and write some deals. 

Once again congratulations from all of us at TOTA. 

Michael J. Ballingall 
Chairman 
Thompson Okanagan Tourism Association 
Direct Line: (250) 491-6150 
Cell: (250) 470-7350 
Email: mbilliingall@bigwhite.com 
Website: \,jIww,bigwhite,com 
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From: Michael J. Ballingall [mailto:MBallingall@bigwhite.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 14:03 
To: OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX 
Subject: TOTA Applauds Appointment of Ben Stewart 

You may be interested in the fact it made todays paper. It's amazing what happens when you 
send something out. Happy to support. I am truly proud to have Mr. Stewart representing BC. 

Michael J. Ballingall 
Senior Vice President 
Big White Ski Resort Ltd. 
Direct Line: (250) 491-6150 
Cell: (250) 470-7350 
Email: mballingall@bigwhite.com 
Website: www.bigwhite.com 

From: OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX [mailto:Premier@gov.bc.ca] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 1 :52 PM 
To: Michael J. Ballingall 
Subject: RE: TOT A Applauds Appointment of Ben Stewart 

Thank you very much Mr. Ballingall; we will share your message with the Premier at our earliest 
opportunity. She will appreciate your feedback. 

From: Michael J. Ballingall [mailto:MBallingall@bigwhite.com] 
Sent: October 29,2013 8:41 AM 
To: Clark.MLA, Christy 
Cc: Dawson, Ken PREM:EX; Glenn Mandziuk (ceo@totabc.com) 
Subject: TOT A Applauds Appointment of Ben Stewart 

Good Morning Premier, 

On behalf of the 3,500 stakeholders who make up the Thompson Okanagan Tourism 
Association, 1'd like to congratulate you and your government on the appointment of Mr. Ben 
Stewart to the post of Investment and Trade Commissioner, Asia. You can't imagine our rdief to 
know we will have a familiar face in one of our most crucial emerging markets for tourism in 
British Columbia. As you are well aware, tourism is the number one economic engine for the 
Thompson Okanagan, and China and the surrounding countries are becoming more and more 
important to our growth. Mr. Stewart's appointment has made it just that much more familiar for 
us to put people on the ground, shake some hands and write some deals. 

Once again congratulations from all of us at TOT A. 
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Michael J. Ballingall 
Chairman 
Thompson Okanagan Tourism Association 
Direct Line: (250) 491-6150 
Cell: (250) 470-7350 
Email: mballingall@bigwhite.com 
Website: www.bigwhite.com 

Page 4 
OOP-2013-00867



November 6,2013 

The Honourable John Baird 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON KIA OA6 

Dear Minister Baird: 

C
BRITISH 
OLUMBIA 

Fax: (613) 996-9880 

I would like to congratulate you and International Trade Minister Ed Fast for successfully 
concluding an agreement in principle for the Canada-European Union Comprehensive Economic 
and Trade Agreement (CETA). As you know, British Columbia has been supportive of CETA as 
we believe this agreement will strengthen our historic economic linkages with European partners 
and create jbbs for all Canadians. 

British Columbia is also committed to growing jobs through enhanced trade and investment links 
with the rising economies of the Asia Pacific region. I applaud your active engagement 'with 
China, including your recent missions in July and October 2013, as well as your commitment to 
deeper cooperation with Asian' partners through a variety of bilateral and multilateral 
mechanisms. 

In order to advance British Columbia's trade and economic interests in Asia, I have appointed 
Ben Stewali as the Province's high level official representative on the ground. Mr. Stewart will 
represent and promote British Columbia in meetings with government officials in priority 
markets in Asia, including acting as an official signatory for the Province as needed. Working in 
coordination with our existing in-market Trade and Investment Representatives, Mr. Stewart's 
role as British Columbia Representative in Asia and Investment and Trade Commissioner will 
allow economic decision-makers direct access to our government. 

Mr. Stewrui will report to me and my Minister for International Trade, the Honourable Teresa 
Wat. While generally responsible for Asia, his focus will be on China, Japan and Korea, with a 
pruiicular emphasis on LNG oPPOliunities. Please see the attached news release for additional 
details: 

http://www2.news.gov.bc.calnewsreleases2013-20I7/2013PREMOI13-00I623.htm 

Office of the 
Premier 

Mailing Addte •• : 
World Trade Centre 
740 - 999 Canada Place 
Vancouver BO V6G 3E1 

.. .12 
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I would like to request your support and the Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and 
Development's assistance in ensuring the success of Mr. Stewart's appointment. Our intent is to 
strengthen our shared purpose and to assist with the good work being done by federal officials 
notably in Canada's embassies and consulates in Asia. I would appreciate it if you would please 
notify your counterparts in Asian countries, especially Ministers responsible for foreign affairs, 
of Mr. Stewart's appointment, in order to ensure that Canada is seen as speaking with one voice 
by our partners. I would also request your support in providing this information to Canadian 
Ambassadors, Consuls General, and other senior officials in your department responsible for 
relations in the Asia Pacific region. 

I am confident we will work together to grow economic opportunities andjobs for British 
Columbians and all Canadians. 

pc: Honourable Ed Fast, Minister ofInternational Trade, Government of Canada 
Daniel Jean, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Government of Canada 
Honourable Teresa Wat, Minister of International Trade, Government ofBC 
His Excellency Mackenzie Clugston, Ambassador of Canada to Japan 
His Excellency David Chatterson, Ambassador of Canada to Korea 
His Excellency Guy Saint-Jacques, Ambassador of Canada to China 
Ben Stewart, BC Representative in Asia and Investment and Trade Commissioner 
Shannon Baskerville, Deputy Minister of International Trade 
Athana Mentzelopoulos, Deputy Minister of Government Communications and 
Public Engagement and Intergovernmental Relations Secretariat 
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November 6, 2013 

The Honourable Ed Fast 

C
BRlTISH 
OLUMBIA 

Minister of International Trade and Minister for the Asia Pacific Gateway 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON KIA OA6 

Dear Minister Fast: 

I would like to congratulate you and Minister of Foreign Affairs John Baird for successfully 
concluding an agreement in principle for the Canada-European Union Comprehensive Economic 
and Trade Agreement (CETA). As you know, British Columbia has been supportive of CETA as 
we believe this agreement will strengthen our historic economic linkages with European partners 
and create jobs for all Canadians. 

British Columbia is also committed to growing jobs through enhanced trade and investment links 
with the rising economies of the Asia Pacific region. I applaud your active engagement with 
Asia, including your recent participation in APEC, Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and ASEAN 
meetings and your mission to China in October 2013, as well as your commitment to deeper 
cooperation with Asian partners through a variety of bilateral mechanisms. 

In order to advance British Columbia's trade and economic interests in Asia, I have appointed 
Ben Stewart as the Province's high level official representative on the ground. Mr. Stewart will 
represent and promote British Columbia in meetings with government officials in priority 
markets in Asia, including acting as an official signatory for the Province as needed. Working in 
coordination with our existing in-market Trade and Investment Representatives, Mr. Stewal1's 
role as British Columbia Representative in Asia and Investment and Trade Commissioner will 
allow economic decision-makers direct access to our government. 

-- -
Mr. Stewart will report to me and my Minister for International Trade, the Honourable Teresa 
Wat. While generally responsible for Asia, his focus will be on China, Japan and Korea, with a 
particular emphasis on LNG opportunities. Please See the attached news release for additional 
details: 

http://wWw2.news.gov.bc.calnewsreleases2013-2017/2013PREMOl13-001623.htm 

Office of the 
Premier 

Mailing Address: 
World Trade Cenlre 
740 - 999 Canada Place 
Vancouver BC V6C 3El 

.. .12 
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I would like to request your support and the Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and 
Development's assistance in ensuring the success ofMr, Stewart's appointment. Our intent is to 
strengthen our shared purpose and to assist with the good work being done by federal officials 
notably in Canada's embassies and consulates in Asia, I would appreciate it if you would please 
notify your counterparts in Asian countries, especially Ministers responsible for intemational 
trade, ofMr, Stewart's appointment, in order to ensure that Canada is seen as speaking with one 
voice by our partners, I would also request your support in providing this information to 
Canadian Ambassadors, Consuls General, and other senior officials in your department 
responsible for trade and economic relations in the Asia Pacific region. . 

I am confident we will work together to grow economic opportunities and jobs for British 
Columbians and alI Canadians. 

' . 

. Premier 

pc: Honourable John Baird, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Government of Canada 
Simon Kennedy, Deputy Minister of International Trade, Government of Canada 
Honourable Teresa Wat, Minister ofInternational T~de, Government ofBC 
His Excellency Mackenzie Clugston, Ambassador of Canada to Japan 
His Excellency David Chatterson, Ambassador of Canada to Korea 
His Excellency Guy Saint-Jacques, Ambassador of Canada to China 
Ben Stewart, BC Representative in Asia and Investment and Trade Commissioner 
Shannon Baskerville, Deputy Minister ofInternational Trade 
Athana MentzelopouIos, Deputy Minister of Government Communications and 
Public Engagement and Intergovernmental Relations Secretariat 

-
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"member 13.2013 

Honourable KIM Moon-Sao 
Governor of Gyeonggi Province 
Hyowon-Ro, Paldal-Gu, Suwon City 
Gyeonggi Province 
Republic of Korea 442-781 

Dear Honourable Governor KIM: 

(
BRITISH 
OLUMBIA 

I hope this letter finds you in good health. 

As you know, I will lead a trade and investment mission to Korea later this month. During that 
time, I very much look forward to visiting Suwon to meet with you and celebrate the 5th 

anniversary of Gyeonggi-British Columbia sister province relations. 

In the meantime, I am pleased to inform you that I have appointed Ben Stewart as the Province's 
high level official representative on the ground in Asia. Mr. Stewart will represent and promote 
British Columbia in meetings with government officials in Korea and other priority markets in 
Asia, including acting as an official signatory for the Province as needed. Working in 
coordination with British Columbia's existing in-market Trade and Investment Representatives 
in Seoul and other major centres, Mr. Stewart's role as British Columbia's Representative in 
Asia will allow economic decision-makers direct access to my government. 

Mr. Stewart will report to me and my Minister for International Trade, Teresa Wat. While 
generally responsible for Asia, his focus will be on Korea, Japan and China, with a particular 
emphasis on LNG opportunities. Please see the attached news release for additional details: 

http://~.news.gov.bc.calnewsreleases2013-2017/2013PREMOl13-001623.htm 

Mr. Stewart will also accompany me on my mission to Korea. With his addition to British 
Columbia's trade and investment team, I am confident we will be able to build on our many 
successes to take our sister province relationship to a higher level for the mutual benefit of the 
citizens of both our provinces. 

Office of the 
Premier 

Web S~e: 
www.gov.bc.ca 

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 9041 Stn Prov Gov1 
Victoria Be V8W 9El 

...12 

Location: 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria 
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I look forward to seeing you in a few weeks' time. Please accept my wmmest best wishes to you 
and your family. 

Sincerely, 

pc: Honourable Teresa Wat, Minister ofIntemationa! Trade, Government ofBC 
Ben Stewart, BC Representative in Asia and Investment and Trade Commissioner 
Shannon Baskerville, Deputy Minister ofIntemational Trade 
Athana Mentze!opou!os, Deputy Minister of Government Communications and 
Public Engagement and Intergovernmental Relations Secretariat 
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BRlTISH 
OLUMBIA 

7<j 7] 5'. 'HI:l },] 'i't ~ -=r iL tiS'- 1 
7<j 7]5'.~ 
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Office of the 
Premier 

Web Site: 
www.gov.bc.ca 

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 9041 Stn Pray Govt 
Victoria Be V8W 9E1 

.. .12 

Location: 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria 

Page 11 
OOP-2013-00867



2 

http://v.ww2.news.goy.bccainewsJcleases_20 13-2017/20 13PREMO 113-
001623.htm 
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November 12.2013 

Huitt Manering, Director 
Vancouver Enterprise Centre, BBA 
Suite 850, 1050 West Pender Street 
Vancouver, BC V6E 3S7 

Dear ML Manering: 

BRITISH 
COLUMBIA 

Thank you for kindly providing your boardroom as a space for Francois and I to meet prior to the 
announcement of Ben Stewart as the new Be Investment and Trade CommissioneL I am sorry 
you could not join us, but Francois was a gracious host! 

I appreciate your support of our efforts and the help of everyone at the Vancouver Enterprise 
Centre. 

Office of the 
Premier 

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 9041 Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria Be V8W 9El 

Location: 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria 

website: 
WVIW.gov. bc.ca 
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Ilonou:'able /lll' Xiaodan 
Go\"crnor uf Guungdong Province 
Guw1gdong Foreign Affairs OfflC(; 
45 Sbamian Street 
Guanzbuu 5101 J 0 
People's Republic of China 

Dear Honourable Governor ZHU: 

I~,~ j'T'I' •• . ,DI', .,1'1 
( ")1 l !"1 111 ' ""l ,,1\ .,J" 

I write in ii,llow up to my letter of October 30, 20D, I hope you are well. 

As you know. my government is conll11ittcd to enhancing trade. investment and governmenl-to­
govermnel1l links with Guangdong Province and China. I welcome your active support ti)r 
deepening cooperation between our provinces. and hope that you will be able to visit British 
Columbia in 2014 to take early advantage of our upcoming 20th anniversary in 20lS to renew our 
friendly sister province relations, 

In the meantime, I am pleased to inform you that J have appointed Ben Stewart as British 
Columbia's Representative in Asia. Mr, Stewart will represent and promote British Columbia in 
meetings with govemment officials in China and priority markets in Asia, including acting as an 
official signatory for the Province as needed, Working in coordination with British Columbia's 
existing in·market Trade and Investment Representatives, Mr. Stewart's role as the Province's 
high level official representative on the groUild in China will allow economic decision-makers 
direct access to my govemment 

Mr. Stewart will be located at British Columbia's Trade and Investmem Representative Office in 
Beijing, and report to me and my Minister for Intemational Trade, the Honourable Teresa Wat 
\Vhile generally responsible for Asia, his focus will be on China. Japan and Korea, with a 
particular emphasis on LNG opportunities. Please see the attached news release for additional 
details: 

http://w.\\w2.news.gov.bc.c81newsreleases2013-2017f20I3PREMOI13·001623.htm 

Office of the 

Premier 
WebSite: 
v.ww.gov bcca 

Malling'Address; 
PO Box 9041 Sin Prov Govt 
Victona Be V8V,,' 9El 

Location: 
Parhament 3uildJ11},;-s 
V'storia 
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Mr. SteV\art \\ill also accompany Minister Wat when she travels to Guangzholl Oll my behalf. 
later thi~ tl'.onth. to extend greetings and commence d~scussion~ with your government on how to 

advancl' t\\·(}-\\<..IY trade .;:md investment and deepen cooperation betv;cc:;;n our provinces. 

With the addition of Mr. Stewart to British Columbia's trade and investment team in China, I am 
confident we will be able to build on our many successes and take our sister pW\'ince 
relarion,;hip to " higher level that works for the mutual benefit of the citizen;; of both our 
prOVInces. 

Piease accept my warmest best wishes to you and your family, 

SiQCt(rely,,,,-,~'\: 
! i / 

// /(~'{<\ 
\,eMisty Clark 

Premier 

pc: Honourab'le Teresa Wat, Minister of Intemational Trade, Govelllment of BC 
Ben Stewart, BC Representative in Asia and investment and Trade Commissioner 
Shannon Baskerville, Deputy Minister ofinternational Trade 
Athana Mentzelopoulos, Deputy Minister of Government Communications and 
Public Engagement and Intergovernmental Relations Secretariat 
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foiJ Ht, .fit t2.11~ ~'f:ith B1Ji:l~~, :fJt t: t}{T:1iil!\li I!Ij~5t1:. (Ben Stewart) ~IH{,r;:9IJ~iJ! flIft: It::'IE 
i!l'IE~~~.~l!Im~1:..f~~~.'j~N~&'IE~~B~~~aMrr~~OO, .ffl~~ 
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r.h f£ f2 Iff iMit A fit t~ -'=J * :,Ij' ~)( ){f~fMI , 

http://\vww2.news.gov.bc.calnewsreleases20l3 0 2017!2013PREMO))3·001623.htm 

Office of the 
Premier 

WebSite: 
www.gov.bc.ca 

Mailing-Address: 
PO Box 9041 Stn Pray Govt 
Victoria Be vaIN 9E1 

Location: 
Parliament Buiidings 
VICtoria 
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