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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT OFFICE 
INFORMATION NOTE 

  
Date: June 21, 2013  
Date of previous note: N/A  
File: 30050-20/FCGP-10  
CLIFF/tracking #:103171   

                                                                                   
PREPARED FOR: the Honourable Mary Polak, Minster of Environment 
 
ISSUE: Dene Tha’ First Nation (DTFN) concerns regarding the environmental 
assessment (EA) process and proposed Fortune Creek Gas Project 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The proposed Fortune Creek Gas Project (proposed Project) would be located 
approximately 110 km north of Fort Nelson. The Project is proposed without a 
committed pipeline route to transport gas from the facility to market. The 
Application for an EA certificate will be submitted to the Ministers for decision by 
July 19, 2013. 
 
The proposed Project is located in Treaty 8 territory. The DTFN wrote a letter 
dated June 18, 2013 to the Environmental Assessment Office (EAO), copying the 
Minister of Environment, with concerns about the EA process related to the 
proposed Project. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Issue #1: Aboriginal Valued Components and Significance Analysis 
Issue: The DTFN states that the Proponent’s Application does not contain a full 
analysis of Aboriginal valued components, as required in the Application 
Information Requirements (AIR). The DTFN further states that the Application 
does not contain sufficient information to undertake a significance analysis of the 
proposed Project’s potential impacts on Aboriginal interests (including treaty 
rights). 
 
Response: The DFTN correctly identifies a potential discrepancy between the 
AIR and the Application. EAO’s position is that the AIR did not clearly reflect the 
intended EA practice for the valued components. 
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Additionally, EAO has advised the DFTN on several occasions, through 
correspondence and discussions, that in addition to the Proponent’s conclusion, 
EAO will provide a conclusion on the degree to which the proposed Project 
potentially impacts Aboriginal interests (including treaty rights).  
 
Issue # 2: Lack of Delivery Pipeline for Gas from Proposed Project 
Issue: The DTFN has concerns that the Nova Gas Transmission Line, which was 
planned to deliver gas to market, was denied approval by the National Energy 
Board. The DFTN asserts that the proposed Project should therefore include a 
delivery pipeline in the scope of the EA.   
 
Response

Should the Proponent propose building a delivery pipeline associated with the 
Project, it would require an amendment to any EA Certificate that would be 
issued. Should another proponent propose a delivery pipeline, it would follow the 
appropriate regulatory process. In either case, First Nation consultation would be 
undertaken appropriate to the regulatory process. EAO has responded to the 
DTFN on this subject by way of letters dated March 21, May 15, and June 6, 
2013.  
 
Issue # 3: Inaccurate Consultation Report 
Issue: DTFN has concerns that EAO’s draft Consultation Report inaccurately 
captures their concerns. 
 
Response: It is EAO practice to share the First Nation Consultation Report with 
First Nations for comment. Comments may be incorporated into a revised 
document, if appropriate. EAO is of the view that the assertions of inaccuracies 
by the DFTN are incorrect and the consultation record is accurately reflected by 
EAO. EAO advised the DFTN that they can provide their own report directly to 
the Ministers as part of the EA process. EAO will also capture the DFTN 
comments in the final Consultation Report that will be provided to Ministers as 
part of the Assessment Report. 
 
NEXT STEPS: 
 
The Application Review process will continue as planned.  EAO is satisfied that 
DTFN’s concerns have been accurately captured and the responses from EAO 
are appropriate from a legal and EA process perspective. 
 
Ministers will receive the EA Application for the proposed Project, along with the 
EAO Assessment Report, by July 19, 2013. 
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ATTACHMENTS:  
June 6, 2013 letter from EAO to Matthew Munson, Dene Tha’ First Nation 
June 18, 2013 letter from Matthew Munson, Dene Tha’ First Nation, to EAO 
 

Contact:  Prepared by:  
Name:  Scott Bailey Name: Sandra Baan 
Title: Executive Project Director Title Project Assessment Manager 
Phone: 250-356-1124 Phone: 250-751-7301 

  
  
  Reviewed by Initials Date 

ED/EPD SB 06/21/13 
ELO (if required): JM 06/21/13 
Associate DM   




