
-----Original Message----- 

From:

Sent: Tuesday, September 4, 2012 6:52 PM 

To: Cadieux.MLA, Stephanie LASS:EX; OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX 

Cc: jwd@bccpd.bc.ca 

Subject: Re. Disability w/out Poverty research paper 

 

To the honorable Cristy Clark, Premier of British Columbia, To the honorable Stephanie 

Cadieux, Minister of Social Development, 

 

 

My name is and I am writing to express my support for the amazing, and touching, 

research paper written in part by Jane Dyson of the "DisabilityWithoutPovertyNetwork"(DWPN 

); a well researched, unbiased thesis in support of increasing BC's PWD rate. First of all, please 

understand that i am ever so grateful for what i have and for what i am blessed with NOW; i am 

not writing with my pen out asking for more money. Furthermore, I've been a single parent for 

most of my son's short lif i'm stuck in a rather unhealthy relationship 

wherein i'm forced to support a wife who cares only for ... my apologies...completely off topic. 

What is life if not  arduous ... and who believes in female abusers anyway?  

 

AGAIN OFF TOPIC 

 

On a lighter note, I am fortunate enough to make due with a very modest income. I do not drink, 

do drugs, nor do I live with ANY of the vices common among the poor (less fortunate). 

Consequently, what i receive has enabled me to set aside a modest 

.i am proud to be able to at least help enable him for a better future; hopefully provide 

entirely for his educational goals.  

 

Unfortunately, personal 'issues' ( prevent me from 

interacting effectively with people; arguing successfully to fruition (in as much as it pains me to 

do)  my goals,  needs and wants as they relate to my personal...independence is ... sadly lacking 

and honestly quite humiliating.  Nonetheless, i do my absolute best with what i have. I do think 

daily of ...money...but living without does not bother me personally. Ok...it is depressing but...I 

have o spend (or save)  on my son 

 

Regarding an increase in PWD benefits from $906 to $1200/monthly... 

...i of course support this position; but not because of the money. For example, I pride myself on 

my ability to communicate effectively thru my writing; and if i were permitted to put to use my 

ABILITIES in exchange for such an increase (eg. work from home dictating ...data entry...)? 

Frankly, I DO NOT WANT a further handout; and yes...

a hand up however would be of course welcome. 

 

In closing, i would much rather accept an increase to PWD benefits if i were able to justify to 

myself and to my son the extra income. I CAN AND WANT TO CONTRIBUTE IN ANYWAY 

I CAN.  I also believe that with the inclusion of such an increase to my monthly budget...perhaps 

a downpayment on a home ... and even independence could in 5 to 10 years be realised. Thank 
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you all for taking the time from your busy days to read my...opinion on this matter. Please 

forgive my rambling as well as my inability to address properly your honours 'positions' in my 

opening. 

 

Sincerely and most respectfully, 
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From:

Sent: Thursday, October 4, 2012 8:10 PM 

To: OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX 

Subject: please read the attachment  

 

 

 

Dear Premier, 

 

I hope you will spend the time to read this study 

 

and help everyone in need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX  

Sent: Tuesday, October 9, 2012 11:54 AM 

To:

Cc: Minister, MSD MSD:EX 

Subject: RE: please read the attachment  

 

Thank you for your email and attachment regarding provincial assistance for Persons with 

Disabilities.  We appreciate receiving your views and will ensure that your correspondence is 

shared with the Minister of Social Development, the Honourable Moira Stilwell, for inclusion in 

ongoing discussions. 
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From:

Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 12:41 PM 

To: 'premier@gov.bc.ca' 

Cc:

Subject: Disability Benefits 

 

Dear Honorable Christy Clark, 

 

We are writing to you as we represent a group of 10 adults with developmental disabilities called 

Victoria Self Advocates.  We meet regularly to talk about advocacy issues that are important to 

us.   

 

We appreciate the recent changes to Disability Benefits here in BC. The change that means we 

can earn up to $800 per month and still receive full benefits we are very happy about.  Thank you 

for your actions to support this!   

 

Having just read the well researched document “Overdue: The Case for Increasing the Persons 

with Disability Benefits in BC.”  Here is what we learned we are writing to about another 

concern.  Right now everyone receives $906 per month as a PWD benefit.  However this amount 

does not cover our basic costs including shelter, food, transportation and clothing as the average 

monthly cost of living in BC, at a minimum, is around $13,700.  That leaves the average person 

on disability benefits short by over $450 per month.  We also know that 85% of people with 

developmental disabilities are not employed and therefore are in many cases solely dependent on 

906.00 per month. 

 

We are writing to you to advocate for an increase in our benefits from the current $906 to $1200.  

Although this amount wouldn’t cover our basic expenses it would help us considerably in 

making ends meet every month.   

 

We look forward to hearing from you.   

 

Here is our contact information:  

 

(On behalf of Victoria Self Advocates) 
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From:

Sent: Friday, November 9, 2012 9:31 AM 

To: 'premier@gov.bc.ca' 

Cc:

Subject: FW: Disability Benefits 

 

Hello Honorable Christy Clark,  

 

I sent you an e-mail earlier this week (see below) and noticed the e-mail address that I gave to 

you was wrong.   

 

Here is the correct e-mail.    

 

 

Thank you  

 

 

 

 

 

From: OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX  

Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 3:34 PM 

To:

Cc: Minister, MSD MSD:EX 

Subject: RE: Disability Benefits 

 

Thank you for your emails regarding provincial assistance to Persons with Disability.  We 

appreciate receiving your support for steps taken and have noted your call for a rate increase for 

those who are unable to work.   

 

We will ensure that your comments are shared with the Minister of Social Development, the 

Honourable Moira Stilwell, for inclusion in ongoing discussions. 

Thanks again for taking the time to express your views. 
 

 

From:

Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:21 AM 

To: OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX 

Subject: RE: Disability Benefits 

 

Thank you for your response.   
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From:

Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 6:35 PM 

To: OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX 

Subject: Disability without Poverty Network 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 

From: Mail Delivery Subsystem <mailer-daemon@googlemail.com> 

Date: Tue, Aug 28, 2012 at 6:18 PM 

Subject: Delivery Status Notification (Failure) 

To:

 

Delivery to the following recipient failed permanently: 

 

     stephanie.cadieux.mla.@leg.bc.ca 

 

Technical details of permanent failure: 

Google tried to deliver your message, but it was rejected by the recipient domain. We 

recommend contacting the other email provider for further information about the cause of this 

error. The error that the other server returned was: 501 501 5.5.2 Invalid address syntax. (state 

13). 

 

----- Original message ----- 

Subject: Disability without Poverty Network 

From: 

To: stephanie.cadieux.mla.@leg.bc.ca 

Content-Type: multipart/alternative; boundary=047d7b603d1875d78f04c85d576b 

 

Dear Stephanie, 

 

I just want to let you know that I totally support your report regarding 

"overdue" which suggests a raise in the PWD rates in British Columbia. 

Alberta has raised their disability rates -  a single person receives $1600 

a month whereas a disabled single person in BC receives only $906.00.  That 

is a $700 difference and considering the cost of living is way high in 

British Columbia than in Alberta, I strongly feel that PWD in BC deserve a 

raise and as your report suggests, this raise has been long overdue.  The 

last one was in 2007 - which was only a $50.00 raise for a single person. 

 

It is very very hard to live on $906.00 per month.  It causes a lot of 

anxiety for PWD and makes their life very miserable.  It also affects their 

overall health.  I am very grateful to you for preparing this report and I 

hope my email will make a difference. 

 

Thank You! 
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