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FOUNDATION SKILLS ASSESSMENT (FSA)

updated March 29, 2021

Description
e The Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) is an
assessment of Grade 4 and 7 foundation skills in
literacy and numeracy.
e The purposes of the FSAs are to:
o provide system level information on student
performance;
o provide districts and schools with information
on student performance; and
o support decision making (e.g., interventions).
e All students, with limited exceptions, are
required to participate in the FSA.

Statistics

e Approximately 100,000 Grade 4 and 7 students are
expected to write the assessment each year.

e Participation in the assessment has declined over
time to 74% in 2019.

e Participation for the 2020 administration, delayed to
Feb-March 2021) is not yet finalized, but is
anticipated to be around 64%.

Use of Data:

® As required under FOIPPA, the Ministry provides
several data files to the Fraser Institute in response to
an annual data request.

e The Fraser Institute uses the FSA data to produce an
annual public report card on secondary and
elementary school performance.

Key Facts:

e The FSA was redesigned based on recommendations from the Advisory Group on Provincial
Assessment and a working group of key stakeholders to align with the redesigned curriculum.

e The administration timeframe was moved to earlier in the year (October/November) and now
reflects performance of student ability early in Grades 4 and 7.

¢ Due to COVID-19, the administration timeframe of the 2020/21 FSA was postponed to February 15,
2021 - March 12, 2021.

e The new assessment is designed and developed by BC teachers and includes engaging and
interactive question formats, as well as collaboration and self-reflection components.
Advice/Recommentations

e The new FSA assessments were first administered in October/November 2017 and have performed
well as measured by psychometric analyses. Standard setting with expert panels was completed and
new cut scores, standards, and descriptors have been established.

e Proficiency levels in the FSA are: Emerging, On Track and Extending.

Provincial Participation Rates:

2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 | 2015/16 | 2016/17 | 2017/18 | 2018/19 | 2019/20 | 2020/21

84% 84% 81% 79% 76% 76% 74% 74% 64%*

*estimation at this time given COVID-19-delayed administration date

**see FSA Participation fact sheet (GAD) for more detailed information

Percentage of Students On Track and Extending:

Grade | Component 2017/18 | 2018/19 | 2019/20
Reading 79% 78% 77%

4 Writing 80% 91% 86%
Numeracy 69% 70% 72%
Reading 81% 79% 79%

7 Writing 92% 91% 89%
Numeracy 69% 69% 68%

Delivery Partners:

AWIS (ending 2020/21)
Vretta (starting 2021/22)
Teachers

School administrators
School district staff
Independent Schools
Yukon

NonkwN e

Key Outcomes:
e Sample assessments, student exemplars, scoring guide and other resources posted online
e Other adapted formats provided (e.g., Braille, large print)

Funding:

e Costs to develop and administer the FSA for FY 2020/21 was $910K. Previous FY 2019/20 costs
were $982K. Costs were less this past FY20/21 due to the lower costs associated with the
development activities for FSA through the pandemic.

e In addition, $775K is provided to school districts and the Federation of Independent School
Associations (FISA) to mark the FSA locally.
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FOUNDATION SKILLS ASSESSMENT (FSA) updated March 29, 2021

Detailed Participation Rates 2019/20 (%) Percentage of Students On Track or Extending 2019/20 (%)

Grade 4 Grade 7 Grade 4 Grade 7
SD School District SD School District
Read | Write Num Read Write Num Read Write Num Read | Write | Num

005 Southeast Kootenay 85% 82% 84% 90% 85% 90% 005 Southeast Kootenay 71% 56% 64% 69% 76% 51%
006 Rocky Mountain 99% 96% 98% 99% 98% 99% 006 Rocky Mountain 74% 82% 65% 87% 94% 69%
008 Kootenay Lake 84% 77% 84% 83% 77% 81% 008 Kootenay Lake 75% 85% 70% 72% 84% 57%
010 Arrow Lakes 86% 80% 86% 84% 84% 84% 010 Arrow Lakes 90% 96% 77% 82% 87% 74%
019 Revelstoke 94% 88% 93% 93% 92% 93% 019 Revelstoke 80% 95% 63% 88% 95% 73%
020 Kootenay-Columbia 44% | 42% 44% 46% 40% | 45% 020 Kootenay-Columbia 74% 80% 72% 64% 77% 62%
022 Vernon 87% 83% 87% 92% 90% 91% 022 Vernon 72% 82% 68% 86% 85% 63%
023 Central Okanagan 78% 74% 77% 65% 61% | 65% 023 Central Okanagan 76% 88% 68% 75% 91% 57%
027 Cariboo-Chilcotin 95% 92% 95% 93% 88% 93% 027 Cariboo-Chilcotin 67% 53% 59% 63% 70% 39%
028 Quesnel 73% 59% 71% 41% 32% 36% 028 Quesnel 47% 67% 36% 53% 60% 30%
033 Chilliwack 91% 89% 91% 88% 84% 87% 033 Chilliwack 76% 83% 68% 76% 90% 57%
034 Abbotsford 94% 91% 94% 94% 92% 94% 034 Abbotsford 74% 91% 67% 80% 92% 65%
035 Langley 89% 85% 89% 87% 83% 87% 035 Langley 78% 91% 73% 78% 90% 62%
036 Surrey 59% 56% 58% 60% 57% | 59% 036 Surrey 70% 88% 63% 79% 83% 68%
037 Delta 63% 59% 62% 61% 59% 61% 037 Delta 74% 88% 68% 75% 89% 68%
038 Richmond 59% 58% 59% 60% 58% | 60% 038 Richmond 85% 92% 82% 90% 95% 84%
039 Vancouver 58% 55% 58% 57% 54% 58% 039 Vancouver 78% 92% 79% 80% 95% 79%
040 New Westminster 82% 80% 82% 87% 85% 86% 040 New Westminster 81% 95% 79% 83% 84% 69%
041 Burnaby 63% 60% 63% 63% 61% 63% 041 Burnaby 80% 95% 80% 86% 91% 78%

Maple Ridge-Pitt Maple Ri -Pitt
042 R mae 26% | 25% 26% | 25% |  23% | 25% 042 aple Ridge-Pitt | - oo, 73% 62% | 70% | 85% | 56%

Meadows Meadows
043 Coquitlam 77% 75% 76% 79% 73% 79% 043 Coquitlam 77% 95% 74% 73% 89% 68%
044 North Vancouver 94% 88% 94% 95% 92% 95% 044 North Vancouver 84% 91% 79% 83% 92% 79%
045 West Vancouver 89% 89% 89% 93% 93% 94% 045 West Vancouver 95% 100% 96% 99% 100% 94%
046 Sunshine Coast 75% 73% 76% 77% 74% 78% 046 Sunshine Coast 79% 89% 72% 77% 81% 68%
047 Powell River 64% 57% 65% 72% 67% 72% 047 Powell River 55% 63% 53% 66% 86% 69%
048 Sea to Sky 92% 89% 92% 90% 84% 87% 048 Sea to Sky 73% 77% 65% 77% 85% 60%
049 Central Coast 85% 81% 85% 92% 92% 92% 049 Central Coast 77% 90% 77% 75% 92% 42%
050 Haida Gwaii 94% 90% 94% 86% 81% | 89% 050 Haida Gwaii 52% 75% 45% 58% 83% 25%
051 Boundary 78% 76% 80% 95% 90% | 93% 051 Boundary 70% 85% 70% 77% 82% 65%
052 Prince Rupert 96% 91% 96% 92% 80% | 92% 052 Prince Rupert 62% 90% 54% 70% 94% 37%

g ki

053 | Okanagan Similkameen | 95% | 94% 96% | 98% | 96% | 97% 053 _Okanagan | o, 91% 72% | 75% | 89% | 58%

Similkameen
054 Bulkley Valley 94% 90% 94% 96% 95% | 96% 054 Bulkley Valley 69% 79% 63% 75% 91% 55%
057 Prince George 94% 91% 93% 94% 90% 94% 057 Prince George 64% 82% 54% 69% 94% 49%
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