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Attachments: 2015 09_14_agri-tourism_discussion_paper.pdf
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Dear Stakeholder:

Attached is a discussion paper (white paper) prepared by the BC Ministry of Agriculture (Ministry). This paper contains a
draft set of criteria for developing local government bylaws regarding agri-tourism, agri-lourism accommodation and
farm retad) sales in the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). The criteria describe what 1s considered a permitted use in the
ALR by the Ministry.

The discussion paper describes the issue, provides the framework for developing the Minister’s Bylaw Standards, and
proposes criteria for developing local government bylaws. We are most interested in input on the criteria (Past 4) but we
welcome feedback on alk sections of the paper. Please provide us with comments directed specifically at the content of the
paper so that your feedback can be effectively incorporated into the final document. We would like to receive all
comments by November 30, 2015 (via mail. fax or email). Once stakeholder input has been received and incorporated
into the discussion paper, the criteria witl be sent to the Ministry executive and Minister for final approval. Once
approved, the information will be distributed to local governments and incorporated into the Mimistry’s “Guide for Bylaw
Development in Farming Areas™ (Bylaw Guide). All loca!l governments are encouraged to incorporate these Minister’s
bylaw standards into their bylaws. Conimunities regulated under Section 918 of the LGA are expected {0 achieve
consistency with the Minister’s Bylaw Standards.

You may send your feedback by email, Canada Post, or fax.
Maik:

Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the ALR Consultation
Ministry of Agriculture

PO Box 9120 Stn Prov Govt

Victoria, BC V8W 9B4

Fax: 250 356-0358

Please direct your questions or comments t0:
Gregory Bartle, 250 387-9687, Gregory Bartle@gov.be c; or

Brenda Lennox, 250 387-356-2945, Brenda L ennox(@gov.be.ca

Yours truly,

Derek Sturko
Deputy Minister
Ministry of Agriculture
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Executive Summary

This discussion paper {‘white paper’) has been prepared by the B.C. Ministry of Agriculture
(AGRI) Strengthening Farming Program, Innovation and Adaptation Branch for input on the
establishment of a Minister’s Bylaw Standard to assist local government bylaw development
regarding agri-tourism, agri-tourism accommodation and farm retail sales.

1ts preparation follows the 2014 AGRI’s consultation on the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR)
Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation (ALR USP Regulation) in which local governments
expressed strong support for AGRI to provide greater clarity in guidance to local government
bylaws on agri-tourism.

The proposed Minister’s Bylaw Standard criteria, set out in Part 3.0, result from input
contributed by the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC), local governments and the agricultural
sector. While the proposed Minister's Bylaw Standard provisions apply to land in the
Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR), local governments may also wish to adopt for all agriculturally
zoned property.

AGRI invites local governments to review the proposed Minister’s Bylaw Standard and provide
feedback to the contact listed on page 13 by November 30, 2015. Feedback received will be
analysed by AGRI staff, with updates and improvements made to the proposed Minister’s Bylaw
Standard in preparation for the Minister of Agriculture’s (Minister)} consideration.
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introduction

This paper outlines draft criteria to assist local governments in regulating their agri-tourism,
agri-tourism accommodation and farm retail sales bylaws, aiming to encourage further
discussion on the matter with local governments, the ALC and the farm sector. It is important
that the bylaw standard criteria effectively guide local government land use regulations within
the context, and intents, of the Agricultural Land Commission, Farm Practices Protections
(Right to Farm), and Local Governanent and Community Charter Acts and their regulations.
The draft criteria reflect analysis undertaken by AGRI staff, previous consultations with local
governments, the ALC, industry, and the Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural
Devctopment (CSCD).

1.0 Part one — The Criteria Development Process

This papesr explores and proposes land use regulation and policy guidance for local governments
to address agri-tourism and farm retail sales issues in their communities, while recognizing
these nses are permitted (with exceptions) within the ALR.

Following consultation with stakeholders and approval by the Minister, the bylaw criteria will
become a Minister’s Bylaw Standard and incorporated within the “Guide for Bylaw Development
in Farming Areas” (Bylaw Guide).!

1.1 Purpose and Goals

The purposes of establishing land use regulation criteria to address local government concerns
regarding agri-tourism and farm retail sales are to:

1. Establish a Minister’s Bylaw Standard that provides flexibility for local governments to
shape agri-tourism activity in their community while ensuring that agriculture in the
ALR continues as a priority use;

2, Address the needs of the agriculture sector/industry to supplement farming income;

9. Minimize the impact of agri-tourism and retail sales on farm practices and farming
potential in farming areas;

4. Minimize loss and/or fragmentation of farmland due 1o agri-tourism and retail sales
uses;

5. Reduce the financial imbalance that results frorm large scale comimercial operations
locating inexpensively in the ALR and outcompeting those that have located in
appropriate commercial zones; and

6. Minimize the risk of agri-tourism and farm retail sales buildings and structures being
used for non-farm purposes.

1.2 Stakeholiders

Stakeholders involved in developing these Bylaw Standard criteria include:

1 yinder the Local Government Act (Part 26, Division 8, Section g16), the Minister responsible for the Farm Practices
Protection (Right to Farm) Act can develop bylaw standards to guide the development of zoning and farm Lytaws.
Development of provincial standards is intended to promote consistency in the regulation of, and planning for,
farming. However, provision has been made under Section 916(3) to allow the standards to differ, if necessary, to
respond to BC's diverse farming industry and land base.

o]
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a) Local governments and their Agricultural Advisory Committees (AAC);
b} Agriculture industyy;

c) ALG;

d) Strengthening Farming Directors Committee,

e) CSCD; and

f) Ministry of Jobs, Tourism and Skills Training.

1.3 Objectives of the Process
The objectives of the process are to:

1. Create a set of Bylaw Standard criteria for stakeholder review;
2. Consult with stakeholders; and
3. Develop a Minister’s Bylaw Standard that local governments can apply as regulation or

policy.
1.4 Key Steps
The key steps in creating the Minister’s Bylaw Standard are:

Review relevant literature including AGRY and ALC policies;

Review and compare local government regulations and policies;
Develop draft criteria;

Consult with internal and external stakeholders on the draft criteria;
Revise criteria for consideration by the Minister;

Seek Minister’s approval; and

Encourage local governments to adopt and apply criteria.

B -A o

1.5 Current Status (August 2015)
AGRI staff have:

» Rewiewed previous agri-tourism and farm retail sales consultations with local
governments, industry, the ALC and CSCD;

* Reviewed existing ALC policies on agri-tourism, agri-tourism accommodation and farm
retfail sales; and,

» Prepared this draft discussion ‘white paper’ on agri-tourism and farm retail sales land
use bylaw guidance for further local government consultations over the 2015/2016 fall
and winter.

1.6 Context for Bylaw Standard Establishment
AGRI has initiated Minister’s Bylaw Standards in the past for three significant agricultural

issues which have been approved by the Minister. AGRI staff use the Minister’s Bylaw Standards
to encourage local governments to adopt them into their land use bylaws. They are:

* Regulating Medical Marihuana Production Facilities in the ALR (2014);
» Combined Heat and Power Generation at Greenhouses in the ALR (2013); and

4
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e Siting and Size of Residential Uses in the ALR (2011).

These Minister’s Bylaw Standards can be found in AGRIs “Guide for Bylaw Development in
Farming Areas” with additional information at:
hitp://www2.gov.be.ca/gov/content/indusiry/agricul ture-seafood/agricultural-land-and-

environment/strengthening-farming/local-government-bylaw-standards-and-farm-bvlaws.

2.0 Part two - Background

efl

2.9 Corm

Farmers throughout B.C. are looking for options to increase their economic viability, including
agri-tourism and farm retail sales. These two particular issues have become more prominent in
recent years and local governments arc amending their agri-tourism, agri-tourism
accommodation and farm retail sales bylaws, sometimes causing frustration with farmers and
the public. Sometimes there may be conflicting community views on what actually constitutes
agri-tourism activities, and what ‘accessory’, ‘seasonal’, and “temporary’ within this context
really mean.

While the ALC provides direction regarding agri-tourism and farm retail sales in the ALR, one of
the questions asked during the Ministry’s 2014 ALR USP Regulation consultation process
included agri-tourism, with local governments indicating strong support for AGRI to develop
greater clarity in bylaw guidance for agri-tourism. Incorporating analysis from previous
consuliation, AGRI staff anticipate strong response from stakeholders on the subject.

Ideally, developing this ncw Minister’s Bylaw Standard will assist in balancing stakeholder
concerns, minimize community frustration, and provide greater certainty while maintaining the
flexibility required for local government community decision making and variation. The
proposed Minister’s Bylaw Standard applies to property in the ALR. Given, however, that
agricultural activity in B.C. takes place both on ALR and non-ALR property, local governments
with agriculturally zoned land may also consider adopting it.

2.2 Current Policy, Legislation and Reguiation

Agri-tourism and farm retail sales are defined as farm uses by the ALR USP Regulation® of the
Agriculture Land Commission Act where a farm use means an occupation or use of Jand for
farm purposes, including farming of land, plants and animals and any other similar activity
designated as farm use by regulation, and includes a farm operation as defined in the Farm
Practices Protection (Right to Farm) Act:

= Agri-lourism is a tourist activity, service or facility accessory to ALR land classified as a
farm under the Assessment Act, if the use is temporary and seasonal, and promotes
or markets farm products grown, raised or processed on the farm.

» Farm retail sales if all of the farm product offered for sale is produced on the farm on
which the retail sales are taking place, or at least 50% of the retail sales area is limited to
the sale of farm products produced on the farm on which the retail sales are taking place

2 B.C. Reg. 173/2002 Agriculiural Land Reserve Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation. Last retrieved August 24,
2015 from htip:/ _{ww.alc.gov.bc.calalca’ content. page?id=A631A2319799460A08F62078A2FEGOES
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and the total area, both indoors and outdoors, used for the retail sales of all products
does not exceed 300 m>.

Local governments cannot prohibit agri-tourism activities, other than agri-tourism
accommodation, or farm retail sales regulated by the ALR USP Regulation unless by a Farm
Bylaw designated by the Minister by Section 917 of the Local Government Act.

The ALC also publishes several policy documents on agri-tourism, agri-tourism accommodation
and farm retail sales with respect to land in the ALR.

“The policies of the Commission provide interpretation and clarification of the
regulations; outline guidelines, strategies, rules or posttions on various issues
and provides clarification and courses of action consistently taken or adopted,
Sormally or informally.”s - ALC

These ALC policies include their terms of ‘seasonal’ and “temporary’:

¢+ Temporary —means a use or activity in a facility or area that is established and used on
a limited time basis for agri-tourism activities. If a building or structure is required for
this use, temporary use of the building or structure means a use for agri-tourism for less
than 12 months of the year. The building or structure may be used for other permitted
uses during the course of, or for the remainder of the year.

» Seasonal - means a use or activity in a facility or area for less than 12 months of the
year.4

A-recent 2015 B.C. Supreme Court ruling Heather Hills Farm Society v. Agricultural Land
Commission, addresses the subject of agri-tourism, and in this case whether a particular golf
course and sheep pasture is a permitted agri-tourism use. Interestingly, within the reasons for
judgement that ultimately dismisses the petition; the judge also references what cannot be
described as reasonably temporary, with respect to what is written in the ALR USP Regulation:

{51] The Regulation also requires that an agri-tourism use be temporary and
seasonal. A golf course requires alteration of the land in the form of particular
landscaping, sand traps, water hazards etc. Photographs that were put into
evidence show changes of precisely that kind to the petitioners’ property.
Those changes must remain in place as long as operation of the golf course
continues and cannot reasonably be described as temporary.s

The intent of this proposed Bylaw Standard is to provide greater clarity on what constitutes agri-
tourism, agri-tourism accommmodation, farm retail sales, and the definitions of temporary and
seasonal.

3 ALC. Legislation and Regulation. Last retrieved August 24, 2015 from

hitp://www.ale.gov.be.ca/ale/content. page?id =417 ABOF33494261A5B6CEF2A4F8F206

4 ALC, Policy #4 Activities designated as Farm Use: Agri-tourism Activities in the ALR, 2003. Last retrieved August

24, 2015 from

http:/ /vwww.ale.gov.he.ca/ale/DownloadAsset?assetld=0Ag07EgBs1294 D808675BE2E5D7BADBBEflename=policy
4 agri-tourism_activities.pdf

5 Heather Hills Farm Society v. Agricultural Land Commission, 2015 BCSC 1108
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For farm retail sales, the processing/marketing of off-farm products may not be protected under
the Farm Practices Protection Act unless there are limits prescribed by the Minister under the
Farm Practices Protection Act.® This has implications for farms considering those options.

3.0 Part three — Proposed Set of Criteria

Parl three introduces a set of criteria in which local governments would be encouraged to
consider when developing or amending their own hylaws on agri-tourism, agri-tourism
accommodation and farm retail sales. A rationale is provided for why certain eriteria provisions
should be introduced and a proposed lisi is summarized of criteria and definitions.

Accessory (agri- means that the agri-tourism is subordinate to the active farm

tourism) operation on the same lot. Agri-tourism uses and activities only
augment a farmer’s regular farm income, not exceed or replace
it.

Agri-tourism {s travel that combines agricultural or rural settings with

products of agricultural operations — all within a fourism
experience that is paid for by visitors. It is a tourist activity,
service or facility which is accessory to a farm operation, as
defined in the Farm Practices Protection (Right to Farm} Act,
where the land is classified as a farm under the Assessment Aci;
and, where the farm is in active operation each year.

Off-farm and non- means products that are not from the farm unit of which the

farm products subject property is part.

Regular Seasonal means the occwrtence over the same season(s), or at the same

(agri-fourism) time, each year.

Season (agri- means:

tourism) one of the four periods of the year: spring, surmmer, autumn or
winter;

the period of the year when something that regularly occurs
every year happens; e.g. pumpkin festival before Halloween;
and/or

the period(s) when most people take their holidays, go to visit
places, or take part in an activity outside of work.

Scasonal (agri- means:
tourism) relating to, dependant on, determined by, or characteristic of &

particular season of the year;
fluctuating according to the season; and/or

& For more information, readers may wish to review the September 7, 2011 BC Farm Industry Review Board decision
Muaddalozzo v. Pacfic Coast Fruit Products Ltd Jast retrieved September 8, 2015 from
hitp://wwwz.gov.be.cafassets/gov/business/ natural-resource-industries/agricelture/agriculture-documents/be-
farm-industry-review-board-docs/maddalozze_v_pcfp_dec_sep7_11.pdf

Lrs
!
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available, or used, during one or more seasons, or at specific
times of the year - for less than twelve months of the year.

Small-scale (agri- means to be minor or imited in size, scope, or extent. [Local
tourism) governments could specify amounts.]

Temporary (agri- means having a limited duration, lasting or designed to last for
tourism) only a limited time each week, month, or year. E.g. an activity

oceurs each year at the same time at a nearby festival, or other
event, or only a maximum duration of three days at a time.

3.2 Accessory Farm Activity

Local governments should identify agri-tourism as a permitted accessory use in all zones where
agriculture or farming is a permitted use. Accessory agri-tourism use in the ALR is subordinate
and customarily incidental to the active farm operation on the same lot. Agri-fourism uses
and activities only augment a farmer’s regular farm income, rather than exceed or
replace it.

Table 1. Examples of Agri-Tourism and Farm Incomes

Colummn A" .. ColumnB -
oy Agri-towrism Theome - Farm Income
Entry or participation fees, tour fees Primary agriculteral production income
Fees for tours, services and workshops related to | Value-added operations: processing of own farm
the farm operation products
Retail sales of off~farm or non-farm products Retaii sales of own farm products
Agri-tourism accommodation charges

To be considered accessory, the annual income from agri-tourism [Column A] must be no more
than the annual regular farm income [Column B]. The ALC may allow a larger proportion of
agri-tourism activity on a farm, if the farmer applies for a non-farm use approval.

Examples include a farmer intending to regularly host special events such as commercial

weddings, conferences or an annual music festival. A local government could decide whether to
support those commercial activities in its zoning if it is authorized by the ALC.

3.3 Farm Class
Income from accessory agri-tourism activities is not used to define farm class under the
Assessment Act (Sec 23 and Farm Class Reg. 411/95). Income for the purposes of farm class is

calculated based on the farm gate amounts for qualifying agricultural products and must be
generated in one of two relevant reporting periods (i.e., once every two years).

3.4 Agri-tourism Temporary and Seasonal Use in the ALR

Local governments should regard agri-tourism uses as a temporary and seasonal use. See the
definitions for guidance on defining these terms.

8

Page 11 of 84 AGR-2016-61347P1



-

3.5 Permitied and ALC approval required agri-tourise

] ‘:4.1?'-‘ l:"!!'E. &
AGTIVILEES

Table 2. Tiers of Agri-tourism Activities

parking

+ some overflow could be on
neighbouring farm(s)
provided it’s for infrequent
events, no permanent
alterations to the
agricultural land, and no
resurfacing such as with
gravel or asphalt paving

+ allow for school and tour
buses

+ on-road parking at the
discretion of the local
government or Ministry of
Transportation in Regional
Districts

Tier 1 Tier 2 ]
Activities Permitted Agri-tourism Activities/events that
activities ' require ALC approval
On-farm « educational tours — general Non-farm-uses and comiercial
public, school children entertainment activitics which do
s on-farm marketing, not have an agricultural
including U-pick and component:
pumpkin patches e.g., paint ball course, dirt bike
e temporary corn maze Gr trails, all-terrain vehicles trails,
Christmas tree maze mini-train parks, remote controi
 agricultural heritage events runways, helicopter tours, etc.
¢ ranch or farm tours event and facility rentals
¢ livestock shows concerts, theatre or music
e harvest festivals festivals
e on-farm classes and/or commercial weddings, banquets,
workshops related to the celebrations and any other
farm operation commercial assembly activity
+ farm stays or B&B
« on-farm processing facility
tours
Parking « self-contained, off-road s Off-site overilow parking

that is used on a frequent
basis or that requires
resurfacing

ALC non-farm
use application
approval or local
government

No local government temporary
use or rezoning perinits
required,; outright use is
permitted

ALC non-farm use application
approval

Local government non-
agriculture related activities or

|
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permit s« No ALC non-farm use events may also require a

requirements application approval separate zone or temporary use
permit

* Special local government permits
- per event or per day, or bath

3.6 Agri-fourism Accommodation

Section 3 of the ALR USP Regulation permits accessory accommodation for agri-tourism on a
farm in the ALR, but allows a local government to regulate and/or prohibit the use.

Where accommodation for agri-tourism is allowed by a local government the following
standards are recommended:

» Total developed area for buildings, landscaping and access to the accommodation must
be no more than 5% of the parcel area;
+ Could include a maximum of 10 sleeping units composed of:

* Seasonal campsites, seasonal cabins, or bed-and-breakfast (B+B) bedrooms
(maximum of four) B+B bedrooms per legal parcel is recommended):

¢ Unless ALC consent is received, accommodation must not include cooking
facilities because doing so may result in long term rental housing on farm land;

* Thelocal government could specify the number of persons per unit;

 Should an operator wish to have more than 10 sleeping units, he/she could apply
to the local government and the ALC;

* Onsmaller lots, a local government may wish to set a lower number of allowed
sleeping units;

 The BC Building Code should be the minimum standard applied for sleeping
units such as cabins.

» Should be located close to the front of the lot, or an adjacent side road, and clustered
with the home plate(s) of the farm residence(s). A farmer may wish to vary this location
to minimise impact on his/her farm.

* Depending on the location of the farm, the agri-tourism accommodation may need to be
available during more than one season, or its availability may vary with the seqasons; e.g.,
horseback riding on trails in spring, surnmer, and fall, and cross-country skiing in the
winter.

¢ Occupation of a lot by agri-tourisr accommodation are only permitted to be
temporary, seasonal, and/or regular seasonal, to a maximum stay per person or per
family of 30 consecutive days in any 12 calendar-month period. The ALC may allow
longer occupation if the farmer applies for a non-farm use; local zoning would also have
to allow it.

» Each local government which permits agri-tourism accommodation could develop a
monitoring methodology to ensure the occupation meets the above criteria.

10
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3.7 Other Agri-tourism Criteria
3,74 Off-sireet Loading areas and Parking

Off-strect loading areas may be needed to transfer field products to a market sta nd/shop, and te
the customer’s vehicle. For criteria, sce Part 2 of the “Guide for Bylaw Development in Farming
Areas”.

All vehicles visiting the agri-tourism activities must be parked on site, or as otherwise permitted
by the local government. The parking capacity could be based on the average daily vehicle
aumbers (recommended); local parking bylaws may have a different measure and short term
events with large numbers of people may require different parking standards. Overflow parking
oceurs on public roads should adhere to local bylaws including clearances for emergency
vehicles and farm machinery.

For farm site parking overflow situations, agri-tourism operators should provide alternate
means of transportation, such as shuttles, bicyele parking, or horse corrals and off-site horse
trailer parking areas.

To minimise impacting farm land, parking should be along field edges, adjacent to farm roads,
farm yard areas ncar farm structures.

» The parking and loading area surfaces should maximize infiltration of precipitation to
limit impacting a farm’s ground and surface water; pavement may not be appropriate.

e The depth and type of fill for agri-tourism parking and loading areas should facilitate
possible future reroval e.g., if the agri-tourtsm activity ceases.

3.7.2 Site Layout for Agri-tcurism Activiiies

Site coverage and setbacks for agri-tourism structures must follow the standards for farm
structures provided in Part 2 of the “Guide for Bylaw Development in Farming Areas”.
Agri-tourism facilities should be located to minimize coverage of farm land and minimise

disturbance of the present and potential future operation of the farm, nei ghbouring farms or
nearby urban uses; e.g., close to the road, and/or clustered with other farm structures.

3.7.3 Lights

Floodlights and spotlights for agri-tourism activities should be directed away and/or screened
from adjacent farms and other land uses.

3.7.4 Signage
Fach agri-tourism and farm retail operation, and the farm itself, should be allowed at least one
sign of at least 1.0 square metre. Normally, signs are located at the farm entrance, bul variation

should be allowed for different building and site layouts and to ensure traffic safety. Third-party
signs and lighting of signs should follow local bylaws.

11
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3.7.5 Noise

Loudspeakers and other noise sources associated with the agri-tourism activity could be
regulated with local government noise bylaws.

3.8 Farm Retail Sales and Marketing

For on-farm retail marketing, farmers sell their own farm products, and may sell some off-farm
or non-farm products directly from the farm unit and may require a retail indoor and/or
outdoor sales and display area.

Areas necessary for on-farm retail sales but not calculated as part of the on-farm retail sales area
are:
+ storage space for products awaiting display and/or bulk sales; larger storage areas may
be available in a barn;
an office area for doing sales and farm-related paperwork;
washrooms;
¢ driveways, parking and loading areas; and
* some preparatton space where products are put in packages for display or shipping.

Local governments should not limit retail sales area of a farmer’s own farm products i.e. the
direct farm marketing area. The ALR USP Regulation does not state an upper limit.

Local government regulations must allow for the possibility of a retail sales area for
complementary off-farm or non-farm products. The ALR USP Regulation requires at least 50%
of the total retail sales area be devoted to that farm’s products, and where both farm products
and off-farm or non-farm products being sold, the allowed upper limit of the total of the indoor
and outdoor sales area is 300 square metres. This should be adopted by local governments and
not reduced.

To develop a larger retail sales area, or to sell less than 50% of that farm’s farm products, a
farmer must have both local government and ALC non-farm use application approval.

3.9 Local Government Permits and Fees

Other than the usual permits and fees required for construction, local governments should only
require permits and fees for operations that require a non-farm application to the ALC and
should not require the use of temporary (commercial) use permits.

Local governments should only request reimbursement of extra local government costs

generated by the event or operation; e.g., policing, fire service, road clean-up, and/or traffic
management.

3.10 Commercial Weddings

The use of the ALR for commercial weddings is considered a non-farm use which requires
approval of the ALC. Where a farm has received non-farm use approval from the ALC, the local

1z
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government may require a rezoning or femporary use permit. Temporary use permits are the
preferred method of dealing with this use as the local government can place additional controls
on the use that are not possible through zoning. These requirements could include hours of
operation.

Aol A R T

211 Bistros ang Restaurants

Bistros, cafes and restaurants are considered in most cases non-farm uscs which require non-
farm use approval of the ALC. Under specific criteria in the ALR USP Regulation, however,
winery, brewery, cidery, distillery, and meadery lounges are permitted which do not require
non-farm use approval.

4.0 Ministry Contact Information

Stakeholders are welcome to provide feedback on the content of this discussion by email or
letter.

Email: AgriServiceBC@gov.be.ca

Mailing Address: Ministry of Agriculture, Strengthening Farining Program

1767 Angus Camphell Road
Abbotsford, B.C. Canada V3G 2M3
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Page 16 of 84 AGR-2016-61347P1



Greene, Pauline AGRL:EX

From:

Sent;

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Feedback

Brenna Cairns

AGRIServiceBC AGRLEX

Monday, December 7, 2015 1:24 PM

Bartle, Gregory AGRI:EX

FW.: Review of the Draft Minister's Bylaw Standards on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail
Sales

Itr to Hon.D.Sturko re Minister's Bylaw Standards on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail
Sales.dec.7.2015. pdf

Follow up
Flagged

004 556-3061 | Brenna.Cairns@gov.bc.ca | 1 888-221-7141 | AgriServiceBC@gov.be.ca

From: Nancy Friesen [mailto:NFriesen@abhotsford.ca)

Sent: Monday, December 7, 2015
To: AGRIServiceBC AGRL:EX
Cc: Henry Braun

1:16 PM

Subject: Review of the Draft Minister's Bylaw Standards on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales

Goed afternoon Deputy Ministe

r Sturko:

Attached for your review and consideration is correspondence from Mayor Braun accompanied by Council
Report No. PDS 147-2015 regarding the review of the Draft Minister's Bylaw Standards on Agri-tourism and

Farm Retail Sales.

Please feel free to contact me in order that a mutually convenient time may be arranged to discuss the Draft
Bylaw Standards with Mayor Braun.

With kind regards,

Nancy

Nancy Friesen
Executive Assistant to Mayor
Tel: 604.864.5500 Fax: 504.853.1934

Email; niriesen@abbotsford.ca
: Qe;;m 32315 South Fraser

Yay

ABBOTSFORD Abbotsford. BC V2T W7

www.abbotsford.ca

,[:?ﬂ'o

Ay PHCAL HOS T OF THE
BC'GAMES 2074 PG SUMUER GARMES
nBBOTSFORD Iy h{l}nll“l"\v.!)!(_]

PRI AT

Page 17 of 84 AGR-2016-61347P1



Councillors Councillors

Les Barkman e Moe Gill
Sandy Blue . Dave Loewen

Keily Chahal Patricia Ross

Brenda Falk CITY OF AEEOTSFORD Ross Siemens

Mayor, Henry Braun

December 7, 2015
File: 8520-20/0530-01
Via Post and Email: AgriServiceBC@gov.bc.ca

Honourable Derek Sturko

Ministry of Agriculture

Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the ALR Consultation
PO Box 9120 Stn Prov Govt

Victoria, BC V8W 9B4

Dear Deputy Minister Sturko:

Re: Review of the Draft Minister's Bylaw Standards on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the discussion paper containing Draft Minister's
Bylaw Standards on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales.

The City has completed a review of the discussion paper and Draft Minister's Bylaw Standards.
Feedback is contained in the attached report and was presented to City Council on November 30,
2015. Council directed staff to forward the report to the Ministry of Agriculture (the Ministry), and to
arrange a meeting for you and | to discuss the Draft Bylaw Standards.

It is Council’s position that the discussion paper is well intended as greater clarity in the regulations for
agri-tourism and farm retail sales is needed to allow agri-tourism activity to occur while maintaining the
averal integrity of the farming operation. However, we have a number of concerns with the proposed

regulations and the timing of the review.

As the City of Abbotsford is one of four communities regulated under Section 918 of the Local
Government Act, and expected to amend our bylaws to be consistent with the Minister's Bylaw
Standards, we would ask that you afford us the time to meet with you to share our concerns and invite
the Ministry to participate in our Agricultural Lands Review project taking place over the next 12 to 18
months. This project is infended to study agricultural trends and practices with a deliverable of clear
and concise policies in the Official Community Plan that align with new and updated regulations
contained in the Zoning Bylaw, including agri-tourism and farm retail sales.

Mayor's Office 32315 South Fraser Way, Abbotsford BC V2T 1W7 Tel: 604-864-58%5 1818 L MERAUEH1347P1



Deputy Minister Sturko 2

Becember 7, 2015

Thank you again for your consideration, and | lock forward to meeting with you on December 16" in
Langley,

Yours truly,

Henry Braun -

Mayor
Encl.

C.

Honourable Mike de Jong, Minister of Finance and MLA Abbotsford West
Simon Gibson, MLA Abbotsford — Mission

Darryl Plecas, MLA Abbotsford South

George Murray, City Manager

Council Members
Siri Bertelsen, General Manager, Planning and Development Services
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A.M COUNCIL REPORT
ABBOTSFORD

Report No. PDS 147-2015 Executive Committee
November 16, 2015
File No:  6520-20

To: Mayor and Council

From: Amy Anaka, Planner

Subject:  Review of the Draft Minister's Bylaw Standards on Agri-tourism and Farm
Retail Sales

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. THAT Council direct staff to forward Report No. PDS 147-2015, dated November 16,
2015 from the Planner, to the Ministry of Agriculture for feedback on the Draft
Minister’s Bylaw Standards on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales; and

2. THAT Council direct staff to arrange a meeting between the Mayor and the Deputy
Minister of Agriculture to discuss the Draft Minister's Bylaw Standards on Agri-
tourism and Farm Retail Sales.

SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE

City staff, the Senior Management Team, and the Agriculiure, Dyking, Drainage and
Irrigation Advisory Committee have completed a detailed review (Attachment A) of the
Ministry of Agriculture’s discussion paper that contains proposed Minister's Bylaw
Standards on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales {Attachment B).

BACKGROUND

According to the Ministry of Agriculture (the Ministry), farmers throughout BC are iooking
for options to increase the economic viability of their farms by including agri-tourism,
agri-tourism accommedation, and farm retail sales. These uses have become more
prominent in recent years resulting in some local governments amending their bylaws to
accommodate these uses. This process underlines the conflicts between varying
municipal, Ministry and Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) bylaws and regulation.

The Ministry of Agriculture Strengthening Farming Program, Innovation and Adaptation
Branch has prepared a discussion paper that contains proposed Minister's Bylaw
Standards on agri-tourism and farm retall sales, to assist local governments when they
prepare bylaws relating to agri-tourism, agri-tourism accommodation and farm reftaii
sales in the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR).

On October 6, 2015 the Ministry sent the discussion paper to all BC Mayors, with a
request for local governments to review and provide feedback by November 30, 2015.
Ministry staff approved an extension for the City of Abbotsford to provide feedback on
December 1, 2015, following the November 30, 2015 Executive Committee meeting.
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The discussion paper was prepared following the Minisiry's consultation in 2014 on the
ALR Use, Subdivision and Procedure (ALR USP} Regulation of the Agricultural Land
Commission Act. According to the Ministry, the purpose of the discussion paper is {o
provide greater clarity on what constitutes agri-tourism, agri-tourism accommodation and
farm retail sales, and provide guidance for local governments to address issues relaled
to agri-tourism and farm retail sales.

Following consultation with stakeholders and approval by the Minister, the bylaw criteria
will become a Minister's Bylaw Standard and incorporated in the “Guide for Bylaw
Development in Farming Areas” fo assist local governments when preparing and
amending bylaws affecting farming areas.

As stated by Ministry staff, all local governments are encouraged {o incorporate these
Minister's Bylaw Standards into their bylaws, while communities regulated under Section
918 of the Local Government Act are expected to amend their bylaws to be consistent
with and utilize all Minister's Bylaw Standards. Abbotsford is one of four regulated
communities, along with the Township of Langley, City of Kelowna and Corporation of
Delta.

The Ministry has initiated Minister's Bylaw Standards in the past for three significant
agricuitural issues which have been approved by the Minister, and include:

» Regulating Medical Marihuana Production Facilities in the ALR (2014)

e Combined Heat and Power Generation at Greenhouses in the ALR {2013)

« Siting and Size of Residential Uses in the ALR {2011}

This will be the fourth Bylaw Standard by which the City must adhere to.

City staff have completed a review of the Draft Bylaw Standards through consuliation
with the Senior Management Team on November 3, 2015, the Agriculture, Dyking,
Drainage and lrrigation Advisory Committee on November 18, 2015, and also referred it
to the City's Economic Development team. The following includes a summary of the
feedback received, while 2 more in depth analysis of the proposed Bylaw Standards is
included in Attachment A.

DISCUSSION
Discussion Paper Summary

The discussion paper includes detailed definitions and criteria to assist local
governments in regulating their agri-tourism, agri-tourism accommodation and farm retail
sales bylaws.

As outlined in the discussion paper, “the purpcses of establishing land use regulation
criteria to address local government concerns regarding agri-fourism and farm retail
sales are 1o
1. Establish a Minister's Bylaw Standard that provides flexibility for local
governments to shape agri-tourism activity in their community while ensuring that
agriculiure in the ALR continues as a priority use;
2. Address the needs of the agriculture sectorfindustry to supplement farming
income, '
3. Minimize the impact of agri-tourism and retail sales on farm practices and
farming potential in farming areas;
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4. Minimize loss and/or fragmentation of farmiand due to agri-tourism and retail
sales uses;

5. Reduce the financial imbalance that results from large scale commercial
operations locating inexpensively in the ALR and ocutcompeting those that have
located in appropriate commercial zones; and

6. Minimize the risk of agri-tourism and farm retail sales buildings and structures
being used for non-farm purposes.”

Part three of the discussion paper introduces a proposed set of criteria in which Jocal
governments are encouraged to consider when developing or amending their bylaws.
The proposed set of criteria include:

* Definitions of various terms

» Examples of permitted and ALC approval required activities

» Agri-tourism accommodation standards

» Design standards (for parking, site tayout, tighting, signage and noise)

+ Provisions for calculating area of farm retail sales

Findings

Staff is of the opinion that the discussion paper prepared by the Ministry of Agriculture is
well intended as greater clarity in the regulations for agri-tourism and farm retail sales is
needed to allow agri-tourism activity to occur while maintaining the overall integrity of the
farming operation. However, staff have a number of concerns with the proposed
regulations and the timing of the review.

The following findings summarize feedback on the discussion paper from City staff, the
Senior Management Team, and the Agriculture, Dyking, Drainage and Irrigation Advisory
Committee. Refer to Attachment A for a more in depth analysis of the findings.

1. Provides Opportunities for Supplemental Income
Agri-tourism is a growing industry that enables a farmer to supplement their
farming income and it gives the public access and educational opportunities
relating to agriculture. Agri-tourism and farm retail sales are important
components to the farming industry and should be supported within a set of
regulations specific to Abbotsford's farming community.

2. Creates Inconsistent & Conflicting Regulations
The proposed Bylaw Standards create inconsistent and conflicting regutations
within the Bylaw Standard itself and with the ALC regulations. Attachment A
outlines a high level compare and contrast of the proposed Bylaw Standards, the
ALC regulations and City of Abbotsford regulations. It is staffs position that
inconsistent regulations between the Ministry and the ALC leaves the City
without clear direction.

3. Limits Council’s Decision Making

Communities regulated under Section 918 of the focal Government Act are
expected to amend their bylaws to be consistent with the Minister's Bylaw
Standards. Abboisford is one of four regulated communities, along with the
Township of Langley, City of Kelowna and the Corporation of Delia. As a result,
the City is required to comply with the Bylaw Standards when they are adopted
by the Minister. This approach limits Council's ability to make Jand use decisions
that may be most appropriate for Abbotsford.

Page 22 of 84 AGR-2016-61347P1



Report No. PDS 147-2015 Page 4 of 5

4. Lacks Monitoring & Enforcement Resources

Much of what is outlined within the proposed Bylaw Standard requires an
increase in staffing and resources to monitor and enforce. For example, the
proposed Bylaw Standard outlines that “Agri-tourism uses and activities only
augment a farmer’s regular famm income, not exceed or replace {.” This will
require on-going monitoring to ensure the agri-tourism remains in compliance.
The discussion paper makes no reference to this being monitored or enforced by
the Ministry or the ALC, meaning it will, by default, become a matter for the City
to manage. It is unrealistic for the Ministry and the ALC to expect the City to have
the resources to manage their regulations, and for 1he City to qualify and enforce
how much income is earned.

5. Reviewed in Isolation of Broader Agricuitural Issues
The City is embarking on an inter-departmental and inter-governmental planning
process for a project called the Agricuitural Lands Review. The purpose of the
project is to undertake a critical review of the current agriculturai bylaws, policies
and regulations for land in the ALR and establish a framework for on-going bylaw
compliance.

This planning process is structured to have each component fit into the broader
planning framework with a deliverable of clear and concise policies in the Officiat
Community Plan that align with new and updated regulations contained in the
Zoning Bylaw. It is the recommendation of staff that the Ministry of Agriculture not
proceed with the Bylaw Standard at this time and instead participate in the
Agricultural Lands Review to study the broader agricultural trends and practices
with an outcome of new agri-tourism regulations, amongst other relevant

regulation updates.
FINANCIAL PLAN IMPLICATION

Staff do not anticipate any Financial Plan implications as part of reviewing the Draft
Minister's Bylaw Standards, however, if the Bylaw Standards are implemenied by the
Ministry of Agriculture there could be Financial Plan implications.

N :
_Lisa Pleadwell
Chief Financial Officer

IMPACTS ON COUNCIL POLICIES, STRATEGIC PLAN AND/OR COUNCIL
DIRECTION

Communities regulated under Section 918 of the Local Government Act are expected to
amend their bylaws to be consistent with the Minister's Bylaw Standards. Abbotsford is
one of four regulated communities, along with the Township of Langiey, City of Kelowna
and the Corporation of Delta. As a result, the City is required to comply with the Bylaw
Standards when they are adopted by the Minister.
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SUBSTANTIATION OF RECOMMENDATION

The Ministry of Agriculture has prepared a discussion paper that contains proposed
Minister's Bylaw Standards on agri-tourism and farm retail sales, to assist local
governments when they prepare bylaws relaling to agri-tourism, agri-tourism
accommodation and farm retail sales in the Agricultural Land Reserve. The Ministry has
requested that local governments review this discussion paper and provide feedback.
This report and attachments outline feedback received on the Draft Bylaw Standards
through consultation with the Senior Management Team, Agriculture, Dyking, Drainage
and Irrigation Advisory Committee, and Economic Development.

c:jzfm_%%&?%d SR
~Preparedby: B Department Head Approval:

Amy Anaka, MCIP, RPP Siri Bertelsen
Planner General Manager, Planning and
Development Services

ReViewed by- ~
Mark Neill, MCIP, RPP
Director, Community Planning

Attachment A:  City of Abbotsford Feedback on Minister's Bylaw Standards
Attachment B:  Draft Minister's Bylaw Standards on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales
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Attachment A: City of Abbotsford Feedback on Minister's Bylaw Standards

The following fwo tables provide a comparison of the proposed Ministry of Agriculture's (MOA)
regulations for agri-tourism and farm retail sales, as compared to current regulations for the
Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) and City of Abbotsford {COA).

The v/ check and i symbols show how the current ALC and COA regulations align with or
defer from the proposed MOA regulations. This is intended to reflect a high level analysis as
various provisions may have subtle differences that are not shown in the fables.

PROPOSED REGLULATIONS RR X s
Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) q .0
DEFINITIONS
R —-— less prescrptive and most less prescriptive and aligned
Agri-tourism averly prescriptive v aligned with COA v with ALC
Accessory subordinate to active farm v+ BCcessory s stated in agri- - accessory is implied in agri-
agri-tourism operation on sama lot “* tourism definition /v tourism definition
Seasonal less than 12 manths/year V' less than 12 months/year v/ @total of 10 months
Tempora requlale as lime duration \, regulate as nurnber of moenths/ .. requlate as number of months/
porary ie. year/month/day v year (<12) 4 year {10} i
USES
agri-tounism income must .
Intensity of use be lesser than annual farm j+ Must ba accl:ssory o land 37 maximum 300 m?
income | assessed as farm
i
Agri-tourism meximum 10 sleeping units maximum 10 sleeping units sr i
accommadation maximum 30 day stayfyear | V' maximum 30 day stay/year 4. no regulations
DESIGN -

. located along edges " . : ;
Parking may be pav egd e /. noregulations ¢+ number required bl no design
Lighting g;:::;eﬁ away from other ;7 no regulations 37 noregulations

j

PAOFOSED REGULATIONS
Ministry of Agriculture (MOA)
|FARM RETAIL SALES
] 1
I, Area provisions tor calculating area I ¥ maximum 300 m? ! Y maximum 300 m?
COMMERICAL WEDDINGS
Non-farm use non-fann use equired " non-fanm use required v non-farm use required
Temporary use Le:{gﬂfdry use permit ¥ no regulations ¥ rezoning required
RESTAURANTS
Non-farm use non-farm use required + non-farm use regquired e :;;u::é? use & rozoning
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The following table outlines City feedback on the proposed Minister's Bylaw Standards.

[Sorer

elating to Praposed Ministry of Agricuiture Regulations

Provides opportunitiéé fbr.
supplemental income

Agri-Tourism is a growing induslry that enables a farmer to
supplement their farming income and it gives the public access and
educational opportunities relating to agriculture. Agri-tourism and
farm retail sales are important components to the farming industry
and shouid be supported within a set of regulations specific to
Abbotsford's farming community.

Creates inconsistent and
conflicting regulations

The proposed Bylaw Standards create inconsistent and conflicting
regulations within the Bylaw Standard itself and with the Agricultural
Land Commission {ALC) regulations. It is staff's posifion that
inconsistent regulations between the Ministry and the ALC leaves
the City without clear direction.

Confusing generai language
and/or messaging

Many confusing and awkwardly worded sentences. Section 2.1,
second paragraph, second line, states “one of the questions
asked", but the sentence does not proceed to relay the question.
The order is wrong with the intention of what the Bylaw Standard
will do. Section 2.1, third paragraph, the standard should first and
foremost, “maintain the flexibility required by focal government
decision making in balance with stakeholder concemns, etc.” as
opposed to firstly "bafancing stakeholder interests”

Limits Council’s decision
making

Communities regulated under Section 918 of the Local Government
Act are expected to amend their bylaws to be consistent with the
Minister's Bylaw Standards. Abbotsford is one of four regulated
communities and required to comply with the Bylaw Standards
when they are adopted by the Minister. This approach limits
Council’s ability to make land use decisions that may be most
appropriate for Abbotsford.

Reluctance to recognize and
respect jocal government
authority

Section 3.7.1, last sentence, second paragraph, “Overflow parking
oceurs on public roads should adhere”. Change the "should” to
‘must”. This type of staterment creates expectations by the farmer
and ties the hands of local government, A similar statement is in
3.7.4 Signage.

Seems as if the Ministry is giving local government permission as
opposed to respecting the authority granted under local
government legisiation. If local government has authority to prohibit,
Il.e. Section 3.7.5, nolse from ioudspeakers is within local authority
to regulate, but the document says "could be requiated”.

Reviewed in isclation of
broader agricultural issues

The City is embarking on an inter-departmental and inter-
governmental planning process for a project called the Agricultural
Lands Review. The purpose of the project is to undertake z critical
review of the current agricultural bylaws, policies and regulations
for land in the ALR and establish a framework for on-going bylaw
compliance.

This planning process is structured to have each component fit into
the broader planning framework with a deliverable of clear and
concise poficies in the Official Community Plan that align with new
and updated regulations contained in the Zoning Bylaw. It is the
recommendation of staff that the Ministry of Agriculture not proceed
with the Bylaw Standard at this time and instead participate in the
Agricultural Lands Review to study the broader agricultural trends
and practices with an outcome of new agri-fourism regulations,
amongst other relevant regulation updates.
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Lacks menitoring and » Much of what is outlined within the proposed Byiaw Standard

enfercement resources requires an increase in staffing and resources to monitor and
enforce.

» “Agri-fourism uses and activities only augment a farmer's regular
farm income, not exceed or repiace it.” This will require on-going
monitoring to ensure the agri-tourism remains in compliance. The
discussion paper makes no reference to this being manitored or
enforced by the Ministry or the ALC, meaning it will, by default,
become a malter for the City to manage. It is unrealistic for the
Ministry and the ALC to expect the City to have the resources to
manage their regulations, and for the City to qualify and enforce
how much income is earned.

+ The standards must be structured in such a manner that enables
enforcement, e.g. Page 10 second last bullet — "to a maximum stay
per person or per family of 30 consecutive days”. is this realistic to
enforce, and how will the 30 days be tracked?

» Bylaw Standard enables agri-tourism accommodation as a
permitted use to a maximum of 10 sleeping units and that “each
local government which permit agri-fourism accommodation could
develop a moniforing methodology”. The Ministry should develop a
standardized monitoring methodology and provide resources to
enforce.

» Section 3.9, Local Government Permits and Fees, if local
government is ultimately the enforcement authority, then if the
activity is not registered, how can it be enforced?

s “On-farm retail sales represent at least 50% of total retaif sales.”
Who is responsible for ensuring the correct ratio of on-farm and off-
farm products?

ROETIHOT:,
Missing and/or confusing « Are italics used for wordsfterms defined in legislation or regulation?
definitions Definition of “farm unit” is missing in the referenced legislation and

regulations.

» Refers lo, and in some cases, paraphrases definitions that are not
accurate quotes from the legislation and regulations. Section 2.2,
introductory paragraph is awkwardly stated and then proceeds to
add definitions. What is the intent of these additions? Are they
intended to expand on the definition of “farm operation” as defined
under the Farm Practices Protection Act? They are nol consistent
with the Proposed Definitions in Section 3.1.

Accessory (agri-tourism) s s this definition needed as it is clearly defined in “agri-tourism” that
this is a servige or facility which is inherently accessory to a farm
operation as defined in the Farm Practices Frotection Act? Agri-
tourism is subordinate to the active farm operation on the same lot.

¢ ALC and the City do not currentty define accessory as it is stated in
ALC agri-tourism definition and implied in City agri-tourism
definition.

Agri-tourism « This definition could be enhanced with reference to not only
“travel”, but also agricultural destinations.

» While current City regulation defines “agri-tourism” as a tourist
activity, service or facility accessory to land that is classified as a
farm under the Assessment Act, it is categorized as a Principle Use
within the A1, A2 and A3 zones with the understanding that it is
accessory if the use is {as noted in the definition} temporary and
seasonal and promotes or markets farm products grown, etc.

Agri-tourism s A definition is recommended fo be developed as it would augment
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accommodation (no definition a definition for "agri-tourism” by incorporating wording/guidance for

included) accormmodation, with a range from small-scale bed and breakfast
operaticns to |arger hotel-format operations.

» Current City regulation includes a definition for “agri-tourism® that
excludes accommodation.

Season (agri-tourism) There are duplications without cross-referencing definitions:

» “The period of the year when something regularly occurs...”
Examples used seem to point to “Regular Seascnal”. :

» "The period(s) when most people take their holidays” is unusable
from an enforcement perspective.

Small-scale (agri-tourism) » “Local govermnment could specify amounts.” If as stated in Section

1.4 "Review and compare local government reguiations and

policies”, why are ranges not included fo provide guidance?

Temporary (agri-tourism} = “Occurs each year at the same time” is the same as "Regular
Seasonal”,
Commerciat weddings » Definition is missing.
= Bylaw Standard clearly states if's not included in agri-tourism.
Accessory Farm Activity = 'Local governments should identify agri-tourism as a permitted

accessory use in all zones where agriculture or farming is a
permitted use.” Agri-tourism use may be too broad to apply across
all zones permitting agriculture, however the use can be limited
within specific zones.

Farm Class + Whatis the relevance of Section 3.3 to local government regulation
of these activities?

Agri-tourism temporary and | «  As with “smal/-scale”, the range of possible parcel sizes within
seasconal use in the ALR agriculture areas is highly variable. The standard is to apply to all
agricultural areas, but what if the agriculture area has a minimum
parcel size of 2 hectares, should the scale of agri-tourism activities
be considered or even some types of activities prohibited if the
intent is to preserve the integrity of the land for food production?
ALC non-farm use » Can local government regulatory authority take priority over ALC
application approval approval in these situations, i.e. if it is not in the local community
interest to approve the non-farm use, will the ALC simply accept
local government decision or will the ALC potentially over-rule local

government?
Agri-tourism » Section 3.6, the standards should enable local government to make
accommodation (size its own reguiations below a pre-established parcel size minimum. it
requirements) is not reasonable to apply the guidelines equally on a 2 hectare

versus a 20 hectare property with respect to some of the items
listed in this section,
Farm Retail Sales o Provides clarity on calculating area.

IDESIGNY

+ Bylaw Standards provide clarity but should respect tocal
government authority to regulate, ie. Section 3.7.5 “Loudspeakers
and other noise sources associated with the agri-tourism activity
could be regulated with local government noise bylaws”. Ensure the
use of ‘must” instead of "shoufd” in Bylaw Standards.
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Greene, Pauline AGRI:EX

From: AGRiServiceBC AGRIEX

Sent: Monday, November 30, 2015 1:07 PM

Ta: Bartle, Gregory AGREEX

Subject: FW: City of Kelowna Comments on the Discussion Paper on Farm Retail Sales and Agri-
tourism

Attachments: City of Kelowna - Farm Retail Sales and Agritourism Discussion Paper Response.pdf;

Post-Meeting Minutes - Agricultural Advisory Committee_Nov12_2015 - Min Ag
Discussion Paper.pdf

readback

Brenna Cairns
604 556-3061 | Brenna.Cairns@gov.bcca |1888-221-7141 | AgriServiceBC@gov.be.ca

From: Melanie Steppuhn [mailto:MSteppubn@kefowna.cal

Sent: Monday, November 30, 2015 12:01 PM

To: AGRIServiceBC AGRI:EX

Cc: Bartle, Gregory AGRIEX; Collins, Martin J ALC:EX

Subject: City of Kelowna Comments on the Discussion Paper on Farm Retail Sales and Agri-tourism

Dear Sir/Madame,

Please find attached the City of Kelowna comments to the Proposed Minister's Bylaw Standards Regulating Agri-tourism
and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural Land Reserve {Sept. 14, 2015).

Also attached is the City of Kelowna’s Agriculture Advisory Committee Discussion and Response, per their meeting of
November 12, 2015,

Please let me know if you have any guestions.

Best regards,

Melanie Steppuhn, BES, BCLA

Land Use Planner

Suburban & Rural Planning | City of Kelowna
250-469-8586 | msteppuhn@kelowna.ca
Connect with the City kelowna.ca/connect

Huave City news delivered straight to your inbox: e-Subscribe

Jtoin the conversation: "Bk
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Greene, Pauline AGRLEX

From: AGRIServiceBC AGRLEX

Sent: Woednesday, January 20, 2016 4:02 PM

To: Bartle, Gregory AGRLIEX

Cc: AGRIServiceBC AGRIEX

Subject: FW: Kelowna City Council Feadback- Proposed Minister's Bylaw Standards
Attachments: City of Kelowna - Farm Retail Sales and Agritourism Discussion Paper Res....pdf; Post-

Meeting Minutes - Agricultural Advisory Committee_Nov12_2015 - Min...pdf

Feedback

Brenna Cairns
604 556-3061 | Brenna.Cairns@gov.be.ca | 1888-221-7141 | AgriServiceBC@gov.be.ca

From: Todd Cashin [mailto:tcashin@ielowna.ca)

Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2016 3:23 PM

To: AGRIServiceBC AGREEX

Cc: Bartle, Gregory AGRI:EX; Melanie Steppuhn; Todd Cashin

Subject: Kelowna City Council Feedback- Proposed Minister’s Byiaw Standards

Dear Sir/Madarme,

In addition to the November 30™ submission from the City of Kelowna that included comments from both City staff and
Kelowna's Agriculture Advisory Committee (see attached), please find below the City Council Resolution from the
January 18" meeting:

THAT Council receives, for information, the Report from the Planner Specialist dated January 18, 2016 regarding the
Discussion Paper and Proposed Minister’s Bylaw Standards — Regulating Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the
Agricultural Land Reserve dated September 14, 2015;

AND THAT Council endorses the City staff response to the Discussion Paper as attached as Appendix C to the Report
from the Planner Specialist dated January 18, 2016 regarding Discussion Paper and Proposed Minister's Bylaw Standards
— Regulating Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural Land Reserve dated September 14, 2015;

AND FURTHER THAT Council provides the following supplemental comments to the Ministry of Agriculture:

{1) Additional enforcement is welcome and required in Kelowna. Council is encouraged by the recent steps
taken in this regard;

{2) An overall review of the role and function of the ALR in BC in a current context is needed, including a review
of historical mapping errors and omissions; and

(3) A review of fees and taxes applicable to farms in BC is required. The tax avoidance model in Kelowna is
prominent and ALC support is essentiai in this review.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions.
Best regards,

Todd Cashin, Manager/Deputy Approving Officer

Suburban & Rural Planning

Tel: 250 469-8470
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City of Kelowna 1435 Water Street, Kelowna, BC V1Y 14 kelowne.cafenviioningrd

Have City news delivered straight to your inbox: g-Subscribe

loin the conversation:  tdJ
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MEMO

Date: November 30, 2015
To: Greg Bartle - Ministry of Agriculture
From: Community Planning (MS)

Comments on the Discussion Paper and Proposed Minister’s Bylaw Standards

Subject: Regulating Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural Land Reserve

This memo provides comments and recommendations for changes to the Discussion Paper and
Proposed Minister’s Bylaw Standards Regulating Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the
Agricultural Land Reserve (Sept. 14, 2015) (the Discussion Paper).

City staff has reviewed the Discussion Paper and prepared comments and recommendations. The
paper was distributed and presented to the City of Kelowna Agricuttural Advisory Committee on
October 8, 2015. The AAC had one month to review and prepare comments. These comments are
summarized in this memo.

1.0  Community Planning

Generally, staff is in agreement with the proposed Bylaw Standards outlined in the Discussion
Paper. Such standards will provide clarity for local governments and applicants alike with respect
to proposals for agri-tourism and farm retail sales within the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). We
have some specific comments and recommendations, outlined below.

Agri-tourist Accornmodation

1. Recreation Vehicle Accommodation - Sewer and Water Hook-ups. Ability to Prohibit
direct hook-ups to sewer and water. The risk for this type of accommodation to become
low rent housing is high when sewer and water are directly connected. Water and Sani-
Dump should be available at a common facility. This will help ensure, by design, the
temporary and seasonal nature of RV sites, Enforcement for the ‘temporary’ and
‘seasonal’ nature of these facitities is difficult and time consuming for local governments.

2. %illas’ or ‘Cabins’ - No Kitchens - Ability to Prohibit kitchens in ‘villas’ or *cabins’
‘sleeping units’. The risk of these to be repurposed for rental housing is very high, with
bylaw enforcement difficult and time consuming. The ability to restrict kitchens in these
units will help, by design, regulated these as temporary and seasonal.

3. ‘Accessory Use’, Where ‘farm income’ must exceed ‘agri-tourist accommodation’
income, require an annual Statutory Declaration each year upon renewal of Business
License, stating that farm income is greater than agri-tourist accommodation income.
Where agri-tourist accommodation income exceeds farm income, a Non-Farm Use
Application can be made.
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Page 2

4. Agri-tourist accommodation Footprint / Site Coverage. Agri-tourist accommodation -
include area in maximum site coverage for Farm Residential Footprint (0.2 ha maximurm}.
Include all accessory uses, including bathroom facilities and parking in the maximum area.

5. Business License. Require a list of guests / license plates and dates of stay, prior to
Business License renewal each year, to document the temporary and seasonal nature of
the agri-tourism accommodation.

Weddings and Special Events, Bistros and Restaurants

We agree with table outlining farm / permitted uses verses Non-Farm Uses. This is a helpful teol
to determine when a Non-Farm Use Application is required.

1. Weddings / Special Events. Outline parameters of weddings / commercial assembly
functions at wineries / cideries and distilleries.

2. Restrict Additional Buildings, Stipulate maximum areas for structures and facilities, (e.g.
125 m2 inside and 125m2 outside, and parking to accommedate this number plus staff
only). This should include maximum size for kitchens, office space, washroom facilities as
well as seating area.

3. Shuttle Bus Service. Require {or encourage)} the venue to provide shuttle bus service, in
lieu of providing more parking. This is important for specific events open to the public
{e.g. craft fairs, music events).

4. Site Coverage for Parking and Driveways. Outline maximum areas or site coverage area
for parking, bus turnarounds, and driveways. This should be able to accommodate the 125
m2 maximum inside and 125 m2 outside, and buses. Requests for parking over and above
this amount should require a Non-Farm Use Application.

5. Gravel for Parking / Driveways. Reguire that parking, driveways and turnarounds for
Farm Retail Sales, and wineries, cideries, distilleries and farm retail sales are gravel.

6. Farm Sales Footprint. Farm retail sales, wineries, cideries, and distilleries should have a
maximum footprint size, similar to a farm residential footprint, and be close to the road,

Melanie Stegbyhn AL

Reviewed by: W Todd Cashin, Suburban and Rural Manhager

Attachments:
Agricuttural Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes - November 9, 2015 (Comments included)

c. Martin Collins - ALC
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City of
Kelowna
Agricultural Advisory Committee
Minutes
Date: Thursday, November 12, 2015
Location: Council Chamber

City Hall, 1435 Water Street

Committee Members Domenic Rampone, Ed Schiller, Jeff Ricketts (Alternate), John
Present: Janmaat, Keith Duhaime, Pete Spencer, Yvonne Herbison, Jill
Worboys {Interior Health) '

Committee Members Tarsem Goraya and f(=e.w'n Daniels (Alternate)
Absent:

Staff Present Urban & Rural Planning Manager, Todd Cashin; Planner, Melanie
Steppuhn and Legislative Systems Coordinator, Sandi Horning

(* denotes partial attendance)

1. Call to Order
The Chair called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.

Opening remarks by the Chair regarding conduct of the meeting were read. The Chair
reviewed the Terms of Reference for the Committee.

(Other i'i;;ems deleted for this response to Ministry of Agriculture for the Discussion
Paper, below). -

5. 0Qld Business

5.1 Ministry of :Agriculture - Discussion Paper on Agri-tourist Accommodation
and Farm Retail Sales

Staff; o

- Displayed a PowerPoint presentation summarizing the Minister's Bylaw Standards on Agri-
tourist accommodation and farm retail sales.

- Provided an overview of the discussion paper.

AAC Discussion:
- The Ministry needs to develop a way to audit agri-tourist accommodation and create some

sort of auditing process
- It was suggested that business license fee should be increased to cover the cost of

enforcement.
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- Experience has shown that the people that are operating the RV sites are not necessarily
farming the land resulting in a further deterioration of agriculture.
The Ministry needs to find ways to encourage young farmers.

Staff:
- Provided clarification with respect to ALC enforcement and City enfarcement.

AAC Discussion:

- Noted that there are issues with respect to monitoring/enforcement on agricultural
property and the Ministry needs to deal with the issue.
The Ministry needs to ensure that agri-tourism is truly supplemental to farming,
specifically RV parks, and should tie agri-tourism activity directly to farming.

- Agri-tourism should be tourism that invelves agriculture.

- The Ministry needs to find ways to ensure that the resources are adequate to enforce
regulations. _

- Suggested a business license fee or some sort of tax that would be allocated to
enforcement. The ALC should maybe be charging a fee for non-farm uses as well as
establish an audit process.
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CITY OF CHILLIWACK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

Dacember 17, 2015

Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the ALR Constlitation
Ministry of Agricuiture

PO Box 9120 Stn Prov Govt

Victoria, BC V8W 9B4

To Whom it May Concern:

Re: Proposed Minister's Bylaw Standards on Regulating Agri-tourism and Farm Retail
Sales

Thank you for providing the proposed Minister's Bylaw Standard on Regulating Agri-tourism and
Farm Retait Sales in the Agricultural Land Reserve for input so that the City of Chilliwack’s (City)
comments may be incorporated into the discussion paper to be sent to Ministry Executive and
Minister Letnick for final approval.

The City is committed to its agricultural roofs and one of the key goals of the 2040 Official
Community Plan is to strengthen agricuiture and includes policy to work with the Agricultural
lL.and Commission, provincial and other agencies and industry stakeholders to implement and
monitor the Agricultural Area Pian (AAP) and to address issues facing the agricultural
community. The City's AAP recognizes a need to support the efforts of local farmers to market
their products and services in the local market and inciudes a policy to support the efforts of
local farmers to increase agri-tourism activities that are consistent with those approved by the
Agricultural Land Commission,

Given the significance and potential impact of the discussion paper and proposed Minister’s
Bytaw standards for Chilliwack’s local farmers, Council referred the matter to the Agricuiturat
Advisory Committee (AAC), a select committes of Council that provides advice on matters
relating to agriculiure, agri-business and agri-tourism in the City. [n reviewing the Ministry's
discussion paper and proposed Minister's Bylaw standards, the AAC considered its terms of
reference and the aims and objectives of the City’s AAP in making a recommendation to
Council.

8550 Young Rcad, Chilliwack, British Columbia V2P 8A4
Phone: 604.793.2900  www.chilliwack.com Page 36 of 84 AGR-2016-61347P1



Litter to Ministry of Agriculture RE. Agri-tourism and Farm Retait Sales Page 2

At their meeting on December 10, 2015, the AAC received delegations from Frank L.eonard,
Chair of the ALC, and Ann Soutar-Britton, BC Agri-tourism Farmers Association, concerning the
discussion paper and reviewed the proposed Minister's Bylaw standards. AAC members
reviewed the information presented and unanimously passed the following resolution:

That the Agricultural Advisory Commiftee suppoiis the efforts of local farmers to
increase agri-tourism activities that result in no net loss fo agriculture and the
two-tier approach to agri-tourism, as per the Ministry of Agricultire’s Discussion

_ Paper and Proposed Minister's Bylaw Standards "Reguilating Agri-fourism and
Farm Retaif Sales in the Agricultural L.and Reserve”; however, the Commillee is
not supportive of the proposed income-based approach to determining accessory
farm activity. The Committee recommends that Council request the Ministry of
Agriculture extend the consuitation period to March 31, 2016 and reconsider how
accessory farm activily is defermined.

At their meeting held December 15, 2015, Councii for the City of Chilliwack unanimousiy
supported the AAC's recommendation, agreeing that adequate time and industry/stakeholder
input was not provided and that further review and consideration as to how accessory farm
activity is determined. Council and the AAC certainly support the objectives of the review, but
the agri-tourism income percentage method seemed to be a bit rigid for certain situations, and
we are hoping that we can have a bit more time to come up with alternative suggestions that
meet the goal of protecting farmland, but allows non-guota based farms to be able to offer agri-
tourism activities while still preserving farmland.

The City of Chilliwack agrees that there is a need to provide greater clarity in guidance and
assistance with local government bylaw development regarding agri-tourism, agri-tourism
accommodation and farm retail sales and appreciates the opportunity to be part of the
discussion in creating a set of bylaw standards that address this matter while supporting the
goals and objectives of the 2040 Official Community Plan and Agricultural Area Pian. Once the
bylaw standards have been finalized by Minister Letnick, the City will undertake a review its
current policies and regulations with respect to regulating agri-tourism and farm retail sales in
the Agricultural Land Reserve to ensure consistency.

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding the above, please contact David Blain,
Director of Planning & Engineering, at 604,793.2906 or blain@chilliwack.com.

Regards,

Sharon Gaetz
Mavor

£
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Ministry of Agriculture
BRIEFING NOTE FOR MINISTER FOR DECISION

Ref: 181385 Datc: June 5, 2015

Issue: Establishment of Minister’s Bylaw Standard on Agri-Tourism and Farm Retail Sates
Background:

Under the Ilarm Practices Protection (Right to Farm) Act, the Minister has the ability 1o establish
standards under section 916 of the Local Government Act to guide local government bylaw development.
[.ocal government staff find the standards useful in the development of bylaws that are supportive of
farming. This is part of an ongoing process lead by the Strengthening Farming Program with involvement
by the Ministry of Agriculture (AGRH). Agricultural Land Commission { ALC) staff, BC Farm Industry
Review Board staft and Ministry of Community, Sport and Cullural Development staff,

The most recent Minister's Bylaw Standards to be established include “Siting and Size of Residential
Uses inthe ALR”, ~Audible Bird Scare Devices™ and “Combined Heat and Power Generation at
Greenhouses tn the ALR™.

Discussion:

[n recent years, AGRI staff have worked with the agri-tourism industry with input from the ALC to
develop a standard to provide greater clarity around farm-based tourism activitics. Based on carlier work,
a drall Minister’s Bylaw Standard was submitted to the Minister for consideration in 2010. That work
was tabled to allow for a larger review by the ALC Chair to be completed and the issue was subsequently
shelved in 2012 due 1o a lack of urgeney 1o create the standard.

The Municipality of North Cowichan wrote Minister Pimm on October 28, 20H 3 requesting AGRI1 and
ALC develop policy on the regulation of agri-tourism within the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). A
response was sent March 17, 2014 indicating that the Minister would consider the request. While the
issucs facing many local governments in relation to agri-tourism have not changed significantly since
2010, there is raised interest in guidance for clarity and consistency within local government bylaws
across the province as local governments report some difficulty in distinguishing between agri-tourism
and non-farin uses, causing frustration for the public. farmers. and local government staff.

As a result of the Mumicipality of North Cowichan raising this issue. staft restarted the process 10
complete a Minister’s Bylaw Standard on Agri-Tourism.  Consultation for this standard was co-joincd to
the outreach undertaken in 2014 via the consultation on the ALR. Specifically. Question 10 of the ALR
consultation was “Shoeuld greater clarity be provided on what constitutes an agri-tourism activity that is
ullowable in the ALR without an application, and if so what parameters should be established?” Based
on the responses received, local governments were strongly in support of developing greater clarity
regarding agri-tourism, especially around what constitutes “temporary™ and ““seasonal™. It should be
noted that agri-tourism will not be further defined through the upcoming ALR regulations; rather, the
reguiations will defer to the Minister's Bylaw Standard to define agri-tourism.

Staff believe that AGRI has received sufficient input from the agri-tourism industry and ather
stakcholders to proceed with a Minister’s Bylaw Standard. Therefore, staff arc secking approval of the
Minister’s Bylaw Standard as per the attached appendices outlined below:

Appendix A: Current Regulations and Issues Considered: this appendix detaiis the current
regulations that already define agri-tourism in the ALR and other applicable issues that were considered
in drafling the bylaw.

CONFIDENTIAL
ADVICE TO MINISTER
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ESTIMATE NOTE- FISCAL 2016/17 Ministry of Agricuiture

Confidential Advice to Minister

ISSUE/PROGRAM: Agri-tourism

RECOMMENDED RESPONSE:
.13

Page 40 of 84 AGR-2016-61347P1
Pzaae | 14



ESTIMATE NOTE- FISCAL 2016/17 Ministry of Agriculture

Confidential Advice to Minister

BACKGROUND:

« Local governments around BC have requested further information on agri-tourism
and how they may regulate the uses associated with agri-tounism.

o Agri-tourism in the ALR is listed as a “farm use” in the Agricuitural Land
Reserve Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation which allows local
governments to reguiate but not prohibit this use on ALR land.

o Agri-tourism Accommaodation in the ALR is listed as a "permitted use” in the
Agricultural Land Reserve Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation which
refers to local governments having the ability to prohibit this use on ALR land.

s+ Although agri-tourism provides additional income and opportunities for diversification
to farms in BC there are issues including: defining agri-tourism; conflict between
neighbours: the effectiveness and role of local government bylaws; and concerns
about loss of farmland as a result of agri-tourism activities.

« Commercial weddings are currently a particular concern. Non-farm uses and
commercial entertainment activities which do not have an agricultural component,
such as commercial weddings on ALR land, require ALC non-farm use approval.

o A significant number of farms have been offering commercial weddings without
ALC approval, especially in the Okanagan.

o The ALC has seen a significant number of wedding-related complaints over the
past year including a rise in farmer to farmer complaints.

Agri-tourism consulftations

e In 2014, the BC government consulted with over 100 stakeholder groups on the
topic as part of the consultations on the Agricultural Land Reserve Use, Subdivision
and Procedure Regulation. Agri-tourism was one of 12 specific questions the
Ministry asked farmers, local governments and all British Columbians. The feedback
asked for greater clarity surrounding agri-tourism activities.

« In response to the calls for clarity, the Ministry developed a draft Minister's Bylaw
Standard on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales which was open for comment from
September 2015 to January, 2016.

« Through the creation of criteria, the proposed Standard attempted to improve clarity
about conditions of agri-tourism, agri-tourism accommodation and farm retail sales
on ALR lands.

« QOver 100 local governments, associations and other stakeholders commented on
the draft Minister's Bylaw Standard and a broad array of often conflicting opinions
and ideas were_g_ubmi'cted%3
s.13

o Staff are formulating an approach for moving forward. Given the range of viewpoints
the approach will likely consist of regulation changes, a revised Minister's Bylaw
Standard and supporting policy.

PROGRAM EXPENDITURE / REVENUE IMPLICATION (IF APPLICABLE): N/A

[_{_\Pprqved by: o Prepared by: ) | Alternate Contact: "
| ADM Name: Arif Lalani Name: Gregory Bartle Name: Brenda Lennox

‘ Date approved by ADM: ! Branch: Innovation and - Branch: lnnovation and
| . Adaptation Services o | Adaptation Services

| Phone: 250 356-1122 Phone: (250} 387-9687 Phone: (250) 356-2945
’T:el[: Cell: - ] Cell:
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MAR 7.2 1016

File: 0280-30

Ref: 183771

Sharon Gaetz
Mayor, City of Chilliwack
8550 Young Road, Chilliwack, BC V2P 8§A4

Dear Sharon Gaetz,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri~tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms, Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or byemailat . .0 ..o o

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm | .ctnick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Winistry of Agriculture Office of the Minlsier Maifing Address: Telephone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 9043 Stn Prov Govt Facsimile: 250 387-1522

Vicloria BC  VBW 9E2
Web Address; hilp:igov.be.cafageif
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BRITISH
COLUMRIA
MAR 2 2 2016

File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Todd Cashin
City of Kelowna
1435 Water Street, Kelowna, BC V1Y 1J4

Dear qud Cashin,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricuitural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. 1 acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission,

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concems regarding this issue or other ‘Plannin g for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or byemailat .. "\ i e e

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm 1.ctnick
Minister

cc: Brenda Lennox, Senijor Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Winistry of Agricutture Office of the Minisier Mailing Address; Telephone: 250 3671623
PO Box 8043 Sin Prov Gowt Facsimile: 250 387.1522
Vicloria BC  Vaw 9g2
Web Address: hitp:/fgov.bi..cafagtif
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File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Henry Braun
Mayor, City of Abbotsford
323215 South Fraser Way, Abbotsford BC V2T 1W7

Dear Henry Braun,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, 1 have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by email at - g

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm J cinick
Minister

ce: Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Ministry of Agricuiture Office: of the Minister iaing Address: Telephone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 9043 Sin Prov Govt Facsimtle; 250 3871522
Victoria BG  VBW SE2
Web Address: htip:igov.be.calagrf
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File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Lois E. Jackson
Mayor, The Corporation of Delta
4500 Clarence Taylor Cresent, Delta BC V4K 3E2

Dear Lois E. Jackson,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve, Input from local govemments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. | acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your subrnission.

Along with the appropriate staff, 1 have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for A griculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or byemailat .. "l oiUe e e

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm §_.ctnick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Ministry of AgricuHture Office of the: Minister Matling Address: Telephone: 250 387-1023
PO Bax 8043 Stn Prov Gouvt Facsimiie: 250 387-1522
Victoria BC  VBW 9E2
Weh Address: hitp:igov.bis.cafagri/
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File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Jeff Weightman
Capital Regional District, Regional Planning
625 Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC V8W 2S6

Dear Jeff Weightman,

T am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. [f you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other “Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by email at B Y

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Nomn Letnick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Ministry of Agriculture Offies of the Minister Iaifing Address: Tetephone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 5043 Sin Prov Govt Facsmlle: 250 387-1522
Victoria BC  VBW 9E2
Web Address: hitpifgov.he.cafagr
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MAR 2.2 2016
File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Francesca Sanna
Cariboo Regional District
Suite D, 180 3rd North Avenue, Williams Lake, BC V2G 2A4

Dear Francesca Sanna,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. | acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by emailat ' ... <. o CapTYLE,

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm Fetnick
Minister

cc: Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Ministry of Agriculture Office of the Minister Mafling Address: Telophone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 9043 Sin Prov Govt Facsimite: 250 387-1522
Victoria BC V8 9E2
Web Address: hitp:fgevbe.calagrif
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MAR 7 22016
File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Darla Blake
Central Coast Regional District
P.O. Box 186, Bella Coola, BC VOTI1CO

Dear Darla Blake,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuabie contribution to

the consultation process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by email at ' o o

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm Letnick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Mimistry of Agriculture

Ministry of Agricuiture Office of the Minister Mailing Address; Telsphone: 250 367-1023
PO Box 3043 Stn Prov Govt Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Victoria BC  VBW 9E2
Web Addnass: hitpziiguv.be.calagrif
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File: 0280-30

Ref: 183771

Ron Fralick
Regional District of Central Okanagan
1450 KLO Road, Kelowna, BC VIW 374

Dear Ron Fralick,

T'am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. 1 acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, T have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by

telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or byemailat . . ..o LT
Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm 1.etnick
Minister

ce:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Ministry of Agrleublure Office of the Minister Mailing Address: Telephone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 8843 Stn Prov Gowt Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Victoria BC VBV 9E2
Web Address: hitpdigov.be.calagei/
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MAR 2 22016
File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Bruce Greig
District of Central Saanich
1903 Mt. Newton Cross Road, Saanichton, BC V8M 2A9

Dear Bruce Greig,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agricnlture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Devclopmcnt Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by email at ' foy

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm Letnick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Ministky of Agricultuze Offica of the binister Maiting Address: Telephone: 250 397-1023
PO Box 9043 Stn Prov Gowl Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Victoda BC  VBW 9F2
Web Address: http:igov.be.cafagrf
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File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Gerald Christie
Columbia Shuswap Regional District
555 Harbourfront Drive NE, Salmon Armm, BC V1E 4P1

Dear Gerald Christie,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concems regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : {250) 356-2945 or byemailat . - 7 5.0 L L TN

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Nomm 1.otnick
Minister

cc: Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Wiinistry of Agriculture Offica of the Minister Mailing Address: Telephone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 3043 Stn Prov Govt Facsimile: 260 387-1522

Vicloria BC  VBW 9EZ
Web Address: hiip:figov.be calaydf
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MAR 7 72016
File: 0280-30

Ref: 183771

Teresa Warnes
Comox Valley Regional District
600 Comox Road, Courtenay, BC V9N 3P6

Dear Teresa Warnes,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other “Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by email at ' : e

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Nortn e.etnick
Minister

¢c:  DBrenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Hinistry of Agriculéure Ofice of the Minister Halling Address: Telephone: 250 387-1023
P Box 9043 Stn Prov Govt Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Vicoria BC  VBW BE2
Web Address: htipifigov.bo.cafagrf
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File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Andrew McLeod
Regional District of East Kootnay
19 24th Ave, S, Cranbrook BC VI1C 3HS

Dear Andrew McLeod,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consuitation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Mimstry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concems regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by email at a NI

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm I .etnick
Minister

cc! Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Winistry of Agriculture Office of fe Minister Mailing Address: Telephone: 250 387-1023
F0 Box 8043 Sin Prov Govt Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Victoria BC  Vaw SEZ
Web Address: hilpigov.bs.calagri/
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File: 0280-30

Ref: 183771

Ken Rogers
Fort St. John
10631 100 Street, Fort St. John, BC ViJ 375

Dear Ken Rogers,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultura]
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. 1 acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by

telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or byemailat, .7 ol
Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm Letnick
Minister

ce: Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Ministry of Agriculture Office of the Minister Naliing Address: Telephone: 250 367-1023
PO Box 5043 $t Prov Gowt Facsimile: 250 3871522
Vicloria BC  VBW SEZ
Vieh Address: hitp://gov.be.calagyif
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MAR 7 Z 2018
File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Kenna Jonkman
Regional District of Fraser-Fort George
155 George Street, Prince George, BC V2L 1P8

Dear Kenna Jonkman,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local govemments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by email at : R

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm i.cinick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Mimstry of Agriculture

Ministry of Agriculture Office of the Minister Malling Address: Tetaphone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 53 Stn Prov Gowl Faesimile: 250 387-1522
Viclora BGC  VaW 9E?
Web Address: hiip:figov.be.calagrl
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File: (280-30
Ref: 183771

Robert Barlow
Islands Trust
200-1627 Fort Street, Victoria, BC V&R 1H8

Dear Robert Barlow,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. | acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concemns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or byemail at .« iy e

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm | ctnick
Minister

ce: Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Niinistry of Agriculture Office of the Minister tailing Address: Telzphone; 250 387-1023
PO Box 3043 Stn Prov Govt Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Victoria BC  vVBW OEZ
Web Address: hitp:igovibe.cafagrif
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MAR 2 22016

File: 0280-30
Ref: 18377}

Darcey Kohuch
District of Kent
7170 Cheam Avenue, PO Box 70, Agassiz, BC VOM 1A0

Dear Darcey Kohuch,

[ am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. [ acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by email at ' b

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm Leinick
Minister

o Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Kinistry of Agriculture Office of the Minister Matting Address: Telephone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 8043 5tn Prov Gowvt Facsimile: 260 387-1522
Viclania BC  V8W 9E2
Web Address: htip-igov.be.casagrif
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MAR 7 22016

File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Nicholas Redpath
Regional District of Kitimat-Stikine
300-4545 Lazelle Avenue, Terrace, BC V8G 4E1

Dear Nicholas Redpath,

I am writing fo thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agn-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, ] have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concems regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by email at T R M AT

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm Letnick
Minister

ce: Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Wiinistry of Agriculture Office of the Minister Maifing Address: Telephone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 9043 Stn Prov Govt Faceimile: 250 387.1522
Vicloria BC VB 9EZ
Web Address: htipiigov.be.cafagry!
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File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Christine Carter
City of Maple Ridge
11995 Haney Place, Maple Ridge, BC V2X 6A9

Dear Christine Carter,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricuitural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. T acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Minisiry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concemns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by email at R

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm ! .cinick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

WMinistry of Agriculture Office of e Minister Mailing Address: Telephona: 250 387-1023
FO Box 8043 Stn Prov Gow Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Victoria BC  VBW SE2
Web Address: hitpzgov. be.calagsif
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MAR 7 2 2016
File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Randy Hawes
Mayor, District of Mission on the Fraser
PO Box 20, 8645 Siave Lake Street, Mission, BC V2V 4L9

Dear Randy Hawes,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. | acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, [ have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or byemailat .- i e e

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm §.ctnick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Miniatry of Agriculture Ofiice of the Minister Maffing Address: Telophons: 250 367-1023
PO Box 8043 Stn Prov Govt Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Vicloria BC  VBW 9E2
Web Address: hitp-iigov.he.cafagri!
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File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Kristy Marks
Regional District of Nanaimeo
6300 Haramond Bay Road, Nanaimo, BC V9T N2

Dear Kristy Marks,

[ am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a vatuable contribution to

the consultation process. I acknowiedge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concemns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms, Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by emailat -~ PP

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm Letnick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Wiinistry of Agriculture Offiee of the Minister Mafling Address: Telaphone: 250 387.1023
PO Box 8043 Stn Provy Govl Facsimlle: 250 387-1522
Vizloia BC V8w SE2
Web Address: hiip:fyoube.calagni/
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File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Laura Frank
Regional District of North Okanagan
9848 Aberdeen Road, Coldstream, BC V1B 2K9

Dear Laura Frank,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission,

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by emailat . . g e

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm Letnick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Hinistry of Agricufture Office of the Minister lhalling Address: Telephane: 250 387-1023
PO Box 8043 Stn Prov Govt Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Victoria BC  VBW 9E2
Web Address; hitp:figov be.cafagiif
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File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771
Alice Finall

Office of the Mayor, District of North Saanich
1620 Mills Road, North Saanich, BC V8L 58%

Dear Alice Finall,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. [ acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission,

Along with the appropriate staff, [ have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by email at I

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm Letnick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministey of Agriculture

Hinistry of Agricalture Office of the Minister (Mailing Address; Telophone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 3043 Stn Prov Gowt Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Vicloria BC  VBw SE2
Web Address: hitp-igov.be.calagr!
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MAR 2 2 2016

File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Bruce Simard
Peace River Regional District
Box 810, 1981 Alaska Avenue, Dawson Creek, BC ViG 418

Dear Bruce Simard,

[ 'am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concems regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by emailat .. vl i SOV e

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm Lctnick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager

Ministry of Agriculture
WMinistry of Agriculture Office of the Minister Mating Address: Telephone: 250 367-1023
PO Box 8043 Stn Prov Govt Facsimiie: 250 367-1522
Victoria BGC  VBW 9E2

Web Address: ftip:ligov.be.cafagrif
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File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Sheena Fraser
Village of Pemberton
PO Box 100, 7400 Prospect Street, Pemberton, BC VON 2L0

Dear Sheena Fraser,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricuttural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, | have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by emailat - = -~ . . .- .

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm Letaick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Ministry of Agriculture Office of the Minister KsEny Address: Telephone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 5043 Sin Prov Gowt Facsimie: 250 387-1522
Vicloia BC  VBW BEZ
Web Address: htipi/igov.be.cafagrif
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MAR 2 22015

File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771
Brenda Paquin

Poweil River Regional District
#202-4675 Marine Avenue, Powell River, BC V8A 212

Dear Brenda Paquin,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural

Along with the appropriate staff, T have personally reviewed the recetved comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. [f you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at ; (250) 356-2945 or by emailat .. .- . . Ydessie

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm L1
Minister

ce: Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Wiinistry of Agricufiure Offica of the Minister Malling Address: Telaphone: 250 387-1023
£0 Box 9043 Sin Prov Gout Facsimile: 250 387-1522

Vicloa BC  vaw 9E2
Web Address: hlpfgov.be cafagrif
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MAR 7 2 2016

File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Karla Duarte
Town of Qualicum Beach
201-660 Primrose Street, PO Box 130, Qualicum Beach, BC V9K 187

Dear Karla Duarte,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has heen a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. [ acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission,

Along with the appropriate staff, [ have personaily reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. I you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agricutture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by emailat - . © . wv., .. -

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm I irvick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Niinistzy of Agriculture Office of the Minister Mailing Address: Talaphone: 250 3871073
PO Box $043 Stn Prov Gowt Facsimile: 250 3971522
Victoria BC VBW 9E2

Web Address: htip:iigov. b.cafagrif
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MAR 2 2 2015

File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Brittany Tuttle
City of West Kelowna
2760 Cameron Road, West Kelowna, BC V1Z2Ts

Dear Brittany Tutile,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion {white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission,

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concemns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by emailat - - ... a0 o

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Nomm L |
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Hinistry of Agrlculture Office of the Minister Maifing Address: Telephone: 250 307-1623
PO Box 9043 Stn Prov Govt Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Victoria BC  VBW OE2
Weh Address: btinfgov.be eatayri
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File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

David Rafael
Sunshine Coast Regional District
1975 Field Road, Sechelt, BC VON 3A1

Dear David Rafael,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Tnput from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process, I acknowledge the time and effort made in prepating your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, 1 have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other “Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by emailat. .. . . ., .

Thank you again for your submission,

Yours truly,

NO!'III ]_I ek
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Rinistry of Agriculture Office of the Minister Mailing Address; Telephone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 5043 Stn Prov Govt Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Viclorta BC VB GEZ
Web Address: htipigov.bo catagri!
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MAK 22 2016

File:  0280-30
Ref: 183771

Dawn Boothe
District of Summerland
13122 Henry Avenue, PO Box 159, Summeriand, BC VOH 170

Dear Dawn Boothe,

! am writing to thank you for providing feedback regardi ng the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consuitation process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, | have personally reviewed the recetved comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concems regarding this issue or other ‘Planring for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or byematlat - R SIS

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm Leinj i
Minister

¢cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Hiinistry of Agriculture Offica of the Minisler Mailing Address: Telephone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 9043 Stn Prov Gout Facsimite: 250 387-1522
Victorla BC  VEW 9EZ
Web Address; hitpRgov.be.cafagrif
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Man 22 2016
File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Kimberly Needham
Squamish-Lillooet Regional District
Box 219, 1350 Aster Street, Pemberton, BC VON 210

Dear Kimberly Needham,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. | acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission,

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or byemailat -« .. .. g,

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Nomm I . -k
Minister

ce: Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Wilnistry of Agriculture Offica of the Minister Maifing Address: Telephone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 8043 Stn Prov Govt Facsimile: 250 3871523
Vicloia BC VBW SEZ
Web Address: hip:ffgav.bo.cafegrif
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MAR 27 2016
File:  0280-30
Ref: 183771

Cindy Graves
Township of Spallumcheen
4144 Spallumcheen Way, Spallumcheen, BC VOE 1B6

Dear Cindy Graves,

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. | acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, [ have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or byemailat: .. .. v, ..

Thank you again for your submission,

Yours truly,

NormUL. ' -k
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Wintstry of Agriculture Office of the Minister flaling Address: Telephone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 9043 Stn Prov Govt Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Vicleria BC VAW 9E2
Web Address: htip:igov.be.cafagr
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MAR 27201
File:  0280-30
Ref: 183771

Terry Crowe
City of Richmond
6911 No. 3 Road, Richmond, BC V6Y 2C]

Dear Terry Crowe,

T am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consuitation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, [ have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development, Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by email at - I R I

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm1 siigh:
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Winistry of Agricuiture Office of the Minlsfer Making Address: Telephone: 250 387-1023
PD Box 8143 Sin Prov Gt Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Viclotia BC  VBW SE2
Web Address: hitp:figov.bhe.calagef
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MAR 22 2016

File:  0280-30
Ref: 183771

Kevin Brooks
City of Campbell River
301 S1. Ann's Rd., Campbell River BC VoW 4C7

Dear Kevin Brooks,

l am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input from local govemments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. | acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staf| f, L have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. if you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact

Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. Lennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by emailat /w0 s e e

Thank you again for your submission,

Yours truly,

NormI. .k
Minister

cc:  Brenda lenmox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculiure

WMiniatry of Agricullure Office: of (he Minister iMatfing Address: Telephane: 250 387-1023
PO Box 3043 Stn Prov Gow Facsimile: 250 387.1522
Vicloria BC VAW 9E2
Web Address: hitp:tigov be calagrit
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MAR 2 2701

File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Deborah Kulchiski

Tourism LangleyTourism Langley

E206 — 20159 88th Avenue, Langley BC VIM 0A4
Deborah@tourism-langley.ca

Dear Sir or Madam,:

I'am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural Land
Reserve. Input from organizations such as yours has been a valuable contribution to the consuitation
process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have asked
Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or concerns regarding

this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact Brenda Lennox tel: (250) 356-
2945 or S

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm 1 etnick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Winistry of Agriculturs Qffice of the Minisler Mailing Address: Telzphone; 250 387-1023
PO Box 8043 Sin Prov Gowt Facsimile: 250 3871522
Victora BC VBW 8E2
Weh Address: hitp:fgov.be.calagrf
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MAR 2 2 2016

File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Hedy L Dyck

BC Landscape & Nursery AssnBC Landscape & Nursery Assn
#102 - 19289 Langley Bypass, Surrey, BC V38 6K 1
HDyck@bclna.com

Dear Sir or Madam,

[ am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural Land
Reserve, Input from organizations such as yours has been a valuable contribution to the consuitation

process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have asked
Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or concerns regarding
this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact Brenda Lennox tel: (250) 356-
29450r it e

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm L.cinick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Ministry of Agriculture Offite of the Minister Maling Address: Telephone: 250 3871023
PO Box 8043 Stn Prov Govt Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Vicloria BC B\ 9E2
Web Address; htip:igov. be.cafagr!

Page 76 of 84 AGR-2016-61347P1



MAR 2 22016

File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Allan Asaph

Abbotsford Chamber of CommerceAbbotsford Chamber of Commerce
#207-32900 South Fraser Way, Abbotsford, BC V28 5Aj
allan@abbotsfordchamber.com

Dear Sir or Madam,:

I'am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural Land
Reserve. Input from organizations such as yours has been a valuable contribution to the consultation
process. I acknowiedge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have asked
Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or concerns regarding
this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact Brenda Lennox tel: {(250) 356~
2945 or ’ S -

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm Letnick
Minister

ccr Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

iinistry of Agriculture Office of the Minisler iailing Address; Telephone: 250 387-1023
PO Bax $043 Stn Prav Govil FagsimBe: 250 387-1522
Victoria BC  VBW SE2
Web Address: htip:fgov.be.calagrif
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MAR 2 2 2016
File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Craig Nichols

Abbotsford TourismAbbotsford Tourism
34561 Delair Road, Abbotsford, BC V2§ 2E}
enichols@tourismabbotsford.ca

Dear Sir or Madam,:

Y am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural Land
Reserve. Input from organizations such as yours has been a valuable contribution to the consultation

process. | acknowledge the time and effort made i preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, | have personally reviewed the received comments and have asked
Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response, If you have any further questions or concerns regarding
this issue or other ‘Planning for Agricuiture’ initiatives, please contact Brenda Lennox tel: (250) 356-
2945 0r .. il et e e

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm Letnick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager

Ministry of Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture Office of the Minister Maifirg Address: Telephone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 8043 Stn Prov Govt Fatsimile: 250 387-1527
Victoria BC  VBW 9E2

Web Address; hittp:igov. be.cafagiif
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MAR 2 22016

File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Lary Fossum
BC Cattlemen's AssociationBC Cattlemen's Association
AGRI CENTRE - #4 — 10145 Dalias Drive, Kamloops, BC V2C 6T4

elaine@cattlemen.be.ca

Dear Sir or Madam,:

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural Land
Reserve. Input from organizations such as yours has been a valuable contribution to the consultation
process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, [ have personally reviewed the received comments and have asked
Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or concemns regarding
this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact Brenda Lenmox tel: {250) 356-
2945 or I S

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,
Norm Letnick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Winistry of Agriculture Office of the Minister Maifing Address: Telephone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 8043 Stn Prov Govt Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Victoriz BC  Valy oE2
Web Address: http:l/gov.b.calagrit
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Max 2 2 2016

File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Glen Lucas
BC Fruit Growers' AssociationBC F ruit Growers' Association
880 Vaughan Avenue, Kelowna, BC V1Y 7E4

glucas@bcefga.com

Dear Sir or Madam,:

I'am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-towism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural Land

Reserve. Input from organizations such as yours has been a valuable contribution to the consultation
process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have asked
Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further Questions or concerns reparding
this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact Brenda Lennox tel: (250) 356-
29450r c ot :

Thank you again for your submission.

Youss truly,

Norm Letnick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Winistry of Agriculture Office of the Minister Mallng Address: Telephone: 250 387-1023
P( Box 8043 Sin Prov Govt Facsimile: 250 3871522
Victoria BC VW 982
Web Address: hitp:ffigou.be cafagiil
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MAR 2 2 7016
File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Jaclyn Laic

BCACBCAC

230-32160 South Fraser Way, Abbotsford
jlaic@ardcorp.ca

Dear Sir or Madam,:

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consnitation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales jn the Agricultural Land
Reserve. Input from organizations such as yours has been a valuable contribution to the consultation
process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, [ have personally reviewed the received comments and have asked
Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or concems regarding
this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact Brenda Lennox tel: (256} 356-
294501 : '

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm [ .ctnick
Minister

tc: Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Ninistry of Agriculture Office: of the Minister kalling Address: Telsphone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 9043 Sin Prov Govt Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Vicloria BC vawW SE2
Web Address: hitp-ligov.be.cafagry!

Page 81 of 84 AGR-2016-61347P1



MAR 2 2201 TR

File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

Al Richmond

UBCMUBCM

Suite 60 10551 Shellbridge Way, Richmond, BC V6X 2W9
ubcm@uben.ca

Dear Sir or Madam,:

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural Land
Reserve. Input from organizations such as yours has been a valuable contribution to the consultation
process. | acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, [ have personally reviewed the received comments and have asked
Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or concerns regarding
this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact Brenda Lennox tel: (250) 356-
29450r Tl "

Thank you again for your submission,

Yours truly,

Norrn |.etnick
Minister

cc:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Winistry of Agriculture Office of the ivimister Maffng Address: Telephone: 250 387-1023
PO Bux 5043 Stn Prov Govt Facsimils: 250 387-1522
Vicforia BC  VBW 9E2
Web Address: hitp:figov.be: calagd
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MAR 7 2 2018
File:  0280-30
Ref: 183771

Chilliwack Economic Partners Corp (Chiliwack Ag Commission)
201-46093 Yale Road, Chilliwack, BC V2P 218
graham(@chilliwackpartners.com

Dear Sir or Madam,:

I'am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural Land
Reserve. Input from organizations such as yours has been a valuable contribution to the consultation
process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission,

Along with the appropriate staff, [ have personally reviewed the received comments and have asked
Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or concerns regarding
this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact Brenda Lennox tel: {250) 356-
2945 or ’ : - g

Thank you again for your submission,

Yours truly,

Nornn { ctnick
Minister

ce:  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agricuiture

Hinistry of Agriculture Office of the Minister Mailing Address: Telephone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 9043 Sth Prov Gowt Facsimile; 250 3871522
Vicioria BC  Vaw oEp :

Web Address: htip:figov.be calagrif
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bas 2 22016
File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

SaltSpring Island Farmer's Institute
Box 661, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2W3
cgpilon@telus.net

Dear Sir or Madam,;

Tam writing to thank you for providing feedback regardin g the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricuitural Land
Reserve. Input from organizations such as yours has been a valuable contribution to the consutltation
process. Iacknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, | have personally reviewed the received tomments and have asked
Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response, If you have any further questions or concemns regarding
this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact Brenda Lennox tel: (250) 356-
20450r e L o

Thank you again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm | .clnick
Minister

cc:.  Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Ministry of Agriculture Office of the Minister Mafling Address: ‘Telephone: 250 387-1023
PO Box 9043 Stn Prov Gowvt Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Vitloria BC  V8WoEs
Web Address: hite:ffgov.be.cafagei/
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Fair, Susan P AGRL:EX

S

From: AGRiIServiceBC AGRLEX

Sent: Monday, December 7, 2015 1:24 PM

To: Bartle, Gregory AGRLEX

Subject: FW: Review of the Draft Minister's Bylaw Standards on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail
Sales

Attachments: ltr to Hon.D.5turko re Minister's Bylaw Standards on Agri-tourism and Farm Retaif
Sales.dec.7.2015.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Feedback

Brenna Cairns
604 556-3061 | Brenna.Caims@gov.be.ca | 1888-221-7141 | AgriServiceBC@gov.be.ca

From: Nancy Friesen [mailto:NFriesen@abbotsford.cal
Sent: Monday, December 7, 2015 1:16 PM

To: AGRIServiceBC AGRI:EX
Cc: Henry Braun
Subject: Review of the Draft Minister's Bylaw Standards on Agri-tourisr and Farm Retail Sales

Good afternoon Deputy Minister Sturko:

Attached for your review and consideraticn is correspondence from Mayor Braun accompanied by Council
Report No. PDS 147-2015 regarding the review of the Draft Minister's Bylaw Standards on Agri-tourism and
Farm Retail Sales.

Please feel free to contact me in order that a mutually convenient time may be arranged to discuss the Draft
Bylaw Standards with Mayor Braun.

With kind regards,

Nancy

dNancy Friesen
Executive Assistant to Mayor

Tel: 604.864 5500 Fax: 604.853.1934
Email: nfriesen@abbotsford.ca

"_"';f;—?ﬁ:i‘iﬁ Sﬁuﬁ; Fraser Wé;_.;
ABRBOTSFORD Abbotsford, BC V2T 1W7
www.abhotsford.ca

g e

g PROUGD HOST OF THE
ﬁ?ﬂMES 2016 BC SUMMER GAMES
ABBOTSFORD *beaamesorg

G SUMMER
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Counciliors

Counciliors

Les Barkman ey Moe Gl

Sandy Blue T Dave Loewen

Kelly Chahal N Patricia Ross

Brenda Falk iy Ross Siemens
CITY OF ABBOTSFORD

Mayor, Henry Braun

December 7, 2015
File: 6520-20/0530-01
Via Post and Email: AgriServiceBC@gov.be.ca

Honourable Derek Sturko
Ministry of Agriculture
Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the ALR Consultation

PQ Box 9120 Stn Prov Govt
Victoria, BC V8W 9B4

Dear Deputy Minister Sturko:
Re: Review of the Draft Minister's Bylaw Standards on Aqgri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales

Thank you for the oppoertunity to provide feedback on the discussion paper containing Draft Ministet’s
Bylaw Standards on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales,

The City has completed a review of the discussion paper and Draft Minister's Bylaw Standards.
Feedback is contained in the alttached report and was presented to City Counci! on November 30,
2015. Council directed staff to forward the report to the Ministry of Agriculture {the Ministry), and to
arrange a meeting for you and | to discuss the Draft Bylaw Standards.

It is Council's position that the discussion paper is well intended as greater clarity in the regulations for
agri-tourism and fam retail sales is needed to allow agri-tourism activity to occur while maintaining the
overall integrity of the farming operation. However, we have a number of concerns with the proposed
regulations and the timing of the review.

As the City of Abbotsford is one of four communities regulated under Section 918 of the Local
Government Act, and expected to amend our bylaws to be consistent with the Minister's Bylaw
Standards, we would ask that you afford us the time to meet with you to share our concerns and invite
the Ministry o participate in our Agricultural Lands Review project taking place over the next 12 to 18
months. This project is intended to study agricultural trends and practices with a deliverable of clear
and concise policies in the Official Community Plan that align with new and updated regulations
contained in the Zoning Bylaw, including agri-tourism and farm retait sales.

Mayor's Office 32315 South Fraser Way, Abbotsford BC V2T 1W7 Tel: 604-864-5500  Fax: 604-864-5601

www,abbotsford.ca
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Deputy Minister Sturko 2

December 7, 2015

Thank you again for your consideration, and | {ook forward to mesting with you on December 16" in
Langley.

Yours

truly,

G G-
Henry Braun

Mayor
Encl.

C.

Honourable Mike de Jong, Minister of Finance and MLA Abbotsford West
Simaon Gibson, MLA Abbotsford — Mission

Darry! Plecas, MLA Abbotsford Sauth

George Murray, City Manager

Council Members

Siri Bertelsen, General Manager, Planning and Development Services
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COUNCIL REPORT

ABBOTSFORD

Report No. PDS 147-2015 Executive Committee
November 16, 2015
File No:  6520-20

Ta: Mayar and Council

From: Amy Anaka, Planner

Subject: Review of the Draft Minister's Bylaw Standards on Agri-teurism and Farm
Retail Sales

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. THAT Council direct staff to forward Report No, PDS 147-2015, dated November 18,
2015 from the Planner, to the Ministry of Agriculture for feedback on the Draft
Minister's Bylaw Standards on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales; and

2. THAT Council direct staff to arrange a meeting between the Mayor and the Deputy
Minister of Agriculture to discuss the Draft Minister's Bylaw Standards on Agri-
tourism and Farm Retail Sales.

SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE

City staff, the Senior Management Team, and the Agriculture, Dyking, Drainage and
Irrigation Advisory Committee have completed a detailed review (Attachment A) of the
Ministry of Agricuiture's discussion paper that contains proposed Minister's Bylaw
Standards on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales {Attachment B).

BACKGROUND

According to the Ministry of Agriculture (the Ministry), farmers throughout BC are looking
for options to increase the economic viability of their farms by including agri-tourism,
agri-tourism accommodation, and farm retail sales. These uses have become more
prominent in recent years resulting in some focal governments amending their bylaws to
accommodate these uses. This process underlines the conflicts between varying
municipal, Ministry and Agricuitural Land Commission (ALC) bylaws and regufation.

The Ministry of Agricuiture Strengthening Farming Program, Innovation and Adaptation
Branch has prepared a discussion paper that confains proposed Minister's Bylaw
Standards on agri-tourism and farm retail sales, to assist local governments when they
prepare bylaws relating fo agri-tourism, agri-tourism accommodation and farm retail
sates in the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR).

On October 6, 2015 the Ministry sent the discussion paper to all BC Mayors, with a
request for local governments fo review and provide feedback by November 30, 2015.
Ministry staff approved an extension for the City of Abbotsford to provide feedback on
December 1, 2015, following the Novernber 30, 2015 Exscutive Committee meeting.
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Report No. PDS 147-2015 Page 2of 5

The discussion paper was prepared following the Ministry’s consultation in 2014 on the
ALR Use, Subdivision and Procedure (ALR USP) Reguiation of the Agriculiural Land
Commission Act. Aceording to the Ministry, the purpose of the discussion paper is to
provide greater clarity on what constitutes agri-tourism, agri-tourism accommaodation and
farm retail sales, and provide guidance for local governments to address issuas related
to agri-tourism and farm retail sales.

Following consultation with stakeholders and approval by the Minister, the bytaw criteria
will become a Minister's Bylaw Standard and incorporated in the *Guide for Bylaw
Development in Farming Areas” fo assist local governments when preparing and
amending bylaws affecting farming areas.

As stated by Ministry staff, all Jocal governments are encouraged to incorporate these
Minister's Bylaw Standards into their bylaws, while communities regulated under Section
818 of the Local Government Act are expected to amend their bylaws fo be consistent
with and utilize all Minister's Bylaw Standards. Abbotsford is one of four regulated
communities, along with the Township of Langley, City of Kelowna and Corporation of
Detlta.

The Ministry has initiated Minister's Bylaw Standards in the past for three significant
agricultural issues which have been approved by the Minister, and include:

¢ Regulating Medical Marihuana Production Facilities in the ALR (2014)

¢« Combined Heat and Power Generation at Greenhouses in the ALR (2013)

e Siting and Size of Residential Uses in the ALR {2011}

This will be the fourth Bylaw Standard by which the City must adhere to.

City staff have completed a review of the Draft Bylaw Standards through consultation
with the Senior Management Team on November 3, 2015, the Agriculture, Dyking,
Drainage and lrrigation Advisory Committee on November 18, 2018, and also referred it
to the City's Economic Development team. The following includes a summary of the
feedback received, while a more in depth analysis of the proposed Bylaw Standards is
included in Atfachment A.

DiSCUSSION
Discussion Paper Summary

The discussion paper includes detailed definitions and criteria to assist loscal
governments in regulating their agri-tourism, agri-tourism accommodation and farm retail

sales bylaws.

As outlined in the discussion paper, “the purposes of establishing land use regulation
criteria to address local government concerns regarding agri-fourism and farm retail
sales are to:

1. Establish a Minister's Bylaw Standard that provides flexibiity for local
governmenis to shape agri-tourism activity in their community while ensuring that
agriculture in the ALR continues as a priority use;

2. Address the needs of the agriculture sectorfindustry to supplement farming

incame,
3. Minimize the impact of agri-tourism and retail sales on farm praclices and

farming potential in farming areas;
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4. Minimize loss and/or fragmentation of farmland due fo agri-tourism and retail
sales uses;

5. Reduce the financial imbalance that results from large scale commercial
operations locating inexpensively in the ALR and outcompeting those that have
located in apprapriate commercial zones; and

6. Minimize the risk of agri-tourism and farm retail sales buildings and structures
being used for non-farm purposes.”

Past three of the discussion paper introduces a proposed set of criteria in which local
governments are encouraged to consider when develaping or amending their bylaws.
The proposed set of criteria include:;

Definitions of various terms

-
« Examples of permitted and ALC approval required activities
s Agri-tourism accommodation standards
» Design standards (for parking, site layout, lighting, sighage and noise)
s Provisions for calculating area of farm retail sales
Findings

Staff is of the opinion that the discussion paper prepared by the Ministry of Agricuiture is
well intended as greater clarity in the regulations for agri-tourism and farm retait sales is
needed to ailow agri-tourism activity to ocour while maintaining the overall integrity of the
farming operation, However, staff have a number of concerns with the proposed
regulations and the timing of the review.

The foltowing findings summarize feedback on the discussion paper from City staff, the
Senior Management Team, and the Agriculture, Dyking, Drainage and irrigation Advisory
Committee. Refer to Attachment A for @ more in depth analysis of the findings.

1. Provides Opportunities for Supplemental Income
Agri-tourism is a growing industry that enables a farmer to suppiement their
farming income and it gives the public access and educational opportunities
relating to agriculture. Agri-tourism and farm retail sales are important
components te the farming industry and should be supported within a set of
regulations specific to Abbotsford's farming community.

2. Creates Inconsistent & Conflicting Regulations
The proposed Bylaw Standards create inconsistent and conflicting regulations
within the Bylaw Standard itself and with the ALC requlations. Attachment A
outlines a high level compare and contrast of the proposed Bylaw Standards, the
ALC regulations and City of Abboisford regulations. It is staffs position that
inconsistent reguiations between the Ministry and the ALC leaves the City
without clear direction.

3. Limits Council's Decision Making

Communities regulated under Section 318 of the Local Government Act are
expected to amend their bylaws fo be consisient with the Ministers Bylaw
Standards. Abbotsford is one of four regulated communities, along with the
Township of Langley, City of Kelowna and the Corporation of Delta. As a result,
the City is required to comply with the Bylaw Standards when they are adopted
by the Minister. This approach limits Councit's ability ta make land use decisions
that may be most appropriate for Abbotsford.
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4. Lacks Monitoring & Enforcement Resources

Much of what is outlined within the proposed Bylaw Standard requires an
increase in staffing and resources to monitor and enforce. For example, the
proposed Bylaw Standard outlines that "Agri-tourism uses and activities only
augment a farmers regular famm income, not exceed or replace it” This will
require on-going monitaring to ensure the agri-tourism remains in compliance.
The discussion paper makes no reference to this being monitored or enferced by
the Ministry or the ALC, meaning it will, by default, become a matier for the City
to tmanage. 1t is unrealistic for the Ministry and the ALC to expect the City to have
the resources to manage their regulations, and for the City to gualify and enforce
how much income is earned. '

5. Reviewed in Isolation of Broader Agricultural Issues
The Cily is embarking on an inter-departmental and inter-governmenital planning
process for a project called the Agricultural Lands Review. The purpose of the
project is to undertake a critical review of the current agricuifural bylaws, policies
and regulations for land in the ALR and establish a framework for on-going bylaw
compliance.

This planning process is struciured to have each compoenent fit into the broader
planning framework with a deliverable of clear and concise policies in the Official
Community Plan that align with new and updated regulations contained in the
Zoning Bylaw. It is the recommendation of staff that the Ministry of Agricutiure not
proceed with the Bylaw Siandard at this ime and instead pariicipate in the
Agricultural Lands Review to study the broader agricultural frends and practices
with an outcome of new agri-tourism reguiations, amongst other relevant
regulation updates.

FINANCIAL PLAN IMPLICATION

Staff do not anticipate any Financial Plan implications as part of reviewing the Draf{
Minister's Bylaw Standards, however, if the Bylaw Standards are implemented by the
Ministry of Agriculture there couid be Financial Plan implications.

\\Dﬁf@w

. Lis# Pleadwell =
Chief Financial Officer

kkf(\‘i {\(

IMPACTS ON COUNCIL POLICIES, STRATEGIC PLAN ANDIOR COUNCIL
DIRECTION

Cornmunities regulated under Section 918 of the Local Government Act are expected fo
amend their bylaws to be consistent with the Minister's Bylaw Standards. Abbotsford is
one of four regulated communities, along with the Township of Langley, City of Kelowna
and the Corporation of Delta. As a result, the City is required to comply with the Bylaw
Standards when they are adopted by the Minister.
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SUBSTANTIATION OF RECOMMENDATION

The Ministry of Agricuiture has prepared a discussion paper that contains proposed
Minisier's Bylaw Standards on agri-tourism and farm retail sales, o assist local
governments when they prepare bylaws relating to agri-tourism, agri-tourism
accommodation and farm retail sales in the Agricultural Land Reserve. The Ministry has
requested that local governments review this discussion paper and provide feedback.
This report and attachments outline feedback received on the Draft Bylaw Standards
through consuitation with the Senior Management Team, Agriculture, Dyking, Drainage
and Irrigation Advisory Committee, and Economic Development.

?

“Pr repared cpared B0 Department Head Approval:
Amy Anaka, MC]P RPP Siri Bertelsen
Pianner General Manager, Planning and

Development Services

//Zzzj

Reviewed by:
Mark Neill, MCIP, RPF'
Director, Community Planning

Attachment A:  City of Abbotsford Feedback on Minister's Bylaw Standards
Attachment B:  Draft Minister's Bylaw Standards on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales
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Attachment A: City of Abbotsford Feedback on Minister's Bylaw Standards

The following fwo fables provide a comparison of the proposed Ministry of Agriculture’s (MOA)
regulations for agri-tourism and farm retail sales, as compared to cumrent regulations for the
Agricultural Land Commission {ALC) and City of Abbotsford {COA).

The v check and X symbols show how the current ALC and COA regulations align with or
defer from the proposed MOA regulations. This is intended to reflect a high level analysis as
various provisions may have subtle differences that are not shown in the tables.

PROPOSED REGLULATIONS
1wty ot Agricuiture MON)
DEFINITIORS
. Ipss prescriptive and most less prescriptive and alignad
Agri-tourism “’"" mw’ |V aligned with CoA v withALC
Accassory suborcinats ta active farm . a ) Bovessaty is stated in agri- X aeeassary is implisd In agn-
agri-tourism operation o same ot tourism definition tourism definition
Seasanal tess ﬂmn 12 rmnthslyea' v iess ther 12 months/yoar v atotal of 10 months
reyulaw at Bme mnm reguiate as number of months/ regulate as number of months/
Temporary in. yeat/montiv’day X yoar (<12) X year (10)
USES
agH-tourism income must
Intensity of use ibe lesser than annua! farm X mgg:::m"’ to land X maximem 300 m?
ncome Teee
Agri-tourism maximum 19 steeping units rmaximum 10 sleoping units .
accommodation mapimum 30 day stay/year v raaximum 3 day stay/year X ro regulations
DESIGN
Parking mm’dw ¥ no regulations X number required but no design
Lighting m:a*a’m m e ¥ no regulationg ¥ neregelations

PROPOSED REGULATIONS
Minfstry of Agricutture (MOA)
FARM RETARL SALES
Area provisions for calouviating area | X maximum 300 m K maximum 300 m?
COMMERICAL WEDIINGS
Mon-tarm use aon-farm use requirad / non-famm use required W nor-tam use requiced
terrpom!y wse pormit . .
Tomporary use prefarred. X no regulations ¥ rezoning required
RESTALRANTS
Non-farm use non-fami use required - v non-farm use required Vv “m?‘;‘mfraa? wse & razoning
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The following iable outlines City feedback on the proposed Minister's Bylaw Standards.

G

Provides apporiunities for
supplemental income

Agri-Tourism is a growing industry that enabies a farmer to
supplement their farming income and it gives the public access and
educational opportunities relating to agriculture. Agri-tourism and
farm retall sales are important components to the farming industry
and should be supported within & sef of reguiations specific to
Abbotsford’s farming community.

Creates inconsistent and
conflieting reguiations

The proposed Bvlaw Standards create inconsistent and conflicting
reguiations within the Bylaw Standard itself and with the Agricultural
Land Commission {ALC} regulations. it is staff's position that
inconsistent regulations between the Ministry and the ALC leaves
the City without clear direction.

Confusing general language
andfor messaging

Many confusing and awkwardly worded sentences. Section 2.1,
second paragraph, second line, states "one of the questions
asked’, but the sentence does not procesd to relay the question.
The order is wrong with the intention of what the Bylaw Standard
wil! do, Section 2.1, third paragraph, the standard should first and
foremost, “maintain the flexibifity required by facal government
gecision making in balance with stakehoider concerns, etc.” as
opposed to firstly "balancing stakeholder interests”.

Limits Council’s decision
making

Communities reguiated under Saction 918 of the Local Government
Act are expected to amend their bylaws 1o be consistent with the
Minister's Bylaw Standards. Abbotsford is one of four regulated
communities and required io comply with the Bylaw Standards
when they are adopted by the Minister. This approach limits
Council's ability to make land use decisions that may be most
appropriate for Abbotsford.

Reluctance to recognize and
respect local government
authority

Section 3.7.1, last sentence, second paragraph, ‘Oveifiow parking
occurs on public roads should adhere”. Change the “shouwld” to
‘must”. This type of statement creates expectations by the farmer
and ties the hands of local government. A similar statement is in
3.7.4 Signage.

Seems as if the Ministry is giving local government permission as
opposed to respecting the authority granted under logal
government legislation. If local government has authority to prehibit,
i.e. Section 3,7.5, noise from loudspeakers is within Jocal authority
to regulate, but the document says “could be regulated”.

Reviewed in isolation of
broader agricultural issues

The City is embarking on an inter-departmental and inter-
governmental planning process for a project called the Agriculfural
Lands Review. The purpose of the project is to undertake a critical
review of the current agricuiturat bylaws, policies and regulations
for land in the ALR and establish a framework for on-going bylaw
compliance.

This planning process is structured to have each component fit into
the broader planning framework with a deliverable of clear and
concise policies in the Official Community Plan that align with new
and updated ragulations contained in the Zoning Bylaw. It is the
recommendation of staff that the Ministry of Agriculture not proceed
with the Bylaw Standard at this {ime and instead participate in the
Agricultural Lands Review to siudy the broader agricuitural trends
and practices with an ouicome of new agri-tourism regulations,
amongst other relevant regulation updates.
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Lacks monitoring and * Much of what is outlined within the proposed Bylaw Standard

enforcement resources requires an increase in staffing and resources to monitor and
enforce.

o “Agri-tourism uses and aclivities only augment a farmer's regular
farmt income, not excead or replace it " This witl require on-going
monitoring to ensure the agri-tourism remains in compiiance. The
discussion paper makes no reference to this being monitered or
enforced by the Ministry or the ALC, meaning it will, by default,
become a matter for the City to manage. It is unrealistic for the
Ministry and the ALC to expect the City lo have the resources to
manage their regulations, and fer the City to qualify and enforce
haow much income is earned.

s The standards must be structured in such a manner that enables
enforcement, e.g. Page 10 second last buliet — “fo a maximum stay
per parson or per family of 30 conseculive days”. Is this realistic to
enforce, and how will the 30 days be tracked?

s Bylaw Standard enables agri-tourism accommaodation as a
permitied use to a maximum of 10 sleeping units and that "each
iocal governmsnt which permit agri-tourism accommodation could
deveiop a monitoring methodology”. The Ministry should develop 2
standardized monitoring methodology and provide resources to
enforce,

» Section 3.9, Local Government Permits and Fees, if local
government is uiimately the enforcement authority, then if the
activity is not registered, how can it be enforced?

s “On-farm retall safes represent at least 50% of total retail sales.”
Who is responsible for ensuring the correct ratio of an-farm and off-

farm producls?
RDCFiTtic
Missing and/or confusing » Are italics used far words/terms defined in legislation or regulation?
definitions Definition of “farm unif” is missing in the referenced legistation and
regulations.

» Refers to, and in some cases, paraphrases definitions that are not
adeurate quotes from the legisiation and regulations. Section 2.2,
introductory paragraph is awkwardly stated and ithen proceeds to
add definitions. What is the intent of these additions? Are they
intended to expand on the definition of "farm operafion” as defined
under the Farm Practices Profection Aci? They are nol consistent
with the Proposed Definitions in Sectien 3.1.

Accessory {agri-{ourism) » |5 this definition needeod as it is clearly defined in “agri-fourisny” that
this is a service or facility which is inherently accessory to a farm
operation as defined in the Farm Practices Frotection Act? Agri-
tourism is subordinate to the active farm operatior: on the same lot,

s ALC and the Cily do not currently define accessory as ii is stated in
ALC agri-tourism definition and implied in City agri-tourism
definition.

Agri-tourism = This definition could be enhanced with reference to not enly
“fravel”, but also agricultural destinations.

«  While current City regulation defines “agri-tourism” as a tourist
activity, service or facility accessary to land that is classified as 2
farm under the Assessment Act, it is categorized as a Principle Use
within the A1, AZ and A3 zones with the understanding that it is
accessory if the use is (as noted in the definition) temporary and
seasonal and promotes or markets farm products grown, etc.

Agri-tourism « A definition is recommended to be developed as it would augment
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accommodation (no definition
inclided)

a definition for “agri-tourism” by incorporating wording/guidance for
accommodation, with a range from smali-scafe bed and brealdast
operations to larger hotel-format operations.

Cutrent City regulation includes a definition for “agri-tourism” that
excludes accommaodation.

Season {agri-tourism)

There are duplications without cross-referencing definitions:

“The period of the year when something reguiarly cccurs...”
Examples used seem to point io “Regufar Seasonal”.

“The period(s) when most people take their holidays” is unusable
from an enfgrcement parspective.

Small-scale {agri-tourism)

"Local government coud specify amounts.” If as stated in Section
1.4 “Review and compare local government regulations and
policies”, why are ranges not inciuded to provide guidance?

Temporary (agri-tourism)

“Oecurs each year at the same fime” is the same as “Regular
Seasonal”,

Commercial weddings

Definition is missing.
Bytaw Standard clearly states it's not included in agri-tourism

“Accessory Farm Activity

“Locaf governments should identify agri-tourism as a permitted
accessory use in all zones where agriculture or farming is a
permitted use.” Agri-tourism use may be too broad lo apply across
all zones permitting agriculture, however the use can be limited
within specific zones.

Farm Class

Whal is the relevance of Section 3.3 to local government regulation
of these activities?

Agri-tourism temporary and
seasonal use In: the ALR

As with “smail-scale”, the range of pussible parcel sizes within
agriculture areas is highty variable. The standard is to apply to all
agricultural areas, but what if the agriculture area has a minimum
parce! size of 2 hectares, shouid the scale of agri-tourism activities
be considered or even some types of activities prohibited # the
intent is to preserve the integrity of the land for food production?

ALC non-farm use
application approval

Can local government regulatory autharity take priority over ALC
approval in these situations, i.e. if it is not in the local community
interest to approve the non-farm use, will the ALC simply accept
local government decision or will the ALC potentially over-rule local
government?

Agri-tourism
accommodation (size
requirements)

Section 3.6, the standards should enable local government to make
its own regulations below a pre-established parcet size minimum. It
is not reasonable to apply the guidelines equaily on a 2 hectare
versus a 20 hectare property with respect io some of the items
tisted in this section.

Provides clarity on calculating area,

By!awStandards pmwdé clarity but shoutd respeét loeal

government authority to regulate, ie. Section 3.7.5 "Loudspeakers
and other noise sources assoclated with the agri-lourism activity
could be regulated with local government noise byiaws”. Ensure the
use of “must” instead of "should” in Bylaw Standards.
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ESTIMATE NOTE- FISCAL 2016/17 Ministry of Agriculture

Confidential Advice to Minister

ISSUE/PROGRAM: Agri-tourism

RECOMMENDED RESPONSE:
.13
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ESTIMATE NOTE- FISCAL 2016/17 Ministry of Agriculture

Confidential Advice to Minister

BACKGROUND:

» Local governments around BC have requested further information on agri-tourism
and how they may regulate the uses associated with agri-tourism.

o Agri-tourism in the ALR is listed as a “farm use” in the Agricultural Land
Reserve Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation which allows local
governments to regulate but not prohibit this use on ALR land.

o Agri-tourism Accommodation in the ALR is listed as a “permitted use” in the
Agricultural Land Reserve Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation which
refers to local governments having the ability to prohibit this use on ALR fand.

« Although agri-tourism provides additional income and opportunities for diversification
to farms in BC there are issues including: defining agri-tourism: conflict between
neighbours; the effectiveness and role of local government bylaws; and concerns
about loss of farmland as a result of agri-tourism activities.

+ Commercial weddings are currently a particular concern. Non-farm uses and
commercial entertainment activities which do not have an agricultural component,
such as commercial weddings on ALR land, require ALC non-farm use approval.

o A significant number of farms have been offering commercial weddings without
ALC approval, especially in the Okanagan.

o The ALC has seen a significant number of wedding-related complaints over the
past year including a rise in farmer to farmer complaints.

Agrni-fourism consultations

« In 2014, the BC government consulted with over 100 stakeholder groups on the

topic as part of the consultations on the Agricultural Land Reserve Use, Subdivision

and Procedure Regulation. Agri-tourism was one of 12 specific questions the

Ministry asked farmers, local governments and ali British Columbians. The feedback

asked for greater clarity surrounding agri-tourism activities.

In response to the calls for clarity, the Ministry developed a draft Minister's Bylaw

Standard on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales which was open for comment from

September 2015 to January, 20186.

Through the creation of criteria, the proposed Standard attempted to improve clarity

about conditions of agri-tourism, agri-tourism accommodation and farm retail sales

on ALR lands.

Over 100 local governments, associations and other stakeholders commented on

the draft Minister's Bylaw Standard and a broad array of often conflicting opinions

and ideas were submitted.s.13

s.13

Staff are formulating an approach for moving forward. Given the range of viewpoints

the approach will likely consist of regulation changes, a revised Minister's Bylaw

Standard and supporting policy.

PROGRAM EXPENDITURE / REVENUE IMPLICATION (IF APPLICABLE): N/A

Approved by: Prepared by: Alternate Contact:
. ADM Name: Arif Lalani Name: Gregory Bartle Name: Brenda Lennox
Date approved by ADM: Branch: Innovation and Branch: Innovation and
Adaptation Services Adaptation Services
Phone: 250 356-1122 Phone: (250) 387-9687 Phone: (250) 356-2945
Cell: ) Cell: | Cell:
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Fair, Susan P AGRL:EX

L i
From: Easton, Joan E AGRLEX
Sent: Tuesday, February 9, 2016 1:36 PM
To: Sturko, Derek AGRLEX
Cc: Lennox, Brenda AGRI:EX: Lalani, Arnif AGRLEX
Subject: Agri-tourism - draft diagram and check in
Attachments: Agri-tourism Diagram.pptx

Hi Derek
s.13

Regards
Joan

Joan Easton

Executive Director, Innovation and Adaptation Services Branch
3" Floor, 808 Douglas Street

Ministry of Agriculture

Phone: (250) 356 7057
Fax: {250) 356 0358
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Fair, Susan P AGRLEX

From: Easton, Joan E AGREEX

Sent: Tuesday, February 2, 2016 4:14 PM

To: Sturko, Derek AGRLEX; Lalani, Arif AGRLEX
Cc: Lennox, Brenda AGRELEX; Fair, Susan P AGRLEX
Subject: Agri-tourism package

Importance: High

Derek,

Please find attached the agri-tourism package. Please use this version.

The moving forward paper is the first attachment

Agritourism
surmirnary v Febi2..,

The summary of views appendix is also attached
W -

Summary Report
- AT Consultati...

The annotated agenda for our use is the next document
1%

Agenda - Feb 4
2016 Agritours...

The final document is the draft agenda that would be distributed

Feb 4 Agritourism
Distussion D...

loan Easton

Executive Director, Innovation and Adaptation Services Branch
3" Floor, 808 Douglas Street

Ministry of Agricuiture

Phone: (250) 356 7057
Fax: (250} 356 0358

Joan Easton
Executive Director, Innovation and Adaptation Services Branch
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3" Floor, 808 Douglas Street
Ministry of Agriculture

Phone: {250) 356 7057
Fax: {250) 356 0358
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Moving Forward — Results of the Minister’s Bylaw Standard for Agri-tourism and
Farm Retail Sales Consultation
February 4, 2016

Background

Consumers are increasingly interested in knowing where and how their food is produced and awareness
of local food production is at an all-time high in British Coiumbia. Beyond shopping at their local
farmers’ market, consumers are interested in having agri-tourism or rural recreational experiences.
Visits to a pumpkin patch, a corn maze or apple festival are just some of the ways British Columbia
families interact with the farming community. Weddings and other, events are other elements of
interaction. The rise in farm experiences often provides a needed'setendary income stream to farmers
within the province. Agri-tourism is of increased interest to theé c and farmers and must be
balanced against the protection of viable farmland. '

Agriculture in British Columbia is a priority for the proyir m"a'F government.:Prime agricuitural land has been
protected for farming use through the Agriculture i3 ' Reserve (ALR} since 1973, While the Agricuiture
Land Commission Act (ALC ACT) established that farm_ng is the priority use of lang ) w;thm its boundaries, it
does not address the conflicts that often occur on the bof\d r betw _rura! and urba' Jand use, or guide
how local governments ptan for agnculture : B

Current Repulatory Framework

Sectlon 2 of the ALR Use, Subdw;smn and Procedures Regu!atmn {ALRHeguIatlon] currently provides for

Local gavemments and othesrs have |dsl'\1t" ied that the emstmg definition of agri-tourism, and the

circumstantes under which agrt—téur:sm ‘activities and accommodations may be established in the ALR
without appllcaﬁon to the ALC, wouid benefit from further definition. Providing further certainty on
what is, and is not;’ }aermlsmble in thl?p area could help farmers to earn additional income by showcasing
aspects and attributes.of an active’ farm while minimizing the impact and potential conflict of such
activities on agnculturahignd_, nei '_bourmg farm operations, and local governments.

Stakeholders have also been"a"s"k'i'ﬁg for the Pravince to provide greater clarity on what constitutes
“temporary” and “seasanal”, and on when an activity “promotes or markets farm products”,
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Moving Forward — Results of the Minister’s Bylaw Standard for Agri-tourism and
Farm Retail Sales Consultation
February 4, 2016

2014 ALC Consultation

Gn March 27, 2014 Bill 24 {the Agricuitural Land Commission Amendment Act) was introduced ta the
Legislative Assembly of British Columbia. Also in 2014, the Ministry of Agriculture (Ministry) undertock
an extensive consuitation process on potential amendments to the ALR Reguiation. In-person
stakeholder consultations were held in alf six regions of the ALR with over 100 stakeholder groups in
attendance, including local governmaents, farm and ranch arganizations, agriculfure, and farmland
advocacy groups {the ful! report is available at the following link:
http://www2.gov.be.caflocal/haveyoursay/Docs/Agriculture Stakeholder Summary.pdf).

In addition to these regional stakeholder constidtations, public input was solicited through a
guestionnaire on the ALR Regulation Consultation website, and via mail and email to a dedicated ALR
Consuitation address.

The consuitation on potential changes to the Agricultural Land Commission Act: Agriculturat Land
Reserve Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation included the following question:

Question 10: Should greater clarity be provided on what constitutes an agri-tourism activity that is
aflownble in the ALR without an application, and if so what parameters shouid be estabiished?

The following bullets summarize the responses to the questions (see alse page 15 of consultation
summary paper}. While the need for clarity was identified the consultation did not identify a consensus
on what parameters should be established.

s A majority of stakeholders from all regions responded that further clorification should be
provided on whot constitutes agri-tourism to ensure that agri-tourism activities and
accommuodation are in foct seasonof and are only conducted in support of the main agriculturai
activity of forming, not in place of it. Local governments in porticular were very strongly of the
view that further definition is required,

e Asmall number of groups from Zone 2, and the template responses from the Dawson Creek oreaq,
felt there should he fewer restrictions on agri-tourism than is currently the case. Suggested ideas
included alfowing rodeos, fall fairgrounds, and equestrian events.

e The issue of compliance and enforcement with respect to agri-tourism activities on the ALR was a
recurring theme in oil regions, as was the issue of property tax equity between tourism refated
businesses focated on and off form.

2015 Agri-tourism Consultation

As a result of the 2014 ALC consultation and based on input received from the ALC and local
governments, the Ministry drafted a proposed Minister’s Bylaw Standard on Agri-Tourism and Farm
Retail Sales {proposed Bylaw Standard) as part of a September 2015 Discussion {white) Paper.
Definitions and bylaw standards related to aspects of agricuiture may be established by the Minister of
Agriculture per Section 551 of the Local Government Act.
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Page 21 of 179 AGR-2016-61347P2



Moving Forward — Results of the Minister’s Bylaw Standard for Agri-tourism and
Farm Retail Sales Consultation
February 4, 2016

The proposed Bylaw Standard sought to expand on the ALR Regulation and provide guidance to local
governments on enacting bylaws for agri-tourism. For any aspect of agri-tourism not covered by other
current government bytaws {for example the ALR Regulation) or the proposed Bylaw Standard, local
governments retain the abitity to enact bylaws within their existing legislative powers of authority.

The Ministry initiated consultation with local governments on the proposed Bylaw Standard on October
6th, 2015. The cansuliation was extended until lanuary 15, 2016 and further opened to accept
submissions from BC self-identified agri-tourism operators. The to umber of responses, by
organization, is as follows: y

Number of Responses Organisation

35 Loczl governments (LGs): 43 submissions includes 6 LGs responding
more than once:

e« 21 Municipalities

= 14 Regional Districts and the Islands Trust

14 B.C. Industry Associations and Institutes (Including UBCM and BCAC)
49 Individual stakeholders

106 Total Responses

. Agn-tourism shq_: ldbe better defined versus agn-tourism flexibility should be maximized.
e The Minister's Bylaw Standard as presented is helpful versus the proposed Minister's Bylaw
Standard isn"t useful.

e Agri-tourism is needed to support farming versus there should be iimits en how much agri-
tourism should be allowed.

M All of the Right to Farm regulated governments (four} responded.
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Moving Forward — Results of the Minister’s Bylaw Standard for Agri-tourism and
Farm Retail Sales Consultation
February 4, 2016

s Agri-tourism should not be defined In terms of income versus agri-tourism should generate
less incame than primary farming.

Moving Forward

Given that two major consultation efforts have produced a lack of consensus about agri-tourism, and
given there are differing opinions about the usefuiness of the proposed Bylaw Standard, ministry staff
have formulated a process for moving forward and a range of possrbie approaches for achieving more
clarity about agri-tourism. -

s.13

This work has been gmded by the fcﬂowmg pnnmpies

1 jiAgrl tourism is a legtt:mate actmty that shouid be supported as a supplement tc farm
) ‘lncome A A

2. Agr1~tour|sm that occurs ata Iocatmn classified as 2 farm under the Assessment Act should
be suhsidiary o but sugpﬂnlve of farm production

3. Pruvmcnaliy, there shoultd:be consistency about what is considered agri-tourism

4. Farm tax statis should reflect farming activity not the presence of agri-tourism. Farm tax
status is not intendied to create a financial advantage for large scale commercial operations
that should be located in appropriate commercial zones.

5. The loss and/or fragmentation of farmland due to agri-tourism should be minimized.

6. Process should ke simple. Agri-tourism activities must be sufficiently well defined that the
ALC is not required to constantly clarify what is considered an acceptable farm or non-farm
use

7. Agri-tourism has local government imptications that must ke recognized. Local
governments have the ability to shape agri-tourism through local government regufatory
tools.
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Moving Forward — Results of the Minister’s Bylaw Standard for Agri-tourism and
Farm Retail Sales Consultation
February 4, 2016

The approaches identified are not mutually exciusive and further development is required. A
preliminary feasibility assessment identified the most promising approaches. For an approach to be
considered feasible it must be possible to substantively improve clarity within the next 12 manths. For
this reason regulation changes were considered “high” feasibility while Act changes were not considered
feasible at this time. Because both the 2014 and 2015 consultation processes generated similar results,
continued consultation was also excluded.

Possible Approaches
Approach Description rity P Feasibility
o Assessment
'Regulation s13
Minister’s
Bylaw
Standard

Local -
Government
Tools -

Policy

Next Steps - Approach

. . . . s.13
The initial assessment of the approaches is presented in graphic form below. T wpvv viic cim riven
s.13
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Moving Forward — Results of the Minister’s Bylaw Standard for Agri-tourism and
Farm Retail Sales Consultation
February 4, 2016

s.13

Next Steps - Process

* Confirm approach: dire d D!scuss at theforthcommg meeting with the ALC,
UBCM, BCAC and new entrants
e  Continue with needed hl _"_'kgroun

Develop 3 cammumcat;o ns si:ra_ gy-?nc:}udmg a consuitatzon update to be posted to the ministry
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Consultation Feedback — SUMMARY REPORT

September 2015 Agri-tourism & Farm Retail Sales Discussion Paper and
Proposed Minister's Bylaw Standard
Ministry of Agriculture

1. Introduction
This document summarizes feedback received by the Ministry of Agriculture (AGRI} during the

consultation phase of the September 2015 Discussion Paper and proposed Minister’s Bylaw Standard on
Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales. The total number of responses, yorganisation, is as follows:

Number of Responses | Organisation

35 Local Governments (LGs): 43 submissians including 6 LGs responding more
than once™:

s 21 Municipalities

¢ 14 Regional Districts and the Islands Trust

14 8.C. Industry Associations {including institutes)
49 Individual stakehoiders
106 Total Re’sponses

Comments received from ]et:ai governments mdustn; as__ ; tions and dividual stakeholders have
been compiled, review: "'anasiy!ied by MImSIl‘;y staff: ased: on' he subtopics presented in the paper
{see below). The comﬁien-ts have be&rt grouped acc ng to four attributes to assist in ide ntifying

et 5 Opposes, 3} Issues; and 4) Ideas, The evaluation

Sixteen Iacai governments pressed support for the discussion paper. Five commented on the

limited timeframe 10 review t ""-paper Two local governments suggested changes to the Agricuiture

Land Comm.*ssmnﬁct (ALCA) an Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) Use, Subdivision and Procedure

(USP) Regulatlon Others SUBEE! ed that greater clarity is required on the application process and
the intent of the regU]atlon &t agri-tourism should not result in inexpensive housing on farmland;
and that wineries shoul | il-based and not industrial in nature,

* Three industry associations voiced their support for the bylaw standard, while one opposed it. Six
industry associations mentioned that the short timeframe to review the paper was a hardship. One
was opposed to operations making more income from agri-tourism than farming having to apply for
non-farm use approvai from the Agricuiture Land Commission [ALC).

¢ Individual stakeholder comments were varied, but many were opposed to greater regulation of

agri-tourism, Some mentioned that the regulations should be flexible, some that agri-tourism could

heip offset the high cost of farming, and some that income oppartunities should not be limited,

All four of the Right to Farm regulated governments responded.

February 4, 2016
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3. Comments on Agri-tourism:

¢ Four local governments expressed either general support for the standard or mentioned that it
provides clarity, Two local governments stated that the proposed bylaw standard limits the
flexibHity that local governments have in regulating agri-tourism. One local government exprassed
the opinion that the preposed criteria are inconsistent with the ALR USP Regulation and two others
stated that the proposed standards wauld increase required staff resources at the local government
level.

¢ Three local governments stated support for second incomes from agri-tourism. Two local
governments suggested that weddings should be aliowed on a seasonat basis, and two expressed
support for agri-tourism education. Two local governments asked for more clarity around
agriculture vs. non-farm use. s

* Three industry associations stated that the proposed standards are too restrictive of agri-tourism,
and two stated that farmers should be ahle to provide educatim 1o the public. Others expressed
generaf support for the standards, or commented that ex:stmg operations should not be penalized
and that the regulations should be flexible or that each operation be’-constdered on a case-by-case
basis. % '

« Individual stakeholders commented that the' standa rds should be less prescnptwe and more

performance-driven and that the focus should be an-preserving farmiand. Others mentioned that

farmers rely on the income from agrl_tounsm and com er ia eddmgs to subsadzze farm

Proposed Definitions : : - 2

+  Most local governments provu‘ied feedback an the_' e‘ﬁmtmns, _lth many commenting that the
definitions require.more clarity and many providedf sliggestions for changes.

+ Industry associations: did not comment spemflcaﬂy on definitions.

* [ndividual stakeholders had mafy Suggestlons for ;}aﬁmtmns they felt were missing from the
standard R

Accessory Fg rm Actwntv _ :

s Five lacai governments expressed suppart for agri-tourism being a suberdinate use.

* Three loca{ governments oppa'se using’ mcome to determine accessory use

« One local govemment supporred using income as a measure of determining whether or not the use
is subordinate, while three opposed this.

+ Two local governments supparted tocal government policy that is aligned with ALC regulations.

e Eight local governmehts noted that determining accessory through income is praoblematic and
suggestions were made for alternatives such as using a ratic between agri-tourism area and the area
of land in active production.

» Four local gavernments requested greater clarity on this component of the discussion paper.

s Four industry associations hold the position that linking income to accessory use is problematic or
rzises concerns.

¢ Three industry associations voiced support for agri-tourism being a subordinate use, and one
supported using income as a means of determining if the use is subordinate.

» Five industry associations were opposed to using income as a means of determining if agri-tourism
use is accessory.

» Twe industry associations support that agri-tourism enables farming.

February 4, 2016
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= One industry associations noted that temporal and spatial measures wouid be a better way of
determining if agri-tourism is accessory.

+ Fourindividual stakeholders supported agri-tourism as a subordinate use.

« Eieven individual stakeholders stated that agri-tourism income enables farming.

« Seven individual stakeholders were opposed to using income as a means of determining if agri-
tourism is accessory.

e FEight individual stakeholders hold the position that linking agri-tourism accessory use to income is
problematic or raises concerns.

o Two individual stakeholders suggest the Ministry provide further clarity and/or information.

¢ Individual stakeholders presented a number of ideas for determining if agri-tourism is accessary or
problematic that require further review to determine if they. gould be incorporated into the
Minister's Bylaw Standard and if they wouid ultmately b 3 ble far tocal governments to
implement. 4

Farm Class: . E
e Few local governments had comments on thij section One stated thatt" s section provides clarity.

Others had concerns over the role of the ALC uat__enforcement while anot "stated that farms
should have lower taxes. : RS

+ Four local govemments suggestthe M|n|stry provide greater clarity on the approval process.

s Two industry assﬁciatlons suggest restricting non-farm use to existing avaitable, non-productive
lands. S
Two industry assoaat‘aﬂs suggest the Ministry encourage marketing and promotion.

Industry associations sugge!;ted that the scale of activity needs to be considered reiative to the size
of the agricultural operation and that the income ratio should be used rather than putting limits on
seasonal and temporary.

»  Two Individual stakeholders oppose proposing the regulations restrict commercial assembly events.

s Five individual stakeholders take issue with the clarity of uses and definitions.

+ Two individual stakeholders take issue with the inclusion of additional uses and activities in Table 2
Tier 1,

*  Two individual stakeholders take issue with the bureaucratic approval process.

+ Three individual stakeholders take issue with conflicts with local government bylaws.

Two individual stakeholders suggest limiting the number and sie of events in a season.

February 4, 2016
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Agri-tourism Accommodation:
» Two local gpovernments oppose the prohihition of kitchens in sleeping units. One local government

supports the prohibition.

» Twoe local governments support the draft standards for Agri-teurism Accommodation,

» Two local governments support keeping Agri-tourism Accommodation within a 2000 m? farm
residential feotprint,

¢ Six local governments require more clarity on various components of the Agri-tourism
accommaodation criteria.

*  Three local governments expressed concern that these units w:ll become year-round, permanent
residences. T

* Three local governments mentioned issues with monltormg and enforcement of accommodations.

* Two local governments expressed concern about the pruilferatlon of RV parks and deterioration of
farmiand and fack of farming which occurs on these. propertles and: two local governments
mentioned issues with enforcement around RV storage on farmland:: .

* Two local governments suggested prohibiting water and sewer hook- -up. ta agri-tourism sleeping
units, and two suggested that the number of umts be based on a per ha ba&srather then an
outright number. : S

» Other local governments suggested imitations on the amount': 5 parking spaces asaoaated with
these uses, limiting stays by each persnn 1o ne more tham 30 days in a calendar year, and size limits
on the units. One suggested the use a'TUP for agri- tnurlsm accommodation.

s  One individual stakeholder supported restrlr:ting the area for: agn -tourism accommodation to 5% of
parcel area. _

» Two stakeholders werg Qppnsed to Ilmltlng cam psnteste 10 unlts (nete these were from the horse
industry and were concemed ahdut temporary\euent camping whlch would not be affected by the
10 campsite limit): -~

¢ Two stakeholders (bo h?wmerles} tieswed an lnt:r&ase of the type, quality and number of
accommodation units, withone suggestmg a 75 unitlimit and the other a 40 unit limit.

s One stakehalder was opposed' the proti :mon on caokmg facilities in sleeping units.

Two tacafl governments sup :\___arted re ulrlng permeabie surfaces for agri-tourism parking areas.

s  Three Iocaigavernments offerad their support for the ‘other’ criteria.

¢ One local government expressed concern that they do not have jurisdiction to reguiate lighting
exceptin re%atltmto off-street parklng areas.

s Three regional dlstricbs ment!aned that regional districts do not have the ability to regulate many of
these items. T

+ Local government suggestions include: having a maximum site coverage for parking and being more
specific about how much parking should be required for retail and accommaodation uses; have all
agri-tourism uses proceed through a local government/ALC application.

* (One industry assaciation expressed concern gbout biosecurity issues and agri-tourism. Another
suggested that properties should have 1o be large ensugh to provide adequate buffering for
neighbours. A third suggested that due diligence should be exercised to avoid nuisances.

» Individual stakeholders had a few comments on this section ranging from support for the criteria;
allowing local governments 1o issue permits for these activities; and suggesting additional criteria
such as using only less productive areas of the farm and holding events by invitation or ticket sales
only (i.e. not open to the public).

February 4, 2016
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Farm Retail Saies and Marketing:
¢ One local government stated that they do not want to see farms becoming retait centres, while

their AAC commented that they were opposed to limiting income from agri-tourism aperations.

s Two local governments asked for ciarification on limits on the sale of off-farm products.

» Suggestions from local governments included having a maximum footprint for cideries, wineries,
distilleries and farm retail sales and locating these uses close to the road; defining ‘bulk sales’. One
local government suggested that restaurants should be aliowed.

s industry associations cormmented that they were either opposed to the 50% rule or that the rule
was difficult to monitor and enforce. A comment was made thatfarm retail sales area should not
include display areas. One industry association commented thagthe 300 m ?maximum floor area
should be removed and the ALR USP Regutation number be ed'instead”.

* Two individual stakeholders mentioned that they suppai =50% rule, but three were apposed to
using floor area as a means of measuring the 50%. These._, ree"éﬁﬁeholders mentioned that the
fioor area measurement does not work when usi y.C
in situations where higher value farm produc .l_i'
value and bulkier vegetables. '

: i .due to advance bookings of 12-24 months
Another industry asso aﬁon mai ethe suggestlcn “hat there should be a one- stop shop for permits
and appravals in order to ini;rease efﬁclency

e Individual stakehoider feediick ranged: fram supporting the bylaw standard criteria, to not wanting
restrictions '_' agri tourism. T & was some support for not requiring TUPs or rezonings for
legitimate agn-tbunsm activit ;While some supported requiring business licences for event and
activities, others opposed business licensing in the ALR.

* Note: the ALR USP Regulation includes a maximum 300 m” for retail sales areas that include off-farm products, 56
this may have been a misunderstanding.
*TUP: Temporary Use Permit

February 4, 2016
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Commercial Weddings:

*+ Two local governments supported a non-farm use approval process for commercial weddings, and
two supported using TUPs for permitting this use,

* One local government suggested using a special event licence.

¢ One local government suggested that a TUP would be anerous for the applicant and the local
government.

* One industry association was opposed to a non-farm use approval for weddings, while another
peinted out that weddings are a form of agri-tourism.

One industry association stated that agriculture should remain the priarity use in the ALR.

*  Agreater number of individual stakeholders expressed support far commercial weddings as an agri-
tourism use with some pointing out that it is likely to raise. awareness about farming. Some
stakeholders supported fow impact weddings on land whére fa' = ng is occurring and the
requirement for non-farm use approval from the ALC, - -

+  Two individual stakeholders commented that ALR'lands should be used prlmarlly for farming, while
one opposed allowing commercial weddings ¢ or :

e Sixindividual stakeholders were apposed to etther excluding commerciat weddmgs from the
definition of agri-tourism, or to restrictions on, or, r\egufatlon ofyweddings in the ALR.

Two individual stakeholders were opposed to having to obtal permits for wedd__ings in the ALR.

¢ Four individual stakeholders requéﬁéﬁ---cia rity on the ALR regdlations, while three requested clarity
on the definition of commercial wead -._-{)f!e suggested‘ :diéﬁining commercial wedding based on
frequency and impact to the land. "« : - -

s Sixindividual stakeholders suggested that holdmg,weddmgs on farms promotes the education of
the guests. - : . g L

Bistros and Restaurantg . | o
* Local governments pmv:ded AUy rbus ideas for regulatmg bistros and restaurants in the ALR.
These mcluded_streamlmmg.the 2P| vai_process, aitowmg mobile feod carts; and increased clarity

. Industry assocnatrons did not comment on thig: et:tlon of the proposed standard.

s QOna md{wdual stakeholder commented on the fa¢t that BC Assessment views their farm café as a
com merr.!al use in spite ofselling farry pwd ucts.

e Two mdwidual stakeholders félt that farm tafés are an acceptable form of agri-tourism if the café is
seiling farm products and woufd'be similar to a tounge that is atlowed for wineries, cideries,
breweries and dfst;tienes :

5. Other Comments: e

e Local governments had a mimber of ideas and suggestions for improving the clarity of various
sections of the proposed bylaw standard.

» Two industry associations suggested that there should not be a bylaw standard.

+ Other industry associations suggested that there should be greater consultation and requested
clarity on specific sections of the proposed bylaw standard.

= One individual stakeholder commented that the consultation period was too short.

February 4, 2016
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6. Enforcement and Compliance:

¢ Ten local governments, two industry associations and two individual stakeholders stated that
there are issues around enforcement and monitoring of the new bylaw standards.

* One local government suggested that the ALC should monitor and enforce the ALC regulations while
another suggested that the ALC work with the local government to enforce the regulations.
Three industry associations state that it would be a challenge to enforce any new standards.
Two individual stakeholders state that it would be a challenge ta enforce any new standards.

Prepared by:

Strengthening Farming Unit

Innovation and Adaptation Services Branch
BC Ministry of Agriculture
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Agritourism Discussion - Annotated Agenda

Date: Thursday, February 4, 2016

Location: MTIC R999 Boardroom A
Suite 667 - 6th floor
999 Canada Place, Vancouver, B.C.

February 4, 2016 Chair - Derek Sturko, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Agriculture

Coffee & muffins

830"
9:00 | Welcome and introductions
¢ Derek Sturko
9:10 | Opening Camments Objective of the meeting:
s Minister Letnick - Brief overview of recent Ministry focal issues, achievements and upcoming big
picture items - economic growth, food supply security and climate change.
- Importance of BCAC, ALC and UBCM to understand the consultation results and
provide input/suppori as solutions are developed.
9:20 | Consultation Parameters Discussion Points:

e Derek Sturko

- Brief overview of two consultations — 2014/2015

- Overview of number and type of feedback received

- Briefly summary of the process

- Feedback on issues: little consistent content; few constructive solutions

l1|Page
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9:30

What We Heard

¢ Brenda Lennox

Discussion Points:

- Thank attendees and their membership for the feedback and input into this
complex issue

- Compare and contrast the range of views

- Checkin: is this consistent with what attendees heard from their members?

10:15.

Break
10:30 | Check-In Discussion Points:
e All - Moving forward is now the focus
- Response to principles
- Response to approaches
- Checkin: Have we identified the best approach{es} for moving forward?
11:30 { Wrap Up Discussion Points:
s Minister Letnick - Thank the groups for their participation
- Re-affirm groups are partners in developing solfutions that work both for industry
and local governments
11:45 | Next Steps Discussion Points:

¢ Derek Sturko

- We appreciate the opportunity to confirm approach and direction
- Will continue with needed background work
- Will develop a communications strategy including a consuitation update to be
posted to the ministry website
o Summary of feedback posted to website by March 31, 2016
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Ministry of Agriculture
Agritourism Discussion

Thursday, Feb. 4, 2016;
9:00 am - noon

Location

MTIC R999 Boardroom A

Suite 667 - 6th floor

999 Canada Place, Vancouver, B.C,

Participants

Agricultural Land Commission:
Frank Leanard, Chair
Kim Grout, Executive Director

Union of British Columbia Municipalities:

Greg Maclssac, Executive Director
Danyta Welch, Policy and Programs

New Entrants:
Alexis Warmerdam, BC Young Farmers
Jared Delong, Young Producers Assoc.

BC Agriculture Council;
Rhonda Driediger, Former Chair
Reg Ens, Executive Director

Ministry of Agriculture:
The Honourable Norm Letnick, Minister
of Agriculture
Derek Sturko, Deputy Minister
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager

AGENDA
Chair: Derek Sturko
9:00-9:10am Welcome and Introductions Derek Sturko
' 9:10 - 9:20 am Opening comments -' Minister Letnick
9:20-9:30 am Consultation parameters Derek Sturko
9:30-10:15 am o What we heard Brenda Lennox
10:15-10:30 am | Break
10:30-11:30 am Check-in All
11:30 - 11:45 am Wrap up'u Minister Letnick
11:45-noon Next Steps Derek Sturko o
Adjourn
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Fair, Susan P AGRI:EX

From:

Sent:

To:

Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Lalani, Arif AGRLEX

Monday, September 21, 2015 4:28 PM

Sturko, Derel AGRIEX

Fair, Susan P AGRI:EX; Morales, Stefan AGRLEX; Neufeld, Blair JAGEX

FW: Minister's Bylaw Standard on Agri-tourism and Retail Sales in the ALR

DRAFT 2015 09 14 Agri-tourism Discussion Paper.docx; DRAFT Agr-tourism Discussion
Paper - Webpage Text Sept 14 2015.docx

Derek — just got this... earlier in the summer, the Minister asked staff to prepare a discussion paper on agri-tourism and open
the consultation during UBCM. | was briefed {ast week on agri-toursim but was not aware of the discussion paper timeframa
re; UBCM. 1 belleve the intent is to post the attached doc to our website and notify the approximately 140 tocal governments,
who are the primary stakeholders for this cansultation via email. The consultation will close on November 30, 2015. It

requires your approval. Thanks,

Arif Lalani
Assistant Deputy Minister

Business Development Division

Ministry of Agriculture
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RITISH Ministry of
COLUMBIA  Agriculture

Regul _tmg
Agrl—tourlsm and Farm Retai

in the

DISCUSSION PAPER ANB PROP.SED. MIN ISTER’S BYLAW
STAND ARBS s

ptemberm, 2015

Prepared by:
Strengthening Farming Program
Innovation and Adaptation Services Branch
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Executive Summary

This discussion paper (‘white paper’) has been prepared by the BC Ministry of Agriculture
(AGRTI) Strengthening Farming Program, Innovation and Adaptation Branch for input on the
establishment of a Minister’s Bylaw Standard to assist local government bylaw development
regarding agri-tourism, agri-tourism accommodation and farm retail sales.

Its preparation follows the 2014 AGRT’s consultation on the Agricultural Land Rescrve (ALR)
Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation (ALR USP Regulalion) in which local governments
cxpreqch strong support for AGRI to provide greater danty m gmdan(,e to local government
bylaws on agri-tourism. .

The proposed Minister’s Bylaw Standard criteria, set eut in Part 3.0, result from input
contributed by the Agricultural Land Commission (ALCY; local governments and the agricultural
sector. While the proposed Minister’s Bylaw Standard provisions agply to land in the
Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR), local governmenfs may also wish to adopt for all agriculturally
zoned property.. ;

AGRI invites local governments to review the prop@sed Minister’s Bylaw Standard and provide
feedback to the contact listed on page1g.by November 3¢ . Feedback received will be
analysed by AGRI staff, with updates and improvements. made to the proposed Minister’s Bvlaw
Standard in preparation for the Mmlster of Agnculture s (’\?Emmter) consideration.
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Introduction

This paper outlines draft criteria to assist local governments in regulating their agri-tourism,
agri-tourism accommodation and farm retail sales bylaws, aiming to encourage further
discussion on the matter with local governments, the ALC and the farm sector. It is important
that the bylaw standard criteria effectively guide local government land use regulations within
the context, and intents, of the Agricultural Land Commission, Farm Practices Protections
(Right to Farm), and Local Government and Community Charter Acts and their regulations.
The draft criteria reflect analysis undertaken by AGRI statf, previous consultations with local
governments, the ALC, industry, and the Ministry of Commumty, bport and Culturai
Development (CSCD).

1.0 Part one — The Criteria Deveﬁéﬁﬁﬁem Process

This paper explores and proposes land use regulatmn and pohcy gmdance for local governments
to address agri-tourism and farm retail sales igsizes in their communmes whxle recognizing
these uses are permitted (with exceptions) withitt the ALR. .

Foliowing consultation with stakeholders and apprcval byt

, Minister, the bylaw criteria will
hecome a Minister’s Bylaw Stand arci‘and_mcorporatcd wﬁ:hl ‘the “Guide for Bylaw Development
in Farming Areas” (Bylaw Guide).!

1.1 Purpose and G@&Es

The purposes of estabhshmg kmd use regulataon cntemata address Iocal government concerns
regarding agri-tourisr. and farm r&tall sales are .tﬂ-“ "

1. Establisha Mmlster’s Bylaw Stz_i__ndard that provides ﬂemblhty for local governments to
shape agn—tourlsm a&tzm their\wmmumtj s while ensuring that agriculture in the

3. "Mmlmxze the unpact of agrl—ttiturlsm and retall sales on farm practices and farmmg
potentlal in farming areas;

4. Minimize loss and/or ﬁ’agment 13()11 of farmland due to agri-tourism and retail sales

uses; . .

Reduce I‘he fimancial }mbalanr.e that results from large scale commercial operdtlonb

locating inexpensively in t’i]e ALR and outcompeting those that have located in

appropriate comiercial zenes; and

6. Minimize the risk of agii-tourism and farm retail sales buildings and structures being
used for non-farm purposes.

1.2 Stakeholders

o

Stakeholders involved in developing these Bylaw Standard eriteria include:

t Under the Loval Government Act (Part 26, Division 8, Section 916), the Minister responsible for the Farm Practices
Protection (Right to Farm) Act can develop bylaw standards to guide the development of zoning and farm bylaws.
Development of provineial standards is intended to promote consistency in the regulation of, and planning for,
farming. However, provision has been made under Section 916(3) to allow the standards to differ, if necessary, to
respond to BC's diverse farming industry and land base.
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a) Local governments and their Agricultural Advisory Committees (AAC);
b) Agriculture industry;

e) ALC;

d) Strengthening Farming Directors Commitiee,

e) CSCD;and

f} Ministry of Jobs, Tourism and Skills 'Iraining.

1.3 Objectives of the Process

The objectives of the process are to:

1. Create a set of Bylaw Standard criteria for stakehol. . view;

2. Consult with stakeholders; and -

3. Develop a Minister’s Bylaw Standard that locai gevernm |
policy. ‘

can apply as regulation or

1.4 Key Steps

The key steps in creating the Minister] Bylaw Standard

Review relevant literature ind &mgAGRI and AKC poli
Review and compare local govemmant raguldtlons dnd olicies;
Develop draft criteria; )
Consult with internal and externahstakehol&crs'an the dmf!: cnterla
Revise criteria for eénsidération by ”thé Minister; )

Seek Minister’s a'pproval and R

VWO s N e

. Rewewed previous a i yand farm retail sales consultations with local

gov erm;_x;m gts mdustry‘,.ﬂ",le ALC and CSCD

and winter.

1.6 Context for Bylaw Standard Establishment

AGRI has initiated Minister’s Bylaw Standards in the past for three significant agricultural
issues which have been approved by the Minister. AGRI staff use the Minister’s Bylaw Standards
to encourage local governments to adopt them into their land use bylaws. They are:

s Regulating Medical Marihuana Production Facilities in the ALR (2014);
» Combined Heat and Power Generation at Greenhouses in the ALR (2013); and
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« Siting and Size of Residential Uses in the ALR {2011).
These Minister’s Bylaw Standards can be found in AGRT’s “Guide for Bylaw Development in
Farming Areas” with additional information at:

http://wwwz.gov.be.ca/gov/content/industry/agricutinre-seafood /agricultural-land-ang-
environment/strengthening-farming/local-government-bylaw-standards-and-farm-bylaws.

2.0 Part two - Background
2.1 Context

Farmers throughout B.C. are looking for options to increage then' economic viability, mdudmg
agri-tourism and farm retail sales. These two particulari igsnes have become more prominent in
recent years and local governments are amending theit agrl—toumm, agri-tourism
accommodation and farm retail sales bylaws, sometimes causmg frustration with farmers and
the public. Sometimes there may be conﬂlctmg gommunity views on‘what actually constitutes
agri-tourism activities, and what ‘accessory’, seasona] and ‘temporary’; wathm this context
really mean. S o

While the ALC provides direction regarding agri- tmmsm an Vfarm retail sales mthe ALR, one of
the questions asked during the Ministry’s 2014 ALR USP Regulation consultation process
included agri-tourism, with local goveérsmenis indicating stfong support for AGRI to develop
greater clarity in bylaw guidance for agn~t0un$m JIncorporatigg analysis from previous
consultation, AGRI staff antlclpate strong response fmm stakeholderb on the subject.

Ideally, developing this: tiew: hhmster s B}law Standard Wﬂl assmt ir halancmg stakeholder
concerns, minimize comrnuNity fmstratlon, :md prmnde greatel‘ eertainty while maintaining the
flexibility required for local goverrament comnmity decision miaking and variation. The
proposed Minister’s ByTaw Standard applies to property in the ALR. Given however that
agricultural activity in B.C. takes plaee both on ALR and non-ALR property, local governments
with agnculturally zcmed land m  also’ consrder adophng it.

2.2 @mr@ﬂé Pol sw-.ﬁ.,@gaﬁﬂaia@n and Regulation

Agn—tounsm and farm retall sales are deﬁned as farm uses by the ALR USP Regulation? of the
Agriculture Land Commission Act where a farm usc means an occupation or use of tand for
farm purpases, including farming of land, plants and animals and any other similar activity
designated as farm use by regulation, and includes a farm operation as defined in the Farm
Practices Protection (R:ght fo }farm } Act:

» Agri-tourism is a tourlst activity, service or facility accessorv to ALR land classitied as a
farm under the Assessment Act, if the use is temporary and seasonal, and promotes
or markets farm products growmn, raised or processed on the farm.,

» Farm retail sales if all of the farm product offered for sale is produced on the farm on
which the retail sales are taking place, or at least 50% of the retail sales area is limited to
the sale of farm products produced on the farm on which the retail sales are taking place

2 B.C. Reg. 171/2002 Agricultural Land Reserve Use, Subdmslon and Procedure Regulation. Last retrieved August 24,
2015 from htp://www.ale.gov.be.ca/ale/content.pa
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and the total area, both indoors and outdoors, used for the retail sales of all products
does not exceed 300 m2.

Local governments cannot prohibit agri-tourism activities, other than agri-tourism
accommodation, or farm retail sales regulated by the ALR USP Regulation unless by a Farm
Bylaw designated by the Minister by Section 917 of the Loeal Government Act.

The ALC also publishes several policy documents on agri-tourism, agri-tourism accommeodation
and farm retail sales with respect to land in the ALR.

“The policies of the Conunission provide interpretation and clanﬁcanon of the
regulations; outline guidelines, strategies, rules or poszi‘mnb on various issues
and provides clarification and courses of action conmtently taken or adopted,
Jormally or informally.” - ALC .

These ALC policies include their terms of ‘seasona}f..;a;}&.-ftémﬁb :

¢ Temporary —means a use or activity int ility or area that is-established and used on
a limited time basis for agri-tourism ac¢livities. If a building or strticture is required for
this use, temporary use of the building o stxucture means a use for agri-tourism for less
than 12 months of the year. 'I'he bu11d1ng or stmcture may be used for o*ther permm:ed

s Seasonal - means a use or
year.4

:;_'_.Iandscapmg, st !raps, water hazardsete. Photographs that were put into
eiidence show chariges of p?‘emsely that kind to the petitioners’ property.
Thaﬁechanges must-remain in place as long as operation of the golf course
continyes. and cannot r'easonabfy be described as temporary s

The intent of thls praposed Byl _Standard is to provide greater clarity on what constitutes agri-
tourism, agri-tourisret aecommaddtlon farm retail sales, and the definitions of temporary and
seasonal. : v

3 ALC. Legislation and Regulation, Last retrieved August 24, 2015 frem

http:/ fwww.ale.gov.be cafale/content.page?id=4170AB0O¥ 114094261 A5BGCEF2A4FBF296

4 ALC. Policy #4 Activities designated as Farm Use: Agri-tourism Activities in the ALR, 2003. Last retrieved August
24, 2015 from

hitp://www.ale.gov.he.ca/ale/ DownloadAsset?assetld=9Aq07EgB31224D808675BE2E5 D78 ADBB&Silename=pelicy
_4 agri~tourism activities.pdf

3 Heather Hills Farm Society v. Agricultural Land Commission, 2015 BCSC 1108
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For farm retail sales, the processing/marketing of off-farm products may not be protected under
the Farm Practices Protection Act unless there are limits prescribed by the Minister under the
Farm Practices Protection Act.® This has implications for farms considering those options.

3.0 Part three — Proposed Set of Criteria

Part three introduces a set of criteria in which local governments would be encouraged to
consider when developing or amending their own bylaws on agri-tourism, agri-tourism
accommodation and farm retail sales. A rationale is provided for why certain criteria provisions
should be introduced and a proposed list is summarized of critéria and definitions.

3.1 Proposed Definitions

Aceessory (agri- means that the agn-tour:sm is bubm‘dmdte to the active farm
tourism) operation on the same lot. Agri- tounsm uses and activities only
augment a farmer .. fegular farm income, riot exceed or replace

Agri-tourism el L ;
produets fagrlcultural ope ons - all within a tourism
expenence'ﬂmt 1s paid for by visitors. It is a tourist activity,
service cxrfacﬂﬁy which is accessory to a farm operation, as
defined i the Farm Pracnces Pratechon (Right to Farm} Act,
- where the land is classified as a farm under the Assessment Act;
- :'and, _whcrc the farm 3 i actwe operahon each year.

1]

"ﬂlat are not from Ihe Jfarm unit of which the

Off-farm and non; e 15
j pmperty 15 part

farm products

e a,ns the omurj:ence over the same season(s), or at the same
tlme, each Vear, -

Regular 'g\asonal ) .
(agn—tﬂurlsm)

Season (agrl_:-.
tourism) - {me of the ffmr periods of the year: spring, summer, autumn or
th_efperiod of the year when something that regularly occurs
. every year happens; e.g. pumpkin festival before Halloween;
- and/or
. the period(s} when most people take their holidays, go to visit
places, or take part in an activity outside of work.

Seasonal (agri- means:

tourism) relating to, dependant on, determined by, or characteristic of a
particular season of the year;
fluctuating according to the season; and/or

% For more infermation, readers may wish to review the September 7, 2zo1: BC Farm Industry Review Board decision
Maddalozzo v. Pacfic Coast Fruit Products Lid last retrieved September 8, 2015 from

http:/ fwwwa2.gov be.ca/assets/gov/business/natural-resource-industries /agriculture/agriculture-documents/he-
farm-industry-review-board-docs/maddalozzo_v_pefp_dec_sep7_11.pdf
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available, or used, during one or more seasons, or at specific
times of the year - for less than twelve months of the year.

Small-scale (agri- means to be minor or limited in size, scope, or extent. {Local
tourism) governments could specify amounts.]

Temporary (agri- means having a limited duration, lasting or designed to last for
tourism) only a limited time each week, month, or year. E.g. an activity

occurs each year at the same time at a nearby festival, or other
event, or only a maximum duration of three days at a time.

3.2 Accessory farm activity

Local governments should identify agri-tourism as a _':._ﬂ't ed accessory use in all zones where
agriculture or farming is a permitted use. Accessory-agri-tourisaruse in the ALR is subordinate
and customarily incidental to the active farm ope'- tion on the samielot. Agri-tourism uses

and activities only augment a farmer’s regular farm income; father than exceed or

replace it.

Table 1. Examples of Agri-Taié.ri_sm_ a &}"Farm Incb’iﬁés

. Column A = - I BRI ColumnB
- . Agri-lourism Inmne S IR Farm Inmme _
Entry or partlmpauon fees, tour fees anary agnalltm'al production income

Fees for tours, services dnd
the farm operation
Retail sales of off-farg
Agri-tourism accomniodat

kbhopb related to Vatus-added operahons processing of own farm
pmdﬁctS‘" T

'T'o be conqldered_ accesso
than the a.nm:a] sxitila

weddings, danferences or an’ I}.\nual mnslc festival. A local government could decide whether o
support those mmmert:lal acti ﬁEb in its Zoning if it is authorized by the ALC.

3.3 Farm @Ea@g

[ncome from accessory agﬂ__ iirism activities is not used to define farm class under the
Assessment Act (Sec 23 and Farm Class Reg. 411/95). Income for the purposes of farm class is
calculated based on the farm gate amounts for qualifying agricultural products and must be
generated in ane of two relevant reporting periads (i.e., once every two years).

3.4 Agri-tourism temporary and seasonal use in the ALR

Local governments should regard agri-tourism uses as a temporary and seasonal use. See the
definitions for guidance on defining these terms.
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3.5 Permitted and ALC approval required agri-tourism

use application
approval or local
government

use or rezoning permits
required,; outright use is .
permitted

approval
Local government non-
agriculture related activities or

activities
Table 2. Tiers of Agri-tourism Activities
IR 5 ’I‘leri..-_- . p o Tiera. D
- Activities Permltted Agm-toumsm Activit:es/events that
B o 7 activities 1 require ALC approval
On-farm » educational tours — general | ¢+ Non-farm-uses and commercial
public, school children -antertainment activities which do
« on-farm marketing, “ mot have an agrieultural
including U-pick and component:
pumpkin patches 1+ e, paint ball course, dirt bike
e temporary cornmaze of. - - tragls;-all-terrain vehicles trails,
Christmas tree maze” mini-train parks, remote control |
- agr]cultura] hemtagg_@vénts runways, hellcopter tours, etc. !
+ ranch or farm tours: \ s event and facﬂlty rentals l
« Jyvestock shows ‘ s ‘poncerts, the&tre OI' music E
¢ harvest festivals o festivals ' '
! e on-farni claases,and Jor : commercial weddmgs, banquets,
workshops ] ed 1o the hE _celebrations and any other
! farm operation v :-gdommercial assembly activity
« farmstaysorB&B . E
¢ onfarm processmg fac1hty
U tours,
Parking el --_self-comiamed off*road o Off-site overflow parking
. i parking. v that is used on a frequent
Sonie mrerﬂ v-could be en basis or that requires
i~ nelghbouring farm(g). resurfacing
L prowdesd it’s for 1nfrequent
“gvents, no permanent
aletations o the
agricultural land, and no
resurfacing such as with
.. gravel or asphalt paving
"o allow for school and tour
. buses
« on‘road parking at the
discretion of the local
government or Ministry of
Transportation in Regional
Districts
ALC non-farm No local government temporary | «  ALC non-farm use application
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permit * No ALC non-farm use o events may also require a
requirements application approval ¢ separate zone or temporary use

, permit

I » Special local government permits
1 - per event or per day, or both

3.6 Agri-tourism Accommodation

Section 3 of the ALR USP Regulation permits accessory accommodation for agri-tourism on a
farm in the ALR, but allows a local government to regulate and/or prohibit the use.

Where accommodation for agri-tourism is allowed by a 1 _g;;yernment the following

standards are recommended:

+ Total developed area for buildings, landse: pmg and access to the accommodation must
be no more than 5% of the parcel area;
¢ Could include a maximum of 10 sleepmg.umts composed of:

¢ Seasonal campsites, seasonal cabin: ar bed d'lbreakfast (B+B} bedrooms
3B, pdrr.el is recommehnded);
0d; qn must not 1nc1udc cookmg

Dependmg on the locatioh of the farin, the agri-tourism accommodation may need to be
available‘diiring more thiti one season, or its availability may vary with the seasons; e.g.,
horseback rldmg on tralls spring, sumimer, and fall, and cross-country skiing in the
winter.

e Occupation of a lot by agﬂ ~tourism accommodation are only permitted to be
femporary, seaso nal, and/or regular seasonal, to a maximum stay per person or per
family of 30 consecutive days in any 12 calenddr«month period. The ALC may allow
longer occupation if the farmer applies for a non-farm use; local zoning would also have
to allow it.

& Each local government which permits agri-tourism accommodation could develop a
monitoring methodology to ensure the occupation meets the above criteria.

10
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3.7 Other Agri-tourism Criteria
3.7.1 Off-street Loading Areas and Parking

Off-strect loading areas may be needed to transfer field products to a market stand/shop, and to
the customer’s vehicle. For criteria, see Part 2 of the “Guide for Bylaw Development in Farming
Areas”.

All vebicles visiting the agri-tourisni activities must be parked on site, or as otherwise permitted
by the local government. The parking capacity could be based on the average daily vehicle
numbers {recommended); local parking byiaws may have a different measure and short term
events with large numbers of people may require different parking standards. Overflow parking
occurs on public roads should adhere to local bylaws mcl ading clearances for emergency
vehicles and farm machinery. e

For farm site parking overflow situations, agri- tow'lsm operators should provide alternate
means of transportation, such as shuttles, blcycle parkmg, or horse corrals and off-site horse
trailer parking areas. . o

To minimise impacting farm land, parking should be a.long; ﬁel& edges, adjacent to farm roads,
farm yard areas near farm qtructurcs :

* The parking and loading area c;urfaces shauld mamm’ize infiltration of precipitation to
limit impacting a farm’s ground aml surﬁme ‘water; pavenient may not be appropriate.

s The depth and type of fill for agrrtWtsm pa\:}clng and loadmg areas should facilitate
possible fulure removal e. o 1f the agm—tourlsm aéttwty LedSBS

3.7.2 Site Lay@w gm Agrn-gi Eﬁﬂ%mi _Gﬁwme@

Site coverage and Setbacks far agﬂ Tourism strucmres must follow the standards for farm
structures: promded in Part 2 of the “Guide for Bvlaw Development in Farming Areas”.
Agri-tairism facﬂ111e&shauld belogated to miminize coverage of farm land and minimise
d1sturbancc of the present and potentxal future operation of the farm, neighbouring farms or
nearby urban uses; e.g., closeto the road and/ or clustered with o‘cher farm structures.

3.7.3 Laghﬁ:g

Floodlights and spoﬂ,lghts for ag -_:__e;tourzsm activities should be directed away and/or screened

from adjacent farms ahd other lﬁntl uses.

3.7.4 Signage
Each agri-tourism and farm retail operation, and the farm itself, should be allowed at least one
sign of at least 1.0 square metre. Normally, signs are located at the farm entrance, but variation

should be allowed for different building and site layouts and to ensure traffic safety. Third-party
signs and lighting of signs should follow local bylaws.

3.7.5 Noise

11
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Loudspeakers and other noise sources associated with the agri-tourism activity could be
regulated with local government noise bylaws.

3.8 Farm retail sales and marketing

For on-farm retail marketing, farmers sell their own farm products, and may sell some off-farm
or non-farm products directly from the farm unit and may require a retail indoor and/or
outdoor sales and display area.

Areas necessary for on-farm retail sales but not calculated as pa;'t of the on-farm retail sales area
are: R

« storage space for products awaiting display dﬂd/ or n
be available in a barn;
an office area for doing sales and farm- related pagerwcsf
washroorms;
driveways, parking and loading areas; an
some preparation space where produc_ﬁ'

ifk sales; larger storage areas may

? & & @

put in packages féi:‘____,_isplay or shipping.

Local governments should not limit retail c;ales ares of a farmeyr’s own farrirproducts i.e. the
direct farm marketing area. The ALR USP Regulaﬁ(‘}n does nat state an upper: Imut

Local government regulations muqt a]lowfo; the possibility: mf a retail sales area for
complementary off-farm or non-farm‘prodiicts. - The ALR USP. Regulation requires at Ieast 50%
of the total retail sales area be devoted tothat fatiw’s products;and where both farm products
and off-farm or non farm products being sold, the A wed upper limit of the total of the indoor
and outdoor sales areais 3{)&)&12 This shotld be adapted by local governments and not
reduced. o 2 T

To develop a larger retaﬁ s_"_"_es area 0

Al 1o sell leéé'ffhan 50% of that farm’s farm products, a
farmer must have both locak: 30V

_._.t-azad ALC namfarm use application approval.

3.9 m@aﬁ G@vemmeﬁ{' armits and Fees

Other than- the nsual permits and fees requlred for construction, local governments should only
require permits and fees for operations that require a non-farm application to the ALC and
should not requﬂ‘e tbe use of temporary (commercial} use permits.

Local governments shmﬁd onk _equest reimnbursement of extra local governinent costs
generated by the event or ope a:laon e.g., policing, fire service, road clean-up, and/or traffic
management.

3.10 Commercial Weddings

The use of the ALR for commercial weddings is considered a non-farm use which requires
approval of the ALC. Where a farm has received non-farm use approval from the ALC, the local
government may require a rezoning or temporary use permit. Temporary use permits are the
preferred method of dealing with this use as the local government can place additional controls
on the use that are not possible through zoning. These requirements could include hours of
operation.

12
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3.11 Bistros and Restaurants

Bistros, cafes and restaurants are considered in most cases non-farm uses which require non-
farm use approval of the ALC. Under specific criteria in the ALR USP Regulation however,
winery, brewery, cidery, distillery, and meadery lounges are permitted which do not require
non-farm use approval.

4.0 Ministry contact information

Stakeholders are welcome to provide feedback on the content af thls discussion by email or
letter. A

Email: AgriServiceBC@gov.bc.ca e
Mailing Address: Ministry of Agriculture, Strengthenmg Farmmg Prograrn
1767 Angus Campbell Road:

Abbotsford, B.C. Cdnadg.__V_'gG 2M3

13
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Regulating Agri-Tourism, Agri-tourism Accommodation and
Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural Land Reserve
Minister’s Bylaw Standard

The Ministry of Agriculture (Ministry) has prepared a discussion paper (white paper} to seek local government
input into a draft Minister's Bylaw Standard to assist local government bylaw development regulating agri-
tourism, agri-tourism accommodation and farm retail sales in the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). The
September 2013 Discussion Paper including the proposed Minister's Bylaw Standard may be accessed by
clicking on the following link:

Sepiember 2015 Discussion Paper
Local governments are invited to submit comments to the Ministry by email or letter to the following address:

Email: AgriServiceBC@gov.be.ca

Mailing Address: Ministry of Agriculture, Strengthening Farming Program
{767 Angus Campbell Road
Abbotsford, B.C. Canada V3G 2M3

The consultation on the proposed Minister’s Bylaw Standard is now open and will close at midnight PST,
November 36, 2015. Based on the input received, Ministry staff will prepare any necessary revisions and
submit it for the Minister’s approval. If approved, the definitions and bylaw standard criteria in Part 4 of the
document will be incorporated in the Ministry’s *Guide for Bylaw Development in Farming Areas’ pursuant to
Section 916 of the Local Government Act.

Right Side Bar:
Resources: Photo of Bylaw Guide with Guide for Bylaw Development in Farming Areas link

Useful Contacts: Have a question about agriculture in B.C.? Call or email. Telephone: 1 888-221-7141
AgriServiceBC@gov.be.ca
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Ministry of Agricufture
BRIEFING NOTE FOR MINISTER FOR DECISION

Ref: 181385 Date: June 5, 2015

Issue: Establishment of Minister’s Bylaw Standard on Agri-Tourism and Farm Retail Sales
Background:

Under the Farm Practices Protection (Right to Farm) Act, the Minister has the ability to establish
standards under section 916 of the Local Government Act to guide local government bylaw development.
Local government staff find the standards useful in the development of bylaws that are supportive of
farming. This is part of an ongoing process lead by the Strengthening Farming Program with involvement
by the Ministry of Agriculture {AGRI), Agricultural Land Commisston (ALC) staff, BC Farm Industry
Review Board staff and Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development staff.

The most recent Minister’s Bylaw Standards to be established include “Siting and Size of Residential
Uses in the ALR™, “Audible Bird Scare Devices” and “Combined Heat and Power Generation at
(Greenhouses in the ALR™,

Discussion:

In recent vears, AGRI staff have worked with the agri-tourism industry with input from the ALC to
develop a standard to provide greater clarity around farm-based tourism activities. Based on earlier work,
a draft Minister’s Bylaw Standard was submitted to the Minister for consideration in 2010. That work
was tabled to atlow for a larger review by the ALC Chair to be completed and the issue was subsequently
shelved in 2012 due to a lack of urgency to create the standard.

The Municipality of North Cowichan wrote Minister Pimm on October 28, 2013 requesting AGRI and
ALC develop policy on the regulation of agri-tourism within the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). A
response was sent March 17, 2014 indicating that the Minister would consider the request. While the
issues facing many local governments in relation to agri-fourism have not changed significantly since
2010, there 15 raised inlerest in guidance for clarity and consistency within local government bylaws
across the province as local governments report some difficulty in distinguishing between agri-tourism
and non-farm uses, causing frustration for the public, farmers, and iccal government staft.

As a result of the Municipatity of North Cowichan raising this issue, staff restarted the process to
complete a Minister’s Bylaw Standard on Agri-Tourism. Consultation for this standard was co-joined to
the outreach undertaken in 2014 via the consuitation on the ALR. Specifically, Question 10 of the ALR
consultation was “Should greater clarity be provided on whar constitutes an agri-tourism activity thaf is
allowable in the ALR without an application, and if so what parameters should be established?” Based
on the responses received, local governments were strongly in support of developing greater clarity
regarding agri-tourism, especially around what constitutes “temporary™ and “seasonal”. It should be

s.13

Staff believe that AGRI has received sufficient input from the agri-tourism industry and other
stakeholders to proceed with a Minister’s Bylaw Standard. Therefure, staff are secking approval of the
Minister’s Bylaw Standard as per the attached appendices outiined helow:

Appendix A: Current Regulations and Issues Considered: this appendix details the current
regulations that already define agri-tourism in the ALR and other applicable issues that were considered
in drafting the bylaw.

CONFIDENTIAL
ADVICE TO MINISTER
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Ministry of Agriculture
BRIEFING NOTE FOR MINISTER FOR DECISION

Appendix B: Minister’s Bylaw Standard for Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales: this document
details the agri-tourism standard for approval. This standard will be published in the Guide for Bylaw
Development in Farming Areas (Guide); thal is, Appendix B it is not a stand-alone document. This
appendix illustrates how the draft standard may fook in the Guide; please note the Guide will be reviewed
by GCPE so minor changes to formatting and look may occur. Also, this appendix contains acronyms
that are defined elsewhere in the Guide.

Appendix C: The Guide for Bviaw Development in Forming Areas: this draft AGRI publication will
be updated to include the details in the standard cutlined in Appendix B if approved. This Guide will not
be released until after the new ALC regulations and the Standard for Medical Marijuana are made public
and the Gruide has been vetted by GCPE.

fintinner
s.13

Approved / Not Approved

Honourable Norm Letnick, Minister Date Signed
Contact: Brenda Lennox, A/ Senior Manager, Strengthening Farming Program; 250 356-2945

DIR ADM DM

CONFIDENTIAL
ADVICE TO MINISTER
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PART | - INTRODUCTION

The challenge of preserving farming in
British Columbia grows with each passing
year. Only 5% of the province is in the
Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). These
lands face increasing pressure not only from
urban development but also from competing
TESOUTrce LISes.

Local government plans and bylaws have a
critical role to play in developing a fair and
supportive regulatory climate for agriculture
and aquaculture. With this understanding,
several planning opportunities for farming
are in place for local governments in
accordance with the Farm Practices
Protection (Right to Farm) Act (FPPE)g|

: Smengﬂlenmg Fazmmg Program of the

.: 'program works w1th local governments:
and the agriculture industry to:

 practices protection and local govemn_ie_nt

Local Government Act, and the Land % ‘
Act. The Local GovernmentAct is the ¥

Section 916(2). Th@‘x
Farm Bylaw powers av3

jor Bylaw
4peas offers stihidards for

developing endmﬁ%ylaws affecting
farming area: d in ALR, land zoned
for agnculture 4 Md affected by a valid

and subsisting aq tulture license under
the Fisheries Act)¢1t also provides general
information for handling other planning
issues involving agriculture.

-~ planning foragriculture. The Farm ;
W Practices Protection Act gives protection
4 to farmers from nuisance suits and local

4 bylaws. It established the Farm Industry
57T Review Board as a mechanism to resolve .

} | The Land 'Title Act aﬂows apprrmng

pattern of subdivisions near farmland. -

- The Local Government Act encourages
 policy plans and zoning bylaws that

' -support farmmg-._It also adds a role for

ylaw standards to gmde local
_ govemments

These two _e,ompqnents éxpa:id onthe .
. Provineial interest in protecting famﬂand

- through the création of the Agricultural .
-information, visit the Strengﬂlemng

3 .-http / /www al gov bc ca;‘ resmgmt/sfj

About the authors
Th:s Gmde is pmduned ﬂl&‘

e (AGRT). This

'« - strengthen farming in a manner
. that takes agricultural and urbaa
L }mterests intoaceount,
“ensure farming’s place in plamnng
prdcesses, and - :
.engure farmers and ranchers can E
'-:i_'co ' mme to operate in the ALR,

The Program has two components farm

complamts about farm practlces

consider the buffers and road

Agriculture to estabhsh

Land Reserve in 1973. For more -

Farming website at:

Gu:DE FOR BrLaw DEVELOPMENT N FARMlNG AREAS

Page 62 of 179 AGR-2016-61347P2



PART | - INTRODUCTION

5 The terms agncuiture and fanmzzg are used
mterchangea.bl in‘this decument, Agnculture
“is the use of 1and bmldmgs, and sn'uctures for
: auy of the fo]lomng L

1. gromng, praducmg, ramzng or keepmg

" animals and plants, mcludmg apxculture,

. poultry and the growing of mushreoms

- -and the primary products of these plaiits:

of animals, but does not include the. =
breeding of pets oroperating a Kennel;
coltivation mplantahons of any specla}ty
" -wood crops or specialty fibre erops. g
" prescribed by the Mlmster rmponm‘ble for
- Agriculture; -
-3 turf production wzth appraval under the _
. Agricultural Land Commisswn Act, 1f
.'reqmred :
‘4. raising or keepmg offarmed game by a.
., person licensed to do so'under. the Game
© o Farm Aet;. - '

- by a person licensed to do 50, under the
Fur Farm Act; :
6. raisingor keepmg of. exotmanunals
- preseribed by the Mlmster respun51ble for
-Agriculture;
7. aBritish Coiumbla hcensad wmery or '
... cidery, provided that the useisin- -
.~ accordance with all conditions in the '

. amended from time to timeand all .
.. regulations or orders pursuant theretn,
8. the following farm activities to enable uses

- 1. clearing, d:ammg, xmgau
- Z E . cultivating land;
.2 usingfarm machinery,

eqmpment, .
" devices, materials, and strietures;
3. applying fertilizers, manure; ==
., pesticides, biological control agents
. mcéudmg ground and aerial spra}nng,
!
4. storageof Agncultural Pmducts and
- the products of On-farm Pmcessmg
and On-farm Product Prepa.rataon

' .-Thss definition is based. on the achvmes
considered farm uses inthe ALR Use, - .
-Subdmsmn and Procedure Regula’aon More

What magnc dtare?

5  raising or keepmg of fur«beanﬁgﬁ ammals :

-Agricultural Land Corunission Act, as o

- ;j (1) to () above of the farm on that Lot

These standards, also known as the
Minister's Bylaw Standards, relate mainly
to zoning bylaws. The standards are
written such that they can be adapted to
any farming area, although there is likely
to be variation in the way they are utilized,
depending on the needs of different local
governments.

The Strengthening § ‘
continually upd;

standards andg

getin contg&%vnth

mg Program is

g t’onmsté

3 Fon 918 of the Local Government Act
fare expected to comply with these

}” standards and also have the ability to

utilize Farm Bylaw Standards, which are
Minister’s Bylaw Standards for regulated
communities. Part 3 of this guide provides
more information on that topic.

PaGe 4
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Today, farming occurs in almost every settled part of BC, and much of this activity
takes place next to urban and suburban areas. However, most British Columbians no
longer have direct contact with a farm or with the farm community. As a result, their
views about farming may be based on more traditional concepts of rolling green fields and
idyllic life-styles. The reality of farming is often very different. Farms today range in size
from small or moderate, to very large business operations. These operations generate

obs annually into
Babeing of British
itment of resources and

income for farming farnilies, put millions of dollars and thousand y
the local economy, provide high quality food, and contribute to ik
Columbians. Like all businesses, farms require a significant cgf
expertise from their owners. e

G

-@mldlngs aﬁ structures
can be perceived as a disturbance, such as when the#lifik neighbours’ views. However,

these activities, bmldmgs, and structure'; are necessiti arming and are a part of

this goal, our farmer}fﬁ“ ; - mlgnd and water efﬁmently and effectively
w1th0ut unnecessazy: 3 ueigportant that we create a stable

Bion staff work with local gover nments during plannmg and
ghdards to guide local governments in bylaw development in
@{e ministerial review and approval of bylaws

'y vmmal interest in local Loukmg for more information

byla“r pro;:,: -
farming are 3&;

In broad terms,

government plannirg and bylaws relative to lannm
agriculture and aquaculture, can be defined | onp B for agnculture?
as follows: For more mfonnatmn on best practices,
» Protecting BC's present and future check out Planning for Ag ”W”f‘re_
agriculture resource base for food g?al;hlfl};egdfgfﬁh;w wé{?;ilge
production and other farming uses; ‘http:/fwww.algov.be.ca /resmgmt /s ¢ /P
-lanag/ mdex htm o

t Terms in italics are defined in Part 4 - Definitions

GUIDE FOR BYLAW DEVELOPMENT IN FARM]NG AREAS PAGE 5
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PART | - INTRODUCTION

» Ensuring that farming and aquaculture receive fair and consistent treatment in
local government planning and bylaw processes, and encouraging loeal
governments to plan effectively for these industries;

¢ Protecting farmers and aquaculturalists operating under "normal farm practices”
from unwarranted nuisance suits or court injunctions and encouraging
compatibility between farming and other land uses to reduce conflicts;

¢ Ensuring that farmers utilize sustainable practices.

Ensurm g compatibility between different land and resource uses rgs

par’merships between the vaince local governments ang
that all groups can develop a common vision for the 10 &
farming.

This guide is divided into four secti
e Part1: Introduction )
o This section eﬂlams thep

e l'section provides definitions relevant to agriculture for
usé Byddecal government planuers when writing bylaws.

The informatiorﬂ‘}fh previous versions of the Guide that related to specific

agricultural commodities, activities and issues has been moved to the Ministry

of Agriculture’s Farm Practices Reference Guide where it is dealt with in greater
detail.

PAGE 6 GUIDE FOR BYLAW DEVELOPMENT IN FARMING AREAS
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g

ter’s
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PART 2 - MINISTER'S BYLAW STANDARDS

The Minister’s Bylaw Standards have been created to promote c0n51stency among local
governments in their treatment of farming activities and to minimize conflict around
agricultural uses. They are intended to guide the development of local government

bylaws in farming areas.

this guide provides more information on that topic giiets=
Local Government Act. 4

of the standards (in Part 2) and are requ1red to adhé e il ection 915 of the Local
Governmenf Act, which allows intensive agrlcultural the Agricultural Land
11;ted by the applicable
zoning bylaw. The Ministry of Agriculty R :
Commission (ALC) are available upon rk fodmayi dstance and advice on
bylaws and plans that affect farmmg ar ERG :

§ st if you have questions about
suggest edits or new standards. Also,

P X34 gE

T W draft or r;m bylaws or bylaw amendments

3#,%,,,
that they can ensure the ¢

1)

.r
These standa

farming areas
governments wish
first contact the A€
consider:

1. the existing situation and why the current standards are not adequate or
appropriate;

2. the impact of variation on existing and future farm operations such as the
elimination of potential production areas or the creation of a non-conforming
situation for existing farms;

3. possible mitigation measures to ensure that farming potential is not lost as a

_ : ary from them When this occurs, the local government should
RI Strengthening Farming Program to discuss the situation and

GUIDE FOR BYLAYY DEVELOPMENT IN FARMING AREAS PAGE 9

Page 68 of 179 AGR-2016-61347P2



PART 2 - MINISTER'S BYLAW STANDARDS

result of variation from the standards;
4. the most effective regulatory tool to use to obtain the desired result.

There are two basic ways to vary from the standards:
a. moderate variation allowing the local government to more closely address the
needs of a certain area are applied to a Zoning Bylaw, or through use of a
development variance permit;
b. substantial variation focussed on restricting farm operations can be dealt
with by using a Farm Bylaw, for which a local govemmen&ewould first need to
be regulated under section 918 of the Local GovernmeptAat

If it is determined that variation is needed, consultation m@‘ﬁ&g
AGRI and Agricultural Land Commission staff should ocgl g durifg:

'The Minister’s Bylaw Standards weréfast.
Strengthening Farming Program con \
new ones. This process involves the follos ing
1. reviewing relevant provincial and ﬁd
and definitions are c@g@stent w1th\é ]

2. reviewing ZoningBy :

[900s and today, the
#ndards and creates

I?Lr 1eg1 é '-’

e

i parts ofthe province and documenting the

definitions andigta : 's eing apph Lta forming areas;
3. holding meg th FBC agncultural industry, local
government sta theian d.é!{ to discuss realistic standards;

Page a v < variety of farming opportunities in the ALR
ompé:f bility between differing land uses. These factors

turﬂ capablllty of farming areas. With only 5% of the

iddiPase in the ALR, it is important that further regulatlon of this
368 not hinder farmmg, its intended primary use. Therefore, the

standards Bve been developed to allow the largest number of agrlcultura]
options over the largest area of the ALR, now and in the future. Given the
important role of non-soil based agriculture in BC, agricultural capability is not
determined solely by soil quality and climate. Parcel size, proximity to markets,
local government regulations, and the presence of Crown land can also influence
the types of farms that are possible in a specific area.

2, The need for a range of setback distances. These dimensions have been

PAGE 0 GUIDE FOR BYLAW DEVELGPMENT N FARM!NG ARFAS

Page 69 of 179 AGR-2016-61347P2



PART 2 - MIMISTER’S BYLAwW STANDARDS

established to:

a. minimize non-conformity
Setback distances from lot lines for farm buildings and structures vary
among local governments. In order to minimize the creation of uses that do
not conform to existing bylaws, a range in certain bylaw standards is
indicated. For example, some setback standards are set at 15-30 metres.
Establishing a setback anywhere within this range will be considered
consistent with the standard.

b. take different commaodities into account
For example, the setback for a closed principal farm bu%gi@usmg pouliry
from an exterior lot line may be set at 15 metres, w he setback for an open
confined livestock area for beef from an exterior lo
appropriately set at 30 metres.

3. Other farm-related factors commogn¥H
other Local Government Bylaws &

o definitions &

+» minimum parcel size

» lot coverage 1ALl

o type of farm use, building, @ 2 geet loading and parking
structure or area R ¥ 1posting

e lessening impacts along S, e itegfomestic sewage systems
agriculmre’s interface with ¢ Ve 5 urnzng
differing land us

L
. reﬁ ential uses
» waste management

There may be sittigs
examples include i
floodplains and upland areas, or where non-farm uses (either old uses or newer ones
which have been approved by the ALC ) are present. Non-farm uses that may require
accommodation include cemeteries, parks, fire halls, and schools. When non-
agricultural zoning is required to reflect non-farm uses, the zone should be as specific as

2 The BC Ministry of Agriculture advocates shared responsihility between the urban and farm side of the
interface. Urban-side edge planning should not be undertaken without also implementing farm-side edge
planning and vice versa. Farm-side edge planning is available only to regulated local governments. See the
Guide to Edge Planning for more information.

GUIDE FOR BYLAW DEVELOPMENT IN FARM]NC AREAS PAGE ? |
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PART 2 - MINISTER’S BYLAW STANDARDS

possible in order to prevent further encroachment of non-farm uses on agricultural
land, even to the point of split-zoning the lot.

2.4.2 Permitted Uses

In accordance with ALC policy and regulations, the following uses or structures should
be permitted in a farming areu:
1. Agriculture; £y
2, Single Famlly Dwelling (see Section 2.4.6 and Appendix Ao sigre resources on
regulating the siting and size of residential uses in the ALR);
3. Accessory Dwelling for Farm Workers (Refer to ALC B}
4. Temporary Farmworker Housing {see Section 2 gfﬁéﬁ)
Temporary Farmworker Housing and Appendm@r Q
standards); and s: %\
5. Agri-tourism (see Section 2.4.9 for stand
Appendix A for more resources on the sg

The following accessory uses can be permitterfi:lﬁf
6. Accessory Home Occupation Use

7. Accessory Bed and Breakfast U
(Refer to ALR Use Subdlwsmn

rg-there is some commodity production on
rilations are met or approval from the

(see ALR Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation)

8, Bl s&LR Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation)
Preparg #ion Use

sediunt production Use

NoTE: Ncn—farrﬁ 4

B ._ou!d ‘a@" be permitted unless approved by the ALC. If various non-farm uses are fisted in a
bylaw as potentially accss

&-a note should be provided to advise the reader that ALC approval is still required.

NOTE: Local governmelts may require business licences for Medical Marihuana Production Facilities.

44.3  Off-Street Loading and Parking

When any farm building or farm structure is being erected or enlarged and off-street
loading areas are required, an area for off-street loading should be provided on the same
site as the building or structure. Each off-street loading site should have vehicular

PAGE | 2 GUIDE FOR BYLAW DEVELOPMENT IN FARMING AREAS
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PART 2 - MINISTER'S BYLAWY STANDARDS

access to a public street or lane. The length of the loading space must be such that a
vehicle in the process of loading or unloading does not project into any street, lane or
public thoroughfare. Off-street loading spaces and parking facilities should not be
required to be covered by a permanent, impervious surface. Permeable surfaces should
be allowed.

Off-street parking facilities should be adequate enough to service the farm and address
all activities conducted on the farm, including the provision of sufficient parking for
employces and, where applicable, customers.

Off-street parking spaces should be required for all commodltles;ﬁﬁ"%w%dertake direct
farm marketing and provided in accordance with the follomgﬁ%tandards

Produce Stands: One (1) parking space per 20
marketing area. s

Greenhouses: One (1) parking space p%rﬁf" i
marketing area.

Nurseries: One (1) parking spags I
marketing area.

and w11£ ’grv depending on the area of the
mﬂ?}f»wf.

may be inappropriate elsewhere. There
Ehas bcenﬁlvlded into smaller parcels than is helpful for

Assigning a mininiim3
praovince as what may be"

aremanylg‘si%g here I;
agncultq;;:m { 2]

of ag aried that local governments establish the largest
possitilels 42 AER. This will provide for a wider range of farming
opportutibe, iscouige expectations for subdivision in the future. Wording that
could be irtégr ' _;fﬂa bylaw is suggested helow.

y
“Where lund is sriculbural [or other] zone and in the ALR, the minimum ot size
of [ ] hectares shg#f apply when the land is

e excluded from the ALR; or
o approved for subdivision within the ALR pursuant to the Agricultural Land
Commission Act, Regulations thereto, or Orders of the Commission; or

e exempted by the Agricultural Land Commission Act, Regulations thereto, or
Orders of the Commission.”
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This wording is based on that found in the ALC publication ALR and Community
Planning Guidelines.

2.4.4.2 Minimum Lot Size for Specific Commodity Use

Minimum lot size requirements for a specific commodity in the ALR should not be
required. Concerns regarding specific commodities can be addressed by the existing lot
size and by meeting criteria such as adequate setbacks, maximum lof coverage, and
adherence to normal farm practices and environmental standargs: it lished through
legislation such as the Environmental Management Act, Inteqr ed Pest M anagement
Act, and Public Health Act. In that way, a wider range of op4i6t
activities is possible. Additional tools in the form of a Farps:
available to address nuisance concerns. For example,
area or number of animals per hectare, a local goverh
specify manure management techniques.

2 g Part 3} are also
ng a spemﬁed lot

245 Lot C@verage

3 -,‘},;th ingt I d ed in the 35/75% restriction and should be
ed w1t1n a farm res:denﬁal foozprmt as dlscussed in Section

2.4.5.2 Storiwater and Agricultural Liquid Waste Management Plans
Where the total i

pervious area of farm buildings and structures exceeds 3,700 square
metres (approximately 40,000 square feet) or covers more than 10% of a lot or
contiguous lots, stormwater and agricultural liguid waste management plans should
be considered and developed as necessary.
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24.6  Siting and Size of Residential Uses

This part outlines criteria for the regulation of residential uses in the ALR. The purpose
and goals of regulating the siting and size of residential uses served as a foundation for
creating the criteria and include:
a) not restricting agricultural activities;
b) dir ecting the largest residential uses in a community to non-farming areas;
) mmzmxzmg the impact of residential uses on farm practices and farming potenual
in farmmg aredas; __
d) minimizing loss and/or fragmentation of farmland due to4%#
e} minimizing the impact of residential uses on increasing

Residential developmen
managemen,tg’ <% q

> . . .
ntial footprmt has a greater impact on the

¢tial residence size and is the second most important

il ; size of the residence does have a significant benefit in

” iﬁﬂ cton land prices, it is considered to be of lesser importance
thesiting oﬁ@emdentlal uses and the size of the farm residential footprint.

The siting of re51dent1a1 uses involves both siting of the farm residence as well as the
accessory farm residential facilities. Generally, a simple maximum setback from the
roadway is used together with the minimum sethacks to the lot fines already in a local
government’s zoning bylaw. It is recommended that the setback for the farm residential
footprint be larger than that for the farm residence to allow for a backyard and to avoid
farming right up to the back wall of the residence. The maximum setback for the farm
residence would be measured to the back wall (farthest from the road frontage). If a

GUIDE FOR BYLAW DEVELOPMENT IN FARMING AREAS PAGE |5

Page 74 of 179 AGR-2016-61347P2



PART 2 - MINISTER'S BYLAW STANDARDS

property has more than one lot line with road frontage, then the setbacks would be
measured from one road frontage only, at the owner’s choice.

2.4.6.3 Size of Farm Residential Footprint

Three general approaches have been identified for limiting the size of the farm
residential footprint:

a) The preferred approach is to establish farm residential footprint size
commensurate with urban or suburban lot areas. At present ,g,denmty provisions
in most iand use bylaws are related to lot size. Because lots@ga:e nerally larger in
rural areas, larger residences can generally be built in bﬁ areas. Accordingly,
the largest residential uses in a community are comimg irected to the ALR.
Bearing in mind that the priority use in the ALR i ig
development should be no larger than that permg
aside for residential development. The maxin
ALR should be less than or, at least, not mp

B0t bc"?’ 1gn1ﬁcant rural areas
g in the ALR. In this case,

considered apprcupriate in rural areas. There wig
outside the ALR to serve as an alternative to loca
placing a cap on residential foé@ i
development of country estates'g
sizes typically available in urban's
b} Establish farm residential )‘ootpn
limits). Many local ggvernments hnm,l_ 6
coverage. In ruralg
area covered bf

: n would .be to set footprmts based on parcel size, for
rigionparcels less than 8 hectares.

The same threc'ap
house size.

2.4.6.5 Criteria

These criteria are recommended as the minimum level of regulation by a local
government. Local governments can choose to be more restrictive of residential uses in
the ALR. Local governments may choose to be less restrictive in areas outside the ALR,
in part to encourage the largest residential uses to be located outside the ALR,
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2.4.6.5.1 Maximum Road Setbacks (Siting)’

The furm residential footprint is to be located close to the street (public road), either at
the front (front lot line) or the side (exterior lot line), if it is a corner lot.

1. The maximum setback
from the front lot line to
the rear or opposite side
of the farm residential
footprint is 60 metres,
and

/

Mapd murn 60 *==
metres from
road ko resr or
apposite side
of Footprint.

from the front lot line to
the rear of the principal
farm residence or
additional farm
residence is 50 metres to
alow for a 10 metre deep
back yard.

3. Lots narrower than 33
metres are exempted
from the 60 metre o o — . —
maximum qetba i )

.

|

|
3. The maximum setback |

|

|

|

Figure 1 Maximurn Road Setbacks

setbacks fofthe
restdence and the farm
residential footprint.

3 In cases where a property owner cannol meet the maximum road setbacks due to parcel configuration,
steep slopes, access to utilities etc, an application can he made for a Development Variance Permit or an
appeal made to the local government’s Beard of Variance. Use or density changes would require a
rezoning application. Suggested criteria for variance are in Appendix A.

4 This exemption recognizes that large lot sizes minimize farm practice issues and the area is likely to be
very rural,
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(SRR EER RN ERY RS RRRRRNERR R RN REFRIENFRE S RERENRR AR RERERZRERRRERNE]

ROAD

II;\I-I-III-‘.-. 'ﬁ' L3}

Maximum farm
residential
footprint area
= 2,000 sq. m.

100 m
Example:
Lot width = 20
m
Footprint areq =
2,000 sq. m.
Calculate
allowed
Jootprint depth:

an,

2,000/20 = 16D

Figure 2 Footgss a Narrow Lot
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2.4.6.5.2 Farm Residential Footprint Size’

The maximum size of the farm residential footprint is:
a) thelesser of a footprint commensurate with urban areas; or
b) 2,000 m?; plus
a. 1000 m?2 for each additional farm residence where permitted; plus
b. 35 m2 for each temporary farm worker housing space where permitted.

2.4.6.5.3 Maximum Floor Area-Farm Residences

residences. However, the following is offered as a suggestlon
wish to include these restrictions in their bylaws. §
The maximum floor area-farm residence(s) is the lesser
with urban areas or:
a) 500 m: for principal farm residence;
b) 200 m2 for each additional farm residen :éf&here permltted an

Local governments are encouraged td{% de farm buil rom restrictions on
height. Crop protection and support st%; einre: femeing, netting supports
$ht requiéments. If glocal government wishes
mifding heights should be no

less than:

ery equ1pn1 1). 46 metres
% %g_;g} 34 metres
41 metres
15 metres
15 metres

If a 16cal government wishes to allow buildings higher than

these or % ! sthese buildings from the height restrictions, then the zoning
bylaw will ¢ consideked in accordance with this section.
248  Set

Appropriate setbdtk distances can help prevent nuisance conflicts, protect natural
resources, and safeguard human health. On the other hand, excessive setbacks can
present serious challenges to farming operations, The standards in this section seek to
strike a balance by recommending setbacks that are large enough to reduce conflict

5 The farm residential footprint size is considered density and would require a rezoning application to
vary.

6 Federal programs aliow 10 m# of useable floor area which exciudes washrooms, laundry, mechanical and
storage rooms.

i
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between uses while still being reasonable and economical for farm operations.
Structures for crop protection and support such as deer fencing, trellises and netting
supports should be excluded from setback requirements in order to allow a farm
operation maximal use of a property. However, the farm residence must comply with
any setback requirements established by other government agencies such as the
Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Environment. In addition, setbacks must be in
compliance with building code and fire safety requirements. Minimum lot line setbacks
would meet fire safety requirements between two parcels Refer to section 2.4.6 for the
Minister’s Bylaw Standard regarding the siting and size of residentjg,

2.4.8.1 Sethacks from Edge Lot Lines

Setback distances along the edge lot lines have been esjz
to Edge Planning. Setbacks are provided for both thegirbe |
boundary. g

g Each municipality or regmnal
ater Management Office for floodplain

Table 1 lists the itm setback distances for principal and accessory farm

buildings, structum “and facilities from lot lines and water supply intakes. The list of
farm buildings, sﬁ‘uctures, and facilities may not be all inclusive, and alterations may be
needed periodically.
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From Lot Lines From

Building or Facility Front and Interior Side W:,;Tgi:;;l?
Exterior Side and Rear Intake

 Principal Farm Buildings, Animal
Containment; and Storag '
Greenhouse (nursery, specmfty wood & turf
erops): including boiler room, header house,
machine storage
Tree, vine, field, and forage crop storage;
granary
_Apiculture: Bee hive; ioney house
Mushroom: barn
Livestock, poultry, game, or fur: barn,
brooder house; fur farming shed; hatchery;
livestock shelter; milking facility; stable,

confined livestock area |
Free range pouliry at a density of less than 1 om 3
animal unit . '

Medical Marihuana Production Facilitieby

Accessory buﬂdings, sl:rucl:ures and
facilities

Incmerator 31]0

Generator shed 15 m
Detention pond 4.5m
Gram and hay storage

4.5m

30m
4.5m !
n/a
" ism B

vegetated buffer is Bigided in the form of a 0 m om n/a
hedge between the rﬁrg or yard and :
neighbouring propﬁftles
Horse riding rings and exercise yards where
no feeding of animals occurs and where no 4.5m 4.5m n/a
vegetated bufferis provided | .
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From Lot Lines From
Buitding or Facility _Front and Interior Side W:toengt:;:Iy !
erior Side and Rear Intake
"' Marketing; Processing, and Product
Preparatiort Structures and: Faﬁﬁﬂes
Dlr'ect Jfarm marketing 7.5 Ol
On-farm processing, on-farm product
! 7.5 m
preparation — R

Winery and Cider processing facility

On-farm soil-less medium producton

Soil-less medium storage, wood waste
storage

- Waste and Chemical Handling

Agricultural liquid or solid waste storage
| facility; solid agricultural waste (field
. storage**)

. Compost storage, on-farm compc;stmg

%,
Chemical storage kS

Composting materials (non-manure qtoragc)"?s

Med’icai Marihuana Productzinn Faciliﬁes

Pnon-ALR Residentiat Uses with a buffer, or 60
: metre maximum setback if a buffer is not
i emploved.

**2ocal governme s
“minimum setback’sdistance - Whlch 1s the closest to the 0b3ect a buﬂdmg or structure may be
situated. An applicant may choose to locate his feature farther back. In order to minimize the
effects on farming, these guidelines give the MAXIMUM setback distance that a local
government should use in its bylaws. The dimensions are referred to as — “the setback
distance”,

**#%* Seasonal feeding areas are predominately covered by productive vegetation during the
growing season.
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2.48.4 Setbacks from Watercourses

Riparian vegetation provides the following important features and functions for
watercourses:

preservation of large woody debris
bank stability

channel stability

shade

food and nutrients

filtration

S
However, it is recogmzed that maintaining the large w ood&’ﬁ’eb s
agrlcultural areas is typically incompatible with drainag

low-gradient channelized strearns and constructed djf

Plan (EFP) Program Reference Guide and in sapp Sreal
Ministry of Agriculture. <

development The RAR ge
‘fy or agrig

and farm uses. They apply to agrlcultural land that is
1@/,, land that has been cleared for crop production

ture and Agri-Food Canada the BC Agrlculture Council, the
tqgé, the BC Ministry of Environment (MOE), Environment
Lceans Canada , and the Union of British Columbia

representats
BC Mmlstry

&

These setbacks do not apply to:

» Residential buildings on agricultural lands and buildings for non-farming activities
on lands that may otherwise be used, designated, or zoned for agriculture. These
facilities are considered to be respectively residential, commercial or industrial
under RAR.

» Activities and physical works not related o buildings or building construction such
as on-farm drainage and irrigation systems, utility works, farm roads, removal or
disruption of soil, cropping, and animal husbandry practices. These are considered
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under the Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) review process.
Local government zoning or development permit area guidelines usually stipulate the
“minimum setback” distance, which is the nearest that a building or structure may be
situated to the object. An applicant may choose to locate a building or struchure further
back. In order to reduce the effects on farming, these riparian guidelines give the
maximum setback distance that a local government should use in its bylaws as
minimum setbacks. The dimensions are referred to as “the setback distance”.

2.4.8.4.2 Guidelines

The building setbacks established for the purposes of riparian p
the following guidelines: :

ect1oti are based on

e The minimum setback areas between wate, i.;‘er)z,n S€S and buz!dmg Are.sertaside as
streamside protection and enhancemegé s for Aparian vegeta nggﬁ’hat isto
be either planted or left to grow, and a 3

as retention ponds, utilities, machinery stor

roads, parking or other impervious surfaces

Standards shown in Table 2 do Ii
may need to be removed to locate g

2of any riparian vegetation such
d to charfges in and about a stream, refer to
Do

sgnew buildings only. Existing

Fe exempt.

atlons of watercourse and four categories of

' acilities as shown in Table 2.

o The buildings
agricultural buildings ax
» The setbacks \*awﬁﬁf'_
agrie 4l _ _' 'dmgél

"ay be considered if supported by a report by a

: ; rofes%nal (QEP). Variances can only be obtained for
Category 44 Idings; rand facilities, given that the setbacks for Category 1 and 2
facilities areggpt micultural Waste Control Regulation under the
Environmental B nag@ﬁenrAct

sral Building and Facility Categories

The agricultural building and facility setbacks apply to the construction of agricultural
buildings and related ancillary service uses. Roads, retention ponds, gas services, water
supply services, electrical facilities, machinery storage, building maintenance access,
parking, or other impervious areas associated with buildings must lie outside the
setback distances listed in Table 2.

The setback standards also apply to on-farm composting and soil-less media
production facilities, storage facilities, and confined livestock areas. The Agriculture
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Waste Control Regulation establishes the setback requirements for Category 1and 2
structures or buildings. Category definitions and associated setback distances are
established as follows:

Category 1 Specified facilities or buildings identified by the Agricultural Waste
Control Regulation, that are considered to pose a high risk for causing
pollution, must be set back 30 metres from any watercourse. Category 1
facilities include solid agricultural waste field piles for greater than two
weeks of storage, confined livestock areas containinggho
agricultural units, and seasonal feeding areas. B

Category 2 Specified facilities covered by the Agriculturgl#Vi
and other regulations that are considered t
causing polhition than those in Category £
distance of 15 metres from any waterggil
pltS chemical, compost and woo >s; on-farm g ¥ring media
production areas; mushroom beﬁ*ns, aRfinediigstock area¥containing

fewer than ten agrzculmral units; silosid erators and petroleum

storages.

v 4‘.-?9?

Category 3 Facilities or buildings thdg distharging contaminants
than Category 4 buildings and h deﬁm‘é@’n are not captured by the
Agricultural Waste Contro gﬂeg_ oRgre
natural and ‘ e y3s. Facilitigs in this category can be set

'hannefé' and constructed ditches.

e ory 3 facﬂltles msofar as they apply to natural sfreams (15
ﬁructed channels or ditches (5 m), Examples of Category 4
'es aif greenhouses, machine storage buildings, on-farm processing
§, direct farm marketing buildings, crop storages, granaﬂes

ers, hives, machine and equipment storages, cider proceSSmg
facilities, retention and detention ponds, and other impervious surfaces.

In situations where local governments are responsible for the maintenance of
constructed channels or constructed ditches, the minimum setback distance for
Category 3 and 4 facilities is 7 metres. In such cases, maintenance should be done from
the north and east sides whenever possible, allowing the vegetation on the south and
west sides to remain undisturbed.
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Table 2 summarizes the setbacks associated with the various categories.

Muatural ebmam

Uplend amma

2.4.8.44 Setback Digh

The setback distan
are shown in Table 2.

classification of the watere ;
channelizedsty : structed channels a QEP must be retained to determine or

and facilities adjacent to watercourses

e

applies will be based on the

or &i@ons!ructed ditch. The building setback distance from
must be measured from the top of the bank. The following
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| Natural Streams with Single Bank

Natural streams with a distinet fop of
bank will have the setback distance
measured from the fop of bank as shown
in Figure 2.

RATURAL STREAM

The setback distance? for Category 2, 3,
and 4 buildings is 15 metres.

Figure 4 Setback for a Natural Stream with a
Single Bank for Categories 2, 3, and 4

ted from the bank that is
frogpthe centre of the stream as
gure 3.

NATURAL STHE &AM

7 Note: Local government zoning or development permit area guidelines usually stipulate the “minimum
setback” distance, which is the nearest that a building or structure may be situated to the object. An
applicant may choose to locate a building or structure further back. In order to minimize the effects on
farming, these riparian guidelines give the maximum sethack distance that a local government should use
in its bvlaws. The dimensions are referred to as “the sethack distance”,
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) Natural Streams in a Ravine

For natural streams in a ravine, the
setback distance should he measured
horizontally from the top of bank as
shown in Figure 4. The setback
distance must be at least 15 metres
from the stream top of bunk.

© TGP CF

RAYINE .

There is also a rgguirement that the

MIuM SITHATK
{CHECK SLLPE SIAZILTY)

HATURAL
STREAM

e ¢ governments
7 may also establish covet o
__ furthﬁpgﬁethacks in sztuéﬁ s where

TOR DF BAML

lope SeEEA.

Figure 6 Setback for a Natural Stre®
a Large Ravine

&
»Shannelized Streams

The setback distance from a channelized
stream for Category 4 facilities is
determined by multiplying the width of the
channel at the top of bank by two as shown
in Figure 5. For Category 4 facilities on
channelized streams, the setback will be no
less than 10 metres and the maximum will
be 15 metres.

ELLDING

See Table 2.

M M M oy e ke

TGP OF 3ANK —
SHGULDER A Figure 7

Setback for a Channelized Stream

ROAD

BUILDING
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[ " Channelized Streams Confined by a Dyke

(0 m MMM The setback distance for a channelized
r ' ﬁ stream that is confined by a dyke should be
measured from the top surface of the dyke
as shown in Figure 6. The sethack distance
from the channelized stream may often
exceed 10 metres for large dyke systems, as
the minimum setback distance from the toe
mys be 5 metres.

CYXE

CHANNEL

Figure 8: Setback for a Channelized Stream
Confined by a Dyke

e always have a defined top of
back distance i is meabured from

CONSTRUCTED
DITCH

7and ¢ where the responsibility for

7| maintgiiance is borne by a municipality,
"% dramage or dyking district the minimum
ack will be 7 metres.

Figure 9 Setback for

The agricult uzldmg Setback standards are summarized in Table 2. Existing

permitted builay s gg@_éxempt from these setbacks, and those that are closer to

watercourses thattthe standards specify will be ldennﬁed as legally non-conforming
itly. In the event of a fire, the reconstruction of the facility on the

within a zoning byj#t
same footings with no changes to the bwlqu will not require an assessment to be done.
However, a QEP is required to conduct an assessment if the landowner intends to alter
or extend the existing foundation with the result that all or part of the building would be
closer than the setback standard.

Siting of agricultural buildings for floodplain management and flood proofing is not
covered in this guide. Information on this subject is available in the fact sheet entitled
Flood Construction Levels and Setbacks for Farm Building Situations and in other fact
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sheets which can be found on the Sustainable Agriculture Management Branch section
of the Ministry of Agriculture website at www,al.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt

Local government zoning or development permit area guidelines usually stipulate the
“minimum setback” distance, which is the nearest that a butlding or structure may be
situated to the object. In order to minimize the effects on farming, these riparian
guidelines give the maximum setback distance that a local government should use in its
bylaws. Producers may, however, wish to exceed the local government minimum
setbacks for their own reasons.

<
considerations that
1 maintenance
s). Under some

The watercourse building setbacks do not take into account g i
may require greater setbacks (e.g., lot lines, species at risk, gt
access, water used for domestic purposes, and ﬂoodplal ;
exceptlonal circumstances, local governments, the De A
and the Ministry of Environment may classify som tches gy channelized
streams because they are important local Sfish ha 7

Situations for which a QEP will be requj
specific building setbacks are noted balay

1. A QEP must be retained to deterrs : 53
channeh?ed srream ora comtruct chit

' standard ma.gf 3
landow ner 6 ¢

i@ﬁaces may be permltted only for Category 3 and 4
7 if undue hardship can be demonstrated as a result of the
;,.‘f
red where a desired setback is non-conforming with existing
bylaws.

A QEP may also bg¢ffequired to assess building site coverage that does not conform to
this Guide for Bylaw Development in Farming Areas or to assess other variances from
local government bylaws such as:

a} farm buildings, other than greenhouses, that cover more than 35% of the lot area
or are larger than 3500 square metres in area.

b) greenhouses that cover more than 75% of the lot area.

e) farm buildings to be constructed in the 1-in-200-year floodplain. A QEP may be
required to prepare a report that outlines building siting, placement of fill, and
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site stability for a variance from a local government bylaw for such situations.
Further information is included in the Ministry of Agriculture fact sheet entitled
Flood Construction Levels and Setbacks for Farm Building Situations.

d) facilities that may impact channel flows due to increased stormwater runoff.
Further information is noted in the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands factsheet
Stormwater Management Planning for Agricultural Facilities.

Summary Table
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Type of Bu:!dmg or Fac;l:ty

Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category 4
» Conrfined + Agricultural Waste . Brooder = Boiler Room;
¢ Livestock Area Storage Facility, House; » Cider Processing

with more « Chemical, Compost Hatchery; %%  Facility: Cold
than ten (10) and Wood Waste * Fur Farmjig~<i%, Frame Structure;
agricultural . Storage; Shed; » Crop Storage
units; i » Confined Livestock o Livestpe Structure;

s Seasonal . Areqwithfewerthan | e Liyie s Detention Pond,

Type OF Feeding Areq; ten (10) agricultural Direct Farm

Watercourse | ¢ Solid units; Marketing
(see Section Agricultural e Incinerator; [ dega
2.5.5.2.5 for Waste (Fle_ld ¢ Mush-room Barn; 3}
illustrations) Storage) with e On-Farm louse;
greater than two Composting; ¢ rUlous
(2) weeks « On-Farm Soil-less Sitrfaces;
storage capacity Medium Production * Machine Storage
o Medllcaf and Storage; Buildings;
Marihuana « Sila: = On-Farm
;;isii;;z:m * Petr Processing,;

« On-Farm Product
Preparation;
s Retention Pond

Natural Em
Stream 5
Twice Channel

Channelized R m Widthe
Stream 2 (Minimum: 10 m)

(Maximum: 15 m)
Const;;tmted

i5m smé 5 mt

meas d from the tops of banks as illustrated and defined in the section of this guide
& gsurements (Section 2.4.8.7, 5J-
(ii) Property safety and ¥is! fanagement concerns for *;pcmﬁc situations may require larger sethacks than specified

in the table and will takeprecedence over the values noted in the tahle.

8 Local government zoning or development permit area guidelines usually stipulate the “minimuam setback” distance, which
is the nearest that a building or structure may be situated to the object. An applicant may choocse to locate a building or
structure further back. In order to mininzize the effects on farming, these riparian guidelines give the maximum setback
distanee that a local government should use in its bylaws. The dimensions are referred to as “the setback distance™.

s See Figure 5 on page 2-21.

12 No differentiation is made hetween either constructed channels or consiructed ditches when determining buildiog
setbacks; however, differences between the two exist for drainage maintenance considerations.

n The minimum building setback distance from a constructed channel or constructed ditch for which a local government is
responsible is seven (%) metres.
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249  Agri-tourism

This section outlines criteria for regulating agri-tourism activities. The basic elements of
the definition of agri-tourism was developed by the agri-tourism industry. Agri-tourism
activities (other than agri-tourism accommodation) are regulated by the ‘ALR USP’
Regulation as a farm use and cannot be prohibited by a local government bylaw. The
only exception to this is 2 Farm Bylaw approved by the Mimnister of Agriculture under
section 917 of the Local Government Act. Local governments should list agri-tourism as
permitted accessory use in all zones where agriculture or farming ig: Rfarmitted use.

R '

2.4.9.1 Farm Class

arm activities or events that

Element require ALC approval

) Sy
. e .
ucational fours*&%..gé’neral pub a) Non-farm-uses and commerciat
, school childréf, & entertainment activities which do not
marketing, ¥iciuding U-pick have an agricultural component:
aze or Christrf t@% maze « e.g., paint ball course, dirt bike
ltural heritage trails, atl-terrain vehicles trails,
iR mini-irain parks, remote control
runways, helicopter fours, ¢ic.
b) Event and facility rentals for;

« concerts, theatre or music

Examples
{other simitar activities may
proposed)

i

festivals
% + banquets, celebrafions and

follo$€ ALC regulations weddings
» self-contained, off-road parking s some overflow parking allowed
« some overflow could be on off-site

neighbouring farm(s) on-road parking at the diseration of

aflow for school and tour buses the local government
Permit requirement Na permit;, outright use » ALC approval

» Such non-agricuiture-related
achivities or events may also
require a separate zone or
temporary use permit.

Special local government permit -
per event or per day, or both
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2.4.9.3 Agri-tourism Accommodation

Section 3 of the ‘ALR USP Regulation’ permits accommeodation for agri-tourism on a
farm in the ALR, but allows a local government to regulate and/or prohibit the use.
Where it is allowed, the following standards are recommended,

Accommodation for agri-tourism:
* The total developed area for buildings, landscapingin &waccess to the
accommodation must be no more than 5% of th ; ‘arcel atea.

= Could include 2 maximum of 10 sleeping unii £ cortt :

o seasonal campsites, seasonal ¢ hﬁa
bedrooms (a maximum of fous
recommended). _

o Unless ALC consent is reéelye
cooking facilities because doingi
housing on farm land.

o The local governfign could spemfy pumber of persons per unit.

o Should an operatd 73' gheio have more £ 70 sleeping units,

he/she could apply® ! ngnt and the ALC.

On smaller lots, a lot al govern may wish to set a lower number

édatlon musgiiot mcl ude
y restilt in lon g term rental

bility may Val;g;mth the seasons; e.g., horseback rldmg on trails in spring,
summer, and ¥ H@d Croe ds- country skiing in the winter.

Occupation of the -tourism accommodation on a lot is only permitted to be
temporary, seasofal, and/or regular seasonal, to a maximum stay per person or per
family of 30 consecutive days in any 12 calendar-month period. The ALC may allow
longer occupation if the farmer applies for a non-farm use; local zoning would also have
to allow it.

Each local government which permits agri-tourism accommodation could develop a
monitoring methodology to ensure the occupation meets the above criteria.
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2.4.9.4 On-farm Retail Sales

In this type of marketing, the farmer sells his/her own farm products and perhaps some
off-farm or non-farm products directly from his/her farm unit. To do so, she/she may
require retail sales and display area(s) which might be indoors and/or outdoors.

Not to be counted as part of the retail sales area, but often necessary for on-farm retail
sales are:
» Storage space for product‘; awaiting display and/or bulk saleg, larger storage
areas may be available in a barn; P
* An office area for doing sales and farm related paperwogl@’
=  Washrooms; ﬁ,ﬁ% :
= Driveways, parking and loading areas; and s
» Some preparation space where products are pu )

shipping.
A local government should not place a limit on 4 il sa S OWn
farm products, The ‘ALR USP Regulation’ dodé it St ‘#,ag;_y er limit fozfﬁle retail

sales area of a farmer’s own farm products.

1s is on a farm’s own
the total retail sales area

All vehicles visit :
permitted by the lggal government. The parking capacity should be based on the
average daily vohiine (recommended); local parking bylaws may have a different
measure. This Guide offers a few parking standards for direct farm marketing..

If overflow parking accurs on the road, it must adhere to local bvlaws and should ensure
enough clearance for passage of emergency vehicles and farm machinery.
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If an event or activity might generate overflow demand, the agri-tourism operator
should provide for and support alternate means of transportation, such as car-pools,
shuttles, bicycle parking, or horse holding corral.

To minimise coverage of farm land, parking should be adjacent to a road and/or
clustered with other farm structures.

" The parking and loading area surface should maximize infiltration of precipitation
in order to limit effects on the farm’s ground and surface water, pavement may not
be appropriate.

* The depth and type of {ill for agri-tourism parking and loglcvﬁﬁg ‘aréas should
facilitate its possible future removal, if the agri-tourismge

2.4.9.5.2 Site Layout for Agri-tourism Activities
Site coverage and setbacks for agri-tourism strucg
farm structures provided elsewhere in part 2.

sations that minimise coverage
otentlal future operatlon of

Agri-tourism facilities should be placed on the fﬂrxr\ﬁ“"!
of farm land and minimise dlsturbance of the present
that farm or neighbouring farms, or mege

clustered with other farm structures.

2.4.9.5,3 Lights

2.4.9.5.6 Local th}érnment Permits and Fees

Other than the usual permits and fees required for construction, local governments
should only require permits and fees for operations that require a non-farm application
to the ALC. They should only request reimbursement of extra loeal government costs
generated by the event or operation; e.g., policing, fire service, road clean-up, and/or
traffic management.
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24.10 Temporary Farm YWorker Housing

This section outlines criteria2 for regulating Temporary Farm Worker Housing
{(TFWH). These criteria have been developed for TFWH for workers registered in a
federal temporary worker program. The goals and objectives of regulating TFWH served
as a foundation for creating the criteria and include:

a) meeting the needs of the agriculture industry;
b) minimizing the residential impact of TFWH in the agricul

Tt is important to note that no guideli
this is outside the juriqdiction ofthe B

discussion paper of the standards (see A
developed for TFWH for dﬁ )

Greenhous@ﬁperations, mushroom operations, and berry/vegetable operations

12 In cases where these criteria do not fit a farmer’s needs, an application for a2 Development Variance
Permit or an appeal to the Board of Variance could be made. Use or density changes would require a
rezoning application.

13 Useable Floor Area: The “Guidelines for the Provision of Seasonal Housing for Migrant Farm
Workers in BC” notes the minimum floor area per person is 7.44 m# with a minimum of 8,5 m3 of air space
per person in the sleeping area. The fioor area in washrooms, laundry rooms, mechanical rooms and
sterage rocms is not considered useable living area and is not included in the calculation of useable floor

area.
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with on-farm processing or product preparation: Maximum useable floor area
per worker is 10 m=. If desired, local governments may restrict the number of
workers per building.

« All other commodities: cumulative maximum useable floor area for all TFWH on
a farm unit is 400 m2; maximum useable floor area / person is 10 m2. I desired,
local governments may restrict the number of workers per building.

2.4.10.4 Maximum Number of Workers

a. Greenhouse operations, mushroom operations and berry/y@géti
with on-farm processing or product preparation: 1 wogier per 1,000 m? of

2.4.10.5 Housing Type

The TFWH should be either an existing buildigg*4or.
or manufactured to be moved from one place to ane

g 1€ constructed
ebe used for residential

government may wish to consider thesi
for non-manufactured housing be madj
building and the farm operation has beg
farm workers will be living in the housir
local government may ask fi
2 years. 15

ested criterizipedude: the principal farm
goe for at leasti®'years; the temporary
anthstin a calendar year; and the

alt accessory farm v al fi es, including new TFWH, must be on a
delafied-honie;plate cont

dev¢topment variance permit.
¥ jent doesmot use the farm residential footprint concept in their
Eoa setfack for new TFWH is 15 metres from the primary

: Betres from an existing road or other access unless otherwise

1 Existing Buildit @iﬁgﬂ that already exist on the farm may be vsed for TFWH provided they
comply with the applig 36 TFWH criteria. In areas of the province with building inspection services,
existing buildings mugl +have a building permit application or final inspection in place at least two years in
advance before applying for conversion. {f the existing building exceeds the maximum allowable floor area
per worker or per farm unit, the excess area must be made inaccessible to the workers. If existing
buildings are outside of the declared farm residential footprint area they become legally non-conforming
[Section g11 (1) of the Local Government Act]. The property owner may apply for a development variance
permit to include these buildings in the farm residential footprint. Note: If 75% or more of a non-
conforming building’s value above its foundations is damaged or destroyed, it must not be repaired or
reconstructed except for a conforming use in the bylaw [Section 911 (8)].

15 The farm residential footprint concept was previously called the ‘home plate’ concept. See Section 2.4.6
and the further resources on Siting and Size of Residential Uses in the ALR listed in Appendix A for
further discussion of the farm residential footprint concept.
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authorized by a development variance permit. 1n cases where the 15 metre and 60
metre setbacks cannot be met simultaneously, then the maximum 15 metre
setback from the principal farm residence must be met for new TFWH unless
otherwise authorized by a development variance permit.

¢) If new TFWH is located on a vacant lot it must be a temporary, manufactured
dwelling(s) and meet the farm residential footprint criteria.

d) Farm residential footprints or setbacks may be varied for reasons of topography,
agrlcultural capability, or other special considerations through a development
variance permit.

2.4.10.7 Time and User Restrictions

b) A restrictive covenant'® must state that the ;z,_, »ﬂ’»‘.
temporary farm workers and that the own_gl“ will remove the T

the land to agricultural use if the TFWH i ¥acant for 'gars If an
existing building is converted to TFWEPITg ianot by temporré@ farm

“eithet have the building

of the residence.
d) The TFWH can be used to house téj

farm operations prg;%gaed a statuto
government descg ‘the terms of the drrangéinent and there is a written
agreement betga@en the ¥aEm oper aho@s”‘ Jhis applies to workers registered
with the Seagn ire Worker B ”i"am (SAWP) only and is subject to

a) A deposit se nt to either remove the new TFWH or decommission an

7

existing bugling used for TFWH must be provided to the local government upon
approval of the TFWH,; or

6 Restrietive Covenant: Limits use of the TFWH housing to the terms stipulated by the local
government, such as dates of occupation, financial security to remove buildings, and agreement to remove
the TFWIH when it is no longer being used. A restrictive covenant is registered on the title of the property
in favour of the local government in perpetnity (or until the local government remaoves it).

17 Multiple Farms Using a Single TFWH Unit: Using new or existing buildings on agricultural land
to provide TFWH for multiple farms rather than each farm having its own TFWH, will kelp to reduce
fragmentation of agricultural land and reduce the residential impaet of multiple farm worker housing.
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b) The cost of removing new TFWH or decommissioning an existing building will
be recovered by the local government through taxes applied to the property.

2.4.10.8 GCther Considerations

a) Workers living in the TFWH must be registered with a federal government
temporary furm worker program:s,

b) TFWH must meet the standards in the BC Health Act, the BC Building Code and
the “Guidelines for the Provision of Seasonal Housing for Migrant Farm Workers
in BC”, Inspections are required prior to initial occupanc (fusL the above-
noted guidelines), and annually thereafter. | -

¢) Local governments may want to consider developmgg, SE
per Section go5 of the Local Government Act. Pleage’
listed in Appendix A for further information. &

d) Local governments may wish to specify that T W
of land owned by the applicant. _

e) Although only on-farm housing is coveredity the scape of this critert
options for housing temporary farm 160 s elalibrated on in the'discussion
paper listed in Appendix A. These Optlons inthid "bnswﬁdated housing, both on-
farm and off-farm. h

f) Local governments or farmers
(either indoor or outdoor). All .
building footprint and amenity spac:
ALR lands where appropriate. % 3

I]IEY space for workers
k(e to minimize the

: ed to adﬁ‘ Stel storage st “delivery for biomass fired cogeneration or other
es. Please sea) gendlyﬁfor further resources on how the standards were

Local government€ may wish to ask for a copy of the farm’s BC Assessment notice, as
part of a building permit application.

'8 Government Temporary Farm Worker Program: Any federal government program (e.g. SAWP
and Occupations Requiring Lower Levels of Formal Training (ORLLFT)), that recruits ternporary farm
workers for a specified period of time. If farm operations in a specific community rely on domestic
migrant farm labour (and not just foreign migrant farm workers), the local government may not want to
include this requirement in their bylaw.
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2.4.11.2 Fuel Type
The CHP engine must be fueled by natural gas.

2.4.11.3 CHP Capacity

The CHP must be sized to be commensurate with the heat demand of the farm
operation.

2.4.11.4 Maximum CHP Capacity

on the farm operation. A CHP engine with a capaeiiya
permitted if high intensity lighting (greate AH
greenhouse.

2.4.11.5 CHP Efﬁcsency
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When a local government is regulated under Section
918 of the Local Government Act, it is able to use
Farm Bylaws to prohibit or restrict the use of land
for agriculture in farming areas, subject to approval
from the minister responsible for the Farm Practices
Protection Act, currently the Minister of Agriculture.

Farm Bylaws provide local governments with
additional tools to regulate agriculture than are
available in zoning bylaws. While zoning bylaws
regulate land use, Farm Bylaws can deal with
operational matters aimed at enhancing land GSE. T,
compatibility, promoting environmentally sotind’
practices, and generally supporting the industry’s
long term sustainability. In some cases, regulated
local governments may wish to restrich i
Section 903(5) of the Local Governmer

Local governments that are regulated und o
bylaws to be consistent witeslh Minister’s Byfd
aiqo are expected to utllﬁe’“ i

' Section 903(5) of the -
Loca! G‘ovemmentAct

: 'T}:us section of the Local o
Government Act is apphed

“tolocal governments S

" through a Section 918 -
regulation. It allows . -
regulated local govemments
to prohibit in the ALR the -
uses classified as intensive
agriculture under Section

effect; ths

farming is approved.

| Sections 917 and 918 of the -

- Local Government Act -

- Section 918 of the Local -

Government Act allows a:

' regional district; municipality,
~or local trust committee to be
 regulated through an Ordﬂr m

4. Conncil, When a local - )
- government is regu.lated, 11: 1s
spemﬁed whether Sectmns

; Sectmn 917 apphes the Iacal
_government may create Farm -
- Bylaws as described i in Part 3 3

- of this gmde :

irm Bylaw $landards'n this part of this guide. Where
dditional R@m}«Bylaw Standards are needed, local
overnment _“ai'é encouraged to develop new ones in
gwith AGRI staff. Once the regulation is in
ocal government must review any
pphcable bylaws within a three-year period and is
pgtited to amend its bylaws to achieve consistency

| with Minister’s Bylaw Standards where applicable, If
‘:'Iocal governments are requesting Section 918
regulation, then they may be requested to review and
amend their bylaws before the regulation is made or
before a Farm Bylaw or zoning bylaw restricting

g1 of the Local
Government Act, provided
they receive approval to do
- s0 by the minister '
‘responsible for the Faz'm
_ :Practlces Protectlon Act

| -bylaws that prohibit

_mtenswe agriculturein, the

PAGE 44

The standards and the Minister’s approval powers only
apply to farm operations as defined under the Farm
Practices Protection Act which are in the ALR, areas

| designated as farming areas under the Farm Practices
Protection Act and licensed aquaculture areas.
Although the Minister’s approval is not involved, local
governments are encouraged to use the standards in
areas zoned for farming outside the ALR as well.
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Alocal government can become regulated under Section 918 of the Local Government
Act in one of two ways:
a. Local Government Initiated
If alocal government is interested in utilizing one or more 0 &be Farm Bylaw
Standards in this part of the guide, extinguishing Section g§& @ restricting
agriculture in sorme other way, it can request to beoom 3 gulat under Section

918 through an Order in Council.
b. Province Inmated

farming or has the potentlal to restrict farmig) Sagk
Government Act gives the Province the pév

Ifa loca] government is unuatmg the process, it shou Hegin by having its staff consult
Bl any’s website for contact
ix likely to be identified

]

during bylaw updat&; it is best if its enag a review of the local

government’s zoning bylaw and other b &

AGRI and ALC staff
amendment, dra i

approval process begit
conflicts with provmmal ’

i er’s Bylaw Standards, if the bylaw

farming areas, or if the restrictions are justified due to
Amay be gained through the restrictions. Early

of developlng or amending a bylaw will ensure
are }siown and will assist in developing the AGRI staff
bylaw submitted for Ministerial approval.

are compatible wi h kisting Minister’'s Bylaw Standards and Farm Bvlaw Standards
This process proﬁées an opportunity to examine farming issues and develop regulations
that can enhance land use compatibility and support farming in that jurisdiction. In
cases where the local government requests regulation, the Ministry may require the
review and amendment of inconsistent bylaws in advance of the regulation.
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Local governments that are regulated under I Sectmn 917(6) of the -

Section 918 can use the Farm Bylaw Standards in
this part of this guide or work with AGRI staff to
develop new standards that can be uscd to create Thls sectlon of the Local

a Farm Bylaw or amend their Zoning Bylaw. This | Government Act means thata
approach allows local governments to regulated local government must
concentrate on the parameters described in ~use a Farm Bylaw when creating a
Section 917 of the Local Government Act. These byl&w that affects fa.rmxng areas.
are:

Locai GavemmentAct

a. the conduct of farm operations; . Wi,
b. the types of buildings, structures, equipm :ﬁ,. m operatjons
c. the siting of stored materials, waste faciliftes, a&d statlonary tiip

farm operations; __
d. prohibiting specified farm operatioz#

o _ The AGRI Gulde to
W il gf Edge P}annmg '

AGRI’S Gmde to Edge Plannmg -
- provides a series of toolsfor ~ .
farm-side edge planning, which.
are available to local
- governments that have been
regulated under Section 918. See

Here are a few examples that illustrate where a
Farm Bylaw might be used: &
1. to Iegulate the use of a specificy

conflicts with neighbours (e.g. au'
scare devices); » %
2. to address land usgs

sensitive adjoinins Section 3.5.3 for more
residential ayéag mformatmn
the ALR botind

3. to regulate the co
disturban

If a bylaw reskgigis or prgi’ublts an agricultural use or employs the Farm Bylaw powers,
the local govern' g igYequired to obtain the Minister’s approval. In fact, once a local
government is regtilgted under Section 918, any bylaw enacted through the LGA or the

Community Chartéf that affects farmi ng may be subject to approval.

Local governments are encouraged to involve AGRI and ALC staff at an early stage of
bylaw development and to consult with agriculture industry affected by the bylaw. This
consultation will assist local governments to address the provincial and agricultural
interests during bylaw development and assist AGRI staff to prepare the report that
accompanies the bylaw when it is submitted to the Minister for approval.
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The formal bylaw approval process begins with local governments submitting the
following documentation to AGRI:

a. 2 certified copies of the bylaw after third reading;

b. 1 cover letter indicating the type of bylaw and explaining the purpose of the
bvlaw;

. 1copy of correspondence concerning the bylaw from the ALC;

d. minutes of the public hearing (if one is held);

e. any other relevant information (e.g. local government staff reports).

G
ionakapproval is not

ild attempt to resolve

The Minister may approve or decline to approve the bylaw. Cor
an option. The bylaw review process (outlined in Diagram 1) 8
all significant discrepancies between the proposed bylaw @@V
Minister’s Bylaw Standards. In cases where matters are %

bylaw that restrict or prohibit farming beyond
may also outline unresolved issues for the Mi#

adoption. If the bylaw is not approve __J:l;ue Mmlster gen
decision.
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3.5.1 Audible Bird Scare Devices

‘The use of audible bird scare devices to protect crops is often addres, ed by local
government noise bylaws. The noise bylaw provldes one avenue ofsh
these devices. However, farm businesses using audible bird s ""}devu“:‘é.s are protected
from local government noise bylaws passed under sections 8 84 4 of the Commumiy
C‘harter or section 724 of the Local Government Act by the

The Ministry has published Farm Practice chtsh(;,gfs deqcnbmg Proper 3 gpted
farm practices that the BC Farm Industry Revigs oard Yy use to guide them in
ini 2 derEPPA. This tpic is
described further on the Ministry’s webpage. There AP facteheets describing the use
of audible bird scare devices — one for South Coastal d one for the rest of the

province (Interior BC).

sethack to ag
(pmpana%"

3.5.2
3.5.2.1 Setback Distances

Farmers of new or expanding mushroom farms or composting operations should:

« locate the principal farm buildings, structures and areas {(excluding roadways and
parking lots) a minimum of 15 metres from the exterior and front lot lines, 7.5
metres from the interior and rear lot lines, 30 metres from domestic water
supplies, and 15 metres from natural watercourses or constructed ditches.

com Farms and On-Farm Composting
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» locate composting operation, compost storage and agricultural waste storage
facilities a minimum of 30 metres from all lot lines and domestic water supplies,
natural watercourses, channelized streams or constructed ditches.

o locate liguid waste storage facilities a minimum of 30 metres from all lot lines.

» locate water detention ponds a minimum of 7.5 metres from all lot lines and
domestic water supplies, and 6 metres from natural watercourses or
constructed ditches.

» locate non-manure based raw materials storage facilities 15 m from all ot lines,
domestic water supplies, natural watercourses and constrlgﬁ cted

3.5.2.2 Stormwater Management

a-bddrained
EStorage

« ensure the plan is designed to dlscharge post“ stdlopment peak flows from the
lot at the same rate as occurred before the farm*spéigation was built or expanded.
« ensure the engineer reviews thed pglnage system on the

existing downstream drainage sy&t ¥O negative impacts are
anticipated on down-gradient pr

3 52.3 Wastewater )

in 3 gronths after the commencement of the operation,

Agnths after the commencement of the operation, and every 12

following. ; it must be ensured that the samples of effluent discharged

i gsrewe}fer treatment system are collected and analyzed by a certified

laboratorgthieli'can generate reports for review by the local government and the
Ministry of‘ Bvironment.

¢ be prepareé“to modify the wastewater facility or plan from time to time based
on the monitoring results.

3.5.2.4 Raw Material Storage and Blending

Farmers of new or expanding mushroom farms or composting operations should:

¢ store raw materials on an impermeable surface that is covered by a roof to
prevent exposure to rain.
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« Store pure straw on an impermeable surface that may be uncovered provided any
runoff from the area is included in the waste water management plan. The straw
storage areas must be set back from property lines, natural watercourses,
channelized streams and constructed ditches, similar to the procedure for non-
manure based materials.

o Blend raw materials on an impermeable surface, which may be uncovered. All
blended, ground or mixed materials must be transferred to the enclosed on-farm
composting facility within the same calendar day as the commencement of the

blending, grinding or mixing procedure.

3.5.2.5 Co-mposting Process

more raw ingredients.

:‘_posnng meangy
gpda minimumGt 20% of the
s

parcel where the mushroom

For the purposes of the Farm Bylaw On-farm
production of a fresh growing medium for md&hr the
finished compost is produced and used on the same™

operation is located.

Farmers of new or expanding mushroo spgshould control odour

by: -

Bih -‘ﬂ wnth an impermeable floor
Y tammgﬁfe composting process must be
i ® rential bétween the inside and outside of

o At 3 80nths and g months following commencement of operations; and
o Every subsequent 12 months.
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3.5.3 Farm-side Edge Planning

Farm-side edge planning tools and implementation methods are available to regulated
local governments to promote compatibility between farming and urban areas.
Application of these tools requires the use of a farm bylaw. Local governments will need
to engage the Ministry of Agriculture, as well as their local farmers, early in the process
in order to develop and implement the most effective farm-side edge planning tools for
their community. The suiie of tools available under this section can be found in the
Farm-Side Edge Planning section of the Ministry’s Guide to Edgc Rlﬁg;mmg (see
Appendix A).
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Following are definitions of words, terms, and phrases that relate to the Minister’s
Bylaw Standards in this gnide. Any words or phrases noted in italics in any part of the
Guide can be found here. The definitions have been developed for incorporation into
bylaws where appropriate but may also be used for reference purposes. The use of
terminology in bylaws as prescribed in the definitions encourages greater consistency
throughout the province. Commodity-specific information is avaﬂable in the Farm

Practice Reference Guide, available at:
http:/ fwww.al.gov.he.ca/resmgmt/fppa/refguide/intro.htm

Definitions for both agriculture and farm operation are mg ;
agriculture is based on the ALC definition, while farm opéna
in the Farm Practices Protection (Right to Farm) Act_ e

encouraged to choose one of these definitions for mg{i

Accessory (agri-
tourism)

Accessory Farm
Building
unit.

Accessory Farm
Residential
Facilities

79
vements éﬁomated\wth a principal farm
ince or add?f al farm reszdence on a farm:

. Decorative landscaping

Attached or detached household greenhouse or
Moo m

.+ Residential-related workshop, tool and storage
*sheds

. Artificial ponds not serving farm drainage,
irrigation needs or aquaculture use
Residential-related recreation areas such as, but
not limited to, swimming pools and tennis

courts.
Accessory Farm means a farm structure that is normally incidental or
Structure subordinate to a principal farm structure on the farm
unit.
Additional Farm Means a building on a farm used as a home or
Residence residence by:

¢ A full-time employee of the farm and his/her
spouse and children; or
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o A member of the land owner’s immediate
Sfamily; or
e Temporary farm worker(s).

Agricultural means a by-product of agriculture that contains less

Liquid Waste than 20% solids and includes agricultural waste water
and silage juices,

Agricultural Liquid means a structure used to contain agridait

Waste Storage waste or aquacultural liquid waste Ko AEn

Facitity liquid waste storage facility can ipghad

reservoir, lagoon, cisters, guttﬁ;i;g ta
for containing agncultural W i

Agricultural Solid
Waste

Agricultural Solid
Waste Storage
Facility

#irea for containing
ieyltural was%%prlor to disposal or use for beneficial

of th o qalmg 455 kilograms as defined under the
s Codeist Agricultural Practice for Waste Management,
| Environmental Managemnent Act.

Agricultural Wagte 4 means a by-product of agriculture and can include
: agricultural waste water, silage juices, manure, used
mushroom medium, and agricultural vegetation.

Agricultural Waste means an agricultural solid waste storage facility or
Storage Facility an agricultural liquid waste storage facility.
Agricultural means water which contains any unwanted or unused
Wastewater products or by-products of agriculture such as milk,

fertilizers, pesticides, detergents, acids, phosphates,
chlorine, and manures.
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Agriculture means the use of land, buildings, and structures for any
of the following:
» growing, producing, raising or keeping animals
and plants, including apiculture, poultry and the
growing of mushrooms and the p
products of those plants or anjsts
include the breeding of pef
Kenne]

o turf producti '{;Vlth ap@roval under tl”te;
Agricultural s Hission Act, If 5 4

e raising or keepn pprted,game by a’person

licensed to doso1 ot the Game Farm Act;

i oar ing animals by a

#using farm machinery, equipment, devices,

materials, and structures;

» applying fertilizers, manure, pesticides,
biological control agents, including ground and
aerial spraying; and

* storage of Agricultural Products and the

products of On-farm Processing and On-farm

Product Preparation.

Agri-tourism is travel that combines agricultural or rural settings
with products of agricultural operations — all within a
tourism experience that is paid for by visitors. Itisa
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tourist activity, service or facility which is accessory to
a farm operation, as defined in the Farm Practices
Protection (Right to Farm) Act, where the land is
classified as a farm under the Assessment Act; and,
where the farm is in active operation each year.

Agroforestry Means a land management approach that purposefully

System integrates managing trees with crops or livestock,
blending agriculture silviculture and ¢ %;@ervatlon
practices in the same land use systemt %ples in the

rated riparian

s, or forest

context of farmed areas, include §

Aquacultural Liquid
Waste

Aquaculture

,éetached algae, marine flowering

Aquatic Plants
plarjﬁ; brown alg?@gﬁred algae, green algae, and

Audible Bl joara Tgihs a dewce used to control or reduce the impact of
Device, Ry '
propag fueled cannons or exploders, electronic

warb‘igers, bird distress call recorders, motorcycles, and

i firearms with various cracker or whistler shells.

Berm ¥ means an artificial mound containing materials, such
as soil, that may be used for buffering, retaining water,
and diverting or stopping surface flows, including

agricultural liquid waste and agricultural waste.

Buffer means a device or feature arranged and maintained to
screen or separate adjoining land uses or properties,
and includes any combination of setbacks, existing
vegetation, ditches, roads, landscaping, berming, and
fencing.
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Building means any structure, wholly or partially enclosed by a
roof or roofs supported by walls, columns or posts.

Category ‘A’ Noise means a device used to protect crops and feed that

Scare Device creates an impulse sound generated from impacts or

explosions and includes propane-fueled cannons.
Firearms and shell launchers such as orchard pistols
are not included.

Category 'B’ Noise means any stationary device used to g
Scare Device feed, not in Category ‘A’, which ge,ﬂﬁmtes sounds to
scare or distuch animals, Devigs ﬁ&a‘tbroadcast
animal calls or other sounds jhr
included in Categor‘y B. j;"

Channelized means a permanepfs
Stream dredged dyked, diverte
carries drainage flows fr
sources o;,groundware: !
streams 1y conﬁned by e 1d
meander th# 1at divert lmga’clon
water from & tre eturn(éverﬂow water back to
a stream in a Mang@r that
'ﬁed as chiagreli

Chemical Storage mEEs astruciu b

__ 1nc11ng fuel, fe1

CHP

)
CHPeffie i Meafis useful energy output divided by fuel input,
: based on a 100% load.

Cogeneratidﬁ 5 means the CHP engine and all additional components

Facility needed to achieve the production and transfer of heat
5 and electricity from the engine to the greenhouse or
& interconnection site.

Compost means a product of composting, ready for agricultural

use as a fertilizer, soil amendment, artificial topsoil, or

growing medium.
Compost Storage means a farm area or facility used to store finished
Area or Facility compost and can include an impermeable pad.
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Composting means the biological degradation or breakdown of
organic matter.

Confined Livestock means an outdoor, non-grazing area where livestock,

Area poultry, or farmed game are confined by fences, other

structures or topography, and includes feedlots,
paddocks, corrals, exercise yards, and holding areas,
but does not include a seasonal feeding area.

Constructed means a man-made channel that carr;fé? drainage water
Channel from more than one property but de#s ‘notearry water
from headlands or significant SOl of groundwater.

channels may also divert
.;;;3

Constructed Ditch means a man- made cﬁhannel :t carries dra1

Flows in agrlcultural cons
round ang{gre not regulate&-

Dairy Animal

wietuding agricultural wastewater, for
> I use Or r refgase into a drainage system.

5 g’ selling or distribution of farm products
dir ecﬁ to consumers from a_farm unit.

¢ means the indoor or outdoor area used to display farm
¢y products or other products for sale, including space for
,f?’ circulation, counter space for the purchase of goods,
and space for the service and consumption of food
iterns, but excluding office space, wholesale storage
space, processing facilities, and public washrooms.

Domestic Water means a supply of water used for normal household
Supply requirements, including sanitation, human
consumption, and food preparation.

Exercise Yard means an area used to exercise horses and other
livestock, and includes outdoor equestrian riding
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Farm Building

Farm Business

Farm Class

Farm QOperation

arenas and training tracks.
means any building which is used in a farm operation.

means a business in which one or more farm
operations are conducted, and includes a farm
education or farm research institution to the extent
that the institution conducts one or more farm
operations,

blologlca ;control agents mcludmg by either

y cultlvatmg in plantatlons, any

_specialty wood crops, or

cialty fibre crops prescribed by the minister;

9.igonducting turf production in an agricultural

“’land reserve with the approval under the
Agricultural Land Commission Act of the
Provincial Agricultural Land Commission;

10. aquaculture as defined in the Fisheries Act
when carried on by a person licensed under Part
3 of that Act to carry on the business of
agquaculture;

11. raising or keeping game, within the meaning of
the Game Farm Act, by a person licensed to do
so under that Act;

12. raising or keeping furbearing animals, within
the meaning of the Fur Farm Act, by a person
licensed to do so under that Act;

13. processing or direct marketing by a farmer of
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one or both of

14. the products of a farm owned or operated by the
farmer, and

15. within limits prescribed by the minister, of
products not of that farm,
to the extent that the processing or marketing of
those products is conducted on the farmer’s
farm;

but does not include: i)

16. an activity, other than grazjgg
the activity constitutes a foTes
defined in the Forest
Columbia Act; y -

17. breeding pets orgﬁé % a kennel®

18. growing, pmd;;@mg, raﬁgg or keepm

animals, exgépiiypes ofigxotic animals ).
prescribed by thegninish e, &
Farm Product means a commodity or g;% rived from the
cultivatiof:giphusbandry of 1 ld%ts, or animals

{except petqs it are grown, reared,

S
raised or pr‘&%uce ;

Farm Residential 33
Footprint f‘ il -_a ddzuonéffmm 1 eqldence and its

means any animal held under the authority of a licence
under the Game Farm Act and includes fallow deer,
bison, and reindeer.

4

Py z‘

Farming Area ﬁ_}_ﬁ) means an area of land that
1. isin the Agricultural Land Reserve; or
2. is crown land designated as a farming area
under the Farm Practices Protection (Right to
Farm)} Act;
3. 1isaffected by a valid and subsisting licence for
aquaculture under the Fisheries Act.

Feedlot means a fenced area where livestock, poultry, or
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Jarmed game are confined solely for the purpose of
growing or finishing, and are sustained by means other
than grazing.

Fish means an aquatic animal and applies, as defined in the
Riparian Areas Regulation, to all life stages of
salmonids, game fish and regionally significant fish.

Floor Area ~ means the total combined area of all floggs contained

Farm Residence(s) within the exterior walls of all farm pesidétiges on a lot,
including outdoor and indoor ho
and sunrooms, but excluding ce
height less than 1. 95 metres g fi
garages or carporisto a

for a farm residence.

Forest Farming
System

Fur Farm

Furbearing Animal

i pelt is commonly used for
commermal purpgges, but does not include a species of

Game Bird:: : el gumea fowl pheasant, partridge, pigeon, quail,

meaii§ a pasture or rangeland where livestock, poultry
or farmed game are primarily sustained by direct
consumption of feed growing in the area.

means a structure covered with translucent material
and used for the purpose of growing plants, which is of
sufficient size for persons to work within the structure.

Groundwater means water that fills all the unblocked pores of
underlying material below the water table at the upper
limit of saturation.

Home Plate means a farm residential footprint.
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Honey House means a farm structure where honey extraction occurs
or where hive equipment is stored.

Immediate Family means, with respect to an owner, the owner’s
s parent, grandparent, and great grandparents;
e spouse, parents of spotise and stepparents of
spouse;
s brothers and sisters; and
» children, stepchildren, grandc i
grandchildren. %

Impervious
Surface

Integrated
Riparian I
Management enhance and protect atipdtic péé6Uges while generatmg
System economic benefit throughiihs
non—tlmbgl;@gorest products’

Land-Based
Aquaculture

Lana

livestock

by a ﬁne 10.0 metres on either side of the centerline of
“7 the driven portion of that highway.

means any lot line separating an urban area from a
Sfarming area.

Lot Line — Exterior means a lot line, not a front or rear lot line, that is
common with a street.

Lot Line — Front means the cumulative lines common to a lot an an
abutting street but not a lane.

Lot Line - Interior means a lot line, not a front, exterior or rear lot line,
that is common to another lot, a lane, or a walkway.
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Lot Line ~ Rear means the lot line opposite to, not adjoining and most
distant from the front lot line, and that approximately
spans the width of the lot.

Machine Storage means a building used to store, repair, or maintain
Building farm machinery.

Manufactured means a transportable prefabricated sty cture, whether
Home ordinarily equipped with wheels or 1;913* ;

designed, constructed or manuffi ted to be moved

Manure o
livestock, poultry;
animals.

Manure, Liquid means méehis:
will flow if%

Manure, Solid

Marihuana for )
Medical Purposes ;%
Regulations &

Marine Plants

means a farm building or farm structure used to cool
or store milk or farm-separated eream and used to
clean, sanitize, and store milking equipment for the
production and storage of milk or farm-separated
cream.

Milking Facility means a farm building or a farm structure on a dairy
farm, and includes milking barns, milking rooms,
milking parlours, and milk houses.

Milking Parlour means a farm building or a farm struchure where the
milking of dairy animals occurs, but where no animals
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are housed.

Mortalities means livestock, poultry, farmed game, or furbearing
animals that have died and that are unmarketable.

Mushroom Medium means a composted mixture that is used for growing
mushrooms.

Mushroom Farm means that portion of the lot used to cg __)am a
Operation Site mushreom growing operation, includifigsall buildings,
structures, agricultural liquid was :ﬁéforage facilities,
and detentlon ponds, and znclu gsdmipervious surface
g ; cl for the farm

oper'aﬁon
Naturatl Stream means a water coursa»ﬂ‘fat has not been 51gn . g
altered by human agii ty and b redominant its

natural state. &

Non-Farm Products

Non-Manufactured
Home

Nursery

Mal plants are grown outdoors or in
intering polyhouses, cold frames, and

mateftals, which may mclude manure, straw,
vegetative waste, wood waste, ground paper, other
sources of carbon and nitrogen, and bulking agents, but
does not include production of mushroom medium, on
the farm unit to generate finished compost where:

e 100% of the raw materials or agricultural
wastes used for composting originate off the
Sfarm unit and the finished compost is used on
that farm unit; or

= more than 50% of the raw materials or
agricultural wastes used for composting
originate on the farm unit and the finished
compost is either used on that furm unit or
distributed or sold off the farm unit; or
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On-Farm
Mushroom
Composting

On-Farm
Processing

On-Farm Product
Preparation &

On- Farm Soil-less

On-Farm Storage

o less than 50% of the raw materials or
agricultural wastes used for composting
originate on the farm unit and more than 50%
of the finished compost is used on that farm
unit.

For the purposes of the Farm Bylaw On-farm

mushroom composting means the production of a
fresh growing medium for mushrooms
minimum of 20% of the finished comny
and used on the same legal parcelahe
operation is located. (refer to Fa

Section 3.5.2).

treatments, cold t 4;
biological treatmeﬁ?s

e prepare farm pro
to ng or

farm 3\ y J;é»
but excludes (m fa«gm afing, on-farm product

_{fﬁn -farm %fflless medium production.

orling, separating, grading, or
{t'ts on a farm unit,

Yitedium productlon originate off the farm unit
“ and the finished medium is used on that farm
unit; or

2. more than 50% of the raw materials used for
soilless medium production originate on the
Jarm unit and the finished medium is either
used on that farm unit or distributed or sold off
the farm unit; or

3. less than 50% of the raw materials used for
soilless medium production originate on the
Jarm unit and more than 50% of the finished
medium is used on that farm unit,

means the storage of farm products on a farm unit,
where, over a 12-month period, more than 50% of farm
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products stored on the farm unit are used, produced,
grown, or raised on the farm unit.

Open Burning means the combustion of material with or without
control of combustion air, and without a stack or
chimney to vent the emitted products of combustion
into the atmosphere.

Other Agricultural means an activity that is part of farmll"lgg?g'm
Activity farm composnng, on-farm soilless nyedam

devices.

Poultry means domesticated bl_,}:, 5k
hlde, or cosmetlc or piedicina urposes, and'%

replacement pull x5t
game birds, and ratitesX

Principal Farm
Building

Principal Farm

: &
s any farrﬁg;\trucmre mtended to accommodate
Structure '

of the farm unit.

Principal Farm
Residence

[aes not include Temporary Farm
bker Housing.

meang#n applied scientist or technologist, acting alone
or tofether with another qualified environmental
i professional, if

1. theindividual is registered and in good standing
in British Columbia with an appropriate
professional organization constituted under an
Act, acting under that association’s code of
ethics and subject to disciplinary action by that
association, and

2. the individual’s area of expertise is recognized in
the Riparian Areas Regulation assessment
methods as one that is acceptable for the
purpose of providing all or part of an assessment
report in respect of a development proposal, and
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3. the individual is acting within that individual's
area of expertise.

Ratite means a bird that has small or rudimentary wings and
no keel to the breastbone, and includes ostriches,
rheas, and emus.

Ravine means a small, narrow, steep-sided valley with a slope
greater than 3:1 and which has been created by the
natural flow of a stream. Ry

Regular Seasonal mneans occurrence over the same;
same time, each year.
Residence means a permanent or se

Restrictive
Covenant

Riparian Area

Ripanan
Vegetation

Season

‘stival before Halloween, and / or
he perlod(s) when most peoplc take thelr

relating to, dependant on, determined by, or
characteristic of a particular season of the year;
fluctuating according to the season;

available or used during one or more season, or at
specific times of the year.

Seasonal Feeding means an area:
Area 1. used for forage or other crop production, and
2. used seasonally for feeding livestock, poultry, or
Jarmed game that is primarily sustained by
supplemental feed
but does not include a confined livestock area or
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grazing area.

Shellfish means an invertebrate fish and includes clams, oysters,
crabs, shrimp sea urchins, and sea cucumbers.

Small-scale means minor or limited in size, scope, or extent. [Local
government could specify amounts.]

Soil-less Medium means a material that is manufactured fo1 the growing

Solid Agricultural means agricultural waste tha
Waste a. contains 20% o
b. will not flow ydwe
Statutory means a documenyy |
Declaration Act. s

Stormwater
L >
Stream means, as dé fi A¢t Regulation, a
-' ptalepupes®t water supply, whether
Fwater (ﬁi t, and includes
3kes, rivers; creeks, springs, ravines,
bt

&

Street

into 484 or water, but excludes concrete and asphalt
'\, pavirt® or similar surfacing of a lot.

¥ means having a limited duration, lasting or designed to
last for only a limited time each week, month, or year;
e.g., an activity occurs each year at the same time as a
nearby festival or other event, or only a maximum
duration of 3 days at a time.

Temporary Farm means an individual or individuals who carry out

Worker{s} agricultural work on a temporary, seasonal basisona
farm operation and are registered with a federal
government temporary worker program.

Temporary Farm means accommodation that is used solely for the
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Worker Housing purpose of providing cooking, sanitary, and sleeping
facilities to temporarily house temporary farm
worker(s) on a farm operation as necessary for the
agricultural labour needs of a_farm operation or other
farms, if permitted.

Temporary Farm means the area for housing one Temporary Farm

Worker Housing Worker.

Space

Timberbelt System means an agroforestry system yg-wiiioh multiple rows
of trees are planted for both efiyi iental protection
and the production of tradifig icuflagal crops,
timber and non-timber ﬁ ] L

Top of Bank | means the first breglin a banf%@l\ope such that ’ye g
grade beyond thedtogkis flattérthan 3:1 for &
minimum distance of 15 eir®s médsured horizontally
from the break. For multiplgbanks, setback distances
will be m fithe bank that is
farthest f T

Urban Area means landvﬁﬁ.\‘a cultural Land Reserve

residential,
b purposes, but not for

pocess, and includes process water, wash
ompost leachate, and contaminated
r.

Water-Ba

¥ means aquactlture conducted in a facility on or in an
Aquacultu

open body of water such as a lake or marine intertidal
foreshore or offshore area.

means, as defined in the Water Act Regulation, a
stream or natural source of water supply, whether
usually containing water or not, and includes
groundwater, lakes, rivers, creeks, springs, ravines,
swamps, wetlands, and gulches.

Watercourse

Wind Machine means a machine used to generate air movement to
protect crops, including tree fruits and grapes, from
frost damage.
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Wood Waste means wood materials including hog fuel, mill ends,
wood chips, bark, and sawdust, but excluding
demolition waste, construction waste, tree stumps,
branches, logs, and log ends.
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Agri-tourism Uses and Activities

The Minister of Agriculture has established a Minister’s Bylaw Standard to guide local
governments in developing byvlaws relating to agri-tourism uses, activities and retail

sales. A document was prepared to explain the rationale for estabhshm g this standard
and is provided on the Strengthening Farming website at:

http://www.agf.gov.be.ca/resmgmt/sf/index.htm

Combined Heat and Power Generation

The Minister of Agriculture has established a Minister’s, B3 é'
government bylaw development regulating combined gt d
(cogeneration) at greenhouses in the ALR. A disc ﬁ“ on paper explaining ¥
for establishing the standard as well as other ma##Tials us@]\dumng the cof
process may be found on the Strengthening Fataahp.websi@at:
http://www.agf.gov.be.ca/resmgmt/sf/co_genera AL
dard_index.htm

£

Guide to Edge Planning

The Minister of Agriculture has estabhsﬁﬁfl a Viniste ﬁB}ﬂ.@% Standard to guide local
governments in developing bylaws for the@u : ‘ddreasing compatibility between
urban and agricultural use§iThe Guide to Eire plannﬁﬁ’ can be found on the
Strengthening Farming#vebsi

http://www.agf.govdi&
2 _Guide_to_Ed gé;_’ af:?

has éé}ftablished a Minister’s Bylaw Standard to guide local
3 bylaws relating to the siting and size of residential uses in
REHS ypier was prepared to explain the rationale for establishing this
Minister's Byi\ﬁ" ¥ Btandard and is provided on the Strengthening Farming website at:
http://www.agf.goxibl.ca/resmgmt/sf/residential _uses_in_ALR_consultation/resident
ial_uses_index.htff¥ along with consultation materials and a survey which formed the

basis for the development of the standard.

Temporary Farmworker Housing

The Minister of Agriculture has established a Minister’s Bylaw Standard to guide local
government bylaw development regulating temporary farmworker housing. A
discussion paper explaining the rationale for establishing the standard as well as other
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materials used during the consultation process may be found on the Strengthening
Farming website at:

http://www.agf.gov.be.ca/resmgmt/sf/ publications/800221-

1_Temp_Farm_ Worker Housing Marog.pdf

Medical Marihuana Production Facilities in thgz ALR

The Minister of Agriculture has established a Minister’s Bylaw artf to guide local
government bylaw development regulating Medical Marthuaf#Pegduction Facilities
licenced by Health Canada’s Marihuana for Medical Purp
discussion paper explaining the rationle for establishingi¥
consultation process may be found on the Strength
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Ref 181385 Appendix A: Current Regulations and Issucs Considered

Background: Agri-tourism Uses and Activities,
including Retail Sales

Explanatory Comments

| The Guide for Bylaw Development in Farming Areas {Guide} is a
publication of the B.C. Ministry of Agriculture. 1t provides local
governments with bylaw criteria that recognise the needs of farm
operations.

' This overview contains definitions and bylaw standards related to
agri-tourism, as may be established by the Minister per Section 916 of
the Local Government Act. They expand on the Agricuftural Land
Reserve Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation [hereinafter called
the ‘ALR USP Regulatian’]’. In addition to this legistation and locat
bylaws, there may be other agencies and legislation which may apply
to an agri-tourism operation.

These standards are intended to provide guidance to local
governments for their bylaws as to the level of agri-tourism which is
appropriate in the view of the Ministry of Agriculture. Local
governments may enact bylaws for any aspect of agri-tourism not
covered by other current government bylaws {for example the ALR
USP Regulation and this propased Minister’s Bylaw Standard). This
will allow local governments some flexibility to regulate some aspects
of agri-tourism according to their focal issues,

‘Agri-tourism” as a ‘permitted accessory use’ in a zoning bylaw
Local governments should list ‘agri-tourism’ as a ‘permitted accessory
use’ in afl zones where agricuture or farming is a permitted use.

Using these standards, local zoning and licensing could limit the
extent of agri-tourism business and related accommedation, 1o avoid
future development which may disrupt farming.

Definitions — Clarification of the Components of Agri-
tourism

“Agri-tourism”

is travel that combines agricultural or rural settings with
products of agricultural operations ~ all within a tourism
experience that is paid far by visitors. It is a tourist activity,
service or facility which is accessory to a farm operation, as
defined in the Farm Practices Protection (Right to Farm} Act,
where the land is classified as a farnm under the Assessment Act;
and, where the farm is in active operation each year.

This doecument witl help local bylaws to
support agri-tourism and on-farm retail
operations.

Zoning bylaws often have a category of
permitted accessary uses. Agri-tourism
use must be associated with a farm.

These definitions will be added to the list
in the Guide.

The basic elements of this definition were
created by the agri-tourism industry.

! Refer to - htp:fiwww.alc.gov.be.caflegislation/Reqg/ALR Use-Subd-Proc Reg.htm

1
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The agri-tourism use is to:
» be temporary, seasonal andfor regular seasonal; and to
o promote or market farm products grown,
raised, or processed on the farm, and/er;
o provide public education about the farm’s
operation and agriculture in the region.

Agri-tourism may also include subsidiary, smali-scale activities
that are possible due to the farm’s location and/or the farm’s
operational schedule.
e.g., aranch in the Cariboo might offer bird-watching tours during
the fall migration, and sleigh rides or crass-country skiing in the
winter when the cattle movemeants are more limited.

Accommodation for agri-tourism on a farm, where it is
permitted by local governments, is included in agri-tourism,

Example agri-tourism uses.

Fixed Atiractions:

Histaric buildings, working farm structures, agricultural displays, en-
farm food processing facilities, natural areas, passive recreation
facilities;

Events:

Seasonat festivals, like fall pumpkin u-pick;

Recreationol services:

Corn or Christmas tree maze, nature-and-agricuiture appreciation,
dude ranch work activities;

Other services:

Farm stays, B&B, and camping, educational tours, warkshops and
demonstrations, farm retail sales, food and beverage service.

“Accessory {agri-tourism)”

means that the agri-tourism is subordinate to the active “farm
operation” on the same lot. Agri-tourism uses and activities only
augment a farmer’s regular farm income, not exceed or replace
it.

Column A Column B
Agri-tourism Income Regular Farm Income Examples
Examples | .

Entry or participation fees, Primary agricuitural production
tour fees income

_ Value-added operations: processing of
i awn farm products

Fees for tours, services and
workshops related to the
farm operation

Retail sales of off-form or
non-form products

Retail sales of own farm products

Agri-tourism
accommodation charges

This portion of the definition is based on
the ‘ALR USP Regulation’, plus some

I recognition of the education vatue of
| agri-tourism.

Accommaodation for agri-tourism in the
ALR is permitted by the ALR USP
Reguiation, but local governments can
regulate and/or prohihit it.

These uses and activities are examples.
Farmers may have other ideas of
activities that would be appropriate on
their farms, as long as they are accessory
and linked to agriculture.

This definition is a key part of these
standards. Its purpose is to ensure that
tourism uses do not dominate or disrupt
farming, especially in the ALR,

June 5, 2075
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To be considered “accessory”, the annual income from agri-
tourism [Column A] must be no more than the annual regular
farm income [Column B].

Income information could be supplied via a decfaration at the
time of the annual renewal of business licence(s) for the agri-
tourism operation(s), or more simply, the local government
could ask for this information only if there is a complaint or
concern about the size of the agri-tourism aperation.

The ALC may allow a larger proportion of agri-tourism activity on
a farm, if the farmer applies for a non-farm use. An example of
this woutd be a farmer intending to regularly host special events
such as an annuat music festival, weddings, or conference. A
local government could decide whether to support that
comimercial activity in its zoning if it is authorized by the ALC.

“Off-farm and non-farm products {agri-tourism}”
are products that are not from the farm unit of which the subject
property is part.

“Regular seasonal {(agri-tourism)”
means the occurrence over the same season(s}, or at the same
time, each year.

“Season” {agri-tourism}”

= one of the four periods of the year: spring, summer,
autummn or winter,

= the period of the year when something that regularly
occurs every year happens; e.g., pumpkin festival before
Halloween, and/or

= the period(s} when most people take their holidays, go to
visit places, or take part in an activity outside of work.

“Seasonal {agri-tourism}”
means:
* relating to, dependant on, determined by, or characteristic
of a particular seasan of the year;
* fluctuating according to the season;
x  available or used during one or more season, or at specific
times of the year,

"sSmall-scale {agri-tourism}”
means to be minor or limited in size, scope, or extent. {Local
governmaent could specify amounts.]

£ach lacal government will set the
detailed procedure for monitoring
accessory uses, For example, Abbotsford
soil bylaw (no. 1228-2003) requires
submission of an annual statement of sail
removed or deposited by a certified
accountant. The permit fee is adjusted
accordingly.

Farm unit means an area of land used for
a farm operation consisting of one or
more contiguous or non-contiguous lots,
that may be owned, rented or leased,
which form and are managed as a single
farm.

Jine 5, 2043
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“Temporary {agri-tourism)”
means having a limited duration, lasting or designed ta last for
only a limited time each week, month, or year;
= e.g., an activity occurs each year at the same time as a
nearby festival or other event, or only a maximum
duration of 3 days at a time.

Criteria for Some Specific Agri-tourism Activities

On-farm retail

In this type of marketing, the farmer sells his/her own farm
products, and perhaps some off-farm or non-farm products
directly from his/her farm unit. To do so, he/she may require
retail sales and display area(s} which might be indoors and/or
outdoors.

Not to be counted as part of the retail sales area, but often
necessary for on-farm retail sales, are:
= storage space for products awaiting display and/or bulk
sales, larger storage areas may be available in a barn;
«  an office area for doing sales- and farm- related
paperwork;
= washrooms;
= driveways, parking, and loading areas; and
* some preparation space where products are put in
packages for display or shipping.

No sales area limit for own farm products

A local government should not place a size limit on the retail
sales area of a farmer’s own form products i.e. the direct farm
marketing area.

= The ‘ALR USP Regulation’ does not state an upper limit for
the retail sales area of a farmer's own farm products.

Off-form or non-farm products sales area

Local government regulations must allow for the possibility of
retail sales area for camplementary off-farm or non-farm
products.

So that the retail emphasis is on a farm’s own output, the ‘ALR
USP Regulation’ requires that at least 50% of the total retail sales
area be devoted to that farm’s products.

Where there are both farm products and off-farm products being
sold, the permitted upper limit of the total of the indoor and
outdoor sales areas is 300 m’ {which is the maximum presently
allowed in the ‘ALR USP Regufation’}.

Local governments often wonder which
spaces are part of the retail function.
This section clarifies what is included.

As long as a farmer is selling only
products from his/her own farm, the ‘ALR
USP Regulation’ does not limit the sales
area. Local government bylaws should
not limit the retail sales area for this

: purpose.

The present maximum area in the ‘ALR
USP Regulation’ should be adopted by
focal governments and not reduced.

June 5, 2005
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To develop a larger retail sales area, or to sell less than 50% of
that farm’s farm products, a farmer must apply to the
Agricultural Land Commission {ALC) for permission and he/she
must have local government approval.

Agri-tourism Accommodation

Section 3 of the ‘ALR USP Regulation’ permits accessary
accommodation for agri-tourism on a farm in the ALR, but allows
a local government to prohibit it. Where it is allowed, the
following standards are recommended.

As per the ‘ALR USP Regulation’, accommodation for agri-
tourism:

e could include & maximum of 10 sleeping units composed
of: seasonal campsites, seasonal cahins, or bed-and-
breakfast {B & B) bedrooms.

o Unless ALC consent is received, accommaodation
must not inciude cooking facilities, because
doing s6 may result in long-term rental housing
on farm fand.

o The local government could specify the number
of persons per unit.

o Shoutd an operator wish to have more than 10
sigeping units, he/she could apply to the lacal
government and the ALC,

o On smaller lots, a focal government may wish to
set a fower number of allowed sleeping units.

o Inalacal area, if there is no regulation of the
accommodation’s quality, a bylaw should be
passed applying the BC Building Code as a
minimum standard.

» A maximum of 4 B & B bedrooms per parcel is the
number allowed by the ALR USP Regulation, but a local
government may allow a different amount.

e The total developed area for buildings, landscaping, and
access for the accommodation must be no more than 5%
of the parcef area.

The agri-tourism accommodation should be located close to the
front of the lot, or an adjacent side road, and perhaps it could be
clustered with the “home piate(s)” of the farm residence(s). A
farmer may wish to vary this location to minimise impact on
his/her farm.

Local governments’ zoning could allow
sales areas containing non-farm products
larger than 300 m®.

Before they permit a project, the ALC
must approve each project that is above
the maximum in the "ALR USP
Regulation’.

Local governments have some flexibility
in the regulation of accommodation for
agri-tourism. Far example, Kelowna oniy
permits agri-tourism accommodation on
lots >=5ha; it allows 1 unit per ha
rounded down to the nearest whole ha,

¢ to a maximum of 10 units, including ;

B&Bs; no more than 5 recreation vehicles
or campsites are allowed.

As another example, the Comox Valley
Regional District permits a maximum
gross floor area of 45 sq.m. per cabin,
maximum site area of 150 sq.m. per RV
or camper site, and 75 sg.m. per tent
campsite.

Accommodation dustered near the road
will leave more of a ot avaitable for
future farm operations. For example,
Kelowna requires agri-tourism
accommodation to be within 30 m of the

Sune 5, 2145
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Depending on the location of the farm, the agri-tourism
accommodation that is allowed under the ‘ALR USP Regulation’
may need to be available during more than one season, or its
availability may vary with the seasons; e.g., horseback riding on
trails in spring, summery, and fall, and cross-country skiing in the
winter.

Occupation of the agri-tourism accommodation on a lotis only
permitted to be temporary, seasonal, andfor reqular seasonal, to
a maximum stay per person or per family of 30 consecutive days
in any 12 calendar-month period. The ALC may allow longer
occupation if the farmer applies for a non-farm use; local zoning
would als¢ have to allow it.

Each locat government which permits agri-tourism
accommodation could develop a monitoring methodology to
ensure the occupation meets the above criteria.

Criteria that Relate to All Types of Agri-tourism

Off-street Loading Area

An off-street loading area may be needed for transfer of
products from the fields to the market stand or shop, and/or for
transfer of products from the sales area to the buyer’s vehicle.
For criteria, see page Part 2.

1 front road or principal dwelling. There
| must be a landscaped buffer along lot
lines,

The Hotel Guest Registration Act, Sec. 2
requires an operator to collect basic
length of stay information in a guest
register.

! These existing criteria in the Guide say:
i “When any farm building or farm

structure is being erected or enfarged and
off-street loading areas are required, an
area for off-street loading should be
provided on the same site as the building
ar structure. Each off-street loading site
should have vehicuiar access t¢ a public
street or lane. The length of the loading
space must be such that a vehicle in the
process of {pading or unloading does not
project into any street, lane, or public
thoroughfare. Off-street loading space
should not be required to be covered by a
permanent, impervious surface.
Permeable surfaces should be allowed.

June 5. 2043
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Site Layout for Agri-tourism Activities

Site coverage and setbacks for agri-tourism structures must
foltow the standards for farm structures provided elsewhere in
Part 2.

Agri-tourism facilities should be placed on the farm in locaticns
that minimise coverage of farm land and minimise disturbance
of the present and potential future operation of that farm or
neighbouring farms, or nearby urban uses; e.g., close to the
road, and/or clustered with other farm structures.

Parking
All vehicles visiting the agri-tourism activities must be parked on

site, or as otherwise permitted by the local gavernment. The
parking capacity should be based on the average daily vaiume
(recommended); local parking bylaws may have a different
measure. This Guide offers a few parking standards for direct
farm marketing in Part 2.

If overflow parking occurs on the road, it must adhere to loca!
bytaws and should ensure enough clearance for passage of
emergency vehicles and farm machinery.

If an event or activity might generate overflow demand, the agri-
tourism operator should provide for and support alternate
means of transportation, such as car-pools, shuttles, bicycle
parking, or horse holding corral.

To minimise coverage of farm land, parking should be adjacent
to a road and/or clustered with other farm structures.

» The parking and loading area surface shoutd maximize
infiltration of precipitation in order ta limit effects on the
farm's ground and surface water; pavement may not be
appropriate.

* The depth and type of fill for agri-tourism parking and
loading areas should facilitate its possibie future removal,
if the agri-tourism activity ceases.

For safety, the regular parking should be
on the farm. But, to limit coverage of
farm land, peak demand parking might be
allowed on adjacent lots or on the road, if
safety and maintenance are addressed.

E
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Lights
Floodlights and spotlights for agri-tourism activities should be
directed away and/or screened from adjacent farms and other

land uses.

Signs

Each agri-tourism and retail operation, and the farm itself should | Far example, a zone in the Fraser Vaitey

be allowed at least one sign of at least 1.0 square metre. Regional District allows farm retail use to
Normally, signs are located at the farm entrance, but variation have sign(s) on the same parcel where
should be allowed for different building and site layouts and to the sales occur with a maximum sign area
ensure traffic safety. Third-party signs and lighting of signs of 10 sq. m., including any signage on the
shouid follow local bylaws. farm sales building itself, ‘
Noise

Loudspeakers and other noise sources associated with the agri-
tourism activity should follow the existing local government
noise bylaw.

Local Government Permits and Fees
Other than the usual permits and fees required for construction, | Local permits and fees should only be

local governments should only require permits and fees for reguired if the proposed scale, frequency,
operations that require a non-farm application to the and/or type of agri-tourism activities
Agricultural Land Commission. They should only request warrant an application to the ALC,

reimbursement of extra municipal costs generated by the event
or operaticn; e.g., policing, fire service, road clean-up, and/for
traffic management.

" ‘Two Ters of Activities
Agri-tourism activities On-farm activities or events that
Element
acceptable on farms reqguire ALC approval
» educational tours — genera!l public, local school 8} Non-farm-uses and commercizl entertainment activities |
Examples . . . ;
children which do not have an agricultural component: !
{other similar = on-farm marketing, including U-pick, pumpkin s ¢e.g, paint ball course, dirt bike traifs, ali-terrain vehicles
activities may he i patches trails, mini-train parks, remote controf runways etc.
proposead) s corn maze or Christmas free maze
s agricultyral heritage = b} Event and facility rentals for: concerts, theatre, or !
e ranchorfarm tours music festivals
» livestock shows s helicopter tours
{ » harvest festivals : « banquets, celebrations and waddings
« on-farm classes and/or workshops related to the * any other commercial assembly activity
farm operation
& farm stays or B&B
= on-farm processing facility tours
8

June 5, 2043
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Two Tlers of Activities
Elament Agri-tourism activities On-farm activities or events that
acceptable on farms require ALC approval
Parking seif-contained, off-road parking Off-site overflow parking that is used on a frequent

some overflow could be an neighbouring
farm(s)provided it's for infrequent events, no
permanent alterations to the agricultural land, and
ne resurfacing such as with gravel or asphalt paving
allow for school and tour buses

on-road parking at the discretion of the local
government

basis or that requires resurfacing

ALC non-farm use
application
approval or locat
government permit
requirements

Nao local government permit reguirements, including
temporary use permits; cutright use
No ALC non-farm use application approval

ALC non-farm use application appraval

Local government non-agriculture refated activitias or
events may also require a separate zone or temporary
use permit Special local government permits - per
event or per day, or both

June 5, 2043
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24.11  Agri-tourism

This section outlines criteria for regulating agri-tourism activities. The basic elements of
the definition of agri-tourism were developed by the agri-tourism industry. Agri-tourism
activities (other than agri-tourism accommodation) are regulated by the ALR Use,
Subdivision and Procedure Regulation as a farm use and cannot be prohibited by a local
government bylaw. The only exception to this is a Farm Bylaw approved by the Minister
of Agriculture under section 917 of the Local Government Act.

Agri-tourism use is to be temporary, seasonal and/or regzzlar seasonal; and to:
¢ promote or market farm products grown, raised, ot processed on the farm;
and/or
. provxde public education about the farm’s operatlon- ad agriculture in the
region. R

Agri-tourism may also include sub31d1ary; iall-scale activities th‘_':“ are possible due to
the farm’s location and/or the farm’s operatmnal schedule, For example a ranch in the
Cariboo might offer blrd watchmg__t\ours during: the fall migration, an sielgh rides or

Element Agri-fourism activities On-farm activities or events that
acceptable on farms reguire ALC approval
Examples » educational tours — general public, local a) Non-farm-uses and commerciai
{other similar schoo! children entertainment activities which do not have
activities may be « on-farm marketing, including U-pick and | an agricultural component::
proposed) pumpkin patches » e.g., paint ball course, dirt bike traiis, all-
» carn maze or Christmas tree maze terrain vehicles trails, mini-{rain parks,
« agricultural heritage events remote control runways, helicopter fours,
« ranch or farm tours etc.
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livestock shows

harvest festivals

on-farm classes and/or workshops
related to the farm operation

- 2

b) Event and facility rentals for:

» conceris, theatre or music festivals

= banguets, celebrations and weddings
any other commercial assembly activity

farm stays or B&B

on-farm processing facility tours

Parking

self-contained, off-road parking -
some overfiow could be on neighbauring
farm(s) provided it's for infrequent .
events, no permanent alterations to the !
agricultural land, and no resurfacing
such as with gravel or asphalt paving
altow for school and tour buses B
* on-road parking at the discretion of the 0 S
tocal govemment T

Off-site overflow parkirg that is used on a
frequent basis or that requires resurfacing

+ No local government permit
reguirements, including temps
permits; outright use R

* No ALC non-farm use application:
approval

ALC non-farm use
application
approval or local
government permit
requirements

» ALC non-farm use appllcatlon approval

= [ocal govemmeqt nien-agricuiture related
activities or events may also require a
separate zone ortgmporary use permit

Ecial local governmeni permits - per

‘event or per day, or both: -

Regutar Farm income Examples

Primaty agricultural production income
Valug-added operations: processing of own farm

“Retail sales of own fann products

Retail salgsof off-farm or nat faan prodncfs i
Agri- rounsm accommodatmn chagges B

2.4.11.3 Agra»tourssm Acmmmodat:on

Section 3 of the ALR Use, Subdmmon and Procedure Regulation permits accessory
accommodation for agri- -to ism on a farm in the ALR, but allows a local government to
regulate and/or prohibit'thie lise. Where it is allowed, the following standards are
recommended. ‘

Accommodation for agri-tourism:
» Total developed area for buildings, landscaping and access to the accommodation
must be no more than 5% of the parcel area;
e Could include a maximum of 10 sleeping units composed of:

o seasonal campsites, seasonal cabins, or bed-and-breakfast (B+B)
bedrooms (a maximum of four B+B bedrooms per parcel is
recommended).

o Unless ALC consent is received, accommodation must not include cooking
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facilities because doing so may result in long term rental housing on farm
land.

o The local government could specify the number of persons per unit.

o Should an operator wish to have more than 10 sleeping units, he/she could
apply to the local government and the ALC.

o On smaller lots, a local government may wish to set a lower number of
allowed sleeping units.

o The BC Building Code should be the minimum standard applied for
sleeping units such as cabins.

The agri-tourism accommodation should be located cloge terthe front of the lot, or an
adjacent side road, and perhaps it could be clustered with the “home plate(s)” of the
farm residence(s). A farmer may wish to vary this Joestioh to minimise impact on
his/her farm. ERE

¢ “tourism accomme)datxon that is allowed
egd to be available

Depending on the location of the farm, the-agr
under the ALR Use, Subdivision and Procedur
during more than one season, or its avallabﬁ';_if
horseback riding on trails in 5pr1ng sumimner, azd:fall ﬁiﬁd Cross- country Skung in the
winter. ‘

bnﬂ1 perlmi The ALC may allow
; 'i"m_use_ local zoning would also have

In this typ _of marketmg, _fﬁrmer seﬂs his/her own farm products and perhaps some
off- jarm or norfarm pr oduc'ts directly from his/her farm unit. To do so, he/she may
require retail sales and display area(s) which might be indoors and/or outdoors.

Some areas nccessary':far T
on-farm retail sales area, are:

e storage space for products awaiting display and/or bulk sales, larger storage
areas may be available in a barn;

an office area for doing sales and farm-related paperwork;

washroorms;

driveways, parking and loading areas; and

some preparation space where products are put in packages for display or
shipping.

=aTm retail sales, which are not to be counted as part of the

[
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A local government should not place a size limit on the retail sales area of a farmer’s own
Jfarm products i.e. the direct farm marketing area. The ALR Use, Subdivision and
Procedure Regulation does not state an upper limit.

Local government regulations must allow for the possibility of a retail sales area for
complementary off-farm or non-farm products. So that the retail emphasis is on a
tarm’s own output, the ALR Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation requires that at
least 50% of the total retail sales area be devoted to that farm’s products. Where there
are both farm products and off-farm or non-farm products being sold, the allowed
upper limit of the total of the indoor and cutdoor sales area IS 300ma2. This should be
adopted by local governments and not reduced. S

To develop a larger retail sales area, or to sell less than =-50% of that farm'’s farm
products, a farmer must have both local gox ernmeni’ and ALC non- -farm use application
approval. e L

2.4.11.5 Cther Agri-tourism Criteria”.
2.4.11.5.1 Off-street Loading Area and Parkmg

An off-street loading area may bei;:' seded for transfér aof products from the ﬁelds to the
market stand or shop, and/or for transfer of products; from the sales area to the buyer’s
vehicle. For criteria, see elsewhere § 111 Part 2.4;3 B

All vehicles visiting the ~tourism actwltles m 5 be. parked on site, or as otherwise
permitted by the local gévernipent. The' parkmg;capacliy should be based on the
average daily volume (recommended); local parking bylaws may have a different
measure. This Guide offers a fel pai rkmg stﬁndards for direct farm marketing.

@ road; lt MUst adhere to local bylaws and should ensure
____‘ﬁemergency vehlcles and farm machinery.

If overflow parkmg pecurs o)
enough clearance for passage

Ifan event or activity mlghf generat gverflow demand, the agri-tourism operator
should providé for and suppert alternaté means of transportation, such as car- pools,
shuttles, bicycle parkmg, or her,se holding corral.

To minimise coverage of farm 'land parking should be adjacent to a road and/or
clustered with other farm_structures
e The parking and loading area surface should maximize infiltration of precipitation
in order to limit effects on the farm’s ground and surface water; pavement may not
be appropriate.
« The depth and type of fill for agri-tourism parking and loading areas should
facilitate its possible future removal, if the agri-tourism activity ceases.

2.4.11.5.2 Site Layout for Agri-tourism Activities

Site coverage and setbacks for agri-tourism structures must follow the standards for
farm structures provided elsewhere in Part 2.

Page 148 of 179 AGR-2016-61347P2



Ref: 181385 Appendix B: Minister's Bylaw Standard for Agri-tourism and
Farm Retail Sales

Agri-tourism facilities should be placed on the farm in locations that minimise coverage
of farm land and minimise disturbance of the present and potential future operation of
that farm or neighbouring farms, or nearby urban uses; e.g., close to the road, and/or
clustered with other farm structures.

2.4.11.5.3 Lights

Floodlights and spotlights for agri-tourism activities should be directed away and/or
screened from adjacent farms and other land uses.

2.4.11.5.4 Signs

Each agri-tourism and retail operation, and the farm self, should be allowed at least
one sign of at least 1.0 square metre. Normally, signs areJogated at the farm entrance,
but variation should be allowed for different bmldmg and 51te'la,youts and to ensure
traffic safety. Third-party signs and lighting ¢fsigns should folow local bylaws.

2.4.11.5.5 Noise

Loudspeakers and other noise sousces associaté&fiviﬁi'
follow the existing local governn imise bylaw.

e agri-tourism aetawtv should

2.4.11.5.6 Local Government Perm:taand Fe

Other than the usual permits and fees‘ﬁeqmred fo constructmn, local governments
should only require permits aﬁd\feeq foroperations thatrequire a non-farm application
to the ALC. They should only réguest reimbiirsemnent of extra local government costs
generated by the event:or oper a;:[on e. g pohcmg, fire service, road clean-up, and/or
traffic management . :

'means that the agri-tourism is subordinate to the
ative farm operation on the same lot. Agri-tourism
tses and activities only augment a farmer’s regular
farm income, not exceed or replace it.

tourism)

ravel that combines agricultural or rural settings

+"with products of agricultural operations — all within a
tourism experience that is paid for by visitors. Itisa
tourist activity, service or facility which is accessory to
a farm operation, as defined in the Farm Practices
Protection (Right to Farm} Act, where the land is
classified as a farm under the Assessment Act; and,
where the farm is in active operation each year.

Agri-tourism

Off-farm and non- means products that are not from the farm unit of
farm products which the subject property is part.
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Ref: 181385 Appendix B: Minister's Bylaw Standard for Agri-tourism and
Farm Retail Sales

Regular Seasonal means the occurrence over the same season(s), or at
(agri-tourism) the same time, each vear.

Season (agri- means:

tourism) » one of the four periods of the year: spring,

summer, autumn or winter;

» the period of the year when something that
regularly occurs every year happens; e.g.
pumpkin festival before.Halloween; and/or

s the period(s) when most people take their
holidays, go to visit places, or take part in an
activity outside of work:.

Seasonal (agri- means: :
tourism) » relatingto -dependant on, detmmmed by, or
characteriétic of a partlcular seasons of the year;
. ﬂuctuatmg accordmg- to the season; and/ or
o _available, orused, during one or more seasons,
at s peciﬁc times of the year.

Small-scale (agri- means to be mmt or hmlted}n size, scope, or extent,
tourism) ‘ [Local governments cQuld specify amounts ]

sans havmg a limited durat:mn, lastm g or designed to
last :&Jr only alimited time eaeh week, month, or year.
- E.glam activity oeeurs each year at the same time at a
“.nearbyfestival, or other event, or only a maximum
- duration of three days at a time,

Temporary (agri- .
tourism) R

Agri-touri s-ﬁ"i- Uses Activities

The Minister of Agrlcultureshas established a Minister’s Bylaw Standard to guide local
governments in developing bylaws relating to agri-tourism uses, activities and retail
sales. A document was prepared to explain the rationale for establishing this standard
and is provided on the Strengthening Farming website at:

http://www2.gov.be.ca/gov/StrengtheningFarming
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Shust, Susan D AGRLEX

From:
Sent:
Ce:

Hughes, Janet AGRLEX on behalf of Lennox, Brenda AGRIEX

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 1:03 PM

‘karen.cobb@anmore.com’; 'cao@hudsonshope.ca’; ' mkoonts@lionsbay.ca’,
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‘natrick.robins@csaanich.ca’; ‘cac@chasebe.ca’; 'dfleming@gochetwynd.com’;
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jim.hendricks@fernie.ca’; 'cao@fortstjames.ca’; 'pgipps@fvrd.be.ca’;
‘jmartin@rdffg.bc.ca’; ‘cac@village fruitvale.bc.ca’; 'emachado@gibsons.ca’;
'dallin@grandforks.ca’; 'ssmith@villageofgranisle.ca’; '‘thesse@hazelton.ca’;
XT:Highlands, District ENVIN; 'jfortoloczky@hope.ca’; ‘cac@houston.ca’;
‘cao@invermere.net’; Adams, Linda ISLTIN; 'mark.read@radiumhotsprings.ca’;
'dtrawin@kamloops.ca’; ‘cao@kaslo.ca’; 'wmah@district.kent.bc.ca’;
'ssommerville@kimberley.ca’; ‘wwaycheshen@kitimat.ca'; 'jmaclean@rdkb.com’;
"adefeo@lakecountry be.ca'; 'jfernandez@lakecowichan.ca’; 'fcheung@langleycity.ca';
‘brad@fantzville.ca’; 'tomk@Ilumby.ca’; ‘cac@lytton.ca’;

‘pweeber@district. mackenzie.be.ca’; jrule@mapleridge.ca’; 'cac@mebride.ca’;
‘lurlacher@metchosin.ca’; ‘midwaybc@shaw.ca’; 'rpoole@mission.ca’;
‘rao@nakusp.com’; 'pthorketsson@rdn.be.ca’; 'whunt@newhazelton.ca';
'Ispitale@newwestcity.ca’; 'dave.devana@northcowichan.ca’; 'david seweli@rdno.ca’;
'‘rhuchan@northsaanich.ca’; 'stuantd@dnv.org’; mclean@northernrockies.ca’;
'hkoning@oakbay.ca'’; 'bnewell@rdos.bc.ca’; 'hfrank@ofiver.ca’;
'‘bromanko@osoyoos.ca’; ‘fmanson@parksville.ca’; ‘chris.cvik@prrd.be.ca’;
‘elernke@peachland.ca’; 'ngilmore@pemberton.ca’; 'eric.sorensen@penticton.ca’;
'kgrout@pittmeadows.bc.ca’; 'mmedonald@portalice.ca’; ‘cao@portciements.ca’;
‘leeburnj@portcoquitiam.ca’; 'bpayette@portedward.ca’; rickd@porthardy.ca’;
'CBishop@poucecoupe.ca’; 'al.radke@powellriverrd.be.ca’; 'mfraser@cdpr.be.ca’;
"dsailland@quaticumbeach.com’; ‘cac@queencharlotte.ca’; ‘bjohnson@quesnel.ca’;
'mark.read@radiumhoctsprings.ca’; ‘achabot@revelstoke.ca’;
‘administratorsoffice@richmond.ca’; "andy laidlaw@saanich.ca’;

'diane kalensukra@salmo.ca'; 'channister@salmaonarm.ca’; 'cao@saywardvalley.net’;
'rthumble@sidney.ca’; 'mmiles@silverton.ca’; 'cac@villageofslocan.ca’;
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'bmacpherson@tofino.ca’; 'tradmin@dtr.ca’; ‘ayeates@ucluelet.ca’; 'cao@valemount.ca’;
‘cac@district.vanderhoof.ca’; 'wpearce@vernon.ca'; 'kanema@viewroyal.ca’;
‘administrator@welis.ca’; 'fim zaffino@westkelownacity.ca’;

1
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Cc ‘nleemhuis@westvancouver.ca’; ' mfurey@whistler.ca’; ‘dbottrill@whiterockcity.ca’;
'dgarceau@williamslake.ca’; 'mstickney@cityofarmstrong.bc.ca’;
‘bwoodward@canalflats.ca’; 'vom@mhtv.ca’; ‘warfieldadmin@shawlink.ca’;
‘cac@golden.ca’; 'admin.greenwoodcity@shaw.ca’;
‘carey.palement@spallumcheentwp.bc.ca’; 'sboven@mearritt.ca’;
'dkey@harrisonhotsprings.ca’

Subject: Draft Minister's Bylaw Standards on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales
Attachments: 2015_09_14_agri-tourism_discussion_paper.pdf
Dear Stakeholder:

Attached 1s a discussion paper (white paper) prepared by the BC Ministry of Agriculture (Ministry). This paper contains a
draft set of criteria for developing locai government bylaws regarding agri-tourism, agri-tourism accommodation and
farmn retail sales in the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). The criteria describe what is considered a permitted use in the
ALR by the Ministry.

The discussion paper describes the issue, provides the framework for developing the Minister’s Bylaw Standards, and
proposes criteria for developing local government bylaws. We are most interested in input on the criteria {Part 4) but we
welcome feedback on all sections of the paper. Please provide us with comments directed specifically at the content of the
papet so that your feedback can be effectively incorporated into the final document. We would like to receive ali
comments by November 30, 2015 {via mail, fax or emait). Once stakeholder input has heen received and incorporated
into the discussion paper, the criteria will be sent to the Ministry executive and Minister for final approval. Once
approved, the information will be distributed to local governments and incorporated into the Ministry’s “Guide for Bylaw
Development in Farming Areas” (Bylaw Guide). All local governments arc encouraged to incorporate these Minister’s
bylaw standards into their bylaws. Communities regulated under Section 918 of the LGA are expected to achieve
consistency with the Minister’s Bylaw Standards.

You may send your feedback by email, Canada Post, or fax.
Email: ApriServiceBC@gov.be.ca

Mail:

Agri-toorism and Farm Retail Sales in the ALR Consultation
Ministry of Agriculture

PO Bex 9120 Sta Prov Govt

Yictoria, BC YW 9B4

Fax: 236 356-0358

Please direct your questions or comments to:
Gregory Bartle, 250 387-9687, Gregory.Bartle(@gov.be.ca; or
Brenda Lennox, 250 387-356-2945, Brenda.Lennox@sov.be.ca

Yours truly,

Derek Sturko
Deputy Minister
Ministry of Agriculture
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Ministry of
COLUMBIA  Agriculture

Regulating
Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales
in the Agricultural Land Reserve

DISCUSSION PAPER AND PROPOSED MINISTER’S BYLAW
STANDARDS

September 14, 2015

Prepared by:
Strengthening Farming Program
Innovation and Adaptation Services Branch
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Executive Summary

This discussion paper (‘white paper’) has been prepared by the B.C. Ministry of Agriculture
(AGRI) Strengthening Farming Program, Innovation and Adaptation Branch for input on the
establishment of a Minister’s Bylaw Standard to assist local government bylaw development
regarding agri-tourism, agri-tourism accommodation and farm retail sales.

Its preparation foilows the 2014 AGRI’s consultation on the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR)
Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation (ALR USP Regulation) in which local governments
expressed strong support for AGRI to provide greater clarity in goidance to local government
bylaws on agri-tourism.

The proposed Minister’s Bylaw Standard criteria, set out in Part 3.0, result from input
contributed by the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC), local governiments and the agrieuttural
sector, While the proposed Minister’s Bylaw Standard provisions apply to land in the
Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR}, local governments may also wish to adopt for all agriculturally
zoned property.

AGRI invites local governments to review the proposed Minister’s Bylaw Standard and provide
teedback to the contact listed on page 13 by November 30, 2015. Feedback reccived will be
analysed by AGRI staff, with updates and improvements made io the proposed Minister’s Bylaw
Standard in preparaticn for the Minister of Agriculture’s (Minister) consideration.
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introduction

This paper outlines draft criteria to assist local governments in regulating their agri-tourism,
agri-tourism accommodation and farm retail sales bylaws, aiming to encourage further
discussion on the matter with local governments, the ALC and the farm sector. It is important
that the bylaw standard criteria effectively guide local government land use regulations within
the context, and intents, of the Agricultural Laund Commission, Farm Practices Protections
(Right to Farm), and Local Government and Community Charter Acts and their regulations.
The draft criteria reflect analysis undertaken by AGRI staff, previous consultations with local
governments, the ALC, industry, and the Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural
Development {CSCD).

1.0 Part one — The Criteria Development Process

This paper explores and proposes land use regulation and policy guidance for local governments
to address agri-tourism and farm retail sales issues in their communities, while recognizing
these uses are permitted (with exceptions} within the ALR.

Following consultation with stakeholders and approval by the Minister, the bylaw criteria will
become a Minister’s Bylaw Standard and incorporated within the “Guide for Bylaw Development
in Farming Areas” {Bylaw Guide).!

1.1 Purpose and Goals

The purposes of establishing land use regulation criteria to address local government concerns
regarding agri-tourism and farm retail sales are to:

1. Establish a Minister’s Bylaw Standard that provides flexibility for local governments to
shape agri-tourism activity in their community while ensuring that agriculture in the
ALR continues as a priority use;

2. Address the needs of the agriculture sector/industry to supplement farming income;

3. Minimize the impact of agri-tourismn and retail sales on farm practices and farming
potential in farming areas;

4. Minimize loss and/or fragmentation of farmland due to agri-tourism and retail sales
uses;

5. Reduce the financial imbalance that results from large scale commercial operations
locating inexpensively in the ALR and outcompeting those that have located in
appropriate commercial zones; and

6. Minimize the risk of agri-tourism and farm retail sales buildings and structures being
used for non-farm purposes.

1.2 Stakeholders

Stakeholders involved in developing these Bylaw Standard eriteria include:

1 Under the Loca! Gouvernment Act (Pari 26, Division 8, Section 916), the Minister responsible for the Farm Practices
Protection (Right to Farm) Act can develop bylaw standards to guide the development of zoning and farm bylaws.
Development of provincial standards is intended to promote consistency in the regulation of, and planning for,
farming. However, provision has been made under Section 916(3) to allow the standards to differ, if necessary, to
respond to BC’s diverse farming industry and land base,
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a)
b)
c)
d)
€)
13;

Local governments and their Agricultural Advisory Committees (AAC);
Agriculture industry;

ALC,

Strengthening Farming Directors Committee,

CSCD; and

Ministry of Jobs, Tourism and Skills Training.

1.3 Objectives of the Process

The objectives of the process are to:

1. Create a set of Bylaw Standard eriteria for stakeholder review;
2. Consult with stakeholders; and
3. Develop a Minister's Bylaw Standard that local governments can apply as regulation or
policy.
1.4 Key Steps

The key steps in creating the Minister’s Bylaw Standard are:

VoY H P

Review relevant literature including AGRI and ALC policies;

Review and compare local government regulations and policies;
Develop draft criteria;

Consult with internal and external stakeholders on the draft criteria;
Revise criteria for consideration by the Minister;

Seek Minister’s approval; and

Encourage local governments to adopt and apply criteria.

1.5 Current Status (August 2015)

AGRI staff have:

Reviewed previous agri-tourism and farm retail sales consultations with local
governments, industry, the ALC and CSCD;

Reviewed existing ALC policies on agri-tourism, agri-tourism accommmodation and farm
retail sales; and,

Prepared this draft discussion ‘white paper’ on agri-tourism and farm retail sales land
use bylaw guidance for further local government consultations over the 2015/2016 fali
and winter.

1.6 Context for Bylaw Standard Establishment

AGRI has initiated Minister’s Bylaw Standards in the past for three significant agricultural
issues which have been approved by the Minister. AGRI staff use the Minister’s Bylaw Standards
to encourage local governments to adopt them into their land use bylaws. They are:

Regulating Medical Marihuana Production Facilities in the ALR {2014);
Combined Heat and Power Generation at Greenhouses in the ALR (2013); and
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+ Siting and Size of Residential Uses in the ALR (2011).
These Minister’s Bylaw Standards ean be found in AGRI’s “Guide for Bylaw Development in
Farming Areas™ with additional information at:

http: / /wwwa.gov.be.ca/ e;ov/content/mdustrw' agriculture-seafood/agricultural-iand-and-
envirenment/strengthenin overnment-bylaw-standards-and-farm-hylaws.

2.0 Part two - Background

2.1 Context

Farmers throughout B.C. are Jooking for options to increase their economic viability, including
agri-tourism and farm retail sales. These two particular issues have become more prominent in
recent years and local governments are amending their agri-tourism, agri-tourism
accommodation and farm retail sales bylaws, sometimes causing frustration with farmers and
the public. Sometimes there may be conflicting community views on what actually constitutes
agri-tourism activities, and what ‘accessory’, ‘seasonal’, and ‘temporary’ within this context
really mean.

While the ALC provides direction regarding agri-tourism and farm retail sales in the ALR, one of
the questions asked during the Ministry’s 2014 ALR USP Regulation consultation process
included agri-tourism, with local governments indicating strong support for AGRI to develop
greater clarity in bylaw guidance for agri-tourism. Incorporating analysis from previous
consultation, AGRI staff anticipate strong response from stakeholders on the subject.

ideally, developing this new Minister’s Bylaw Standard will assist in balancing stakeholder
concerns, minimize community frustration, and provide greater certainty while maintaining the
flexibility required for local government community decision making and variation. The
proposed Minister’s Bylaw Standard applies to property in the ALR. Given, however, that
agricultural activity in B.C. takes place both on ALR and non-ALR property, local governments
with agriculturally zoned land may also consider adopting it.

2.2 Current Policy, Legislation and Regulation

Agri-tourism and farm retail sales are defined as farm uses by the ALR USP Regulation? of the
Agriculture Land Commission Act where a farm use means an occupation or use of land for
farm purposes, including farming of land, plants and animals and any other similar activity
designated as farm usc by regulation, and includes a farm operation as defined in the Farm
Practices Protection (Right to Farm) Act:

» Agri-tourism is a tourist activity, service or facility aceessory to ALR land classified as a
farm under the Assessment Act, if the use is temporary and seasonal, and promotes
or markets farm produets grown, raised or processed on the farm.

» T'arm retail sales if all of the farm product offered for sale is produced on the farm on
which the retail sales are taking place, or at least 50% of the rctail sales area is limited to
the sale of farm products produced on the farm on which the retail sales are taking place

2 B.C. Reg. 171/2002 Agncultmal Land Reserve Uae Subdmsmn and Procedure Regulation. Last retrieved August 24,
2015 from http:/ /wwiw al : . : d AsFREA0T]
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and the total area, both indoors and outdoors, used for the retail sales of all products
does not exceed 300 M3

Local governments cannot prohibit agri-tourism activities, other than agri-tourism
accommodation, or farm retail sales regulated by the ALR USP Regulation unless by a Farm
Bylaw designated by the Minister by Section 917 of the Local Government Act.

The ALC also publishes several policy documents on agri-tourism, agri-tourism accommodation
and farm retail sales with respect to land in the ALR.

“The policies of the Commission provide interpretation and clarification of the
regulations; outline guidelines, strategies, rules or positions on various issiues
and provides clurification and courses of action eonsistently taken or adopted,
Sformally or informally.”™ - ALC

These ALC policies include their terms of ‘seasonal” and ‘temporary’:

e Temporary —means a use or activity in a facility or area that is established and used on
a limited time basis for agri-tourism activities. If a building or structure is required for
this use, temporary use of the building or structure means a use for agri-tourism for less
than 12 months of the year. The building or structure may be used for other permitted
uses during the course of, or for the remainder of the year.

» Seasonal - means a use or activity in a facility or area for less than 12 months of the
year 4

Arecent 2015 B.C. Supreme Court ruling Heather Hills Farm Society v. Agricultural Land
Commission, addresses the subject of agri~tourism, and in this case whether a particular golf
course and sheep pasture is a permitted agri-tourism use. Interestingly, within the reasons for
judgement that ultimately dismisses the petition; the judge also references what cannot be
described as reasonably temporary, with respect to what is written in the ALR USP Regulation:

[51] The Regulation also requires that un agri-fourism use be temporary and
seasonal. A golf course requires alteration of the land in the form of particular
landscaping, sand traps, water hazards etc. Photographs that were put into
evidence shaw changes of precisely that kind to the petitioners’ property.
Those changes must remain in place as long as eperation of the golf course
continues and cannot reasonably be described as temporary.s

The intent of this proposed Bylaw Standard is to provide greater clarity on what constitutes agri-
tourism, agri-tourism accommeodation, farm retail sales, and the definitions of temporary and
seasonal.

3 ALC. Legisiation and Regrdation. Last retrieved August 24, 2015 from

http:/ /www.ale.gov.beca/ale/content. page?id=m

4 ALC. Policy #4 Activities designated as Farm Use: Agri-tourisin Activities in the ALR, 2003. Last retrieved August

24, 2015 from

http:/ fwww.ale.gov.be.cafale/DownloadAsset?assetld=94907EqB31224D808675BE2E5 D78 ADBB&filename=policy
4 agri-tourisin _activities.pdf

5 Heather Hills Farm Society v. Agricuitural Land Commission, 2015 BCSC 1108
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For farm retail sales, the processing/marketing of off-farm products may not be protected under
the Farm Practices Protection Act unless there are limits prescribed by the Minister under the
Farm Practices Protection Act.® This has implications for farms considering those options.

3.0 Part three — Proposed Set of Criteria

Part three introduces a set of criteria in which local governments would be encouraged to
consider when developing or amending their own bylaws on agri-tourism, agri-tourism
accommuodation and farm retail sales. A rationale is provided for why certain criteria provisions
should be introduced and a proposed list is summarized of eriteria and definitions.

3.1 Proposed Definitions

Accessory (agri-
tourism)

Agri-tourism

Off-farm and non-
farm products

Regular Seasonal
(agri-tourism)

Season (agri-
fourism)

Seasonal (agri-
tourism)

means that the agri-tourism is subordinate to the active farm
operation on the same lot. Agri-tourism uses and activities only
augment a farmer’s regular farm income, not exceed or replace
it.

is travel that combines agricultural or rural settings with
products of agricultural operations —~ all within a tourism
experience that is paid for by visitors. It is a tourist activity,
service or facility which is accessory to a farm operation, as
defined in the Farm Practices Protection (Right to Farm) Act,
where the land is classified as a farm under the Assessment Act;
and, where the farm is in active operation each vear.

means products that are not from the farm unit of which the
subject property is part.

means the occurrence over the same season(s), or at the same
time, each year,

means:

one of the four periods of the year: spring, summer, autumn or
winter;

the period of the year when something that regularly occurs
every year happens; e.g. pumpkin festival before Halloween:
and/for

the period(s) when most people take their helidays, go to visit
places, or take part in an activity outside of work,

means:
relating to, dependant on, determined by, or characteristic of a
particular season of the year;

fluctuating according to the season; and/or

& For more information, readers may wish to review the September 7, 2011 BC Farm Industry Review Board decision
Maddalozzo v. Pugfic Coast Fruit Products Lid last retrieved September 8, 2015 from

http:/ /wwwz.gov.be.ca/assets/gov/business/ natural-resource-industries fagriculture/agriculture-documents,fhe-
farm-industry-review-board-docs/maddalozzo_v_pefp_dec_sep7_11.pdf
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available, or used, during one or more seasons, or at specific
times of the year - for less than twelve months of the year.

Small-scale (agri- means to be minor or imited in size, scope, or extent. [Local
tourism) governments could specify amounts.}

Temporary (agri- means having a limited duration, lasting or designed to last for
tourism) only a limited time cach week, month, or year, E.g. an activity

occurs each year at the same tinie at a nearby festival, or other
event, or only a maximum duration of three days at a time.

3.2 Accessory Farm Activity

Local governments should identify agri-tourism as a permitted accessory use in all zones where
agriculture or farming is a permitted use. Accessory agri-tourism use in the ALR is subordinate
and customarily incidental to the active farm operation on the same lot. Agri-tourism uses
and activities only augment a farmer’s regular farm income, rather than exceed or
replace it.

Table 1. Examples of Agri-Tourism and Farm incomes

. Column A g - Column B
- AgritourismIneome - - [ . - Farm Income
Entry or participation fees, tour fees Primary agricuttural production income
Iees for tours, services and workshops related to | Value-added operations: processing of awn farm
the farm operation products
Retail sales of off-farm or non-farm products Retail sales of own farm products
Agri-tourism accommodation charges

To be considered accessory, the annual income from agri-tourism [Column A} must be no more
than the annual regular farm income [Column B]. The ALC may allow a larger proportion of
agri-tourism activity on a farm, if the farmer applies for a non-farm use approval.

Examples include a farmer intending to regularly host special events such as commercial

weddings, conferences or an annual music festival. A local government could decide whether to
support those commercial activities in its zoning if it is authorized by the ALC.

3.3 Farm Class
Income from accessory agri-tourism activities is not used to define farm class under the
Assessment Act {Sec 23 and Farm Class Reg. 411/95). Income for the purposes of farm class is

calculated based on the farm gate amounts for qualifying agricultural products and must be
generated in one of two relevant reporting periods (i.e., once every two years).

3.4 Agri-tourism Temporary and Seasonal Use in the ALR

Local governments should regard agri-tourism uses as a temporary and seasonal use. See the
definitions for guidance on defining these terms.
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3.5 Permitted and ALC approval required agri-tourism

activities
Table 2. Tiers of Agri-tourism Activities
A ’1‘1er1 N . Terz
Activities - Perm:tted Agn—tourlsm - Acnmues/events that
' activities ' ~require ALC approval
On-farm ¢ educational tours — general Non-farm-uses and commercial
public, school children entertainment activities which do
» on-farm marketing, not have an agricultural
including U-pick and component:
pumpkin patches e.8., paint ball course, dirt bike
+ femporary corn Imaze or trails, all-terrain vehicles trails,
Christmas tree maze mini-train parks, remate control
» agricultural heritage events runways, helicopter tours, ete.
e ranch or farm tours event and facility rentals
» livestock shows concerts, theatre or music
« harvest festivals festivals
+ on-farm classes and/or commercial weddings, banquets,
workshops related to the celebrations and any other
farm operation commercial assembly activity
e farm stays or B&B
+ on-farm processing facility
fours
Parking » self-contained, off-road ¢ Off-site overflow parking

parking

* some overflow could be on
neighbouring farm(s)
provided it’s for infrequent
events, no permanent
alterations to the
agricultural land, and no
resurfacing such as with
gravel or asphalt paving

+ allow for school and tour
buses

s on-road parking at the
discretion of the local
government or Ministry of
Transportation in Regional
Districts

that is used on a frequent
basis or that requires
resurfacing

ALC non-farm
use application
approval or local
government

No local government temporary

use or rezoning permits
required,; outright use is
permitted

ALC non-farm use application
approval

Local government non-
agriculture related activitics or
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permit e No ALC non-farm use events may also require a

requirements application approval separate zone or temporary use
permit

s Special local government permits
- per event or per day, or both

3.6 Agri-tourism Accommodation

Section 3 of the ALR USP Regulation permits accessory accommodation for agri-tourism on a
farm in the ALR, but allows a local government to regulate and/or prohibit the use.

Where accommeodation for agri-tourism is allowed by a local government the following
standards are recommended:

e Total developed area for buildings, landscaping and access to the accommodation must
be no more than 5% of the parcel area;
¢ Could include a maximum of 10 sleeping units composed of:

e Seasonal campsites, seasonal cabins, or bed-and-breakfast (B+B) bedrooms
{maximum of four) B+B bedrooms per legal parcel is recommended);

e Unless ALC consent is received, accommodation must not inciude cooking
factlities because doing so may result in long term rental housing on farm land,

s Thelocal government could specify the number of persons per unit;

¢ Should an operator wish to have more than 10 sleeping units, he/she could apply
to the local government and the ALC;

s Onsmaller lots, a local government may wish to set a lower number of allowed
sleeping units;

« The BC Building Code should be the minimum standard applied for sleeping
units such as cabius.

» Should be located close to the front of the lot, or an adjacent side road, and clustered
with the home plate(s) of the farm residence(s). A farmer may wish to vary this location
to minimise impact on his/her farm.

s Depending on the location of the farm, the agri-tourism accommodation may need to be
available during more than one season, or its availability may vary with the seasons; e.g.,
horseback riding on trails in spring, summer, and fall, and eross-country skiing in the
winter.

e Occupation of a lot by agri-tourism accommodation are only permitted to be
temporary, seasonal, and/or regular seasonal, to a maximum stay per person or per
family of 30 consecutive days in any 12 calendar-month period. The ALC may allow
longer occupation if the farmer applies for a non-farm use; local zoning would also have
1o allow it.

* FEach local government which permits agri-tourism accommodation could develop a
monitoring methodology to ensure the occupation meets the above criteria.

16
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3.7 Other Agri-tourism Criteria

3.7.1 Off-street Loading Areas and Parking

Off-street loading areas may be needed to transfer field products to a market stand/shop, and to
the customer’s vehicle. For eriteria, see Part 2 of the “Guide for Bylaw Development in Farming
Areas”,

All vehicles visiting the agri-tourism activities must be parked on site, or as otherwise permitted
by the local government. The parking capacity could be based on the average daily vehicle
numbers (recommended); local parking bylaws may have a different measure and short term
events with large numbers of people may require different parking standards. Overflow parking
oceurs on public roads should adhere to local bylaws including clearances for emergency
vehicles and farm machinery.

For farm site parking overflow situations, agri-tourism operatars should provide alternate
means of transportation, such as shuttles, bicycle parking, or horse corrals and off-site horse
trailer parking areas.

To minimise impacting farm land, parking should be along field edges, adjacent to farm roads,
farm yard areas near farm siructures.

+ The parking and loading area surfaces should maximize infiltration of precipitation to
limit impacting a farm’s ground and surface water; pavement may not be appropriate.

» The depth and type of fill for agri-tourism parking and loading areas should facilitate
possible future removal e.g., if the agri-tourism activity ceases,

3.7.2 Site Layout for Agri-tourism Activities

Site coverage and setbacks for agri-tourism structures must follow the standards for farm
structures provided in Part 2 of the “Guide for Bylaw Development in Farming Areas”.
Agri-tourism facilities should be located to minimize coverage of farm land and minimise
disturbance of the present and potential future operation of the farm, neighbouring farms or
nearhy urban uses; e.g., close to the road, and/or clustered with other farm struetures.

3.7.3 Lights

Floodlights and spotlights for agri-tourism activities should be directed away and/or screened
from adjacent farms and other land uses.

3.7.4 Signage

Each agri-tourism and farm retail operation, and the farm itself, should be allowed at least one
sign of at least 1.0 square metre. Normally, signs are located at the farm entrance, but variation
should be allowed for different building and site layouts and to ensure traffic safety. Third-party
signs and lighting of signs should follow local bylaws.,

11
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3.7.5 Noise

Loudspeakers and other noise sources associated with the agri-tourism activity could be
regulated with local government noise bylaws.

3.8 Farm Retail Sales and Marketing

For on-farm retail marketing, farmers sell their own farm products, and may sell some off-farm
or non-farm products directly from the farm unit and may require a retail indoor and/or
outdoor sales and display area.

Areas necessary for on-farm retail sales but not caleulated as part of the on-farm retail sales arca
are;
¢ storage space for products awaiting display and/or bulk sales; larger storage areas may
be available in a barn;
an office area for doing sales and farm-related paperwork;
washrooms;
driveways, parking and loading areas; and
some preparation space where products are put in packages for display or shipping.

s & ® B

Local governments should not limit retail sales area of a farmer’s own farm products i.c. the
direct farm marketing area. The ALR TSP Regulation does not state an upper limit.

Local government regulations must allow for the possibility of a retail sales area for
complementary aff-farm or non-farm products. The ALR USP Regulation requires at least 50%
of the total retail sales area be devoted to that farm’s products, and where both farm products
and off-farm or non-farm products being sold, the allowed upper limit of the total of the indoor
and outdoor sales area is 300 square metres. This should be adopted by local governments and
not reduced.

To develop a larger retail sales area, or to sell less than 50% of that farm’s farm products, a
farmer must have hoth local government and ALC non-farm use application approval.

3.9 Local Government Permits and Fees

Other than the usual permits and fees required for construction, local governments should only
require permits and fees for operations that require a non-farm application to the ALC and
should not require the use of temporary (commercial} use permits.

Local governments should only request reimbursement of extra local government costs

generated by the event or operation; e.g., policing, fire service, road clean-up, and/or traffic
managerment,

340 Commercial Weddings

The use of the ALR for commercial weddings is considered a non-farm use which requires
approval of the ALC. Where a farm has received non-farm use approval from the ALC, the local

12
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government may require a rezoning or temporary use permit. Temporary use permits are the
preferred method of dealing with this use as the local government can place additional controls
on the use that are not possible through zoning. These requirements could include hours of
operation.

3.11 Bistros and Restaurants

Bistros, cafes and restaurants are considered in most cases non-farm uses which retuire non-
farm use approval of the ALC. Under specific criteria in the ALR USP Regulation, however,
winery, brewery, cidery, distillery, and meadery lounges are permilted which do not require
non-farm use approval.

4.0 Ministry Contact information

Stakeholders are welcome to provide feedback on the content of this discussion by email or
letter.

Email: AgriServiceBC@gov.be.ca
Mailing Address: Ministry of Agriculture, Strengthening Farming Program

1767 Angus Campbell Road
Abbotsford, B.C, Canada V3G 2M3
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Shust, Susan D AGRLEX

Frony:
Sent:
To:
Ce:

Subject:
Attachments:

Hughes, Janet AGREEX on behalf of Lennox, Brenda AGRIEX

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 4:.06 PM

Lennox, Brenda AGREEX

‘franklecnard@ymail.ca’; tomk@lumby.ca’; 'cao@tytton.ca’;
‘pweeber@districtmackenzie.bc.ca’; ljrule@mapleridge.ca’; 'cao@mcbride.ca’;
Turlacher@metchosin.ca’; ‘midwaybc@shaw.ca’; ‘rpoole@mission.ca’;
‘cao@nakusp.com’; 'pthorkelsson@rdn.be.ca’; XT:Hunt, Wendy, District of New Hazelton
MTICIN; ispitale@newwestcity.ca’; ‘dave.devana@northcowichan.ca’,
‘david.sewell@rdno.ca’; 'rbuchan@northsaanich.ca’; 'stuartd@dnv.org’;

'rmclean@ northernrockies.ca’; 'hkoning@oakbay.ca’; ‘bnewell@rdos.be.ca’;
‘hfrank@oliver.ca'; 'bromanko@osoyoos.ca’; XT:Manson, Fred MTICIN;
‘chris.cvik@prrd.be.ca’; XT:Lemke, Elsie MTICIN; 'ngilmore@pembearton.ca’;
‘eric.sorensen@penticton.ca’; ‘'kgrout@pittmeadows.bc.ca’; ‘mmedonald@portalice.ca’;
‘cao@portclements.ca’; 'teeburnj@portcoguitlam.ca’; 'bpayette@portedward.ca’]
rickd@porthardy.ca’; 'CBishop@poucecoupe.ca’; 'al.radke@powellriverrd.be.ca’;
'mfraser@cdpr.be.ca’; 'dsailland@qualicumbeach.com'; ‘cac@queencharlotte.ca’;
'bjohnsan@quesnel.ca’; 'mark.read@radiumhotsprings.ca’; 'achabot@revelstoke.ca’;
‘administratorsoffice@richmond.ca’; 'andy.laidiaw@saanich.ca’,
'diane.kalensukra@salmo.ca’; 'channister@salmonarm.ca’; 'cao@saywardvalley.net’;
XT:Randy Humble, Town of Sidney MTICIN; 'mmiles@silverton.ca’;
‘can@villageofslocan.ca’; 'ghowie@sooke.ca’; ‘tmelcer@sparwood.ca’;
'Iglenday@squamish.ca’; 'Iftynn@slrd.bc.ca’; XT:District, Stewart, CAC TRANIN;
‘rhotsenpiller@strathconard.ca’; ‘itynan@summertand.ca’;
‘cao@sunpeaksmunicipality.ca'; 'janette loveys@scrd.ca’; 'kimmartinsen@telkwa.com’;
‘havison@terrace.ca’; 'sgili@tnrd.ca’; 'lbmacpherson@tofino.ca’; XT:-TumblerRidge,
District ENV'IN; "ayeates@ucluelet.ca’; 'cao@valemount.ca’;
‘can@district.vanderhoof.ca’; 'wpearce@vernon.ca’; 'kanema@viewrayal ca’;
"administrator@wells.ca’; jim.zaffino@westkelownacity.ca’,
'nleemhuis@westvancouver.ca’; 'mfurey@whistler.ca’; 'dbottril@whiterockeity.ca’;
'dgarceau@williamsiake ca’; ‘'mstickney@cityofarmstrong.be.ca’;

'nwoodward @canalflats.ca’; XT:Masset, Village ENVIN; 'warfieldadmin@shawlink.ca’;
'‘cao@golden.ca’; 'admin.greenwoodcity@shaw.ca’;
'corey.paiement@spallumcheentwp.bc.ca’; 'shoven@merritt.ca’;
'dkey@harrisonhotsprings.ca’; ‘'mmaturo@rossland.ca’; 'cao@lillocetbe.ca’;
‘cao@sicamous.ca’; '‘bbeamish@sechelt.ca’

Draft Minister's Bylaw Standards on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales
2015_09_14_agri-tourism_discussion_paper.pdf

Please note the email below was sent vesterday to BC Mayors, with a cc to Chief Administrative Officers. Due
to a previously unknown restriction on the number of recipients we can sent to at one time, we are having to
resend cc copies to you at this time. Please accept our sincere apologies for the delay.

Dear Stakeholder:

Attached is a discussion paper {white paper) prepared by the BC Ministry of Agriculture (Mintstry). This paper contains a
draft set of criteria for developing local government bylaws regarding agri-tourism, agri-tourism accommodation and
farm retail sales in the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). The criteria describe what is considered a permitted use in the

ALR by the Ministry.
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The discusston paper describes the issue, provides the framework for developing the Minister’s Bylaw Standards, and
proposes criteria for developing local government bylaws. We are most interested in input on the criteria (Part 4) but we
welcome feedback on all sections of the paper. Please provide us with comments directed specifically at the content of the
paper so that your feedback can be effectively incorporated into the final document. We would like to receive all
comments by November 30, 2015 (via mail, fax or email). Once stakeholder input has been received and incorporated
into the discussion paper, the criteria will be sent to the Ministry executive and Minister for final approval. Once
approved, the information will be distributed to local governments and incorporated into the Ministry’s “Guide for Bylaw
Development in Farming Areas” (Bylaw Guide). All local governments are encouraged to incorporate these Minister’s
bylaw standards into their bylaws. Communities regulated under Section 918 of the L.GA are expected to achieve
consistency with the Minister’s Bylaw Standards.

You may send your feedback by email, Canada Post, or fax.
Emaik: AgriServiceBCl@mgov.be.ca

Mail:

Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the ALR Consultation
Ministry of Agriculture

PO Box 2120 Stn Prov Govt

Victoria, BC V8W 984

Fax: 250 356-0358

Please direct your questions or comments to:
Gregory Bartle, 250 387-9687, Gregory. Bartle(@gov.be.ca; or
Brenda Lennox, 250 387-356-2945, Brenda. Lennox(@gov.bc.ca

Yours truly,

Derek Sturko
Deputy Minister
Ministry of Agriculture
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Shust, Susan D AGRL:EX

From:

Sent:

To:

Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Correspondence Unit AGRIEX

Monday, March 14, 2016 1:42 PM

Cummings, Sahye AGRLEX

Correspondence Unit AGRLEX

FOR MO APPROVAL: 183771 Agri-Tourism Thank You Matl Out

183771 AGRI Agri-tourism Consultation Letters Database.xisx; 183771 Agritourism -
individuals.docx; 183771 Agritourism - organizations.docx; 183771 AgriToursim - ocal
governments.docx

The attached letter has heen approved by the Deputy Minister and is now ready for Minister's review and

approval.

[f any edits are made to the letter, please provide a copy of the edited letter to the Cll. If you could leave tracked
changes on, that would be great. Once the letter has been signed and mailed, please send a notification to the CU

and I will complete the cliff log,

Susan Shust

Correspondence and Internal Communications Services
Beputy Minister's Office | Ministry of Agricuiture

Pz (250) 387-3036 | Fx: (250) 356-8392 | email: men@gov.be.ca
Please consider the environment before printing this email
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Local Government

Name

Address

Email

Abbotsfo rd

Henry Braun

Mavyor, City of Abbotsford

323215 South Fraser Way,
Abbotsford BC V2T IW7

nfriesen@abbotsford.ca

Belta (Corparation)

Lois E. Jacksan

Mayor, The Corporation of Delta

4500 Clarence Taylor Cresent,
Delta BC V4K 3E2

mayor@delta.ca

Kelowna (City)

Todd Cashin

City of Kelowna

1435 Water Street, Kelowna, BC
V1Y 14

teashin@kelowna.ca

Campbell River

Kevin Brooks

City of Campbel River

301 St. Ann's Rd., Campbell
River BC VOW 4C7

Kevin.Brooks@camphellriver.ca

Capitai RD Jeff Weightman Capital Regional District, 625 Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC |jweightman{®crd.bc.ca
Regiona! Planning V8W 256
Cariboo RD Francesca Sanna Cariboo Regionai District Suite D, 180 3rd North Avenue, fsanna@cariboord.ca

Williams Lake, BC V2G 2A4

Central Coast RD Darla Blake Central Coast Regional District  [P.O. Box 186, Bclla Coola, BC cao@ccrd-bc.ca
VOT I CO
Central Okanagan RD{Ron Fralick Regional District of Central 1450 KLO Road, Kelowna, BC lennifer.Maximuik@cord.bc.ca
QOkanagan VIW 374
Central Saanich Bruce Greig District of Central Saanmich 1903 Mt. Newton Cross Road, |Bruce.Greigh@scaanich.ca

Saanichton, BC VBM 2AS

Columbia Shuswap

RD

Gerald Christie

Columbia Shuswap Regional
Bistrict

555 Harbourfront Drive NE,
Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4P1

gchristie@csrd.be.ca

Chilliwack

Sharon Gaetz

Mayor, City of Chilliwack

8550 Young Road, Chilliwack, BC
V2P 8A4

stogchnoff@chilliwack.com

Comox Valley RD

Teresa Warnes

Comox Valley Regional District

600 Comoax Road, Courtenay, BC
VAN 3P5

twarnes@comoxvalleyroad.ca

East Kootenay RD

Andrew Mcleod

Regional District of East Kootnay

19 24th Ave. S, Cranbrook BC
V1C 3H8

amclecd@rdek.be.ca

Fort St John

Ken Rogers

Fort 5t. John

10631 100 Street, Fort St. John,
BC Vil 375

Krogers@fortstjohn.ca

Fraser-Fort George

RD

Kenna Jonkman

Regional District of Fraser-Fort
Gearge

155 George Street, Prince
George, BC V2L 1P8

khonkman@rdffg.be.ca

Islands Trust

Robert Barlow

Islands Trust

200-1627 Fort Street, Victoria,
BC VB8R 1HS

rbarlow@islandstrust.bc.ca

Kent

Darcey Kohuch

Bistrict of Kent

73170 Cheam Avenue, PO Box 70,
Agassiz, BC VOM 1A0

Dkohuch@district. kent.bec.ca
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Kitimat Stikine RD

Nicholas Redpath

Regional District of Kitimat-
Stikine

300-4545 Lazelle Avenue,
Terrace, BC V8G 4E1

nredpath@rdks.bc.ca

Maple Ridge Christine Carter City of Maple Ridge 11995 Haney Place, Maple ccarter@mapteridge.ca

(District) Ridge, BC V2X 6A9

Mission Randy Hawes Mayor, District of Mission on PO Box 20, 8645 Stave Lake myounie@mission.ca
the Fraser Street, Mission, BC V2V 419

Nanaimo RD Kristy Marks Regional District of Nanaimo 6300 Hammond Bay Road, kmarks@rdn.bc.ca

Nanaimo, BC V9T 6N2

North Okanagan RD

Laura Frank

Regional District of North
Okanagan

9848 Aberdeen Road,
Caoldstream, BC V1B 2K9

laura.frank@rdno.ca

North Saanich

Alice Finall

Office of the Mayor, District of
North Saanich

1620 Mills Road, North Saanich,
BC V8L 559

Lcoburn@northsaanich.ca

Peace River RD

Bruce Simard

Peace River Regional District

Box 810, 1981 Alaska Avenue,
Dawson Creek, BC VIG 4HS8

prrd.dc@prrd.be.ca

Pemberton

Sheena Fraser

Village of Pemberton

PO Box 100, 7400 Praspect
Street, Pemberton, BC VON 210

ipedrini@pemberton.ca

Powell River RD

Brenda Paguin

Powell River Regional District

#202-4675 Marine Avenue,
Powell River, BC V8A 2L2

Laura.reddan@powellriverrd.be.

ca

Qualicum Beach Karia Duarte Town of Qualicum Beach 201-660 Primrose Street, PO Kduarte @qualicumhbheach.com
Box 130, Qualicum Beach, BC
VoK 157

Richmond Terry Crowe City of Richmond 6911 No. 3 Read, Richmond, BC [tcrowe@richmond.ca
VbY 2C1

Spallumcheen Cindy Graves Township of Spallumcheen 4144 Spallumcheen Way, deo@spallumcheentwp.be.ca

(District)

Spallumcheen, BC VOE 1B6

Sguamish Lilooet RD

Kimberly Needham

Sguamish-Lillooet Regionai
District

Bax 219, 1350 Aster Street,
Pemberton, BC VON 2L0

kneedham@slird.bc.ca

Summetrland

Dawn Boathe

District of Summerland

13122 Henry Avenue, PO Box
159, Summerland, BC VOH 1Z0

dboothe@summerland.ca

Sunshine Coast RD

David Rafael

Sunshine Coast Regional District

1975 Field Road, Sechelt, BC
VON 3A1

David.Rafael@scrd.ca
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West Kelowna

8rittany Tuttle

City of West Kelowna

2760 Cameran Road, West
Kelowna, BC V1Z 276

Brittany. Tuitie@westkelownacit
y.ca
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Industry

MName

SaitSpring Island Farmer's institute

s.22

—

BC Landscape & Nursery Assn

Hedy ! Dyck

Address

|Emait

[#102 - 19289 Langley Bypass,

Surrey, BCV3S 6K1

HDyck@bclna.com

BC Agritourism Farming Association

no contact name

noad

[ beat farmingassociation@yahoo

Tourism Chilliwack

Allisen Cothorp

Jinfo@tourismchilliwack.com

BC V2S5 2E1

Tourism Industry Association of BC  {Walt Judas wjudas@tiabc.ca

Chilliwack Economic Partners Corp | Walter Dyck 201-46093 Yale Road, graham@chilliwackpartners.co

(Chillwack Ag Commission) Chilliwack, BC V2P 218 m

Abbotsford Chamber of Commerce |Allan Asaph #207-32900 South Fraser Way, |allan@abbotsfordchamber.com
Abbotsford, BC V28 5Al

Abbotsford Tourism Craig Nichois 34561 Delair Road, Abbotsford, |cnichols@tourismabbotsford.ca

BC Cattlemen's Association

Lary Fossum

AGRI CENTRE - #4 — 10145
Dailas Drive, Kamloops, BC V2C
6T4

elaine@catiiemen.bc.ca

8BC Fruit Growers' Association

Glen Lucas

880 Vaughan Avenue, Kelowna,
BCV1Y 7E4

glucas@bcfea.com

Pemberton & District Chamber of
Commerce

Laura Arnold

0

laura@pembertonvalleylodge.c
1om

Abbotsford

Horse Counci! British Columbia Keily Coughlin no address Industry@hche.ca

UBCM Al Richmond Suite 6O 10551 Shellbridge Way, lubcm @ubem.ca
Richmond, BC V6X 2W9

BCAC Jaclyn Laic 230-32160 South Fraser Way,  |jlaic@ardcorp.ca

Tourism Langtey

Dehorah Kuichiski

E206 — 20159 88" Avenue,

Langley BC V1M 0A4

Dehorah@tourism-langley.ca
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individual Stakeholders Name

"ls.22

I

Debbie Woodward, Private Vineyard and | Debbie Woodward

Winery

Address

Ermail

dwoodward@privato.ca

Scott Schober, WRM Strata Management
and Real Estate Services Ltd

Scott Schober

scott@wrm.hc.ca

Marilyn Venturi, Venturi-Schulze
Vineyards

Marilyn Venturi

4235 Vineyard Road, Cobble Hill,
BC VOR 1L5

marilyn@venturischuize.com

Bob & Ann Collins, Collins Farm

Bob and Ann Collins

5955 Hector Road, Port Alberni,
BC

collinsfarm.arrowvale @pmail.co

m

lack Froese, ). D. Farms Ltd,

Jack Froese

24726 52 Avenue, Langley, BC
V2Z 1E2

jack@jdfarms.ca

Alf and Sandee Krause, Krause Berry
Farms & Estate Winery

Alf and Sandee Krause

6179 — 248th Street, Langley, BC
VAW 1C3

Alf@krauseberryfarms.com

Ezra Cipes, Sumimerhill Pyramid Winery

Ezra Cipes

4870 Chute Lake Road Kelowna,
BCVIW 4M3

ezra@summerhill.bc.ca

s.22 i

Curtis Krouzel, 50th Paraliel Estate

Curtis Krouzel

17101 Terrace View Road, Lake

curtis@50thparallel.com

s.22

Country, BC V4V 1B7

Reg Ralph

|Alf and Sandee Krause

{AIf@ krauseberryfarms.com

[5.22

Alan Gatzke {via RA Anne Skinner)

s.22

Alan Gatzke

~levents@gatzkefarmmarkets.co

~jpm
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Jill Koster, Topland Farm

§.22

Garnet Etsell, Singletree Winery and
Coligny Hill Farms

Jil} Koster

4943 Topland Road, Courtnay,
BC VSN 5Y2

Garnet Etsell

PO Box 109, $tn Mt Lehman,
Abbotsford, BC v4X 2P7

garnet@singletreewinery.ca

Ron McMillan, McMillan Farms

s.22
Julia Smith, Urban Digs Farm

§.22

Andrea & David McFadden, Okanagan
Lavender & Herb Farm

Ron McMilian

Julia Smith

Andrea & David McFadden

#1 - 3690 Berard Road |

infarmation@memillanfarms.ca

Kelowna BC V1w 4A9

4992 Byrne Road Burnaby, BC
V51 3H9

VIW 3C4

4380 Takla Road, Kelowna, BC jandrea@okanaganlavender.eom

julla@urbandigsfarm.com

Harm & Magdalene Vanderlinde, Saar
Bank Farms

Harm & Magdalene Vanderlinde

37523 Maher Read, Abbotsford, hmvanderlinde@gmail.com

BC V3G iw4

Jeryl & Karen Walters, High Country Tree
Farm / Rustic Weddings

leryl & Karen Walters

- 1sukhpaut.bal@gmail.com

Paul & Caroline Mastertman, CPM Farms

LTD.
§.22

Paul & Carcline Mostertman

3387 Tolmie Road, Abbotsford',' pmfarms@gmail.com

BC V3G 2T9

Paul Tataryn, Heather Skoretz & Sara
Skoretz, Bird’s Eye Cove Farm

Paut Tataryn, Heather Skoretz &
Sara Skoretz

5881 Genoa Bay Road, Duncan |paltataryn@shaw.ca

BC V9L 5Y5

Kristi & James Caidwell, Caidwell
Heritage Farm

s.22

Sukhpau! Bal, Hillcrest Farm Market
Jackie Moad and Laurie Gouriay,
Thistledown Farm

Kristi & James Caldwell

Sukhpaul Bal, Jackie Moad and
Laurie Gourtay

4275 Goodison Rd, Kelowna, BC |info@caldwellheritagefarm.com

Viw 4C6

Asukhpaul.bal@gmail.com
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s.22

Sarwan Gidda, TBA Farms Sarwan Gidda 3175 Smith Creek Rd, West tbafarmsltd@hotmail.com
Kelowna, BC V4T 1M7

Kim Sutherfand Kim Sutherfand no address Kim.Sutheriand®@gov.bc.ca

Garfield Marshall - BC Landscape & Garfield Marshal| #102 - 19289 Langley Bypass,  |jlgarfieldmarshall@gmail.com

Nursery Assn Surrey, BC V35 6K1

Babby Gidda, Volcanic Hills Estate Bobby Gidda 2845 Boucherie Rd, Wes t Bobby@valcanichiliswinery.com

Winery Kelowna, BC V1Z 2G6
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

Fiie: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

<<VARIOUS>>

Dear <<NAME=>>r:

[ am writing to thank you for providing fecdback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consuitation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricuitural Land
Reserve. Input from individual stakeholders such as yourself has been a valuable contribution to the
consultation process. [ acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have asked
Mimstry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or concerns regarding
this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ inifiatives, please contact Brenda Lennox tel: (250) 356-
2945 or AgriServiceBC(@gov.be.ca.

Thank you again for your submission,

Yours truly,

Norm Letnick
Minister

ce: Brenda L.ennox, Senior Managcr
Ministry of Agriculture

Ministry of Agricuiture Office of the Ministar Malling Adtress: Telephene: 250 387-1023
PO Box 8043 Stn Prov Gowt Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Victora BC  W8W 852
Web Address: hitp:/fgov.be.calagr/
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

File:  0280-30
Ref: 183771

<<YARIOUS>>

Dear <<NAME>>r:

1 am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white) paper consultation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the Agricultural Land
Reserve. Input from organizations such as yours has been a valuable contribution to the consultation
process. ] acknowledge the time and effert made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, I have personally reviewed the received comments and have asked
Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or concerns regarding
this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact Brenda Lennox tel: (250) 356-
2945 or AgriService BC@gov.be.ca.

Thank you again for vour submission.

Yours truly,

Nomm Letnick
Minister

ce: Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Ministry of Agriculture Office of the Minister Mailing Address: Telephane: 250 367-1023
PO Box 9043 Sin Prov Govt Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Victora BC  V8W 9k2
Web Address: hitp/foov.be.calagrif
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

File: 0280-30
Ref: 183771

<<VARIOUS>>

Dear <<NAME=>>T1:

I am writing to thank you for providing feedback regarding the Ministry of Agriculture’s recent
discussion (white} paper consuliation on Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Salcs in the Agricultural
Land Reserve. Input fTom local governments such as yours has been a valuable contribution to

the consultation process. I acknowledge the time and effort made in preparing your submission.

Along with the appropriate staff, 1 have personally reviewed the received comments and have
asked Ministry staff to prepare a coordinated response. If you have any further questions or
concerns regarding this issue or other ‘Planning for Agriculture’ initiatives, please contact
Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager, Market Development. Ms. T.ennox can be reached by
telephone at : (250) 356-2945 or by cmail at AgriServiceBC@gov.be.ca.

Thank vou again for your submission.

Yours truly,

Norm Letnick
Mimster

ce: Brenda Lennox, Senior Manager
Ministry of Agriculture

Ministry of Agriculture Office of the Ministar Mailing Address: Telepkane: 250 387-1023
PO Box 9043 Stn Prov Govt Facsimile: 250 387-1522
Victoria BC  vawW 9E2
Web Address: hitp:ifgov.be.cafagn!
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Letnick, Norm A_G.EI:EX

From: Latnick, Norm AGRIEX

Sent: Monday, November 9, 2015 4:14 PM

To: Sturko, Derek AGRLEX

Cc: Bill, Karen F AGRIEX; Smukowich, Don AGRLEX; Lalani, Arif AGRLEX
Subject; Re: ALC input website

Well done!

Norm Letnick, MLA

Minister of Apricuiture

On Nov 9, 2013, at 4:09 PM, Sturko, Derck AGRI:EX <Derek. Sturko@eov.be.ca> wrote:

Derek Sturko

Deputy Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculture
(250) 356-1800

From: Lalani, Arif AGRI:EX

Sent: Monday, November 9, 2015 4:07 PM

Ta: Sturko, Derek AGRIIEX; Morales, Stefan AGRI:EX; Smukowich, Don AGRI:EX
Cc: Schmidt, Orlando AGRI:EX

Subject: FW: ALC input website

Complete

Arif Lalani

Assistant Deputy Minister
Business Development Division
Ministry of Agriculture

From: Schmidt, Orlando AGRI:EX

Sent: Monday, November 9, 2015 3:01 PM
Toa: Lalani, Arif AGRI:EX

€c: Nickel, Ken AGRI:EX

Subject: RE: ALC input website

HeHlo Arif,

This update is completed. A short paragraph and the link to the discussion paper shows up as the first
Popular Topic.

www,gov.be.calagriservicebe

Note the Strengthening Farming Program does have a website for this as well but it Is not as easy to
access: http://www2.gov.bc.cafgov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/agricultural-land-and-

1
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environment/strengthening-farming/local-government-bylaw-standards-and-farm-bylaws/agri-taurism-
and-farm-retail-sales-bylaw-standards

Orlando Schimidt [ Regional Manager, Coast
BC Ministry of Agriculture [ phone: 604-556-3101 | cell: 604-302-7818 | email:
orlando.schmidt@gov.be.ca

www.gov.be.col/agriservicebe | 1-888-211-7141 | AgriServiceBC@gou.bc.ca

From: Lalani, Arif AGRI:EX

Sent: Monday, November 9, 2015 11:42 AM

To: Sturko, Derek AGRIIEX; Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX; Smukowich, Don AGRI:EX
Cc: Morales, Stefan AGRLEX; Schmidt, Orlando AGRI;EX

Subject: RE: ALC input website

Yes we can do that. Orlando suggests we add it under popular topics. Orlando can you make this
happen piease. Thanks.

Arif Lalani

Assistant Deputy Minister
Business Development Division
Ministry of Agricufture

From: Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX

Sent: Monday, November 9, 2015 11:02 AM

To: Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX; Smukowich, Don AGRI:EX; Lalani, Arif AGRI:EX
Cc: Morales, Stefan AGRIIEX

Subject: RE: ALC input website

Arif — can you please look into this and report back.
Thanks,

Derck Sturko

Deputy Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculture
(250) 356~1800

From: Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

Sent: Wednesday, November 4, 2015 10:47 AM
To: Smukowich, Don AGRI:EX

Ce: Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX

Subject: Re: ALC input website
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(Can we add a button link on our agriservicebe main page?

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

On Nov 4, 2015, at 10:16 AM, Smukowich, Don AGRI:EX <Don.Smukowich@gov.be.ca>
wrote:

There isn't a website.
Here is the NR

httos://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2015AGRI0064-001671

with a link to the discussion paper:

http://www2,2ov.be.calassets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-
industry/agriculture-and-seafood/agricultural-land-and-
environment/strengthening-farming/local-government-bylaw-
standards/2015 09 14 agri-tourism_discussion paper.pdf

fecdback can be sent to:

AgriServiceBC@gov.be.ca

From: Norm Letnick [mailto: nletnick@gmail.com)
Sent: Wednesday, November 4, 2015 9:56 AM
To: Smukowich, Don AGRI:EX

Subject: Fwd: ALC input website

Agri tourism link to him please

Norm Lemick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

Begin forwarded message:

From: "dave krysko" <dave(@davara.ca>
Date: November 4, 2015 at 9:53:40 AM PST
To: "Norm Letnick” <pletnicki@gmail.com>
Subject: ALC input websitc

Hi Norm,

You mentioned that there was a sitc we could provide input into
the process.

Could you send me a link?

Thanks,

Dave
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Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

From: Letnick, Norm AGRLEX

Sent: Tuesday, December 1, 2015 11:14 AM

To: Bill, Karen F AGRLEX; Sturko, Derek AGRL.EX
Subject: Agri tourism consultation

Rebecca from Cbe catied locking for an interview this afternoon. Taped 5 min,

She says the deadline has been extended.
Can we get enough messaging prepared in time?
250-861-3781x 224

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture
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Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

From; Letnick, Norm AGRILEX

Sent: Tuesday, December 1, 2015 3:49 PM

To: Bill, Karen F AGRLEX; Sturko, Derek AGRLEX
Subject: Re: Draft KM - help pls by 3:30

Nicely done....l needed these answers and used them.

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

On Dec 1, 2015, at 3:33 PM, Bill, Karen F AGRI:EX <Karen.Bill @gov.bc.ca> wrote:

From: Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX

Sent: Tuesday, December 1, 2015 3:32 PM

To: Boelens, Robert GCPE:EX; Last, Gavin AGRI:EX
Cc: Phelps, Blair GCPE:EX

Subject: RE: Draft KM - help pls by 3:30

See responses/comments added. [ think it's difficult to answer these Qs with such short
timelines. ..

Derck Sturko

Deputy Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculture
(250} 356-1800

From: Boelens, Robert GCPE:EX

Sent: Tuesday, December 1, 2015 2:22 PM

To: Last, Gavin AGRLEX; Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX
Cc: Phelps, Blair GCPE:EX

Subject: FW: Draft KM

Gents, can you pls scan these and correct / adjust / add as you see fit. Have a rush arder ¢n their return.

Does a land owner need to apply each time to the Alc for a non farm use? {le for each wedding)

* Yes? Doubt this is the case. | suspect the ALC would consider a more “blanket” application but
we woutld have to ask them.

Do they go to the local govt first or Alc first?
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+ Applications are made to the ALC | believe: (1) applications are sent through the local
government {who are enceuraged, but not requited, to comment; and {2) if the LG does not
remain neutral or endorse, it won't even go to the ALC.

Please send latest rules around the 50% reg

¢ The ALR USP Regulation requires at lcast 50% of the total retail sales area be devoted to
that farm’s products, and where both farm products and off~farm or non-farm products
being sold, the allowed upper limit of the total of the indoor and outdoor sales area is
300 square metres. This should be adopted by local governments and not reduced.

« To develop a larger retail sales area, or to sell less than 50% of that tarm’s farm
products, a farmer must have both local government and ALC non-farm use application
approval.

There's are several clements to the 50% rule, such as...

(a) farm retail sales if

(i) all of the farm product offered for sale is produced on the
farm on which the retail sales are taking place, or
(ii) the total area, both indoors and outdoors, used for the
retail sales of all products does not exceed 300 m2 and if at
least 50% of that retail sates area is limited to the sale of farm
praducts produced
(A) on the farm on which the retail saies are taking
place, or
(B) by an association as defined in the Cooperative
Association Act to which the owner of the farm on which
the retail sales are taking place belongs;

(b} Repealed. [B.C. Reg. 117/2015, 5. 2 {¢).]

(c) storing, packing, preparing or processing farm products, if at least
50% of the farm product being stored, packed, prepared or processed
is

(i) produced on the farm,

(ii) produced by an assaciation as defined in the Cooperative
Association Act ta which the owner of the farm belongs, or

(iii) feed required for farm production purposes on the farm;
(2.1) A winery or cidery, and ancillary uses, are designated as farm uses for the
purposes of the Act if

{a) at least 50% of the farm product used to make the wine or cider
produced each year is grown on the farm on which the winery or
cidery is located, or
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{b) the farm on which the winery or cidery is located is more than 2
ha in area and at least 50% of the farm product used to make the
wine or cider produced each year is grown

() onthe farm, or

(i} both on the farm and on another farm located in British
Columbia that provides that farm product to the winery or
cidery under a contract having a term of at least 3 years.

Agritourism activities in the ALR

? A B.C. farm can be a great setting for a wedding and an option for British
Columbians and BC visitors

7 We need to be clear that on designated farmland in the ALR, agriculture
needs to be the main activity, and that farmers can support their farming
incomes through other activities tike agritoursm.

? The proposed bylaw standard offers that balance by suggesting that the
main source of income on designated farmiand be purely agricultural,
while allowing BC farmers to suppiement their incomes through
secondary activities.

? The B.C. government consulted with aver 100 stakeholder groups all
arcund the province on the topic in 2014, as part of the consultations on
the ALC —in fact it was one of twelve specific questions we asked
farmers, local governments and all British Columbians.
htto://www?2.gov.bec.ca/local/haveyoursay/Docs/Agriculture Stakeholde
r_Summary.pdf

? A summary of the responses to that question found “A majority of
stakeholders from all regions responded that further clarification should
be provided on what constitutes agri-tourism to ensure that agri-tourism
activities and accommodation are in fact seasonal and are only
conducted in support of the main agricultural activity of farming, not in
place of it. Local governments in particular were very strongly of the view
that further definition is required.”

?  We heard during those consultations that greater clarity surrounding
agritourism activities was required, and we agree.

?  The discussion paper the Ministry put forward was the next step in
moving towards that clarity, and the discussion that it has resulted in has
been very valuable.

? The whole purpose of a discussion paper is to get comments and input
from all involved, so that their opinions and ideas can be considered in
the development of the best possible result, in this case a bylaw standard
that promotes primary agriculture, and allows farmers to supplement
their income on ALR land through defined agritourism activities.

7  During our province wide consultations on the ALC in the summer of
2014 we heard the sentiment that {and the ALR shouid be used to

3
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support and encourage primary agriculture, and we’ve acted on that
through the ALCA regulations.

The ALC needs to review applications from businesses with
predominantly venue-generated revenue to determine if their
operations are in the best interest of agriculture, and supporting primary
agriculture in the ALR, and | support that process.

Land in the ALR is designated as farm land, to be used as agricultural
purposes. Our bylaw standard offers a balance for thase genuine farmers
in the ALR that wish to supplement their income through agritourism
activities, but ensures that farming and agriculture is the core function of
farms in the ALR

Consultation

?

The consultation period on the Minister’s bylaw standard for agritourism
has been extended till January 2016, to provide agri-tourism related
businesses another opportunity to provide comments and input.

The topic was covered during the Ministry’s meetings with mere than
100 stakeholder groups around B.C. as part of the consultation regarding
the modernization of the ALC act in the summer of 2014

The topic was one of 12 discussed in 2014 as part of the Ministry’s
province-wide consultations on the ALC Act Regulations, and involved
100 stakeholder groups

The consultations were apen to the public and more than 800 responses
were received to an on-line questionnaire.

During those consultations, local governments, farmers, farming
organizations and the public, all were invited to comment on agritourism
related activities in the ALR, either as individuals or through agriculture
or stakeholder organizations they are members of.

A summary of the responses to the question found “A majority of
stakeholders from all regions responded that further clarification should
be provided on what constitutes agri-tourism to ensure that agri-tourism
activities and accommodation are in fact seasonal and are only
conducted in support of the main agricultural activity of farming, not in
place of it. Local governments in particular were very strangly of the view
that further definition is required.”

The Ministry of Agricutture used the responses they received during the
consultation to develop the white paper and draft bylaw standard that is
currently posted.

We've extended the consultation pericd to allow one more opportunity
for British Columbian businesses to comment on the proposed bylaw
standard because the Government is lagking to determine that balance,
based on input and information from everyone involved.

Comments are weicome until January 15 @ AgriServiceBC@gov.be.ca

Nan farm use applications and process
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?  The use of the ALR for commercial weddings is considered a non-farm
use which requires approval of the ALC.

7 Ali B.C. farms in the ALR need to apply to the Agricultural Land
Commission for non-farm use activities.

?  The application will be considered by the ALC regional panel, which is
independent of government.

?  Where a farm has received non-farm use approval from the ALC, the
local government may reqguire a rezoning or temporary use permit.

7 Thereis a process for conducting non-farm use activities on ALR land,
and the ALC would be able to provide you with additional information.

?  To be clear —the B.C. government has not given direction to prohibit
weddings on ALR land throughout B.C.

Bylaw standard

7 The Minister responsible for the Farm Practices Protection Act has the
ability to establish standards to guide lacal governments in developing
bylaws for farming areas under section 916 of the Local Gavernment Act.

? Local governments in Abbotsford, Delta, Kelowna, and the Township of
Langley are regulated under the Act, and are expected to develop bylaws
that are consistent with the bylaw standar

?  Bylaw standards provide other local governments who choose to enact a
bylaw with criteria to develop the bylaw. The bylaw is at the discretion of
the community.

? The goal of this bylaw standard is to have a set of guidelines for local
governments that balance preserving farmland while ensuring we have
farmers in an economic viable position to continue farming.

? A Minister's Bylaw Standard comes inta effect on the date of the
Minister’s decision. The new standard is communicated to local
governments and will be posted on the Ministry’s website.

The ministry’s “Guide for Bylaw Development in farming Areas” will be
amended to include the standard
(http://www.agf.gov.be.ca/resmgmt/publist/800Series/840000-
1_GuideforByLawDev_TofC.pdf).
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Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

__
From: Letnick, Norm AGRILEX
Sent: Saturday, December 15, 2015 11.07 AM
To: Sturka, Derek AGRLEX
Cc Bil}, Karen F AGRLEX
Subject: Re: Summary of our December 18, 2015 discussions re: agri-tourism cansultations

Yes thank you. Please verify with befirb if they believe they have a role to play when meeting with the other
organizations. Also I would like to read ali the submissions on the topic from our initial consultation last fall
and this most recent one ending janl5. Can the submissions be uploaded onto my iPad shortly after the deadline
so I can read them on holiday?

Please also upload onto 1Pad the full report of the farm assessment review comnitice that frank Leonard co
chaired I believe with john Rustad in 2008,

Thank you 522

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

On Dec 19, 2015, at 10:18 AM, Sturko, Derek AGRIEX <Derck.Sturko@gov.be.ca> wrote:

This note is just to summarize our brief discussions on December 18, 2015 concerning the
current consultations on agri-tourism that are scheduled to end on January 15, 2016,

» We re-confirmed the intention to arrange a meeting with the ALC, BCAC and UBCM to review
and consider the results of the consultations.

« T advised that staff anticipate completing the analysis and synthesis of the findings by mid-
February 2016.

» Asaresult, we agreed to arrange a single meeting (in late February or early March) with a
coupic of representatives from each of the ALC, BCAC and UBCM to review and consider the
results of the consultations and get advice on how the ministry should respond.

» [l advised that, based on our original consultations on this matter in summer 2104, we anticipate
quite a range of responses on this matter (in particular in regard to the conduct of weddings on
the ALR).

« Asaresult, we agreed that while consensus among those at the meeting was the ideal outcome, il
may be difficull to achieve.

« s.13

Further, I neglected to advise you that ministry staff will also reach out to staff in CSCD (as the
ministry responsible for local governments) once we have the resuits of the consultations
synthesized.

Please advise if this is not an accurate reflection of our discussions.

1
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Derek Sturko

Deputy Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculture
{250) 356-1800
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Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

E oo

From: Letnick, Norm AGRIEX

Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 3:47 PM

To: Bill, Karen F AGRLEX; Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX

Subject: Fwd: Castanet: Unigue food, wine tourism training to grow youth employment

opportunities in Osoyoos and area

FYI

Norm Letnick, MLA
Munister of Agriculture

Begin forwarded message:

From: <tno{@gov.bc.ca>

Date: January 15, 2016 at 3:58:06 PM CST

To: Undisclosed recipients:;

Subject: Castanet: Unique food, wine tourism training to grow youth employment
opportunities in Osoyoos and area

Castanet
15-Jan-2016 13:44

Okanagan College Media Release

Copyright

Page 12 of 47 AGR-2016-61347P3



Copyright

INO...

This e-mail is a service provided by Government Communications and Public Engagement and is only intended for
the original addressee. All content is the copyrighted property of a third party creator of the material. Copying,
retransmitting, redistributing, selling, licensing, or emailing the material to any third party or any employee of the
Pravince who is not authorized to access the material is prohibited.
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Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

_
From: Letnick, Norm AGRLEX
Sent: Sunday, January 17, 2016 1:10 PM
To: Sturko, Derek AGRLEX
Ce: Bill, Karen F AGRLIEX
Subject: Re: Agri tourism meeting

Of course....when { return but I'm hoping the date is set before too long as | want to get this issue resolved pricr to or
concomitantly with 13

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

>0nlJan 17, 2016, at 2;29 PM, Sturko, Derek AGREEX <Derek.Sturko@gov.be.ca> wrote:

>
> Can we discuss just to make sure we have a balanced representation at the meeting?
>

>yl - 322

>

> Derek Sturko

> Sent from my iPhone

p-d

>>»0nlan 17, 2016, at 12:19 PM, Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX <Norm.Letnick@gov.bc.ca> wrote:

>

>> Karen,

> 522

el

>

>> After a few days of reading submissions received so far and the white paper | would like us to consider adding to our
stakeholder meeting our expert land economist, two reps from the young agrarians {or other similar bedy), and two
reps from larger Agri-tourism operators (with one of them being Alan Gatzke).

>>

>> Norm Letnick, MLA

>> Minister of Agriculture
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Letnick, Norm AGRIL:EX

From:
Sent:
To:

Ce:
Subject;

Derek,
s.13

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

> On Jan 18, 20146, at 2:31 PM, Bill, Karen F AGRLEX <Karen.Bill@gov.bc.ca> wrote:

-3
s.13

>
> From BC Assessment page:

Letnick, Norm AGRLEX

Monday, January 18, 2016 12:56 PM
Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX

Bill, Karen F AGRLEX

Re: Agri tourism

> What happens if my farm does not meet the income requirements, if | faii to provide necessary information, or | stop

farming?
-2

> BC Assessment will remove the property from the farm ciass.

>
> -----Original Message-——
> From: Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

> Sent: Monday, January 18, 2016 12:08 PM

> To: Bill, Karen F AGRI:EX
> Subject; Re: Agri tourism

-J
s.13

-

> Please no briefing but please ask Derek or other staff to help you find the answer.

=g
> Norm Letnick, MLA
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> Minister of Agriculture

>

>>0nJan 18, 2016, at 12:33 PM, Bill, Karen F AGRLEX <Karen.Bili@gov.hc.ca> wrote:
>

>> 1} as per below: "._, for example, uses that are not taking place on land assessed as ‘farm™",
>> 2}

>> hitp://www.bcassessment.ca/Services-products/property-classes-and-exe
>>m

>> ptions/farm-land-assessment/farm-classification-in-british-columbia/A

o p

>> ply-for-farm-classification

>> 3) as per 2 AgriTourism is not in the list of Qualifying agricultural use,

=

>> Let me know if you would like a hriefing note on this question?

>> Karen

>>

>> —----0Original Message--—-

>> From: Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

>»> Sent; Monday, January 18, 2016 10:11 AM

>>To: Bill, Karen F AGRI:EX

>> Subject: Re: Agri tourism

s.13

P

>> Norm Letnick, MLA

>> Minister of Agriculture

>

>»>(On lan 18, 2016, at 11:58 AM, Bill, Karen F AGRL:EX <Karen.Bill@gov.bc.ca> wrote:

o= e

>>> Policy 4 posted on ALC website:

»>>

>»>> This policy provides advice to assist in the interpretation of the Agricultural Land Commission Act, 2002 and
Regulation. In case of ambiguity or inconsistency, the Act and Regulation will gavern.

>>> REFERENCE:

>»> Agricultural Land Reserve Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation {BC Reg. 171/2002), the “Regulation”.

»»> Section 2 (2} (e} and Section 1 (1),

>>> Section 2 (2} The following activities are designated as farm use for the purposes of the Act and may be regulated
but must not be prohibited by any focal government hylaw except a bylaw under section 8§17 of the Local Government
Act:

»>>> (e} agri-tourism activities, other than accommoadation, on land that

>>> is classified as a farm under the Assessment Act, if the use is

»>>> temporary and seasonal, and promotes or markets farm products grown,

>»> raised or processed on the farm Section 1 (1) "agri-tourism” means a tourist activity, service or facility accessory to
land that is classified as a farm under the Assessment Act; “farm product” means a commodity that is produced from a
farm use as defined in the Act or designated by this regulation.

»>>> INTERPRETATION:

>>> Subject to the conditions in Section 2 (2) {e) of the Regulation, agri-tourism activities, (other than agri-tourism
accommodation} are designated by this regulation as farm uses, and as such, may not be prohibited by a local
government bylaw, except a farm bylaw approved by the Minister of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries under Section 917
of the Local Government Act. This permitted farm activity is in addition to general farm uses permitted under the Act.
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>>> The Regulation permits temporary and seasonal agri-tourism activities in the ALR provided the land is assessed as
farm’ under the Assessment Act and provided the activity promotes or markets farm products produced on that farm.
These activities are accessory and, at the same time, related to the principle use of the farm or ranch and must promote
or market farm products from the farm or ranch. This use is permitted only if the property is assessed as ‘farm’ and if
the assessment changes, this use is no longer permitted. The farm may be comprised of one or several parcels of land
owned or operated by a farmer as a farm business.

>>>This section does not include agri-tourism accommodation which is reguiated under Section 3 (1) (a) of the
Regulation and may he prohibited hy a local bytaw. See Commission Policy “Permitted Uses in the ALR: Agri-tourism
Accommodation”.

»>»> There is no building threshold area stipulated for these uses in the Regulation. A local government may regulate
these uses, for example by setting hours of operation, a maximum building area or maximum site coverage, but may not
prohibit the uses as they are designated ‘farm uses’ under the Act. The local bylaws may further define ‘temporary’ and
‘seasonal’ and additional local government requirements must also be met. However in al! cases the regulation of the
use by local government must be reasonable and not prohibitive.

>>> Page 2 of 2

>>> Examples of agri-tourism activities that may be permitted under this section of the Regulation, provided all
conditions are met, include, but are not limited to:

>>> - Agricultural heritage exhibit

»>>> . Farm tours and farm demaonstrations - Horse riding including cattle

>»> drive activities - Horse or other livestock shows - Hay, tractor and

>>> sleigh rides - Pumpkin patch tours and refated activities -

>>> Picnicking  Farm related educational activities including cooking

>»> classes using farm products from the farm - Seasonal promotional

>>> events [e.g. harvest and Christmas fairs and

>>> activities) - Special promoticnal events {e.g. private or puhlic

>>> special occasion events for the promotion of farm products} -

>>» Charity fund-raising events where farm products from the farm are

>>> offered for sale or by contribution and the majority of net proceeds

>>> are donated to a registered charity - Catered food and beverage

>>> service special events where farm products from the farm are

>>> promoted, but not a service requiring the use of a permanent commercial kitchen - Corn mazes - Fishing (stocked
pond) - Bird and wildlife refuges and rescue services Farm retail szles are regulated separately under section 2 (2) {a) of
the Reguiation and may be permitted if the specified conditions are met. See Commission Policy “Activities Designated
as Farm Use: Farm Retail Safes in the ALR”.

>3

2

>>> Agri-tourism uses that do not meet the conditions established in the regulation, for exampie, uses that are not
taking place on fand assessed as ‘farm’, are not temporary and seasonal, and do not promote or market farm products
from the farm, require application to and approval from the Commission.

>n>

>

>>> TERMS:

>>>Temporary -means a use or activity in a facility or area that is established and used on a limited time basis for agri-
tourism activities. If a bullding or structure is required for this use, temporary use of the building or structure means a
use for agri-tourism for less than 12 months of the year. The building or structure may be used for other permitted uses
during the course of, or for the remainder of the year.

>>> Seasonzl - means a use or activity in a facility or area for less than 12 months of the year.

= e ]

»»> --—-0riginal Message--——-

»>>> Fram: Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

»>>> Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:49 AM

>>> To: Bill, Karen F AGREEX
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>>> Subject: Re: Agri tourism

>

>>> Thank you for the reply, The next one can wait for Monday....please send me the regulation or legislation that
says...."Activities occurring on ALR property where there is nc established farm use or where tourism income exceeds
agriculiural income must apply and receive approval for a non-farm use from the ALC."

g

>>> Norm Letnick, MLA

>>> Minister of Agriculture

o>

>>>>0nlJan 16, 2016, at 11:12 AM, Bill, Karen F AGRI:EX <Karen.Bii@gov.bc.ca> wrote:

D>

>>>> |t came from ¢scd. They checked with us. It is accurate based on the questions that we are asking in the review.
s.13

P8
>>»>> 0n Jan 16, 2016, at 8:44 AM, Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX <Norm.Letnick@gov.bc.ca> wrote:

e ]

>»x>> Karen,

-l

>>>>> Please confirm the accuracy of this statement fram the media messaging | received....

e )

>>>>> "The proposed Minister’s Bylaw Standard is not proposing to change existing Provincial legisiation at this time.
Activities occurring on ALR property where there is no established farm use or where tourism income exceeds
agricultural income must apply and receive approva! for a non-farm use from the ALC."

e e g

>»>>> Norm Letnick, MLA

>»>>> Minister of Agriculture
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Letnick, Norm AGR:EX

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

s.13

Letnick, Norm AGRIEX

Monday, January 25, 2016 404 PM
Sturko, Derek AGRL.EX

Bill, Karen F AGRILEX

Re: Agri tourism
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Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

L
From: Letnick, Norm AGRLEX
Sent: Monday, February 1, 2016 5;10 PM
To: Sturko, Derek AGRILEX; Bill, Karen F AGRLEX
Subject: Richmond

How are we planning to manage letters like the Jan 14 letter from Richmond with a number of requests re alr outside of
the specific Agri tourism discussion?

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agricuiture
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Letnick, Norm AGRLEX

" P
From: Letnick, Norm AGRLEX
Sent: Monday, February 1, 2016 5:39 PM
To: Sturko, Derek AGRIEX; Bill, Karen F AGRIEX
Subject: Fwd: farm assoc
Attachments: agri tourism farm assoc.docox ATT0000L.htm

Curious to know if they formed after we issued the white paper or have cxisted for a while. Also if Beac
already represents them.

Please consider if we need to invite them to our stakeholder meeting vs leaving them outside the process which
may potentially impact their members.

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agricuiture

Begin forwarded message:

From: Norm Letnick <nletnicki@gmail.com>

Date: February 1, 2016 at 53:36:56 PM PST

To: "norm.letnickZgov.be.ca™ <norm.letnick@gov.be.ca>
Subject: farm assoc
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To The Honourable Minister Norm Letnick

cc: The Honourable Premier Christie Clark

This letter represents a number of farmers in British Columbia, who wish o speak
out in unison about the recent ALC Regulation Consultation Paper issued by the
Provincial Government on Agri-tourism {Discussion Paper and Proposed Minister's
Bylaw Standards, Regulating Agri-tourism and Farm Retail Sales in the ALR, Sept.
14, 2015} to municipalities and also on your website.

We are shocked and astounded that a Discussion Paper involving the future of our
farms was issued without any consuitation or discussion with us, the farmers who
will be affected by any outcomes. We view this to be a dereliction of duty by the
government of British Columbia.

The matters covered in this paper directly affect not only our farms, but also our
families and our industry. We therefore strongly believe we should have been
consulted on this paper

The government’s failure to involve us communicates a lack of transparency to
the farmers of this province. We have therefore formed an alliance over this
matter in order to provide a unified voice, and to speak out in opposition to this

paper.

We are respectfully requesting a seat at the “discussion” table to voice our
concerns and opinions on this paper; and we are also requesting that the closing
date of November 30th be postponed to ensure that the intended spirit of this
paper - i.e. ‘discussion’ —is preserved.

We, as British Columbia farmers of, have rights and deserve consultation on
matters of such importance; and deserve to be heard.

We are extremely concerned that the government will press forward with this
paper and that the spirit of "discussion” will not be honoured by virtue of our
potential exclusion.
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Specifically, we are concerned that the public and municipalities will assume that
the British Columbia farmers affected by this paper have been consulted in this
process, and consent to the declarations made in the paper.

In fact, no such consultation has been made, and no consent given.

We wish to deal with the government in a professional and respectful way; but at
the same time, feel that the government has not offered us the requisite
professional accommodation. Therefore, we have reached out to media in British
Columbia. They have been informed of our position and are on standby to
publish and broadcast our concerns, should the government fail to respond or
consider our wholly reasonable requests outlined in this letter.

The public is sympathetic to our cause and what is transpiring. It is our aim and
objective to keep the public fully informed as matters unfold for they, like us,
deserve full disclosure and clarity. Due process is not only necessary but is also to
be respected by public officials.

We are absolutely certain that the public will see that farmers’ rights, as well as
public rights, have been overlooked and transgressed by the government in this
matter.

This government ran on a theme of transparency.

Our Province is called Beautiful British Columbia, and a large part of that is owed
to the multitude of farms that compose our picturesque landscape.

We petition you to attend to our concerns put forth here and to collaborate with
us in matters which directly involve us.

To help farmers flourish, the province established future funds and groups such as
the B.C. Agritourism Alliance. This Discussion Paper negates much of the work
done to establish the important services these groups and funds provide.

We speak out collectively to ask that we are given the opportunity to take part in
discussion of policy that affects our future.

Our requests are simple, straightforward and twofold:

s We request that the deadline of the paper be extended until January 31,
2016.
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s We request a seat at the discussion table prior to this Discussion paper
being re-issued for review.

We look forward to your response; however, if the province fails to respond, or
the response is delayed, we will then look to the media to assist us with this
matter - witnessing the public’s response to the province’s failure to consult its
farmers in matters that concern them.

We, as a group, have retained Ann Soutar-Britton, one of the founding members
of British Columbia Agritourism Alliance and a former consuitant to the Ministry
of Agriculture , to consult us on these matters. With all communication please
respond to bcat.farmingassociation@yahoo.ca

Yours truly,
On Behalf of:
British Columbia Agritourism Farming Association

Hillcrest Farm Market

Pacific Country Acres Ltd
Saarbank Farms

CPM Farms Ltd

Fantasy Farms inc.

Bird's Eye Cove Farm

Barkiey Brook Farm & Garden
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Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

K.

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

Letrick, Norm AGRLEX

Monday, February 1, 2016 5:54 PM
Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX

Bill, Karen F AGRL:EX

Re: farm assoc

On Feb 1, 2016, at 5:52 PM, Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX <Derek.Sturko{@gov.be.ca> wrote:

The letter implies both that: (1) they just formed in response to the white paper; and (2) the

province formed the alliance some time ago. So hard to teil the history.

Let me look into this tomorrow before we consider participation.

This may be better dealt with off line....

Derek Sturko

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 1, 2016, at 5:39 PM, Letnick, Norm AGREEX <Norm.Letnickimoov.be.ca> wrote:

Curious to know if they formed after we issued the white paper or have existed

for a while. Also if Beac already represents them.

Please consider if we need to invite them to our stakeholder mecting vs leaving

them outside the process which may potentially impact their members.

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

Begin forwarded messagc:

From: Norm Letnick <pletnick@gmail.com>
Date: February 1, 2016 at 5:36:56 PM PST
Teo: "norm letnick@gov.be.ca" <norm.letnicki@eov.be.ca>

Subject: farm assoc

<agri tourism farm assoc.docx>
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Letnick, Norm AGRL:EX

M——
From: Letnick, Norm AGREEX
Sent: Monday, Fehruary 1, 2016 617 PM
To: Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX
Cc: Bill, Karen F AGRLEX

Subject: Re: farm assoc

True and as I'm reading the submissions I se¢c some have provided constructive input individually.

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

On Feb 1, 2016, at 6:08 PM, Sturko, Derek AGRE:EX <Derck.Sturko/@gov.be.ca> wrote:

BTW, they do not comment oa the content of the paper or indicate why it could be a problem for
their members.....

Derek Sturko
Seat from my iPhone

On Feb 1, 2016, at 5:52 PM, Sturko, Derck AGRI:EX <Derek. Sturko(@pov.be.ca> wrote:

The letter implies both that: (1) they just formed in responsc to the white paper;
and (2) the province formed the alliance some time ago. So hard to tell the
history.

Let me look into this tomarrow before we consider participation.

This may be better dealt with off line....

Derek Sturko
Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 1, 2016, at 5:39 PM, Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX
<Norm._ Letnick@@gov.be.ca> wrote:

Curious to know 1t they formed after we issued the white paper or
have existed for a while. Also if Beac already represents them.

Please consider if we need to invite them to our stakeholder
meeting vs leaving them outside the process which may potentially

impact their members.

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

Begin forwarded message:
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From: Norm Letnick <pletnick@gmail.com>
Date: February 1, 2016 at 5:36:56 PM PST
To: "norm.letnick@gov.be.ca”
<norm.Jetmick@gov.be.ca>

Subject: farm assoc

<agri tourism farm assoc.docx™>
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Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

From: Letmick, Norm AGRIL:EX

Sent: Tuesday, February 2, 2016 11:07 AM
To: Sturko, Derek AGRIEX

Ce: Bill, Karen F AGRLEX

Subject: Agri tourism

Derek,

Some of the submissions speak about not realizing we were consulting on this topic until late. Please provide at our
stakeholders meeting this week a summary of our consultations and why we hegan the process in the first place.,

| think.....

Ubcm asked for clarity on temp and seasonal In 2014 it was one of the 12 questions [how did we get the pubfic
informed that we were doing reg consultations and how many responses did we get on this question?) In 2015 we
adopted reg changes but decided to go out to further consultations on this topic {(again how did we inform the public

efc} In 2015 we extended the deadline to Jan 15

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture
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Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

From: Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

Sent: Tuesday, February 2, 2016 11:48 AM
To: Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX

Cc: Bill, Karen F AGRI:EX

Subject: Re: Agri tourism

Sure. Later today's fine.

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

>0n Feb 2, 2016, at 11:47 AM, Sturko, Derek AGREEX <Derek.Sturko@gov.bc.ca> wrote:

=

> Ok, Can we spend a cauple of minutes today discussing agri-taurism {what you're getting from reading the
submissions, etc.)?

>

> Derek Sturko

> Deputy Minister

> BC Ministry of Agriculture

> {250) 356-1800

-

=

> -—--Original Message-—-

> From: tetnick, Norm AGREEX

> Sent: Tuesday, February 2, 2016 11:07 AM

> To: Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX

> {c: Bill, Karen F AGRIEX

> Subject: Agri tourism

-4

> Derek,

>

> Some of the submissions speak about not realizing we were consulting on this topic until late. Please provide at our
stakeholders meeting this week a summary of our consultations and why we began the process in the first place.
>

> 1think.....

>

> Ubem asked for clarity on temp and seasonal In 2014 it was one of the 12 questions {how did we get the public
informed that we were doing reg consultations and how many responses did we get on this guestion?) in 2015 we
adopted reg changes but decided 1o go out to further consultations on this topic {again how did we inform the public
ete} In 2015 we extended the deadline to Jan 15

>

> Norm Letnick, MLA

> Minister of Agriculture
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Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

Letnick, Norm AGRLEX
Tuesday, February 2, 2016 11:51 AM

From:

Sent:

To: Sturko, Derek AGRIEX
Ce: Bilt, Karen F AGRLEX
Subject: Re: Agri tourism

K

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

>0n Feb 2, 2016, at 11:49 AM, Sturke, Derek AGRLEX <Derek.Sturko@gov.bc.ca> wrote:

p-]

> Does 2:30 work for you both?
>

> Derek Sturke

> Deputy Minister

> BC Ministry of Agriculture

> {250} 356-1800

>

>

>

> —----0riginal Message-----

> From: Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX
> Sent: Tuesday, February 2, 2016 11:48 AM
> To: Sturko, Derek AGR{EX

> Ce: Bill, Karen F AGRI:EX

> Subject: Re: Agri tourism

-

> Sure. Later today's fine.

>

> Nonm Letnick, MLA

> Minister of Agriculture

o>

>>0n Feb 2, 20156, at 11:47 AM, Sturke, Derek AGRI:EX <Derek.Sturko@gov.he.ca> wrote:

>

>> Ok. Can we spend a couple of minutes today discussing agri-tourism {what you're getting from reading the

submissions, etc.}?

>>

>> Derek Sturko

>> Deputy Minister

>> BC Ministry of Agriculture

>> (250) 356-1800

B

>

»> -—--0riginal Message-----

>> From: Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX
>> Sent: Tuesday, February 2, 2016 11:07 AM
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>>» To: Sturko, Derek AGREEX

>> Cc: Bill, Karen F AGREEX

>> Subject: Agri tourism

>>

>> Derek,

>

>> Some of the submissions speak about not realizing we were consuiting on this topic until late. Please provide at cur
stakeholders meeting this week a summary of our consultations and why we began the process in the first place.

>

>> | think.....

>

>> Ubcm asked for clarity on temp and seasonal in 2014 it was ane of the 12 questions [how did we get the public
informed that we were doing reg consultations and how many responses did we get on this question?} In 2015 we
adopted reg changes but decided to go out to further consultations on this topic (again how did we inform the public
etc) In 2015 we extended the deadline to Jan 15

>>

>> Norm Letnick, MLA

>» Minister of Agriculture
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Letniclk, Norm AGRI:EX

From: Letnick, Norm AGRLEX

Sent: Tuesday, February 2, 2016 4:49 PM

To: Sturko, Derek AGRLEX

Cc: Bill, Karen F AGRLEX

Subject: Re: For discussion tomorrow: agri-tourism draft materials for Feb 4 meeting

I've read the material. Good work in a short amount of time. Please inform the team somehow that my

s.13

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

On Feb 2, 2016, al 4:26 PM, Sturko, Derck AGRI:EX <Derek.Sturko@@gov.be.ca> wrote:

For discussion as part of tomorrow’s video-conference call (2nd on the agenda), attached (in
PDF format) are 4 documents related to the agri-tourism consultation.

Summary Document and Context (see especially principles on page 4)
Analysis of Comments

Agenda {distribution and annotated versions)

Joan Easton and Brenda Lennox will join us at the Victoria video-conference suite for this item
only.

Derek Sturko

Deputy Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculture
(250) 356-1800

<Summary Report - AT Consultation v Feb 2.pdf>
<Agritourism summary v Feb2 Ver 7.pdf>

<Agenda - Feb 4 2016 Agritourism meeting draft Feb 2.pdf-
<Feb 4 Agritourism Discussion Draft Agenda.pdf>
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Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

A ——— L

From: Letnick, Norm AGRLEX

Sent: Tuesday, February 2, 2016 5:25 PM

To: Sturko, Derek AGRLEX

Cc Bill, Karen F AGRLEX

Subject: Re: For discussion temorrow: agri-tourism draft materials for Feb 4 meeting

I guess we will see what happens on Thursday.

Nomm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

On Feb 2, 2016, at 5:19 PM, Sturko, Derek AGREEX <Derek Sturko@@gov.be ca> wrote:

Qkav but:
s.13

Derek Sturko
Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 2, 2016, at 4:48 PM, Letnick, Norm AGRL:EX <Nom.l.etnick{@gov.be.ca> wrote:

F've read the material. Good work 1n a short amount of time. Please inform the
<12 . . - - . A A ;

— 11

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minster of Agriculture

On Feb 2, 2016, at 4:26 PM, Sturko, Derek AGRIIEX
<Derek.Sturko@gov.be.ca> wrote:

For discussion as part of tomorrow’s video-conference call (2nd
on the agenda), attachcd (in PDF format) are 4 documents related
to the agri-tourism consultation,

Summary Document and Context (see especially principles on
page 4)

Analysis of Comments

Agenda (distribution and annotated versions)
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Joan Faston and Brenda Tennox will join us at the Victona video-
conference suile for this item only.

Derck Sturko

Deputy Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculture
(250) 356-1800

<Summary Report - AT Consultation v Feb 2.pdf>
<Agritourism summary v Feb2 Ver 7.pdf>

<Agenda - Feb 4 2016 Agritourism mecting draft Feb 2.pdf>
<Feb 4 Agritourism Discussion Draft Agenda.pdf>
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Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

From: Letnick, Norm AGREEX
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 &:34 PM
To: Sturko, Derek AGRIEX
Subject: Agri tourism & fees
s.13
8 am Monday meeting with M.,
s.13

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture
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Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Letnick, Norm AGRIEX

Sunday, February 14, 2016 9:30 PM
Sturko, Derek AGRLEX

Re: Agri tourism & fees

Can talk now if you like or 6:30-7:20am

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agricuiture

> On Feb 14, 2016, at 9;12 PM, Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX <Derek.Sturko@gov.be.ca> wrote:

=

> What time are you in the office (pre 8:00 mtg)?

)

> | can pop by there if it works... Both need an explanation...

>
> Derek Sturko

> Sent from my iPhone
2

>>0n Feh 14, 2016, at 8:34 PM, Letnick, Norm AGRLEX <Nerm.Letnick@gov.bc.ca> wrote:

»>
s.13

>>
»>» Norm Letnick, MLA
>> Minister of Agriculture
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Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

b _
From: Letnick, Normt AGRLEX
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 9:38 AM
To: Sturko, Derek AGRLEX
Ce: Bill, Karen £ AGRLEX
Subject: Re: Caucus 2nd draft agri-tourism PP

You missed change on issue slide re temp and scasonal

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agricuiture

On Feb 24, 2016, at 9:34 AM, Sturko, Derck AGRI:EX <Derek. Sturko{@gov.be.ca> wrote:

Attached is an updated third draft (in PP and DF formats) for comment.

Derek Sturko

Deputy Minister

BC Mimnstry of Agriculture
(250) 356-1800

From: Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 3:41 PM
To: Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

Cc;: Bill, Karen F AGRI:EX

Subject: RE: Caucus 2nd draft agri-tourism PP

Attached is an updated second draft (in PP and DF formats) for comment.

<< File: Agritourism deck Feb 23 2016.pptx >> << File: Agritourism deck Feb 23 2016.pdf >>
Thanks

Derek Sturko

Depuly Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculture
(250) 356-1800

From: Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 12:01 PM
To: Lethick, Norm AGRI:EX
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Cc: Bill, Karen F AGRI:EX
Subject: Caucus 1st draft agri-tourism PP

I+ draft of PowerPoint for Caucus. Comments/thoughts?
<< File: Agritourism deck Feb 19 2016 final.pdf >>

Derek Sturko

Deputy Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculture
{250} 356-1800

<Agritourism deck Feb 24 2016.ppix>
<Agritourism deck Feb 24 2016.pdf>
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Letnick, Norm AGRL:EX

From: Letnick, Norm AGRLEX

Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 9:47 AM
To: Sturko, Derek AGRIEX

Cc Bill, Karen F AGRLEX

Subject: Re: Caucus 2nd draft agri-tourism PP

Check white paper.....focus is on temp and seasonal

Norm Letmeck, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

On Feb 24, 2016, at 9:44 AM, Sturko, Derck AGRI:EX <Derek. Sturko@gov.be.ca> wrote:

Could it just read “ALC asked for clarity on what constitutes agri-tourism’?
1 dorn’t recall it being exactly temp and seasonal they asked about. ..

Derek Sturko

Deputy Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculture
(250) 336-1800

From: Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 9:38 AM
To: Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX

Cc: Bill, Karen F AGRLEX

Subject: Re: Caucus 2nd draft agri-tourism PP

You missed change on issue slide re temp and seasonal

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

On Feb 24, 2016, at 9:34 AM, Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX <Derek.Sturko/@gov.be.ca> wrote:

Attached is an updated third draft (in PP and DF formats) for comment.

Derek Sturko

Deputy Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculture
{250} 356-1800
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From: Sturke, Derek AGRI:EX

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 3:41 PM
To: Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

Cc: Bill, Karen F AGRLEX

Subject: RE: Caucus 2nd draft agri-tourism PP

Attached is an updated second draft (in P and DF formats) for comment.

<< Fife: Agritourism deck Feb 23 2016.pptx >> << File: Agritourism deck Feb 23 2016.pdf

>>
Thanks

Derek Sturko

Deputy Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculture
{250} 356-1800

From: Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX

Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 12:01 PM
To: Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

Cc: 8ill, Karen F AGRI:EX

Subject: Caucus 1st draft agri-tourism PP

1# drafl of PowerPoint for Caucus. Comments/thoughts?
<< File: Agritourism deck Feb 19 2016 final.pdf >>

Derek Sturko

Deputy Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculture
(250} 356-1800

<Agritourism deck Feb 24 2016.pptx>
<Agritourism deck Feb 24 2016.pdt>
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Letnick, Norm AGRIL:EX

From: Letnick, Norm AGREEX

Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 9:52 AM
To: Sturko, Derek AGRLEX

Ce: Bili, Karen F AGRLEX

Subject: Re: Caucus 2nd draft agri-tourism PP

‘Temp and seasonal please.

Nom Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

On Feb 24, 2016, at 9:50 AM, Sturkeo, Derek AGRI:EEX <Derek.Sturko(@gov.be.ca> wrote:

The temp and seasonal are among the things for which the ALC (and others) have asked for
clarity.

ey

The white paper also addresses ““what is, and is not, permissibic” and “when an activity
EEk4)

“promotes or markets farm products™.
Your call

Derek Sturko

Deputy Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculture
{250) 356-1800

From: Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 9:47 AM
To: Sturko, Derek AGRT:EX

Cc: Bill, Karen F AGRIIEX

Subject: Re: Caucus 2nd draft agri-tourism PP

Check white paper.....focus is on temp and seasonal

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

On Feb 24, 2016, at 9:44 AM, Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX <Derek.Sturko{@gov.be.ca> wrote:

Could it just read “ALC asked for clarity on what constitutes agri-tourism™?
[ don’t recall it being exactly temp and seasonal they asked about...

Derek Sturko

Deputy Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculiure
(250) 356-1800
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From: Letnick, Norm AGRI;EX

Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 9:38 AM
To: Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX

Cc: Bili, Karen F AGRI:EX

Subject: Re; Caucus 2nd draft agri-tourism PP

You missed change on issue slide re temp and seasonal

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

On FFeb 24, 2016, at 9:34 AM, Sturko, Derek AGREEX
<Derek.Sturko@gov.be.ca> wroie:

Attached is an updated third draft (in PP and DF formats) for
comment.

Derek Sturko

Deputy Minster

BC Ministry of Agriculture
(250) 356-1800

From: Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 3:41 PM
Ta: Letnick, Norm AGRIL:EX

Cc: Bill, Karen F AGRI:EX

Suhject: RE: Caucus 2nd draft agri-tourism PP

Attached is an updated second draft (in PP and DF [ormats) for
comment.

<< File: Agritourism deck Feb 23 2016.pptx >> << File: Agritourism deck
Feb 23 2016.pdf »>>

Tharnks

Derek Sturko

Deputy Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculture
(250) 356-1800

From: Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX
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Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 12:01 PM
To: Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

Cc: Bill, Karen F AGRI:EX

Subject: Caucus ist draft agri-tourism PP

1+ draft of PowerPoint for Caucus. Comments/thoughts?
<< Fi{e: Agritourism deck Feb 19 2016 final.pdf >>

Derek Sturko

Deputy Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculture
{250) 356-1800

<Agritourism deck Feb 24 2016 pptx>
<Agritourism deck Feb 24 2016.pdf>
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Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX_

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc
Subject:

Ok

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture

Letnick, Norm AGRLEX

Woednesday, february 24, 2016 357 AM
Sturko, Derek AGRI;EX

Bill, Karen F AGREEX

Re: Caucus 3rd draft agri-tourism PP

On Feb 24, 2016, at 9:55 AM, Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX <Derek.Sturko@gov.be.ca> wrote:

Updated slide 2. Will his work or any other changes? [ left the 2+ bullet (former 1 bullet) in but

shortened it.

Derek Sturko
Deputy Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculture

(2503 356-1800

From: Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 9:34 AM
To: Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

Cc: Bill, Karen F AGRI:EX

Subject: RE: Caucus 2nd draft agri-tourism PP

Attached is an updated third draft (in PP and DF formats) for comment.

<< Fite: Agritourism deck Feb 24 2016.pptx >> << File: Agritourism deck Feb 24 2016.pdf >>

Derek Sturko
Deputy Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculture

{250) 356-1800

From: Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 3:41 PM
To: Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX
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Cc: Bill, Karen F AGRI:EX
Subject: RE: Caucus 2nd draft agri-tourism PP

Attached is an updated second draft (in PP and DF formats) for comment.

<< File: Agritourism deck Feb 23 2016.pptx >> << File: Agritourism deck Feb 23 2016.pdf >>

Thanks

Derek Sturko

Deputy Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculture
(250) 356-1800

From: Sturko, Derek AGRI:EX

Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 12:01 PM
To: Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

Cc: Bill, Karen F AGRI:EX

Subject: Caucus 1st draft agri-tourism PP

1 draft of PowerPeint for Caucus. Comments/thoughts?
<< File: Agritourism deck Feb 19 2016 final.pdf >>

Derek Sturko

Deputy Minister

BC Ministry of Agriculture
(250) 356-1800

<Agritourism deck Feb 24 2016.pptx>
<Agrilourism deck Feb 24 2016.pdE>
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Letnick, Norm AGRI:EX

From: Letnick, Norm AGREEX

Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 3:36 PM
To: Sturko, Derek AGREEX

Subject: Please send again

Two pager caming to caucus re Agri tourism

Norm Letnick, MLA
Minister of Agriculture
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