Shoemaker, Wes AGRL:EX

From: Shoemaker, Wes AGRLEX

Sent: Monday, November 19, 2018 8:14 AM
To: Shoemaker, Wes AGRLEX

Subject: Notes for conversation with DFO

Wes

W.H. (Wes) Shoemaker, MBA

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Agriculture

5th Floor, 808 Douglas Street

Victoria, BC VBW 9B4

Tel: 250.356.1803 | Cell: 250.516.6892 | Fax: 250.387.6003
E-mail: wes.shoemaker@gov.bc.ca

**please note: This email is intended for the addressee(s) only and may contain legally privileged information. Any
unauthorized use, disclosure or reproduction is strictly prohibited.**

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:
From: "Kristianson, Eric PREM:EX" <Eric.Kristianson@gov.bc.ca>
Date: November 14, 2018 at 6:54:09 PM PST

To: "Shoemaker, Wes AGRI:EX" <Wes.Shoemaker@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: Fwd: Notes for Call with Catherine Blewitt

Slightly slimmed down

Entire note is confidential, and reflects the status of active negotiations with First Nations and the commercial-
confidential interests of fish farm companies in the Broughton Archipelago.

The purpose of the call is for BC and DFO to update each other on
the status of work that has been discussed in earlier
engagements.

1) BC’s Wild Salmon Options Paper
5.13,5.16
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o We are now planning a process that would involve
our Wild Salmon Advisory Council, and would
include

o 6-8 community meetings during early
December

o FN engagement

o Online capacity to receive submissions

« Intentis to have final recommendations to
government in January.

« We anticipate that recommendations will align with
joint federal /provincial priorities for salmon
moving forward.

e In support of this work, we would appreciate
learning more about the salmon-related activities
DFO is anticipating related to your Minister’s
announcements at the International Year of the
Salmon Event.

2) Pacific Fisheries Fund

o We understand that DFO is prepared to commit
$80-$100 million to a new fund to be cost shared
with the province on a 75% (Federal) / 25%
(Provincial) basis.

« The province is very supportive of this approach
and appreciates all the work DFO has been doing to
get it in place.

e For our planning purposes it would helpful to have a
high-level overview of what you are planning, such

das:
5.13,5.16
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5.13,5.16

3) Broughton Archipelago Fish Farm Update

« The negotiating table has produced a set of draft
recommendations regarding 17 provincial tenure
renewals for open net fin fish farming in the
Broughton Archipelago.

o The core elements of the recommendations are:

5.13,5.16

« We expect the companies will support the
recommendations, and we anticipate support from

First Nations that have been at the table. s.13:5.16
5.13,5.16

« Catherine I would very much appreciate it if you
could find time for a call with our negotiator
Lorne Brownsey and Chief Bob Chamberlain in

the next few days, s13.5.16
3
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5.13,5.16

5.13,5.16

4) Governance

e On earlier calls, we had touched on some options

related to defining the BC / DFO collaboration,
5.13,5.16

o We share the objective of making sure that our
efforts are coordinated and aligned, and are glad to
continue to explore options.

5) Aquaculture

o Atthe International Year of the Salmon event, your
Minister made a number of announcements related
to finfish aquaculture including:

o Taking a more precautionary approach
o Utilizing an area-based analysis
o Undertaking a technology study

« We would like to understand what this work looks
like and what the opportunities are for BC to work
collaboratively with DFO as the work proceeds.

4
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« We also wanted to make sure you were aware of
work that the Fraser Basin Council has been asked
to do on behalf of two foundations and related to
RAS systems. Also, BC has engaged a consultant to
provide advice on securing investment from
partners (foundations, NGOs, industry) to support
this agenda.

Closing

« [ want to thank you and your team for continuing to

engage with us and make time for these calls. It has
been helpful for BC, and hopefully for DFO staff as
well.

In terms of next steps, I think we can turn the work
over to our respective teams to develop more
details, and follow up with another call in a few
weeks so that we can stay current on all of the
priority activities that are underway.

On the Broughton front, I really appreciate any time
you can squeeze a discussion with Lorne Brownsey
and Chief Chamberlain into your schedule.
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Shoemaker, Wes AGRI:EX

e =___ == =
From: Shoemaker, Wes AGRLEX
Sent: Tuesday, December 4, 2018 2:05 PM
To: Yuma Morisho, Okenge PREM:EX; Maranda, Pierrette IGRS:EX
Cc: Mack, James AGRLEX; Kristianson, Eric PREM:EX; Shoemaker, Wes AGRI:EX
Subject: Fisheries Topics for Premier Bilateral.docx
Attachments: Fisheries Topics for Premier Bilateral.docx
Importance: High
Okenge/Pierrette,

Here is a draft note for the bilateral. We have sent the note to Eric Kristianson
who will make a few edits to the note and then send on the final version.

Eric, any comments to offer?
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Fisheries Topics for Premier’s bilateral with Prime Minister during First Ministers’ Meeting

1) New Fisheries Funding:

Context

As part of its Economic Outlook Statement, Canada recently announced new funding related to
BC’s fisheries and seafood sector, including:

e $107.4M over five years for stock assessment and rebuilding efforts for priority Pacific
salmon stocks, as well as other priority fish stocks across Canada

e aone-time $5M contribution to the Pacific Salmon Endowment Fund (as managed by
the Pacific Salmon Foundation)

e S$100M over six years for a new BC Salmon Restoration and Innovation Fund. This fund
was announced along with a similar new program for Quebec and is based on the
success of the Atlantic Fisheries Fund announced in 2018.

These funding announcements build on a series of national investments that effectively restore
previous budget cuts and make new investments in fisheries and oceans, including:

e $197.1M over five years of incremental funding for ocean and freshwater science.

« $1.5B over five years to launch the Oceans Protection Plan.

e $284.2M over five years to restore lost protections and incorporate modern safeguards
into the Fisheries Act, which would support new legislative and regulatory tools.

o $164.7M over five years to protect, preserve and recover endangered whales, which
includes research on salmon populations.

e $61.5M over five years to implement a suite of measures to protect and recover the
Southern Resident Killer Whale, including funding that will support the conservation of
wild pacific salmon.

Key Messages:

¢ The new investments in BC fisheries made in the recent Economic Outlook are well
received in BC and respond to priorities raised by the Pacific Salmon Commission, BC’s
own Wild Salmon Advisory Committee, and Minister Wilkinson’s Wild Salmon
Implementation Plan.

e BCis working now on securing our financial contribution to the BC Salmon and
Innovation Fund and hope to be able to make those decisions as part of Budget 2019.

¢ This new fund is significant in that it will create a vehicle for our two governments to
work jointly on common priorities in the fisheries and seafood sector that will make a
real benefit to the industry and communities across BC.

* We need to move quickly on implementing this fund so that we can deliver projects in
2019.
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2) Significant Accomplishment on Reconciliation: Fish Farms in Broughton Archipelago

Context:

On June 27, 2018, BC announced a Letter of Understanding (LOU) with three First Nations in the
Broughton Archipelago, the ‘Namgis, Kwikwasutinuxw Haxwa’mis, and Mamalilikulla. The LOU
established a government-to-government process to reach consensus recommendations on
seventeen fish farm tenures in the traditional territories of those First Nations.

On November 30, 2018, the process resulted in consensus recommendations delivered to the
respective decision-makers. These recommendations were supported by the Province, the
three First Nations and the two salmon farming companies operating in the area (Cermaq and
Marine Harvest). Work is underway to announce publicly the recommendations as well as the
decisions by the province and three First Nations to support them. It is expected that
Parliamentary Secretary Terry Beech will be part of the announcement as a strong signal of
federal support for reconciliation with BC First Nations as well as DFQ’s supportive role in
implementing the recommendations.

Key Messages:

e Both of our governments have undertaken bold commitments to implement UNDRIP
and achieve reconciliation with First Nations.

¢ Like any bold commitment, this is hard to do. First Nations have been justifiably critical
of government efforts to date, and industry is concerned that if we “get this wrong” it
could have disastrous consequences for our economy.

e Our reconciliation work with First Nations in the Broughton Archipelago is a significant
achievement and worth taking notice of.

e Through this process, we have taken one of our most controversial industries, and some
of our most principled opposing First Nations, and achieved consensus amongst all
parties on how to move forward. We've beaten the odds at delivering a deal few
expected we could reach.

¢ This is significant because it shows BC First Nations that meaningful change is possible
and it shows industry that reconciliation is challenging but possible without harm to our
economy.

e It'simportant to note that Canada is playing a strong role here. Minister Wilkinson has
been actively engaged in the progress of the file, and his ministry is working with us on
implementation. As we move to announcing this agreement, it is important to profile
Canada’s role in this accomplishment and we are in discussions to have Parliamentary
Secretary Terry Beech as part of that event.
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Shoemaker, Wes AGRI:EX

From: Shoemaker, Wes AGRL:EX

Sent: Monday, November 19, 2018 8:14 AM
To: Shoemaker, Wes AGRLEX

Subject: Notes for conversation with DFO

Wes

W.H. (Wes) Shoemaker, MBA

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Agriculture

5th Floor, 808 Douglas Street

Victoria, BC VBW 9B4

Tel: 250.356.1803 | Cell: 250.516.6892 | Fax: 250.387.6003
E-mail: wes.shoemaker@gov.bc.ca

**please note: This email is intended for the addressee(s) only and may contain legally privileged information. Any
unauthorized use, disclosure or reproduction is strictly prohibited.**

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Kristianson, Eric PREM:EX" <Eric.Kristianson@gov.bc.ca>
Date: November 14, 2018 at 6:54:09 PM PST

To: "Shoemaker, Wes AGRI:EX" <Wes.Shoemaker@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: Fwd: Notes for Call with Catherine Blewitt

Slightly slimmed down

Entire note is confidential, and reflects the status of active negotiations with First Nations and the commercial-
confidential interests of fish farm companies in the Broughton Archipelago.

The purpose of the call is for BC and DFO to update each other on
the status of work that has been discussed in earlier
engagements.

1) BC’s Wild Salmon Options Paper

5.13,5.16
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« We are now planning a process that would involve
our Wild Salmon Advisory Council, and would
include

o 6-8 community meetings during early
December

o FN engagement

o Online capacity to receive submissions

« Intentis to have final recommendations to
government in January.

« We anticipate that recommendations will align with
joint federal /provincial priorities for salmon
moving forward.

« In support of this work, we would appreciate
learning more about the salmon-related activities
DFO is anticipating related to your Minister’s
announcements at the International Year of the
Salmon Event.,

2) Pacific Fisheries Fund

o We understand that DFO is prepared to commit
$80-$100 million to a new fund to be cost shared
with the province on a 75% (Federal) / 25%
(Provincial) basis.

« The province is very supportive of this approach
and appreciates all the work DFO has been doing to
get it in place.

« For our planning purposes it would helpful to have a
high-level overview of what you are planning, such

as:
5.13,5.16
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5.13,5.16

3) Broughton Archipelago Fish Farm Update

o The negotiating table has produced a set of draft
recommendations regarding 17 provincial tenure
renewals for open net fin fish farming in the
Broughton Archipelago.

e The core elements of the recommendations are:

5.13,5.16

o We expect the companies will support the
recommendations, and we anticipate support from

First Nations that have been at the table. -1351°
$.13,5.16

o Catherine I would very much appreciate it if you
could find time for a call with our negotiator
Lorne Brownsey and Chief Bob Chamberlain in
the next few days;s 13s.16

3
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5.13,5.16

5.13,5.16

4) Governance

e On earlier calls, we had touched on some options

related to defining the BC / DFO collaboration,
5.13,5.16

o We share the objective of making sure that our
efforts are coordinated and aligned, and are glad to
continue to explore options.

5) Aquaculture

o Atthe International Year of the Salmon event, your
Minister made a number of announcements related
to finfish aquaculture including:

o Taking a more precautionary approach
o Utilizing an area-based analysis
o Undertaking a technology study

« We would like to understand what this work looks
like and what the opportunities are for BC to work
collaboratively with DFO as the work proceeds.

4
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« We also wanted to make sure you were aware of
work that the Fraser Basin Council has been asked
to do on behalf of two foundations and related to
RAS systems. Also, BC has engaged a consultant to
provide advice on securing investment from
partners (foundations, NGOs, industry) to support
this agenda.

Closing

o [ want to thank you and your team for continuing to
engage with us and make time for these calls. It has

been helpful for BC, and hopefully for DFO staff as
well.

« In terms of next steps, I think we can turn the work
over to our respective teams to develop more
details, and follow up with another call in a few
weeks so that we can stay current on all of the
priority activities that are underway.

o On the Broughton front, I really appreciate any time
you can squeeze a discussion with Lorne Brownsey
and Chief Chamberlain into your schedule.
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Shoemaker, Wes AGRI:EX

From: Shoemaker, Wes AGRLEX

Sent: Tuesday, December 4, 2018 2:05 PM

To: Yuma Morisho, Okenge PREM:EX; Maranda, Pierrette IGRS:EX

Cc: Mack, James AGRLEX; Kristianson, Eric PREM:EX; Shoemaker, Wes AGRILEX
Subject: Fisheries Topics for Premier Bilateral.docx

Attachments: Fisheries Topics for Premier Bilateral.docx

Importance: High

Okenge/Pierrette,

Here is a draft note for the bilateral. We have sent the note to Eric Kristianson
who will make a few edits to the note and then send on the final version.

Eric, any comments to offer?
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Fisheries Topics for Premier’s bilateral with Prime Minister during First Ministers’ Meeting

1) New Fisheries Funding:

Context

As part of its Economic Outlook Statement, Canada recently announced new funding related to
BC’s fisheries and seafood sector, including:

e $107.4M over five years for stock assessment and rebuilding efforts for priority Pacific
salmon stocks, as well as other priority fish stocks across Canada

e aone-time $5M contribution to the Pacific Salmon Endowment Fund (as managed by
the Pacific Salmon Foundation)

e $100M over six years for a new BC Salmon Restoration and Innovation Fund. This fund
was announced along with a similar new program for Quebec and is based on the
success of the Atlantic Fisheries Fund announced in 2018.

These funding announcements build on a series of national investments that effectively restore
previous budget cuts and make new investments in fisheries and oceans, including:

e $197.1M over five years of incremental funding for ocean and freshwater science.

e $1.5B over five years to launch the Oceans Protection Plan.

e $284.2M over five years to restore lost protections and incorporate modern safeguards
into the Fisheries Act, which would support new legislative and regulatory tools.

e $164.7M over five years to protect, preserve and recover endangered whales, which
includes research on salmon populations.

e S$61.5M over five years to implement a suite of measures to protect and recover the
Southern Resident Killer Whale, including funding that will support the conservation of
wild pacific salmon.

Key Messages:

¢ The new investments in BC fisheries made in the recent Economic Outlook are well
received in BC and respond to priorities raised by the Pacific Salmon Commission, BC's
own Wild Salmon Advisory Committee, and Minister Wilkinson’s Wild Salmon
Implementation Plan.

e BCis working now on securing our financial contribution to the BC Salmon and
Innovation Fund and hope to be able to make those decisions as part of Budget 2019.

¢ This new fund is significant in that it will create a vehicle for our two governments to
work jointly on common priorities in the fisheries and seafood sector that will make a
real benefit to the industry and communities across BC.

¢ We need to move quickly on implementing this fund so that we can deliver projects in
2019.
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2) Significant Accomplishment on Reconciliation: Fish Farms in Broughton Archipelago

Context:

On June 27, 2018, BC announced a Letter of Understanding (LOU) with three First Nations in the
Broughton Archipelago, the ‘Namgis, Kwikwasutinuxw Haxwa’mis, and Mamalilikulla. The LOU
established a government-to-government process to reach consensus recommendations on
seventeen fish farm tenures in the traditional territories of those First Nations.

On November 30, 2018, the process resulted in consensus recommendations delivered to the
respective decision-makers. These recommendations were supported by the Province, the
three First Nations and the two salmon farming companies operating in the area (Cermaq and
Marine Harvest). Work is underway to announce publicly the recommendations as well as the
decisions by the province and three First Nations to support them. It is expected that
Parliamentary Secretary Terry Beech will be part of the announcement as a strong signal of
federal support for reconciliation with BC First Nations as well as DFO’s supportive role in
implementing the recommendations.

Key Messages:

e Both of our governments have undertaken bold commitments to implement UNDRIP
and achieve reconciliation with First Nations.

¢ Like any bold commitment, this is hard to do. First Nations have been justifiably critical
of government efforts to date, and industry is concerned that if we “get this wrong” it
could have disastrous consequences for our economy.

¢ Our reconciliation work with First Nations in the Broughton Archipelago is a significant
achievement and worth taking notice of.

e Through this process, we have taken one of our most controversial industries, and some
of our most principled opposing First Nations, and achieved consensus amongst all
parties on how to move forward. We’ve beaten the odds at delivering a deal few
expected we could reach.

» This is significant because it shows BC First Nations that meaningful change is possible
and it shows industry that reconciliation is challenging but possible without harm to our
economy.

e It’simportant to note that Canada is playing a strong role here. Minister Wilkinson has
been actively engaged in the progress of the file, and his ministry is working with us on
implementation. As we move to announcing this agreement, it is important to profile
Canada’s role in this accomplishment and we are in discussions to have Parliamentary
Secretary Terry Beech as part of that event.
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Ministry of Agriculture
Indigenous Leaders Meeting in Alert Bay, BC

Ref: 186838 Date: September 19, 2017

Issue: Premier John Horgan is meeting with First Nations leadership in Alert Bay, regarding their concerns
with salmon farming.

Background: The meeting is expected to include members of the Musgamagw Dzawada’enuxw Hereditary
Chiefs, representatives from the ‘Namgis First Nation and potentially other protesters who have been
occupying Marine Harvest’s Midsummer Island and Swanson Island fish farms. It is expected that these First
Nations will request that the Premier commit to a government-to-government process to discuss the removal
of all open net pen salmon farms from their traditional territories in the Broughton Archipelago.

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) is responsible for the protection of fish health and is the primary
regulator of the salmon farming industry in BC.

In BC:
*  The Ministry of Agriculture is the lead for seafood industry development and for strategic aquaculture
policy

*  The Ministry of Forests Lands and Natural Resource Operations and Rural Economic Development
(FLNR) issues tenures authorizing the use of the land, foreshore and marine areas for finfish and
shellfish aquaculture (Land Act).

In 2015, BC put in place a “pause” on new tenures for Atlantic salmon farms pending recommendations on
the future of the industry from the BC Minister of Agriculture’s Advisory Council on Finfish Aquaculture
(MAACFA) expected by the end of the year. The current “pause” is in addition to a previous moratorium on
all salmon farming north of Klemtu as well as a temporary moratorium on new farms in the Discovery Islands
until 2020.

5.13,5.16
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Ministry of Agriculture
Indigenous Leaders Meeting in Alert Bay, BC

Appendix 1

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

Suggested Responses on Salmon Aquaculture

BC is committed to the socially and ecologically responsible management of BC
fisheries, including an environmentally and economically sustainable aquaculture
industry;

The BC government is committed to implementing the Cohen Commission
recommendations and working with the aquaculture industry to move to closed
containment, where possible.

I recognize that a number of First Nations leaders have concerns with open pen fish
farms in their territorial waters and that we need to work together on finding a
solution.

As for the current issue at hand with these two specific sites, I believe we can work out a
solution with industry and Canada here and would encourage an exploration of
potential options.

Ensuring that the wild salmon are protected is of the utmost importance to our
government. Wild salmon provides sustenance for people and wildlife throughout our
province, as well as bringing its own economic benefits.
o We also know that the fish farming industry brings stable jobs to small
communities along our coast.

This is an issue that won’t be solved overnight, but one that will require having
everyone at the table to determine solutions going forward. DFO is the lead agency with
respect to fish farms in Canada; we must make sure that all discussions on aquaculture
licensing must include them.

Our government is committed to working with First Nations, the industry and DFO to
ensure BC’s aquaculture sector is environmentally sustainable and respects First
Nations’ rights while providing good jobs for British Columbians.

I will be sharing what I’ve heard today, coupled with the recommendations from the
upcoming MAACFA report with my cabinet.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Ministry of Agriculture
Indigenous Leaders Meeting in Alert Bay, BC
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Ministry of Agriculture
Indigenous Leaders Meeting in Alert Bay, BC

Appendix 2
Information Note on BC’s Salmon Farming Industry

Ref: 186838 Date: September 18, 2017
X-Ref: 186717

Issue: Premier John Horgan meeting with First Nations leadership in Alert Bay regarding Salmon
aquaculture.

Background:

The BC salmon farming sector has been operating for more than three decades in British Columbia.
Farm-raised salmon is BC’s highest valued seafood product (93,000 metric tonnes worth $797
million in 2016) and the number one agricultural export. About seventy per cent of the harvest is
exported, primarily to the U.S., followed by Japan, China and Hong Kong.

Salmon aquaculture is a major employer in rural and remote coastal and First Nations communities.
The industry has identified that it has generated 5,000 jobs, paying roughly 30 per cent more than the
provincial median. Between 20 and 30 per cent of salmon farm workers in BC are First Nations.
However, the salmon farming industry in BC has always been fairly controversial, with concerns
around First Nations rights and title, negative impacts to wild salmon and potential impacts to the
broader marine / coastal environment.

As of September, 2017, there were 126 existing salmon farm tenures and of these 65 were operating
with salmon on site. There are 20 fish farm tenures (in the Broughton Archipelago) due to expire in
June 2018, including the sites at Swanson Island and Midsummer Island presently occupied by First
Nations protesters. There are several other salmon farms with tenures requiring replacement in
various locations around the Coast.

5.13,5.16
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Ministry of Agriculture
Indigenous Leaders Meeting in Alert Bay, BC
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FIRST NATI@N
Wild Safmon Alliance

September 05, 2017
Dear First Nations Chiefs,

The First Nations Wild Salmon Alliance (FNWSA) is seeking the support of your First
Nation fo support the Namgis and Musgamagw Dzawada’enuxw First Nation's
occupation of BC fish farms and to call on the government of BC to begin the

immediate fransition from devastating open net-pen fin-fish aquaculiure to land-
based closed containment systems.

As receni evenis have shown, Ailantic salmon fish farms pose a significant threat
to surviving wild salmon stocks, and thus pose a threat to our communities, culiure,
fraditions and economy. Through the scientific studies of both DFO Dr. Kristi Miller-
Saunders and Dr. Alexandra Morton these sites are focal points for saimon related
diseases and viruses, including Piscine Reo-Virus (PRY), Heart and Skeletal Muscle
Inflammation (HSMI), hazardous levels of parasitic sea-lice, unnatural leval of predation

including verified and unaccounted by-catch and unprecedented levels of fish waste
and chemical dispersals. '

To date, First Nations have seen very little from Canada or BC that would
represent a significant and meaningfully step towards the implementation of the
Cohen Recommendations fo safeguard BC’s wild salmon stocks. Nor have we seen a
commitment from Canada or BC to implement the recommendations of the 2007
Special Legislative Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. Following the
commitments of the governments of Canada and BC to implement the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, government must respect the
decision maoking authority of First Nations.

In alighment with BC Assembly of First Naitions, First Nations Summit and the Union

of BC Indian Chiefs resolutions supporting closed containment aquaculture and MP Fin

Donnelly’s Bill C-228, the FNWSA is reaching out to oll BC First Nations to sign this
declaratfion of support to call on the government of BC and Canada fo safeguard our
salmon and immediately begin the transition to land-based closed containment
aquaculiure.

Sincerely,

N
. ;2:,:?’ T

N Ay
py ﬁ%‘ ffrif)f?f{; ifi{g:}'tf“&'

Chief Bob Chamberlin, Chair

The First Nations Wild salmon Alliance y
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FIRST NATICN
Wild Salmon Alliance

Deciaration of Support for the transition to closed containment aquaculiure.

The undersigned First Nation leaders, hereby call on the governments of BC and Canada to
immediately begin the transition of open nei-pen fin-fish aquaculiure to land-based closed
containment systems, and hereby support the fish farm occupations of the Namgis and

Musgamagw Dzawada'enuxw First Nations.

We extend an invitation to all First Nations, the governments of Canada and BC, and all

communifies that depend on the health of wild salmon and BC coasts to join us in defending
our communities, our economies and our culture for all fime.
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September 18, 2017
Honourable John Horgan,
Premier, British Columbia

.Honourable Doug Donaldson,
Minister of Forest lands and Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development

Honourable Lana Popham,
‘Minister of Agriculture

By email:

RE: Request for phase out of open net salmon fish farms in BC’s tidal waters

Dear Premier and Ministers:

I am writing on behalf of Wilderness Tourism Association and our members who operate nature
based tourism businesses throughout British Columbia.

The Wilderness Tourism Association of BC has been advocating for a moratorium and phase out
of open net salmon farms since 2011. There are numerous reasons for this: open net salmon
farmmg has direct and indirect negative impacts on both on marine adventure tourlsm and on the
- marine environment in which they are located.

There is no question about the scientific evidence pointing to the negative impacts on wild
salmon stocks and the resulting pollution accumulating on the ocean floor. These are

- acknowledged in the 2012 Royal Society of Canada Expert Panel Report “Sustaining Canada’s
Marine Biodiversity: Responding to the Challenges Posed by Climate Change, Fisheries, and
Aquaculture™4 and the Cohen Commission into the Decline of the Fraser River Sockeye Final
Report “The Uncertain Future of Fraser River Sockeye.

The need for further analysis and debate on this activity has long passed. It’s time for a
government decision and action to move from open net to close containment and preferably
located in a land based system as is already occurring on northern Vancouver Island at the
Kuterra Fish Farm.

AGR-2018-8799248 of 52Additional page:

-1




JLah

WildernessTourism € 33

Association g
BRITISH COLUMBIA | CANADA

8566 Moxon Terrace @ North Saanich, BC ® V8L 1K6 e (250) 655 4103 e

The recent open net facility failure in Washington State and subsequent escape of thousands of
Atlantic salmon into BC waters is a prime example of why the decision to end the use of open
net salmon farms should be made now. This facility failure highlights the vulnerability of the
infrastructure as well as the inadequacy of the industry planning and response to natural events.
We note that seasonally high tides are not out of the norm nor are the increased

frequency of extreme weather events on our coast. The impacts from this single event has real
potential to have significant and lasting impacts on the BC Salmon stocks and river ecosystems.

Your government has been critical of the current salmon faming practices while in opposition.

We-are-looking-for-you-to-provide-leadership-on-this-issue-and-make-the-necessary-policy-and
legislative changes to move the salmon farming industry onto a more sustainable footing for the
benefit of all marine users and the environment.

Yours Truly

Kevin Smith
President
Wilderness Tourism Association of BC

~‘Namgis Chief and Council info@namgis.bcca

K'odi Nelson knelson@ ewanak.bc.ca

Charlie Williams swawas(@shaw.ca

Robert Chamberlin bobef@khfn.ca
WTA Board Members
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OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

900 Vancouver Street, Victoria, BC, V8V 3V7 RE LEAS E

Toll Free 1.800.582.8627 » 250.386.7781

/ ANGLICAN DIOCESE PRESS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

-ANGLICAN BISHOP TRAVELS TO GILFORD ISLAND TO STAND WITH FIRST NATIONS AGAINST FISH FARMING IN THE AREA

Copyright

CONTACT:

Catherine Pae

communications officer

toale@be.anglican.ca

SYNOD OFFICE

900 Vancouver Street, Victoria BC Canada, VBV 3v7

D©:250 386 7781 x 248 C: 250 803 7544

AT
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FIRST NATIONS FISHERIES COUNCIL

of British Columbia

320-1200 West 73™ Ave. » Vancouver, BC * V6P 6G5
TEL: 778-379-6470 = FAX: 778-379-6469
info@fnfisheriescouncil.ca » www.fnfisheriescouncil.ca

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 12, 2017

Open net pen fish farms are endangering wild salmon;
BC First Nations call for transition to closed containment systems

Copyright

For more information, contact FNFC Communications Coordinator Aimee Arsenault
aimee@fnfisheriescouncil.ca » 778-379-6470 (office) » 604-836-1909 (cell)

A UNITED VOICE FOR FIRST NATIONS FISHERIES

Mkl
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320-1200 West 73" Ave, » Vancouver, BC « V6P 6G5
TEL: 778-379-6470 = FAX: 778-379-6469 | info@fnfisheriescouncil.ca « www.fnfisheriescouncil.ca
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