
British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted by the tailings 
disaster. 

The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and those living on the 
Quesnel and Fraser River watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all our organizations. 

On 04 August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC), had a 
catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and 
seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest environmental disasters in modern Canadian history. 

The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage and has taken little to no action to assure that 
such a disaster would not happen again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial regulators to return to 
operations. Our organizations strongly urge that this application be rejected for the following reasons: 

Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s wholly-owned 
subsidiary Mount Polley Mining Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage facility for imminent production 
than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of Quesnel Lake and the downstream rivers. Now the company plans to release “treated” 
mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as the site of discharge. 

Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of the tailings 
storage facility at the Mount Polley mine. 

Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal permitting are 
the contested, occupied, traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc people have not given their 
unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people of Likely, BC. 

Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, timelines, and 
methods, with caveats, special requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of observers, individually 
selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full access to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site and all areas of the area affected by the 
tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected area, this permit should be rejected. 
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Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems their operations 
threaten. The managers of MPMC ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe condition of the tailings storage 
facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental discharges. 

Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, has returned the 
destroyed land to its original condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine Creek, Etney Creek, and Quesnel 
Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine would be furthering an ongoing catastrophe. 

Thereis stilltime for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s commitment to 
respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C.  

 
A concerned Canadian citizen 
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I support the restart of Mount Polley. I believe they will operate in a safe and responsible manner. I also believe the mine is vital to the 
local economy and for employment of people needing jobs. I also believe that the tailings pond break could have been avoided if Mount 
Polley had been allowed to discharge water from the pond, as they requested to the proper government agency.  
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Please do not re-open the Mt. Polley mine. The reasons have already been communicated to you by many. 
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Dear Sir or Madam: 

I am opposed to allowing Imperial Metals to re-open the Mount Polley Mine. Based on my discussion s with m any indigenous peoples, I do not 
believe that the re-opening of the mine has the support of the majority of peoples of the Secwepemc Nation, nor the general (indigenous and not) 
populace off reserve. Williams Lake Band council may appear to support this endeavour, but that does not mean that the majority of Williams Lake 
Band members do support it. Also, Williams Lake Band does not speak for all Secwepemc peoples. The only way to really understand the interests 
of the Secwepemc and settler peoples of the regions affected, in my opinion, is to create a poll or referendum. Imperial Metals states that they 
fulfilled their obligation to have community meetings but in no way reports on how they were responded to by the communities. The BC 
Conservation Service inquiry, in conjunction with the RCMP, Environment Canada and Fisheries and Oceans Canada, is investigating the impacts of 
the Mt Polley Breech on the environment and their report is not due out until June. Will the res ults of that investigation be available for the Ministry 
of Energy and Mines and Ministry of Environment to use in their decision about this re-opening permit application? Why is the deadline for public 
comment so soon, meaning that we will not have these BC Conservation Service inquiry results available to us by your May 2 deadline for public 
comment?  

It states in the Water Management Plan (WMP) document (Golder 2015) that the current permit allows 1.4 million cubic mm of water discharge, 
while at the same time stating that the current discharge could be 3 times that. It also states that onsite levels of Nitrate, Copper, Sulphate, 
Aluminum, Iron, Selenium and Suspended Solids are above accepted concentrations. The report implies that if the WMP is not pushed through then 
previously unaffected areas like Bootjack Lake will potentially be impacted. This feels like the threat of contamination of Bootjack Lake is being 
used to push through the latest permit applicati on. The Return to Restricted Operations permit application implies that they will be working at 
reduced capacities, although the work suggested is at half load, which is still very substantial. I feel strongly that pushing this Return to Restricted 
Operations Permit through before the results from the BC Conservation et al inquiry, and a fuller understanding of the actual individual First Nations 
and settler support or rejection of this permit is unnacceptable. Scientists in the area reported a substantial diatom dieoff in the fall of 2014 in 
Quesnel Lake. Diatoms feed zooplankton that salmon fry consume. Until we better understand the long term impacts of the disaster on the 
environment, we cannot justify putting any more people, animals and flora in jeopardy by re-opening the mine. The clean-up that has occurred 
(minimal) barely begins to address the impacts on the environment. I suggest that more time is spent getting an understanding of the long term 
impacts especially on salmon before any re-opening at any capacity will be considered. The WMP could be put into place without starting up the 
mine again.  

YOurs truly, 
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Good afternoon, 

British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted by the tailings 
disaster. 

The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and those living on the 
Quesnel and Fraser River watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all our organizations. 

On 04 August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC), had a 
catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and 
seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest environmental disasters in modern Canadian history. 

The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage and has taken little to no action to assure that 
such a disaster would not happen again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial regulators to return to 
operations. Our organizations strongly urge that this application be rejected for the following reasons: 

Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s wholly-owned 
subsidiary Mount Polley Mining Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage facility for imminent production 
than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of Quesnel Lake and the downstream rivers. Now the company plans to release “treated” 
mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as the site of discharge. 

Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of the tailings 
storage facility at the Mount Polley mine. 

Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal permitting are 
the contested, occupied, traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc people have not given their 
unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people of Likely, BC. 

Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, timelines, and 
methods, with caveats, special requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of observers, individually 
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selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full access to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site and all areas of the area affected by the 
tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected area, this permit should be rejected. 

Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems their operations 
threaten. The managers of MPMC ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe condition of the tailings storage 
facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental discharges. 

Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, has returned the 
destroyed land to its original condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine Creek, Etney Creek, and Quesnel 
Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine would be furthering an ongoing catastrophe. 

There is still time for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s commitment to 
respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C.  

Sincerely, 
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British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted by the tailings disaster. 

The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and those living on the Quesnel and Fraser River 
watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all our organizations. 

On 04 August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC), had a catastrophic failure, allowing 
approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. 
This spill is one of the biggest environmental disasters in modern Canadian history. 

The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage and has taken little to no action to assure that such a disaster would not happen 
again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial regulators to return to operations. Our organizations strongly urge that this application be 
rejected for the following reasons: 

Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s wholly-owned subsidiary Mount Polley Mining 
Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage facility for imminent production than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of 
Quesnel Lake and the downstream rivers. Now the company plans to release “treated” mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as the site of 
discharge. 

Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley 
mine. 

Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal permitting are the contested, occupied, 
traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc people have not given their unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on 
their territories. Neither have the people of Likely, BC. 

Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, timelines, and methods, with caveats, special 
requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of observers, individually selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full access 
to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site and all areas of the area affected by the tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected 
area, this permit should be rejected. 
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Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems their operations threaten. The managers of MPMC 
ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe condition of the tailings storage facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental 
discharges. 

Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, has returned the destroyed land to its original 
condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine Creek, Etney Creek, and Quesnel Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine 
would be furthering an ongoing catastrophe. 

There is still time for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s commitment to respecting and upholding the 
rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C.  

Signed:
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Dear Sirs, 

British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted by the tailings 
disaster. 

The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and those living on the 
Quesnel and Fraser River watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all our organizations. 

On 04 August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC), had a 
catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and 
seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest environmental disasters in modern Canadian history. 

The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage and has taken little to no action to assure that 
such a disaster would not happen again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial regulators to return to 
operations. Our organizations strongly urge that this application be rejected for the following reasons: 

Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s wholly-owned 
subsidiary Mount Polley Mining Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage facility for imminent production 
than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of Quesnel Lake and the downstream rivers. Now the company plans to release “treated” 
mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as the site of discharge. 

Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of the tailings 
storage facility at the Mount Polley mine. 

Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal permitting are 
the contested, occupied, traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc people have not given their 
unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people of Likely, BC. Cuius est solum, eius est 
usque ad coelum et ad inferos  

R
E

C
O

R
D

S
 2-4  P

age 17 of 273

s.22

s.22



Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, timelines, and 
methods, with caveats, special requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of observers, individually 
selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full access to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site and all areas of the area affected by the 
tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected area, this permit should be rejected.  
And it should also be explicit in the duty of care that no permits be issued until it can be PROVED that all environmental discharges can be 
contained on site, above the ground and below, with absolutely no migration to adjacent lands. 

Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems their operations 
threaten. The managers of MPMC ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe condition of the tailings storage 
facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental discharges. 

Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, has returned the 
destroyed land to its original condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine Creek, Etney Creek, and Quesnel 
Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine would be furthering an ongoing catastrophe. 

There is still time for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s commitment to 
respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C. and future generations. 

respectfully submitted

--  
 

The test of our progress is not whether we add more to  
the abundance of those who have much; it is whether we  
provide enough for those who have too little.  
FDR: Jan 20, 1937 
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To Whom it May Concern, 

British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted by the tailings 
disaster. 

The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and those living on the 
Quesnel and Fraser River watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all British Columbians. 

On August 4, 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC), had a 
catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and 
seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest environmental disasters in modern Canadian history. 

The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage and has taken little to no action to assure that 
such a disaster would not happen again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial regulators to return to 
operations. I strongly urge that this application be rejected for the following reasons: 

Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s wholly-owned 
subsidiary Mount Polley Mining Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage facility for imminent production 
than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of Quesnel Lake and the downstream rivers. Now the company plans to release “treated” 
mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as the site of discharge. 

Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of the tailings 
storage facility at the Mount Polley mine. 

Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal permitting are 
the contested, occupied, traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc people have not given their 
unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people of Likely, BC. 

Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, timelines, and 
methods, with caveats, special requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of observers, individually 
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selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full access to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site and all areas of the area affected by the 
tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected area, this permit should be rejected. 

Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems their operations 
threaten. The managers of MPMC ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe condition of the tailings storage 
facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental discharges. 

Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, has returned the 
destroyed land to its original condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine Creek, Etney Creek, and Quesnel 
Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine would be furthering an ongoing catastrophe. 

There is still time for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s commitment to 
respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C.  

--  
 

 

 
 

CONFIDENTIAL 
The contents of this communication, including any attachment(s), are confidential. If you are not the intended recipient (or are not receiving this communication on behalf of the intended recipient), please notify the sender immediately and 
kindly delete or destroy this communication without reading it, and without making, forwarding, or retaining any copy or record of it or its contents. Thank you.
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Hi there,  

My name is and I would like to formally express my opposition to reopening the Mt. Polley Mine. In light of the grave environmental 
disasters from the spill in August 2014 it seems illogical to commit to discussions over the future of the mine this soon after the incident especially 
without the consultation of Indigenous bands.  

As a BC resident and a supporter of repairing tarnished relationships between Indigenous peoples, I strongly urge the provincial government to forgo 
talks about opening the mine until the havoc caused by the spill has actually been contained and the Indigenous peoples affect have given their 
consent.  

Thank you 

  

Sent from Samsung Mobile 
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British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted by the tailings 
disaster. 

The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and those living on the 
Quesnel and Fraser River watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all our organizations. 

Sent from my iPhone 
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I very strongly support the reopening of the mine ASAP! I am a  
town to keep it 

running! Thankyou for all your hard work Imperial Metals/Mt. Polley Mines! This is such a fantastic company. 
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I find it amazing to see that the BC Liberal sanctioned 'clean-up' of the disaster consists of basically covering the chemical-laden sludge with big 
rocks.  

Ever member of your Government needs to take a long hard look in the mirror. 

This is a disgrace. 

 

 
  

 

R
E

C
O

R
D

S
 2-4  P

age 29 of 273

s.22

s.22



British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted 
by the tailings disaster. 

The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and 
those living on the Quesnel and Fraser River watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all our organizations. 

On 04 August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals 
Corporation (IMC), had a catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated 
water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest 
environmental disasters in modern Canadian history.

The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage and has taken little to no action 
to assure that such a disaster would not happen again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial 
regulators to return to operations. Our organizations strongly urge that this application be rejected for the following reasons: 

Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s 
wholly-owned subsidiary Mount Polley Mining Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage 
facility for imminent production than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of Quesnel Lake and the downstream 
rivers. Now the company plans to release “treated” mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as 
the site of discharge. 
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Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of 
the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley mine. 

Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal 
permitting are the contested, occupied, traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc 
people have not given their unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people 
of Likely, BC. 

Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, 
timelines, and methods, with caveats, special requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of 
observers, individually selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full access to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site 
and all areas of the area affected by the tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected 
area, this permit should be rejected. 

Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems 
their operations threaten. The managers of MPMC ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe 
condition of the tailings storage facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental discharges. 

Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, 
has returned the destroyed land to its original condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine 
Creek, Etney Creek, and Quesnel Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine would be furthering an ongoing 
catastrophe. 

Thereis stilltime for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s 
commitment to respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C.  

 - a BC Citizen 
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Dear Minister Polak and Minister Bennett,  

 I have only recently become aware of the short window of "public 
consultation" as an opportunity to voice commentary the Ministry of Energy and Mines and the Ministry of Environment's consideration of granting 
Mount Polley Mining Company of Imperial Metals Inc. the permission to reopen the Mount Polley mine. 

Not only is the concept absurd that you would consider granting such a permit to reopen, it is highly insulting and will cost you your reputation and 
integrity if you make the wrong decision. The people of BC are organizing and will not tolerate politicians making decisions that clearly put 
corporate interests ahead of those of the public. 

I know you may conflate corporate interests with the public interest if you have a narrow understanding of the nature of the public's interest - a view 
that only sees and acknowledges an "economic" facet without considering the fundamental relationships between people and the environment and 
between people and other people (eg. First Nations communities). This conflation is a common mistake among politicians and is a result of a specific 
religious-like belief in an economic ideology often referred to as "neoliberalism". Take care not to be fooled by this narrow and faulty ideological 
position. 

It would be a significant and egregious error to permit Mount Polley mine to reopen rather than ensuring that it remains closed to protect the public 
and the environment. 

As a citizen, , I implore you to make the right decision by refusing to grant a 
reopening permit for the Mount Polley mine.

Sincerely, 
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I have voted Liberal in the past. But if you re-open this mine after such a catastrophe I will never vote for you again. You also should not be 
accepting donations from companies like Imperial as it is clearly a conflict of interest! 
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Dear Minister Polak and Minister Bennett,  

, I am opposed to the re-opening of the Mount Polley mine and I write to you with concern about reports that your 
ministries are considering granting a permit to reopen the Mount Polley mine. 

As you know this aforementioned mine recently had a large scale "tailings pond" breach as a result of the company's negligence, resulting in 
contamination of our province's waterways with toxic compounds. This spill has exposed British Columbians to the contaminants' largely unknown 
long-term effects. 

I recently heard of a time period for solicitation of community comments on the decision under consideration, an unfortunately highly under-
publicized solicitation by our government. Regardless of the failures by the Ministry of Energy and Mines and the Ministry of Environment to 
adequately seek concerned voices, I expect you to fulfill your duty as elected officials of the public by making the same decision that any reasonable 
member of the public would make in this case: to firmly deny Mount Polley Mining Company of Imperial Metals Inc. the permission to reopen the 
Mount Polley mine. 

Too many decisions are being made by politicians that do not adequately take into account long term health impacts on the public. I expect you to 
make the right decision in this case as the people of BC will not accept a decision that does not put the public first. 

As a citizen, , I request that you make the right decision and refuse permission to re-open the mine.

Sincerely, 
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"British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted 
by the tailings disaster." This is a quotation from a public statement signed by a very large number of reputable organizations. I 
agree with it. While there are many good reasons to keep this mine from reopening, the fact that the First Nations peoples who are 
ancestral caretakers of this land don't want it to reopen is first and foremost ... and definitely good enough for me. Shouldn't we 
listen to those who actually live on this land and stop waging this 500-year war against the aboriginal peoples? Don't even consider
reopening this mine: Keep it shut down! 
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To Whom it May Concern, 

British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted 
by the tailings disaster. 

The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and 
those living on the Quesnel and Fraser River watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all our organizations. 

On 04 August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals 
Corporation (IMC), had a catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated 
water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest 
environmental disasters in modern Canadian history.

The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage and has taken little to no action 
to assure that such a disaster would not happen again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial 
regulators to return to operations. Our organizations strongly urge that this application be rejected for the following reasons: 

Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s 
wholly-owned subsidiary Mount Polley Mining Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage 
facility for imminent production than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of Quesnel Lake and the downstream 
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rivers. Now the company plans to release “treated” mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as 
the site of discharge. 

Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of 
the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley mine. 

Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal 
permitting are the contested, occupied, traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc 
people have not given their unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people 
of Likely, BC. 

Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, 
timelines, and methods, with caveats, special requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of 
observers, individually selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full access to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site 
and all areas of the area affected by the tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected 
area, this permit should be rejected. 

Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems 
their operations threaten. The managers of MPMC ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe 
condition of the tailings storage facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental discharges. 

Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, 
has returned the destroyed land to its original condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine 
Creek, Etney Creek, and Quesnel Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine would be furthering an ongoing 
catastrophe. 

Thereis stilltime for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s 
commitment to respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C.  
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NO to Mount Polley Permit 

Stop poisoning human and other beings for the sake of profit!!  
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I am writing to state my very strong objection to the prospect that Mt. Polley mine be reopened. 
It is setting a very bad precedent to allow a company with such a terrible record, who are responsible for the worst mining disaster in BC history, to 
continue business as usual. There should be nothing short of a liquidation of this company's assets to pay for the ongoing environmental and local 
economic damage caused by this disaster. Allowing them to reopen the mine is essentially telling them and other mining companies that it is OK to 
be negligent, and that taxpayers will cover for their failures. This is completely unacceptable. 
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The fact that you are even considering the reopening of the mine speaks volumes to where your priorities are at. I would like to pose a few questions 
to you: What kind of planet would you like your children to grow up on? One that will sustain their lives or one that will kill them? Where do you 
think our food and water comes from? Outer space? No. We need to take a look at the ways in which we are poisoning this earth and hold those 
responsible, accountable for their actions. How can you sleep at night, tuck your children into bed and tell them everything will be ok? Because if 
you continue to make decisions that contribute to the death of our planet, most assuredly your offspring along with the rest of the planet will not 
survive. ENOUGH is ENOUGH!!!!!!! 
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Would you please be reasonable and not let the mine open. There are many reasons to go slowly and listen to all sides. It is difficult to trust after faith has been 
broken. How could such a disaster be allowed to happen? Our indigenous peoples have put up with enough, ask them if they want the mine to open, what is in it 
for them. Ask the animals and birds and fish in the area how they feel about the mine reopening. Please do the right thing not the money thing.  
Sincerely,  
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Hello, 

I am very concerned with the application to have Mount Polley reopened. I am not satisfied that the spill has been adequately cleaned, that the factors 
leading to the spill have been thoroughly investigated, or that the communities affected have had their concerns properly addressed. Moreover, the 
Secwepemc First Nation has remained opposed to the reopening of the mine on their traditional territory and I expect the provincial government to 
respect their sovereignty.  

As a citizen of British Columbia I would strongly oppose the reopening of the mine. 

Sincerely, 
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Re: comments regarding Imperial Metals’ request to re-open their Mount Polley mine.  

Given that Imperial Metals did not follow the approved design specifications of their containment walls (ignoring slope, height and material 
specifications), how can we expect the company to properly correct the dam and other facilities for the mine to re-start? In addition, how can the 
public be confident that B.C. regulations have strengthened to prevent further disaster when nothing’s changed yet, and the original project was 
carried out in accordance with B.C. regulations? 
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Hello. The approval of the Mount Polley mine restart permit would have many benefits for the cariboo region as well as BC. Yah the dam breach 
was and is a really bad environmental event. At the same time tho a lot has been learned and improved in the mining industry since then.  

I approve and support the Mount Polley Mine permit for a restart of mining and processing operations. 
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May 1, 2015

Mount Polley Mine

British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine. This is a matter of urgent concern.

On August 4, 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals Corporation 
(IMC), had a catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated water to rush into 
nearby Polley Lake and seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest environmental 
disasters in modern Canadian history.

The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage, and appears to have taken little
action to assure that such a disaster would not happen again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to 
provincial regulators to return to operations. This application should be rejected.

Continuing Ecological Destruction In the eight months since the August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility, IMC’s wholly-owned 
subsidiary, Mount Polley Mining Corporation (MPMC), has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage facility for imminent 
production than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of Quesnel Lake and the downstream rivers. Now the company 
plans to release “treated” mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as the site of discharge.

Criminal Investigation The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of the 
tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley mine.

Consent of Communities The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal 
permitting are the contested, occupied, traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc 
people have not given their unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people of 
Likely, BC.
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Consideration of this permit should be rejected until (i) all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and 
informed consent to any and all project plans, timelines, and methods, with caveats, special requirements, and timelines that are on 
their own terms, and (ii) a third-party team of observers, individually selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full 
access to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site and all areas of the area affected by the tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC 
has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected area.

Neglect and Greed MPMC has demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems their
operations threaten. The managers of MPMC ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe 
condition of the tailings storage facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental discharges.

Clean Up and Remediation Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, has 
returned the destroyed land to its original condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine Creek, 
Etney Creek, and Quesnel Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine would be furthering an ongoing catastrophe.

There is still time for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s 
commitment to respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C.
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I believe Mt Polley should be allowed to re open and Gov. Inspections should happen on a regular basis but they should submit daily readings onto 
the Gov. Web site for the inspectors and the public to be able to look at. if possible Web  
cams should be installed.  

We need the employment so if they can tow the line let it happen. We don't all live on Government hand outs and have worked hard all our lives to 
pay our share of taxes so save our jobs and our land. 

Thank you 
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British Columbia must reject the re-opening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine. Until all communities impacted by the tailings disaster last 
August, one of the most devastating mining disasters in history, have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent, it would be 
irresponsible of the province to accept the application for a restricted re-opening of the mine. Imperial Metals is still under criminal investigation for 
gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of the tailings storage facility and has yet to completely remediate the destroyed land and lake, so 
how can anyone possibly justify allowing the mine to re-open in any capacity? Please recognize that protecting the Canadian people and our 
environment must be given higher priority than corporate profits. Please do the sensible thing and reject this application!  

Regards, 
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To whom it may concern,  

I support the restart of the Mount Polley Mine.  
 

 I can also say that the workforce at the Mine 
is very concerned about their jobs and where they will go if they lose them. There are a lot of people with family's and children that 
will suffer a great deal if Mount Polley shuts down. All of this i am sure you already know, I am just another person that is writing a 
letter to you, showing my support for the restart and for the Likely and Williams Lake area.

Thank you,
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I would sincerely hope that the BC government will long and hard at the idea of reopening the Mount Polley mine. I have applauded many of the 
other environmental initiatives your province has taken so I find it especially concerning that you would, in any way, jeopardize the ecological 
balance of such a pristine area to say nothing of your apparent disregard for the rightful owners of that land. Hopefully someday Canada will have an 
Environmental Bill of Rights which will protect all Canadians from such apparent greed.  
Yours sincerely, 

 

--  
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Never open Mt.Polley again .....  
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Do not re-open the mine. Imperial Metals shouldn't be allowed to do business in this province anymore, forever and all time, for their utter failure.  

And yours, if you let them get back to business.  
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To whom this concerns, 

The re-opening of the Mount Polley mine concerns me deeply in the way that it is being administrated - indeed for the way it was handled entirely 
from day one.  

As I stand here (pace, in fact), one handedly putting my two year to sleep and other-handedly typing this note because it's the only time I have to 
even hope that this note has any effect on those that I am addressing.  

I therefore include the following statement as representing me and my family in our stand against the re-opening of the mine and I hope that it will be 
forgiven that I've not the energy to craft such a well written piece as my work and parenting responsibilities must precede everything else at the 
moment.  

Please recognize the statement below to be reflective of me and my family and re-consider the process by which the mine is or isn't re-opened.  

Public Statement

British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted by the 
tailings disaster. 

The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and those living on 
the Quesnel and Fraser River watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all our organizations.
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On 04 August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC), 
had a catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated water to rush into nearby 
Polley Lake and seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest environmental disasters in modern 
Canadian history. 

The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage and has taken little to no action to assure 
that such a disaster would not happen again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial regulators to return to 
operations. Our organizations strongly urge that this application be rejected for the following reasons: 

Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s wholly-owned 
subsidiary Mount Polley Mining Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage facility for imminent 
production than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of Quesnel Lake and the downstream rivers. Now the company plans to 
release “treated” mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as the site of discharge. 

Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of the tailings 
storage facility at the Mount Polley mine. 

Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal permitting 
are the contested, occupied, traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc people have not given 
their unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people of Likely, BC. 

Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, timelines, 
and methods, with caveats, special requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of observers, 
individually selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full access to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site and all areas of the 
area affected by the tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected area, this permit should be 
rejected. 

Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems their operations 
threaten. The managers of MPMC ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe condition of the tailings 
storage facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental discharges. 

Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, has returned 
the destroyed land to its original condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine Creek, Etney Creek, and 
Quesnel Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine would be furthering an ongoing catastrophe. 

Thereis stilltime for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s 
commitment to respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C.  

R
E

C
O

R
D

S
 2-4  P

age 90 of 273



Signed, 
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the applications by Mount Polley Mining Corporation to amend their Environmental Management Act 
and Mines Act Permits. 

I didn’t live in this area at the time this mine was approved so I don’t have any personal knowledge of what happened at that time but I feel it is 
necessary to review the history of this project in order to place the August 4 disaster and the current application to restart operations in the proper 
context. 

Fortunately, a submission to the Mount Polley Independent Expert Engineering Investigation and Review Panel by the Environmental Law Center 
from the University of Victoria includes a comprehensive documentation of the approval of the Mount Polley Mine. According to this submission, a 
key issue for the public and First Nations concerning approval of the Mount Polley Mine was impacts to pristine or near pristine water bodies such 
as Hazeltine Creek, Polley Lake and Quesnel Lake. This issue was so significant that Imperial Metals agreed there would be no discharges from the 
tailings pond or pits. No effluent discharge was a key condition of mine approval and Imperial Metals committed to maximum recycle of tailings and 
pit water, evaporation enhancing techniques and, if necessary, raising the tailings pond berm height to maintain an allowable freeboard to achieve a 
negative balance in the tailings pond. At this point in time I can’t help but wonder about the sincerity and/or the feasibility of this commitment. 

It is commonly accepted that creation of jobs through mining will come at a cost, both short and long term, to the environment, to local residents and 
to the general public. The question for decision makers is at what point are the costs too high to be justified? I can imagine that at times it can be 
difficult to weigh the costs (including long term risks) and the benefits but in this situation it is clear that the impact of the failure of the TSF far 
outweighs the short-term economic benefits. 

I don’t have enough information to form an opinion on whether or not the mine should be allowed to re-start operation, but I feel strongly that Mount 
Polley Mines shouldn’t be allowed any additional discharges into the environment. They have used more than their share of the natural 
environment’s ability to absorb pollution and it would be a travesty if they were permitted to add to the damage! 

This mine was approved on the basis of no discharge from tailings ponds or pits and this should be the requirement for any restart of operations. 

Another important consideration relating to this application is the credibility of the applicant. There was evidence suggesting negligence as a 
contributing factor to failure of the TSF embankment and there are outstanding investigations. I think the public may be reluctant to share any 
additional risks with this company and is expecting someone to be held accountable for this disaster. 
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In addition, any approval for a restart of this mining operation would not be legitimate without the approval of local First Nations and other impacted 
communities. 
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To Whom It May Concern: 

I urge my Government of British Columbia to reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine. If this permit is allowed it is 
without the consent of all of the indigenous and other communities who were impacted by the tailings disaster. 

The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and those 
living on the Quesnel and Fraser River watersheds. 

The Government should definitely not even be considering a permit of any kind for Imperial Metals while the company remains under 
criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley mine. 

This is the time for the provincial government to do the right thing.  
I call on our Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s commitment to respecting and upholding the rights of 
Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C.  

Sincerely, 
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I give my support for Mount Polley Mine to be reopened. Thankyou  
 

Sent from Samsung Mobile 

R
E

C
O

R
D

S
 2-4  P

age 99 of 273

s.22

s.22



1 May 2015 

Public Statement

British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted 
by the tailings disaster. 

The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and 
those living on the Quesnel and Fraser River watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all our organizations. 

On 04 August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals 
Corporation (IMC), had a catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated 
water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest 
environmental disasters in modern Canadian history.

The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage and has taken little to no action 
to assure that such a disaster would not happen again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial 
regulators to return to operations. Our organizations strongly urge that this application be rejected for the following reasons: 

Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s 
wholly-owned subsidiary Mount Polley Mining Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage 
facility for imminent production than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of Quesnel Lake and the downstream 
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rivers. Now the company plans to release “treated” mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as 
the site of discharge. 

Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of 
the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley mine. 

Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal 
permitting are the contested, occupied, traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc 
people have not given their unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people 
of Likely, BC. 

Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, 
timelines, and methods, with caveats, special requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of 
observers, individually selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full access to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site 
and all areas of the area affected by the tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected 
area, this permit should be rejected. 

Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems 
their operations threaten. The managers of MPMC ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe 
condition of the tailings storage facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental discharges. 

Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, 
has returned the destroyed land to its original condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine 
Creek, Etney Creek, and Quesnel Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine would be furthering an ongoing 
catastrophe. 

Thereis stilltime for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s 
commitment to respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C.  

Signed:
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Ancestral Pride 

Beyond Boarding 

Building Bridges - Human Rights Vancouver 

Café Rebelde 

Council of Canadians 

E-Tech International 

Forest Action Network 

Fraser Riverkeeper 

Indigenous Network on Economies and Trade 

Leadnow 

Mining Justice Alliance 

Mining Injustice Solidarity Network 

MiningWatch Canada 

Native Youth Movement 

No One Is Illegal - Toronto 

No One Is Illegal - Vancouver, Coast Salish Territories 
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Rising Tide - Vancouver, Coast Salish Territories 

Secwepemc Nation Youth Network 

Secwepemc Woman Warrior Society 

Streams of Justice 

Vancouver Ecosocialist Group 

Water Wealth Project 
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British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted by the tailings 
disaster. 

The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and those living on the 
Quesnel and Fraser River watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all our organizations. 

On 04 August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC), had a 
catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and 
seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest environmental disasters in modern Canadian history. 

The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage and has taken little to no action to assure that 
such a disaster would not happen again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial regulators to return to 
operations. Our organizations strongly urge that this application be rejected for the following reasons: 

Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s wholly-owned 
subsidiary Mount Polley Mining Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage facility for imminent production 
than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of Quesnel Lake and the downstream rivers. Now the company plans to release “treated” 
mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as the site of discharge. 

Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of the tailings 
storage facility at the Mount Polley mine. 

Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal permitting are 
the contested, occupied, traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc people have not given their 
unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people of Likely, BC. 

Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, timelines, and 
methods, with caveats, special requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of observers, individually 
selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full access to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site and all areas of the area affected by the 
tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected area, this permit should be rejected. 
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Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems their operations 
threaten. The managers of MPMC ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe condition of the tailings storage 
facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental discharges. 

Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, has returned the 
destroyed land to its original condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine Creek, Etney Creek, and Quesnel 
Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine would be furthering an ongoing catastrophe. 

Thereis stilltime for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s commitment to 
respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C.  
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To the Government of British Columbia, 

Please accept this email as a request for the BC governed to reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine.  

Beyond the significant ecological and community damage of Imperial Metals' Mt Polley tailings spill that had not been resolved, the BC government 
has not consulted local communities about the reopening. As a body that is to serve all people of this province equally, this is abhorrent practice by 
the government and discriminatory to those affected by the tailings spill.  

Furthermore, Imperial Metals is under criminal investigation for gross negligence related to the failure of the tailings pond.  

Regards, 
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 and feel emotionally attached to the whole Quesnel Lake area. I was devastated, sick to my stomach, when the 
disaster at Mt Polley Mine happened. My children, who grew up there, cried. But we can't continue to live like that, stuck in a state of horror and 
shock. If we want Likely to continue to exist, we need to move forward in the best way humanly possible. The people of Likely are resourceful and 
resilient. Allowing the mine to re-open and the company to help with the rebuilding of confidence, security, and environmental integrity in the area is 
the best option. In my mind, it's similar to restorative justice; we need to allow Imperial Metals to help "right the wrong."  

The people of Likely deserve every chance to continue to live and work in the place so many love and cherish. Without the economic benefits 
employment brings, a beautiful community will be unsustainable, people will be forced to leave. That would add a further damaging insult to the 
village, caused not by the mine this time, but by people who can't see past the disaster and insist on punishing the company. They will be "cutting off 
their nose to spite their face" and Likely will suffer their misplaced revenge. Please don't let that happen.  

Sincerely, 
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British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted by the tailings 
disaster. 

The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and those living on the 
Quesnel and Fraser River watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all our organizations. 

On 04 August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC), had a 
catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and 
seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest environmental disasters in modern Canadian history. 

The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage and has taken little to no action to assure that 
such a disaster would not happen again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial regulators to return to 
operations. Our organizations strongly urge that this application be rejected for the following reasons: 

Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s wholly-owned 
subsidiary Mount Polley Mining Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage facility for imminent production 
than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of Quesnel Lake and the downstream rivers. Now the company plans to release “treated” 
mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as the site of discharge. 

Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of the tailings 
storage facility at the Mount Polley mine. 

Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal permitting are 
the contested, occupied, traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc people have not given their 
unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people of Likely, BC. 

Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, timelines, and 
methods, with caveats, special requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of observers, individually 
selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full access to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site and all areas of the area affected by the 
tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected area, this permit should be rejected. 
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Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems their operations 
threaten. The managers of MPMC ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe condition of the tailings storage 
facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental discharges. 

Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, has returned the 
destroyed land to its original condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine Creek, Etney Creek, and Quesnel 
Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine would be furthering an ongoing catastrophe. 

Thereis stilltime for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s commitment to 
respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C. 
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Weytk, Hello.  I am writing as a formal opposition to the Mount Polley from 
receiving any permits from the provincial government. As you are aware,  

 
  

We are both aware that two bands have signed agreements with the mine and province, but that does NOT mean that Imperial Metals has
 

 

There are many reasons that I myself am opposed to this reopening permit.  
 I have personally physically monitored the disaster site and seen that the tailings are still coating from the site of the dam breach through the 

basin of Hazeltine Creek. I saw that tailings still cling onto the cedar branches along Hazeltine Creek. My last visit to the site was on April 5, 2015. I 
saw the "sediment ponds" at the mouth of Hazeltine and saw that the sediment of the toxic tailings has not been cleaned, I saw that the toxic sediment 
flows directly into Quesnel Lake. I have witness the color of Quesnel Lake and River have changed color from the tailings that entered and continues 
to flow downstream, which flows right into the Fraser River, a watershed for 63% of the province. 

I have heard directly at Mount Polley meetings organized by government and Imperial Metals, both in Likely and Williams Lake, where government 
workers have agreed this disaster was just too big for Imperial or government to deal with, to clean up. That tailings and discharge continued to flow 
into Hazeltine Creek from Polley Lake (tailings contamination) and into Quesnel, this happened for months without a permit.  

I have documented my visits. My first visit was with . My second visit, I documented with a 
film team, which is . and my last visit with a .  

I have so much more to tell. But their is much risk, when dealing with Indigenous dispute to a project. We demand that the permit not be given to 
Mount Polley Imperial Metals.  called on a Global Day of Action to Stop Mount Polley from Reopening 
on April 29, 2015. Protests and Actions were coordinated in Vancouver, Kamloops, Toronto, Winnipeg, Montreal, Los Angeles (at Canadian 
Consulate) and Portland. There is lots of opposition to this permit from being given. We say NO to the Mount Polley, This is Secwepemc Land,  

. I will let you know that their will be great conflict and confrontation if this mine is given a permit to 
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Reopen. We have already recieved lots of news attention in thebusiness section. I am forwarding this around to the tens of thousands of contacts that 
I have to let them know you do not have consent.  
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British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without the consent of communities impacted by 
the tailings disaster. 

People's lives and way of life is at stake. Until a complete cleanup of the tailing pond spills disaster is done, there is a risk of killing 
or, perhaps worse, genetically mutating the salmon. The people who live there, and who rely on the salmon, should be the ones who 
decide when they feel safe to let mining resume.  

The life of our environment, and of our First Nations, is much more important than the profit and loss statement of a company.  

Please do not re-open the mine until there is proof of total cleanup, proof that is accepted by the Secwepem and Lively and other 
communities impacted by this catastrophic environmental disaster.  

 Thank you for your care and stewardship of our common environment. 
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Public Statement

British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted by the tailings 
disaster. 

The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and those living on the 
Quesnel and Fraser River watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all our organizations. 

On 04 August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC), had a 
catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and 
seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest environmental disasters in modern Canadian history. 

The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage and has taken little to no action to assure that 
such a disaster would not happen again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial regulators to return to 
operations. Our organizations strongly urge that this application be rejected for the following reasons: 

Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s wholly-owned 
subsidiary Mount Polley Mining Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage facility for imminent production 
than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of Quesnel Lake and the downstream rivers. Now the company plans to release “treated” 
mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as the site of discharge. 

Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of the tailings 
storage facility at the Mount Polley mine. 

Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal permitting are 
the contested, occupied, traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc people have not given their 
unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people of Likely, BC. 

Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, timelines, and 
methods, with caveats, special requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of observers, individually 

R
E

C
O

R
D

S
 2-4  P

age 119 of 273

s.22



selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full access to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site and all areas of the area affected by the 
tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected area, this permit should be rejected. 

Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems their operations 
threaten. The managers of MPMC ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe condition of the tailings storage 
facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental discharges. 

Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, has returned the 
destroyed land to its original condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine Creek, Etney Creek, and Quesnel 
Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine would be furthering an ongoing catastrophe. 

Thereis stilltime for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s commitment to 
respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C.  

Signed:

Ancestral Pride 

Beyond Boarding 

Building Bridges - Human Rights Vancouver 

Café Rebelde 

Council of Canadians 

E-Tech International 

Forest Action Network 

Fraser Riverkeeper 

Indigenous Network on Economies and Trade 

Leadnow 

Mining Justice Alliance 
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Mining Injustice Solidarity Network 

MiningWatch Canada 

Native Youth Movement 

No One Is Illegal - Toronto 

No One Is Illegal - Vancouver, Coast Salish Territories 

Rising Tide - Vancouver, Coast Salish Territories 

Secwepemc Nation Youth Network 

Secwepemc Woman Warrior Society 

Streams of Justice 

Vancouver Ecosocialist Group 

Water Wealth Project 

Sent from my iPhone  
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I know people who recently visit the area and were able to document that there is no mayor work been done in order to try to address the disaster after the negligence of the company 
Imperial Metals. Is that the way are address this issues also in other countries? or it is even worse?

It is just inconceivable that this company is planning to re-open without even trying to effectively clean the mess created. There are millions of human and non-human beings' lives in play. 
These pictures where taken to illustrate the disaster left there; photo-essay published 
by Nicky Young. 

I encourage BC's authorities to reject the authorization of Imperial Metals to re-open and any other company have any type of activity in that 
area and surroundings until a detailed and independent asses and cleaning and remediation of the are, is being done. 

I hope this message its is considered. 

--  
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Not sure what you all think by reopening the mine .i do not consent to it being bc resident.also i find i wrong that you would continue when the 
community strongly objects.if you would kindly stop the mine from continuing to further endanger our beautiful lakes.and by that i mean quit mining 
in that area.please and thanks.i also beleive that comunity is owed an apology for the previous disaster in which that mine created.  
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Please do not reopen the disastrous mine that has cause such devastation to the peoples of the communities affected and the spawning grounds of the salmon.  
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Dear Government of BC, 

As a BC resident one of the reasons I am proud to call BC home is our extensive natural landscape, beautiful waterways, and unblemished 
wilderness. The BC Government needs to do more to preserve these assets, and to preserve the way of life of indigenous peoples. 

BC must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals' Mount Polley mine. The risk of pollution to our watersheds and rivers is too great. On 04 
August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC), had a 
catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and 
7 kilometres down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest environmental disasters in modern Canadian history.

The cause of this spill has not been appropriately addressed, and the clean up so far is a joke. How is further pollution going to be prevented if the 
mine re-opens? 

The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation has aquired access through provincial and federal permitted are the contested, occupied, 
traditional ancestral and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc people have not given their unanimous free, prior, and 
informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people of Likely, BC. 

Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior and informed consent to any and all project plans, timelines, and 
methods, this permit should be rejected. 

The BC Economy can thrive without destroying our ecosystems, and the way of life of residents - both indigenous and indigenous.
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That mine should not be reopened again. The cost is too high. Do you people bother to visit the site and see the devastation or are you all blind, thick and stupid? 
Time for government to get responsible to those they're supposed to represent, the people, and not corporations. Not that I believe Christy will do the right thing. 
From what I've read, she's been bought and paid in political donations, just like an aging whore. Still, it's worth writing in as it makes it harder for you twunts to 
feign ignorance of the public's will. 
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many pleases and mt polley is my favorite. im so sick of all the nay sawyer.  
 we new what was going and new of the waiting game to move the dam 

what happened sucks like really really really suck but mt polley is a job opportunity that employed so many young adults and parents. 
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Corrupt BC government, 

We do not approve of your shilling for environmental destruction, foreign interests, and downloading costs onto the backs of our grandchildren for your personal gain.  

You will not re-open this disaster area, as the clean-up is not complete, nor is the full assessment, the guilty parties have not been held accountable, and that includes you. 

Regards, 
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British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted 
by the tailings disaster.

There is stilltime for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s 
commitment to respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C. 

R
E

C
O

R
D

S
 2-4  P

age 141 of 273

s.22

s.22



British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted 
by the tailings disaster.
The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and 
those living on the Quesnel and Fraser River watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all our organizations. 
On 04 August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals 
Corporation (IMC), had a catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated 
water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest 
environmental disasters in modern Canadian history.
The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage and has taken little to no action 
to assure that such a disaster would not happen again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial 
regulators to return to operations. Our organizations strongly urge that this application be rejected for the following reasons: 
Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s 
wholly-owned subsidiary Mount Polley Mining Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage 
facility for imminent production than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of Quesnel Lake and the downstream 
rivers. Now the company plans to release “treated” mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as 
the site of discharge. 
Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of 
the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley mine. 
Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal 
permitting are the contested, occupied, traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc 

R
E

C
O

R
D

S
 2-4  P

age 142 of 273

s.22



people have not given their unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people 
of Likely, BC. 
Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, 
timelines, and methods, with caveats, special requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of 
observers, individually selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full access to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site 
and all areas of the area affected by the tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected 
area, this permit should be rejected. 
Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems 
their operations threaten. The managers of MPMC ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe 
condition of the tailings storage facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental discharges. 
Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, 
has returned the destroyed land to its original condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine 
Creek, Etney Creek, and Quesnel Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine would be furthering an ongoing 
catastrophe. 
There is still time for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her 
government’s commitment to respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C.. 
To see a government act on behalf of its constituents, instead of on the basis of greed and self interest, would be truly 
groundbreaking, You can rest assured that a strong move on behalf of British Columbians would not go unnoticed, and would 
certainly be reflected in your party's popularity province wide. This country needs their political leaders to take strong, moral stands 
for the people they represent, instead of being so quick to prioritize campaign contributions and profits over public opinion. 

Sincerely,  (submitting this message on behalf of every fellow citizen I have discussed this issue with) 
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Please, for obvious reasons, do not reward those who caused this terrible, inexcusable, and preventable disaster by allowing them to continue making 
money while risking our previous environment. Reward instead the citizens of British Columbia. Some acts of omission deserve serous 
consequences, and this is definitively one of them.
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So I recently heard that you plan to allow Mount Polley to re-open, I have friends who work there.  

Please keep the mine closed and hold it responsible for the damage it has done. Outside of oil production there is no industry where you can 
obliterate 14 kilometers of forest and contaminate lakes with no repercussions. 

Mount Polley's leadership proved incompetent and failed to adhere to provincial and federal safety guidelines. In other countries like the United 
States it's leadership would face criminal charges for criminal negligence. 

Mount Polley's re-opening can only mean more financial and environmental losses for the Province of British Columbia. My friends up in Likely, 
BC who work the mines argue that "It was just a little mud" and "Nobody lives in those forests, the spill didn't kill anyone".  

A "little" mud and not killing anyone isn't a good enough reason to re-open a time bomb. Please re-consider your decision and think of the many 
investment's and decisions our province can make that aren't extremely high risk with little chance of return on investment. 

Sincerely 
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To Whom it May Concern, 

I am very opposed to allowing Imperial Metals to re-open the Mount Polley Mine. 

The BC Conservation Service inquiry, in conjunction with the RCMP, Environment Canada and Fisheries and Oceans Canada, is investigating the 
impacts of the Mt Polley Breech on the environment and their report is not due out until June. Will the results of that investigation be available for 
the Ministry of Energy and Mines and Ministry of Environment to use in their decision about this re-opening permit application? Why is the deadline 
for public comment so soon, meaning that we will not have these BC Conservation Service inquiry results available to us by your May 2 deadline for 
public comment?  

The Return to Restricted Operations permit application implies that they will be working at reduced capacities, although the work suggested is at half 
load, which is still very substantial. I feel strongly that pushing this Return to Restricted Operations Permit through before the results from the BC 
Conservation inquiry, and a fuller understanding of the actual individual First Nations and settler support or rejection of this permit is unnacceptable. 
Scientists in the area reported a substantial diatom dieoff in the fall of 2014 in Quesnel Lake. Diatoms feed zooplankton that salmon fry consume. 
Until we better understand the long term impacts of the disaster on the environment, we cannot justify putting any more people, animals and flora in 
jeopardy by re-opening the mine. The clean-up that has occurred (minimal) barely begins to address the impacts on the environment. I suggest that 
more time is spent getting an understanding of the long term impacts especially on salmon before any re-opening at any capacity will be considered. 
The WMP could be put into place without starting up the mine again.  

Regards 
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As a  I am totally in support of Mount Polley Mines getting a temporary permit to re-start production. 
Sincerely,
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2 May 2015 

To whom it may concern, 

 

I stand in solidarity with the Secwepemc people 

British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted by the tailings 
disaster.  

The Government of British Columbia is failing the Indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and those living on the 
Quesnel and Fraser River watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all of their organizations.  

On 04 August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC), had a 
catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and 
seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest environmental disasters in modern Canadian history. 

What has been done by way of clean up of the affected areas?  

Can we please find out the water safety reading information concerning drinking supplies, irrigation waters, etc since the failure in 2014?  

The BC Government, having initially denied this as an environmental disaster, has continued to downplay and underestimate the damage. Why has 
the government demanded that only minimal action be taken by it or the company to assure that such a disaster will not happen again? Now, without 
this due diligence, I understand that Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial regulators to return to operations. How 
can this be considered without full testing (and transparency to the public) of the damages already done, and the efforts to repair the lands? I support 
the Indigenous peoples, their organizations strongly urge that this application be rejected for the following reasons: 
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Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s wholly-owned 
subsidiary Mount Polley Mining Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage facility for imminent production 
than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of Quesnel Lake and the downstream rivers. It is my understanding that the company now 
plans to release “treated” mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as the site of discharge. How can this even 
be considered at this point? 

Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of the tailings 
storage facility at the Mount Polley mine. 

Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal permitting are 
the contested, occupied, traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc people have not given their 
unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people of Likely, BC. 

Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, timelines, and 
methods, with caveats, special requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of observers, individually 
selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full access to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site and all areas of the area affected by the 
tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected area, this permit should be rejected.  

Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems their operations 
threaten. The managers of MPMC ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe condition of the tailings storage 
facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental discharges.  

Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, has returned the 
destroyed land to its original condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine Creek, Etney Creek, and Quesnel 
Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine would be furthering an ongoing catastrophe. 

There is still time for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s commitment to 
respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C. The whole world is watching. 

In solidarity, 

  

N.B. Original letter has been endorsed by:  

Ancestral Pride 
Beyond Boarding 
Building Bridges - Human Rights Vancouver 
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Café Rebelde 
Council of Canadians 
E-Tech International 
Forest Action Network 
Fraser Riverkeeper 
Indigenous Network on Economies and Trade 
Leadnow 
Mining Justice Alliance 
Mining Injustice Solidarity Network 
MiningWatch Canada 
Native Youth Movement 
No One Is Illegal - Toronto 
No One Is Illegal - Vancouver, Coast Salish Territories 
Rising Tide - Vancouver, Coast Salish Territories 
Secwepemc Nation Youth Network 
Secwepemc Woman Warrior Society 
Streams of Justice 
Vancouver Ecosocialist Group 
Water Wealth Project 
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Please, in the name of the planet 
and this beautiful province,
do not grant this permit. 

Sincerely,
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May 2, 2015
Dear Sirs,
This letter is in support of Mt. Polley Mine. 
The restart of the mine should be sanctioned and put in place now. Too much time has already passed wherein a start up should already have occurred.
The township of Williams Lake and the province of British Columbia rely upon the industry created by employing citizens from the community and the outlying 
areas. British Columbia cannot continue to deny old and new industry from establishing themselves for the benefit of it's citizens. The people in this province 
deserve to work in their own communities.
We have been following the debate over concerns about the mine. The problem could have been averted if permits to lower the water level of the dam had been 
allowed at the time they were requested by Mt. Polley Mine. This situation did not have to occur. The extremely negative coverage by the media has impeded the 
progress in setting the ponds back into production. Mother Nature played a huge role in the breach and the mine corporation cannot take responsibility for acts of 
such kinds.
People who are writing letters of protest should not have the right to do so if they are not from this area because they are simply trying to put a negative 
connotation to an already difficult situation. They cannot see how important this mine is to the employment of the people who rely on it. The organization is 
compensating people regardless of how little or great the impact has been on their water systems. They are meeting with the community people frequently to 
answer any concerns or questions they have about the clean up procedure and future safeguards being integrated.
It is important that British Columbia embrace any industrial investments to increase their corporate tax base as long as these industries respect environmental 
concerns. WITHOUT INDUSTRIES THIS PROVINCE WILL BE FINANCIALLY BANKRUPT!
Yours sincerely,
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I fully support the public statement reproduced below and endorsed by the signatory. 

 

 

British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted by the tailings 
disaster. 

The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and those living on the 
Quesnel and Fraser River watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all our organizations. 

On 04 August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC), had a 
catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and 
seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest environmental disasters in modern Canadian history. 

The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage and has taken little to no action to assure that 
such a disaster would not happen again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial regulators to return to 
operations. Our organizations strongly urge that this application be rejected for the following reasons: 

Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s wholly-owned 
subsidiary Mount Polley Mining Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage facility for imminent production 
than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of Quesnel Lake and the downstream rivers. Now the company plans to release “treated” 
mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as the site of discharge. 

Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of the tailings 
storage facility at the Mount Polley mine. 
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Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal permitting are 
the contested, occupied, traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc people have not given their 
unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people of Likely, BC. 

Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, timelines, and 
methods, with caveats, special requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of observers, individually 
selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full access to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site and all areas of the area affected by the 
tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected area, this permit should be rejected. 

Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems their operations 
threaten. The managers of MPMC ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe condition of the tailings storage 
facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental discharges. 

Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, has returned the 
destroyed land to its original condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine Creek, Etney Creek, and Quesnel 
Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine would be furthering an ongoing catastrophe. 

Thereis stilltime for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s commitment to 
respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C.  

Signed:

Ancestral Pride 

Beyond Boarding 

Building Bridges - Human Rights Vancouver 

Café Rebelde 

Council of Canadians 

E-Tech International 

Forest Action Network 

Fraser Riverkeeper 
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Indigenous Network on Economies and Trade 

Leadnow 

Mining Justice Alliance 

Mining Injustice Solidarity Network 

MiningWatch Canada 

Native Youth Movement 

No One Is Illegal - Toronto 

No One Is Illegal - Vancouver, Coast Salish Territories 

Rising Tide - Vancouver, Coast Salish Territories 

Secwepemc Nation Youth Network 

Secwepemc Woman Warrior Society 

Streams of Justice 

Vancouver Ecosocialist Group 

Water Wealth Project 

Sent from my iPad  
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Subject: Restart Mt. Polley Mine! 

May 2, 2015
  
Dear Sirs,
  
This letter is in support of Mt. Polley Mine.  
  
The restart of the mine should be sanctioned and put in place now.  Too much time has already passed wherein a start up should already have occurred.
  
The township of Williams Lake and the province of British Columbia rely upon the industry created by employing citizens from the community and the outlying 
areas.  British Columbia cannot continue to deny old and new industries from establishing themselves for the benefit of it's citizens.  The people in this province 
deserve to work in their own communities.
  
We have been following the debate over concerns about the mine.  The problem could have been averted if permits to lower the water level of the dam had been 
allowed at the time they were requested by Mt. Polley Mine.  This situation did not have to occur. The extremely negative coverage by the media has impeded the 
progress in setting the ponds back into production. Mother Nature played a huge role in the breach and the mine corporation cannot take responsibility for 
unforeseen acts of this kind.
  
People who are writing letters of protest should not have the right to do so if they are not from this area because they are simply trying to put a negative 
connotation to an already difficult situation.  They cannot see how important this mine is to the employment of the people who rely on it.  The organization is 
compensating people regardless of how little or great the impact has been on their water systems.  They are meeting with the community people frequently to 
answer any concerns or questions they have about the clean up procedure and future safeguards being initiated.
  
It is important that British Columbia embrace any industrial investments to increase their corporate tax base as long as these industries respect environmental 
concerns.  WITHOUT INDUSTRIES THIS PROVINCE WILL BE FINANCIALLY BANKRUPT!
  
Yours sincerely,
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Wednesday, April 29th, 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To the Ministry of Energy and Mines 
P.O. Box 9053 Stn PROV GOVT 
Victoria, British Columbia, V8W 9E2 
Tel: 250-387-5896 
E-mail: MtPolleyMinePermit@gov.bc.ca 
CC: inquiries@imperialmetals.com 
The Hon. Bill Bennett, Minster of Energy and Mines, MEM.minister@gov.bc.ca 
The Hon. Christy Clark, Premier, premier@gov.bc.ca 
 

Good day, 

On Thursday, February 26th, after Imperial Metals Corporation had raised the spectre in local 
communities of potential lay-offs to workers if Mount Polley mine was not permitted to restart 
operations, the BC Minister of Energy and Mines, Bill Bennett, told reporters that the government of 
British Columbia would not be "squeezed" into reopening the mine prematurely. However only a month 
later, on March 26th, Minister Bennett announced an "expeditious" review of Mount Polley's 
application to restart operations as early as June of 2015, seemingly bowing to the very pressure that he 
had reassured British Columbians that he would withstand.  

We  were deeply disappointed by this sudden about-face on the part of Minister 
Bennett; and, so, we are writing to you today to express our strong opposition to a restart of mining 
operations at Mount Polley mine until investigations into the TSF failure and environmental remediation 
work at the spill site have been completed. 

The failure of the tailings storage facility (TSF) at Mount Polley gold and copper mine on August 4th, 
2014, has been called one of the worst tailings spills on Earth and the biggest environmental disaster in 
modern Canadian history. Tens of billions of litres of liquid and solid mining waste were released into 
one of Canada's most treasured deep-water lakes. One of the deepest fjord lakes on the planet and 
home to a full quarter of the Fraser River sockeye run, Quesnel Lake is a popular destination for paddlers 
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and recreational fishermen, supporting a healthy eco-tourism industry; all of which has now been put at 
risk. 

A central pillar of Mount Polley's Long-Term Water Management Plan (WMP) is the use of Springer Pit 
to store contact water and tailings generated by operations at the mine. We feel that this plan is highly 
problematic in that Springer Pit is currently unsecured, with no protective lining to prevent the leaching 
of tailings and waste-water into local groundwater aquifers.  Imperial Metals' VP of corporate affairs, 
Steve Robertson, has told the media that "nobody has brought up" leaching concerns for Springer pit 
because the pit is "solid bedrock" and subject to slow water inflow. However, Mount Polley's Approach 
for Long-Term Water Management Plan Development directly contradicts Mr. Robertson's statements, 
noting that the pit has "a finite capacity and it is estimated that once water in the Springer Pit reaches 
the 1030 m elevation, the pit water will infiltrate into groundwater that will report to Bootjack Lake". 
The plan goes on to urgently recommend the development of options for the treatment and disposal of 
contact water from the mine in order to mitigate this concern. 

Mount Polley's WMP also notes that both the Ministry of the Environment and Ministry of Energy and 
Mines have required that the mine develop a contingency plan for dealing with excess water in the 
event that the finite capacity of Springer pit is exceeded. Shockingly, this contingency plan includes 
proposed provisions for discharging waste-water into both Quesnel Lake and Hazeltine Creek, remarking 
that "At present, Hazeltine Creek does not have fish in it. Therefore, if used as a conveyance structure, 
Hazeltine Creek would not be required to meet ambient water quality guidelines." While the WMP does 
acknowledge that treatment using best-available-technologies and a dilution zone in Quesnel Lake will 
remain a requirement for discharge, we are still deeply concerned about the use of these water bodies, 
which have been historically known to support populations of wild salmon and trout, for the discharge 
of any effluents from this mine. 

Finally, in addition to the above concerns in regards to the mine's WMP, we have grave concerns about 
Imperial Metals' clear record of negligent operation of Mount Polley mine's TSF, currently the subject of 
a criminal investigation by members of the BC Conservation Officer's Service and the RCMP. From 
reported failures to replace lost and damaged monitoring equipment to chronic problems maintaining a 
tailings beach between the water in the TSF and the dam itself to prevent saturation, the examples of 
unsafe and irresponsible action on the part of mine operators are numerous and troubling. Indeed, 
while blame for the failure of Mount Polley's TSF has largely been placed on a layer of unstable glacial 
clay beneath its foundations which was tragically overlooked by its engineer of record, the province's 
Mount Polley Independent Expert Investigation and Review Panel noted that there were other 
significant issues with the mine's TSF operations which could have also led to a failure. Quoting from the 
panel's report: “The panel was disconcerted to find that, while the Mount Polley tailings dam failed 
because of an undetected weakness in the foundation, it could have failed by over-topping, which it 
almost did in May 2014. Or it could have failed by internal erosion, for which some evidence was 
discovered... Clearly, multiple failure modes were in progress, and they differed mainly in how far they 
had progressed down their respective failure pathways.” 
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Taking into account Imperial Metal's record of negligent operations at Mount Polley mine along with our 
serious concerns about the mine's proposed WMP, including the use of Springer pit to store wet tailings 
and the discharge of waste-water into Quesnel Lake and Hazeltine Creek, we strongly feel that any move 
to permit a restart of operations at Mount Polley would be dangerous and premature. We  

 are urging the government of BC to place a hold on issuing any operating permits for Mount 
Polley mine until the findings of the criminal investigation into the TSF failure have been released and 
environmental remediation to mitigate the damage done by this disaster have been completed. 

Thank you for taking the time to review our comments. We sincerely hope that you will seriously 
consider the points we have raised with you today, and that you will demonstrate to all British 
Columbians your commitment to protect swimmable, drinkable, and fishable water in our province by 
rejecting Imperial Metal's application to reopen Mount Polley mine.  

Regards, 
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Hello, 

I think you heard of the earthquake in Nepal and the increase in the volcanic eruptions (Sinabung in INdonezia; Villarrica and Calbuco in Chile; ecc). All the recent 
extreme events of this kind are due to climate change. 

The earth, our home, is dying because of projects like the Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) and its catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres 
of toxic sludge and contaminated water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake.

If Canada turns a blind eye to one of the biggest environmental disasters in its modern history, what can we expect from smaller and more corrupted countries?

Maybe your children will still have a home; maybe their children too. But what about future distance generations? You'll be already part of the earth by then. Hope there will still 
be an earth that can be called home.

Public Statement

British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted by the tailings disaster.

The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and those living on the Quesnel and Fraser River 
watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all our organizations.

On 04 August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC), had a catastrophic failure, allowing 
approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. 
This spill is one of the biggest environmental disasters in modern Canadian history.

The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage and has taken little to no action to assure that such a disaster would not happen 
again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial regulators to return to operations. Our organizations strongly urge that this application be 
rejected for the following reasons:

Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s wholly-owned subsidiary Mount Polley Mining 
Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage facility for imminent production than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of 
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Quesnel Lake and the downstream rivers. Now the company plans to release “treated” mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as the site of 
discharge.

Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley 
mine.

Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal permitting are the contested, occupied, 
traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc people have not given their unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on 
their territories. Neither have the people of Likely, BC.

Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, timelines, and methods, with caveats, special 
requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of observers, individually selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full access 
to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site and all areas of the area affected by the tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected 
area, this permit should be rejected.

Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems their operations threaten. The managers of MPMC 
ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe condition of the tailings storage facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental 
discharges.

Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, has returned the destroyed land to its original 
condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine Creek, Etney Creek, and Quesnel Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine 
would be furthering an ongoing catastrophe.

Thereis stilltime for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s commitment to respecting and upholding the 
rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C.

Signed:

Ancestral Pride

Beyond Boarding

Building Bridges - Human Rights Vancouver

Café Rebelde

Council of Canadians

E-Tech International

Forest Action Network

Fraser Riverkeeper
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Indigenous Network on Economies and Trade

Leadnow

Mining Justice Alliance

Mining Injustice Solidarity Network

MiningWatch Canada

Native Youth Movement

No One Is Illegal - Toronto

No One Is Illegal - Vancouver, Coast Salish Territories

Rising Tide - Vancouver, Coast Salish Territories

Secwepemc Nation Youth Network

Secwepemc Woman Warrior Society

Streams of Justice

Vancouver Ecosocialist Group

Water Wealth Project

Thank you for your time,
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29 April 2015 

Public Statement

British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted 
by the tailings disaster. 

The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and 
those living on the Quesnel and Fraser River watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all our organizations. 

On 04 August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals 
Corporation (IMC), had a catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated 
water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest 
environmental disasters in modern Canadian history.

The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage and has taken little to no action 
to assure that such a disaster would not happen again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial 
regulators to return to operations. Our organizations strongly urge that this application be rejected for the following reasons: 

Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s 
wholly-owned subsidiary Mount Polley Mining Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage 
facility for imminent production than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of Quesnel Lake and the downstream 
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rivers. Now the company plans to release “treated” mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as 
the site of discharge. 

Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of 
the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley mine. 

Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal 
permitting are the contested, occupied, traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc 
people have not given their unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people 
of Likely, BC. 

Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, 
timelines, and methods, with caveats, special requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of 
observers, individually selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full access to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site 
and all areas of the area affected by the tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected 
area, this permit should be rejected. 

Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems 
their operations threaten. The managers of MPMC ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe 
condition of the tailings storage facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental discharges. 

Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, 
has returned the destroyed land to its original condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine 
Creek, Etney Creek, and Quesnel Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine would be furthering an ongoing 
catastrophe. 

Thereis stilltime for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s 
commitment to respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C.  

Signed:

R
E

C
O

R
D

S
 2-4  P

age 185 of 273



Ancestral Pride 

Beyond Boarding 

Building Bridges - Human Rights Vancouver 

Café Rebelde 

Council of Canadians 

E-Tech International 

Forest Action Network 

Fraser Riverkeeper 

Indigenous Network on Economies and Trade 

Leadnow 

Mining Justice Alliance 

Mining Injustice Solidarity Network 

MiningWatch Canada 

Native Youth Movement 

No One Is Illegal - Toronto 

No One Is Illegal - Vancouver, Coast Salish Territories 
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Rising Tide - Vancouver, Coast Salish Territories 

Secwepemc Nation Youth Network 

Secwepemc Woman Warrior Society 

Streams of Justice 

Vancouver Ecosocialist Group 

Water Wealth Project 
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Dear representative of the people,  

I would like to add my clear voice to the many throngs that are speaking up to say DO NOT RE-OPEN THE MOUNT POLLEY MINE. 

It is time for a shift in attitude and policy, away from hazardous ventures that hurt our land and our future, towards sustainable ventures and 
investments in our natural wealth rather than pockets. 

I as an engaged citizen in this province, city, and nation am willing to uphold what my own side of that would look like. 

Represent me, and my fellow people, by ensuring we are aimed in the right direction. 

Thank you. 
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British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted 
by the tailings disaster. 
The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and 
those living on the Quesnel and Fraser River watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all our organizations. 
On 04 August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals 
Corporation (IMC), had a catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated 
water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest 
environmental disasters in modern Canadian history.
The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage and has taken little to no action 
to assure that such a disaster would not happen again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial 
regulators to return to operations. Our organizations strongly urge that this application be rejected for the following reasons: 
Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s 
wholly-owned subsidiary Mount Polley Mining Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage 
facility for imminent production than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of Quesnel Lake and the downstream 
rivers. Now the company plans to release “treated” mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as 
the site of discharge. 
Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of 
the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley mine. 
Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal 
permitting are the contested, occupied, traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc 
people have not given their unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people 
of Likely, BC. 
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Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, 
timelines, and methods, with caveats, special requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of 
observers, individually selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full access to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site 
and all areas of the area affected by the tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected 
area, this permit should be rejected. 
Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems 
their operations threaten. The managers of MPMC ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe 
condition of the tailings storage facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental discharges. 
Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, 
has returned the destroyed land to its original condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine 
Creek, Etney Creek, and Quesnel Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine would be furthering an ongoing 
catastrophe. 
There is still time for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her 
government’s commitment to respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C.  
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Dear Government of British Columbia, 
I am writing today to urge you not to issue the permit enabling Imperial Metal's Mt. Polley mine to reopen, following the largest mining disaster in 
Canadian history. 
I almost feel like it's pointless to write this -- 
You know that it's your responsibility to enforce the laws and regulations that protect land and water in your province.  
You know that the land and water are still contaminated beyond anyone's sane definition of toxic.  
You know you wouldn't drink the water or eat the fish.  
You know nothing has been done to clean up the pollution that has now worked its way into the soil, the water, the wildlife, the food chain.  
You know that in addition to toxic tailings that human medical waste and sewage were dumped into a pristine environment as well.  
You know the relevant laws and regulations were neither strong enough, nor enforced effectively enough, to stop this disaster.  
You know that no substantive changes in the laws, regulations or enforcement have been made that will stop it from happening again.  
You know Imperial Metals is a bad corporate actor and should not be allowed to continue polluting on this almost unimaginable scale - especially 
while they and their major shareholders lie about it, do nothing to mitigate the disaster, and have no incentive to prevent the next one.  
You know that if something like this had happened in a park or neighborhood prized by white Canadians, there'd be no question about cleaning up 
the devastation, suing Imperial and denying a permit for renewed operations.  
And more than anything, you know that legally - and morally - British Columbia doesn't have the right to permit mining in unceded Secwepemc 
territory at all. 
I hope that you also know that you have an enormously powerful opportunity before you today. 
Will you further the agenda of Canada's abusive corporations and corporate-driven government? 
Will you tell Imperial Metals, N. Murray Edwards and Fairholme Capital that they own your democracy? 
Will you turn your back on the land, water, wildlife and people, in favor of a company that by its very founding charter isn't even allowed - let alone 
willing - to look beyond serving its bottom line? 
Will you abdicate your responsibility to serve and protect the people of your province and the land and water that sustain them? 
Will you invite the decades of lawsuits, BC tourism boycotts, direct action headlines and possibly even physical confrontations that are inevitable if 
you make the wrong choice, and leave people no other way to defend their land, water and lives? 
And will you add one more deeply ugly chapter to the book of broken treaties, disempowerment and denied sovereignty that makes up Canada's 
history with respect to First Nations? 
Or will you choose, instead, to do the right thing?
You could be heroes. 
You could do something that ushers in a new era. 
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You could champion, if you're Christian, the values you learned in Sunday school. Thou Shalt Not Kill. Thou Shalt Not Steal. Thou Shalt Not Covet.
You could take the action that will allow you to sleep at night, enable your children to be proud of you, and leave a legacy to be proud of. 
I could lay out pages of detailed facts about the Mt. Polley disaster as they relate to your consideration of re-opening this blight. But I'm sure you've 
already heard them from the people who have spent weeks at the heart of the contamination, from mining experts like Dr. Joan Kuyek, and from the 
Secwepmec defenders. If you think you might not have heard them clearly enough, I urge you to listen again: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lUbHMMVzwEY. 
Please do the right thing.  
Please be a good person.  
Please do the job that your constituents entrusted you with, and do it to the best of your abilities. 
Please make British Columbia a place people can admire and respect, across Canada and around the globe.  
Please deny the permit enabling Mt. Polley to reopen, and turn your attention instead to cleaning up the last disaster, and preventing the next. 
Thank you for your attention to my comments, and to your willingness to do your work with honor. 
Sincerely, 
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It is deeply disturbing to hear that there are plans to re-open the Mt.Polley mining operations considering the 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic 
sludge and contaminated water that continues to rush into nearby Polley Lake and seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This 
spill is one of the biggest environmental disasters in modern Canadian history and known to so many as such.  
I have heard that the Secwepemc people (whose unceded territories this took place upon) have been unable to eat the salmon their traditional food 
since the spill. I also hear there's been no effort to clean up the spill and that this has been downplayed significantly in mainstream media.  

I demand that the provincial government listen to the Secwepemc and cease their support of Imperial Metals who is under criminal investigation. 

The world is watching, 
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Do we really not care about the future our children & future generations will have to deal with, that we would allow those who are irresponsible to 
have another shot of making a mistake, "oops" oh well, again! It's one thing for " corporations" not to care when self serving actions are followed, 
but do our government guardians have to be negligent as well? Fooled once is a shame on the corporate world, but the second time is a shame on the 
government or those who allow / support activities which lead to inevitable atrocities happening...  
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I do not consent 
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Please accept this email as support for the restart of the Mt Polley mine.  

Sincerely,  
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"Do not allow the Mt. Polley mine to reopen." 

Please consider the future for all life and do not allow
Mt Polley mine to reopen

Sincerely,
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To the Cariboo Region Mine Development Review Committee, 

I am writing to express my outrage that the BC Provincial Government is considering Imperial Metals Corporation’s application to reopen the Mount 
Polley Mine site. 

The Mount Polley disaster in August of 2014 released approximately 10 billion liters of contaminated water and 4.5 million cubic meters of metals-
laden fine sand into the Fraser River watershed via Hazelton Creek, Polley Lake and Quesnel Lake.[1] According to initial studies undertaken by the 
University of Northern British Columbia’s Quesnel River Research Centre, the resulting plume of toxic sediment has moved down Quesnel Lake and 
into Quesnel River.[2] The heavy metals and other contaminants from the ruptured Tailings Storage Facility are bioaccumulative; we can thus expect 
that salmon, as predatory fish, will accumulate much higher concentrations of these materials in their fatty tissues that what is found currently in the 
contaminated sediments.[3]  

Salmon play a profound role in the lives of Indigenous peoples in BC; the contamination of this watershed thus constitutes an unquantifiable injury 
to the Secwepemc First Nation, as well as to all of those Nations downstream between the breached Tailings Storage Facility and the delta of the 
Fraser River. As a settler hoping for genuine reconciliation with the Indigenous Nations where I live, I find this assault absolutely unacceptable.  

As reported in the Tyee, “the Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw leadership council, which is composed of four northern Secwepemc bands, finalized 
a mining policy dated Nov. 19, 2014. …The 54-page policy outlines exactly what the Secwepemc expect to happen within any current or future mine 
on its more than 53,000 square kilometers of traditional territory.”[4] Until this mining policy – and thus respect for Indigenous rights and title – is 
fully integrated into the provincial approach to mining proposals, no new approvals should be granted to mining projects on Secwepemc territory. 

Salmon also play a vital role in maintaining the ecosystemic integrity of the forests on the West Coast.[5] As someone who loves the lands and 
waters in this place, the Mount Polley disaster – and the long-term contamination and physical suffering it undoubtedly implies for human beings, 
eagles, bears and other inhabitants of the Fraser River watershed – has caused me very acute grief. According to a filing with Environment Canada in 
2013, 326 tonnes of nickel, 400 tonnes of arsenic, 177 tonnes of lead and 18,400 tonnes of copper and its compounds had been dumped into the 
tailings pond.[6] Ingestion of these contaminants takes place not only through the consumption of fish and other animals, but through drinking water 
and inhalation of the airborne dust that moves through the area as the tailings dry out.  
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According to a recent article in the Victoria Times Colonist, “…on Jan. 27, the total aluminum reading in Quesnel Lake at the outlet of Hazeltine 
Creek — the path the mine waste flowed to reach the lake — was nearly 15 times the Canadian drinking water guideline. Tests showed that levels of 
iron were six times above Canadian drinking water guidelines and manganese was twice the guideline. Aluminum levels were also exceeded in the 
month of January at the Quesnel River bridge at Likely and farther downstream at the Gravelle Ferry Bridge. ...The latest results from February and 
March show government guidelines were exceeded for copper for aquatic life on the Quesnel River near the town of Likely, downstream from the 
mine.”[7] While the company claims that the water will be clear of contamination by August 2015, Quesnel Lake turns over during seasonal 
temperature changes in the spring and fall, bringing water from the depths – and thus also contaminated sediments – up to the surface. Until the 
contaminated sediments are removed, therefore, the safety of drinking water in the area will be seriously compromised.  

In my academic work on water, I have reviewed the links between aquatic contamination and cancer, reproductive disorders, neurological disorders 
and other serious afflictions. While difficult to precisely quantify, a spill like the Mount Polley disaster means that more people will suffer from 
cancer and that more people will suffer watching their loved ones die before their time. Children will suffer from disorders based on their exposure to 
these toxins in utero and during the vulnerable years of brain development. Animals in the region will also suffer from similar afflictions. The 
contamination of water on this scale thus represents a profound act of violence. 

The negligence of Imperial Metals Corporation – and thus their culpability for this disaster – is beyond question. The design of the tailings dam 
required that a dry beach should be maintained between the tailings and the dam itself. Aerial photos from the 2012 Annual Review of the Tailings 
Storage Facility show that this required beach zone was already absent along 40% of the impoundment perimeter. Despite documentation that the 
water volumes behind the dam exceeded Maximum Operating Levels in May of 2014, Imperial Metals Corporation elected to continue depositing 
tailings into the already-overloaded Storage Facility.[8] To grant this company permission to continue extracting profits from this mine site – or from 
any mine site in this province, for that matter – sets an appalling precedent for corporate impunity. Moreover, I am not convinced that Imperial 
Metals Corporation has an adequate plan in place to safely contain additional toxic wastewater if they are permitted to continue operation of the 
mine.  

Cleanup of the spill has not been anything close to adequate. As indicated above, the contaminated tailings must be removed from the affected areas 
and placed into an effective containment facility to protect human and ecosystemic health. 

To approve the reopening of the Mount Polley mine would effectively sanction and intensify what has already been a devastating violation.  

Yours Sincerely, 
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[2] “UNBC releases initial findings from tailings pond breach” - See more at: http://www.unbc.ca/releases/35250/unbc-releases-initial-findings-tailings-pond-
breach#sthash.9j3P5GCT.dpuf

[3] Ellen Petticrew et al. “Baseline data and initial impacts of the Mount Polley tailings pond breach on adjacent aquatic ecosystems,” Quesnel River 
Research Centre, UNBC, October, 2014.http://www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/sections/quesnel-river-research-centre/setacmtpolleyposterfinal.jpg

[5] According to a University of Victoria research team investigating the relationship between salmon and coastal forests, “…up to 40 percent of the nitrogen used 
by riparian plants is derived from salmon nutrients.” Reimchen, Tom. “Salmon Nutrients, Nitrogen Isotopes, and Coastal Forests,” Ecoforestry, Fall 2001, 14.

[6] Council of Canadians. “Council of Canadians opposes the reopening of the Mount Polley mine,” April 28, 2015. http://canadians.org/blog/council-canadians-
opposes-reopening-mount-polley-mine

[7] Hoekstra, Gordon. “Water near Mount Polley gold mine still tainted, tests find,” Victoria Times Colonist, April 27, 2015. 
http://www.timescolonist.com/news/b-c/water-near-mount-polley-gold-mine-still-tainted-tests-find-1.1865973#sthash.zqTENCKW.dpuf  

[8] BC Tapwater Alliance. “Backgrounder Table: ‘21’ Mount Polley Expert Review Panel Final Report,” April 6, 2015. 
http://www.bctwa.org/MountPolley-Backgrounder-Apr6-2015.pdf  
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My name is  and all I have a one simple and short statement let us (mt.polley employees ) go back to work  
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This letter is to inform you of my discontent and disapproval of the Imperial Metals Mt. Polley Mine being reopened. Most obvious reasons why 
would be the inability of Imperial Metals to fully complete clean up of our water sources and implement safe strategies to prevent further disasters 
from happening. The British Columbia Government continues to ignore its citizens needs and wants and instead seems to serve the corporations that 
perpetually disrepect and destroy the natural resources of our province.  

I am asking you to reject the application for the reopening of Mt. Polley Mine, complete cleanup of the affected Quesnel Lake , Polly Lake, Etney 
Creek, and Hazeltine Creek as well as surrounding communities, pursue criminal charges towards Imperial Metals, and seek permission from the 
Secwepemc people as well as the community of Likely, BC.  
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Please prevent further plundering of our homeland. 

The only ones benefitting are the Corporate Welfare Bums.  

If they can't afford to pay their fare share, including 100% clean-up not the 8% world standard clean-up, keep them out of our country.  

We are only doing what our National Anthem asks us 9x to do, "Stand on guard" 

Sincerely,  
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Mount Polley Mine Re-opening Must be Rejected! 
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To whom it may concern:  

I am deeply concerned that it is even being considered allowing the Mount Polley mine to re-open after that company knowingly ignored the signs 
that the tailings dam would burst. Imperial Metals should not be allowed to operate anywhere in BC. Please do the right thing for the First Nations 
and local residents whose lives, livelihoods, and clean water have been destroyed by Imperial Metals' gross negligence—do not allow the Mount 
Polley Mine to re-open. 

Respectfully, 
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Dear government of British Columbia, 

Please do not even consider allowing this mine to reopen until all sides and all repercussions have been fairly evaluated. I do not know everything 
about the disaster that took place, but what I know worries me. It is your responsibility to do this investigation and consultation thoroughly. 

Thank you, 
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I am vehemently against this mine re-opening.  

This disaster needs to be studied properly and cleaned up before being considered for re-opening. I know i don't stand alone. Thank you for your time 
and possible consideration of my words. 
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Hello 

Do not allow the Mt. Polley mine to reopen. 

Hiyshka/thank you - onegewaye, 

 

  

 
 

  
This information is emailed from a private and preferred server. 
Kindly confirm receipt of this message by email return so that we know that this communication is established. 

 

 

PRIVACY: Absent the use of encryption, email is not a secure medium and privacy cannot be ensured.  
We will retain your e-mail address and any information you have included in correspondence to us.  
We use your e-mail address to acknowledge your comments and/or reply to your questions. We will not sell your e-mail address to anyone. 

LIMITATIONS: We cannot ensure the privacy and authenticity of any information or instructions you sent to us by e-mail.  
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All e-mail correspondence is subject to delay and may, from time to time, be undeliverable due to technical problems.  
We will not be responsible for verification of any instructions received by e-mail or for any damages you may incur if you communicate confidential 
information or instructions to us by e-mail. 

CONFIDENTIALITY: The information contained in this email message is Private and protected with Copyright Trademark all rights reserved and 
intended only for the use of the Name described above.  
If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly 
prohibited and is unlawful.  
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To whom it may concerned 

 in Jedway back in the 60's, where a tailings pond still sits precariously above the beautiful bay we worked from, I am 
writing to say it would be criminal and undemocratic if you allowed Imperial Metals to reopen their mine this early after the the disaster they were 
involved in.

How have they paid for the damage they have cause? Is all the mess cleaned up? Why do they deserve a second chance? 

Like children they should clean up their mess before getting to play or partake in the goodies of British Columbia's wealth. Criminal cases should be 
settled. And most importantly all communities impacted by the disaster should give consent as part of the social contract expected in a democracy. 
Have the Secwepemc nation given their consent to cross or occupy their traditional lands? Have the citizens of Likely BC given unanimous consent? 

The liberal party and now government that got such generous funding from this company should prove they have not been bought or are acting as 
puppets to this wealthy corporation. That could be done by having Imperial Metals clean up their mess before starting another one.
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This area has suffered enough. May it become obvious that this mine should Not be Re-Opened.  
I pray for those who make such decisions: peace in their hearts and a reconnection to our Wonderful Earth. 
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British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted by the tailings disaster. 

The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and those living on the Quesnel 
and Fraser River watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all our organizations.  

On 04 August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC), had a 
catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and seven 
kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest environmental disasters in modern Canadian history. 

The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage and has taken little to no action to assure that such a 
disaster would not happen again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial regulators to return to operations. Our 
organizations strongly urge that this application be rejected for the following reasons: 

Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s wholly-owned subsidiary 
Mount Polley Mining Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage facility for imminent production than to remediate 
the land and prevent further pollution of Quesnel Lake and the downstream rivers. Now the company plans to release “treated” mining waste water back 
into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as the site of discharge. 

Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of the tailings storage 
facility at the Mount Polley mine. 

Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal permitting are the 
contested, occupied, traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc people have not given their unanimous 
free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people of Likely, BC. 

Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, timelines, and methods, 
with caveats, special requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of observers, individually selected by the 
ancestral authorities of the area and with full access to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site and all areas of the area affected by the tailings failure, has 
reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected area, this permit should be rejected.  

Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems their operations threaten. 
The managers of MPMC ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe condition of the tailings storage facility, 
workplace health and safety, and other environmental discharges.  
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Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, has returned the 
destroyed land to its original condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine Creek, Etney Creek, and Quesnel Lake to 
their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine would be furthering an ongoing catastrophe. 

There is still time for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s commitment to 
respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C. 
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This mine in Canada has not bing helping her demostrairing guod etics in the proctection and preservation is this for nead to by ther lincense and 
perment revoked imidietly for the wheels bin of old. 

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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I am contacting you re:mount polley temporary operating permit. I am in full support of the govt approving this and helping our local area families and communities. 
thank you. 
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Dear Cariboo Region Mine Development Review Committee: 

I gather that today is the last day of a 30-day public consultation regarding an application for a restricted re-opening of the Mount Polley Mine. 
Water being far more valuable than gold, and the Mount Polley Mine having proven itself to be both ill sited and poorly operated, I strongly come 
down on the side against the mine being re-opened. 

Regards, 
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Dear decision-makers,

I wish to add my voice to the chorus of voices that have come out in favour of seeing Mount Polley 
Mine receive a 'green light' to restart production. Even if, for the time being, on a temporary basis. 
Further, I ask that you not give undue weight to the few, but rather loud, voices of dissent that 
would seek to block such a restart. 

 Without question, these mining jobs are vitally 
important to the local economy. And, of course,  

In addition to the many positive benefits to the local economy, these jobs at Polley create significant and much needed cash-flow 
into Federal and Provincial coffers.  

 So, there is clearly much more at play here than only the impact on the local economy should the mine not 
be allowed to restart. 

Clearly, August 4th/14, saw a calamity of significant scale occur at Polley’s tailings storage facility. It has been shown, by the 
independent panel’s investigation, that there is no direct culpability, of Mount Polley, concerning the subterranean slip that 
facilitated the failure. So, rather than being ‘punished’,  need the opportunity not 
only to set things right, but to get back in the game, as it were. Obviously, tailings dam construction requirements are now more 
stringent and oversight more intense that was previously the case. I view these as good outcomes, knowing this will not only apply 
to Mount Polley but also to all other mines in BC with similar tailings storage facilities. Through catastrophe, things can, indeed, be 
made safer both at Polley and at all other mines in BC, and beyond.

We learn, we improve, we move on. And when I say  but also the 
oversight groups. Specifically, the independent engineering firm responsible to oversee tailings dam construction/maintenance. And,
the Ministry of Mines, responsible for the oversight of the whole enterprise.
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Please do not let the shrill voices of a few out-of-area malcontents drown out the multitude of actual stakeholders,  
 like the vast majority of people who live in Likely, Williams Lake and 

surrounding areas.  people who are not picketing in the streets but are, instead, trusting that you will make the appropriate 
common sense decision to allow this mine to restart production. 

Thank you.

—
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To whom it may concern;

Public Statement

British Columbia must reject the reopening of Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley mine without their consent of communities impacted 
by the tailings disaster. 

The Government of British Columbia is failing the indigenous people of Secwepemc territories, the residents of Likely, BC and 
those living on the Quesnel and Fraser River watersheds. This is a matter of urgent concern for all our organizations. 

On 04 August 2014, the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley Mine, near Likely, BC, and owned by Imperial Metals 
Corporation (IMC), had a catastrophic failure, allowing approximately 25 millions of cubic metres of toxic sludge and contaminated 
water to rush into nearby Polley Lake and seven kilometers down Hazeltine Creek to Quesnel Lake. This spill is one of the biggest 
environmental disasters in modern Canadian history.

The BC Government initially denied it was an environmental disaster, has downplayed the damage and has taken little to no action 
to assure that such a disaster would not happen again. Now, Imperial Metals Corporation has submitted an application to provincial 
regulators to return to operations. Our organizations strongly urge that this application be rejected for the following reasons: 

Continuing Ecological Destruction: In the eight months since the 04 August 2014 failure of the tailings storage facility IMC’s 
wholly-owned subsidiary Mount Polley Mining Corporation (MPMC) has demonstrated greater effort to ready the tailings storage 
facility for imminent production than to remediate the land and prevent further pollution of Quesnel Lake and the downstream 
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rivers. Now the company plans to release “treated” mining waste water back into the watershed and potentially use Quesnel Lake as 
the site of discharge. 

Criminal Investigation: The company remains under criminal investigation for gross negligence leading up to the massive failure of 
the tailings storage facility at the Mount Polley mine. 

Consent of Communities: The lands to which Imperial Metals Corporation (IMC) has acquired access through provincial and federal 
permitting are the contested, occupied, traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the Secwepemc people. The Secwepemc 
people have not given their unanimous free, prior, and informed consent to the projects on their territories. Neither have the people 
of Likely, BC. 

Until all communities impacted have unanimously given their explicit free, prior, and informed consent to any and all project plans, 
timelines, and methods, with caveats, special requirements, and timelines that are on their own terms, and until a third-party team of 
observers, individually selected by the ancestral authorities of the area and with full access to all areas of the Mount Polley Mine site 
and all areas of the area affected by the tailings failure, has reported that IMC/MPMC has fulfilled their duty to clean up the affected 
area, this permit should be rejected. 

Neglect and Greed: MPMC has, demonstrated a pattern of opting to maximize profits at the expense of the land and ecosystems 
their operations threaten. The managers of MPMC ignored repeated warnings from consultants and employees regarding the unsafe 
condition of the tailings storage facility, workplace health and safety, and other environmental discharges. 

Clean Up and Remediation: Until the IMC has removed every cubic meter of spilled tailings waste to the tailings storage facility, 
has returned the destroyed land to its original condition, and has returned the water and bed conditions of Polley Lake, Hazeltine 
Creek, Etney Creek, and Quesnel Lake to their pre-spill conditions, the re-opening of this mine would be furthering an ongoing 
catastrophe. 

Thereis stilltime for the provincial government to do the right thing. The Premier needs to act now to demonstrate her government’s 
commitment to respecting and upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples and the people of B.C.  

Signed:
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Attached letter to MoE Hubert Bunce,  
April 30, 2015 
Hubert Bunce, MoE Director, Mount Polley Mining Operations 

Re: Mount Polley Re-Start Amendment Application 
Dear Mr. Bunce, 

 Quesnel Lake only 5kms. from the base 
of Hazeltine Creek. This spill of the TSF at the Mt. Polley Mine has had devastating effects for not only the future use of  
(unknown toxic substances in the body of the lake) but also the   
After reading through the MPMC’s “permit amendment application for re-start, myself and my immediate family members are 

The starting of the milling operation will increase metals’ concentrations within mill recycle water flows. The metals here are complex and would 
require an expensive form of mine water treatment. The MPMC has not agreed to even consider a treatment plant as an option. MPMC has only 
investigated “passive treatment.” Now MPMC seems to be looking for dilution within the larger Quesnel lake or Quesnel river system by diffuser-
pipe to save money. The water balance accumulation will require better management than MPMC have suggested.  
The interstitial water/Arsenic and Cadmium that was released during the dam failure will cause possible dissolved heavy metals to enter the food 
web and depending upon the concentration of metals …copper is lethal to fish and Cadmium lethal to bot fish and humans. Many sub-lethal 
biological impacts cannot be “measured.” We do not know the effects on the small fish fry and we will not know these true impacts until the cycle of 
sockeye salmon-run do not return in 3 or 4 years. Until we better understand the long term impacts of this disaster we cannot agree to or justify 
further re-start of operations. 
There are two outstanding reports and many missing documents and amendments. The Conservation Service inquiry (in conjunction with the 
RCMP), and Environment Canada and Fisheries and Oceans, have not finalized their reports. The focus of government and MPMC should be on the 
future Water Management of the area and continued research this TSF disaster has caused.  
Also, the Waste Handling Plan; the mines Act Permit; and the Effluent Discharge Permit, all need to be better explained to all of the local people. 
We have endured lies and insults and this has caused misunderstanding in our community’s.  
Sincerely. 

 
 

Cc 
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Williams Lake Tribune 
Vancouver Sun 
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Thank you for taking our comments.  I believe in sustainability and I 
would like to see the community of Likely endure. However, tourism is the no. 1 industry in Likely, and while the mine provides some temporary 
surges of money into the community, the preservation of Quesnel Lake and assurance of it's health for a lifetime of tourism outweighs the mine 
benefits by far.  

I am very concerned that for years Mount Polley Mining Corporation applied to discharge supernatant water down Hazeltine Creek and into Quesnel 
Lake. These proposals were not accepted and there was much concern. Hazeltine Creek was home to 13 species of fish. I believe that by approving 
the MPMC permit with their plan to discharge water down Hazeltine Creek gives a clear message that if you eliminate the problem of fish - i.e. by 
destroying the habitat and making the creek no longer suitable for fish, then you are free to dump your mine waste.  

Many many people feel that the clean up efforts have merely been a means to creating an effluent channel. This is unacceptable. We do not know the 
full impact of this breach. While the presentation to the public of all tests is that "everything is fine". The actual reports from Minnow show that there 
was fatality and reproductive impairment in Fathead Minnow and C. Daphnia. They suggested bi-monthly testing. The only follow up to this was a 
memo from Imperial Metals on January 15th stating that they have done a lot of testing and there were no toxicity due to metals. There are no 
independant lab reports to go with this? It stated in the Minnow report that " However, all Quesnel Lake deep water samples were observed to impair 
C. dubia reproduction". No follow up to this? Do you all just expect that none of us will read these reports? 

My primary concern from the start is the possible return of endangered coho to this creek. These coho survived the last 100 years after flow from 
Bootjack Lake to Hazeltine Creek was diverted for Bullion Pit mining in the early 1900 and never restored. Flow to this creek was never restored due 
to mining, yet these fish managed to make it every year. Maybe only 12 fish, but they made it. We have to ensure a suitable habitat for these fish. 
There are no plans for cleaning tailings out of Quesnel Lake and no single expert has a positive answer for us yet as to how this is going to turn out. 
We need to see your primary concern being restoring this habitat and monitoring the fish and the creek and the lake. NOT allowing this mine to 
discharge down the creek into the lake. 

I would like to see Mount Polley reopen at some capacity eventually if they were to do dry-stack tailings or water purification. It is unreasonable that 
after what happened they were given the green light to open Red Chris Mine and that now they are being considered to open MP without applying 
any best available technology. This is unacceptable.  and one project called The Noah Project, which 
transforms industrial waste water back into healthy water, caught the eye of the International Joint Commission. We need to be forcing companies to 
use technology such as this. I feel we are backed into an unfair corner providing leniences because they can't afford to stick around and clean up their 
mess without operating. They should be selling their interests in other projects, Ruddock Creek (which will never happen anyway), Huckelberry, and 
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I am a firm believe that Red Chris mine is a huge mistake, they should have sold that as well to a company that was willing to go back to the drawing 
board and create a mine plan using best available technology. Imperial Metals should have to sell their assets to get the money to clean up their mess, 
not threaten that they can't clean it up unless they operate with business as usual technology. 

I want to see MPMC stick around, I want to see continued cleanup, but we need to see a better and safer plan, the absolute best possible technology. 
Quesnel Lake is the birthplace of one of the most diverse ecosystems; the lake deserves redemption of the highest order. 

Thank you, 
, concerned citizen 
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I have  and when Mtn. Polley Mine tailing lake burst, I took some time to look into the issue. 
What I found, scared the hell out of me, that the Government of Canada and BC would licence such a mine in the first place. This mine should have never opened 
up in this local, due to the local glacial clay terrain, the self policing and required maintenance of the toxic waste site well after the mine closes. Certainly, the mine 
should not be opened up ever. It should be closed down permanently, right now, today. 
I do not believe that this mine is sustainable. The cost to properly manage the waste site and the amount of water run off will cost the public taxpayer dearly over 
the next 1000 years and beyond. I calculated the amount of money made from this site, the benefits to the public in tax income and wages and business versus 
the price of looking after this site for over a 1000 years. This is short term gain (greed) for long term pain.  
This toxic waste site has to be managed well after the mine closes down and stops producing gold and copper. This kind of maintenance cost never show up in 
the mine's present bond. The present bond is for reconstituting and reclaiming the surrounding mine site after the site closes down. I believe from current BC 
government records that less than 19 million dollars is set aside for this kind of reclaiming so far. 
Presently what I have noticed is that the re-permitting of Mtn. Polley Mines is a licence to pollute our water ways with about 30 heavy metals. Some of these toxic 
metals are very damaging to human and animal life. This is totally unacceptable to me.  
In short, you are planing to dump thousands of cubic meters of toxic mine wastes into Hazeltine Creek or pipe it directly into Quesnel River . This would be a 
terrible crime and I will support to prosecution of any government official or politician who authorizes such a damaging event.
I also think that the two outstanding investigations that were announced and have not been reported to the public, would be compromised, if you entertain such a 
permit reopening. I hope criminal charges are laid.  
This 30 day public process in a sham, no proper public notice and no documents presented. 
Sincerely yours,  
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5/55 27/77 2015 The Pacific Streamkeepers Federation - Protoo estingMount Polley re-opening - deadlineMay 2

htttt p://// disc.yourwebapps.com/discussion.cgi?disc=198175;article=9165;title=The%20Pacific%20Streamkeepers%20Federation 1/2

Celia

Protesting Mount Polley re-opening - deadline May 2

Fri May 1, 2015 9:10pm

Copy and Email this Letter Against Mt Polley Mine Re-opening to mtpolleyminepermit@gov.bc.ca by May 2, 2015

April 24, 2015 at 3:34pm

Below is a copy of the letter I will be sending....please copy and paste it, edited or not, or draft your own, and email to
mtpolleyminepermit@gov.bc.ca by May 2, 2015. Each letter received WILL be tallied by the govt. Petitions are helpful but individual
letters have more weight. Thank you.

*more info below the photograph*

mtpolleyminepermit@gov.bc.ca
Cc: your MLA (Alphabetical List https://www.leg.bc.ca/mla/3-1-7.htm; MLA Finder https://www.leg.bc.ca/mla/3-1-1.htm)
Cc: your MP (http://www.parl.gc.ca/Parliamentarians/en/members)
Cc: friends, family etc. to share with so they can copy and paste and email

To Whom it May Concern,

I am very opposed to allowing Imperial Metals to re-open the Mount Polley Mine. Based on my discussions with many indigenous
peoples, I do not believe that the re-opening of the mine has the support of the majority of peoples of the Secwepemc Nation, nor the
general (indigenous and not) populace off reserve. Williams Lake Band council may appear to support this endeavour, but that does
not mean that the majority of Williams Lake Band members do support it. Also, Williams Lake Band does not speak for all Secwepemc
peoples. The only way to really understand the interests of the Secwepemc and settler peoples of the regions affected, in my opinion,
is to create a poll or referendum. Imperial Metals states that they fulfilled their obligation to have community meetings but in no way
reports on how they were responded to by the communities. The BC Conservation Service inquiry, in conjunction with the RCMP,
Environment Canada and Fisheries and Oceans Canada, is investigating the impacts of the Mt Polley Breech on the environment and
their report is not due out until June. Will the results of that investigation be available for the Ministry of Energy and Mines and
Ministry of Environment to use in their decision about this re-opening permit application? Why is the deadline for public comment so
soon, meaning that we will not have these BC Conservation Service inquiry results available to us by your May 2 deadline for public
comment?

It states in the Water Management Plan (WMP) document (Golder 2015) that the current permit allows 1.4 million cubic mm of water
discharge, while at the same time stating that the current discharge could be 3 times that. It also states that onsite levels of Nitrate,
Copper, Sulphate, Aluminum, Iron, Selenium and Suspended Solids are above accepted concentrations. The report implies that if the
WMP is not pushed through then previously unaffected areas like Bootjack Lake will potentially be impacted. This feels like the threat
of contamination of Bootjack Lake is being used to push through the latest permit application. The Return to Restricted Operations
permit application implies that they will be working at reduced capacities, although the work suggested is at half load, which is still
very substantial. I feel strongly that pushing this Return to Restricted Operations Permit through before the results from the BC
Conservation et al inquiry, and a fuller understanding of the actual individual First Nations and settler support or rejection of this
permit is unacceptable. Scientists in the area reported a substantial diatom die-off in the fall of 2014 in Quesnel Lake. Diatoms feed
zooplankton that salmon fry consume. Until we better understand the long term impacts of the disaster on the environment, we
cannot justify putting any more people, animals and flora in jeopardy by re-opening the mine. The clean-up that has occurred
(minimal) barely begins to address the impacts on the environment. I suggest that more time is spent getting an understanding of the
long term impacts especially on salmon before any re-opening at any capacity will be considered. The WMP could be put into place
without starting up the mine again. 

Sincerely,

Your name
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