INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS SECRETARIAT
ADVICE TO T11E PREMIER

BACKGROUND / STATUS:

* The House of Commons will expand by 30 seats under legislation passed in December 2011,
adding MPs for British Columbia, Alberta, Ontario and Quebec. The anticipated breakdown is:
3 seats for Quebec, 15 for Ontatio, and 6 each for Alberta and British Columbia.

¢ The federal government estimates the cost of the additional MPs will be $14.8 million annually.

® ‘lhe federsl government has introduced the Senate Reform Act. Itis currently at sccond reading
in the House of Commons. The Act has two elements: (1) it proposes a framework for
consulting voters on the selection of Senate nominees from the provinces; (2) and introduces
non-renewable nine year term limits.

¢ Quebec has launched a reference casc to the Ouebec Court of Appeal on the constitutionality of
the Senate Reform Act, 513, s.14
513,514

¢ ‘Ihe framework would require the Prime Minister to consider the recommended names from a
list of clected Scnate nominces but would not be binding on the Prime Minister or the Govetnor
General when making appointments to the Senate.

¢ BC Scnator Gerry St Germain is required to retire from the Senate in November 2012, The
proposed term limits would mean that BC Senators Martin, Neufeld and Greene Raine would
serve a further 9 years after the term limits came into force. Senators Jaffer and Campbell
would not be affected by the new term hmits,
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS SECRETARLAT
ADVICE TO THE PREMIER

ISSUE: House of Commons and Senate Reform

RECOMMENDED RESPONSE:

Housc of Commons Representation

Not Responsive

Senate Reform

e The Province supports abolition of the Senate on the basis that it has
outlived its purposc. BCis also not faitly represented in the Senate with
only 6 seats (compated to 24 in both Ontario and Quebec; 10 in New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia; 6 in Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and
Newfoundland and Labrador).

e Abolition of the Senate or changing the representation in the Senate
requires a constitutional amendment supported by 7 of the Provinces
representing at least 50% of the population of all provinces.

e Ifthe Senate is to remain and the federal act passed, British Columbians
ought to have their say on their senate nominees.

¢ MLA John Les’s Private Member’s Bili, “Senate Election Act” would
provide a legal framework for electing Senatorial nominees to represent BC
in the Senate.

e The proposed Senate Election Act sunsets eight years after proclamation
unless the distribution of seats in the Senate is amended to provide British !
Columbia with a mote balanced and equitable proportion.
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Craven, Paul IGRS:EX

From: Fitzpatrick, Ron [Ron.Fitzpatrick@pco-bep.ge.ca]
Sent: Tuesday, September 18, 2012 7:02 AM
To: Craven, Paul IGRS:EX
Subject: Senale
513

B.C. plans Senate election

Move would pre-empt feds ;
BY PETER O'NEIL, POSTMEDIA NEWSSEFPTEMEBER 18, 2012 i
Copyright
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@ Gopyright (g} The Vancouver Sun

Ron Fitzpatrick

Paolicy Advisor | Censeiller en politiques

Provincial and Territorial Analysis | Analyse provinciales et territoriales
Privy Council Office | Bureau du Conseil privé

Government of Canada | Gouvernement du Canada

68 Slater, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A3

Tel: (613) 843-0528 Fax: (613) 847-1699
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Craven, Paul IGRS:EX

From: Farley, Vick JAGEX
Sent: Tuesday, May 15, 2012 10:02 AM
To: Copley, George JAG:EX; Craven, Paul IGRS:EX
Ce: Fyfe, Richard J JAGIEX
Subject: RE: Quebec's Challenge to the Senate Reform Bilt
Paul,
5.14
Vick

From: Copley, George JAG:EX

Sent: Tuesday, May 15, 2012 4:30 AM

To: Craven, Paul IGRS:EX; Farley, Vick JAG:EX

Cc: Fyfe, Richard 1 JAG:EX :

Subject: RE: Quebec’s Challenge to the Senate Reform Bil}

Paui:

s.14

George

From: Craven, Paul IGRS:EX Sent: Monday, May 14, 2012 4:16 PM
To: Farley, Vick JAG:EX; Copley, George JAG:EX

Cc: Fyfe, Richard J 3JAG:EX

Subject: Quebec's Challienge to the Senate Reform Bill

Hi George and Vick,

5.14

Thanks,

Paul
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Paul Craven

Executive Director, Federalism and Canadian Intergovernmental Policy
Intergovernmental Relations Secretariat

Office of the Premier

250.356.2272
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

Progress Report

Ministry: Justice

s.12
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

June 4, 2012

Honourable Shirley Bond
Minister of Justice and Attorney General

s.12

" -

Office of the Premier Cabinet Operations Mailing Address:
PO Box 9487 STN PROV GOVT

Victoria BC V8W %%E‘g 9
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

Priorities and Planning Committee
Decision Summary Sheet
Ministrv: Justice

s.12
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

Priorities and Planning Committee Submission —

Request for Decision

Minister:  Honourable Shirley Bond, Minister of Justice and Attorney General
Ministry:  Justice

s.12
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

DRAFT Priorities and Planning Committee Submission

— Request for Decision

Minister:  Hon. Shirley Bond, Minister of Justice and Attorney General
Ministry:  Justice

s.12
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Dunn, Jennifer LCTZ:EX

From: Preyde, Anne M PREM:EX
Sent: Wednesday, May 16, 2012 10:36 AM
To: Powell, Charlofte PREM:EX
Cc: Furry, Jennifer PREM:EX; Gillesple, Joyce PREM:EX
Subject: FW: 542
5.12
Anne
250 387-5541

From: Preyde, Anne M PREM:EX

Sent: Wednesday, May 16, 2012 10:35 AM
To: Carter, Nancy L JAG:EX

Cc: Chalke, Jay JAG:EX

Subject: RE: 8.12
Nancy

s.12
Anne
250 3875541
From: Carter, Nancy L JAG:EX
Sent: Wednesday, May 16, 2012 10:13 AM
To: Preyde, Anne M PREM:EX
Cc: Chalke, Jay JAG:EX
Subject: FW: 5.12

5.12

Py ot &, W

Executive Diractor, Civil Policy and Legisiation Office

Justice Services Branch

Ministry of Justice

Ph. (250) 356-6182

Fax (250) 387-1189

This message, including any attachments, is confidential and may contain privileged information intended only for the
persons named ahove. Any other distribution, copying or disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify us iinmediately by reply email and permanently delete the original transmission from ey, including
any attachments, witheut making a copy.

From: Reimer, Neil JAG:EX

Sent: Wednesday, May 16, 2012 9:44 AM
To: Carter, Nancy L JAG:EX

Subject: FW: 8.12
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5.12

From: Preyde, Anne M PREM:EX

Sent: Wednesday, May 16, 2012 9:32 AM

To: Forrest, Cris 3 JAG:EX; Reimer, Neill JAG:EX

Ccz Keyes. Donna JAG:EX: Dvson-Loewen, Jessica JAG:EX
Subject: 8.12

Cris, Neil

s.12

thanks

Anne Preyde

Cabiret Committee Director
Cabinet Operations

Oftice of the Premier

257 237-5541
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

April 23, 2012

Honourable Shirley Bond
Minister of Justice and Attorney General

s.12

Office of the Premier Cabinet Operations Mailing Address:
PO Box 9487 STN PROV GOVT

Victoria BC V8W 33386 45
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA PREMIER’S COPY
s.12

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

Priorities and Planning Commiittee

Decision Summary Sheet

Ministry: Justice

5.12
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

Priorities and Planning Committee Submission —

Request for Decision

Minister:  Hon. Shirley Bond, Minister of Justice and Attorney General

Ministry:  Justice

s.12
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

DRAFT Cabinet Submission — Request for Decision

Minister:  Hon. Shirley Bond, Minister of Justice and Attorney General
Ministry:  Justice

s.12
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