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Forests, Lands and Natural Resources

Good morning. | am Tom Either, ADM of Resources Stewardship
Division of the Ministry of Forest, Lands and Natural Resources.

Our Ministry is a very large ministry with responsibility for delivering

many services to the natural resource use sectors.
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Forests, Lands and Natural Resources

Ministry Vision
Economic Prosperity and Environmental Sustainability

Ministry Goals

1. Efficient, citizen-centred public service delivery.

2. Co-ordinated and sustainable management, use and
stewardship of B.C.’s natural capital.

3. Productive, thriving natural resource sector and
resilient communities.

Ministry Vision
The Ministry vision is for Economic Prosperity and Environmental
Sustainability

Ministry Goals

The ministry’s goals are to have

1. Efficient, citizen-centred public service delivery.

2. Co-ordinated and sustainable management, use and
stewardship of B.C.’s natural capital.

3. Productive, thriving natural resource sector and resilient
communities.

Together these goals, includes finding new ways to improve how the
Ministry can provide services to the Guide Outfitting sector and
ensure that the guide outfitting sector and BC’s smaller communities
can continue to benefit from BC’s wildlife and wilderness.
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Resource Stewardship Division

Resource Management Objectives

* Lead the implementation and coordination of land,
resource and ecosystem management actions

* Legal designation for habitat values

e.g., Wildlife Habitat Areas, Ungulate Winter Range,
Fisheries Sensitive Watersheds

* Implementation of Species at Risk Recovery
Implementation

e.g., Mountain caribou, northern goshawk

* Administration of Conservation Lands program.

8,893,225

Resource Management objectives
Resource stewardship is responsible for natural resource
management objectives.

We provide interdivisional coordination in the implementation of
practical and innovative approaches to addressing resource
stewardship challenges and opportunities.

We work to achieve the integration of stewardship principles and
elements that enables the Ministry to realize the Ministry’s Vision.

We are responsible for:
1. Legal designations for habitat values; e.g., Wildlife Habitat
Areas, Ungulate Winter Range, Fisheries Sensitive Watersheds,
(google search : 8,893,225 ha in UWR)
1. Implementation of Species at Risk Recovery Implementation;
e.g., Mountain caribou, northern goshawk, and
2. Administration of Conservation Lands program.
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Resource Stewardship Division

Wildlife and Fisheries Management
* Legislation and Regulation requirements
Policy & procedures (use and allocation)

* Species management plans

* Inventory and population/stock assessments

* Allocation of wildlife including hunting, trapping, falconry,
captive wildlife, wildlife viewing and support on recreational
opportunities for angling.

+ Research fish & wildlife populations
+ Wildlife Health Program

Wildlife and Fisheries Management

The Resource Stewardship Division is responsible for managing wildlife and fish.

This responsibility includes managing for conservation and stable population of

wildlife and the use wildlife.

We manage through:

1. Legislation and Regulation requirements Policy & procedures (use and
allocation),

2. Species management plans,

. Wolf management plan should be finalized soon

. Kootenay-Boundary Mule Deer Management Plan just completed
3. Inventory and population/stock assessments,

Significant funding to support big game inventory since 2011

. 2011: $865K to help remove barriers to development

. 2012: $895K with S500K from LBIS

e 2013: S400K plus $250K for fish stock assessment

. 2014: S1M to be allocated to big game ($750K) and fish ($250K)

4. Technical and scientific support on allocation of wildlife including hunting,
trapping, falconry, captive wildlife, wildlife viewing and support on
recreational opportunities for angling,

5. Research fish & wildlife populations, and

e S430K this year for moose with MFLNRO contributing $350K

6. Wildlife Health Program
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Staff at Resource Stewardship Division

* Many staff are working with the Guiding Sector

* The work is details and complex, takes time and
human resources

* I retained Mindy Richter, as an additional resource to
work with GOABC this coming year

* The Staff here, and those not here do an amazing job
* Diane Nicholls is leading the Allocation Policy Review
* Diane is unable to be here today and gives her regrets

* Today you will hear from some “front-line’ staff on
legislation, administration and wildlife conservation.

. Many staff in Wildlife Stewardship are working with the Guiding Sector.

. At times the work is details and complex, requires analysis , options and
takes time and human resources.

. | retained Mindy Richter, as an additional resource to work with GOABC this
coming year, | have instructed her to: ??

. The Staff here, and those not here do an amazing job, given the volume of
work they have to do.

. Diane Nicholls is leading the Allocation Policy Review
. Diane is unable to be here today and gives her regrets

. Today you will hear from some “front-line’ Staff, on legislation, administration
and wildlife conservation: Mindy Richter, Penny Lloyd, Yvonne Foxall, lan
Hatter and Jeff Morgan
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Guiding in BC

« BC is a great place for guiding

* BC Provides the rare opportunity of exclusive
guiding areas

* 16 big game species and great wilderness

* Several of these species are top desirable species for
sport hunting.

* Makes BC a top place for the world’s recreational
hunters to come

* BC is doing well in maintaining animal populations

* Gives BC a competitive edge on the world market
now and years to come

BC is a great place for guiding.
BC provides the rare opportunity of exclusive guiding areas.
16 big game species and great wilderness

Several of these species are top desirable species for sport
hunting: Elk; Black Bear; Moose; Sheep; Goat

Which, makes BC a top place for the world’s recreational
hunters to come

BC is doing well in maintaining animal populations.

And this gives BC a competitive edge on the world market now
and years to come.
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BC’s Advantage and Respon51b111ty
*During the last two centuries species have experienced substantial

range restrictions
* We have an advantage and responsibility to protect these species

Number
of species
r

Laliberte AS, Ripple WJ. 2004. Range contractions of North American 7
carnivores and ungulates. BioScience 54: 123-138.

During the last two centuries species have experienced
substantial range restrictions

We have an advantage and responsibility to protect these
species

Not only does BC have the advantage of having the animals,
but BC has a responsibility to maintain and protect the animal
populations for years to come. With proper management and
protection we could be one of the few places to have the
diversity and healthy populations of animals that will support
harvests well into in the future.
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Management of Guiding

+ BC manages wildlife for conservation, and Aboriginal,
resident and commercial harvest

* Requirements for Non-residents to use a guide

* Exclusive commercial use areas (territories)

+ Allocation and Quota system

* Licencing Guides

* Requirements and condition on activities activities
* Requirements for reporting

* Can there be improvements? We are working on it.

BC manages wildlife for conservation, and Aboriginal, resident and
commercial harvest

We manage the guiding industry by:

Requiring non-residents to use a licenced guide;

Issuing authorization for exclusive commercial use areas
(territories) for up to 25 years;

Allocation and quotas for wildlife harvests, which is sometimes
seen as a limitation and others time viewed as an advantage;
Licencing Guides — to ensure quality guiding;

Requirements and condition on guiding activities, for the
protection of BC’s wildlife; and

Requirements for reporting to manage the harvests and help
with population estimates.

o or 0 -

Many changes have occurred in the last few years. We are looking
forward to some changes currently in the legislature now; such as,
Corporations being able to hold certificates

Can there be improvements? We are working on it.
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The Economy

* The guiding sector took a big hit during the European
and USA recessions beginning in 2007

* The economy appears to be rebounding, especially in
the USA

* The Canadian dollar is slipping — attracting clients
and providing better profit margins

* Again providing BC a competitive edge on the world
market

* We look forward to a full recovery and to growth

The guiding sector took a big hit during the European and USA
recessions beginning in 2007.

The economy appears to be rebounding, especially in the USA.

The Canadian dollar is slipping — attracting clients and providing
better profit margins.

Again providing BC a competitive edge on the world market.

We look forward to a full recovery and to growth.
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Sector’s Economic Contrlbutmn to BC

* The Guiding Sector contributes to tourism in BC
* 4,000-5,000 hunters from outside BC each year

* Tourism is the fastest growing industry — estimates
for 2012 1s $13.5 billion
* And though your sector is relatively small it:
— Contributes $116 million to the economy, yearly
— Provides jobs in the smaller communities
— Supports all other tourism businesses

10

The Guiding Sector contributes to tourism in BC.
4,000-5,000 hunters from outside BC each year.

Tourism is the fastest growing industry — estimates for 2012 is $13.5
billion.

And, though your sector is relatively small it:

1. Contributes $116 million to the economy, yearly

2. Provides jobs in the smaller communities — there are 240
guides, approximately 1000 assistant guides, wranglers, cooks,
etc.

3. The Guiding sector supports all other tourism businesses,
whether transportation, hospitality, retail or other services.
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Sector’s Contribution to Stewardship

» Contributes to management and conservation of wildlife

» Surcharge on licences go to Habitat Conservation Fund
for studies and projects

+ GOABC contributes through studies, symposiums and
printed material

+ Member fundraise through auctions with profits going to
conservation

« ltis a goal of Resource Stewardship Division to work
more closely with GOABC on stewardship

"

We recognize that GOABC contributes to management and
conservation of wildlife.

The Surcharge on licences goes to the Habitat Conservation Fund
for studies and projects.

GOABC also contributes through symposiums and printed material.
| understand you are planning for your second wildlife management
symposium, Stewardship on Action, for this June.

Your members fundraise through auctions with profits going to
conservation.

It is a goal of Resource Stewardship Division to work more closely
with GOABC on stewardship and wildlife conservation.
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Business Security

* The Ministry supports the guiding sector

* Guiding makes environmentally sound economic use of
BC’s wildlife resources

* The Sector is seeking stronger business security and
operational flexibility

* The unique exclusive guiding territories are meant to
provide business security

* Several changes in the past 5 years were made to add to
this business security

* The ministry is committed to continuing this work with
GOABC to increase security, provide flexibility and reduce
red tape.

+ Looking forward to the work ahead with GOABC

12

The Ministry supports the guiding sector.

And sees it as an environmentally sound economic use of BC’s
wildlife resources.

We understand that the sector is seeking stronger business security
and operational flexibility.

The unique exclusive guiding territories are meant to provide
business security. That is why the certificates were extended to up
to 25 years.

Other changes in the past 5 years were made to add to this business
security and we currently have legislative amendments before the
House.

The ministry is committed to continuing its work with GOABC to
increase security, provide flexibility and reduce red tape.

Looking forward to the work ahead with GOABC.
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