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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

QUW'UTSUN (COWICHAN) NATION / BC POLITICAL FORUM
OCTOBER 6, 2023
MINISTER MEETING BACKGROUND

DATE: September 26, 2023
PREPARED FOR: Honorable Bruce Ralston, Minister of Forests

REGARDING: Quw'utsun (Cowichan) Nation/BC Political Forum Meeting

Note: Staff from the Ministries of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation (MIRR), Forests
(FOR), and Water, Land and Resource Stewardship (WLRS) have prepared this joint briefing
note for their respective Ministers given the cross-government approach to implementing
the Quw'utsun Nation/BC Government to Government Agreement. Minister-specific speaking
points and key messages are attached.

BACKGROUND:

e The Quw'utsun Nation/BC Government to Government Agreement (G2G Agreement) was
signed in September 2021, and established collaborative structures and priorities
between the parties with the goal of negotiating future agreements and resolving
disputes within the shared Quw’utsun territory.

e The G2G Agreement includes the establishment of the following engagement
structures to ensure timely, effective, and proactive communication and direction at
appropriate levels between the parties:

= Political Forum: responsible for guiding the relationship between the Parties,
providing strategic direction and oversight, and addressing disputes that
cannot be resolved elsewhere. This will include the Chiefs of each of the
Quw'utsun Nation member communities, the Minister of Indigenous
Relations and Reconciliation (IRR), the Minister of Forests (FOR), and the
Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship (WLRS). Other Ministers
can be invited to participate. It is intended to meet annually and to operate
by consensus on any decisions required.

= Solutions Forum: enables effective dispute resolution through early
identification and intervention on issues, providing effective conflict
management and support for implementing solutions. This will be
established when required and will likely include senior representatives of
the Parties (provincial Assistant Deputy Ministers).
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= Quw'utsun Nation - British Columbia Board: meets actively and oversees
implementation of all aspects of the Agreement, including all priorities
noted below, and negotiating further agreements. This includes three
representatives from the Province (Kathy DesRochers - FOR, Caitlin Dorward
- WLRS and Ron Strangway - MIRR), and three representatives from the
Quw'utsun Nation. Additional technical working groups are established as
needed.

¢ The first annual meeting of the Political Forum was held on June 29, 2022. The October
6, 2023, meeting is the second annual Political Forum.

e The Parties have identified the following initial priorities for the implementation of the
G2G Agreement:

o building understanding and seeking to advance reconciliation regarding the
national interests of the Quw'utsun Nation, including the implementation of
Quw'utsun Nation laws, traditions, customs, and practices;

o supporting the further advancement of Quw'utsun Nation self-
determination and self-government;

o identifying co-operative processes for decision-making and the resolution of
disputes;

o identifying economic and socio-cultural well-being opportunities; and

o other topics as may be agreed to by the Parties.
s. 16

e The G2G Agreement has proven to be an important tool for strategic Provincial
engagement with the Quw'utsun Nation collective.

Attachments:

Attachment 1 - QN-BC 2023 FOR Topics and Speaking Notes
Attachment 2 - Quw'utsun Nation - FOR Community Profile
Attachment 3 - S 13 8- 16,517

Attachment 4 - 5 135 16

PREPARED BY: REVIEWED BY:
Kathy DesRochers Initials Date
Director, Indigenous & Strategic Deputy Minister
Initiatives .
West Coast Region i;s&mate Lid
(250) 956-5093
RED SH 2023-09-26
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Quw'utsun Nation
COMMUNITY PROFILE
Ministry of Forests

COMMUNITY NAME: Quw'utsun Nation (ko-whuts-sun)

LOCATION: Cowichan Valley, Vancouver REGISTERED POPULATION: approx. 8405
Island, the Gulf Islands, the Sunshine Coast, (CIRNAC April 2023)
and the lower Fraser River

AREA: Coast REGION: West Coast, RED Sharon Hadway

MEMBER OF: All QN member First Nations, ADDRESS: N/A
with exception of Stz'uminus, are also

members of the Hul'qumi'num Treaty

Group (HTG)

KEY FACTS:

¢ The Quw'utsun Nation (QN) is a rights and title holding collective working together to
address the Nations' broader regional interests in the Cowichan and Ladysmith areas.
QN members are Cowichan Tribes, Halalt, Lyackson and Stz'uminus First Nations, and
Penelakut Tribe.

e QN is currently litigating against the Province, the City of Richmond, the Vancouver
Port Authority, Musqueam and Tsawwassen First Nations, for recognition of their
Aboriginal title and fishing rights in areas of the lower Fraser River, and a specific
village site known as “Tl'uqtinus”. The trial started September 9, 2019, and is expected
to conclude in late 2023. QN is represented by Woodward and Company LLP.

¢ The Cowichan Nation/BC Government to Government Agreement (G2G Agreement)
was signed in September 2021 and established collaborative structures and shared
priorities, with the goal of negotiating future agreements to further advance QN self-
determination and self-government, resolve disputes within the shared QN territory
and reduce the likelihood of future conflict and recourse to the courts.

¢ A Quw'utsun Nation/British Columbia Board has been established and meets regularly
to oversee implementation of all aspects of the G2G Agreement. A “Political Forum”
meeting is held annually and includes the Chiefs of each of the signatory First Nations,
the Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation (IRR), the Minister of Forests

(MOF), and the Minister of Water, Lands, and Resource Stewardship (WLRS).
s. 16

e S.13,s.16
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Quw'utsun Nation
COMMUNITY PROFILE
Ministry of Forests

s.13,s5.16

s. 13, s. 16, 5. 17

s. 16

e Quw'utsun Nation representatives have expressed their satisfaction with current
provincial government direction and their desire to advance the relationship through
collaborative projects.

GOVERNANCE:

Cowichan Tribes - Indian Act Band
e Elected Chief Lydia Hwitsum and 12 Elected Councillors
e Term February 26, 2022 to February 25, 2024

Halalt First Nation - Custom Electoral System
e Elected Chief James Thomas and 2 Elected Councillors
e Term September 13, 2023 to April 30, 2027

Lyackson First Nation - Custom Electoral System
e Hereditary Chief Richard Thomas and 2 Elected Councillors
e Term (for Councillors) July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2026

Penelakut Tribe - First Nations Elections Act System
o Elected Chief Joan Brown and 9 Elected Councillors
e Term February 20, 2020 to February 19, 2024

Stz’'uminus First Nation - Custom Electoral System
e Elected Chief John Elliott and 9 Elected Councillors

Page 2 of 6
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Quw'utsun Nation
COMMUNITY PROFILE
Ministry of Forests

e Term April 5, 2023 to April 2, 2026

TENURE, PARTNERSHIPS, AND PERFORMANCE:
5. 1b, 5. 17

Page 3 of 6
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Quw'utsun Nation
COMMUNITY PROFILE
Ministry of Forests

COMMUNITY ISSUES AND OTHER MINISTRY OF FORESTS INTERESTS:
s.13,s5.16

e Cowichan Tribes - CLIFF 272554 - Cowichan Weir
o September 14, 2023 Letter from Chief Lydia Hwitsum in her role as co-chair
of the Cowichan Watershed Board, requesting a meeting with WLRS and
FOR Ministers regarding the urgent need to replace the Cowichan River
weir. Issue was directed to WLRS for response given WLRS was now lead on

the file.

S 13,5.16
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Quw'utsun Nation
COMMUNITY PROFILE
Ministry of Forests

e Cowichan Tribes - CLIFF 274756 - Cowichan Lake Road Flooding Concerns
o June 20, 2023 EWN outlining that the flooding was the result of the
installation of an undersized replacement culvert by the landowner. The
ministry took no further action following assessment and encouraged
landowners to work together to address flooding concerns.
¢ Cowichan Tribes - CLIFF 274763 - Fish Stocking
o June 9, 2023 Letter from Chief Lydia Hwitsum urging FOR and WLRS to
restrict withdrawal of water from Cowichan River so as to improve survival
potential for salmon fry.
e S5.13,5.16

G2G AGREEMENTS REVENUE SOURCES/SHARING:

. §.13,s.16,5. 17

e Cowichan (Quw'utsun) Nation/British Columbia Government to Government
Agreement (2021)

e Hul'guml'num Treaty Group Transition to Stage 5 And Treaty Revitalization
Agreement (2019) (excludes Stz’uminus)

e Cowichan Tribes Forest & Range Consultation and Revenue Sharing Agreement
(2021) - FY23/24 Revenue Sharing Contribution = $881,864

e Halalt First Nation Forest & Range Consultation and Revenue Sharing Agreement
(2021) - FY23/24 Revenue Sharing Contribution = $73,495

e Lyackson First Nation Forest & Range Consultation and Revenue Sharing
Agreement (2021) - FY23/24 Revenue Sharing Contribution = $70,487

* Penelakut Tribe Forest & Range Consultation and Revenue Sharing Agreement
(2021) - FY23/24 Revenue Sharing Contribution = $188,979
¢ Penelakut/British Columbia Incremental Treaty Agreement (2020)

Page 5 of 6
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Quw'utsun Nation
COMMUNITY PROFILE
Ministry of Forests

e StZ'uminus First Nation Forest & Range Consultation Agreement (2023) - FY23/24
Revenue Sharing Contribution = $246,921

e StZ'uminus/British Columbia Reconciliation Agreement (2022)

Last Updated: September 24, 2023
Updated by: Kathy DesRochers

Page 6 of 6
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IEI CLIFF: 274765

MEETING BULLETS

DATE: September 26, 2023
PREPARED FOR: Honourable Bruce Ralston, Minister of Forests
TOPIC / ISSUE: Speaking Notes for Quw'utsun-BC Government to Government Agreement,

Annual Political Forum, October 6" 2023

BACKGROUND & KEY MESSAGES for MINISTRY OF FORESTS LED AND SHARED TOPICS

Strategic Engagement Agreement
Background

s. 16
.

e S5.13,s5.16

Key M FOR

¢ As the ‘authorizations ministry’, | am also pleased to hear about the progress made in clarifying,
and modernizing how we engage with each other on natural resource authorizations and
decisions. | too look forward to receiving updates on the implementation.

Key Message (IBR) — for reference
s. 16
L ]

Private Moorage
Background

s. 16

e S5.13,s.16

e S5.13,5.16
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e S 13,s.16

Key Message (FOR)

e Ministry of Forests understands the need for progress on the private moorage issue and

recognizes the complexity of the matter and its importance to Quw’utsun Nation.
e 5.13,5. 16

Key Message (WLRS) — for reference
. s.13,s.16

Shared Decision Making
Background

s. 16

Key M FOR
s. 16
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Flooding
Background

Regular major flooding occurs on Halalt's primary reserve, most recently in February 2020,
November/December 2021, and December 2022. All on-reserve Halalt community members and
many Cowichan Tribes community members were evacuated during the December 2021 flooding.
The Halalt and Lyackson Band Offices remain unusable.

The affected Nations continue to face substantial damage to housing and infrastructure,
exacerbating an existing housing shortage.

BC Wildfire crews and Canadian Military soldiers were deployed in December to assist with the
flood response.

Flood potential is very high on several reserves, and members of the Quw’utsun Nation are
seeking measures from BC and Canada to reduce future flood risk and build flood-resilient housing
on reserve.

e S 16

Key Message (FOR)

Forest harvesting operations on private managed forest lands are guided by the Private Managed
Forest Land Act that sets out management objectives for key public environmental values,
including fish habitat and water quality. Operators must also comply with the Water Sustainability
Act. Ministry of Forests Authorizations staff prioritize WSA approvals for instream remediation
and flood prevention works.

Key Message (IBR) — for reference

s.13,s. 16

Forestry and BC Timber Sales (BCTS)

Background

s. 16
L]
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s. 16

K

o UPDATE: We are implementing changes to the Forest & Range Practices Act that
reshape our forest management planning framework to one that is values-based and done
in partnership with Indigenous communities. This winter we expect to be rolling out an Old
Growth Action Plan, developed with First Nations, setting out how we will implement the 14
recommendations from the Old Growth Strategic Review, and we are working closely with
our colleagues in Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship in advancing work on
the Ecosystem Health and Biodiversity Framework.

M FOR

Our government is committed to a new integrated management approach for old growth that
provides for environmental, economic and reconciliation benefits.

Ministry of Forests is implementing a new vision for forest management, in partnership with
Indigenous Peoples — specifically forest landscape planning.

Ministry of Forests staff are keen to advance the forest tenure interests of the Quw’utsun Nation,
as volume and opportunities become available.

We view partnerships between Quw’utsun Nation and BCTS as a sound mechanism to increase
Quw’utsun Nation participation in the short-term and to facilitate an orderly transition as lands are
transferred in the future.

Koksilah Watershed Sustainability Plan
Background

The Koksilah Watershed (Xwulgw'selu Sta'lo") is located south of Duncan and within the traditional
territories of Cowichan Tribes and other First Nations. It is important to the identity of Quw’utsun
Peoples who use it for fishing, harvesting, and hunting. It is also valuable for fish, wildife, foresty,
agriculture, and recreation. Critically low summer flows are threatening these values.

Work toward watershed co-management has been underway since 2019 and was formalized in May
2023 via a G2G agreement between Cowichan Tribes and BC (WLRS, FOR and AG). The
Xwulgu’selu Watershed Planning Agreement (S-xats-thut tst, We Agree) commits the parties to work
together to develop a Water Sustainability Plan and other stewardship initiatives.

4 of 5

FOR-2024-40037 , Page 321 of 334



e Water Sustainability Plans are an important tool in the Water Sustainability Act to address numerous
watershed concerns and opportunities. The Koksilah Water Sustainability Plan will be the first of its
kind in BC. In accordance with Cowichan Tribes’ vision, it will address concerns related to water
availability, low flows, critical fish habitat, and Indigenous cultural resources.

Key Message (FOR)

¢ The Ministry of Forests will be supporting this innovative work by providing scientific and technical
expertise related to hydrology and authorizations to help ensure feasibility and executability of
provisions arising from the Watershed Sustainability Plan.

Key Message (WLRS) — for reference
e The Province is pleased to have entered into a G2G agreement with Cowichan Tribes to
formalize our commitment to co-develop a Water Sustainability Plan for the Koksilah Watershed.

We recognizes that this work is critical due to the importance of the Watershed to the identity
and culture of Quw'utsun Peoples, and the many other values that the Watershed supports.

e Water Sustainability Plans are an innovative new tool to address concerns related to ecological,
economic, and cultural values and the Koksilah Watershed Sustainability Plan will be the first of
its kind in BC. We are confident that our Government to Government agreement provides a
solid foundation for ensuring that Cowichan Tribes' priorities are well reflected in the Plan, and
look forward to working together on its development through 2026.

PREPARED BY:

Kathy DesRochers

Director, Indigenous & Strategic Initiatives
West Coast Region

(250) 956-5093

S of5
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CLIFF: 276663

o~

BRITISH | Ministryof
COLUMBIA | Forests

BRIEFING NOTE FOR INFORMATION

DATE: October 10, 2023
PREPARED FOR: Honourable Bruce Ralston, Minister of Forests
ISSUE: Increased demand to manage backcountry road closures in the province’s highest

population areas in southwest BC.

BACKGROUND:

« Ministry of Forests (FOR) District Managers are faced with increased pressure from local
governments, First Nations, user groups, stakeholders and individual citizens requesting the
closure of backcountry roads under the ministry’s jurisdiction (e.g., Forest Service Roads
(FSR) or road permit roads), to protect the province’s wilderness and backcountry areas.

e The 2023 wildfire season has underscored the public’s interest in protecting these values.

e By contrast, FOR often faces criticism from the public when the use of backcountry roads is
restricted and public’s access to Crown land is constrained (e.qg., recreational uses, cultural
purposes, and other non-timber harvesting uses).

e Although closures are issued throughout the province and typically associated with existing
wildfire management, District Managers in Coast Area face the highest level of scrutiny and
demand because of population density in the area.

e Any decision to implement a backcountry restriction is not made lightly, and risks to the public
are constantly being evaluated relative to economic risks and stakeholder concerns when
determining acceptable levels of access.

¢ Many remote Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities and residences rely on
backcountry roads as their primary access, and many local businesses and seasonal tourism
operators rely on access to the backcountry,

e ltis important for the province to maintain access for the public whenever safely possible,
allowing use of Crown lands.

e The public also serves an important role in helping to report wildfires, and other hazards.

DISCUSSION:

Backcountry road closure process

The Forest and Range Practices Act (FRPA) and the Forest Service Road Use Regulation, provide
the tools that enable District Managers to restrict access to Crown Land to address imminent threats
to property, public health and safety and/or the environment and are typically applied specific to
inherent road conditions or use, sometimes in conjunction with other related orders.

In order to limit the risk of a wildfire, road closures can be considered under the Wildfire Act by the BC
Wildfire Service (BCWS). District Managers work in coordination with BCWS to help inform their
decisions regarding potential road closures, including, daily risk evaluation using a combination of
weather forecasts and other modelling approaches.

Decisions to close roads often limit the public’s right to Crown land and in some cases has led to
litigation. When a closure is being considered, District staff prefer to first work with others, including
local governments, First Nations and experts, to identify potential risks and then educate the public. It
is only once all other options have been exhausted or the risks are too high that a closure may be
issued.

1 of3
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Current Issues

Where possible, District Managers try to work with local governments, First Nations and other
agencies to manage rather than completely restrict access. This may require involvement of First
Nation Guardians and local government resources to support an inform, record and report approach.
Subject to resourcing and staff availability, other tools that could assist include working with
Conservation Officers and NROs to patrol and issue tickets.

District Managers can face additional complications when managing a backcountry closure request
from a First Nation. In addition to assessing the imminent threats to the public safety and/or the
environment, the District Manager must also consider the Nation’s values that are present on the
landscape, including cultural and ecosystem values. The District may also be in active land
management conversations with the Nation, adding further pressure to the District Manager’s
decision to close a backcountry road.

FOR maintains consistent messaging in response to interested road users to open or close roads,
which is to follow the recommendations of BCWS or other ministry technical experts, and that a
closure represents a significant decision that is only implemented in extreme circumstances.

Road closures often lead to a high volume of exemptions from a variety of non-recreational users,
such as commercial recreation operators, miners, ranchers, other utility operators such as BC Hydro.
If an exemption is granted, there is limited capacity on the ground to monitor the road gates to ensure
the exemption is properly being utilized. Further, responding to the high volume of exemption
requests adds an added administrative burden to the District staff.

Enforcement of the closure orders falls to the Natural Resource Officers (NROs). NROs are tasked
with monitoring a vast coastal area, and their current capacity to enforce closures while fulfilling their
compliance mandate with other legislation (i.e., drought orders) would be impossible in a year such as
20283. This could question the efficacy of the closure and may contribute to a District Manager's
decision whether to issue a backcountry closure.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: N/A

MINISTRY RESPONSE:

e The Province makes every attempt to maintain access to backcountry roads for the public to
enjoy where it is safe to do so.

e Wildfire risk is one consideration for backcountry road closures. District Managers on advice
from the BC Wildfire Service (BCWS), rarely issue a closure, as BCWS views the public as
serving an important role in helping to report wildfires.

* When considering a closure, District Managers will work with others, including First Nations,
local governments and the BCWS, to assess potential risks and then educate the public
and/or collaboratively manage access.

e The first priority is keeping people safe, however, if conditions reach an unacceptable risk
level, a backcountry road restriction may be considered.

PREPARED BY: REVIEWED BY:
D’Arcy Stewart

Initials Date
A/DM EOD 10/27/2024
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Director Associate DM

Coast Area EFO SM 10/20/2024
778) 698-3463 ADM SF 10/19/2024
( ) Program Dir/Mgr.
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BRIEFING NOTE FOR INFORMATION

DATE: Oct. 4, 2023
PREPARED FOR: Minister Bruce Ralston
ISSUE: Update on Wildlife Management and the North Area Wildlife Strategy

BACKGROUND:

« Government is committed to working towards wildlife co-management guided by the Together
for Wildlife Strategy.

e Government has made committed to Indigenous Nations across the North Area to advance
co-management and shared decision making.

e In support of these commitments, and to establish clear and concise approaches going
forward, the North Area Wildlife Strategy (NAWS) was created in the winter of 2022/23.

e NAWS is a FOR/WLRS collaboration that aims to establish strategic direction and consistency
in wildlife decision making and First Nations engagement across the three northern regions
(Skeena, Omineca and Peace).

e Initial lessons learned and guidance for NAWS in the development phase was provided in
January 2023 as it explored regulatory certainty in the north (see Appendix 1: CLIFF 273587).

DISCUSSION

The 2022 northeast hunting regulation change process (as a result of the Supreme Court Decision on
Yahey) provided valuable learnings regarding Indigenous and public engagement design and the
importance of strong decision rationales.

The resulting regulatory decision reduced both moose hunting and hunter density by 50%, eliminated
caribou hunting, and included a ministerial commitment to re-visit the decision for the 2024 season. In
addition, the 2022 decision creates concerns from stakeholders and First Nations with respect to
shifting hunter effort, as well as expectations at other government-to-government tables, and a cross-
northern approach is necessary to help align these processes.

Since January, regional and branch staff from both WLRS and FOR have been collaborating through
NAWS on applying a principles-based approach leading up to the 2024 hunting regulatory cycle (see
Appendix 2 for additional context). This work included intensive co-development through
Spring/Summer 2023. In support of this work, a North Area Wildlife Strategy Director position has
been created to help coordinate this work across ministries and regions, along with dedicated staff
commitments to support both research and outreach.

This work is coordinating regulatory engagement across existing First Nations engagements in the
North Area, including the Treaty 8 Wildlife Working Group (TBWWG) table in the Peace, and the 3N-
BC Collaborative Stewardship Forum (CSF) in the Skeena.

As part of this process, specific approaches have been taken, including:

e Invitations to First Nations to co-develop regulatory proposals at the regional level.

e Focus on cultural/high use areas for specific action, with an effort to provide a greater degree
of management and reduced hunter density (through proposals for targeted closures or
Limited Entry Hunt zones), while differentiating them from less used, back country areas to
remain on General Open Season.

1 of3
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¢ Maintaining regulatory window to match with the 2024 regulation cycle, ensuring full
consultation can occur with affected stakeholders unless an emergency management concern
is identified.

Additional NAWS work includes undertaking baseline reporting for the 3 northern regions, identify
gaps, weaving together commitments into our everyday work, setting work priorities and expanding
our communications with First Nations and Stakeholders in a more transparent manner.

s. 16

In addition to the specific challenges flowing from the northeast decision, Indigenous engagement
around the Province (including outside of the north) has demonstrated the need for principles-based
engagement. Concepts being applied for NAWS have potential to be exported (with some
adjustments) to the central, south and coastal parts of the province.

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:

A commitment of 10 FTEs has been made, of which four are currently filled (Band 4, 50% of a Band 3
and two Bio 27s). Two more are underway. These positions are currently embedded in region.

NEXT STEPS:

e Underway: A pan-northern regulatory package has been shared with First Nations and key
regional stakeholders in late August.

o Fall 2023: Regulatory proposals will receive review by Fish and Wildlife Branch against
existing policy. High profile or complex proposals will be provided to Minister Ralston as part
of an early information note, and a briefing opportunity will be available.

e December/January 2023/24: Following Branch review, supported proposals will go forward as
part of the full Provincial regulatory package for public review.

» Spring 2024: Regulatory package to Minister Ralston for final review and possible approval.

e Summer/Fall 2025: Broader discussions begin leading to 2026 regulatory approaches,
building in lessons-learned, and leveraging momentum from any 2024 successes to an
enduring and principles-driven wildlife management regime.

APPENDIX:
e Appendix 1: CLIFF: 273587
e Appendix 2: Regulatory cycle primer
e Appendix 3: Power Point Presentation

PREPARED BY: REVIEWED BY:
Initials Date
Logan Wenham DM
; 9 Associate DM
Director ADM_IROD
Fish and Wildlife Branch, IROD ADM. North
(778) 698-9221 ED RE Oct 11, 2023
Program Dir/Mgr. Lw October 4, 2023
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NATURAL RESOURCE SECTOR — JOINT MINISTRY INFORMATION NOTE

Date: Jan 24, 2023
CLIFF: 273587

PREPARED FOR: Matt Austin, Assistant Deputy Minister, Ministry of Forests, Mike
Hykaway Assistant Deputy Minister, Ministry of Forests, and David
Muter, Assistant Deputy Minister, Ministry of Water, Land and Resource
Stewardship

ISSUE: Guidance for the 2024 North Area Hunting Regulation Change Process

BACKGROUND:

e The 2022 northeast hunting regulation change process was driven by government-to-
government negotiations associated with the court declared infringement of Blueberry River
First Nation (BRFN) treaty rights.

¢ Government is committed to working towards wildlife co-management guided by the Together
Jor Wildlife Strategy.

e Government has made specific commitments to Indigenous Nations across the North Area for
advancing co-management and shared decision making.

e The North Area is in the initial stages of adapting by creating a North Area Wildlife Co-
Management Strategy to develop the knowledge, skills, and abilities for successful
implementation of wildlife co-management and shared decision making.

e This note affirms interim direction for the North Area Directors, Resource Management for
guiding the 2024 hunting regulation change process.

DISCUSSION:

The 2022 northeast hunting regulation change process provided valuable learnings regarding
Indigenous and public engagement design and the value of strong decision rationales. Recreating or
expanding the approaches employed there without careful consideration of inter-regional negotiation
tables and stakeholder impacts would be problematic.

The 2022 northeast hunting regulatory decision (hereinafter referred to as ‘the 2022 Decision’) to
reduce both moose hunting and hunter density by 50% and eliminate caribou hunting must be re-
visited for the 2024 season as per ministerial commitment. It is plausible that hunting opportunity for
BC licenced moose hunting in the northeast will be the same or less for the 2024 hunting season. S 16

The pressure to make further regulatory changes will grow and are also influenced by the BRFN
Agreement, the Treaty 8 Agreement, and the Tahltan Wildlife Accord - each committing the Province
to work towards wildlife co-management and shared decision making. A coordinated approach is
required to avoid unintended outcomes related to shifting hunting effort to open seasons, or
expectations at government-to-government tables regarding both the scope and time frame of proposed
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regulatory change. The following lessons from the 2022 Decision inform the subsequent proposed
guidelines to enable coordination across regions.

Lesson 1: Way of Life Analysis

Despite the Yahey decision not being expressly critical of hunting management, there is a transferable
lesson found in the ‘way of life’ concept underpinning the Treaty 8 right to hunt, fish and trap. The
way of life concept can help evolve hunting management to holistically assess the impact of Provincial
hunting authorizations on Indigenous Nations. Hunting management strategies considering the
biophysical (wildlife populations, habitat), geospatial (significance of certain areas to FNs), and
socio/cultural/experiential (knowledge relevant and applicable etc.) aspects of Indigenous Nations
rights are likely in line with the Court’s characterization of ‘way of life’ in Yahey” (MAG, 2022). The
way of life analysis has the potential to guide the transition to a provincial co-management system.

Lesson 2: Engagement

There were three problematic aspects of the engagement process in support of the 2022 Decision.
First, the process commenced after the rest of the provincial engagement on hunting regulation change
proposals occurred, which surprised many stakeholders and precluded opportunity for mitigating
shifting effort issues. Second, ramifications from outlying regions were not captured, despite intense
and inclusive engagement at the regional level. Third, the process and timelines were very challenging
for refining the proposal and demonstrating responsiveness to feedback from stakeholders.

Lesson 3: Rationale

The legitimacy of hunting management is contingent upon many things, but one of the most important
is transparent decision rationales. The gravity of the Treaty infringement was not lost on stakeholders,
but the scope of the decision was not seen as proportionate to the cause or the geographic scope of the
Treaty infringement. In addition, although hunting was not specifically identified as a cause of
declining wildlife populations, hunting does contribute to complex land use conflict resulting in the
interference of Treaty rights. Moreover, the decision was publicly framed as a short-term decision
until better information could be gathered, including Indigenous Knowledge. There is a public
expectation, through the Together for Wildlife Strategy and through correspondence to stakeholders,
that wildlife related decisions are evidence-based decisions. Evidence based decisions support strong
decision rationales, which in turn maintains the legitimacy of the hunting management system as it
transitions towards co-management.

CONCLUSION:
Proposed Guidelines for North Area 2024 Hunting Regulation Change Coordination

1) Director responsible for North Area Wildlife Strategy is responsible for coordinating proposals
across the North Area and the various co-management forums.

2) Regulation change proposals that are potentially more restrictive than may be required for
meeting established conservation guidance, must include a measure of success and a
monitoring plan, so they can be tied to clear objectives.

3) All proposals must go through a regional and a provincial engagement and approval process.

4) Proposals must include applicable operational requirements including resourcing and timing.

5) Regional engagement processes must be inclusive, meaningful, and end by October 2023.
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6) Regional Manager cannot forward a proposal to the Director of Fish and Wildlife without a

rationale.

Contact: Alternate Contact: Prepared by:
ADM: Mike Hyvkaway Name: Name:David Skerik DRM. MoF
Div: North Area Div/Region/Branch: Region:Skeena
Phone: 778-698-2367 Phone: Phone:250-847-0330

Reviewed by Initials Date
DM
DMO
ADM MA Feb 14, 2023
PRGM Dir./Mgr. DS Jan 24, 2023
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REGULATORY PRIMER — WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

Accommodating Indigenous Rights

Prior to the allocation of hunting opportunities, conservation priorities and Indigenous hunting
rights are considered.
Every 5 years (or more frequently when need arises) staff engage Indigenous Nations on hunting
harvest objectives based on the following:

» population status (population estimate and demographics)

» species conservation needs (natural recruitment and mortality)

« human caused non-hunting mortality (road, rail, poaching)

* Indigenous harvest estimate
Recommendations for hunting opportunities for both resident and non-resident (guided hunts)
are then developed.
This culminates into a recommended regulation package every two years, that are designed to
meet species conservation objectives and indigenous interests.

Table 1: Post - Indigenous Harvest: Wildlife Allocation means the distribution of sustainable hunting
opportunity in BC to licenced hunters.

Allocated Hunts — Limited Entry Hunts (LEH) Unallocated Hunts - General Open Season (GOS)
Hunts

Are developed where demand for *  Supply of sustainable hunting
hunting outstrips the supply of opportunity outstrips demand for
sustainable hunting opportunity, hunting opportunity,
5-year harvest objectives are set (number * No 5-year harvest objectives.
of animals that can be harvested) and * Hunting authorizations are not limited,
determine the allocation of hunting instead hunting success is managed for
opportunity. conservation by season lengths, bag
Hunting authorizations then awarded via limits, animal sex and age and antler
a lottery system (Limited entry hunts). restrictions.

Table 2: Overview of Hunting Management

I - S L S

Monitoring and Assessment

Species Inventory Updates species population and Every 5 years (risk managed)

demographic trends and estimates.

Hunter surveys & reports Updates estimates on hunting effort, ~ Annually

success, and compliance.

Adaptive Decision Making

Allocation Decision Sets predictable supply of hunting Every 5 years

opportunity for all hunters.

BC Licencing Decisions Authorizes hunting to meet harvest Annually

objectives set by Allocation Decision.

BC Regulatory Decisions Varies hunts to meet allocation Biennially (unless exigent
objectives or species conservation circumstance)
concern.
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Table 3: Primary Status Quo Hunting Management Decisions

Allocation Decision * Policy Decision guided by  Director of Wildlife Sets sustainable hunting
Allocation Policy. level for a 5 year period
for residentand non-
resident hunters.

Limited El‘ltl'v » StatutoryDecision guided Director of Wildlife * Sets the annual limiton
Hunti by LEH Regulation, hunting authorizations by
unting Allocation Policy and resident hunters.
Indigenous Knowledge
Guide Outfitter » Statutory Decision guided Director of Wildlife * Authorizes commercial
Licen nd Quot by Wildlife Act, Allocation guiding and limits non-
cencea uota Policy and Indigenous resident hunting.
Knowledge
Biennial Hunting * Regulatory Decision for Minister/Cabinet (delegated =+ Season lengths/types
- imiting huntingin to Minister * Bag limits
Regulation Changes limiting hunting inister) g limi
guiats g relation to management * Range of LEH
or conservation concerns authorizations

* Antlerrestrictions
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Wildlife Hunting
Management

FOR Wildlife Allocation and Reconciliation
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Intended outcome

* Update of 2022 NE wildlife decisions and implications
3512
*» Discussion on the North Area Wildlife Strategy

» Discussion on proposed principles to address current wildlife
pressures and policy issues
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Background on 2022 NE wildlife decisions

¢ In 2022, within the negotiations with Blueberry River First Nation (BRFN)
and Treaty 8 (T8) Nations post Yahey decision, an agreement to reduce the
number of hunters and moose harvested by 50% was supported

* This outcome was based on hunter effort, not data or inventory

* To effect this result, the open seasons for Moose and Caribou were closed
over the majority of the BRFN and T8 territories

* Stakeholders and staff have been challenged by these decisions due to the
lack of population or harvest evidence for reaching them
u5-.10
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Next steps/Solutions

s. 12
L ]

* FOR and WLRS have convened and resourced a wildlife strategy
(North Area Wildlife Strategy or “NAWS”)

* This strategy proposes an approach and principles informed by
BRFN/T8 negotiation outcomes

» This approach involves supporting an engagement with Nations to co-
design the system of how we inform hunting regulatory decisions, but
to do so on a principled and evidence basis
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North Area Wildlife Strategy

* Purpose:
» to develop an integrated Together for Wildlife implementation plan.

* Goal:

* to guide evolution of the hunting management regime to address the
pressures arising from Indigenous case law/expectations and the BRFN/T8
outcomes.

* What:
* Guidance to support staff in their work with Nations and stakeholders
» Establishment of defendable principles for the system and decisions

FOR-2024-40037 , Page 53 of 334




B. L3

FOR-2024-40037

F

Page 54 of 334



Early examples

1. Fontas (Peace): Proposed cultural closure
2. Tahltan and Kaska Moose (Skeena): LEH for high use areas
3. TaklaMoose (Omineca): Divided LEH zones across the rut

4. Atlin Moose: LEH for high use areas s 10
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MEETING BULLETS

DATE: October 5, 2023
PREPARED FOR: Honourable Bruce Ralston, Minister of Forests
REGARDING: Meeting with AFRY Management Consulting

INTRODUCTIONS: Julie MacDougall, Executive Director, Strategic Initiatives

Gustavo Oliveira, Dir., Innovation, Bioeconomy and Indigenous Opportunities

STRATEGIC CONSIDERATION AND KEY MESSAGES:

e The ministry has a long-term commitment to BC forest

bioeconomy with a focus on developing and manufacturing high
value bioproducts derived from BC forest biomass.

The ministry supports various research organizations such as
UBC’s Bioproducts Institute and FPInnovations to develop
innovative bioproducts in six strategic focus areas including
lignin, biocomposites, textiles, biochemicals and biomedical
materials, and packaging.

The ministry collaborates closely with industry partners including
BC BioAlliance, First Nations, federal government agencies and
international organizations to advance and commercialize these
innovative, high value bioproducts.

BACKGROUND:

AFRY Management Consulting (AFRY), headquartered in Stockholm, Sweden, is a
renowned global management consulting firm operating in over 50 countries. It was
formed in 2019 through the merger of Angpanneféreningen (AF) and PSyry, combining
their engineering and consulting expertise.

AFRY has over 600 consultants and 19,000 experts across 20+ offices globally, within
the fields of pulp & paper, chemicals, bio-based solutions & biorefining, mining,
infrastructure and energy operating across the world.

AFRY offers a wide range of services, including strategy and management consulting,
sustainability and ESG consulting, digitalization and technology consulting, financial
and transaction advisory, as well as energy and infrastructure consulting.

AFRY's Canadian operations, located in Montreal and Quebec, have a rich history
since their incorporation in February 1994, with over 800 executed engineering
mandates, spanning strategic planning to project management.

AFRY acquired KSH, a Canadian consulting, engineering, and project delivery
services company in May 2023, expanding its global presence in decarbonization,
energy, and biobased materials.
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e AFRY has developed a comprehensive market entry strategy for the BC BioAlliance
focusing on bio-based foam products. This strategy underscores the ripe market for
investment and emphasizes the critical prerequisites for market entry, including a
cohesive platform that the BC BioAlliance should act as, well-defined objectives, and a
long-term funding commitment. This strategy is attached.

PREPARED BY: REVIEWED BY:
William Bi Initials Date
. ] . DM
Senior Bio-Economist RSSTCEE DN
IBIO A/ADM AN Oct 4, 2023
(778) 974-2411 Program Dir/Mgr. GO Oct 3, 2023
2

FOR-2024-40037 , Page 57 of 334



AFRY

AF POYRY

FOR-2024-40037 , Page 58 of 334



Bio-Based Foam Products
- Market Entry Strategy

Final Report

DECEMBER 141, 2021

AFRY

AF POYRY
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All rights reserved. No part of this document may be reproduced in any form or by
any means without permission in writing from AFRY.
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BRIEFING NOTE FOR INFORMATION

DATE: September 28, 2023

PREPARED FOR: Honourable Bruce Ralston, Minister of Forests

ISSUE: Carbon impacts from salvage logging.
BACKGROUND:

o Wildfires are part of the natural dynamics of many forest ecosystems in British Columbia (BC).
However, the frequency, severity, and scale of wildfires has increased in recent years due in
part to past management, mountain pine beetle impacts, and climate change.

e Forms of salvage logging, or the harvesting of residual dead trees post-disturbance, are
common management tactics applied to burned forests. Motivation for salvage logging can be
to recover economic value from dead timber, to rehabilitate severely disturbed forests, or a
combination of management objectives.

* Some salvage of wildfire impacted stands is carried out by BC Timber Sales in partnership
with the Forest Investment Program. BCTS develops and markets damaged trees as
Innovative Timber Sale Licenses so that the overstory of damaged stands can be removed
and forests can be promptly re-established.

DISCUSSION:

Salvage logging in wildfire-burned stands can have complex and variable implications for forest
carbon dynamics. The effects depend on several factors, including the severity of the wildfire,
effectiveness of reforestation, and type of wood products being produced. Salvage logging provides a
relative carbon benefit when it replaces green tree harvesting.

Fire severity:

High severity fires can cause significant mortality in mature trees, as well as reduce natural seed
sources and impact the ability of a stand to regenerate itself. In these circumstances, salvage logging
followed by tree planting may help to reestablish a productive stand in a shorter period after the fire
than if left to regenerate naturally, increasing carbon sequestration and long-term storage.

After a low severity fire, there may be sufficient natural seed source and advanced regeneration to
regrow the stand successfully without the need for tree planting or rehabilitation. In these stands,
there is less long-term carbon benefit in planting a new cohort of trees, and salvage operations may
damage natural regeneration. While a naturally regenerated stand may store carbon, it may not be as
well suited for other forest values such as timber production.

rbon emissions from green-tree harvesting:
Logging causes a decrease in total ecosystem carbon immediately following harvesting. While some
carbon is stored in harvested wood products, that “embodied carbon” eventually decays over time as
wood products move from use to landfill (see below). Meanwhile, at the harvest site, decomposition
will occur in the forest floor and soils, resulting in increased emissions. Harvesting overall causes
forests to be net sources of emissions, even in years following harvest.

1 of3
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Harvesting of green or r i.e. salvage logging):
Compared to green-tree harvesting, salvage logging has a positive climate benefit. The climate
benefit depends on the extent to which green trees are included in harvest from salvage logging.

In some cases, salvage logging may remove both living and dead trees. As discussed above, removal
of live trees not only causes a reduction in stored ecosystem carbon, but also a decrease in the
carbon sequestration rate of the stand post-harvest. This reduced rate combined with an increase in
emissions from decomposition of harvest residuals can cause a stand to be a net source of emissions
for years after salvage. Focusing salvage to only removing dead trees can allow remnant live trees to
continue sequestering carbon and reduce the time for the stand to return to a net sink. Select
harvesting also provides other potential values like wildlife habitat.

Salvage logging produces less emission per unit of wood product when it replaces harvesting of
green trees as dead trees are no longer sequestering additional carbon while green trees are.
Salvage logging can therefore provide a source of fibre for timber production while leaving live trees
to continue to store more carbon on the land base.

Storage in harvested wood products:

Harvesting involves the transfer of carbon from ecosystem carbon pools (i.e. live and dead trees) to
harvested wood products, where a portion of the original stored carbon will remain sequestered for
the lifetime of that product. Longer lived wood products will result in greater amounts of long-term
carbon storage than shorter lived products such as pulp or bioenergy. Therefore, if salvaged materials
can be made into longer lived products, the long-term carbon emissions from harvesting can be
reduced. About a third of BC’s harvest is made into long-lived products.

Forest regeneration:

The rate and success of forest regeneration following salvage logging can influence carbon dynamics.
Stand growth starts off slow following harvest because it takes time for seedlings to build the crowns
and root networks needed to gather light, water, and nutrients. As planted seedlings and natural
ingress establish, trees will accumulate carbon in stemwood and coarse roots for decades to
centuries. If new trees are planted or natural regeneration occurs quickly after salvage, carbon uptake
can begin to offset emissions from logging and post-harvest decomposition and return the stand to a
net sink of carbon in a shorter period. Planting diverse genotypes and species can lead to more
robust growth and greater resilience to pests, disease, drought, and climate change.

If worker safety and stand growing conditions allow, seedlings can be planted underneath a post-
wildfire dead overstory (i.e. no salvage), thus avoiding the emissions associated with harvesting while
establishing a new productive cohort of trees. This practice is often called underplanting and has
been successfully implemented by the Forest Carbon Initiative (now Forest Investment Program) for
the past five years. The standing dead canopy can enhance regeneration capacity both by being a
source of nutrients into the soil as it decomposes, and by providing planted seedling with microsite
protection from heat and drought. Leaving the dead canopies also serves to direct rainfall and
snowmelt into the soil and provides structural diversity across the landscape. This makes
underplanting particularly effective in areas that are at risk of hydrophobic soils, landslides, or spring
floods, and where species-at-risk habitat is a management focus.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
Not applicable.
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SUMMARY:

The carbon dynamics of salvage logging in wildfire-burned stands are site-specific and can vary
widely. Because of the trade-offs between harvest emissions, decomposition, and increased
productivity from post-harvest planting, it is imperative that forest managers consider these trade-offs
when selecting appropriate salvage treatments and consider alternative treatments such as
underplanting. When salvage logging replaces the harvesting of live trees, it results in less carbon
emission per unit of timber produced.

Attachment(s):

PREPARED BY: REVIEWED BY:

Garrett McLaughlin Initials Date

Forest Carbon Technical Advisor Lbl - MS Oct 17, 2023
Associate DM

Forest Carbon and Climate Services EEO S Oci17 2023
Branch ADM SB Oct 12, 2023
778-974-5619 Program Dir/Mgr. JB Sept 24, 2023
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BRIEFING NOTE FOR INFORMATION

DATE: October 16, 2023

PREPARED FOR: Honourable Bruce Ralston, Minister of Forests

ISSUE: Public Announcement of Provincial Support through Treaty for Tenure Transactions
between Western Forest Products and K'omoks, Tlowitsis, We Wai Kai and Wei
Wai Kum Nations.

BACKGROUND:

e Four Nanwakolas Nations including the K'omoks, Tlowitsis, We Wai Kai and Wei Wai Kum are
all in stage 5 tripartite treaty negotiations with the Ministry of Indigenous Relations and
Reconciliation (MIRR), on behalf of the province and Canada.

e Collectively the Nation territories fully overlap Tree Farm Licence 39 Block 2, held by Western
Forest Products (WFP). TFL 39 Block 2 has an allowable annual cut of 905,000 cubic metres
(m?).

e In March 2023 through separate Interim Treaty Agreements (ITAs) with each Nation, the
province committed approximately $30 million to support a purchase of a combined stake of
34% of TFL 39 Block 2. This volume would be incremental to existing tenures held by the
Nations, and will result in each Nation holding a total of 20% of the harvest level in their
territories.

¢ On October 24, 2023 the province, represented by the Premier and the Honourable Murray
Rankin will be announcing the ITA agreements jointly with the Nations and WFP, including
details on the intended acquisitions that will be financially supported by the province, and the
intention to transfer this forest tenure to a new Limited Partnership (LP), held by WFP and the

4 Nations.
s. 13,s. 16

DISCUSSION:

The Nanwakolas Nations involved in this transaction and WFP have long history of working closely
together in the management of TFL 39 Block 2. The tenure area overlaps these Nations exclusively
and is a natural fit for their interest in securing 20% of the AAC in their territories.

WFP has demonstrated a willingness to partner with Nations through an ownership structure of their
TFLs through a LP model. The proposed arrangement is similar to the LP between WFP and Huu-ay-
aht Nation for ownership of TFL 44.

The completion of the transactions will take time as there are two separate statutory decisions
including a subdivision of TFL 39 Block 2 from the rest of TFL 39 and then a tenure disposition of the

tenure to the new LP. These decisions are held by the Assistant Deputy Minister for Integrated
Resource Operations and the Minister respectively.

1 of2
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There may be concern raised that a public announcement involving the Premiers office may influence

the statutory process of these decisions. It should be recognized that entering into government-to-
government agreements that require future statutory decisions in not uncommon. Such is the case
for all direct award tenures to First Nations. FOR professional staff, understand the legislated
requirements and will ensure due process to allow decision makers to remain unfettered. Staff from
Regional Operations and Forest Tenures Branch have been working directly with the parties to
ensure the steps and processes related to these decisions are fully understood.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:

The funding commitments to support the tenures acquisition was secured under MIRR treaty
mandate in 2023.

It's anticipated that the new LP with Nations will provide a new level of certainty of operations
and economic development of TFL 39 Block 2.

NEXT STEPS:

Following the public announcement on October 24, 2023, WFP and the Nations will submit a
formal application to subdivide TFL 39 Block 2 from the rest of TFL 39 and transfer the new
TFL to a newly formed LP between the Nations and WFP.

FOR will initiate First Nations consultation on the necessary statutory decision under the
Forest Act with all Nations whose traditional territory overlaps TFL 39.

FOR will further initiate public engagement on the transaction and complete an assessment of
marketing of fibre test.

Following the completion of this work, detailed briefing materials for each of the statutory
decisions will be provided to the ADM of Integrated Resource Operations and the Minister
respectively. This process is expected to take between 4-6 months. All parties are aware of
the Forest Act requirements to be able to provide the subdivision and the transfer.

PREPARED BY: REVIEWED BY:
Initials Date
Randy Husband EM -
Director of Pricing and Tenures Esl%oc'a‘e
West Coast Region ADM (IROD)
(250) 739-8352 ADM (Coast) Oct 16, 2023
sf
RED (WCR) SH Oct 16, 2023
Program Dir/Mgr. RGH Oct 16, 2023
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BRIEFING NOTE FOR DECISION

DATE: September 27, 2023
PREPARED FOR: Minister of Forests, Bruce Ralston
ISSUE: Approve the delivery of a Climate and Carbon Provincial Workshop hosted by the

Office of the Chief Forester, Forest Carbon and Climate Services Branch.

RECOMMENDED OPTION: Host a Climate and Carbon Provincial Workshop

BACKGROUND:

e The proposed Climate and Carbon Provincial Workshop builds on the premiere’s priority of
“building a clean economy that addresses our obligations to combat climate change by driving
down emissions ..."

e The Ministry of Forests (FOR) Priorities directs us to support CleanBC Roadmap to 2030 goals
and advance BC'’s Forests in climate change mitigation and adaptation.

e The Forest Carbon and Climate Services Branch (FCCSB), in the Office of the Chief Forester
Division (OCF), is leading the adaptation and mitigation work for the ministry including:

o Launching the Future Forest Ecosystem Centre for decision support

Implementing Forest Carbon Offset Protocol 2.0

Assisting Climate Action and Implementation Planning

Guiding Carbon and Climate integration in the Forest Landscape Planning process

Researching climate change impacts

Carbon emission reporting

O 0O 0O 0O O

DISCUSSION:

Climate change literacy is a key factor to successful implementation of this urgent and complex work.
While the FCCSB is leading these programs there are variable depths of knowledge across the
ministry. It is imperative that we partner collaboratively across the province to understand the
implications of climate change and carbon emissions and integrate research and analysis into forest
management practices including legislation, policy, regulation, and decision support.

The proposed Climate and Carbon Provincial Workshop will include internal partners from the regions
and districts, Natural Resource Ministry staff from Water, Land, and Resource Stewardship (WLRS),
Ministry of Environment Climate Action Secretariat (ENV CAS), and Indigenous Relations and
Reconciliation (IRR). External invitees could include University of BC (UBC), Forest Enhancement
Society of BC, Natural Resources Canada, Pacific Institute of Climate Solutions, and FPInnovations.

Objectives of the workshop are to

1. Create space for dialogue between practitioners, researchers, policy and decision makers.

2. Enhance literacy of Climate and Carbon including forest carbon sinks and the impact of
climate change on BC's forest ecosystems

3. Entrench climate action planning into FOR business (including BCWS and BCTS) and with
key partners across the NRM - WLRS. IRR, ENV CAS

4. Explore and enhance linkages with key land use decision making processes such as Forest
Landscape Planning and Modernized Land Use Planning,

a. Discuss key barriers of incorporating forest carbon and climate change into FOR's
work and generate solutions.

10f6
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The OCF will play a leading role in creating the event which is planned for early March 2024. A
steering committee of members from across the NRS will provide direction and endorsement on
content, attendees and agenda (Shane Berg, ADM, Chief Forester and Eamon O’Donoghue,
Associate Deputy Minister, as co-sponsors) and a Planning Committee will be formed to design the
workshop and coordinate logistics (outlined in Appendix A).

Speakers from UBC, NRCan and approximately 150 -175 attendees are anticipated. The estimated
cost is $54,000 for venue, food, and other related logistical costs. The OCF will manage the budget
using Climate Preparedness and Adaptation Strategy CPAS funding. Each division will be responsible
for travel costs. Appendix A outlines estimated costs and attendees.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:

There is sufficient funding available in the current budget under CPAS.

This is an operating expense for the current fiscal year.

s.13,s. 17

There will be an impact to regional and headquarters budgets, including other ministry invitees
such as ENV, MIRR, and WLRS as they will be expected to pay for travel costs incurred.

The process is that documents containing financial information and data must be approved by
the chief financial officer (CFO) or executive financial officer (EFO) after the program ADM has
approved. We have provided estimates in this decision note (DN) for the event but cannot
provide final quotes until we have approval to move forward. The intent is to prepare a
Business Expense Approval upon approval of this DN.

OPTIONS:

OPTION 1: Host a Climate and Carbon Provincial Workshop

5. 13

Implications:
Requires additional resources to organize and host the workshop including travel costs plus
the venue and food.
Provides an opportunity to respond to the climate and carbon issue and enhance partnerships
with key stakeholder groups across FOR including regional and district partners, the Natural
Resource ministries, UBC and the Canadian Forest Service
Creates the catalyst for dialogue and understanding that will allow for effective integration of
climate and carbon foundations into forest management planning and activities.
Demonstrates provincial commitment to our premier’s priority of “building a clean economy
that addresses our obligations to combat climate change by driving down emissions ...”

RECOMMENDATION - Host a Climate and Carbon Provincial Workshop
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BRIEFING NOTE FOR INFORMATION

DATE: October 24, 2023
PREPARED FOR: Honourable Bruce Ralston, Minister of Forests
ISSUE: Meeting with Pulp and Paper Coalition, Joe Nemeth, Chair of the Coalition; Stew

Gibson, VP Paper Excellence and Gary Ley, Consultant

BACKGROUND:

e BC pulp mills have struggled since late 2022 due to weak demand in China, its key market.
Beginning in September 2022, the China market prices declined from over US$900 per tonne,
to a low of US$625 per tonne in July 2023.

e There are recent signs of improvement in the China market, as prices in early October 2023
increased to US$706 per tonne.

¢ Mill residual supply is declining and is negatively impacting pulp mills’ ability to obtain furnish
as sawmills are closing and taking production off due to weak lumber markets and sawmill
closures.

e The capacity of sawmills in BC has declined by 20% since 2020. This trend is expected to
continue as the Allowable Annual Cut continues to decline.

e The current estimated shortfall for the pulp sector is three million cubic metres within the
$50/m? economic zone for pulp operations.

e The pulp sector processes over 40% of the BC timber harvest. The sector consumes 20
million cubic metres of woodchips per year, 75% of which come from sawmills.

e Two largest concerns for the pulp sector:

o Access to economic fibre for continued operation of BC pulp mills.
o Carbon taxes represent a significant cost differential to European firms where there are
offsets for carbon reduction.

e BC Pulp and paper mills provide 4,400 direct jobs.

e The following mills closed were curtailed indefinitely due to the lack of fibre: the pulp line at
Prince George Pulp & Paper in April 2023, Powell River in November 2021, Taylor in February
2022 and the Crofton paper machine #3 and #2 in December 2022.

e A number of mills were curtailed in the spring of 2023 due weak paper and pulp markets or
lack of fibre: Paper Excellence Port Alberni’s 2 paper machines curtailed 2 weeks in June
2023 and Crofton’s mill operations curtailed for the month of July; Cariboo Pulp & Paper,
Harmac, and Mercer, mills are combining their curtailments with maintenance shutdowns.

DISCUSSION:

The Northern Bleached Softwood Kraft (NBSK) pulp price in China has declined from US$900 to
US$625 per tonne since Fall 2022, following the opening of new milling capacity in Chile and Uruguay
which added 3.7 million-tonnes of hardwood pulp supply to China.

5. 13

This document may contain information that is protected by solicitor client privilege. Prior to any disclosure of this
document outside of government, including in response to a request under the Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act, the ministry in possession of this document must consult with the lawyer responsible for the matter to
determine whether information contained in this document is subject to solicitor client privilege.
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5. 13

Government has taken several proactive steps to work with the pulp sector to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, introduce innovation and increase utilization of residual fibre:

e Forest Enhancement of BC (FESBC) funding was renewed in 2023 with $50 million to utilize
uneconomical low-value or residual fibre by secondary users. This was a key recommendation
from the Pulp Fibre Supply Task Force. This will increase fibre going to pulp mills by 2.2 Mm3
over two fiscal years.

e The BC government has supplied $180 million in funding for the BC Manufacturing Jobs Fund
for forestry companies that require equipment to support new product lines. The government
awarded $4.5 million from this fund to help restart Crofton's second paper machine in January
2023.

e Since 2019, with the exception of Canfor Pulp, five companies have received $21.3M from the
government’s CleanBC Industry program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

¢ Wildfire Salvage Opportunity Agreements (WSOA) have been implemented and will help to
enable the timely direct award of forestry licenses to First Nations for salvaging timber
damaged by wildfire. This program was recommended by the Pulp & Paper Coalition. We are
working actively with First Nations in the south area of the province at issuing WSOAs. The
government added 40 positions to accelerate the issuance of permits to address staffing
capacity issues at the local level. There have been 2 WSOA's issued over the past 6 months.

 The ministry has also developed policies to reduce waste, for example, a new waste
measurement system, and alternate methods of scale for secondary users which reduces
costs of accessing needed pulp logs, from post-harvest waste and salvage.

e The Pulp & Paper Coalition members have provided written commitments to the ministry to
buy all pulp logs at an economic price on the Coast in the Fibre Recovery Zone.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
¢ Not Applicable

MINISTRY RESPONSE:

e | am pleased to hear how the Pulp Fibre Task Force has been able to collaboratively develop
effective and long-term solutions to improve access to chips and increase utilization of
residual fibre.

¢ Increasing utilization of burnt timber is critical. We agree that by harvesting early, we will be
able to improve access to pulp fibre, support rehabilitation of burnt stands and reduce carbon
emissions.

¢ Reducing GHG emissions from slash-pile burning is something we take seriously and have
instituted a range of actions - provided funding for FESBC, introduced pile nicely requirements
in BCTS sales.

This document may contain information that is protected by solicitor client privilege. Prior to any disclosure of this
document outside of government, including in response to a request under the Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act, the ministry in possession of this document must consult with the lawyer responsible for the matter to
determine whether information contained in this document is subject to solicitor client privilege.
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¢ Reducing wildfire risk is important to this government and we instituted the Fire-smart program
and the Crownland Risk Reduction Program that is establishing fuel management planning
and treatments and developing the Cultural and prescribed fire program.

PREPARED BY: REVIEWED BY:
Initials Date

Peter Jacobsen A/DM MS Oct 16, 2023

Executive Director EFO

Compensation and Business Analysis ADM _ MS Oct 16, 2023

(250) 415-6638 Exec Director PJ Oct 16, 2023

This document may contain information that is protected by solicitor client privilege. Prior to any disclosure of this
document outside of government, including in response to a request under the Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act, the ministry in possession of this document must consult with the lawyer responsible for the matter to
determine whether information contained in this document is subject to solicitor client privilege.
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Event Profile:

Pulp and Paper Coalition is providing a presentation on the state of the BC pulp
and paper sector, to the NDP Caucus at the October 25, 2023.

Joe Nemeth - Chair of the Pulp and Paper Coalition
Stew Gibson - VP Paper Excellence
Gary Ley — Communications Consultant for the Pulp and Paper Coalition
What do they want to hear?:
e Continued government support for the Pulp and Paper sector.
e Provision of Carbon Tax offsets to reduce costs and improve
competitiveness.
e Reduced fibre costs.

Speaking Time:
After the Pulp and Paper Coalitions presentation

Location: Room 138

Date and Time: October 24, 2023, from 5:00 pm to 5:45 pm
GCPE or Program contact:

On-site Contacts (if applicable):

Itinerary:

e [Bullet]
o [sub-bullet]
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TOPICS AND SPEAKING POINTS

Introduction:

e Thank you.

e | want to recognize the Indigenous Nations on whose traditional territory we
are gathered. | am joining you from the territory the Lekwungen-speaking
peoples, including the Songhees and Esquimalt Nations

¢ Introduce staff:

o Melissa Sanderson, Assistant Deputy Minister

Pulp and Paper Coalition Presentation

¢ | want to thank you for your presentation, it was informative.

¢ A healthy pulp sector is important to a strong BC forest sector and provides
family supporting jobs critical to the stability of many communities around the
province.

e We are in agreement on a number of key matters:
o Wild fire risk reduction can play a role as a source of fibre.
o Maintaining the Coast Fibre Recovery Zone and improving utilization is
critical to future fibre access.
o Use of burnt timber needs to expand.

Utilization of Burnt Timber

« Increasing utilization of burnt timber is critical. We also agree that by
harvesting early, we will be able to improve access to pulp fibre, support
rehabilitation of burnt stands and reduce carbon emissions.
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¢ | have asked staff to work to expand the number of Wildfire Salvage
Opportunity Agreements awarded to enable the timely direct award of
forestry licences to First Nations for salvaging timber damaged by wildfire.

Fibre Shortfall

e | am pleased how the Pulp Fibre Task Force has been able to collaboratively
develop effective solutions to improve access to chips and increase utilization
of residual fibre.

« Reducing wildfire risk is important to this government and we instituted the
Fire-smart program and the Crownland Risk Reduction Program that are
establishing fuel management planning and treatments that can provide cost
effective fibre access.

» Access to residual fiber will need to expand and become a growing and staple
source of fibre for your mills and that is why this government has taken a
number of critical steps:

o Provided $50 million of additional funding for FESBC.
o Introduced pile nicely requirements in BCTS sales.
o Concurrent Residual Harvest System for low quality timber.

¢ Maintaining the Coast Fibre Recovery Zone will continue to provide access to
fibre for coastal pulp mills. It was very positive, and | want to commend the
coastal mills for providing their commitment to continue to accept volume
from the zone.

Conclusion:

o The key take-away for me is that by continuing to work collaboratively we will
find effective solutions to overcome the fibre supply challenges.

e Thank you.

END
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BRIEFING NOTE FOR INFORMATION

DATE: October 24, 2023
PREPARED FOR: Honourable Bruce Ralston, Minister of Forests
ISSUE: Meeting with Harmac Pacific, Nanaimo Forest Products Ltd, Paul Sadler, CEO,

Kevin Kurylowich, CFO and Cam Milne, Fibre Supply Manager

BACKGROUND:

BC pulp mills have struggled since late 2022 due to weak demand in China, its key market.
Beginning in September 2022, the China market prices declined from over US$900 per tonne,
to a low of US$625 per tonne in July 2023.

There are recent signs of improvement in the China market, as prices in the third week of
October 2023 increased to US$740 per tonne.

Established in 1950, Harmac Pacific is an employee-owned mill purchased by Nanaimo Forest
Products Ltd. (NFPL) in 2008 for C$13.2 million. Employees own 25% of the company and the
rest by three private parties, ie; Pioneer Log Homes, Totzauer Holdings and the Sampson
Group.

Harmac is the only producer in the world of K10S pulp, a particular blend made from western
red cedar, used in the manufacture of surgical masks and gowns. S- 21

Harmac is a member of the Pulp and Paper Coalition.

The firm provided a commitment letter supporting the Fibre Recovery Zone (FRZ) and have
agreed to purchase pulp logs from the FRZ.
s.21

Harmac would prefer to source a higher percentage of hemlock, which has similar strength
properties to fir and is brighter. This would support the firm’s goal to reduce the percentage of
bleached pulp and will reduce costs of production.

Harmac has committed to purchase up to 250,000 m?® of burnt fibre. The mill is a relatively
large mill and consumes 2.1 million m? of fibre annually.

The firm does not hold any replaceable forest tenure in BC (Source: FLNRORD Provincial
Linkage Allowable Annual Cut Report).

s. 21

This document may contain information that is protected by solicitor client privilege. Prior to any disclosure of this
document outside of government, including in response to a request under the Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act, the ministry in possession of this document must consult with the lawyer responsible for the matter to

determine whether information contained in this document is subject to solicitor client privilege.
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DISCUSSION:

Government has taken a number of proactive steps to work with the Pulp sector to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, introduce innovation and increase utilization of residual fibre:

e The Forest Enhancement of BC (FESBC) funding was renewed in 2023 with $50 million to
utilize uneconomical low-value or residual fibre by secondary users.

¢ The BC Government has supplied $180 million in funding for the BC Manufacturing Jobs Fund
for forestry companies that require equipment to support new product lines.

Pulp Fibre Task Force:

To proactively identify solutions to the chip supply shortage, Ministry staff working jointly with pulp
companies created the Pulp Fibre Supply Task Force (Task Force). The Task Force consists of
senior representatives from the six pulp companies and ministry staff. lts purpose is to collaboratively
develop policy and processes designed to increase utilization of logging waste and fire-damaged
wood.

Over the last 12 months, the Task Force developed a range of policy tools that are supporting pulp
mills” access to residual fibre. As of May 10, 2023, over three million cubic metres of opportunities
have been identified and one million cubic metres are being acted on. The opportunities include:

 BCTS selling pulpwood dominant Timber sales and has introduced pile nicely clauses in a
number of new issued Timber Sales Licenses to help facilitate salvage.

+ Reinstatement of the Coast Fibre Recovery Zone, which will support removal and sale of
residual fibre to coast pulp mills.

e Development of burnt pulp log quality standards.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:

e Not applicable.
SPEAKING POINTS:

| am pleased to hear of your commitment to utilize 250,000 m?® of burnt timber. Increasing utilization of
burnt timber is critical from an environmental perspective, and its use will help deal with the fibre
shortage.

| was very interested to hear of your conversion process to reduce the amount of bleached pulp you
are producing.

Staff have spoken to me about your goal to reduce your use of natural gas. How is the process of
shifting going?

| want to compliment your firm in its commitment to the Fibre Recovery Zone on the Coast. This is an
important initiative not only because it provides access to fibre but it helps reduce CO2 emissions.

This document may contain information that is protected by solicitor client privilege. Prior to any disclosure of this
document outside of government, including in response to a request under the Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act, the ministry in possession of this document must consult with the lawyer responsible for the matter to
determine whether information contained in this document is subject to solicitor client privilege.
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Attachment: Harmac Pacific Stakeholder Profile
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Peter Jacobsen Initials Date
Executive Director Eg‘ﬂsocime S

Compensation and Business Analysis EEO

Tenures, Range, and Economics ADM MS Oct 23, 2023
(250) 415-6638 Exec Dir PJ Oct 20, 2023

This document may contain information that is protected by solicitor client privilege. Prior to any disclosure of this
document outside of government, including in response to a request under the Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act, the ministry in possession of this document must consult with the lawyer responsible for the matter to
determine whether information contained in this document is subject to solicitor client privilege.
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Harmac Pacific Executive

Levi Sampson is the President, Director, and co-owner of Harmac Pacific (Harmac). He
was the principal broker for purchasing Harmac in 2008 and is also a part-owner and
Chairman of the Board of CHEK Television.

Paul Sadler has been the CEO of Harmac since November 2008.

List of Directors: Bryan Reid and Frank Crucil, Pioneer Log Homes of BC; Levi and Ed
Sampson, Sampson Group, Dave Blaikie and Bob Smiley, Harmac Employee Owner
Group.

Cam Milne, Fibre Supply Manager and Scott Muir, Fibre Supply Coordinator

Harmac Pacific Background:

Established in 1950, Harmac Pacific is an employee-owned mill purchased by Nanaimo
Forest Products Ltd. (NFPL) in 2008 for C$13.2 million. Employees own 25% of the
company and the rest by three private parties, i.e., Pioneer Log Homes, Totzauer
Holdings, and the Sampson Group.

They are part of the Pulp & Paper Coalition.

It has two production lines, with a capacity of producing 380,000 tonnes/year of
Northern Bleached Softwood Kraft (NBSK) and cedar pulp employing three hundred
employees.

According to RISI Fast markets, the Harmac mill operates with a cash cost of $449
USD/ADMT, about the average of NBSK mills in North America.

Europe was Harmac's largest pulp market region, but Asian pulp markets have been
growing rapidly and now account for more than 80% of Harmac's sales.

Harmac is the only producer in the world of K10S pulp, a particular blend made from
western red cedar, used in the manufacture of surgical masks and gowns. To put it in
context, other pulp mills around the world have blends that can be used for the same
purpose. The order of K10S doubled because of COVID-19. The cedar chip supply comes
exclusively from shake and shingle mills. 3 %*

The company has spent over $177 million on environmental control equipment in the
past 20 years. These expenditures have resulted in significantly reduced emissions to air,
water, and land.

Issues:

5. 21

Ministry of Forests, Compensation and Business Analysis Branch
Updated April 22, 2022
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Harmac Pacific pulps are made from mixtures of Douglas fir, hemlock/balsam, and
western red cedar chips.

Harmac does not hold any replaceable forest tenure in B.C. (Source: FLNRORD Provincial
Linkage Allowable Annual Cut Report)

They have a long-term contract with Weyerhaeuser, Princeton. They do not have fibre
supply agreements on the coast with companies like Western Forest Products and
Mosaic.

Covid-19 epidemic, the wildfires, the heat dome, and recent floods compounded the
fibre supply issue that Harmac is facing.

First Nations Relations

In September 2017, Harmac/NFPL together with Timber West, Coastland, Western
Forest Products, and the Snuneymuxw First Nation built the Mid-Island Regional
Forestry Initiative:

This forestry partnership aims to improve the certainty of harvest operations in the

Nanaimo area and log storage in the Nanaimo estuary.
s. 16

Investments

In 2013, the installation was completed on a 25 MW Green Energy turbogenerator
which they use to sell power to BC Hydro. A 15-year Electricity Purchase Agreement to
deliver 209 GWh/year was signed in 2013 and expires at the end of 2029.

Started in 2019 the development of an Industrial Park that leases properties to
complementary businesses

Over $177 million has been spent on environmental control equipment in the past 20
years. These expenditures have resulted in significantly reduced emissions to air, water
and land.

Harmac Pacific in Nanaimo received more than $800,000 in provincial funding for a new
sludge treatment system that the company says will reduce greenhouse gas emissions
by reducing the amount of natural gas it needs to burn for its boilers.

They received FESBC $540,000 funding indirectly in the Terrace area.

They received $12.6M from Clean BC 2021 intake.

Recent Government Engagement:

Ministry of Forests, Compensation and Business Analysis Branch
Updated April 22, 2022

FOR-2024-40037 , Page 149 of 334



Backgrounder

In July 2019, Paul Sadler (CEO) requested an urgent meeting with the Minister to discuss
the fibre supply crisis and Western Forest Products labour strike and to have the union
and management of Western Forest Products resume contract negotiations
immediately.

Harmac was a signatory in a letter addressed to the Premier expressing concerns with
Mosaic’s call to log export policy changes in May 2020.

2020 Pulp Fibre Task Group led by Melissa Sanderson, ADM.

2017-22 Pulp & Paper Coalition

Met MKC as the co-chair of the Pulp & Paper Coalition on January 18, 2022. The
Coalition presented seven fibre mitigation priorities: Renewal of FESBC funding, Logging
Waste Recovery, Commercial Thinning, Salvage Fire Damaged Wood, Ten-Axle Chip
Trucks, Fibre Recovery Zone, and New Value-Added Products.

Environmental Improvements over the Past 20 Years

Sulphur gas emissions were reduced by 90%
Particulate emissions were reduced by 60%
Greenhouse gas emissions were reduced by 58%
Water consumption was reduced by 50%

Ministry of Forests, Compensation and Business Analysis Branch
Updated April 22, 2022
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MEETING BULLETS

DATE: November 1, 2023; 2:15 — 2:45 PM
PREPARED FOR: Honourable Bruce Ralston, Minister of Forests

Honourable Nathan Cullen, Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship

REGARDING: Meeting with Ken Wu, Executive Director of Endangered Ecosystems Alliance;

Jordan Watters, Chair of Board of Directors, Sierra Club of BC; and T.J. Watt, Co-
Founder, Ancient Forest Alliance regarding the Old Growth Strategic Review.

STRATEGIC CONSIDERATION AND KEY MESSAGES:

The Old Growth Action Plan is on schedule for review by Government in early
December and public release in early 2024. A draft of the Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Health Framework is anticipated to be released for public input in late fall 2023.
Government has made significant progress towards co-developing the Action Plan
with First Nations. Other stakeholders have been engaged, including local
government, the forestry industry, and environmental non-governmental organizations.

o Senior government executive of both the Ministry of Forests (FOR) and the
Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship (WLRS) meet monthly with
environmental non-governmental groups including the Sierra Club and Ancient
Forest Alliance to update progress on responding to the old growth report.

o The next meeting is November 6 where draft Action Plan content will be shared
under non-disclosure agreement.

The draft Action Plan was shared with the Minister’s Forest and Range Practices
Advisory Council (PAC) on Oct. 30th. Lisa Matthaus is a standing member of this
council and has been providing input throughout the Action Plan’s development.

Significant progress has been made to address the recommendations of the Old
Growth Strategic Review, including the recent October 26 announcement by the

Premier:

o 2.4 million hectares of old growth now protected or temporarily deferred from
harvesting in coordination with First Nations and forest companies.

o A new $300-million Conservation Financing Mechanism- $150 million from the
Province, matched by a commitment to raise an additional $150 million from the
BC Parks Foundation that will allow funding from the province and independent
donors to finance ecosystem protections, including conserving B.C.’s oldest
and rarest trees.

o The funds will be managed independently by a strategic oversight committee
made up of conservation and stewardship experts, at least half of whom will be
First Nations.

o In addition to the 4 pilots already underway, the locations of five new FLP tables
are confirmed in partnership with First Nations in key areas of BC including
Vancouver Island (2), the Bulkley Valley, 100 Mile House and Quesnel.

There are many more initiatives underway to implement the recommendations and
support the value-added forestry sector, including the BC Manufacturing Jobs Fund,
Value-Added Manufacturing Program, and three new accelerator tables in partnership

10f3
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with the Council of Forest Industries that bring together licensees, value-added wood
manufacturers and First Nations to develop joint solutions for growing the sector.

BACKGROUND:

There have been numerous meetings to date with the Ancient Forest Alliance, Endangered
Ecosystems Alliance (EEA): the latest correspondence from EEA is consistent with previous
messaging (Attachment A), recent written updates (Attachment B), and recent meetings
(Attachment C).

The Government of B.C. has adopted all 14 recommendations of the Old Growth Strategic
Review and has taken steps to implement them. FOR is developing an Action Plan to report
on progress made and establish a strategic vision. Progress has been made on all 14
recommendations of the old growth report from 2020.

Government has moved towards co-development of this with First Nations. Following a series
of provincial forums, regional workshops and online webinars, all First Nations have been
asked to provide final written feedback on the Action Plan.

Senior FOR and WLRS executives meet monthly with representatives of environmental non-
governmental organizations to discuss the Action Plan, including Sierra Club, Ancient Forest
Alliance, Wilderness Committee, and Stand.earth.

In collaboration with First Nations and multi-sectoral participants, WLRS has been developing
a draft Biodiversity and Ecosystem Health Framework in response to Recommendation 2 of
the Old Growth Strategic Review. The draft is expected to be released in late fall for
consultation with First Nations Rights and Title holders and released for public and targeted
multi-sector input.

The Framework content will address many of the points raised by ENGO groups, including:

e A commitment to establish Office for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Health that will be
responsible for leading the development of ecosystem health and biodiversity
objectives and standards for key ecosystems (e.g., forests, wetlands, grasslands)
supported by guidance for all sectors, based in science and local and Indigenous
knowledge, to account for multiple values, that can then be recognized in legislation.

¢ A commitment to co-develop with First Nations new legislation and amendments to
existing land and water related provincial legislation to give effect to the Framework.

The new Conservation Financing Mechanism will ensure that First Nations and the Province
can conserve critical habitat, better manage for climate change, and further government’s
action on protecting more of B.C.’s lands and waters and implementing the Old Growth
Strategic Review. Together, this $300 million will be used to fund new conservation
measures that are led or supported by First Nations, lasting environmental protection
measures, capacity building for First Nations, stewardship and guardian programs, and
support for low-carbon economic opportunities.

20f 3
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