Legislation on Cannabis — Announcement

Event: B.C. proposes legislation to ensure safe transition to Federal cannabis
legalization
When: Thursday, Apr. 26, 2018 at 11:15 a.m.

Where: Press Theatre, Legislative Buildings

Contact: Caroline McAndrews, GCPE-PSSG, cell. 250-208-3254
Rick Devereux, GCPE Event Services, cell. 250-812-1207

Length: 5 minutes

Key Participants:

e Minister Farnworth
e Representative from Cannabis Legalization and Regulation Secretariat (TBD)
e Representative from Liquor Distribution Branch (TBD)

e Representative from Liquor Control and Licensing Branch (TBD)

Speakers: Hon. Farnworth will give remarks prior to opening up to media for Q&A
(moderated by GCPE Media Relations Staff and supported by participants).

Attendees:

e Minister Farnworth

e Representatives from the Cannabis Legalization and Regulation Secretariat, LDB
and LCLB

e Media
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Speaking Notes

Hon. Mike Farnworth
Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General

B.C. Cannabis Legislation Introduction

Press Theatre
Parliament Buildings
Victoria, B.C.

Thursday, Apr. 26, 2018
11:15a.m.

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY
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Introduction

e Thank you all for joining me again today, as we
gather on the traditional territory of Lekwungen
people - including the Songhees and Esquimalt
First Nations.

e As | stated when we last got together in
February,

e |t’s our governments’ goal to introduce legalized
non-medical cannabis in a responsible and safe
way,

e Ensuring our regulations balance and reflect the
views and values of all British Columbians...

e ...while keeping public health and safety top of
mind.
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e Today marks a major milestone in this process.

e Our government has now introduced legislation
for the legalization of non-medical cannabis that
| believe, does just that.

e The legislation includes details of B.C.”s non-
medical cannabis provincial regulatory
framework we previously announced in
February,

e And is a common-sense approach informed by:

o Experiences from other jurisdictions that have
legalized non-medical cannabis,

o The feedback received from local
governments, including members of the Joint
Provincial-Local Government Committee on
Cannabis Regulation, as well as Indigenous
governments and organizations,
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o And the broad public and stakeholder
engagement we’ve undertaken to-date.

e This engagement work is ongoing, and will
continue past legalization.

Legislation

e The legislation introduced today will provide for
legal, controlled access to non-medical cannabis
in B.C. and includes three bills.

e |t puts our province in a position to not only
meet the federal deadline,
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But does so in a way that satisfies our provincial
goals to protect children and youth, prioritize
public health and safety, keep cannabis out of
the hands of criminals, keep our roads safe and
support B.C.”s economic prosperity.

The proposed Cannabis Distribution Act will
establish the Province’s exclusive jurisdiction
over wholesale distribution of cannabis and
provide authority for public retail sales,

While the proposed Cannabis Control and
Licensing Act (CCLA) establishes provincial
control over the sale, supply and possession of
non-medical cannabis.

The CCLA also establishes licensing of private
cannabis retailers, including registration and
training requirements for those who will work in
cannabis retail stores,
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And outlines restrictions on the possession,
personal cultivation and consumption of
cannabis by adults and prohibitions for minors.

In addition, it includes an extensive compliance
and enforcement regime to ensure legalization
of non-medical cannabis prioritizes public health
and safety, keeps cannabis out of the hands of
criminals and keeps our roads safe.

And a key component of this enforcement
regime will be a new community safety unit that
will target illegal sellers.

We know that to ensure we keep our roads safe,
we must give police more tools to remove drug-
impaired drivers from the road.

So, we’ve also made amendments to the Motor
Vehicle Act to toughen provincial regulations to
further deter drug-affected driving.
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e The amendments will provide police with new
tools to remove drug-impaired drivers from the
road. Specifically:

o We've created a new 90-day Administrative
Driving Prohibition for drug affected driving;
and,

o We’ve expanded the current zero tolerance
restrictions for the presence of alcohol for
drivers in the Graduated Licensing Program
to include zero tolerance for the presence
of THC.

e This is in addition to the measures that are
being introduced by the federal government—
and we’re eager to hear more from them on
that front.
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e We're also increasing training for law
enforcement to assist in detecting drug-
impaired driving,

e And we’ll continue to work with law
enforcement and stakeholders to help British
Columbians make safe decisions about driving.

Timeline

e The B.C. Legislature will now take time to
debate and review our proposed pieces of
legislation, before they are finalized and passed
into law...

e ...However, B.C.’s new laws are dependent upon
the proposed federal legislation receiving Royal
Assent.
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e Upon implementation, we’ll continue to monitor
our regulations and make any necessary
adjustments to ensure our provincial goals are
being met.

e | know there is much interest in hearing when
non-medical cannabis will be legal but that
decision is up to the federal government.

e ...And as I've said before, the date set by the
federal government for cannabis legalization will
just be the beginning.

e Until then, we’ll continue to develop regulations
and supporting policies to prepare for the
legalization of non-medical cannabis here in B.C.
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LDB Update

¢ In addition, the Liquor Distribution Branch,
B.C.”s wholesale distributor of non-medical
cannabis, is expected to open the first
government-operated retail store by the end of
summer 2018,

e To ensure British Columbians have access to
non-medical cannabis once legalized.

e They’re also working to implement an e-
commerce solution to offer online sales to the
public.

e The brand identity and logo for BC Cannabis
Stores, developed in-house, will be featured on
store fronts and within print material.

11

Page 11 of 138 GCP-2019-91950



e More information on this can be found on the
B.C. LDB website.

Conclusion

e |n closing, we still have work to do to prepare
for the legalization of cannabis,

e But the legislation we’ve introduced today is a
major step forward for B.C.

e Some may think that this work will end when
cannabis is legalized by the federal government,

e But the truth is, our Government will be dealing
with this significant change in policy for years to
come.

12
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We'll need time to implement the federal
government's decision...

...to learn from the implementation of our own
regulations and adjust along the way.

So, as we wait for more clarity on an exact
timeline from the federal government,

Our priority remains focused on ensuring the
needs and values of British Columbians are
reflected in the decisions we make, while we
continue to prioritize:

o The protection of young people,

o The health and safety of British Columbians,

o Keeping cannabis out of the hands of
criminals,

o Keeping our roads safe; and,
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o Supporting the economic development of
our province.

e And we look forward to working together to get
this right in B.C.

e Thanks for your attention. I'll now take any
guestions you may have...

-END-

Page 14 of 138 GCP-2019-91950



Pill Press Legislation — Announcement

Event: B.C. proposes legislation to restrict ownership, possession and use of
equipment that can be used to make illicit drugs such as automated pill
presses, gel cap machines and pharmaceutical mixers.

When: Wednesday, Apr. 25, 2018 at 3:00 p.m.

Where: Golden Gates, Legislative Buildings

Contact: Caroline McAndrews, GCPE-PSSG, cell. 250-208-3254
Rick Devereux, GCPE Event Services, cell. 250-812-1207

Length: 2-3 minutes

Key Participants:

e Minister Farnworth

Speakers: Hon. Farnworth will give short remarks prior to opening up to media for Q&A
(moderated by GCPE Media Relations Staff).

Attendees:

e Minister Farnworth

e Media

Page 15 of 138 GCP-2019-91950



Speaking Notes

Hon. Mike Farnworth
Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General

B.C. Pill Press and Related Equipment Introduction

Golden Gates
Parliament Buildings
Victoria, B.C.

Wednesday, Apr. 25, 2018
3:00 p.m.

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY
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Introduction

e Thank you all for joining us today, as we gather
on the traditional territory of Lekwungen people
- including the Songhees and Esquimalt First
Nations.

e On average, three people died every day in
February 2018 from illicit drug overdoses,

e And families across the province are suffering
the profound grief of losing a child, a husband, a
friend, to a poisoned illegal drug supply.

e So, it’'s my pleasure to announce that we’ve
introduced new legislation, the Pill Press and
Related Equipment Control Act, in a decisive
move against the illegal production of illicit
opioids

e This issue is of great importance to me,
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As you may know, | tabled a bill on pill press
regulations back in 2016 when | was the public
safety critic,

And I’'m proud that our government has decided
to exercise its jurisdiction to take critical steps
against the illegal production of illicit opioids.

For those that may not know, pill presses are
used in the production of pharmaceuticals,

But in the wrong hands they can be used to
make low cost fentanyl into counterfeit pills,
such as fake Oxycodone or Xanax.

And in the case of fentanyl, there is a large
profit motive for dealers to make counterfeit
pills.

Prior to this legislation, there have been no
limits on who can own this equipment in B.C.
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So, restricting access to pill presses is a key tool
to help interdict the supply of illicit drugs.

This comprehensive Act is critical in bolstering
police efforts to disrupt the supply chain...

...getting counterfeit pills off the streets and out
of the hands of those who recklessly distribute
death-dealing drugs.

It also sets out significant penalties for offences
committed in relation to controlled equipment
and activities.

We’re proud to have introduced legislation that
is cutting edge in Canada.

This Bill is more comprehensive than the
legislation that was introduced by Alberta in
2016, which focused on limiting who has access
to this equipment,
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Or by the federal government in 2016- which
only set notification requirements for people
importing this type of equipment into Canada.

For example,

Our legislation requires people who want to sell
the equipment to register and agree to a
criminal record check,

There are notification requirements for when
people acquire and dispose of the equipment,

As well as powers to appoint inspectors so that
compliance with the legislation can be
monitored.

All of these provisions will make it easier to
track where controlled equipment is, and easier
to take it out of the hands of those who are not
authorized owners.
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In addition to this new bill, we continue to
undertake urgent action to escalate the
response to the overdose crisis,

And we’ll continue to work on a multi-pronged
strategy targeted at gangs, drug traffickers and
importers to get these deadly drugs off our
streets.

This government remains committed to tackling
this crisis,

And addressing some of the core causes of the
opioid crisis including homelessness, poverty,
trauma and the need for improved
enforcement.

I’ll now take any question, Thanks.
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Speaking Notes
for the

Hon. Mike Farnworth
Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General

BC Police Association

s.15

April 10, 2017
12:15 pm

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY

|
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BC Police Association Spring Meeting & Legislative Conference

Event: The BCPA is the combined voice for approx. 2,934 front-line police
members in 12 police associations and unions across the province.
The meeting is for representatives of each of the locals of the BCPA.

When: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 at 12:15 p.m.

Where: S-15

Contact: Kaari Hytainen, Ex. Assistant, KHytainen@vpu.ca, 604.685.6441
Michelle Roberts, GCPE-PSSG, cell. 778-677-8570

Length: 20 mins
Speakers: Hon. Mike Farnworth /Emcee: Tom Stamatakis

Audience: BC Police Associations and officers, no media.

s.15

Agenda: Minister to report to the meeting space upon arrival.

0900 — 0915 — Introduction
0915 - 1000 - Rob Taylor — TRG Benefits discussion with Julie Winstanley
1000 — 1030 - Stan Lowe — OPCC
1045 - 1100 - Coffee Break
1100 - 1200 - BCPA Issues
e CPA Update
e LEOSH Health and Safety
e BC Police and Peace Officers memorial (Rick Stewart)
BCPA Liaison Officer
e Update
e Bargaining
1200 - 1300 - Lunch
1215 - Minister Mike Farnworth
1300 — 1345 — Mr. Ronald MacDonald — Chief Civilian Director 110
e Overview of 110
e  Current case load
e  Ongoing initiatives
e  Future
1400 — 1430 - Alex MacLennon
e  E-ticketing discussion
1430-1445 - Coffee Break 3
1445 - 1600 — BCPA business con't
e Pension
e Otherissues
* Round table
Adjourn
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INTRODUCTION

e Thank you, Tom for the introduction, and thank
you for inviting me to speak with you all this

afternoon.

e |’'m pleased to be here to speak with you as
partners in ensuring the safety of our

communities.

e Know that we appreciate the dangerous nature
of the work you do, and thank you for the
protective services you provide in our

communities.

3
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As Solicitor General, | expect that the public’s
trust in policing remains critical to ensuring we

are effective in keeping British Columbians safe.

And Il strive to provide supports that make a
difference — to your safety and the safety of

those you serve.

My job is to make sure that an adequate and
effective level of policing and law enforcement

is maintained throughout B.C,,

So that you can respond to the ever-changing
challenges you face in keeping British

Columbians safe.

4
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e So today, I'd like to focus on some areas where
our vision and efforts are furthering these

important ends.

FENTANYL REPSONSE

e Perhaps one of the biggest challenges facing
policing and law enforcement these days is the

opioid crisis.

e Drug-related overdoses and deaths have
become a very serious concern across the

province,

e And | thank you for working together with us
and with other interested agencies to help deal

with this tragic issue.

5
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e We're committed to working at all levels of
government to help you intercept and disrupt

the supply of toxic drugs,

e And we recognize the hard work of front line
officers, first responders and organizations in

dealing with this crisis.

e To continue the work already underway, our
budget allocates $31.3 million over 3 years
which is specifically directed to some critical

initiatives including:

o Disrupting the supply chain in our
communities and neighbourhoods with
dedicated anti-trafficking teams and

additional officers,

6
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o Increasing financial support for all police

agencies for enforcement,

o Ensuring we help shield you from exposure
by increasing support for Naloxone supply
and training, and providing more detection

and protective gear,

o Exploring legislative options to give

additional tools to police,

o And importantly, providing more support
for police-based outreach in your
communities through the use of

multidisciplinary situation tables.

7
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e We're committed to continuing to work on a
multi-pronged strategy targeting illegal guns,
gangs, drug traffickers and importers to get

these deadly drugs off our streets...

GUNS, GANGS & ORGANIZED CRIME

e ...But this won’t be solved overnight.

e Combatting organized crime and gangs remains

a top priority for the province.

e \We're making every effort to give you the tools
you need to disrupt organized crime groups and
gather evidence to support successful

prosecutions.

8
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e Not only to address gangs and gang violence,
but to alleviate their corrosive effects on
communities and families and to keep

vulnerable youth away from crime and gangs,

e And we’ve steadily increased financial and other
support for CFSEU-BC, which is committed to
aggressively pursuing gangs and those involved

in the destructive world of organized crime.

e We also provide support to the:

o Real Time Intelligence Center.
o Joint lllegal Gaming and Investigation Team
and;

o Provincial Major Crime Section

9
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They are all committed to aggressively pursuing
gangs and those involved in the destructive

world of organized crime.

We've also been actively pressing the federal
government for action on guns, gangs and drug

trafficking...

And we’re pleased they’re stepping up to assist

us and other provinces in dealing with it.

We welcome the new funding they’ll be
providing and we’ll be talking with them about
how that funding will be shared among us and

how quickly it will be dispersed.

10
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IFTF REPORT

e The Province is also taking action to help you
combat the criminal use of firearms.

e As you may know, the lllegal Firearms Task
Force (IFTF) was initiated to help respond to the

public threats from illegal firearms in B.C.

e They’'ve now reported out on their findings and
recommendations which support new and
innovative approaches in our fight to end gun

violence.

e We've immediately taken action on some of the

IFTF’s key recommendations, such as:

11
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o Adding a new team as part of our anti-gang
unit that will focus specifically domestic and

international firearms traffickers, and;

o Creating a centralized firearms intelligence
hub with CFSEU-BC as lead agency to
coordinate a provincial firearms focused
approach that includes enhanced

centralized intelligence and data gathering.

e |t will provide the big picture relating to illegal
firearms so you can identify firearms traffickers
and opioid mid-level traffickers and plan where

and how to focus investigative strategies.

12
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e The strategies put forward by the IFTF will also
help inform a new Gang Suppression Action Plan
that will include comprehensive and sustained
strategies and activities to bolster our response
to guns and gangs and enhance the safety of our

communities.

e Recommendations in the report also called for
the federal government to consider
enhancements to federal legislation that would

assist in effectively dealing with illegal firearms,

e Among them are proposed changes to the
Firearms Act (Canada), the Criminal Code

(Canada), and the Canadian Firearms Program.

13
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And I’'m pleased they’ve made some movement

on this.

It’s an encouraging step in the necessary work
to interdict the gun and gang violence that we

see not just in B.C. but across Canada.

Extensive background checks, concise tracking
and recording keeping of firearms is critical to

the control of weapons,

And their legislation helps address the
restrictions on the movement of firearms,
verification of licences and decisions about the

classification of firearms.

14
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e But there is more work to be done and we look
forward to further discussion with the federal

government on this.

CANNABIS

e Over the next year, we are also leading the
planning for the regulation and safe
implementation of legalized non-medical

cannabis in B.C.

e This upcoming change in legislation will affect all
of us and is a significant undertaking for all

jurisdictions across Canada.

15
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e We're working hard to develop a provincial
regulatory approach that best represents the
interests and priorities of British Columbians, as

well as law enforcement...

e ...ensuring the right balance is struck moving

forward.

e Our main priorities focus on protecting youth,
promoting health and safety, keeping the
criminal element out of cannabis, keeping our
roads safe and supporting the economic

prosperity of B.C.,

16
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And we’ve established a Cannabis Legalization
and Regulation Secretariat to help guide us
through the development of a provincial

regulatory framework.

We've also received feedback from over 48,000

British Columbians on priority policy areas,

And our engagement with local governments,
Indigenous governments and organizations, and

stakeholders in various sectors is ongoing.

But there are still many more decisions to be

made.

Our work will not end when non-medical

cannabis is legalized by the federal government,

17
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The truth is, this is just the beginning.

Our government will be dealing with this

significant change in policy for years to come.

We still have many decisions to make which are
dependent on having better clarity regarding

federal legislation and regulations

So, | do want to stress, this will be an ongoing

process.

We will all need time to implement the federal

government's decision...

...to set rules, learn from the implementation of

them and adjust along the way.

18
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e We also know there will be significant costs
associated with the related compliance and
enforcement activities this regulation will

require.

e And we’re committed to working with you to

get this right.

e We're working with the federal government and
police partners to implement a collaborative
approach to training and capacity building, to
make sure you have the necessary tools and
skills to identify and remove drug impaired

drivers from our roads.

19
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e We'll also work with you and our road safety
partners to help educate British Columbians
about making safe decisions about drug-

affected driving,

e And we’ll undertake our own public education
activities to supplement the work being done by
the federal government to ensure British
Columbians are familiar with our provincial

regulations when they come into force.

e |t’s our goal to introduce legalized non-medical
cannabis in the most responsible and safe way

possible.

20
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ROAD SAFETY & AUTO CRIME

e But our work doesn’t end there...

e ..We're also taking steps to help you in your

jobs when it comes to road safety & auto crime,

e And I'd like to thank you for your recent work in
helping us to get tougher with distracted and

high-risk drivers.

e As you know, we now have a new model in
place that allows you to complete a High-Risk

Driving Incident Report.

21
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e This triggers a review by the Superintendent of
Motor Vehicles, who assesses each incident and
is now able to set longer, more appropriate

prohibitions.

e Under this new model, street racers and other
dangerous drivers will spend a longer time away

from their wheels.

e We're toughening our laws so you can remove
drug-affected drivers from the road for 90 days
—a much more serious penalty than the existing,

24-hour driving prohibition,

22
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e And addressing the legal loophole to ensure 24
hour suspensions for drugs have a means of
appeal other than the current onerous and

costly Judicial review process.

e We're also extending B.C.’s zero-tolerance
restriction for the presence of alcohol to cover
the presence of specific drugs among new
drivers in the Graduated Licensing Program
(GLP) — a move that received overwhelming
support from people during our recent cannabis

engagement.

e And we're continuing to support enhanced

enforcement efforts like Counterattack,

23
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e By providing dedicated overtime funds to police
agencies to detect and remove both alcohol-
and drug-affected drivers from our roads

immediately.

e Finally, like the other provinces, we’re awaiting
federal approval of a device that will enable you
to screen for the presence of certain drugs at

the roadside.

e Most recently we introduced Electronic ticketing

(eTicketing),

e Which will help you make our roads safer by
improving the integrity of the system and our
ability to track and prevent future dangerous

driving behaviours.

24
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E-ticketing will also help to improve officer
safety in B.C. by providing better real-time

information about the driver in question,

And reducing the amount of time an officer
needs to be outside their vehicle during a traffic

stop.

We'll review the results of the pilot testing this
summer to help us plan a roll out of the

eTicketing system province-wide.

You know better than most about the difficulties
of keeping up with new technology—certainly

the criminals seem to be doing so.

25
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e And auto crime as a good example —since this is

Auto Crime Enforcement Month.

e | know police agencies in all regions of our
province have contributed to the success of

IMPACT,

e And we continue to work hard to deal with the
changing nature of auto-crime and technology
in an integrated manner that keeps getting

better.

e |Innovations like the use of real-time, live video

technology have made a big difference,

26
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e But while high-tech makes life easier for us, it
can also make things easier for thieves— as
some of you will have experienced in your own

communities.

e So, this year we’re out again, reinforcing our
message to the public — “Lock it or Looted” —
because we know you cannot solve these

problems on your own,

e And because we understand that engaging the
community is a critical part of any meaningful

lasting solution to drive down crime.

27
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CONCLUSION

e At the end of the day, our shared priority is
making sure everyone gets home safely to their

families each and every night...

e ...and ensuring B.C. residents feel safe in their

neighbourhoods from crime and gun violence...

e You are key partners in that work.

e Know that we’re committed to supporting you

in making the communities you serve — and

yourselves— as safe as possible.

28
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e On behalf of government, | thank you and
commend you all for your service to your
communities and your commitment to public

safety.

e Thank You.

29
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Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General
SPEAKING NOTES

Event Information / Speaking Notes —

Event: Civil Forfeiture Grants 2018

When: Friday, April 20, 2018 — 10:00 a.m.

Where: DIVERSEcity Community Resources Society
13455 76th Avenue
Surrey, BC

Itinerary: To Come
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Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General
SPEAKING NOTES

Speaking Notes
for the

Hon. Mike Farnworth
Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General

Civil Forfeiture Grants 2018

DIVERSEcity Community Resources Society
13455 76th Avenue
Surrey, BC

Friday, April 20, 2018
10:00 a.m.

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY

2
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Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General
SPEAKING NOTES

Introduction

e Thanks, Rachna, for the introduction.

e And thanks also to DIVERSEcity Community

Resources Society for hosting us today.

e We really appreciate the excellent work you are
doing in supporting culturally diverse
communities—including working with women,
children, and youth who have experienced

violence.

e |'d also like to acknowledge representatives from
local community agencies, police, government,
and my fellow MLAs who represent the people of

Surrey.

3
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Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General
SPEAKING NOTES

Civil Forfeiture Grants

e April 15" through 21% is Prevention of Violence

Against Women Week in British Columbia.

e During this week, communities across the province
are raising awareness about the prevention of
violence against women — through community
events, workshops, and presentations.

e Provincially, we’re also doing our part.

e Today, I'm happy to announce that we're

providing nearly $6.5 million in grants...
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Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General
SPEAKING NOTES

e ...For crime prevention projects that address
violence against women, crime reduction and

community safety, and other community crime

prevention initiatives.

e This funding, from civil and criminal forfeiture, will
help to build safer communities through
organizations like DIVERSEcity — and more than

170 others throughout the province.

Violence Against Women

e Through this year’s grants, we’re funding projects
that focus on developing or enhancing responses

to sexual assault and domestic violence...

5

Page 55 of 138 GCP-2019-91950



Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General
SPEAKING NOTES

e ..As well as projects related to human trafficking,
sexual exploitation, and vulnerable women in the

sex trade.

e More than $1.7 million is going towards projects
to help those who have been affected by these

forms of violence.

e One example is Collaborative Responses to Gender
Based Violence, a funded project of Sources

Community Resources Society.

e This offers training to schools and workplaces
across Surrey, to help them more effectively
respond to reports of gender-based violence and

sexual assault.

6
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Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General
SPEAKING NOTES

e Another example: the Sashing Our Warriors

Program, put on by Metis Nation British Columbia.

e This program enhances responses to sexual assault
and domestic violence against Indigenous women

and girls.

e Collectively, these grants are another way our
government is investing in services that people

count on...

e ...And they build on the $5 million in increased
funding announced in Budget 2018, for programs
that assist victims of crime, and women and

children impacted by violence.

7

Page 57 of 138 GCP-2019-91950



Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General
SPEAKING NOTES

Crime Reduction and Community Safety

e We're also putting funds into projects that address

Crime Reduction and Community Safety.

e These help to identify, assess, contain and reduce
the frequency and severity of criminal activity, and

improve community safety and well-being.
e We're investing more than $1.3 million in projects
that address crime reduction and community

safety.

e A great example is right here:
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Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General
SPEAKING NOTES

e DIVERSEcity’s Women’s Crime Reduction Program
will target women who have been in conflict with
the law, through one-to-one, solution-focused

counselling and group work.

Indigenous Healing and Rebuilding

e Every grant stream is important — but | want to

highlight one more:

e This year, $1.4 million is going to projects that
address the healing and rebuilding of Indigenous

individuals, families and communities.

9
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Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General
SPEAKING NOTES

e These projects focus on healing of the family and
broader community, as well as other culturally
identified practices that contribute to holistic

healing...

e Projects such as the Métis Provincial Council of

BC’s Cultural Kinnections.

e |t connects Métis youth who are living in or out of
care, with Métis elders, leaders, community

members, and the land.

Conclusion

e We're pleased to be able to support so many
crime prevention projects that will have positive

impacts across the province...
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Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General
SPEAKING NOTES

e And we’re thankful to the many community
agencies that have come forward to share their

vision for public safety in their communities.

e \We need inspired, innovative programs like these,
which are rooted in knowledge of local needs and
understanding of what will work to counter local

crime.

e Together, we can help make our communities

safer and support our most vulnerable.

e Thanks again to DIVERSEcity and all agencies

receiving grants this year.

e | wish you continued success.
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Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General
SPEAKING NOTES

e Thank you.

-END-
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Introduction:

e To start | would like to introduce and thank the

ministry staff who are joining me here today:

David Galbraith — Deputy Minister

Michael Lord —ADM and Executive Financial

Officer, Corporate Services Division
Debi Upton, ADM, Service Delivery Division

Molly Harrington — ADM, Research, Innovation

and Policy Division

Chris Brown — ADM, Employment & Labour
Market Services Division and Services to Adults

with Developmental Disabilities

Rob Byers, ADM, Information Services Division;

and

Seonag Macrae — CEO, Community Living BC
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e We also have around 2,000 employees in the

ministry.

e They are an incredible group of people, who are

dedicated to our clients and our mission.

e They help deliver financial assistance and
employment programs to almost 300,000 people

each year.

e And they have embraced our new focus on

reducing poverty in B.C.

¢ | have six items in my mandate letter. Three were

quickly accomplished:

o an $100 increase to temporary assistance

rates and disability benefits;

o increased earning exemptions;

3
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o and, a new transportation supplement for

people on disability assistance.

e The other three goals are well under way:

o A homelessness count has been ongoing
and | look forward to reporting on those
numbers in the coming months. This
information will inform the Homelessness

Action Plan.

o In the next month or so we will convene an
expert committee study a Basic Income for

this province.

= S4m over 2 years has been allocated for

this work.

o And, we are making real progress toward

B.C.’s first Poverty Reduction Strategy.

4
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Poverty Reduction Strategy:

e Right now, more than half a million people live in
poverty in our province, and thousands more are
near the edge. 160,000 single people and 200,000
families are living within a few thousand dollars of
the poverty line. That is unacceptable in a wealthy

province like ours.

e My priority as Minister is to deliver a Poverty

Reduction Strategy.

e We will table legislation this fall that includes
targets and timelines so that government is
transparent and accountable and the Strategy will

follow thereafter.

e The Strategy will address the problems that drive

people into poverty —and it will help remove the

5
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obstacles that so often trap people in the cycle of

poverty.

e We recently completed the public engagement
process — to better understand poverty in our
province, and to provide insight and ideas on how

we can help people.

o Thousands of people provided feedback in

person or online.

o We visited 28 communities to hold public
meetings. Sixty per cent of the people who
attended self-identified as having lived
experience of poverty. Many remarked that
no one had ever asked them for their
thoughts on how to tackle poverty —and they
told us how important this process was, to

have government listen.

6
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o There was a distinct Indigenous engagement
process - BC Association of Aboriginal
Friendship Centres hosted 27 meetings; 7

were organized by Metis Nation BC.

o 100 small group discussions were held by

community organizations; and
o 62 stakeholders submitted policy briefs

e \We received a lot of feedback and | look forward

to sharing a What We Heard Report in June.

e We will release the strategy once we are done
analyzing the feedback and we better understand
the scope of what needs to be done to make

meaningful changes for people living in poverty.

e Though my ministry will lead this effort, we won't

do it alone - it will be a cross-government effort.

7
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e And we are already working across government to
reduce poverty and address the barriers people

face:

e Record funding was announced for affordable

housing and childcare in the February budget;

e Modular housing is being built in many
communities for people who are homeless or at

risk; and

e The path to a $15 minimum wage has been

charted.

e And while the Strategy is being developed, we will
implement other changes and continue the fight

against poverty.

8
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Budget 2018:

e Budget 2018 shows we can have both a strong

economy and well-funded services.

e |t shows that investing in people is the best

investment you can make.

e And it demonstrates that the efforts to reduce
poverty — to make people’s lives better — are at
the heart of this government’s approach.

o By far, the #1 concern we heard through the
Poverty Reduction consultation is the lack of

affordable housing.

o The largest investment in affordable housing
in B.C.’s history - S7 billion over ten years -

will help answer those calls.

9

Page 71 of 138 GCP-2019-91950



o And Childcare is at the root of successful
families, communities and moreover our
society.

o People have asked for quality, affordable
care. With this historic $1-billion investment

over 3 years, we’ve delivered.

e My ministry:

o The overall budget for the ministry for
2018/19 is $3.4 billion. That’s up $96-million
from the September update.

o $2.2-billion of that is for income, disability,
and supplementary assistance — this includes
the S100 increase in rates.

o $350 million supports employment programs
through WorkBC. That’s an increase of
approximately $24 million — money that will
expand services to new groups of people,
including the working poor.
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o The $96 million in new funding will go to a
number of services, including:

= S69 million for the new transportation
supplement.

= S2 million is to for 30 new front-line staff,
20 of whom will staff our phone lines.

= And CLBC saw $25 million in net new
funding. For a total of $60.6 million when
combined with increases announced last
fiscal year.

= This will help CLBC maintain services to
the 21,000 people it currently serves, and
provide new services or increases to
around 3,000 people.

" |n total, the provincial government will
invest $998.2 million into CLBC for
2018/109.
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Conclusion:

e This government has three priorities: make life
more affordable; improve services for people; and

build a strong, sustainable economy.

e All three are part of our work in the ministry.

e All three are an important focus for the Poverty

Reduction Strategy.
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