From: Pivnick, Evan V LASS:EX

To: Smith, George AG:EX

Subject: FW: Furstenau welcomes legislation to enable proportional representation referendum
Date: Wednesday, November 29, 2017 5:01:55 PM

Attachments: Furstenau welcomes legislation to enable proportional representation referendum.pdf

Letter from BC Green caucus to Premier Horgan.pdf

B.C. GREEN CAUCUS

For immediate release
October 4, 2017

Furstenau welcomes legislation to enable proportional representation
referendum

VICTORIA, B.C. - Sonia Furstenau, B.C. Green Party spokesperson for electoral
reform, today welcomed the government legislation to enable a referendum on
proportional representation. Attorney General Eby introduced the Electoral Reform
Referendum 2018 Act.

“Proportional representation is about making sure every British Columbian’s vote
counts,” said Furstenau.

“B.C. is a diverse province. It is essential that people from all corners of our province
feel their voice is heard in their legislature. Canada is one of the last OECD countries
to not adopt a proportional voting system. It is time we took this important step
towards bringing our democracy into the 21st century.

“As we proceed towards the referendum, it is imperative that the process is fair,
transparent and includes robust public engagement. An independent process is
essential to ensuring the integrity of the referendum.

“We are currently awaiting more details about the engagement process and look
forward to being an active participant. Our caucus has sent a letter to the Premier
notifying him that our caucus will limit our involvement going forward to the public
engagement process. This means that no consultations as envisioned in CASA will
take place between our office and the office of the Attorney General with respect to
the administration of the referendum, including respecting the complete
independence of his office to draft the referendum question.

“I am deeply encouraged that the Premier has repeatedly voiced his support for
proportional representation, and that his caucus recommitted in our Confidence and
Supply Agreement to campaign on the yes side of this referendum. | look forward to
working with the government on the campaign to engage British Columbians in this
important discussion about the future of our democracy.”
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Furstenau welcomes legislation to enable proportional representation referendum

VICTORIA, B.C. - Sonia Furstenau, B.C. Green Party spokesperson for electoral reform, today
welcomed the government legislation to enable a referendum on proportional representation.
Attorney General Eby introduced the Electoral Reform Referendum 2018 Act.

“Proportional representation is about making sure every British Columbian’s vote counts,” said
Furstenau.

“B.C. is a diverse province. It is essential that people from all corners of our province feel their
voice is heard in their legislature. Canada is one of the last OECD countries to not adopt a
proportional voting system. It is time we took this important step towards bringing our
democracy into the 21st century.

“As we proceed towards the referendum, it is imperative that the process is fair, transparent and
includes robust public engagement. An independent process is essential to ensuring the
integrity of the referendum.

“We are currently awaiting more details about the engagement process and look forward to
being an active participant. Our caucus has sent a letter to the Premier notifying him that our
caucus will limit our involvement going forward to the public engagement process. This means
that no consultations as envisioned in CASA will take place between our office and the office of
the Attorney General with respect to the administration of the referendum, including respecting
the complete independence of his office to draft the referendum question.

“I am deeply encouraged that the Premier has repeatedly voiced his support for proportional
representation, and that his caucus recommitted in our Confidence and Supply Agreement to
campaign on the yes side of this referendum. | look forward to working with the government on
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
of BRITISH COLUMBIA

!

John Horgan

Premier of British Columbia
Parliament Buildings

V8V 1 X4

Dear Premier Horgan,

We are writing you concerning today’s introduction of the Electoral Referendum Act, 2018, a
piece of legislation that will enable a province wide referendum that will ask British Columbians
whether BC should adopt a voting system based on a form of proportional representation.

As part of this announcement, it was outlined that the Attorney General will be acting as an
independent official and that his office will be responsible for drafting the referendum process
and question. It was further outlined that in order to ensure independence, the Attorney General
will be recusing himself from Cabinet and/or caucus discussions regarding the referendum.

We want to express our support for these measures that will ensure a fair, transparent, and
legitimate referendum process and question can be developed.

‘This question of independence also touches on the agreement outlined in the Confidence and
Supply Agreement signed between our two caucuses, which creates a relationship that includes
consultation on key policy measures.

To further ensure that the Attorney General’'s office can operate with independence, we want to
confirm in writing that the BC Green Caucus will not seek to consult with the Attorney General's
office when it comes to evaluating submissions that are made to the ministry during the
engagement phase, or on the subsequent decisions regarding the development of a referendum
process and referendum question.

We look forward to working with you and your caucus on directly engaging with British
Columbians about the importance of changing to a system of proportional representation, and
strongly campaigning in support of this once the process has been developed by the Attorney

General.
=G

Andrew Weaver Sonia Furstenau Adam Qlsen
Leader, B.C. Green caucus  MLA, Cowichan Valley MLA, Saanich North and the Islands

Singe

ly,

Legislative Office

Room 028 Parliament Buildings
Victoria BC V8V 1X4

T 250-387-8347

Andrew. Weavermla@leg be.ca
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From: Pivnick, Evan V LASS:EX

To: Smith, George AGIEX

Subject: Amendment

Date: Wednesday, November 22, 2017 11:40:02 AM
Attachments: Amendment to Bill - 10 to 5.docx

See attached.

Evan Pivnick

Senior Strategic Issues Manager
BC Green Party Caucus

W: 250-387-3087

E: evan.pivnick@leg.bc.ca
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Proposed Amendment to Bill

Adam Olsen to move, in Committee of the Whole on

Bill 3

Election Amendment Act, 2017

To amend as follows:

Section 20, in the proposed section 215.04 (5) (b) (i) by deleting the text shown as struck out
and adding the text shown as underlined:

(i) in the most recent general election received at least 8% 5% of the total number
of valid votes cast in the election, or

Adam Olsen, MLA
Saanich North and the Islands
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From: Pivnick, Evan V LASS:EX

To: Smith, George AG:EX

Subject: RE: Letter

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2017 4:13:26 PM
Thank you!

Evan

From: Smith, George AG:EX [mailto:George.Smith@gov.bc.ca]
Sent: Wednesday, October 11, 2017 4:03 PM

To: Pivnick, Evan <Evan.Pivnick@leg.bc.ca>

Subject: Letter
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