MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT
MEETING INFORMATION NOTE
June 18, 2015
File: 284869
CLIFF/tracking #:284869

PREPARED FOR: Honourable Mary Polak, Minister of Environment

DATE AND TIME OF MEETING: June 26, 2015, 1:00pm

ATTENDEES: Minister Polak, Bob Davidson, Lori Halls, Graham Knox, Jim Hofweber
ISSUE(S): Emergency marine response tugboats on the BC coast

BACKGROUND:

Bob Davidson of Silver Beach Consulting works with First Nations and remote
communities throughout BC to support clients in their economic and social development
projects.

.13

DISCUSSION:

First Nations and local governments are concerned about the lack of dedicated marine
response tugboats on the BC Coast.

The recent Simushir incident highlighted that the lack of dedicated rescue tugs in the area
of Haida Gwaii to ensure a prompt response. In this incident, a US-based tug of
opportunity was eventually identified, but was unable to arrive on scene in a timely
manner. While Canadian Coast Guard, in addition to providing Search and Rescue
services, took measures to prevent Simushir from making landfall before the tug arrived,
weather played the most critical role in preventing the Simushir from making landfall.
Had weather conditions not ameliorated, the outcome may have been much worse. This
incident highlights the lack of dedicated rescue tugs in British Columbia and the north
coast in particular. Currently, the approach in Canada is to rely upon a “tug of
opportunity” being available and having the appropriate capability to render assistance to
a vessel in distress at the time of an incident.

The Canadian Coast Guard does not currently maintain equipment for the purposes of
towing, and their vessels do not have sufficient capability to hold, or tow, a large sea
going vessel in the types of weather and sea states that can reasonably be expected on the
BC coast. Western Canada Marine Response Corporation (WCMRC) is a certified
response organization required, under federal law, to maintain equipment to respond to
spills along the coast of BC out to Canada’s 200 nautical mile limit. WCMRC does not
have any capability or requirements to provide a marine salvage or towing capability.
Washington State currently has an emergency response towing vessel stationed at Neah
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Bay in Makah Tribe territory at the entrance to Juan de Fuca Strait. The rescue tug is
required by state law and funded by the marine sectors that create the risk.

.13

s.13 Having an emergency response tugboat(s) stationed at strategic
locations along the coast would provide a critical asset to prevent spill incidents by
ensuring a rapid and reliable response to assist large seagoing vessels in distress. The
Province has highlighted the need for industry-funded dedicated rescue tugs on the coast
of BC to prevent incidents as part of recent heavy oil pipeline reviews and in our
submission to the federal tanker panel.

The report proposes to design and build a rescue tugboat station located at Old Massett,
similar to what is currently in place in Neah Bay, Washington, where they have an
emergency response tug stationed.

The report recommends:
s.13

The Province has commissioned a second Nuka Report following up on the 2013 West
Coast Spill Response Study. This study will make specific recommendations on
regulations and best practices to achieve world-leading marine spill response.

5.13,5.16
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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT
MEETING INFORMATION NOTE

Date: May 26, 2015
File:
CLIFF/tracking #: 283998

PREPARED FOR: Honourable Mary Polak, Minister of Environment
DATE AND TIME OF MEETING: June 3, 2015 at 3:15 PM

ATTENDEES: Barry Pages, Chair & Director (Village of Masset), Skeena Queen
Charlotte Regional District

ISSUE(S): Environmental emergency response to marine risk in Northwest British
Columbia.

BACKGROUND:

The Board of the Skeena-Queen Charlotte Regional District initially expressed concern
over emergency response in the Northwest marine environment following the M.V.
Simushir incident on October 17, 2014. The incident involved the Russian bulk cargo
ship, M.V. Simushir, which lost power and drifted within 5.6 nautical miles of the coast
of Haida Gwaii. The Canadian Coast Guard arrived on scene about 14 hours after the
Simushir requested assistance and was able to provide limited aid. An American
tugboat was eventually able to tow the Simushir to Prince Rupert 39.5 hours after the
initial request for assistance. Following the incident, the Board contacted Minister Polak
requesting increased local resources to respond to potential spill risks to the Northwest
marine environment.

The Ministry of Environment’s participation in the incident included the activation of its
Emergency Operations Centre in Victoria and the deployment of five Incident
Management Team members to the Village of Queen Charlotte to establish an Incident
Command Post. Chief Administrative Officer Joan Merrick represented the Skeena-
Queen Charlotte Regional District at the time of the incident.

As the lead provincial program in the prevention, preparedness, mitigation, and response
to spills that effect the environment, the Ministry of Environment’s Environmental
Emergency Program continues its work in addressing concerns arising from this incident
and others in cooperation with other provincial agencies, industry, local governments, the
federal government, First Nations and other stakeholders.

1. Lessons from the Simushir Event

Lessons from the Simushir hosted by the Council of the Haida Nation in May 2015 in
Skidegate, Haida Gwaii, examined the Simushir incident in detail with representatives
from the Haida Nation and other coastal First Nations, federal and provincial staff,
including the Environmental Emergency Program. Participants identified lessons learned
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in an effort to apply those lessons to the current emergency response system. A summary
report is expected soon.

2. Marine Planning Partnership for the North Pacific Coast

As part of a co-led partnership between the Province of B.C. and 18 coastal Nations, the
Marine Planning Partnership (MaPP) for the North Pacific Coast, held a series of two-day
workshops throughout the North Coast, including Haida Gwaii, in Spring, 2014 to
develop a better understanding of response preparedness for the area. Following the
completion of these collaborative stakeholder workshops, MaPP completed four sub-
regional marine plans (Central Coast, Haida Gwaii, North Coast, and North Vancouver
Island) providing recommendations for key areas of marine management, including uses,
activities and protection. The Province was a key participant in these workshops and is
now focused on drafting implementation agreements for future action with First Nations.

3. Legislative Review

As a result of work with industry, First Nations, local governments and other
stakeholders throughout 2013 and 2014, the Ministry released a second policy intentions
paper that clearly articulates the policy it intends to advance to achieve world leading
land-based spill response. Requirements under consideration will address:

e New spill preparedness, response and restoration requirements (e.g., response
times, geographic response plans, response equipment, planning requirements,
communication requirements, exercises, training, and a recovery process.)

e A provincially regulated preparedness and response organization; and,

e Anenhanced Environmental Emergency Response Program to ensure the
province has the ability to fully participate in and administer the new regime.

Many of the new requirements will also apply in the marine setting.

The Ministry will continue to engage local government, first nations and industry as work
on the development of new regulations advances.

4. NUKA Research report on the current gaps and opportunities for improving
prevention, preparedness, response and recovery for marine spill incidents

A comprehensive study assessing current marine-spill preparedness and response
capabilities was released by the Province in October 2013. The study outlines necessary
improvements to achieve a world-class system to ensure B.C.'s coast is protected from
potential marine spills. The study was commissioned to provide B.C. with an
independent assessment of the existing federal marine spill regime. Links to the report
were sent to SQCRD previously.

5. Jurisdictional Challenges
5.13,5.16
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The Ministry of Environment provided feedback on this regime and continues to work
with federal partners to improve the spill prevention, preparedness and response regime
across the province with respect to spills in both marine and land-based environments.

DISCUSSION:

The M.V. Simushir incident raised questions about the current northwest coastal marine
safety system, and whether the province, the federal government, industry and coastal
communities are sufficiently prepared to respond to these types incidents. Current
concerns impacting effective provincial and federal response to a marine spill include:

e Challenges in responding in a remote area including housing and feeding
responders, transporting equipment and personnel over large distances, lack of
disposal facilities and a lack of salvage or marine fire-fighting capabilities.

e A lack of available spill response equipment and trained personnel.

e Safety and operational challenges due to the weather and sea conditions in the
area which may limit response activities.

The province continues its work to address these concerns in cooperation with other
provincial agencies, industry, local governments, the federal government, First Nations
and other stakeholders and through the Ministry’s legislative review to strengthen BC’s
spill preparedness and response policies and capacity.

5.13,5.16

Attachments: Appendix 1: Biographical Notes and Organisation Profile
Appendix 2: Summary of NUKA Report
Attachment 1: Reference 1250928 incoming Pages October 21, 2014
Attachment 2: Reference 211188 letter Minister Feb 4, 2015
Attachment 3: Reference 22901 Incoming Pages February 25, 2015
Attachment 4: Reference 280603 Letter Minister May 21, 2015
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Contact:
Lori Halls

Assistant Deputy Minister,
Environmental Protection
Phone: 250 387-9997

Alternate Contact:
Daphne Dolhaine
Manager, Environmental
Emergency Program

Phone: 250 356-9833

Reviewed by Initials Date
DM WS 06/01/15
DMO
ADM
Dir./Mgr.

Author KD 05/26/15

Prepared by:
Kristin Day

Emergency Planning Analyst,
Environmental Emergency Program

Phone: 250 953-3407
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APPENDIX 1: Biographical Notes and Organisation Profile

Barry Pages is the Chair and Director of the 2015 Skeena-Queen Charlotte Regional
District Board.

The Skeena-Queen Charlotte Regional District (SQCRD) is a partnership of four
electoral areas and five municipalities that provide local government services to 19,000
residents living on the north coast of British Columbia and Haida Gwaii, within the
traditional territories of the Tsimshian and Haida First Nations. The SQCRD administers
services ranging from solid waste management and recycling to land use planning, water
supply and public safety.

The municipalities and electoral areas in the SQCRD are:
e (City of Prince Rupert
e District of Port Edward
e Village of Queen Charlotte
e Village of Port Clements
e Village of Masset
e [Electoral Area A - Dodge Cove
e FElectoral Area C - Oona River
e Electoral Area D — rural Graham Island (Miller Creek, Lawnhill, Tlell, Nadu, Tow Hill)
e Electoral Area E — Sandspit
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APPENDIX 2: Summary of NUKA Report

A comprehensive study assessing current marine-spill preparedness and response
capabilities was released by the Province October 10, 2013. The study also outlines
necessary improvements to achieve a world-class system to ensure B.C.'s coast is
protected from potential marine spills. The study was commissioned to provide B.C.
with an independent assessment of the existing federal marine spill regime. The West
Coast Spill Response Study contains three volumes.

Volume 1

An assessment of the existing marine-spill prevention and response
regime in place for B.C.

Volume 1 examines Canada's regulatory framework with a focus on the one industry-
funded response organization based in B.C. -WCMRC. Nuka Research ran a series of
simulated oil spills to illustrate how much spilled oil could be collected using WCMRC's
equipment, resources and personnel brought in from nearby U.S. states. Based on the
results of the simulations and a high level review of existing laws and regulations, several
areas warranting further consideration and possible enhancement are identified. These
include the response planning standard, general oversight, inter-agency co-ordination, the
location of resources along B.C.'s coastline, and planning assumptions and operational
procedures such as a significant reliance on contractors and an assumed 24-hour
operational period.

Volume 2

Vessel traffic study assessing current and potential levels of shipping on
the west coast of Canada and the current volume of hydrocarbons being
shipped or used as fuel.

Volume 2 is the first extensive analysis of vessel traffic performed for this area and
compiles the movement of vessels for six passage lines along the B.C. coast. Key
information was collected for more than 54,000 vessel tracks across those passage lines
over the two-year period from 2011-2012. The vast majority of vessel transits (78 per
cent) occur in southern B.C. While overall vessel traffic is forecasted to remain much
higher in the Vancouver area than farther north on the coast, the greatest changes could
be seen based on potential traffic going in and out of Prince Rupert, Stewart and Kitimat.

Volume 3

An analysis to identify international best practices and the elements
required for establishing a world-class marine spill preparedness and
response system.

Volume 3 presents a high-level overview of the features of a world-class system with
recommendations and considerations for areas of enhancement. Eleven key features of a
world-class system are identified and categorized into three groups.
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Prevention Elements:

e Vessel operations surpass international safety and spill prevention standards.

e Vessel traffic is monitored and, in higher-risk areas, actively managed to prevent
accidents.

e Rescue and salvage resources can be on-scene quickly enough to be effective after
an incident or spill.

Preparedness and Response Elements:

e Geographic areas are prioritized for protection from oil spills.

e Contingency planning is comprehensive, integrated and well understood by all
relevant parties.

e Sufficient equipment can be deployed quickly to respond to a worst-case spill.

e Sufficient personnel are available to respond to a worst-case spill.

e A process is in place to restore damaged resources and to promote ecosystem
recovery after a spill.

System Elements:

e Government ensures compliance and transparency.

e All parties actively pursue continuous improvement through research and
development and the testing of planning assumptions.

e Financial mechanisms and resources meet needs from initiating the response
through recovery.

7 of 7

Page9 of 20MOE-2015-52951



f”“\;ji {00 SKEENA-QUEEN CHARLOTTE REGIONAL DISTRICT

} 100 - 1st Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1A6
EE B
_'\W*\f,&_&%g \ Phone: (250) 624-2002 Fax: (250) 627 8493 - EPD C

—— Website: www. sqcrd boo ca

e .. - . S S

October 21, 2014 e Sal PT M

Minister of Environment

PO Box 9047 Stn Prov Govt - ST e
Victoria, B.C. L e
VW 9E2

Ministry of Environment o
Correspondence Unit

OCT 29 2014

Attention: Honourable Minister Mary Polak

Dear Minister Polak:

Re: Emergency Response to Marine Risk in Northwest B.C. ' -

On behalf of the Board of the Skeena-Queen Charlotte Regional District, | am writing to express
the Board's concern over the marine environment surrounding our region. The marine
envircnment has strong and deep ties to the region’s heritage and has sustained many of our
communities for generations ~ it is important to our economy and quality of life. As such,
protecting our marine envircnment from potential oil spills and other industrial risks should be a
pricrity for the Ministry of Environment B.C.

The recent event in which the Simushir, the Russian cargo ship, lost power and became adrift
off of the coast of Haida Gwaii on October 17. 2014 has highlighted the need for increased
resources, locally, to address and mitigate potential disasters.

Northwest B.C. is poised to see a dramatic increase in the level of economic activity taking
place throughout the region. In particular. the volume of marine traffic 1s bound to increase as
new and existing resource industries develop and expand. While we welcome growth in
industry, an increase in vessel traffic brings greater risk for potential spills or other damage that
may have significant impact on our coastal environment.

On the morning of October 17, 2014, when it was announced that the Simushir became adrift off
of the Coast of Haida Gwaii, response vessels from the City of Prince Rupert and Alaska were
called upon to provide support and mitigate potential risk. However, nearly twenty-four hours
had elapsed before the Simushir was safely secured and towed away from Haida Gwait.

The Board would like to, respectfully, request that the Ministry of Environment B.C. address the

issue and need for increased resources, on a local level, to respond to potential risks of this
nature.
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Yaours truly,

SKEENA-QUEEN CHARLOTTE REGIONAL DISTRICT
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Barry Pages
Chair
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

Reference: 211188
February 4, 2015

Barry Pages _

Chair, Skeena-Queen Charlotte Regional District
100 — 1** Avenue East

Prince Rupert BC V8J 1A6

Dear Mr, Pages:

Thank you for your letter of October 21, 2014, regarding emergency response risks to the north
coast. I apologize for the delay in responding.

The Ministry of Environment understands and shares the concerns you have raised regarding the
importance of our coastal resources and ensuring they are being adequately protected from the
risk of spills. Staff in our Environmental Emergency Program are actively working on these
issues and the establishment of world leading spill preparedness and response regimes.

The provincial government is an intervenor in the National Energy Board’s review of both the
Enbridge Northern Gateway and the current Trans-Mountain Expansion projects. In that
capacity, the province has raised, and continues to raise, the need for improved marine spill
prevention, preparedness, response and recovery.

To further analyze and explore these issues, the province commissioned Nuka Research and
Planning Group, LLC to prepare a report on the current gaps and opportunities for improving
prevention, preparedness, response and recovery for marine spill incidents

(the Nuka report). The Nuka report outlined essential elements required to establish a world
leading regime. The province provided a submission to the federal government’s Tanker Safety
Expert Panel that outlined the province’s concerns and recommendations for improvements.
Both the Nuka report and the Province’s submission highlighted the need for prevention
measures. Such measures include dedicated rescue tugs, helicopter deployable emergency vessel
tow systems and the establishment of dedicated shipping routes to keep large vessels at the
maximum possible distance from shorelines and sensitive areas when transiting to and from our
ports and along our coast. This is directly applicable to the recent Simushir incident.

2
Ministry of Office of the Mailing Address: Telephone: 250 387-1187
Environment Minister Parliament Buildings Facsimile: 250 387-1356

Victoria BC VBV 1X4
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The Province is also actively reviewing the provincial spill preparedness and response regime.
This ongoing work includes establishing a steering committee and a number of working groups,
a symposium on world leading practices and issuing two policy Intentions Papers seeking
feedback from the public and other interested parties on the options and ideas that have been
generated. Participants include industry, First Nations, local government, other key
stakeholders and other provincial and federal representatives.

Specific to the Simushir incident, the Province activated our Provincial Spill Incident
Management Team and established a multi-agency Incident Command Post on Haida Gwaii to
provide an integrated response. Both an internal and multi-agency debrief of this incident have
now occutred and we are in the process of summarizing the findings. These summaries will
inform our ongoing discussions with the federal government and provide recommendations for
future actions by the province and the other participants.

Our Environmental Emergency Program staff would be happy to meet and engage with you to
discuss your concerns, our ongoing work and opportunities for the regional district to work with
us on these issues in greater detail. Please contact Daphne Dolhaine, acting Manager of
Preparedness and Prevention in our Victoria office at 250 356-9833 or Norm Fallows, Senior
Environmental Emergency Response Officer in our Smithers office at 250 847-7259.

Thank you again for raising these important concerns.

Sincerely,

Mary Polak
Minister

ce: Daphne Dolhaine, A/Manager of Preparedness and Prevention, Environmental
Protection Division, Ministry of Environment
Norm Fallows, Senior Environmental Emergency Response Officer, Environmental
Protection Division, Ministry of Environment
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SKEENA-QUEEN CHARLOTTE REGIONAL DISTRICT
14 — 342 3" Avenue West Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1L5
Phone: (250) 624-2002 Fax: (250) 627-8493
Website: www.sqcrd.bc.ca

. EPD-EER
' MiNESTEQ’S OFFICE - |

February 25, 2015 MINISTRY OF ENWRSP?%E:’ESD
Minister of Environment
PO Box 9047 Stn Prov Gowt MAR 0 3 2015
Victoria, B.C. - DM Regly @/fl et CDMbely O
V8W 9E2 O Suthtenm 13 Anrsctro_ InfofFite

' o Qe T -—--—_ma.__:.,._f
Attenltlon: Honourable Minister Mary Polak j_&\uph 1;1' {“; i i

Dear Minister Polak:

Re: Emergency Response to Marine Risk in Northwest B.C.

On behalf of the Board of the Skeena-Queen Charlotte Regional District (SQCRD), | am writing
to thank you for your response letter, dated February 4, 2015, in which you outline the steps the
provincial government is taking to improve marine spill prevention, preparedness, response and
recovery in relation to our coastal resources.

Your correspondence also notes that the province has commissioned the Nuka Research and
Planning Group, LLC to prepare a report on the current gaps and opportunities for improving
prevention, preparedness, response and recovery for marine spill incidents. The Board of the
SQCRD would like to, respectfully, request a copy of the aforementioned report for its records.

The Board strongly feels that these issues need to be further analyzed and explored to minimize
the risk of any potential future oil spill off of our coast, and is pleased to hear that the Province is
also reviewing the provincial spill preparedness and response regime with industry, First
Nations, and local, provincial and federal governments to address these concerns. Of course,
the SQCRD welcomes the opportunity to participate in any future processes or discussions to
this effect.

At this time, the Board of the SQCRD would like to extend an invitation to yourself, and Ministry
staff, to further discuss issues relating to emergency response to marine risk in northwest B.C.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the office of the SQCRD.

[N onsence Unit

i—a{aﬁ 04 2015
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Yours truly,

SKEENA-QUEEN CHARLOTTE REGIONAL DISTRICT

Barry Pages
Chair

«df
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

Reference: 280603
May 21,2015

Barry Pages, Chair
and Directors
Skeena-Queen Charlotte Regional District
14 - 342 3rd Avenue West
Prince Rupert BC V8J 1L5

Dear Chair Pages and Directors:

Thank you for your letter of February 25, 2015, regarding your request to meet and discuss
emergency response to marine risk in Northwest British Columbia (BC). I apologize for the
delay in responding.

I am looking forward to our meeting scheduled for June 3, 2015. In the meantime, [ would like
to provide the following information in advance of our time together.

The Nuka reports to which I referred in my February 2015 letter are available on the ministry
website at _ '
http://www2.gov.be.ca/gov/topic.page?id=A6DEFATF6E344CO89AEBEE62B6982A6A. As
noted below, they are large files and the ministry has limited access to hard copies.

e Volume 1 (7.98MB) — An initial assessment and gap analysis of the existing marine spill
prevention and response regime in place for BC.

e  Volume 2 (5.81MB) — A vessel traffic study assessing the current and potential levels of
shipping on the west coast of Canada, and the current volume of hydrocarbons being
shipped or used as fuel. _

e Volume 3 (4.98MB) — An analysis to identify international best practices and elements
required for establishing a world class marine spill preparedness and response regime,
which is one of BC’s five conditions for considering heavy oil transport.

At this time, as follow up to the consultation process I described in my February 4, 2015 letter,
ministry staff are preparing recommendations for our government to consider moving forward.
This process is not over. We will continue to engage local governments, First Nations and
industry as we continue to develop any new regulations. I have asked staff to include Skeena-
Queen Charlotte Regional District in future work toward enhancing British Columbia’s spill
preparedness and response regulatory regime.

2
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I'do agree that we need to continue to analyze these issues. We also continue to work with
federal partners to improve the spill prevention, preparedness and response regime across the
province with respect to spills in both marine and land-based environments. Staff participated in
recent meetings led by our federal partners on the issue of marine preparedness. Staff are also
participating in additional debrief sessions with Transport Canada, the Haida Nation and the
Coast Guard with respect to the Simushir event.

Thank you again for your letter and I look forward to our upcoming meeting.

Sincerely,
Mary Polak
Minister

cc:  Lori Halls, Assistant Deputy Minister, Environmental Protection Division, Ministry of
Environment
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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT
INFORMATION NOTE
May 5, 2015
File:
CLIFF/tracking #: 283649

PREPARED FOR: Honourable Mary Polak, Minister of Environment

ISSUE: British Columbia/Canada collaboration with US jurisdictions on marine spill
preparedness and response

BACKGROUND:

Close collaboration with neighbouring jurisdictions is critical to a world-leading marine
spill response regime. Cross-border partnerships and mutual aid agreements enable all
jurisdictions to cooperate and coordinate on prevention, preparedness, response and
recovery efforts, and facilitate the movement of response resources and personnel from
one jurisdiction to another during a major emergency. Further, in the case of British
Columbia’s shared borders with both Alaska and Washington, it is imperative that
Canadian and American responders are prepared to work seamlessly in the event of a
trans-boundary spill (where a spill beginning in one jurisdiction spreads over the coastal
waters and shorelines of both countries).

It is because of the threat of trans-boundary spills and the potential need for mutual aid
(see summary item No.4) that British Columbia and Canada have developed formal
agreements with partner US jurisdictions. These are:

1. Pacific States/British Columbia Oil Spill Task Force

The Task Force was established in 1989 by British Columbia and Washington State as a
result of the significant cross-border challenges that arose during the 1988 Nestucca oil
barge incident off the coast of Washington. Soon after, Alaska, Oregon, and California
joined, with Hawaii joining in 2001. Its key purposes are to share information among
members about spill prevention, preparedness, response and recovery, facilitate joint
projects to advance spill response practices, encourage best practices for industry, and
work collectively to advance policies that help prevent oil spills and protect resources at
risk, among other activities.

The Task Force meets four times annually to discuss emerging issues and complete a
wide variety of activities based on the Task Force’s strategic and annual work plans.
Every year the Task Force holds an annual meeting and every three years hosts the Clean
Pacific oil spill conference. BC is hosting this year’s Task Force on June 16-18, 2015.
The conference provides a forum for responders, operators, regulators, equipment
providers, First Nations and key stakeholder groups to openly discuss best practices and
industry trends. This year the focus is on the growth in crude transportation across the
west in response to growing concerns with pipelines and oil by rail incidents.
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2. Canada-US Joint Marine Pollution Contingency Plan and Canada-US Joint
Inland Plan
The purpose of the plan is to provide a coordinated system for planning, preparedness
and response to spills in trans-boundary areas. It supplements the existing national
response system of each country to ensure cooperative bilateral response planning at both
the local and national level. There are two annexes to the marine plan that involve British
Columbia, one covering the Juan de Fuca Straight (CANUSPAC) and the other covering
the Dixon Entrance between Haida Gwaii and Alaska (CANUSDIX) for marine
incidents. There are also two annexes to the inland plan that address terrestrial and
freshwater spills that cross international borders covering southeast Alaska
(CANUSWEST-NORTH), Washington, Idaho, and Montana (CANUSWEST).

These plans were developed to assist federal, state/provincial, local, and tribal/aboriginal
responders to mitigate the effects of oil and hazardous material spills on human health
and safety, environment, and property by specifying the processes needed to facilitate an
effective response to environmental emergency incidents on either side of the British
Columbia — Canada — US border. Participants include the Border States, British
Columbia, the respective coast guards (ship source spills), the US Environmental
Protection Agency and Environment Canada (terrestrial and freshwater source spills).

DISCUSSION:

Preparing for spill response across borders where authorities, rules and requirements in
one jurisdiction differ from those in another create challenges. The purpose of the
Canada-US Plan is to overcome those challenges before a spill occurs. The annexes to
this plan are supposed to be tested in large-scale exercises in alternating years. The
CANUSDIX exercise schedule has been consistent over the last five years, with the next
one occurring in Prince Rupert in August 2015. However, the CANUSPAC exercise has
been less consistent (though one was held last year in Blaine, Washington). The meetings
and exercises on the inland plans have been even less consistent.

Previously, rules under the Canada Shipping Act, limited the ability for US responders to
cross over into Canada in the event of a major spill (responder immunity was not
guaranteed in Canada like it was in the US so responders were not prepared to come to
Canada and face the liability risks associated with responding). This major administrative
issue has recently been addressed by Canada, however US based response organizations
continue to express legal concerns.

Canada’s capacity to respond to spills has long been criticized by US neighbours. For
example, FOI requests in the US revealed that in 2013 Washington Department of
Ecology officials briefed their governor to express concern about BC’s lack of authority
over marine waters and the fact that the federal regime is far behind the capacity of what
Washington State has in place.
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SUMMARY:

Five areas related to trans-boundary spill preparedness and responses that must be
addressed to build a world-leading marine spill response regime are:

(1) robust and sustained program for cross-border training, drills, and large scale
exercises with full participation from federal and provincial agencies, local
government, and First Nations;

(2) ensuring that there are surplus resources that can be released from their respective
jurisdiction, and the legal provisions are in place to allow for the rapid mobility of
responders to respond across borders;

(3) increased response capabilities and capacity in Canada to ensure an effective

response;
5.13,5.16

(5) clarity on how improvements to Canada’s regime integrate with the existing
arrangements under the Canada-US Joint Marine Pollution Contingency Plan.

Contact: Alternate Contact: Prepared by:
Lori Halls Jim Hofweber Graham Knox
EPD EEP & LR Branch Director, EEP
250-397-9997 250 387-9971 250 356-8383
Reviewed by Initials Date
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30of3

Page20 of 20MOE-2015-52951



