MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND
CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY
INFORMATION NOTE
Date: January 18, 2019
File: 280-40
CLIFF/eApprovals #:337428/13123

PREPARED FOR: Honourable George Heyman, Minister of Environment and Climate
Change Strategy

ISSUE: Possible boundary amendment to Ts’il?0s Park (in the title area); to support
Minister attendance at the Tsilhqot’in and BC Leadership Table meeting on January 28,
2019.

BACKGROUND:
s.13,5.16

s.13,5.16

A similar extension/amendment to Ts’il?0s Park boundaries was considered in the past as
a Goal 2 extension (Map attached). Both Ts’il?0s Park and the upper Chilko River are in
title area.

There are a number of existing private properties along the north side of the Chilko River,
which are excluded from both the Title Land and the boundaries proposed in the Goal 2
extension. Many of the properties belong to commercial operators who operate lodges,
angler guiding, and provide for bear viewing opportunities in the upper Chilko River
area.

DISCUSSION:

The proposed expansion to Ts’il?0s may cause challenges and may not resolve all
perceived issues with human activities in the Chilko River area. BC Parks would have
additional resourcing and staffing requirements, and would have the same policy,
legislative, and operational challenges as with other parks in title area. For example,
issuance of PUPs in title area parks has been delayed in the past and uncertainties have
arisen about public access to parks in the tribal area.

The Parks Act does not provide all authorities needed to manage the human activities in
the Chilko River area. For example, federal legislation, such as the Navigable Waters Act,
affords some of the othernecessary authorities.
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In addition, a detailed long term vision for provincial parks in the title area (beyond
agreements such as the Memorandum of Understanding) has not been completely
formulated and may be a prerequisite to make such an extension/park amendment a
success as it would provide necessary certainty.

Relations with tourism operators in the north Chilko Lake area have been strained and the
amendment to Ts’il?0s Park boundaries may have a large effect by introducing new
requirements associated with holding PUPs which would be necessary to operate in the
upper Chilko River.

s.13,5.16

s.13,5.16

SUMMARY
s.13,5.16

This proposed park expansion could result in the same policy, legislative, and operational
challenges as with other parks in title area. The Park Act does not provide all
authorities/jurisdiction needed to manage human activities along the Chilko River.
Tourism operators in the area may not support the park expansion.

Attachment: Tsi’il?0s Park Goal 2 Addition Map

Contact: Alternative Contact: Prepared by:
Jim Standen, ADM Volker Michelfelder Volker Michelfelder/Kurt Williams
BC Parks and COS Acting Regional Director  North Chilcotin Area Supervisor
Division Thompson Cariboo Thompson Cariboo
250-387-1288 250-982 2701 ext 7 250-398 4648
Reviewed by Initials Date
DM MZ 01/25/2019
DMO KK 01/22/2019
ADM IS 01/22/2019
Ex. Dir. ROB | RCA 01/21/2019
Dir./Mgr. VM 01/18/19
Author KW 01/16/2019
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Attachment: Tsi’il?o0s Park Goal 2 Addition Map

DRAFT

TSIL?OS PARK ADDITION
(aka TSYL-05 PARK)
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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND
CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY
BULLETS
January 17, 2019
File: 280-40
CLIFF/eApprovals #: 338456/13091

PREPARED FOR: Honourable George Heyman, Minister of Environment and Climate
Change Strategy (ENV)

SUBJECT: Meeting with Minister Selina Robinson, on January 28, at 5pm, to discuss
rodenticides and cosmetic pesticides.

BULLET RESPONSE:

e Rats can pose a risk to human health from the potential spread of disease, and can
have damaging effects on the environment by feeding on native plants and
animals.

e Rodenticides to control rats are one tool in a suite of options, including
mechanical traps and preventative measures, to manage infestations.

e ENV relies on Health Canada’s scientists to conduct health and environmental
reviews to ensure that pesticides allowed for use in Canada will not cause
unacceptable risk to people and the environment.

e Health Canada recently completed a re-evaluation of several rodenticide active
ingredients, and as a result imposed new label restrictions and risk mitigation
measures to help protect non-target wildlife species.

e Under the new requirements, only certified applicators and farmers may use
commercial second-generation anticoagulant rodenticides that pose the greatest
risk to wildlife. Outdoor uses of some formulations are now prohibited.

e BC(C’s Integrated Pest Management Regulation (IPMR) has additional
requirements for using rodenticides on public land: they must be applied by a
licenced operator with certified staff; baits may only be deployed in secure,
labelled bait stations; and IPM principles must be used when making pest
management decisions to avoid unnecessary use.

e Ministry staff stay current on potential risks from pesticides and will monitor the
impacts of rodenticide use on owls and other non-target wildlife.

e The use of rodenticides to control rats is not considered a cosmetic pesticide use.

e “Cosmetic” use of pesticides generally refers to use for aesthetic purposes to
improve the appearance of landscaped areas.

e In 2016, following a broad consultation and recommendations from the Special
Committee on Cosmetic Pesticides, new IPMR amendments came into force to
restrict the use of pesticides on landscaped areas.

e Additional authorization and training requirements were introduced, and
vendor/customer interaction was improved at the point of sale to confirm
appropriate pesticide use before purchase and to promote IPM.

e Program staff will continue outreach and compliance promotion on the new
requirements, and will look for further opportunities to improve the IPMR to
reduce the unnecessary use of pesticides in BC.
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ENV Approvals

Alternative Contact:

Reviewed by Initials Date
DM MZ Jan 24/19
DMO KK Jan 24/19
ADM DM Jan 23/19
ED KO Jan 23/19
Dir./Mgr. CZH Jan 21/19
Author LH Jan 17/19
Contact:

David Morel, ADM
Environmental Protection

Division

778-698-9242

Christa Zacharias-Homer
Environmental Standards

Branch

778-698-4911

Prepared by:
Lauren Hall
Environmental Standards

778-698-9277
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Ministry of
BRITISH Environment and
COLUMBIA | Climate Change Strategy

Options for marine
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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND
CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY
BULLETS
January 28, 2019
File: 280-40
CLIFF/eApprovals #: 334973/13234

PREPARED FOR: Honourable George Heyman, Minister of Environment and Climate
Change Strategy

SUBJECT: Minister meeting with Harmony Foundation Canada, on January 30, 1:45
pm, to discuss Caribou.

BULLET RESPONSE:

Our government is committed to caribou recovery while seeking to meet the social
and economic needs of British Columbians. As you are aware, the province
recently invested $27 million in the Provincial Caribou Recovery Program and
launched an engagement process with Indigenous communities, key stakeholders,
and the public on this program.

The province of British Columbia (BC) recognizes that the long-term success of
caribou recovery relies on an adequate supply of functioning caribou habitat. The
province has used the Park Act, Forest and Range Practices Act (FRPA) and the
Oil and Gas Activities Act to protect millions of hectares of caribou habitat from
industrial disturbance. Over eight million hectares has been designated as Ungulate
Winter Range or Wildlife Habitat Area under FRPA. In addition, more than one
million hectares of caribou habitat has been closed to recreational snowmobile use
to reduce the risk of disturbance and displacement.

The province also understands that more needs to be done to protect and restore
caribou habitat. To compliment future habitat protection efforts, the province
recently partnered with the Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation, providing a $2
million grant to support caribou habitat restoration projects.

Seventeen petitions driven by citizens, Indigenous nations, and organizations have
been filed under the Species at Risk Act (SARA), challenging the federal and
provincial efforts to recover Southern Mountain Caribou. The federal Minister of
Environment and Climate Change must recommend an Emergency Order (under
Section 80 of SARA) based on recent findings of imminent threat to Southern
Mountain Caribou.

BC and the federal government have been developing a Bilateral Conservation
Agreement under Section 11 of SARA. This agreement will be closely aligned with
BC’s own Provincial Caribou Recovery Program and include commitments to herd
plans, habitat protection, restorative projects, predator management, monitoring,
science and research, as well as ensuring that economic and job interests of
communities are addressed. Focused engagement on the draft Section 11
Agreement will take place with communities, Indigenous peoples and stakeholders
before this Agreement is finalized and signed.

BC and the federal government, in partnership with the West Moberly and Saulteau
First Nations, have also been negotiating a Caribou Recovery Partnership
Agreement, which will apply to the Central group of Southern Mountain Caribou.
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In early February, focused engagement on the draft Partnership Agreement will
take place with communities, Indigenous peoples and stakeholders.

e BC plans to initiate a comprehensive planning process early this year as part of the
Provincial Caribou Recovery Program that will provide local communities,
stakeholders, and Indigenous nations with an opportunity to be involved in
determining caribou recovery measures over the long term and protecting
community well-being.

Contact:

Jennifer McGuire, ADM

Environmental Sustainability
and Strategic Policy Division

250-387-9997

Alternate Contact:

Alec Dale

Environmental Sustainability
and Strategic Policy Division

778-698-4384

ENV Approvals
Reviewed by Initials Date
DM MZ Jan 29/19
DMO DC Jan 29/19
ADM JLM Jan 29/19
Exec Dir AD Jan 28/19
Dir./Mgr. CD Jan 28/19
Author CD Jan 28/19

Prepared by:

Celine Davis

Environmental Sustainability
and Strategic Policy Division

778-698-4060
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