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Introduction: 

Historically there have been a number of groups in society that have been chronically under-

represented in the post-secondary population, including students from low-income groups, 

aboriginals, first generation learners and persons with disabilities. Persons with disabilities have 

traditionally faced financial barriers to post-secondary education as well as various accessibility 

issues associated with the diverse nature of their specific disabilities. 

s.13 

Background: 

Students with a permanent disability demonstrating financial need in BC wishing to attend post-

secondary institutions are able to access a number of programs designed to provide financial 

support including student loans, grants and disability related equipment and services funding (up 

to $10,880 in loans and grants, and up to $20,000 for disability related equipment and services). 

The program most commonly accessed by post-secondary students with a permanent disability 

seeking resources to acquire adaptive equipment and/or services is the Canadian Student Grant 

for Services and Equipment for Students with Permanent Disabilities (CSG-SEPD). This grant 

provides up to $8,000 per year for students with permanent disabilities that require education-

related adaptive services and/or equipment (computer hardware and software, tutors, note-takers, 

interpreters, etc). 

However, there are a significant number of students with a permanent disability who require 

support in addition to CSG-SEPD funding to address disability related barriers to education. In 

addition, there are students with a permanent disability who are not eligible for CSG-SEPD 

funding due to the fact that they are enrolled in non post-secondary education programs. To 
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address these circumstances StudentAid BC (SABC) developed and implemented the Assistance 

Program for Students with a Disability (APSD) in 1998. 

The APSD is a block funded program delivered through public post-secondary institutions to 

augment the CSG-SEPD program in situations where a student with a permanent disability is in 

exceptional need, or where a student with a permanent disability is not eligible for the CSG-

SEPD for the reasons described above. The APSD program provides resources of up to $10,000 

per program year ($12,000 if a personal aide is required) for the acquisition of adaptive services 

and/or equipment. 

Delivery and direct administration of the program is conducted through a service delivery 

partner, which in this case is the Disability Coordinator (DC) at the participating institution (or in 

the case of some smaller institutions, the Financial Aid Officer). Eligibility for the APSD is 

established in one of two ways. In the case of students enrolled in post-secondary programs 

eligibility is established upon acceptance of Student Loan and Permanent Disability Program 

Applications. These verify the applicant's permanent disability and establish their financial need 

respectively. In the case of a student enrolled in non post-secondary programs there is a separate 

APSD application form which is used by the service delivery partner to verify the applicant's 

permanent disability and establish their financial need. 

Funding for the APSD is transferred to public post-secondary institutions on an annual basis, and 

the amount for each institution was established at the onset of program implementation based on 

the history of expenditures reported by the institutions for disability related services and 

equipment. s.13  
s.13 

A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) was established between the ministry and each 

participating institution which outlined the policy, procedures, expectations and reporting 

requirements and format associated with the program. 
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Objectives: 

No formal review of the APSD program has been conducted since its implementation, but annual 

reports are collated and reviewed by ministry staff. s 13 

s.13 

s.13 

s.13 	 At that time staff presented information on 

the APSD program and its application, and clearly emphasized ministry policy governing its use 

and dissemination. Staff also indicated that they would be conducting a more comprehensive 

review of the APSD program, and would be seeking input from the DC community. 

s.13 
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Methods: 

1. Review institution reports to identify students who have received APSD funding. Check 
equipment/services received against those on the CSG-SEPD approved list. 

2. Access student information on the Assistive Technology BC (ATBC) sl 3  
s .1 3 	 to determine if eligible 
recipients have exhausted CSG-SEPD benefits prior to receiving APSD funding. 

3. Review the non post-secondary paper application form with an eye towards completeness 
and ease of use. Liaise with institutions to determine if application form is being utilized 
and meeting the institution's needs. 

4. Review recent reported APSD expenditures at individual post-secondary institutions and 
compare to allocations identified at implementation of the program. 

5. Review the existing paper reporting form with an eye towards completeness and ease of 
use. Liaise with institutions to determine if the reporting form is accessible and 
convenient, and with operations staff to determine whether the form meets ministry 
needs. 

6. Review the existing MOA process with institutions and compare content against 
identified program objectives and existing APSD policy as reflected in the SABC Policy 
Manual. 
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Results and Discussion: 

1. 2010/11 institution's APSD expenditure reporting indicated that the majority of spending was 

being allocated to eligible services and/or equipment. s.13  
s.13 

A 

breakdown of total reported services and/or equipment expenditures is noted below (Figure 1). 

Figure 1. Reported Services and/or Equipment Expenditures 
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The data make it apparent that the APSD program is providing an important function in the 

delivery of adaptive services and equipment to students with disabilities. Analysis of the data on 

expenditure type revealed a strong emphasis on adaptive services including tutoring, assistants 

and captioning/inteipreting. Much of the equipment expenditures utilized were included in the 

multiple category, and expenditures for equipment alone were relatively modest. 5.13  
s . 13 

s.13 

s.13 	 revealed a number of instances where 
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s.13 

s.13 

s.13 

3. The non post-secondary paper application form (see Appendix I) was reviewed internally by 

policy and operations staff, and a request for input was also forwarded to the DC community 

through their executive committee. s.13 
s.13 

Input received through the DC Articulation Committee indicated that the form was adequate for 

the intended purpose, and was being utilized by institutions for program intake as required. 
s.13 

4. A review of APSD expenditures across institutions indicated a variable rate of expenditures 

reported over the previous seven years of the program's implementation s.13 
s.13 
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s.13,s.17 

s.13,s.17 

5. The APSD paper reporting form (see Appendix II) was reviewed internally by policy and 

operations staff, and a request for input was also forwarded to the DC community through their 

executive committee. s-13  
5.13 
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s.13 

6. A sample MOA (see Appendix III) was reviewed by SABC staff and was found to clearly 

communicate information regarding administration of the APSD program. s.13 
s.13 

s.13 
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s.13 
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Status: (Mark one box only) 

1 	I Single 	Single Parent 

ri Married 	Common Law 

fl Separated/Widowed/Divorced 

-EL 

Last Name First Name & Inttiallst 	Social insurarce Number 

1 	lililt liii liii Er- I 
Mailing Address 	 Student Number 

1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1111111111  
CitylTorsic 

I I_ 
Postal Code 

Province 

Area Code Telephone Number 

Personal Education Number 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Iii Gender 	Male Female 

Date of Birth Year 	WO 

Fl 	I  
Dey 	E-mail Address 

Name of Post-Secondary institution 	 Cankaus If Abolcablel 

FT EFT 	M111111111•111 11111111111M 	_LI  1 1 1 1 1 11 
How many dependants are living with you during the study period and have been claimed on your last year's income 
tax return? 	- 0 (NO DEPENDANTS) 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	0 T7 	8 19 710 
Are you in default of a previous StudentAid BC loan? 
This nformation will be verified. If you are in default. you are not eliable for this Program 	E YES 	NO 

How much in Assistance Program for Students with Disabilities grants do you owe M receipts or 
unused funds from previous applications? T 	 $FT -i1  1.00 

(enter '0' if none) . 	  

Appendix I — Non Post-Secondary APSD Application Form 

as/ 
Studenulid 

Assistance Program for Students with Disabilities 
Non Poet-Secondary Application 
Maximum grant per person per program year (April 1 to March 31) is 
S10,000 ($12,000 if for attendant care) Subject to available funding 

To be eligible for diis program, you must answer YES to ALL of the following questions 	Ye45 
1. Are you a student who has dodurnentaten of permanent cisabity from a medical sped.alst via field relevant to your 

disability? 
For the purposes of the assStance program for stucierts with Csablibes grant. 'permanent disabliti means 3 functional 
limitation caused by a physical or mental irroarment that rese-cts the ablity of a person to perform the daily activlies 
necessary to fully participate in stucies at a post-sc-concary level or r the labour fate and is expected to remain with the 
person for the person's expected natural life. (You need this documentation to aPPN 'or the APSD grant.) 
2. Are you a Canadari citizen, permanent resident .1andee immigrant:. or a protected person tying in Canada as defined 

in the immigration and Refugee Pr&ecsOn Act" 
If you are a permanent resident 'breed rrrnigra-t I. you must attach a copy of the appropriate legal documentation 
IIMM1003 or a copy of your permanent resdent card). 
if you are a protected person, you must provide a copy of your protected person status document or a decision letter 
issued by the Immigration Refugee Board and a social insurance card sharer/to an expiry date after your study end 
date. 

3. Have you teen 3 residert of Brush Columbia for at least the past 12 consecutive months? 

4. Have you enrollee in a non post-secondary (Adult Basic Education. English as 3 Second Language. Adult Special 
Educaton; ccurse.program at a designated B C. public or private post-seconciary insbution within B.C.? Attac,  a 
ccoy of your current course registration to this apip! cation. Designated schools are those that have been approved 
for Canada sfudent roans by a province or territory. See website: www.studentaidbc.ca   

5. Are you enrolled in 3 course of at least 6 weeks in length? 

6. Do you have an ncome that fags below those shown in the income tables on Page 4? 

7. Are you net ci.,7erity in default on a StooentAd BC loan? 

8. if you have rece,vec fund-ng from this program n the past, have you submitted all receipts or unused funds? 

   

   

 

 

 

El 

0 
Student Complete Sections I. 2,3,4. & 5 and submit this application to the disability resource office (for public institutions) 

or the registration office (for private institution/0 at !east 8 weeks before your study period end date. You are 
not eligible for funding until your first day of classes. 

ALL INFORMATION SUBJECT TO VERIFICATION AND AUDIT 
SECTION 1 - Personal Information 

Of 4 
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SECTION 2 - Disability and Accommodation Information 
Indicate the nature of your permanent d-sabtty: 

You must attach medical documentation to this application describing your permanent disability and showing what 
your educational barriers are. Acceptable documents are: 
• A medical report from a licensed meoical practitioner n the field relevant to your disability: or 
• Verification of permanent disability (pnnt Section 4 from the Permanent D7sability Programs Applicaton from our webs.te 

%were StudentAidBC.ca  and dick on "find a form'(: or 
• A current psycho-educational/learning disability assessment verification with a completed verification of permanent 

disability ;see Secton 4 of the Permanent Disability Programs Application) 
Only students with permanent disabilities that create barriers to post-secondary education are eligible for funding 

Hearing Impairment 	_ _ ADD/ADHD 	 Psychiatric or Psychological 
Mobility Impairment 	Learning Disability 	 Ti Chronic Health Impairment (specify) 
Acquired Brain Injury 	Pervasive Developmental 
Visual Impairment 	 Disability (e.g. Intellectual 

Disability) 

List the educational barriers you have that are disability related and how the service andi'or equipment you are applying 
for would help yo. 	If you are applying for services, attach two separate cost estimates from different 

sources. 

SECTION 3- Income and Assets 
List all income for the 12 month period ending with your last month of study: 
For example: V classes end in April. indicate income for the period from May through to Apri 

• Include income from erndoyment, self-employment, nvc-stments. El, income assistance, child support, alimony, g fts 
from fami1vilriends. etc. (Do NOT include StudentAid BC, child 13X credit and GST i 

• For the months not yet worked, please estrnate income from all sources 

APPLICANT- Income 
Sources of all income. Name employer. type ortecierai or 
Drovida _goverment funding. indicate sert-employed. etc. 

FROM 
Year 	Nth 

TO 
year 	11th 

Total °rota Income 
for 12 month Period 

1 	1 	1 	1 	1 	l 1 	1 	1 	1 	1 1 	1 
$ 	 .30 

I 	1 	IIIIII IIIII 1 	I .30 

1.11111" 	TOTAL GROSS INCOME for 12 months: 	S 	 .00 

APPLICANT- Assets 	(enter "0" if no value) 

k How much money do you have in your savings account? 	 Sr -TT -  i --17 .0C 
B. What is the tcr.al value of your RRSPs?  	 5 	I 	11 	II 	cc 
C. What is the total value ci your term deposits. GICs, stocks, bonds, mutual funds. etc.? 

(Do not incluoe RRSPs.) 	 $IM 	• 

D. What 	 leased is the current value of your 	or owned motor vehides? (Include uninsured vehides.) 
 (Do not include vehicles that have been adapted for your disability.) ............. ...... ...._.. ...... ......................... 

SPOUSE or COMMON LAW PARTNER- Income 
Sources of all income. Name employer. type oTrederai or 
orixendar government runina. Indicate serr-emproved, etc 

FROM 
Thar 	IAIn 

TO 
year 	g 

Total Orocc Income 
for 12 month Period 

i 	III 	I, 	I  I I I IME $ 	
.30 

,IIIIM .1 	I 	! J[11— . DO 

11111111. 	TOTAL GROSS INCOME for 12 months: $ 	 .00 

. SPOUSE or COMMON LAW PARTNER- Assets 	(enter -0" if no value) 	. 

A How much money do you have in your savings account? 	  SHIIIi.ac 
B. What is the total value of your RRSPs? 	gi 	I 	I 	I 	I 	Lac 
C. What is the total value of your term deposks. GICs, stocks bonds. mutual funds. etc.? 

{Do not ncluoe RRSPs.)  	5IIIII 	ac 
D. What is the current value of your leased or owned motor vehicles? (Include uninsured vehicles.) 	1 	. 1 	. 

DAGE 2 of 
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am awarded a grant under the assistance program for students with disabilities (APSD). 

authorize the province of British Columbia 

agent, 	 , to cash the chequers) on my behalf.  

I am authorizing the school to hire a service worker (interpreter, tutor, note-taker. etc.) on my behalf. 
Signature Of apOliCalf Mriginal and must be cloned In Mid Pmt name Date sired -Year Month 	Day 

Ill I 	I 	I 
allogiseegged ar ergo/ ellewalenre camel be apogees& 

SECTION 4— Declaration 
I am applying for funding to help 	 education under the assistance program for students with disabilities grant 
I. 	I understand that: 	 "1 

1) It is against the law to make false or misleading statements on this application or all documents related to it 
2) It is my responsibility to make sure that the information on this application and all the documents related to it. are accurate. 
3) All information is subject to audit and verification. 
4) If I do not provide complete, accurate information or if I obtain or attempt to access financial assistance by fraudulent means. I may 

not receive assistance under the assistance program for students with disabilities program now or in the future. 
5) If I receive money and 1 is then ciscovered that my application or documents forming a part of 3 are not accurate. I may be required 

to mimed ately repay all or part of the funds I receive. I may be required to do this if the mistake was made by me, my spouse or 
common taw partner, sponsor or the school I am attending. I may also be required to repay any overpayment due to a change in my 
status. 

6) If I receive funding under the program, the funo rig received will be taxable income. 
7) tf I receive money for my exceptional educabon-related costs. I will provide to the school, by the end of my study period, receipts 

showing that the funds were spent for their interxied purpose and return any unused funds. 
11. 1 understand that by signing below it means: 
1) I have answered all questions on the application that pertain to me.. 
2) !certify that al the infomiation is complete and accurate. 
3) 1 am a registered student and will be attending a designated public or private cost-secondary school within the province of Biiisli 

Columbia 
4) I require financial assistance for my access to education. 
5) twill notify the school, in writing, of any changes in my address, academic status (e.g. course load, study period). financial status 

(part-time eamings, cash gets. etc.). marital status or in the friancial status of my spouse or common law partner. 
6) I give my school permission to exchange information wth StudentAid BC and Assistive Technology British Columbia regardng niii, 

disability, access requirements, academic standing. awards. Wing arrangements and financal status. 
7) 1 give permission to the school. StudentAid BC. ano Ass stive Technology British Columba to contact my physician. medical 

professional or psychologist if deemed necessary, in order to obtain information directly related to my cesablity. 
8) I am in good standing regarding any previous StudentAid BC loans: 
9) I consent to the Ministry of Advanced Education. Innovation and Technology (or a person delegated by the ministry) to ac 

following as it pertains to my disability and the equipment and or services I am requesting: 
• Exchange information about me with my school, societies and resource centers for persons with disabifites. the Employmen: 

Program for Persons with Disabeities. the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Social Development, Human Resources and Skills 
Development Canada and Assisbve Technology British Columbia. 

• Obtain information about me from the Superintendent of Motor Vehicies, BC Assessment, ICBC, BC Registries. BC Land Titles, 
Citizenship and Immigration Canada. WorkSafe BC. and my school. 

Signature of applicant (original and mini be Maned In ink) Prnt name 

spouse or common law partner 
soctai insurance number 

Date signed 
Year 	store 	ow 

I 	I 	I 	)-II 1-7-• • tf-r.  V. kl .. .41' J .. _. Jr., r 	,If. m 4., 	• . 	11= , 
Signatire of spouse or conunon raw partner or applcabe • Dale signed 

yew 	Month 	Dig 
! 

i T n-i 	1 	1 	.- III 	II 	-Ill 1=ELIIMMEMT1.11 221215 Ell'il.  

SECTION 5 - Canada Revenue Agency Consent 
Important document - read, sign and date 

Far the purpose of vwffying the data provided In . 	appasation 104Th. Assistanoe Program Mc Students with DIG0040t106. I hillrgby 00 	• 	to the release, by the 
Canada Revenue Agency to the Ministry of Advanced Eduoaban, innovation and Teohnotogy Ior a person delegate:I by the ministryl, of taxpayer information from 
any portion of my previous mins Moans tax returns that pertain to Information given by ma on this nonunion- The Ineoemetlen frIl be used  seielY for the Purdne 
of 	. . infommton on this a,. 	• - ion . • 	mai administraton arid enforeement of the assistanoe • - ram for students with illiabBiliss. 
SIgnalwe of applicant (Original and must be signed in mal Pr it name Date signed 

Yana 	Monis 	Ray 

' 	111 	i 	-ri  Pbeteceeled or lased elleaseenes oareet be accapee‘ 

COLLECTION AND USE OF INFORMATION 'ne •-•crnato- 	n trio 'cm ana suManzed abObb Is col ecied aria managed in accordance with Bection 26 of 
5,4 creedom V en:creation and Protemon cr cr.. a: 	 t - 	autronty a! me Canada Student Financial Accistanoe 1ct. 	199s, Chapter C-29 aria 
ItudeatAid BC. The intcf—gtbn oro,45e5 all 	de:o- 	- ; 	name W:e•tanCe grit:gram Ian stolen= won CS IS3 I tes grant having. Ority sexier t: Ana 
can ammonite flnancal need ma, 	.e'a':',  	: 	, • :e: ZThR, try asreement atM the mcv rod goverment. -me: nformation al Mat:inn tO (wide 

you tmo.id recehe kning to a:: 	 - : 	e aled to:M. If nu nave any aue:Zon: naut :tie calectian ano te.e Maid information. con'act 
nt• EsecLove Deena% 3tudentAc 	^ 	 F. : r_ 	mnameon and Technology. PO Sr 9173, 7,tn Prov Govt. '.' store BC. VIM 9117 

ectione 1-930-66,1819 	r .Z•anada 	O. or 	397-ilCa3 outSde Nottn Azrenca 

SECTION 6 — Waiver (Optional) Important Document — Read, Sign and Date 

DAGE 3 Of 
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These Sections are for 
r school to fill out 

SECTION 7 - Course Information 

St, de^ t name 	I 	I 
	

1 	1 	1 	1 	1 	1 	1 	1 	1 	1 	1 	1 	1 	1 	1 
Social insurance norther MU 	ME 

Complete this section only if this information is not on the student's current registration documents 
Name of Post-Secondary institution CalliPU6 adollcabiel 

 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 [III 	1 II 

 

1 	1 	1 	1 	1 	1 	1 	1 

   

MaW address 
MIEN. MEM II 1111111•111111E 

Postal code  
I 	f 

Course Name Course Number Start Data women End Cate YY yr.( ^D:i 

1-1-11-111-T7 FT74-171-1— 
SECTION 8 - Disabili 	and Accommodation Information 
List all the services/equipment needed to accommodate 
Specialized services/adaptive 	Alternate formats 

equipment you are approving: 	- - 
LIST: 

Program funding can be used for: 	_ 
Note-taker 	 Equipment 

Specialized tutor for disability 	LIST: 
related barriers 	 Does the student 
Reader 	 requesting? 

E Interpreter/Captioning _ Technical support E Attendant care while at school 	LIST: 
Specialized transportation (e.g. 	-- Other 	LIST: 
HandiDart) Whom institution: only 	— 

the student 

(e.g. large 

support (e.g. computer. 

have the equipment 
 YES 	NO 	(If 

(e.g. training, 
requires 

not 
or Braille print 

YES include 

provided by the school. 
talking textbooks) 

adaptive software) 

or software 

duplicate 
repair, upgrading) 

that they are currently 
reasoning why the student 

equipmenVsoftware) 

minis. 	. • • • vett trans. • 

SECTION 9 — Disability or Registrar Office Use Only 	Award Amount 
Total income .4 resources 	$il_l___M.M 
Recommended for assistance? 	YES 	NO - state reasorkst  
FIRST DISBURSEMENT 	Stif1I 	.cc ;  

f 
For The Dates: =CID= to mo=ifiri 

SECOND DISBURSEMENT 	$ 	IIII 	.00 For The Dates: I 	rr-ici 	to EID01:11 1 
THIRD DISBURSEMENT 	$ t 	1 	1 	1 	1 	.00  I For The Dates: corni-ri to mr-r-o-ri 

For the 	 1 	 Program Year TOTAL APSD AMOUNT 	$rIIIL 	.00  . 
'Nobility services staffisigning authority: 

ndcated and based 
stated is correct 

Area Cade Telephone Number 	I 	I 	I 	I- ! certtfy the abow named students registered in the Rowan) 
on the inform:kr provided by the student the requirement l• 	tocsil 	1111 
Signature iOrlainal and muct to cloned In Ink) I Pent name Year 	IWO Date awed 

I 	I 	I 	1 	11-1-1-11T1 
lIncome Table for Grant Eligibility 

- 	• 	• ,,. 
Maximum 

Gross Income 
$14 100 

The program 

x trying expenses. 
x Tuition and 

maintenance, 
x Alterations 

residences. 
x Medical treatments. 
x Attendant 
x In place 

funds are 

grant cannot be used for: 

x Vehicle modi`cationstlourchase, 
books. 

repairs or fuel. 
for educational institutors or 

prescriptions or fees 
care for home. 

of institutional funds, if insttutional 
available. 

1 (single student) 
2 .•marrfec wth no chidren or single parent vdith one child) 
3 
4 

$23.300 
$31,900 
537.800 

5 443.700 
6 548,800 
7 $53.000 
9 
'a 

 $58,800 

13 
560.100 
582.700 

Note:  Private Institutions are to submit this application to StudentAicl BC 
Malting aodress : Minletry of Advanced Education. Innovation and Technology. PO Box 9173. Victoria BC yaw 9H7 

ReA•cl El•c-rvIto .4- 1. 

PAGE 4 0t4 
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Appendix II— APSD Reporting Form 

APSD CLIENT DETAIL REPORT 

Institution: 

NAME OF STUDENT 
RECEIVING GRANT 

SOCIAL 
INSURANCE 

NUMBER 

EQUIPMENT OR SERVICES 
REQUIRED 

STUDY 
PERIOD AMOUNT  

TOTAL GRANT 

Total 

APSD ADJUSTMENT REPORT 

Institution: 

NAME OF STUDENT 
RETURNING GRANT 

SOCIAL 
INSURANCE 

NUMBER 

AMOUNT 
RETURNED 

COMMENTS 
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Appendix III — APSD Memorandum of Agreement 
s.13,s.17 
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1 Introduction 

	

1.1 	Context and Background 

The Ministry of Advanced Education (AVED) is undertaking a detailed policy and program review with 

respect to student financial aid. The purpose of the review is to confirm government's broader 

objectives and priorities for student financial assistance and is a continuation of earlier work completed 

for s.12 

The review is being undertaken in three phases. This deliverable summarizes the results of phase 1. In 

phase 1, the review outlines a broad "menu of options" with respect to all major aspects of government 

student financial aid programming and how they align with BC's policy goals for student financial aid. 

Options were identified from interviews and workshops with representatives from Ministry of Advanced 

Education, as well as from an environmental scan of practices in other jurisdictions. The analysis also 

includes a high level current state assessment of BC's program on each of these aspects. 

A key objective of phase 1 is to select from this menu of options a subset of options to s.13  

s.13 

s.13 

	

1.2 	Policy Goals 

The options outlined in this deliverable are considered with the following three policy goals in mind and 

the potential trade-offs (and synergies) between them: 

1. s.13 

2.  

3.  
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An assumed key guiding principle is s.13 
s.13 

Additionally, as part of its joint vision of the future of student financial assistance, s.13 
s.13 

s.13 

1.3 	Document Structure 

The document presents a menu of policy options structured around the five major aspects of financial 

aid programming: 

a) Minimum eligibility requirements - what minimum qualifications a student must meet to be 

eligible for student aid and the minimum qualifications an educational program must meet to be 

considered for designation by StudentAid BC 
b) s.13 

c)  

d)  

e) Accountability for outcomes - s.13  
s.13 

2 	Policy Options 

2.1 	Minimum eligibility requirements 

Options are outlined with respect to general minimum requirements students must meet to be eligible 

for financial aid, as well as general minimum requirements for program and institution eligibility. 

Current Program Requirements: 

A. Program must be offered as full-time and lead to a formal certificate, diploma, or degree. 

Students must attend and complete at least 60 percent of a full course load. 
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B. Program must be at least 12 weeks in duration, and breaks in study cannot exceed 10% of the 

program. 

C. Programs designed to meet the needs of full-time members of the labour force are not eligible 

(e.g. executive education, apprentices). 

D. Private institutions must offer at least one SABC designated program, and must have been in 

continuous operation for a minimum of two years. Private institutions must also be accredited 

by PCTIA, or have degrees accredited by DQAB. Public post-secondary institutions are 

automatically designated. 

Current Student Requirements: 

To be eligible, a student must meet all of the following criteria. The student must: 

A. Be a Canadian citizen, or permanent resident of Canada. 

B. Have a valid Canadian social insurance number. 

C. Be a resident of British Columbia as defined by StudentAid BC. 

D. Be pursuing full -time studies as their primary occupation. 

E. Not be in default of previous student loans or restricted from receiving assistance due to an 

audit, or other reasons. 

F. Not be incarcerated or have an outstanding warrant for arrest. 

G. Be able to demonstrate financial need based on a moderate standard of living as determined by 

federal criteria. 

H. Be enrolled in and attend at least 60 percent of a full course load (40 percent for students with 

permanent disabilities) in a program that is a minimum of 12 consecutive weeks in length. 

I. Successfully complete at least 60 percent of a full course load (40 percent for students with 

permanent disabilities) for applicable each study period. 

J. 	Attend a provincially designated school as defined by StudentAid BC. 

Options for Consideration: 

s.13 
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s.13 

2.2 	Student financial aid models and variations 

Introduction  

Options are outlined with respect to different grant and loan schemes, s.13 
s.13 

Current Condition 

StudentAid BC's current financial aid model includes a combination of loans and grants that are designed 

primarily to make post-secondary education more accessible for special demographics and more 

affordable for students. StudentAid BC also administers some merit-based scholarships and awards. 

s.17 

s.17 
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See below a summary of the values represented in Figure 1. 

i) AVED in-study student supports 

Ministry of Advanced Education funds a variety of grant and bursary programs that are common in their 

intent: to help make attending post-secondary studies more affordable and therefore more accessible. 

All these programs target specific demographics, where demonstrated need (i.e. low income) is one of 

multiple requirements for eligibility. 

Figure 2 below shows a list of all AVED student supports budgeted for fiscal 2011-12: there are s.17  in 

in-study programs and s.17 in post-study loan forgiveness programs budgeted for 2011-12. 

Figure 2. Ministry of Advanced Education student supports, budget 2011-12 

Program 

Funding 

Number of 

Recipients 

In-Study or 

Post-Study 

Fixed Budget or 

Demand-Driven 

Ministry of Advanced Education Student Support 
Assistance Program for Students with Permanent Disabilities s.17 317 In-study Fixed 

BC Access Grant 1,641 In-study Demand-driven 

BC Access Grant - for Deaf Students s.22 In-study Demand-driven 

BC Supplemental Bursary for Students with Disabilities In-study Demand-driven 

College and Institute Library Services 866 In-study Fixed 

Learning Disability Assessment Bursary 106 In-study Fixed 

Nurses Education Bursary 500 In-study Fixed 

Post-secondary Communication Access Services 315 In-study Fixed 

Program for Institutional Loans of Adaptive Technology 84 In-study Fixed 

Student Society Emergency Aid Fund s.22 In-study Fixed 

Youth Education Assistance Fund 234 In-study Demand-driven 

BC Access Grant - Provision for Students with Severe Disabilities 30 Post-study Demand-driven 

BC Loan Forgiveness Program 686 Post-study Demand-driven 

(Missing data where yellow in the table above.) 

ii) Loan loss provisions 

Under the Canada-BC Integrated Student Loan model, loans are issued at a variable interest rate of 

prime plus 2.5%, with a fixed rate option of prime plus 5% available. Interest is subsidized during the in-

study period. The expected repayment period for loans is 10 years (which includes the six-month grace 

period), but the repayment period can be extended up to 15 years. Assuming a study period of 52 

weeks, BC loan funding is annually capped between $5,720 for students without dependants and 

$15,600 for students with dependants. 

Total disbursements in 2010-11 were $229M. Loan loss provision of 
s.17 

reflects the cost associated 

with expected defaults on these disbursements, net of expected collections s.12  
s.12 

iii) BC Loan Reduction Program 
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The BC Loan Reduction Program reduces loan balances for qualifying students. Students must be in full-

time programs, be in good standing, successfully complete their study year, be in their first four years of 

borrowing (or in the case of students with dependants, first five years), and have received BC loans in 

excess of a loan limit established each year based on program budget and number of eligible students. 

Students in graduate or professional programs are not eligible for this program. The reductions are 

applied to outstanding balances at the end of the year. The amount is from 2010-11. 

iv) Total AVED in-study support 

Total operating costs associated with loans and in-study student supports, not including administrative 

and overhead costs, are roughly s.17 based on figures from fiscal 2010-11 and 2011-12, as cited above. 

v) Other BC funded in-study programs 

Province of BC funds an additional s.17  in in-study awards programs. Figure 3 lists additional student 

supports funded by the Province of BC: s.17  in in-study supports and s.1  in post-study loan 
7 

forgiveness programs. 

Figure 3. Other student supports funded by the Province of BC, budget 2011-12 

Program 
	

Number of 
	

In-Study or Fixed Budget or 

Funding 
	

Recipients Post-Study Demand-Driven 

Other Provincial Programs 
	 s.17 

Adult Basic Education Student Assistance Program 
District and Provincial Scholarships 
Pacific Leaders Scholarships for Children of Public Servants 
Pacific Leaders Scholarships for Public Servants 
Passport to Education 
Pacific Leaders BC Loan Forgiveness Program 

8,500 
	

In-study 

	

s.22 
	

In-study 
60 
	

In-study 

	

s.22 
	

In-study 
In-study 

677 	Post-study  

Fixed 
Fixed 
Fixed 

Demand-driven 
Fixed 

Demand-driven 

(Missing data where yellow in the table above.) 

Summary 

BC's financial student aid model can be described as one that is primarily loan-based, where loans issued 

vary in their amount within standardized terms (interest rate, grace period, initial amortization 

schedule, etc.). Under the federal Repayment Assistance Program (RAP), qualified borrowers may 

receive interest subsidies from government and potentially also receive government subsidies for 

principal repayments. Beyond the federal RAP program, BC has a number of special repayment schemes 

for the BC portion of student loans. 

Additionally, the BC Loan Reduction Program substantially improves affordability for students, provides 

budget certainty for StudentAid BC, and rewards student success and progression in their studies. The 

program can be promoted in advance (e.g. when loan funds are disbursed) as a reminder of the 

incentive to better encourage students to complete their studies. 
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Grant & bursary programs are not strictly need-based, i.e. eligibility and amounts awarded are not based 

strictly on costs and available student resources; instead they target specific demographics first, and 

some have an additional need-based component. Most of StudentAID BC's larger programs are demand-

driven (no fixed budget). 

2.2.1 Grants 

s.13 

10 

Page 63 of 77 AED-2015-50966 



s.13 

Several private universities in the US including Princeton and Harvard provide grants to fully meet 

student need after taking into account an expected means-based family contribution. Students are not 

issued loans. Grants are funded from the universities' large endowments, annual gifts and federal and 

state programs. Financial aid is awarded solely based on need; there are no merit scholarships. 

s.13 
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s.13 

Sweden and Finland both have grant-oriented financial aid models. In both countries, tuition is fully 

subsidized, and government provides universal grants to all students to help cover living costs. All 

students receive the same amount, no matter their financial need considerations, although the grant is 

reduced if a student works part-time. Student loans are available for needs not covered by their 

universal grant systems. The loans are provided by the government student aid agency in Sweden, and 

are provided by private banks under government guarantee in Finland. 

s.13 

s.13 
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s.13 

Canada's Student Grant for Persons from Low-Income Families and Student Grant for Persons from 

Middle-Income Families provide grants to students based on family income. These grants can replace 

loans and, in some cases, partially address unmet need. 

2.2.2 Loans 
s.13 
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s.13 

Canada, Norway, and the US issue mortgage-style loans with standard repayment timelines and 

expectations for all borrowers. All three have repayment assistance plans to subsidize interest and/or 

principal payments for qualified borrowers. However, in all cases, enrollment in these assistance 

programs is voluntary. 

s.13 
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s.13 

Student loans in Australia, New Zealand, and the UK are income contingent. Repayment is required only 

if income exceeds a certain threshold. Under all three models, repayment is integrated with the income 

tax system. The US also has income contingent repayment available as an optional scheme under its 

Direct Loans program. Under the US structure, repayments are managed by private loan servicers. 

Payment is required from all borrowers and payment amounts are adjusted annually based on income. 

s.13 
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• SABC's Nursing Education Bursary annually provides $500 to $2,000 to students in nursing 

programs. Though grants are non-repayable, students who withdraw are removed from 

further consideration under the scheme. 

s.13 

• Under the BC Loan Forgiveness Program, graduates of various programs (e.g. nursing, 

medical, midwifery, pharmacy) who commit to full-time practice in an underserved 

community of BC for three years may be eligible to have their student loans forgiven 

• The Pacific Leaders Loan Forgiveness program forgives all BC student loans after three 

years of BC government employment 

• In Norway, loan forgiveness is possible for borrowers who live and work in Northern 

Norway 

s.13 
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• In the US, cuStudentLoans provides private student loans that require nominal payments 

of at least $25 per month during the study period (no matching) 

s.13 

s.13 

• Australia and New Zealand have repayment matching bonuses for borrowers who pay 

more of their student loan than they are expected to under their income contingent 

schemes (5% of additional payments in Australia and 10% of additional payments in New 

Zealand). 
s.13 
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