Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Estimates 2025/2024
TAB TOPIC BRANCH
A Opening Comments & Accomplishments GCPE
B Budget
1 Budget Highlights CSNR
2 Operating Budget by Core Business CSNR
= Operating Budget by Group Account Classification CSNR
C Corporate Information
4 AF Organizational Structure and FTE Numbers DMO /CSNR
5 Annual Service Plan 2025-2026 DMO
6 Legislation Overview CPPB
7 Mandate Letters DMO
D Ministry Issues/Topics
Listed alphabetically under block of yellow if not captured under blue subheading

| Agricultural Land Commission ]\
8 Agri-Industrial Processing Use in the ALR ALC
9 Agri-Tech Vertical Farming in the ALR ALC
10 ALC Commissioners and Panels ALC
11 ALC Application Processing Times ALC
12 | ALC Application Types/Volumes by Fiscal Year ALC
13 | ALR Land Included into and Excluded from by Fiscal Year ALC
14 Brunswick Point - MLA Paton CPPB
15 | Compliance and Enforcement at the ALC/Statistics ALC
16 | Illegal Fill Dumping in Hatzic Lake/ FVRD ALC
; Non-Adhering Residential Use (NARU) Applications ALC
18 Non-Farm Use Applications ALC
19 Notice of Intent for Soil and Fill Use ALC
Agriculture Land Reserve (ALR)
20 Agricultural Land Use Inventories (ALUIs) CPPB
21 | ALCA Alignment of Laws Project CPPB
22 | ALR/ALC Overview CPPB
23 | ALR - Cowichan Estuary ALC
24 | ALR - Foreign Ownership CPPB
25 | ALR - Heppell's Farm CPPB
26 | Speculation and Vacancy Tax CPPB

| AgriTech. : s
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27 | Agritech Industry Development Support ICB
28 Minister's Advisory Group on Regenerative Agriculture and FSCSB
Agritech incl. Select Standing Committee Report on Carbon
Sequestration
29 | On-Farm Agritech Adoption Support ICB
Animal Diseases '
30 | Abbotsford Agriculture Center PAHD
31 African Swine Fever OCV/IGR/ESSB/BRM
B
32 | Animal Health Center PAHB
33 Avian Influenza (AI) CRCR/OCV
34 Chronic Wasting Disease PAHB
35 | Feral Pigs OCV/ESSB
36 Foot and Mouth Disease ocv
37 | Infectious Laryngotracheitis (ILT) ocv
Animal Welfare |
38 | Access to Veterinary Services OCV/CPPB
39 | Codes of Practice for Animal Welfare CPPB
40 | College of Veterinarians of British Columbia (CVBC) Bylaw CPPB
Review
41 Domestic/ Wild Sheep Disease Risks -incl. MOVI ESSB/OCV/CPPB
42 Farmed Animal Welfare Review CPPB
43 | Funding for BC Seats at Western College of Veterinary LBR/CPPB
Medicine
44 | One Health PAHB/OCV
45 One Welfare CPPB/OCV
46 PCAA Amendments/Animal Activism and Animal Welfare CPPB
BC Farm Industry Review Board (BCFIRB) Ly =
47 | Appeals and Complaints Overview BCFIRB
48 | BC Milk Marketing Board and Western Milk Pool BCFIRB
Transformation Initiative
49 BC Vegetable Marketing Commission BCFIRB
50 | Chicken Sector Pricing Update BCFIRB
51 BC FIRB, Supply Management and Federal-Provincial BCFIRB
Agreements
52 | Governance of BC's Regulated Marketing Sector BCFIRB
53 | New Entrant Overview in Supply Managed and Regulated
Marketing Sectors -incl. Summary of Programs and Recent BCFIRB
Numbers by Sector
54 | Responsibilities, Practices and Procedures as an Administrative
; . ; BCFIRB
Tribunal - incl. animal welfare
55 | Supply Management BCFIRB
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Security Mandate Letter Commitment

56 | Bred Heifer Assoc. Loan Guarantee Program BRMB

57 | Livestock Protection Program ESSB/BRMB
58 | Prescribed Areas CPPB/ESSB
59 Slauihter Challenies FSIB/ESSB
60 BeeBC Program ESSB

61 Honeybee Imports and the Threat to Bee Health OoCv

62 | Buy BC Programs FBB

63 | Buy BC 3-Year Strategy FBB-MDT
64 | Cannabis - Ministi Suiiort and Proi rams ESSB/FBB/CPPB
65 Access to Water ESSB

66 | Clean BC Roadmap to 2030 CRCR -SCIB
67 | Climate and Environment: On-Farm Funding ESSB

68 | Climate and Environment: Extension ESSB

69 | Climate Resilience/Emergency Preparedness Strategy for Food | CRCR -SCIB

70 | Progressive Penalties for Milk Industry CPPB/OCV

71 Western Dairi and Vitalus CPPB

72 | Drought Response ESSB

73 | Wildfire Im iacts 2024 RACI - EMB/BRM

74 | Farmer Information Service ESSB

75 | Farmers Institutes ESSB

76 | Rising Input Costs/Inflation FBB/BRMB/ESSB
AR SEE NS he - s a4 S 31

77 | Feed BC in Health/Post-Secondary FBB - FSP

78 | Feeding Futures and Feed BC in K-12 FBB - FSP

(School Food Mandate)

79 | Food and Beverage Processing FBB - FSP

80 | Food Hub Network FBB - FSP

81 Food Inflation CRCR - FSCSB

82 Grocei Code of Conduct IGR

83 | Declaration Act Implementation IPR-CPPB

84 | First Nation Negotiations CPPB

85 | G2G Agreements and Water use eg. Koksilah ESSB

86 | Indigenous Agriculture and Food Programs FBB- IPR

87 | Indigenous Advisory Council on Agriculture and Food (IACAF) | IPR
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88 | TFW Program Changes and Inter Ministry Working Group FBB-WBS
89 Workforce Development and Labour programs FBB-WBS

90 | Meat Inspection rogram Overview [ FsiB

91 Modernized Poultry Inspection FSIB
92 | Salmon Transition Plan ESSB

|93 | Seafood Inspection Program Overview FSIB
94 New Entrant Strategy FBB-IES
95 New Entrant Programs FBB-WBS
96 | Youth Development FBB-WBS
97 | Nutrient Management ESSB

98 | Plant Diseases and Pests
-Army Worms, Little Cherry Virus, Japanese Beetle, Dutch ElIm | PAHB
Disease, Spongy Moth

99 | Premier’s Task Force on Agriculture and Food Economy FSCSB/ICB/FBB
Premiers Task Force on Agriculture and Food Economy - FSCSB/ICB/FBB

Membership List

| BRMB
101 | Agriculture Wildlife Program and Wildlife Damage Mitigation | BRMB

100 | AgriStability

Initiatives
102 | B.C. AgriStability Enhancement Program, 2024 BRMB
103 | Business Risk Management Overview BRMB
104 | Drought and Wildfire Agri Recovery (incl. TAP) 2023 BRMB
105 | Flood Recovery Initiative BRMB
106 | Livestock Price Insurance Program BRMB
107 | Production Insurance Program Delivery BRMB

| 108 | Site C - Agricultural Compensation Fund ESSB

109 | Export Market Development FBB-MDT

110 | Market Access Concerns CPPB-IGR

111 | Sustainable Canadian Agricultural Partnership (SCAP) CPPB-IGR

112 | US Market and Tariffs CPPB/FBB

113 | Enhanced Replant Program ESSB

114 | Blueberry Scorch Virus & Programming ESSB/PAHB

115 | Organics ESSB

116 | Tree Fruit Sector incl. apples and cherries ESSB/BRM

117 | Wine (incl. WGITF) 2023 and 2024 Freeze Event Outcomes FBB/CPPB/ESSB/
BRMB
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118 | Regional Agri-Enviromental Issues
Home Based Food Craft
BC School Fruit and Vegetable Nutrition Program
Estimates Budget Presentation - 2024/25 Compared to
2025/26
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Bl

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

SPEAKING NOTES FOR

Lana Popham, Minister of Agriculture
and Food

Estimates Debate - Opening Remarks
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Page 2 of 4

o I'd like to begin by acknowledging we are
on the territory of the Lekwungen people,
the Songhees and Esquimalt First Nations.

e Welcome the Opposition Critic.

e We've done this many times in the past and
I look forward to discussing with him the
issues that are most important to B.C.
farmers and food producers.

e ] also welcome questions from other
members who will be joining us over the
course of these estimates to talk about
issues in their constituencies.
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e With a budget that has increased over $50
million since we formed government, we
are committed to strengthening B.C.'s food
system and the people who grow and
produce our food.

e I'm pleased to be supported today by my
Ministry’s executive team, which includes:

+ Deputy Minister, Michelle Koski;
« Assistant Deputy Ministers:

- Eric Kristianson

- Paul Squires

- Willow Minaker

« Ranbir Parmar; and

« Chief Executive Officer of the Agricultural
Land Commission, Kim Grout.

Page 8 of 381 2025 Estimate Notes



Page 4 of 4

e I'm excited to get this debate going and I
know members will have many questions.

e So, with that, Honourable Chair, I'd be
happy to get right to it and take questions.
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1\1"}* Ministry of
1:“ Agriculture and
RITISH
coLumpia | Food

Budget 2025 Highlights

~ Budget 2025 increased by $12.841M over the restated
2024/25 budget

- Increase of $12.110M for the Production Insurance Special
Account

- Increase of $0.714M for the Shared Recovery Mandate

- Increase of $0.017M for the Ministers Office Salaries
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A5, Ministry of
BM Agriculture and
RITISH
coLumpia | Food

Budget 2025 Changes by Core Business

Changes from 2024/25

Shared
2024/25 2025/26 PISA Ministers Recovery
Restated Estimates Change | Adjustment Office Mandate
Ministry Operations
Science, Policy and Inspection 18,064 18,311 247 247
Agriculture Resource 68,425 72,205 3,780 3,440 340
BC Farm Industry Review Board 1,457 1,473 16 16
Executive and Support Services 7,058 7,131 73 17 56
1, _ 3
‘Sub-Total 95004 99,120 4,116 3,440 17 659
Agricultural Land Commission 5,453 5,508 55 55
Production Insurance Account Net 29,679 38,349 8,670 8,670
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A5, Ministry of
“B ' Agriculture and
RITISH
coLumpia | Food

Fiscal Plan Comparison

2024/25 2025/26
Restated Estimates 2026/27 Plan  2027/28 Plan
Budget 2024 - Baseline 130,136 130,136 130,136 130,136
Production Insurance Special Account 12,110 (540) 2,018
Shared Recovery Mandate 714 714 714
Ministers Office 17 17 17
Budget 2025 Total Budget 130,136 142,977 130,327 132,885
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A5, Ministry of
“B ' Agriculture and
RITISH
coLumpia | Food

Minister’s Office

Minister's Office 2024/25 2025/26
Budget Restated Estimates Change

Ministry Operations

Salary and Benefits 552 549 (3)
Legislative Salaries 58 78 20
Travel 87 87 -
Information Systems 10 10 -
Office Expenses 22 22 -
Total Budget 729 746 17
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Ministry of
Agriculture and
Food

Capital Budget

Spending by Asset Types 2024/25 2025/26
Estimates Estimates  2026/27 Plan 2027/28 Plan

Ministry Operations

Centralized Assets

Vehicles 550 550 550 550
Office Equipment 3 3 3 3
Specialized Equipment 300 300 300 300
Centralized Assets Total 853 853 853 853
Ministry Operations Total 853 853 853 853

Agricultural Land Commission

Vehicle replacement 0 0 0 0
Cannabis and Revitalization Vehicles 0 0 0 0
Agricultural Land Commission Total 0 0 0 0
Ministry Total 853 853 853 853
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Ministry of Agriculture and Food - Budget 2025 Highlights

» The Ministry budget of $142.977M in 2025/26 is made up of the Ministry Operations
vote, the Agricultural Land Commission vote, and the Production Insurance Special
Account.

Ministry Operations

» Budget 2025 increased by $4.116M over the restated 2024/25 budget:
o $3.440M for the Production Insurance Special Account Adjustment
o $0.659M for the Shared Recovery Mandate
o $0.017M for the Ministers Office Salaries

» The Ministry Operations budget (Vote 13) in 2024/25 is $99.120M; $4.116M or 4.33%
greater than the 2024/25 restated budget of $95.004M.

Agricultural Land Commission

> The budget for the Agricultural Land Commission (Vote 14) in 2025/26 is $5.508M —
this represents an increase of $0.055M for the Shared Recovery Mandate

Production Insurance Special Account

» The budget for the Production Insurance Special Account has increased to $38.349M
for all years of Budget 2025.
o Thisis a $8.670M increase from 2024/25

Capital

The Ministry’s capital budget in 2025/26 is $0.853M — unchanged from the 2024/25
restated budget.

» The capital budget is $0.853M for 2026/27 and 2027/28
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Science, Policy and Inspection
Agriculture Resource
BC Farm Industry Review Board

Minister's Office
Corporate Services

Agricultural Land Commission
Agricultural Land Commission
Production Insurance Special Account

Production Insurance Account

PISA Elimination Entry
Total Ministry

Notes:

Ministry of Agriculture and Food
Budget 2025 Estimates Summary

Budget 2025 Decisions Budget 2025 Decisions Budget 2025 Decisions

(1) (2) (3) (1) (2) (3) (1) (2) (3)

R 2025/2 h 2026/27 h 2027/2 h
Es‘:::::; O?Jei’:n: PISA  Ministers Ri;:::v 2025/26 Oze?::ng PISA  Ministers Ric::::y 2026/27 Ocr:en‘:n: PISA  Ministers Ri;:::v 2027/28

Adj Esti Adj ffi Esti Adj i Esti

2024/25  Balance djustments Office Mandate stimates Balifice djustments Office N stimates Balancs djustments Office Mardata stimates
18,064 18,064 247 18,311 18,064 247 18,311 18,064 247 18,311
68,425 68,425 3,440 340 72,205 68,425 7120 340 75,885 68,425 9,160 340 77,925
1,457 1,457 16 1,473 1,457 16 1,473 1,457 16 1,473
729 729 17 746 729 17 746 729 17 746
6,329 6,329 56 6,385 6,329 56 6,385 6,329 56 6,385
95,004 95,004 3,440 17 659 99,120 95,004 7,120 17 659 102,800 95,004 9,160 17 659 104,840
5,453 5,453 55 5,508 5,453 55 5,508 5,453 55 5,508
5,453 5,453 - - 55 5,508 5,453 - - 55 5,508 5,453 - - 55 5,508
41,679 41,679 13,530 55,209 41,679 (960) 40,719 41,679 578 42,257
41,679 41,679 13,530 - - 55,209 41,679 (960) - - 40,719 41,679 578 - - 42,257
(12,000) (12,000) (4,860) (16,860) (12,000) (6,700) (18,700) (12,000) (7,720) (19,720)
130,136 130,136 12,110 17 714 142,977 130,136 (540) 17 714 130,327 130,136 2,018 17 714 132,885

1) Updates to the Production Insurance Special Account, to more accurately reflect the actual expenses (revenues have also been adjusted).
2) Updates to the Ministers Office salaries
3) Increases related to Shared Recovery Mandate for Unionized and Excluded staff salaries/benefits



Ministry of Agriculture and Food
Budget 2025 Year over Year Comparison

Budget 2025 Decisions Budgn-et- g BUdg?t. a9
Decisions Decisions
Restated
ESUMACeS " Bishy Y Imisterst SMAred Soaniag PISA 2026/27 PISA 2027/28
(5000s) 2024/25 2 Office  Recovery _ . - 3 = :
: Adjustment ; Estimates Adjustment Estimates Adjustment Estimates
Ending Salaries Mandate
Balance
Science, Policy and Inspection 18,064 247 18,311 18,311 18,311
Agriculture Resource 68,425 3,440 340 72,205 3,680 75,885 2,040 77,925
BC Farm Industry Review Board 1,457 16 1,473 1,473 1,473
Executive & Support Services = = = :
Minister's Office 729 17 746 746 746
Corporate Services 6,329 56 6,385 6,385 6,385
95,004 3,440 17 659 99,120 3,680 102,800 2,040 104,840
Agricultural Land Commission

Agricultural Land Commission 5,453 55 5,508 5,508 5,508
5,453 - - 55 5,508 - 5,508 - 5,508

Production Insurance Special Account
Production Insurance Account 41,679 13,530 55,209 (11,190) 40,719 1,538 42,257
41,679 13,530 - - 55,209 (14,490) 40,719 1,538 42,257
PISA Elimination Entry (12,000) (4,860) (16,860) (1,840) (18,700) (1,020)  (19,720)
Total Ministry 130,136 12,110 17 714 142,977 (12,650) 130,327 2,558 132,885

*Note amounts are year to year incremental changes and does not reflect full budget decisions

Page 17 of 381 2025 Estimate Notes



Ministry of Agriculture and Food
2025/26 Budget changes by Core Business ($000)

2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28
Restated Change Estimates Change Plan Change Plan

Ministry Operations

Science, Policy and Inspection 18,064 247 18,311 - 18,311 - 18,311

Agriculture Resource 68,425 3,780 72,205 3,680 75,885 2,040 77,925

BC Farm Industry Review Board 1,457 16 1,473 - 1,473 - 1,473

Executive and Support Services 7,058 73 7,131 - 7,131 - 7,131

Sub-Total 95,004 4,116 99,120 3,680 102,800 2,040 104,840

Agricultural Land Commission 5,453 55 5,508 - 5,508 - 5,508

Production Insurance Account Net 29,679 8,670 38,349 (16,330) 22,019 518 22,537
TOTAL Ministry 130,136 12,841 142,977 (12,650) 130,327 2,558 132,885

Percent Change 9.87% -8.85% 1.96%

2025/26 Changes Include - Increase of $12.841M
12.110 M increase to revise operating transactions for PISA claims and reinsurance to reflect actual transactions.
0.714 M increase to salary and benefits for the Shared Recovery Mandate
0.017 M increase to Ministers Office salaries
12.841 Total change

2026/27 Changes Include - Decrease of $12.650M

-12.650 M decrease to revise operating transactions for PISA claims and reinsurance to reflect actual transactions.
-12.650 Total change

2027/28 Changes Include - Increase of $2.558M

2.558 M increase to revise operating transactions for PISA claims and reinsurance to reflect actual transactions.
2.558 Total change
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Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Operating Budget - 2024/25 Restated to 2025/26

by Group Account Classification (GAC) and Votes ($000)

Group Account Classification 2024/25 2025/26 Increase
(GAC) Restated Estimates (Decrease) % Change
Ministry Operations
Salaries and benefits 37,282 37,958 676 1.81%
Operating costs 12,509 12,509 - 0.00%
Government transfers 54,188 51,048 (3,140) -5.79%
Other expenses 15,456 22,036 6,580 42.57%
Recoveries (24,431) (24,431) - 0.00%
Ministry Operations Total 95,004 99,120 4,116 4%
Agricultural Land Commission
Salaries and benefits 4,252 4,307 55 1.29%
Operating costs 1,201 1,201 - 0.00%
Other expenses 3 3 - 0.00%
Recoveries (3) (3) - 0.00%
?ﬂ;tiultural Land Commission 5,453 5.508 = ‘o
Production Insurance Special Account
Operating costs 1,200 1,500 300 25.00%
Other expenses 40,480 53,710 13,230 32.68%
Other expenses - Elimination (12,000) (16,860) (4,860) 40.50%
Recoveries (1) (1) - 0.00%
Production Insurance Special 29,679 38,349 8,670 9%
Account Total
Grand Total 130,136 142,977 12,841 10%
2024/25 2025/26 Increase % Increase
All Votes & Special Accounts  Restated Estimates (Decrease) (Decrease)
Salaries and Benefits 41,534 42,265 731 2%
Operating Costs 14,910 15,210 300 2%
Government Transfers 54,188 51,048 (3,140) (6%)
Other Expenses 43,939 58,889 14,950 34%
Recoveries (24,435) (24,435) - -
130,136 142,977 12,841 10%
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Ministry of Agriculture and Food
3 Year Capital Budget ($000)

Spending by Asset Types 2024/25 2025/26 026/27 2027/28
stimates Change stimates Change Plan Change Plan

Ministry Operations

Centralized Assets

Vehicles 550 0 550 0 550 0 550
Office Equipment 3 0 3 0 3 0 3
Specialized Equipment 300 0 300 0 300 0 300
Centralized Assets Total 853 0 853 0 853 0 853
Ministry Operations Total 853 0 853 0 853 0 853
Agricultural Land Commission
Vehicle replacement 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cannabis and Revitalization Vehicles 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Agricultural Land Commission Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
inistry Total 853 0 853 0 853 0 853

Percent Change = i B
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Ministry of Agriculture and Food
3 Year Revenue Projections
2024/25 Restated to 2027/28

($000s)
Revenues by Core Business 2024/25 Restated  Chan ADas/28 2026723 Chan 2027128
Y s Estimates Planned o Planned
Ministry Operations
Agriculture Science & Policy
Veterinary Laboratory Fees 200 200 200 800
Seafood Industry Revenue 96 96 96 96
Other Revenues 52 52 52 52
Agriculture Science & Policy Total 948 948 948 948
BC Farm Industry Review Board
Appeal Fees 4 4 4 4
BC Farm Industry Review Board Total 4 4 4 4
Corporate Services - Other Revenues
Miscellaneous Revenues 50 50 50 50
Other Revenues Total 50 50 50 50
Ministry Operations Total 1,002 1,002 1,002 1,002
Agricultural Land Commission
ALC
Agricultural Land Commission Fees 325 325 325 325
ALC Total 325 325 325 325
Agricultural Land Commission Total 325 325 325 325
Special Accounts
Production Insurance
Federal Government Contribution 17,282 16,478 33,760 (9,340) 24,420 1,340 25,760
Producers Insurance Premiums 8,818 1,562 10,380 1,500 11,880 640 12,520
Miscellaneous Interests 2,900 (2,400) 500 1,000 1,500 1,000 2,500
Production Insurance Total 29,000 15,640 44,640 (6,840) 37,800 2,980 40,780
Special Accounts Total 29,000 15,640 44,640 (6,840) 37,800 2,980 40,780
Grand Total 30,327 15,640 45,967 (6,840) 39,127 2,980 42,107
Total % Change 51.6%|
Note:

Agricultural Land Commission Fees: Revenue based on Applications to the Commission.

Production Insurance (Premiums and Federal Contributions) revenues: increased due to
increase in insurable values (commodity prices) and an increase in premium rate due to

previous loss history
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Ministry of Agriculture
Headcount by Core Business
Based on CHIPS data at January 31, 2020

Ministry of Agriculture and Food - Headcount by Core Business
Based on CHIPS data at January 31, 2025

AFF without ALC & BCFIRB
Deputy Science, Elimats
Minister" 2 Agricult Resili A % of Total
Classification st afle Minister's  Policy and PUGIEER B s Grand Total s
Office Resouce Competitiveness Staff
Office Inspection ™
& Reconciliation
Senior Executive (DM & ADM) Excluded - 1 1 1 1 4 1.0%
Management (AL, BL, 5L) Excluded 4 2 17 26 8 57 13.7%
Sr Minister Assistants, Sr Exec (Band A),
luded - - - - 0.2
Ministerial & Exec Assistants (Sched A) Enguzs ! t %
Union - GEU Included - q 128 87 g 227 54.6%
Union - PEA Included - - 24 54 2 80 19.2%
Ministerial Support Staff Excluded - - - - - 0 0.0%
Grand Total 5 7 170 168 19 369 88.7%
% of Total Staff 1.2% 1.7% 40.9% 40.4% 4.6% 88.7%

Ministry of Agriculture and Food - Headcount by Core Business
Based on CHIPS data at January 31, 2025
AFF - ALC & BCFIRB Included

Climate
. ) Minister's Deputy Science, Agriculture Resi[tence, Agricultural BC Farm
Classification Minister's  Policy and Competitiveness Land Industry  Grand Total
Office g Resouce Yy y
Office Inspection and Commission Review Board
Reconciliation
Senior Executive (DM & ADM) Excluded - 1 1 1 1 - - 4
Management (AL, BL, 5L) Excluded 4 2 17 26 8 3 2 62
Sr Minister Assistants, Sr Exec (Band A),
Ministerial & Exec Assistants (S[:ched A}:l Eagtad 1 = = - = : - 2
Union - GEU Included - 4 128 87 8 36 5 268
Union - PEA Included - - 24 54 2 1 - 81
Ministerial Support Staff Excluded - - - - - - - 0
Grand Total 5 7 170 168 19 40 7 416
% of Total Staff 1.2% 1.7% 40.9% 40.4% 4.6% 9.6% 1.7% 100%
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Deputy Minister’s Office
Michelle Koski

Director of Executive Operations, Corporate Planning and intergovernmental Relations

Blake Anderson

Agriculture Resource
Division

Assistant Deputy Minister’s Office
A/ADM: Willow Minaker
Strategic Projects:
Executive Director: Vacant

Science, Policy
& Inspection Division

Assistant Deputy Minister’s Office
ADM: Eric Kristianson

Climate Resilience,
Competitiveness and
Reconciliation Division

Assistant D Minister’s Offi
ADM: Paul Squires

F Bever: Branch
Executive Director:
Lindsay Bisschop
Market Development & Trade Unit
Director: Andrea Hoerger (TA)
Food System Partnerships Unit
(Feed BC and Food Processing)
Director: Kristina Bouris
Workforce & Business Services Unit
Director: Dennis Palmer

Extension & Support Services
Branch
Executive Director:

Mark Raymond
Agriculture Development (South)
Director: Angela Boss
Agriculture Development (North)
Director: Brent Barclay
Resource Management Unit
Director: David Poon

Corporate Policy & Priorities Branch
Executive Director:

Arlene Anderson
Land Use & Geospatial
Director: Jeff Weightman
Legislation
Director: Lauren Yawney
Policy
Director: Tina Bodnar
Sector Insights and Corporate
Initiatives
Director: Jessica Schafer

Innovation & Competitiveness

Branch
Director: Mat Patterson

Emergency Management Branch
Director: Graham Knox

f ief Veterinari
Chief Veterinarian: Theresa Burns
Deputy Chief Veterinarian: Chelsea
Himsworth

Indigen Partn ips an

Reconciliation Branch
Director: lan Foss

Business Risk Management Branch

Executive Director:

Byron Jonson
Production Insurance & Ag Wildlife
Unit
Director: Timothy Pigg
AgriStability Unit
Director: Trevais Mellum
Business Operations Unit
General Manager: Kevin Schmidt
Policy & Products Unit
Director: Lisa Payne

Plant & Animal Health Branch
Executive Director:
Joyce Austin
Animal Health Centre
Director: Tomy Joseph
Plant Health Unit
Director: Tracy Hueppelsheuser (TA)
Business Operations
Director: Eduardo Leite
Laboratory Operations
Director: Heather Osachoff

F i li tegie
Branch
Director: Dylan Sherlock

Agriculture Land Commission
Chief Executive Officer:
Kim Grout
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Food Safety Inspection Branch

Executive Director:
Gavin Last

Agri-food Compliance and
Enforcement
Team Lead: Brent Smith
Meat Inspection Program
Director: Klaus Noegel
Seafood Inspection Program
Director: Wayne Sparanese

BC Farm Industry Review Board
Executive Director:
Martha Anslow




Ministry of Agriculture and Food - Estimates Briefing
STAFF BY CLASSIFICATION and CORE BUSINESS
Based on CHIPS data at January 31, 2025

Classification Mo | omo | sp [ AR CRCR | BCFIRB ALC Total
COOPF and Interns
Coop Education Train Progm Lv1 1 1
Coop Education Train Progm Lv2
COOP and Interns Total 1
Clerks, Administrative and Financial Officers
Administrative Coordinator 1 1
Administrative Officer R15 | 4 4
Administrative Officer R18 | 1 1 1 1 6
Administrative Officer R21 1 2
Administrative Officer R24 7 15
Administrative Officer R27 | 4 2 6
Clerk R9 7 7
Clerk R12 1 2 i L 1 1 1 7
Clerk R15 | 5 7
Clerk Stenographer R9 | 1 3 4
Communications Officer R21 | 1 1
Financial Officer R15 | 0
Financial Officer R18 9
Financial Officer R21 | 1 5 6
Clerks, Administrative and Financial Officers Total 2 4 |13 46 3 5 2 75
DM and ADMs
Assistant Deputy Minister Non-0OIC 1 1
Assistant Deputy Minister 1 1 1 1 3
Deputy Minister 1 | 1 1
DM and ADMs Total | 1 1 1 1 1 5
Management Band 1-6 '
Band 1 | | 1 1
Band 1 MS 1 1
Band 2 1 8 9
Band 2 MS 1 1
Band 3 | 1 2 5 3 1 12
Band 3 M5 i - | 1
Band 4 | 7 2 21
Band 5 [ | 4 3 1 1
Band 6 2 2
Management Band 1-6 Total 1 1 | 16 26 7 2 2 57

| |

Biologist R24 | | 1 1
Economists
Economist R27 2 2
Economist R30 1 1
Economists Total E] 3
Executive Administrative Asst 1 1 2
Information Systems |
Information Systems R24 1 3 4
Information Systems R30 1 1
Information Systems Total 1 3 1 5
Laboratory Officers and Assistant
Laboratory/HIth Science Of R18 1 1
Laboratory/HIth Science Of R21 6 6
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Based on CHIPS data at January 31, 2025

STAFF BY CLASSIFICATION and CORE BUSINESS

Classification Mo | omo | sp [ AR CRCR | BCFIRB ALC Total
Laboratory/lilth Science Of R24 21 21
Laboratory/HIth Science Of R30 2 2
Laboratory Officers and Assistant Total 30 30
Licensed Science Officers
Licensed Sc Off Agrologist 1 2 2
Licensed Sc Off Agrologist 3 8 38 1 47
Licensed Sc Off Agrologist 4 2 10 1 1 14
Licensed Sc Off Other 3 1 1
Licensed Sc Off Other 4 3 3
LSO 3 -Designated Profssnl Eng 2 2
Licensed Science Officers Total 12 54 2 1 69
Planning Officers
Planning Officer R24 11 11
Planning Officer R27 8 8
Planning Officer R30 1 1
Planning Officers Total 1 19 20
Policy Analyst - Economics R27 1 1
Policy Analyst - Science R27 2 2
Policy Social/Info/Health R27 3 3
Policy Analysts 6 6
|Science and Research Officers
Research Officer R18 1 2 3
Research Officer R21 1 1
Research Officer R24 1 1 2
Research Officer R27 1 1
Research Officer R30 1 1
Scientific/Tech Off R18 - Res 1 1
Scientific/Tech Off R21 - Res 8 3 15
Scientific/Tech Off R24 - Res | 7 3 11
Scientific/Tech Off R27 - Res 5 3 10
Scientific/Tech Off R21-MHASI 43 43
Scientific/Tech Off R27-AIS 5 5
Scientific/Technical Off R18 | | 1 1 1 3
Scientific/Technical Off R21 2 6 6 14
Scientific/Technical Off R24 2 2
Scientific/Technical Off R27 2 2 2 B
Scientific/Technical Off R30 1 1
Science and Research Officers Total 64 36 5 14 119
|Senior Executive Assistant 1 1
Tech Enforcement Officer R11 10 10
Veterinary
Veterinarian 1 1
Veterinary Leader 1 1
Veterinary Specialist 10 10
Veterinary Total 12 12
Grand Total 5 i 7 i 170 168 19 7 40 416
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For more information on the Ministry of Agriculture and Food contact:
PO BOX 9120
STN PROV GOVT
VICTORIA, BC
V8W 9B4
1-888-221-7141

Or visit our website at

https://www.gov.bc.ca/agri

Published by the Ministry of Agriculture and Food
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Minister's Accountability Statement

The Ministry of Agriculture and Food 2025/26 - 2027/28 Service Plan
was prepared under my direction in accordance with the Budget
Transparency and Accountability Act. I am accountable for the basis on
which the plan has been prepared.

o Teno:
Honourable Lana Popham

Minister of Agriculture and Food
March 4, 2025

2025/26 to 2027/28 Service Plan | Page 3

Page 28 of 381 2025 Estimate Notes



Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Table of Contents

Minister's Accountability STate@MENT ... e saere s 3
S u = 1T LTl I =Tt o o PP 5
PUIPOSE OF the MINISTIY ..ttt et sree e e e e sr e sa e s sae s e s e s e e s e saensaeanansannes 5
Operating ENVIFONMIENT ...ttt et e et e et et e e e e e e e e et e e e e emeameeeameeenneee 5
ECONOMIC STAEIMENT .....ceiie ittt ss s sb e e s e b s s et s e s et e nasnean s 7
Performance Planming ...t ssr s bbb s 7
FINANCIAl SUMMAIY ..ottt er e s b s st eb st s h et s sb s st 19
Appendix A: PUDIiC Sector OrganiZationsS........cuuicciiiieiieiiiieiiesieeseesssisssresssssnessasssssessassasssessuessnens 20
Appendix B: Minister's Mandate LETLEr ........viiieieieeieestetc et ses s eae s sn e snensesensene 21
2025/26 to 2027/28 Service Plan | Page 4

Page 29 of 381 2025 Estimate Notes



Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Strategic Direction

In 2025/26, the Government of British Columbia will continue to priaritize delivering the
services and infrastructure needed for people to build good lives in strong communities.

To support this objective, Government will focus on growing the economy, responding to the
threat of tariffs, creating good paying jobs, improving affordability, strengthening health care
and education, and making communities safer.

Government will also continue deepening relationships with Indigenous Peoples while
advancing implementation of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act Action
Plan.

This 2025/26 service plan outlines how the Ministry of Agriculture and Food will support the
government’s priorities and selected action items identified in the Minister’s January 2025
Mandate Letter.

Purpose of the Ministry

The Ministry of Agriculture and Food (the ministry) is responsible for supporting the
production, marketing, processing and merchandising of agriculture and seafood products;
providing business risk management programs including crop insurance to the sector,
knowledge and technical training and extension services, food safety and plant and animal
health programs; and the collection of information and preparation and dissemination of
statistics relating to agriculture and seafood, supporting the province's food security and
developing a resilient food system and economy.

The ministry is a key contributor to economic development and province-wide job creation,
particularly for small and medium sized farms and food processing businesses. The
agriculture, food and beverage sector create economic and social benefits for Indigenous
groups and other underrepresented groups, has the potential to attract provincial investment,
and contributes to workforce development and skills training.

The legal and regulatory environment that guides the work of the ministry includes 30 statutes
which relate wholly or primarily to the ministry. A complete list of legislation for which the
ministry is responsible is available online.

Operating Environment

The Ministry of Agriculture and Food has operated in an incredibly challenging environment
this fiscal year.

The U.S. is B.C.'s largest trading partner and top export market for agriculture, food, and
seafood accounting for approximately 75 percent of exports. Uncertainty in the trading
relationship between Canada and the US may impact B.C.'s agricultural sector. This increase

2025/26 to 2027/28 Service Plan | Page 5
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uncertainty for B.C.'s agriculture, food, and seafood exporters. Millions of jobs on both sides of
the border depend on the Canada-U.S. trade relationship.

The Ministry’s Animal Health Centre, located in Abbottsford, is still addressing the impacts of
the atmospheric river event and subsequent flooding of 2021. This challenge has been
exacerbated by continuing and worsening avian influenza outbreaks, which, in 2024 coincided
with an outbreak of chronic wasting disease in some cervid populations. These outbreaks
result in large surges in demand for testing at the AHC, because real time testing is critical to
determine the extent of outbreaks and whether response measures are working. Since
September 2024 the AHC has conducted more than 5,800 tests for avian influenza and more
than 2,800 tests for chronic wasting disease.

Additionally, the Province's agricultural sector has faced continual extreme weather events
such as wildfires and droughts and more severe than normal winter freeze events. These
events have caused significant economic challenges for the sector, focused on the province’s
interior. The ministry’s Business Risk Management Branch (BRMB) plays a critical role in
supporting the recovery of British Columbia's agricultural sector when catastrophic loss events
occur. This support is provided through a suite of insurance and income stability programs,
which are jointly funded through the Province and Canada under the Sustainable Canadian
Agricultural Partnership agreement: AgriStability, Agrilnsurance (Production Insurance),
Agrilnvest, AgriRecovery, and Agriculture Wildlife Damage Compensation.

These business risk management programs are the foundational component of a farmer's
financial risk management strategy and are developed to be nonmarket distorting and trade
compliant. The programs are designed to work together to help farmers return to production
when catastrophic events beyond their control occur. However, as the frequency and severity
of catastrophic weather events increase, the ability of the Business Risk Management Branch
to provide the needed recovery supports is becoming increasingly difficult with ongoing
resource constraints (budgetary and administrative).

To help address these challenges, the ministry has been given a mandate to focus its energy
on growing the economy by creating good jobs across the province, and to help reduce costs
for families. In the coming year, the ministry will collaborate with farmers and food processors
to ensure that all ministry programming is focused on improving the lives of BC families.
Farmers and food producers expect that ministry programming will serve their needs, and the
ministry will ensure that its programs remain relevant and efficient.

The ministry will work to improve affordability by helping ensure that costs of production are
reasonable, and it will champion the popular FeedBC and BuyBC programs to ensure that local
products are available in public institutions and grocery store shelves. Advocacy efforts that
are targeted towards the federal government will focus on making improvements to key
programs that farmers rely on, and the ministry will partner with other ministries to serve as a
liaison to the restaurant industry. ALR policies will be reviewed to ensure that the ALR is being
used to its fullest potential through strengthened regional food systems.

2025/26 to 2027/28 Service Plan | Page 6
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Economic Statement

B.C.'s economy experienced moderate growth last year amid relatively high interest rates,
persistent price pressures and ongoing global economic uncertainty. The labour market ended
the year on a positive note, supported by high immigration and strong population growth.
Inflation in B.C. continued to moderate as the price growth of goods eased, while inflation for
services remained elevated. Consumer spending and home sales activity were weaker for most
of 2024 in the wake of still elevated interest rates and high prices. Subdued global demand
and lower prices for key commodities led to a decline in the value of the province’s
merchandise exports in 2024. Meanwhile, B.C. homebuilding activity remained relatively
strong following record high housing starts in 2023.

The Economic Forecast Council (EFC) estimates that B.C. real GDP rose by 1.2 per cent in 2024.
In the near-term, the EFC expects B.C.'s economy to grow by 1.8 per cent in 2025 and 1.9 per
cent in 2026, in line with the national average. For Canada, the EFC estimates growth of 1.4 per
cent in 2024 and projects national real GDP growth of 1.8 per cent in 2025 and 1.9 per cent in
2026. These projections do not fully include the impact of the evolving U.S. tariff situation.

Restrictive global trade policies, particularly potential U.S. tariffs, pose a risk to the outlook and
there is uncertainty over the degree and timing of impacts on B.C.'s economy, and among the
province's trading partners. Other risks include lower population growth due to changes to
federal immigration policy, as well as the potential for renewed price pressures leading to
interest rates remaining elevated for longer, weaker global demand, and commodity market
volatility.

Performance Planning

Goal 1: Strengthen B.C.’s food security and provincial food
systems

Strengthening provincial food security through a sustainable and profitable agriculture and
food sector where responsible land use remains a provincial priority as it contributes to a
strong, sustainable economy that works for everyone.

Objective 1.1: Strengthen the capacity in the provincial food system and
increase economic opportunities for farmers, ranchers, and processors

Ensure that the Feed BC and Buy BC programs will drive economic opportunities and job
growth across the sector, increase the safety and availability of local food, and build the
sustainability and reliability of the provincial food system. Integrated programs targeting
industry renewal and competitiveness, sustainability, and capacity will address gaps in food
supply resilience.

2025/26 to 2027/28 Service Plan | Page 7
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Key Strategies

¢ Developing a Premier’s Task Force on Agriculture and Food Growth and
Competitiveness to work with industry and cross government partners to grow the
profitability and success of the sector.

¢ Increase the awareness of the Buy BC brand with B.C. citizens and the availability
and promotion of Buy BC licensed products at grocery stores across B.C.

¢ Enhance Feed BC by building demand for local foods in more B.C. public institutions
through partnerships with key sectors such as health, post-secondary, and potential
expansion to new institutional market channels, activating business opportunities
to connect demand to supply and supporting the readiness of B.C. businesses to
supply more locally grown and processed food.

e Continue to integrate Feed BC into the Province's Feeding Futures Framework to
increase local food use and opportunities within B.C.'s K-12 school food programs.

The ministry has an integrated suite of programs and strategies to support this objective.
Under Buy BC, this involves evaluations and audits to support the refinement and further
targeting of Buy BC programming to meet industry needs. Under Feed BC, the forecast
forward reflects anticipated growth supported by continued Ministry mandate to support Feed
BC and increase use of B.C products in institutions, including healthcare, post-secondary and
K-12 schools.

Objective 1.2: Working with Indigenous people on food security initiatives
and economic development opportunities

Working in partnership with First Nations rights-holders and Indigenous Peoples to advance
responsive reconciliation actions, the implementation of the Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples Act, and to uphold Indigenous self-determination remains a priority and
responsibility for the Ministry.

Key Strategies

+ Ensure effective, responsive, and supportive policies, programs and services to
meet the needs of First Nations and Indigenous communities and businesses and
address barriers to participation through the B.C. Indigenous Pathfinder Service,
the Indigenous Food Pathways Program and other Ministry initiatives and
operations.

¢ Work in partnership with the B.C. Indigenous Advisory Council on Agriculture and
Food, other Indigenous partners and the sector, included as a part of Ministry
commitments laid out in the Declaration Act Action Plan (Goal 4.48), to support the
realization of Indigenous Peoples’ food security objectives, strengthen Indigenous
food systems and increase Indigenous participation in the agriculture and food
sector.

¢ Enhance Indigenous food sector capacity through work with rural and remote First
Nations and other Indigenous Peoples to improve program and service delivery for
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the expansion of food security initiatives as well as economic development
opportunities.

e Strengthen Indigenous, interagency and cross-sector partnerships through work
with First Nations Health Authority, government and Indigenous organizational
partners to improve collaboration and collective understanding of Indigenous
Peoples’ perspectives and interests on food security and food systems to guide
planning and action in B.C.

Discussion

Supporting First Nations rights-holders and Indigenous communities to meet their self-
determined food production, food security and economic development goals is a vital part of
strengthening community food security in B.C. This includes a commitment to understand and
respect Indigenous food systems, acknowledge impacts of colonization and address the
historic and systemic barriers to Indigenous food security and participation in the sector. To
advance food security and agricultural economic development priorities, the Ministry will
develop distinction-based approaches’ that enable capacity building, improve social, cultural
and economic well-being, and lead to the equitable participation for Indigenous Peoples in the
sector.

Forming the B.C. Indigenous Advisory Council on Agriculture and Food was a crucial step
towards strengthening the Ministry’s capacity to support the realization of Indigenous Peoples
food security objectives, strengthen Indigenous food systems and increase Indigenous
participation in the agriculture and food sector. The Council was the first of its kind in Canada.
It is guided by a three-year strategic plan and supports direct access for Ministry staff to
Indigenous knowledge holders.

r

The Ministry has also created the Indigenous Partnerships and Reconciliation Branch to work
with Indigenous partners and allies to guide responsive Reconciliation actions relating to
Indigenous food systems and the food and agriculture sector.

Objective 1.3: Expand the data available on the Agricultural Land Reserve

Ensuring that the ministry has access to comprehensive data and information on the usage of
Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) is essential for informed land use decision-making. This
information plays a pivotal role in guiding various ministry and government priorities, while
also facilitating collaboration with farmers, industry stakeholders, and government entities in
the development of long-term planning strategies and the enhancement of food security
within the province.

1 A distinction-based approach means that the Province’s work with First Nations, Métis, and Inuit people will be conducted in a manner that
acknowledges the specific rights, interests, priorities and concerns of each, while respecting and acknowledging these distinct Peoples with
unique cultures, histories, rights, laws, and governments.
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Key Strategies

e Accelerate the pace of Agricultural Land Use Inventories (ALUI) to establish a full
and updated provincial baseline.

e Investin research and development into new technologies to ensure a more
sustainable ALUI program and enable more frequent ALUI updates.

* Develop an online portal to ensure that all ALUI data is readily accessible with tools
available to facilitate data informed decisions on the land base.

Discussion

To make informed decisions, the province needs to know how the ALR is being used and have
data that is current and available province wide. This includes information on the types and
amount of farming that is occurring, as well as the volume of value-added and processing
activities underway. ALUT's collect consistent, credible, and comprehensive data about land use
and land cover on agricultural lands across the province.

Maintaining a province-wide ALUI was a recommendation from the “Revitalizing the ALR and
the Agricultural Land Commission” Final Committee Report to support policy and program
development and the ALR. The ministry developed a five-year ALUI Program strategy to
update all agricultural regions in the province with an ALUI baseline by March 31, 2028,
completed to current ALUI standards.

There are many decision-makers involved in the ALR, including local governments, the
Agricultural Land Commission (ALC), and numerous provincial government ministries. Having
access to data to definitively demonstrate what is occurring on the ALR (and how things are
changing), will result in better decisions, policies, and regulations. ALUI has the potential to be
a powerful tool, but the information must be current, comprehensive, and accessible. The
ministry has developed a strategy to deliver a fully updated provincial baseline and the tools
and methodologies in place to ensure this information remains up to date and accessible.

A key aspect of the ALUI update process involves research and development aimed at
leveraging artificial intelligence and machine learning technologies to streamline the
digitization of parcels and the identification of land use and land cover changes over time,
thereby reducing time and labor demands. The use of high-resolution imagery is essential for
any ALUI project, necessitating the allocation of sustained resources to support these projects.
The overall goal of this work is to reduce the cost of collecting and maintaining the ALUI over
time.
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Performance Measures

Performance Measure

2023/24
Baseline

2024/25
Forecast

2025/26
Target

2026/27
Target

2027/28
Target

1a Number of government or
other Feed BC partner facilities
that have committed towards a
minimum 30 percent of B.C. food
expenditures within total annual
food expenditures

201

211

219

227

234

1b Number of Buy BC logo
licensed products

7,500

9,000

10,500

12,000

13,500

Data source: Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Discussion

1a Feed BC partner facilities: Increasing the number of government or other Feed BC partner
facilities that have committed to and are tracking towards a minimum 30 percent B.C. food

within their total annual food expenditures provides new market opportunities for B.C.

producers and processors and supports increased provincial food supply and food system

resilience.

1b Buy BC logo licensed products: Increasing the number of Buy BC logo licensed products

that are grown, harvested, raised, or processed in B.C., along with undertaking Buy BC
activities focused on online engagement, promotional campaigns, retail and industry

partnerships, drives increased consumer awareness of the Buy BC brand and expands local
food purchasing. In 2024/25 registrations of Buy BC products have far exceeded original
targets due to strong consumer interest and expansion of retail partnerships.

Goal 2: Support the B.C. agriculture and food sector to be
competitive and profitable while adapting to climate change

Globally, climate change threatens food security. Food producers are adapting or preparing
for both an increasing frequency and severity of climate-related events and longer-term
impacts of climate change. The scale and scope of this challenge requires support from
government to help facilitate the sector’s continued efforts to become ready for climate-
related events, contribute to emission reduction solutions, and ensure that British Columbia’s
long-term food security can be protected.

Objective 2.1: Improve emergency preparedness and climate resilience

In recent years, British Columbians have experienced the full spectrum of climate-related
events (e.g., extreme heat, drought, wildfires, floods), and few sectors have been hit as hard as
agriculture. Climate science tells us that this trend is only going to intensify over the coming
decades as we face increasingly frequent and damaging climate-related events. In addition to
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these events, climate driven emergence of pests and pathogens in animals and plants will also
increase.

The Province of B.C. has adopted the United Nations Sendai Framework, which outlines five
key priorities that are guiding the ministry’s evolving approach to climate related events and
the associated risk as listed in the key strategies below.

Key Strategies

. Understanding risk: Continued investment in science and monitoring capacities to
understand climate changes in B.C.'s weather and the impacts of these changes on the
availability of agricultural water, drought and flood risks, ocean acidification and
hypoxia, invasive species, diseases, pests, and other climate stressors.

. Strengthening governance: The Emergency Management Branch will provide
expertise and support coordination for preparedness, mitigation, and response
efforts involving the agriculture sector, including the development and
implementation of a multi-year Emergency Management Strategic Plan.

. Investing in on-farm resiliency: Expansion of cost-shared preagramming to support
extreme weather preparedness supports for agricultural producers to protect their
operations from extreme weather events.

. Enhancing preparedness: The ministry will support industry efforts to improve response
capacity for plant and animal health risks, including but not limited to Avian Influenza, by
increasing engagement and capacity-building initiatives across high-risk agriculture
sectors.

. Capacity building for resilience: Establish outreach and education programs for local
authorities, Indigenous peoples, and industry organizations to support agriculture sector
resiliency in the face of rapidly changing climate-related risk profiles.

Discussion

In the wake of increasingly significant drought, wildfire, flooding, and other emergency events
over the last several years, the ministry has been scaling up its capacity to address emerging
emergency incidents and strengthening the overall climate readiness of the food and
agricultural sector. Work towards this objective is being supported by newly established roles
and organizational units within the ministry, including the establishment of the Emergency
Management Branch with additional staff and the expansion of regional extension services
supporting producers in adapting to climate change.

Objective 2.2: Continue to optimize Business Risk Management programs
to meet the recovery needs of BC farmers when they experience a
catastrophic loss event

The Business Risk Management (BRM) suite (Production Insurance, AgriStability, AgriRecovery,

Agrilnvest, Agricultural Wildlife Compensation) assists BC's viable agricultural producers to
recover from extreme loss events beyond their control, including production losses, severe
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market volatility, extreme weather events, and disasters. The BRM suite of programs evolve
through continual review of policy, design and administrative processes so the programs meet
the recovery needs of viable BC farmers when catastrophic loss events occur.

Key Strategies

o Enhanced Client Service: BRM branch (BRMB) is investing in client service improvements
to BRM programs, including implementing an AgriStability “Notice of Loss” process,
analyzing behavioral insights analysis to better understand barriers and drivers to BRM
program participation, and improving and enhancing BRM marketing and
communication approaches and tools.

. Responsive policy and product development to meet sector needs: BRMB is evaluating
the potential to add new insurance products for pasture and tree nurseries, and
extending the current grape product probable yield averaging period. B.C. is
collaborating with Canada and the other provinces to develop and implement changes
nationally to ensure that adequate and equitable BRM protection is available to all farms.

e Engage existing farmer and commodity advisory committees to advise the BRM policy
development process: BRMB continues to lead and contribute to policy discussions and
development at the Federal-Provincial-Territorial policy tables. Policy development is
directly informed by farmers through BC's Risk Management Advisory Committee,
multiple Commodity Advisory Committees, and other formal and informal discussions
with farmers.

Discussion

BRM programs are delivered under the Sustainable Canadian Agricultural Partnership
Agreement, with the Ministry administering the Production Insurance, AgriStability,
Agricultural Wildlife Compensation programs and AgriRecovery initiatives. Agrilnvest is
administered by Canada. The Ministry has dedicated resources and expertise to support the
implementation of the key strategies for this objective. The ministry participates in all levels of
policy discussions and negotiations with Canada and the other provinces and territories.
BRMB has developed long-standing relationships with commodity groups and farmers to
understand BC farmers’ BRM policy positions. The continued discussions with existing
agriculture risk management advisory committees will be key to achieving this goal.

Performance Measures

Performance Measure 2023/24 | 2024/25 | 2025/26 | 2026/27 | 2027/28
Baseline | Forecast | Target Target Target

2a Number of beneficial
management practice
projects* completed by
farmers which support
climate resilient agriculture
practices and technologies
Data source: Ministry of Agriculture and Food (*includes BMP and EWP projects)

653 860 800 800 800
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Discussion

2a Beneficial management practices: Beneficial management practices are tracked by the
delivery of beneficial management practice projects through various funding programs. These
projects are implemented and adopted by individual farmers and producers. These practices
contribute to climate resilient agriculture production, indicating a shift in on-farm production
to include more resilient agriculture practices. Cumulative growth in the volume of beneficial
management practice projects implemented over time indicates the prevalence of adoption,
ongoing use, and rate of transition to beneficial management practices.

Goal 3: Support the agriculture, food and beverage sector in
growing and diversifying domestic and international markets.

The ministry is working to support the sector to expand and diversify domestic and
international markets through the delivery of a suite of market development programs and
services. By helping to increase sales and diversify markets, the ministry supports the sector’s
ability to contribute to sustainable and resilient economic growth for the province.

Objective 3.1: Increase the capacity and manage risks for the B.C.
agriculture, food and beverage sector to expand domestic and international
competitiveness

Leveraging B.C.'s agriculture, food and beverage sector's competitive advantages, addressing
barriers to growth and building capacity to capitalize on market opportunities will enable
business and job growth.

Key Strategies

. Support a coordinated government presence in collaboration with the Ministry of Jobs,
Economic Development, and Innovation, as well as federal-provincial-territorial (FPT)
governments on trade agreements, irritants and contingency plans in the event of
tariffs.

. Deliver trade diversification seminars and resources for B.C.'s agriculture, food and
beverage sector to assist them in understanding market requirements, opportunities
and challenges specific to key international markets.

. Provide cost-shared funding through the B.C. Agriculture and Food Export Program to
B.C.'s agriculture, food, and beverage businesses to support their ability to conduct
market research, establish diversification plans, and conduct market development and
diversification activities.

. Increase B.C. processing innovation, productivity and competitiveness through
improved industry access to facilities, equipment, technology, training, technical
services and other supports.
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Discussion

The sector’'s competitiveness is dependent upon a wide range of factors that drive economic
productivity, market development and ultimately growth. As a sector primarily comprised of
small to medium-size businesses, the first step to improving competitiveness is increasing
capacity and awareness of opportunities, informing actions through market research and
planning, and preparing companies to meet market requirements. Targeted export readiness
activities support the sector to identify and pursue market development opportunities both
abroad and domestically.

Expanding market opportunities will require additional actions to address barriers to growth.
As food and beverage manufacturing account for 57 percent of B.C.'s total agriculture, food,
and seafood industry GDP, there is a strong focus on expanding opportunities for this part of
the sector by increasing value-add activities on B.C. grown products, facilitating and enabling
food processing innovation, and investments to improve productivity and profitability.

Objective 3.2: Expand and diversify B.C. agriculture, food and beverage
export markets.

B.C.'s broad array of products and strong international reputation for high food safety
standards positions the sector to expand export opportunities. Increasing and diversifying
export sales increases the long-term resiliency of the sector by reducing market risk and
contributes to economic growth and job creation across the province.

Key Strategies

. Support a coordinated government presence in collaboration with the Ministry of Jobs,
Economic Development, and Innovation to support industry participation and promotion
at large international tradeshows and business to business matchmaking events with
support from provincial and federal trade representatives.

. Provide cost-shared funding to farmers, food and beverage processors, and industry
associations to support industry-led international market development activities that
support the sector in developing and diversifying export markets.

. Make continuous improvements to the B.C. Agrifood and Seafood Export-Ready Business
Catalogue to support the ability of B.C. Trade and Investment Representatives and
Canadian Trade Commissioners to help connect international food buyers with B.C.
exporters.

Discussion

Increasing and diversifying export sales includes maintaining competitiveness in existing
markets and supporting trade diversification activities. Coordinating a strong industry
presence and facilitating connections to foreign buyers at key international tradeshows and
events and showcasing B.C. food and beverage products through in-market promotional
activities, ensures that B.C. exporters can develop and maintain strong trading relationships
and drive consumer demand and sales of B.C. exports.
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Objective 3.3: Support market access through a high standard of animal
and plant health programming and diagnostic services.

Plant and animal health and welfare are key factors in increasing the production of a wide
range of agricultural products for domestic consumption, for sustaining and building public
confidence in those products, and for maintaining international trade. Strategies that enhance
and protect plant and animal health and welfare in the province are critical to growing and
diversifying domestic and export markets.

Key Strategies

e Provide diagnostic, surveillance, prevention and response programming for priority
diseases affecting plant and animal health, as well as food safety, such as avian influenza,
African Swine Fever, and Sa/monella spp.

e Build genomics capacity for animal and plant health, as well as food safety, in the context of
a BC One Health Strategy (a cross-disciplinary approach to optimize the health of people,
animals, plants and their shared environments; recognizes that the health of humans,
domestic and wild animals, plants, and the wider environment, including ecosystems, are
closely linked and inter-dependent).

e Enhance services to help producers meet plant and animal health and animal welfare
requirements for expanded market access.

» Collaborate with stakeholder organizations to develop new and improved policy and
programming for the welfare of production animals, including access to veterinary services.

Objective 3.4: Supporting Plant and Animal Health

The B.C. Plant and Animal Health Centre (PAHC) sustained significant flood-related damage
during the atmospheric river event of November 2021. While extensive rehabilitation work
allowed the facility to resume operations, its long-term viability remains uncertain due to
ongoing seismic vulnerabilities and its location within a floodplain. Recognizing the substantial
impact of the 2021 floods on PAHC operations, the AF continues to plan for a new PAHC
facility. As the leading laboratory services provider in Western Canada, PAHC plays a critical
role in diagnostic testing for the agriculture sector, including efforts to mitigate trade barriers
caused by pests or diseases of concern.

Additionally, PAHC provides zoonotic disease surveillance, helping to safequard public health
in British Columbia. This was demonstrated during recent concurrent outbreaks of highly
pathogenic avian influenza, COVID-19, and chronic wasting disease, which led to significant
surges in testing demand to determine the scope of outbreaks and assess the effectiveness of
response measures.

PAHC remains the only licensed, accredited, staffed, and fully equipped facility in B.C. capable
of providing these essential services. Any interruption in operations, such as those
experienced during the 2021 flood, increases risks to plant, animal, and public health across
the province.

2025/26 to 2027/28 Service Plan | Page 16
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Key Strategies

. Enhanced Disaster Preparedness and ensuring Business Continuity: Implement flood
and seismic resilience measures in the current facility until a new plan is put in place.
Developing a contingency plan to establish an emergency response and business
continuity plan to ensure minimal disruption in case of another flood event.

. Ensuring continuous Service delivery and modernization: Continue to invest cutting-edge
technology, laboratory automation and genomics to enhance diagnostic speed and
accuracy for disease surveillance and trade compliance by improving early detection
systems.

. Strengthening Disease Surveillance and Biosecurity: Enhance Collaboration with Health
and Agriculture Sectors: Strengthen partnerships with provincial and federal agencies
(Canadian Food Inspection Agency, Public Heath Agency of Canada, Office of the Chief
Veterinarian and Public Health Office), industry, veterinarians, and researchers to
improve data sharing and response coordination

Discussion

Assurance in animal and plant health and food safety are pre-requisites to grow markets. For
example, robust programs for foreign animal diseases, such as avian influenza and African
Swine Fever, and other diseases with significant animal and public health impacts, reduce
market interruptions and preserve livelihoods. Development and implementation of new
technologies such as genomics, to detect and understand, predict and prevent health threats
is necessary to meet customer expectations. Supporting plant and animal producers to meet
increasing health and welfare requirements of international, national and regional customers
is particularly critical for the diversification of B.C.'s agricultural sector.

Performance Measures

2023/24 2023/24 | 2024/25 | 2025/26 2026/27
Targets | Actuals | Target Target Target

Performance Measure

3a Number of B.C.

agriculture and food
businesses accessing 699 705 814 867 917

ministry business and
market programs

Data source: Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Discussion

In 2023, B.C. exported $5.7 billion in agriculture, seafood, and processed food and beverage
products to 189 different international markets. The top five export markets were the U.S ($4.3
billion), China ($530 million), Japan ($206 million), South Korea ($124 million), and Hong Kong
($68 million).? Coordinated activities, in partnership with federal and provincial trade

2 Data source: StatsCan: Canadian International Merchandise Trade Web Application (statcan.gc.ca)

2025/26 to 2027/28 Service Plan | Page 17

Page 42 of 381 2025 Estimate Notes



Ministry of Agriculture and Food

representatives, will support B.C. agriculture, seafood, and processed food and beverage
businesses to connect to and capitalize on export opportunities.

3a Number of agriculture and food businesses accessing business and market development
programs: The number of B.C. agriculture and food businesses that access business and
market development programs demonstrate the growth of the sector’s capacity to successfully
expand and diversify markets. Increasing the number of businesses that access business and
market development programs supports market growth and diversification by ensuring
businesses are competitive and reducing market risk. This enhances the long-term
sustainability of the B.C. agriculture and food sector and promotes economic growth.

2025/26 to 2027/28 Service Plan | Page 18
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Financial Summary
2024/25

($000s) Restated 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28

Estimates' Estimates Plan Plan
Operating Expenses
Science, Policy, and Inspection 18,064 18,311 18,311 18,311
Agriculture Resources 68,425 72,205 75,885 77,925
BC Farm Industry Review Board 1,457 1,473 1,473 1,473
Executive and Support Services 7,058 7,131 7,131 7,131
Agricultural Land Commission 5,453 5,508 5,508 5,508
Production Insurance Account 29,679 38,349 22,019 22,537
Total 130,136 142,977 130,327 132,885
Capital Expenditures
Executive and Support Services 853 853 853 853
Total 853 853 853 853

' For comparative purposes, amounts shown for 2024/25 have been restated to be consistent with the presentation of the

2025/26 Estimates.

* Further information on program funding and vote recoveries is available in the Estimates and Supplement to the

Estimates.

2025/26 to 2027/28 Service Plan

Page 44 of 381 2025 Estimate Notes

| Page 19



Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Appendix A: Public Sector Organizations

As of March 2025, the Minister of Agriculture and Food is responsible and accountable for the
following Agencies, Boards, Commissions and Tribunals:

Agricultural Land Commission

The Provincial Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) is the independent administrative tribunal
dedicated to preserving agricultural land and encouraging farming in B.C. The ALC is
responsible for administering the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR), a provincial land use zone
where agriculture is the primary land use taking place on the limited agricultural land base.

British Columbia Farm Industry Review Board

The British Columbia Farm Industry Review Board (the Board) is an independent administrative
tribunal that operates at arm's-length from government. As the regulatory tribunal

responsible for the general supervision of B.C. regulated marketing boards and commissions,
the Board provides oversight, policy direction and decisions to ensure orderly marketing and
to protect the public interest. In its adjudicative capacities, the Board provides a less formal
system than the court for resolving disputes in a timely and cost-effective way.

Marketing Boards and Commissions

The Marketing Boards and Commissions include:

BC Broiler Hatching Eqg Commission

BC Chicken Marketing Board

BC Cranberry Marketing Commission

BC Egag Marketing Board

BC Hog Marketing Commission

BC Indigenous Advisory Council on Agriculture and Food

BC Milk Marketing Board

BC Turkey Marketing Board

BC Vegetable Marketing Commission

College of Veterinarians of BC

2025/26 to 2027/28 Service Plan | Page 20
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Appendix B: Minister's Mandate Letter
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

January 16, 2025

Honourable Lana Popham
Minister of Agriculture and Food
Parliament Buildings

Victoria, BC V8V 1X4

Dear Minister Popham:

Congratulations on your appointment as Minister of Agriculture and Food at a critical time
for our province. Serving as a member of the executive council is a privilege and
responsibility which I am confident you will fulfill with integrity and a commitment to the
people of our province.

British Columbians have trusted us with a mandate to deliver for them in ways that make
a tangible difference in their daily lives. They expect us to listen and learn from people of
different perspectives - and work together to make things better for everyone.

Specifically, we will tackle the challenges people worry about at the kitchen table:

*» Grow the economy by creating good jobs across British Columbia. We will
collaborate with businesses, workers, and communities to attract investments in
both new and traditional sectors as well as emerging sectors of the economy. This
approach will bring certainty for business, security for workers, and generate the
wealth needed to support the essential services British Columbians rely on.

* Reduce costs for families including by helping people access homes they can
afford through support for first-time homebuyers, increasing the supply of rental
housing stock, and stronger measures to crack down on housing speculation.

w12
Office of the Web Site: Mailing Address: Location:
Premier www.gov.bc.ca PO Box 9041 Stn Prov Govt Parliament Buildings
Victoria BC VBW 9E1 Victoria
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» Strengthen health care by expanding access to family doctors and recruiting and
training more health professionals, ensuring that every British Columbian can
access the care they need, no matter where they live. We will also increase access
to addictions treatment and provide help for people whose struggles require
intensive supports.

e Make our neighbourhoods and communities safer by working with law
enforcement and social agencies to address street disorder, crack down on
organized crime, and do all we can to ensure repeat offenders stay behind bars.

Our commitment to take action on climate change remains foundational and will be key to
a healthy and prosperous BC for future generations.

Underlying all this work is our partnership with Indigenous peoples. Advancing
reconciliation, implementing the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act and
working in partnership with First Nations rights-holders to advance shared interests is the
responsibility of every Minister.

Over this mandate I expect you to prioritize making progress on the following:

e Inorder to protect key services that British Columbians rely on, work with the
Minister of Finance to review all existing Ministry of Agriculture and Food programs
and initiatives to ensure programs remain relevant, are efficient, and make life
better for BC families by supporting BC farmers and food producers. This is important
in the context of current Provincial budget constraints, market conditions, tariff
threats, and the economic realities of farmers.

e Help grow the profitability and success of our agricultural sector by ensuring close
connection between agricultural stakeholders and government policy makers through
a Premier’s Task Force with connections to relevant ministries across government.

* Support work led by the Ministry of Jobs, Economic Development and Innovation by
working with farmers and food producers, and customers of British Columbia’s
agricultural products in:

o advocating against proposed tariffs from the United States and ensuring
continued expansion of our agricultural export programs for the mutual
success of British Columbians and our trading partners;

o expanding global markets for our products to diversify and reduce trade
risk; and,

o preparing contingency plans in the event that tariffs are imposed.

* Assume the role of government’s liaison to the restaurant industry. In partnership
with the Minister of Tourism, Arts, Culture and Sport, be innovative in finding ways
to connect farmers, restaurants, and the tourism sector to grow all three sectors.

/3
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e In partnership with the Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General, support
work led by that Ministry to reform BC's liquor and cannabis rules in ways that
support the restaurant and agricultural sector.

* Ensure a continuation of public support for the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR),
including protection of BC families from food price shocks, promotion of financial
success for farmers, access to farming as a career for aspiring farmers, and
expanded economic growth in the province.

e Ensure that ALR land use restrictions are consistent with the potential and available
uses of the actual land in the reserve, and that provision is made to expand food
processing in the province to grow our food processing sector.

» Expand affordability and food security in the province by working with farmers to
find ways to control costs for them and for the BC families who rely on their
products, and by advocating with the federal government for fair programs for
British Columbia food producers.

« Strengthen our regional food systems by supporting farming, expanding local food
processing, identifying supply chain disruption vulnerabilities, and by increasing
economic opportunities through FeedBC and BuyBC.

To assist you in meeting the commitments we have made to British Columbians, you are
assigned a Parliamentary Secretary for Agriculture whose focus will be to:

e Work with you to ensure that farmers and food and beverage producers across the
province are represented and heard through the policy development process.

* Work with farmers and food and beverage producers in the Okanagan valley who
have been impacted by significant weather-related crop loss.

e Work with Indigenous communities to identify opportunities for expansion of food
security initiatives as well as economic development opportunities for rural and
remote Indigenous communities.

e Make particular efforts to reach out to young people interested in agriculture and
farming to identify their concerns and interests and ensure they are represented at

the table.

You will work closely together and ensure your Parliamentary Secretary receives
appropriate support to deliver on this work.

As you are aware, we have established an accord with the BC Green Caucus that supports
our shared commitment to ensuring stable governance focused on delivering progress

4
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and tangible outcomes for British Columbians. The commitments in that accord
complement the direction in these mandate letters.

As a Cabinet, we will uphold the highest standards of ethics, collaboration, and good
conduct in service of the public, and as a Minister of the Crown, you are expected to
review, understand, and act according to the Members’ Conflict of Interest Act. You will
establish a collaborative working relationship with your Deputy Minister and the public
servants under their direction, who provide the professional, non-partisan advice that is
fundamental to delivering on our government's priorities. Your Minister's Office must
meet the highest standards for integrity and provide a respectful, rewarding environment
for all staff.

The work we have ahead takes place in a profoundly challenging geopolitical environment.
Close friends and neighbours to our south are contemplating imposing draconian tariffs
on our products that would hurt both Americans and Canadians. Our allies internationally
face governmental instability. Hate and racism are on the rise around the world. Artificial
intelligence breakthroughs with unclear implications and astonishing potential are
announced daily. Global inflation, snarled supply chains, and war are threatening global
economic growth and prosperity as well as the transition to a low-carbon economy.

We have an obligation to protect and defend British Columbians, as well as seize
opportunities, in these uncertain times.

The good news is that we have everything we need to succeed, and we will succeed.
British Columbia’s people - our workers, entrepreneurs, business leaders, artists, and
innovators - are among the most talented in the world. We are home to world-class
educational institutions and public services. Our natural beauty is unmatched, we have
internationally envied resources, and we are one of the most diverse places on the planet.
Your job is to help us leverage these advantages in perilous times.

Use this mandate letter to guide your work, and do not be afraid to challenge assumptions,
or be innovative, bold and aggressive in achieving the goals set out for you and your
Ministry by the people of this province.

Thank you for joining me in the work ahead.

Sincerely,

David Eby, KC

Premier

e} Harwinder Sandhu, MLA
Parliamentary Secretary for Agriculture
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ESTIMATE NOTE- FISCAL 2025/26

Confidential

Advice to Minister

Legislation Overview

Act
Agricultural Land Commission Act
e Agricultural Land
Reserve General
Regulation.
¢ Agricultural Land
Reserve Use Regulation.

Animal Health Act

e Animal Products and
Byproducts
Regulation.

¢ Bee Regulation.

e Enforcement Regulation.
e Fur Farm Regulation.

* Game Farm Regulation.

» Livestock
Licensing
Regulation.

e Poultry Health and
Buying Regulation.

_ resEective_ j_Llri_sd_icion_s.

» Laboratory Fees Regulation.

Details

The Act defines the Agricultural Land Reserve
(ALR) and establishes the Agricultural Land
Commission (ALC) with the following purposes:

e Preserve agricultural land.

e Encourage farming on agricultural
land in collaboration with other
communities of interest.

e Encourage local governments, First
Nations, the government, and its agents to
enable and accommodate farm use of
agricultural land and uses compatible with
agriculture in their plans, bylaws, and
policies.

The Act describes the ALC's procedures and
requirements for determining whether land is
included or excluded from the ALR, subdivided,
or used for non-farm use, soil use, or non-
adhering residential use. Applications for use
and subdivision of agricultural land may be
delegated to public bodies or First Nations
governments where the lands are within their

‘The Act enables the government to:

o Apply effective control measures to a
large number of reportable and
notifiable animal diseases.

¢ Inspectanimals, animal products
and byproducts.

* Protect certain data and information.

e Make orders for the management of
disease, or for the seizure and destruction
of animals, animal products, and
byproducts to control the spread of a
disease.

e License avariety of operators
engaged in business that relates to
animals, animal products or animal
byproducts.
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Confidential Advice to Minister

Act Details
e Premises e Place greater accountability on persons
ldentification responsible for animals to ensure that
Regulation. on-farm practices prevent the
e Reportable and occurrence and spread of disease.

e Work with industry and other
governments to monitor animal

Notifiable Disease

Regulation. health and to participate in health
management and research programs.
Farm Income Insurance Act The Act enables the establishment and
e FarmIncome Plans administration of farm income plans, which are
Regulation. voluntary participation programs for British

Columbia (B.C.). farmers designed to provide the

guarantee or assurance of income, or for the

payment of money to reduce losses caused by

price fluctuations such as low market return and
escalating input costs.

Farm Practices Protection (Right The Act ensures that farmers can farm in the ALR

to Farm) Act and on land that is designated for, or allows farm
e British Columbia use, by protecting them from nuisance lawsuits,
Farm Industry Review nuisance bylaws, and prohibitive injunctions if
Board Regulation. they are using normal farm practices. The B.C.
e Specialty Farm Operations | Farm Industry Review Board (BCFIRB) was
Regulation. established to deal with complaints about farm

practices, including the ability to order a farmer
'to improve or to stop poor farm practices.
BCFIRB builds on an existing peer review process
to investigate and attempt to resolve disputes
before hearings are held.
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Confidential Advice to Minister

Act . Details
Farmers and Women'’s Institutes Act I Farmers' and Women's Institutes are rural
e Farmers and Women's organizations concerned with most aspects of
Institutes Act Regulation. farming industry and society from a community

agriculture point of view. The Act describes the
purposes for which Farmers' and Women's
Institutes may be incorporated and provides a
process for incorporation. It authorizes the
appointment of a Superintendent of Farmers'
Institutes to discharge the duties assigned by the
Minister of Agriculture and Food (the Minister) or

| regulations.
Farming and Fishing The purpose of this Act is to enable producers of
Industries Development Act commadities in the farming and fishing
e Blueberry industries to collect levies approved by the
Industry Lieutenant Governor in the Council. The Minister
Development establishes a council to administer the levy fund
Fund Regulation. and apply those funds to promote and benefit
e British Columbia Salmon their industries.
Marketing Council
Regulation,

e British Columbia Wine
Grape Council Regulation.

o Cattle Industry
Development Council
Regulation.

e DairyIndustry
Development Council
Regulation.

e GrainIndustry
Development Fund
Regulation.

e Raspberry Industry
Development
Council Regulation.

e Woodlot Product

Development Council
Regulation.
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Confidential Advice to Minister

Act Details
Fish and Seafood Act The Minister is responsible for the Act except as it
e Fishand Seafood relates to licensing respecting the growing of
Licensing Regulation. aquatic plants and the harvesting of wild aquatic

+ Enforcement Regulation. plants.

The Act ensures that any fish or aquatic plants
that may be distributed to the public for human
consumption meet food safety standards. The
Act enables a licensing regime and creates an
inspection and enforcement system to ensure
license holders are complying with the Act and
with any terms or conditions of their license. A
range of punitive options ranging from
administrative penalties to criminal charges is
available. The Act also outlines record keeping
and reporting requirements, and allows for the
making of orders, and their reassessment,
reconsideration, and review. The Minister is
authorized to designate licensing officers,
reviewing officers, analysts, and inspectors. The
Minister may delegate their powers or duties
under specific provisions (s.17, s.27, s.46) to a
person or class of persons.

Food and Agricultural Products This Act provides a grading and classification
Classification Act system for food and agricultural products
e Egg Grading and produced or distributed in B.C. based on quality,
Standards Regulation. physical attributes, or method of production. The

Act also allows for the creation of protected
labels for prescribed products, such as requiring
certification to be able to use the word “organic”
in the marketing of organic products. The

¢ Enforcement Regulation.
e Organic
Certification

Regulation. purpose of these provisions is to support and
e Wines of Marked Quality strengthen consumer confidence and decision-
Regulation. making. The Act also contains provisions tor

inspector appointments, duties, powers,
responsibilities, reporting, record-keeping
| requirements, compliance, and enforcement.
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Confidential Advice to Minister

Act Details

Food Safety Act The Minister is responsible for the Act as it relates
» Meat Inspection Regulation. |t0 food establishments where animals are
slaughtered for food purposes.

The Act requires operators of food
establishments to be responsible for ensuring
that their food is safe for human consumption.
The Act provides for a licensing system for food
establishments, and for the summary
suspension, or amendment of the license if the
operation of a food establishment poses a risk to
human health or safety. Standards for
establishments are set out in regulations. The
appointment and powers of inspectors are
described, including the ability to prohibit sales
of food where operators have not complied with
regulations. An inspector can seize and destroy
food that is contaminated or unfit for human
consumption, and the Minister may order a recall

Insurance for Crops Act The Act empowers the Minister to enter into a
e Continuous Crop Insurance |crop insurance agreement with the federal
Regulation. government. Under this agreement, it also

authorizes the establishment and administration
of schemes of crop insurance in the province,
‘and the establishment of a crop insurance fund.

Livestock Act 'The Act permits the establishment of livestock

* Livestock Regulations. districts where, with minor exceptions, livestock

 Pound Districts Regulation. | may run at large within the district boundaries.
It also permits the establishment of Bull Control
areas, which under the direction of a Bull
\Control Committee, determine the number,
breed, breeding, quality, and age of bulls
Ilallowed to run at large within the area.
iThe Act also allows for the establishment of
pound districts to allow keepers, peace officers,
and others to capture animals at large within a
specified area and allows for the sale of
unclaimed impounded animals and the
reimbursement of the keeper.
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Confidential

Advice to Minister

Act

Livestock Identification Act

* Livestock Identification
Regulation.

Livestock Lien Act

Local Government Act
* Right to Farm Regulation.

Milk Industry Act
¢ DairyPlant
Exception
Regulation.

i Details

‘A Livestock Notice is published under the Act,
although it is not a regulation. It sets out bull
control areas, livestock districts, and pound
districts.

The Act allows the livestock industry to establish
a system for registration of brands in the
province for brand inspection and the transfer of
brands. The Act allows for the appointment of
inspectors, describes the powers of inspectors,
and outlines the process for handling
complaints. The Act includes a requirement to
keep records of livestock transactions and to
present such records to inspectors upon request.

The Act creates a possessory lien in favour of
every keeper of a livery, boarding or sale stable,
and every agistor of cattle holding any livestock
or effects. An agistor is a person that feeds or
pastures an animal for a fee. The lien on the
livestock or effects left with them by their owners
is for the value or price of food, care, attendance,

|or accommodatlon furnlshed for the Ilvestock

The Minister is responsible for s. 481 (1) and s. 551
- 554,

The provisions dealing with farm bylaws are the
administrative responsibility of the Minister
responsible for the Farm Practices Protection (Right
ito Farm) Act. These sections allow for the setting
of provincial standards for local government
](Iand use and farm) bylaws, enable the
:Idevelopment of special bylaws for farming, and
idirect that local government bylaws be reviewed

in relation to the provincial standards.

The Minister is responsible fors. 12 as it relates to

bulk tank milk grader licenses, and the remainder
of the Act.
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Confidential

Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Advice to Minister

Act

Milk Industry Standards
Regulation.

| persons operating or working in dairy plants.

; Details

The Act ensures the safety and quality of all milk
\and milk products by requiring certification of
]dairy farms and licensing of dairy plants. The Act
]also ensures that all milk sold comes from
-icertified dairy farms and that all milk processed
linto dairy products, except for raw milk used in
1the production of certain specialty cheeses, is
pasteurized. The Act also outlines the role of the
B.C. Milk Marketing Board in determining
4payment to milk producers.

The Act is supported by the Milk Industry
Standards Regulation which details standards for
cleanliness and quality during all phases of milk
production and processing.

The Minister issues bulk tank milk grader
licenses; the Minister of Health issues licenses for

Ministry of Agriculture and Food Act

Laboratory Fees Regulation
(also under Animal Health
Act).

Although the Ministry has changed names several
times, this Act describes the purposes and
functions of the Ministry, which include matters
relating to:

Production, marketing, processing, and
merchandising of agricultural products
and food,

Institution and carrying out of advisory,
research, promotional or education
extension programs, projects or
undertakings relating to agriculture and
food; and

Collection of information and preparation
of statistics relating to agriculture and
food and the dissemination of these
statistics as the Minister considers
advisable.

The Act also empowers the Minister to enter into

agreements with other governments.
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Confidential Advice to Minister

Act . Details
Ministry of Forests and Range Act s. 4(d)(ii) and (e) as those provisions relate to the
portfolio of the Minister.

This section of the Act relates to the
government's responsibility to encourage an
efficient and competitive ranching sector.

Natural Products Marketing (BC) Act | The Act provides for a system of schemes for

» BC Egg Marketing Board individual commaodities to promote, control and
Powers and Duties regulate production, transportation, packing,
Regulation No.1. storage, and marketing of natural products in the

province, including prohibition of that production,
transportation, packing storage, and marketing in
whole or in part. The Act provides for the
constitution of marketing boards and
commissions under the schemes and provides

« BC Egg Marketing Board
Powers and Duties
Regulation No. 3.

e B.C. Broiler Hatching Egg

Scheme. 1 s
B & Ehicken Kidikad them with powers vested by the Lieutenant
) ‘h‘ icken Marketing Governor in Council. A supervisory and appellate
>cheme. Board, BCFIRB, is also created under the Act.
e B.C. Cranberry Marketing
Scheme.

There is no BC Egg Marketing Board Powers and

* B.C.Egg Marketing Scheme. Duties Regulation No. 2

* B.C. Hog Marketing Scheme. |

» B.C. Milk Marketing Board
Regulation.

e B.C. Turkey Marketing
Scheme.

» B.C.Vegetable Scheme.

e Natural Products Marketing
(BO) Act Regulation.

Plant Protection Act ‘The Minister is responsible for the Act except as it
* Bacterial Ring Rot relates to the treatment of the Spongy Moth.
Regulation. The Act provides for the prevention of the spread
e Blueberry Maggot of pests destructive to plants in B.C., including
Control Regulation. the powers of inspectors and the authority to
» Domestic Bacterial Ring establish quarantine areas.
Rot Regulation.
e Golden
Nematode
Regulation.

o Little Cherry
Control Regulation.
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Confidential Advice to Minister

Act | Details
e Japanese Beetle Control 'l
Regulation.
¢ Spongy Moth Eradication
Regulation.

. B — — ! : — — e
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act | The Act ensures the humane treatment of animals

¢ Prevention of Cruelty by providing a legislative mandate for the Society
to Animals Regulation. for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in B.C. It

¢ Sled Dog Standards of outlines the membership, the constitution, and
Care Regulation.  powers of society, including the inspection

¢ C(Catteryand powers of their officers, rights of seizure, and
Kennel disposal or sale of animals taken into custody. The
Regulation. Act identifies standards of care for animals and

e Animal Care Codes of duties of operators of reqgulated activities
Practice Regulation. involving animals. The Act provides specific

protection of service animals and prohibits baiting
and fighting animals. The Act specifies that
appeals regarding the seizure of animal(s) can be

|made to BCFIRB.

Seed Potato Act The Act facilitates the growing of certified seed
e Cariboo Certified Seed potatoes and provides for the constitution of seed
Potato Control Area potato control areas, appointment of seed control
Regulation. committees (the functions, powers, and duties).
e Pemberton Certified The Act also places restriction of growth of any
Seed Potato Control potato seed of a variety prescribed by the
Area Regulation. committee in a seed potato control area.

» Seed Potato Regulation. |

Special Accounts Appropriation and ‘The Minister is responsible fors. 9.2.
Control Act This section of the Act allows for the creation of a
special account known as the Production
Insurance Account that is used to fund
governmentinsurance payments under the
Insurance for Crops Act.
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Confidential Advice to Minister

Act i Details

Veterinarians Act The Act provides a legislative framework for those
practicing veterinary medicine in the province to
regulate their qualifications, registration,
standards of conduct and practice, and conduct
investigations and disciplinary proceedings when
required. The British Columbia Veterinary Medical
Association is continued as the College of
Veterinarians of British Columbia (the College).
The College may make bylaws, some of which
must be approved by registrants. The College may
certify technicians and establish bylaws related to
the practice of aspects of veterinary medicine by

technicians.
Veterinary Drugs Act The Act restricts the sale and manufacture of
e Veterinary Drug and medicated feeds and veterinary drugs except by a

Medicated Feed Regulation. pharmacist or a veterinarian licensed under this
Act. The Act also allows for the inspection of
premises on which medicated feeds or veterinary
drugs are manufactured or sold. The Minister may
prohibit the use of certain drugs if considered to
be dangerous to a person or animal.

Approved by: Prepared by: Alternate Contact:
Name: Eric Kristianson Name: Gemma Kerr Name: Lauren Yawney
Date approved: 2025-02-14 | Branch: CPPB Branch: CPPB

Phone; 778 698-8511 Phone: 250-387-9535 Phone: 236-478-3443
Cell: N/A Cell: N/A Cell: N/A
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Honourable Lana Popham
Minister of Agriculture and Food
Parliament Buildings

Victoria, BC V8V 1X4

Dear Minister Popham:

Congratulations on your appointment as Minister of Agriculture and Food at a critical time
for our province. Serving as a member of the executive council is a privilege and
responsibility which I am confident you will fulfill with integrity and a commitment to the
people of our province.

British Columbians have trusted us with a mandate to deliver for them in ways that make
a tangible difference in their daily lives. They expect us to listen and learn from people of
different perspectives - and work together to make things better for everyone.

Specifically, we will tackle the challenges people worry about at the kitchen table:

*» Grow the economy by creating good jobs across British Columbia. We will
collaborate with businesses, workers, and communities to attract investments in
both new and traditional sectors as well as emerging sectors of the economy. This
approach will bring certainty for business, security for workers, and generate the
wealth needed to support the essential services British Columbians rely on.

* Reduce costs for families including by helping people access homes they can
afford through support for first-time homebuyers, increasing the supply of rental
housing stock, and stronger measures to crack down on housing speculation.
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