Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Estimates 2025/2024
TAB TOPIC BRANCH
A Opening Comments & Accomplishments GCPE
B Budget
1 Budget Highlights CSNR
2 Operating Budget by Core Business CSNR
= Operating Budget by Group Account Classification CSNR
C Corporate Information
4 AF Organizational Structure and FTE Numbers DMO /CSNR
5 Annual Service Plan 2025-2026 DMO
6 Legislation Overview CPPB
7 Mandate Letters DMO
D Ministry Issues/Topics
Listed alphabetically under block of yellow if not captured under blue subheading

| Agricultural Land Commission ]\
8 Agri-Industrial Processing Use in the ALR ALC
9 Agri-Tech Vertical Farming in the ALR ALC
10 ALC Commissioners and Panels ALC
11 ALC Application Processing Times ALC
12 | ALC Application Types/Volumes by Fiscal Year ALC
13 | ALR Land Included into and Excluded from by Fiscal Year ALC
14 Brunswick Point - MLA Paton CPPB
15 | Compliance and Enforcement at the ALC/Statistics ALC
16 | Illegal Fill Dumping in Hatzic Lake/ FVRD ALC
; Non-Adhering Residential Use (NARU) Applications ALC
18 Non-Farm Use Applications ALC
19 Notice of Intent for Soil and Fill Use ALC
Agriculture Land Reserve (ALR)
20 Agricultural Land Use Inventories (ALUIs) CPPB
21 | ALCA Alignment of Laws Project CPPB
22 | ALR/ALC Overview CPPB
23 | ALR - Cowichan Estuary ALC
24 | ALR - Foreign Ownership CPPB
25 | ALR - Heppell's Farm CPPB
26 | Speculation and Vacancy Tax CPPB

| AgriTech. : s
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27 | Agritech Industry Development Support ICB
28 Minister's Advisory Group on Regenerative Agriculture and FSCSB
Agritech incl. Select Standing Committee Report on Carbon
Sequestration
29 | On-Farm Agritech Adoption Support ICB
Animal Diseases '
30 | Abbotsford Agriculture Center PAHD
31 African Swine Fever OCV/IGR/ESSB/BRM
B
32 | Animal Health Center PAHB
33 Avian Influenza (AI) CRCR/OCV
34 Chronic Wasting Disease PAHB
35 | Feral Pigs OCV/ESSB
36 Foot and Mouth Disease ocv
37 | Infectious Laryngotracheitis (ILT) ocv
Animal Welfare |
38 | Access to Veterinary Services OCV/CPPB
39 | Codes of Practice for Animal Welfare CPPB
40 | College of Veterinarians of British Columbia (CVBC) Bylaw CPPB
Review
41 Domestic/ Wild Sheep Disease Risks -incl. MOVI ESSB/OCV/CPPB
42 Farmed Animal Welfare Review CPPB
43 | Funding for BC Seats at Western College of Veterinary LBR/CPPB
Medicine
44 | One Health PAHB/OCV
45 One Welfare CPPB/OCV
46 PCAA Amendments/Animal Activism and Animal Welfare CPPB
BC Farm Industry Review Board (BCFIRB) Ly =
47 | Appeals and Complaints Overview BCFIRB
48 | BC Milk Marketing Board and Western Milk Pool BCFIRB
Transformation Initiative
49 BC Vegetable Marketing Commission BCFIRB
50 | Chicken Sector Pricing Update BCFIRB
51 BC FIRB, Supply Management and Federal-Provincial BCFIRB
Agreements
52 | Governance of BC's Regulated Marketing Sector BCFIRB
53 | New Entrant Overview in Supply Managed and Regulated
Marketing Sectors -incl. Summary of Programs and Recent BCFIRB
Numbers by Sector
54 | Responsibilities, Practices and Procedures as an Administrative
; . ; BCFIRB
Tribunal - incl. animal welfare
55 | Supply Management BCFIRB
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Security Mandate Letter Commitment

56 | Bred Heifer Assoc. Loan Guarantee Program BRMB

57 | Livestock Protection Program ESSB/BRMB
58 | Prescribed Areas CPPB/ESSB
59 Slauihter Challenies FSIB/ESSB
60 BeeBC Program ESSB

61 Honeybee Imports and the Threat to Bee Health OoCv

62 | Buy BC Programs FBB

63 | Buy BC 3-Year Strategy FBB-MDT
64 | Cannabis - Ministi Suiiort and Proi rams ESSB/FBB/CPPB
65 Access to Water ESSB

66 | Clean BC Roadmap to 2030 CRCR -SCIB
67 | Climate and Environment: On-Farm Funding ESSB

68 | Climate and Environment: Extension ESSB

69 | Climate Resilience/Emergency Preparedness Strategy for Food | CRCR -SCIB

70 | Progressive Penalties for Milk Industry CPPB/OCV

71 Western Dairi and Vitalus CPPB

72 | Drought Response ESSB

73 | Wildfire Im iacts 2024 RACI - EMB/BRM

74 | Farmer Information Service ESSB

75 | Farmers Institutes ESSB

76 | Rising Input Costs/Inflation FBB/BRMB/ESSB
AR SEE NS he - s a4 S 31

77 | Feed BC in Health/Post-Secondary FBB - FSP

78 | Feeding Futures and Feed BC in K-12 FBB - FSP

(School Food Mandate)

79 | Food and Beverage Processing FBB - FSP

80 | Food Hub Network FBB - FSP

81 Food Inflation CRCR - FSCSB

82 Grocei Code of Conduct IGR

83 | Declaration Act Implementation IPR-CPPB

84 | First Nation Negotiations CPPB

85 | G2G Agreements and Water use eg. Koksilah ESSB

86 | Indigenous Agriculture and Food Programs FBB- IPR

87 | Indigenous Advisory Council on Agriculture and Food (IACAF) | IPR
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88 | TFW Program Changes and Inter Ministry Working Group FBB-WBS
89 Workforce Development and Labour programs FBB-WBS

90 | Meat Inspection rogram Overview [ FsiB

91 Modernized Poultry Inspection FSIB
92 | Salmon Transition Plan ESSB

|93 | Seafood Inspection Program Overview FSIB
94 New Entrant Strategy FBB-IES
95 New Entrant Programs FBB-WBS
96 | Youth Development FBB-WBS
97 | Nutrient Management ESSB

98 | Plant Diseases and Pests
-Army Worms, Little Cherry Virus, Japanese Beetle, Dutch ElIm | PAHB
Disease, Spongy Moth

99 | Premier’s Task Force on Agriculture and Food Economy FSCSB/ICB/FBB
Premiers Task Force on Agriculture and Food Economy - FSCSB/ICB/FBB

Membership List

| BRMB
101 | Agriculture Wildlife Program and Wildlife Damage Mitigation | BRMB

100 | AgriStability

Initiatives
102 | B.C. AgriStability Enhancement Program, 2024 BRMB
103 | Business Risk Management Overview BRMB
104 | Drought and Wildfire Agri Recovery (incl. TAP) 2023 BRMB
105 | Flood Recovery Initiative BRMB
106 | Livestock Price Insurance Program BRMB
107 | Production Insurance Program Delivery BRMB

| 108 | Site C - Agricultural Compensation Fund ESSB

109 | Export Market Development FBB-MDT

110 | Market Access Concerns CPPB-IGR

111 | Sustainable Canadian Agricultural Partnership (SCAP) CPPB-IGR

112 | US Market and Tariffs CPPB/FBB

113 | Enhanced Replant Program ESSB

114 | Blueberry Scorch Virus & Programming ESSB/PAHB

115 | Organics ESSB

116 | Tree Fruit Sector incl. apples and cherries ESSB/BRM

117 | Wine (incl. WGITF) 2023 and 2024 Freeze Event Outcomes FBB/CPPB/ESSB/
BRMB
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118 | Regional Agri-Enviromental Issues
Home Based Food Craft
BC School Fruit and Vegetable Nutrition Program
Estimates Budget Presentation - 2024/25 Compared to
2025/26
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

SPEAKING NOTES FOR

Lana Popham, Minister of Agriculture
and Food

Estimates Debate - Opening Remarks
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o I'd like to begin by acknowledging we are
on the territory of the Lekwungen people,
the Songhees and Esquimalt First Nations.

e Welcome the Opposition Critic.

e We've done this many times in the past and
I look forward to discussing with him the
issues that are most important to B.C.
farmers and food producers.

e ] also welcome questions from other
members who will be joining us over the
course of these estimates to talk about
issues in their constituencies.
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e With a budget that has increased over $50
million since we formed government, we
are committed to strengthening B.C.'s food
system and the people who grow and
produce our food.

e I'm pleased to be supported today by my
Ministry’s executive team, which includes:

+ Deputy Minister, Michelle Koski;
« Assistant Deputy Ministers:

- Eric Kristianson

- Paul Squires

- Willow Minaker

« Ranbir Parmar; and

« Chief Executive Officer of the Agricultural
Land Commission, Kim Grout.
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e I'm excited to get this debate going and I
know members will have many questions.

e So, with that, Honourable Chair, I'd be
happy to get right to it and take questions.
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1\1"}* Ministry of
1:“ Agriculture and
RITISH
coLumpia | Food

Budget 2025 Highlights

~ Budget 2025 increased by $12.841M over the restated
2024/25 budget

- Increase of $12.110M for the Production Insurance Special
Account

- Increase of $0.714M for the Shared Recovery Mandate

- Increase of $0.017M for the Ministers Office Salaries
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A5, Ministry of
BM Agriculture and
RITISH
coLumpia | Food

Budget 2025 Changes by Core Business

Changes from 2024/25

Shared
2024/25 2025/26 PISA Ministers Recovery
Restated Estimates Change | Adjustment Office Mandate
Ministry Operations
Science, Policy and Inspection 18,064 18,311 247 247
Agriculture Resource 68,425 72,205 3,780 3,440 340
BC Farm Industry Review Board 1,457 1,473 16 16
Executive and Support Services 7,058 7,131 73 17 56
1, _ 3
‘Sub-Total 95004 99,120 4,116 3,440 17 659
Agricultural Land Commission 5,453 5,508 55 55
Production Insurance Account Net 29,679 38,349 8,670 8,670
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A5, Ministry of
“B ' Agriculture and
RITISH
coLumpia | Food

Fiscal Plan Comparison

2024/25 2025/26
Restated Estimates 2026/27 Plan  2027/28 Plan
Budget 2024 - Baseline 130,136 130,136 130,136 130,136
Production Insurance Special Account 12,110 (540) 2,018
Shared Recovery Mandate 714 714 714
Ministers Office 17 17 17
Budget 2025 Total Budget 130,136 142,977 130,327 132,885
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A5, Ministry of
“B ' Agriculture and
RITISH
coLumpia | Food

Minister’s Office

Minister's Office 2024/25 2025/26
Budget Restated Estimates Change

Ministry Operations

Salary and Benefits 552 549 (3)
Legislative Salaries 58 78 20
Travel 87 87 -
Information Systems 10 10 -
Office Expenses 22 22 -
Total Budget 729 746 17
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Ministry of
Agriculture and
Food

Capital Budget

Spending by Asset Types 2024/25 2025/26
Estimates Estimates  2026/27 Plan 2027/28 Plan

Ministry Operations

Centralized Assets

Vehicles 550 550 550 550
Office Equipment 3 3 3 3
Specialized Equipment 300 300 300 300
Centralized Assets Total 853 853 853 853
Ministry Operations Total 853 853 853 853

Agricultural Land Commission

Vehicle replacement 0 0 0 0
Cannabis and Revitalization Vehicles 0 0 0 0
Agricultural Land Commission Total 0 0 0 0
Ministry Total 853 853 853 853
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