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Estimates 2025 - ECS
Section A, Tab 1

Tariffs and Retaliatory Tariffs

KEY FACTS:

e On March 4, 2024, President Trump implemented a 10 per cent tariff on energy
imports from Canada. Two days later, on March 6, 2024, President Trump issued a one-
month pause on tariffs impacting goods covered by the U.S.-Mexico-Canada
Agreement (USMCA) on trade. It is unclear how this pause impacts the energy sector,
since not all energy products exported by Canada are covered by USMCA.

Natural Gas, Oil, and Refined Petroleum Products

e Currently B.C. produces about 7 billion (B) cubic feet per day (Bcf/d) of natural gas. B.C.
exports about 85 per cent of the natural gas it produces at a value of $5B per year and
it is estimated that about 50 per cent of this gas currently ends up in the United States
(U.S.).

e The U.S. and Canadian markets are interdependent - so tariffs impacts are expected to
be shared by suppliers and consumers. Suppliers could shift the burden to consumers
by slowing growth or securing other international export opportunities.

e According to Wood Mackenzie, the tariffs could increase natural gas flows from
western to eastern Canada as certain U.S. imports are cut. Exports to the western U.S.
could remain stable due to limited price-competitive alternatives for western U.S.
consumers’.

e Currently LNG is not materially exported from B.C. If current and proposed LNG
projects advance, it is estimated that by the middle of the next decade over 50 per cent
of B.C.'s natural gas production could be destined for Asian markets.

« In addition to trade diversification, B.C. can employ strategies to support faster
permitting, reducing investor uncertainty and building resiliency/redundancy in the
distribution systems.

e The B.C. government is amending the Low Carbon Fuel Act to require made-in-Canada
renewable fuels blended into gasoline and diesel. The changes will support B.C. and
Canadian biofuel producers, protect local jobs across the supply chain and strengthen
B.C.'s energy security.

" Wood Mackenzie (2025). How Would Energy Tariffs affect North American Gas Markets?

Last updated: 21 Mar 2025 Page 1 of 4
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Estimates 2025 - ECS
Section A, Tab 1

Electricity

Since fall 2022, B.C. has experienced severe drought. This drought, concurrent with
increased demand, has resulted in an energy shortfall in the BC Hydro system and B.C.
being a net importer in 2023 and 2024.

Over the past 2 years, BC Hydro used net imports to serve an average of 11 per cent of
its domestic demand.

In 2024, B.C. imported over 14,200 Gigawatt hours (GWh) of electricity from the U.S. at
a cost of $920M, mostly from Washington State. B.C. exported more than 6,300 GWh
with sales to various U.S. states totalling just over $920M.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

In response to President Trump’s tariffs, Canada imposed retaliatory tariffs including
components used as inputs to the production of oil and natural gas (e.qg. pipe fittings).

Natural Gas, Oil, and Refined Petroleum Products

B.C. is Canada’s second largest producer of natural gas and in 2023 was the world's
12th largest natural gas producing jurisdiction (Alberta is 7th largest).

According to Statistics Canada the petroleum and natural gas sector contributes $15B
(5 per cent) to Provincial gross domestic product and employs 73,000 workers at an
average wage in excess of $110,000 per year.

Average royalties over the last 5 years have been $740M per year, with a peak of $2B
recorded in 2022/23.

By-products of natural gas production (propane, butane and condensate) are exported
to Alberta and into Asian markets through two operating export terminals. According
to Statistics Canada, in 2023, B.C. exported $1.2B of propane primarily to Japan and
South Korea.

The Ridley Island Export Facility is currently under construction in the Port of Prince
Rupert that will further expand B.C.'s ability to export propane and butane to Asian
markets.

The Trans Mountain Expansion Project (TMX) came online in May 2024 with a
nameplate capacity of about 890 thousand barrels per day.

Since TMX started operations, 50 per cent of exports have made their way to Asian
markets.

LNG projects complete or under construction represent $41B of capital expenditures
(capex) with an additional $33-35B capex pending decisions in B.C.

Last updated: 21 Mar 2025 Page 2 of 4
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Section A, Tab 1

¢ First Nations have or are currently negotiating benefits agreements with LNG
companies. Some have equity or ownership.

Electricity
e InB.C, we trade electricity with neighbouring jurisdictions for two primary reasons:

o to address any annual surplus and deficit due to variation in inflows to our
hydro-based system; and,

o to capture trade revenue from over or under supply in the U.S. and Alberta
power markets.

e 1In 2024, B.C.'s electricity sales to the U.S. flowed primarily to Washington State (48 per
cent); California (21 per cent); Arizona (12 per cent); Nevada (7.9 per cent); Montana (5
per cent); and Alaska, Idaho, Nebraska, New Mexico, Oregon, Texas, Utah, West
Virginia, Wyoming (6.75 per cent collectively).

e BC Hydro's marketing subsidiary Powerex also has a portfolio of suppliers, customers
and transmission contracts that allow it to transact wholly within the U.S. These
activities are subject to a permit issued by the U.S. Department of Energy that allows
Powerex to export power from the U.S. to B.C., and a Power Marketing Authorization
from the U.S. Federal Energy Regulatory Commission that allows Powerex to transact
at market-based rates.

¢ Powerex also markets the Canadian Entitlement (CE) to downstream power benefits
under the Columbia River Treaty on behalf of the Province with proceeds deposited to
the Province's Consolidated Revenue Fund. Revenues from the CE are forecast to be
$262M for 2024/25.

e The CEis currently delivered to the Canada-U.S. border where it may be sold to
BC Hydro or re-exported. Powerex does have the ability to pick up the CE in the U.S,,
which could avoid tariffs on re-export from B.C.

e CleanBC and BC Hydro Power Smart provide consumer-facing incentives for a range of
home energy retrofit and clean transportations measures.

e The incentives cover energy efficiency improvements, heat pumps, solar PV, home
energy storage, zero emission vehicles and charging infrastructure.

e The Province and BC Hydro are taking action to preference Canadian goods in these
programs going forward and to exclude, where practicable, U.S. produced good.

e To start as of March 12" all Tesla products are ineligible for either CleanBC and BC
Hydro Power Smart programs.

Last updated: 21 Mar 2025 Page 3 of 4
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY:

Estimates 2025 - ECS
Section A, Tab 1

e The potential financial impact of tariffs and retaliatory tariffs on B.C.'s energy system

are still being understood.

e Apreliminary assessment by the B.C. Government estimated that 25% tariffs on all
Canadian imports could result in the following impacts:

o Reduced economic activity by $69B between 2025 and 2028;

o Adrop in gross domestic product by 0.6 per cent annually in both 2025 and

2026;

o Joblosses of 124,000 by 2028, with the largest declines in the natural resource

sector.

o Note: these impacts are economy-wide and not specific to the energy sector.

ATTACHMENTS:

e Notapplicable

ADM(s) Responsible

Contact number

Chris Gilmore, EURD

250 217-7163

Viva Wolf, SIPD

236 478-2268

Rachel Shaw, ERD

250 507-6047

Nat Gosman, EDD

778 698-7282

Last updated: 21 Mar 2025
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Estimates 2025 - ECS
Section A, Tab 2

Fast Tracking Energy Projects
KEY FACTS:

e We are streamlining and paying close attention to eighteen (18) priority projects
announced by the Premier, to grow and diversify our economy. This is part of
Government's response to threats from the U.S. around tariffs and trade.

e These projects represent approximately $20 billion and will create 8,000 family
supporting jobs, especially in rural and remote communities across B.C., while also
strengthening and diversifying our economy for the long term.

¢ Nine (9) wind projects, one (1) solar project, and North Coast Transmission Line (NCTL)
are part of the 18 projects and are expected to involve significant First Nations
ownership (50% or more in all but one project, which will be at 49%).

e Government has announced and is proceeding with legislation to enable the BC
Energy Regulator (BCER) to regulate renewable electricity, NCTL, and other major
transmission lines. Government has also announced that wind projects, including the 9
announced in BC Hydro's recent call for power, and NCTL will not be subject to
Environmental Assessment.

e BCERis an experienced organization that has demonstrated expertise in clean energy
and is well positioned to deliver on consultation obligations and address First Nations'
interests for key permitting decisions.

e Itisimportant to note that the nature and scope of impacts from wind projects are
well understood and can be appropriately addressed through permit-level requlatory
processes.

e Environmental protection, Indigenous collaboration, and regulatory oversight remain
fundamental to every decision we make, and we continue to modernize permitting
and authorization systems to ensure a faster, more efficient process that maintains
high environmental standards.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

e The 18 priority projects include the following:
o 11 clean electricity projects:

= North Coast Transmission Line (NCTL) will bring electricity to the
Northwest, by constructing a new transmission line running about 450
km between Prince George and Terrace.

* 9 wind projects and 1 solar project are successful in BC Hydro's recent
Call for Power.

Last updated: 12 Mar 2025 Page 1 of 3
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Estimates 2025 - ECS
Section A, Tab 2

o 3 natural gas projects:

» Cedar Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) is the world’s first Indigenous-owned
LNG facility and will export 3 million tonnes of LNG from B.C. to Asia-
Pacific markets. The Haisla-led project is expected to be one of the
lowest-emitting projects of its kind in the world and has a plan to be net-
zero by 2050.

= NEBC Connector is a plan to build two 213 km pipelines from Northeast
B.C. to transport natural gas liquids and condensate to Alberta,
strengthening interprovincial trades.

= Aspen Point Program is an expansion of pipeline and power lines in
Chetwynd and Hudson’s Hope regions of Northeast B.C. to meet growing
industrial demand.

o 4 mining projects:
= Eskay Creek Gold/Silver Project in Northwest B.C.
» Red Chris Gold and Copper Mine in Northwest B.C.
* Highland Valley Copper Mine Extension in Logan Lake, B.C.
* Mount Milligan Gold and Copper Mine in Fort St. James, B.C.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY:

e The 18 priority projects represent approximately $20 billion in private-sector
investments.

e The 9 wind projects alone represent between $5 billion and $6 billion in private-sector
investments into B.C.

e Cedar LNG, the NEBC Connector project, and the Aspen Point Program represent over
$8 billion in new investments into British Columbia.

ATTACHMENTS:

e Appendix 1: List of Fast-Tracked Energy Projects

ADM(s) Responsible Contact number
Rachel Shaw, ERD 250-507-6047
Viva Wolf, SIPD 250-893-5681
Last updated: 12 Mar 2025 Page 2 of 3
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Estimates 2025 - ECS
Section A, Tab 2

Appendix 1: List of Fast-Tracked Energy Projects

e Eskay Creek Gold/Silver project: NW, Stewart

e Highland Valley Copper Expansion: SE, Logan Lake

e Red Chris Expansion: NW, Stewart

¢ Mount Milligan Copper and Gold: NW, Fort St. James

e Cedar LNG: NW, Kitimat

¢ NEBC Connector: NorthRiver Midstream: NE, Fort St. John area
e Enbridge T-North (Aspen Point): NE

¢ North Coast Transmission Line: NW, Prince George to Terrace
e BC Hydro Call for Power: 10 projects throughout the province
Brewster Wind Project - Campell River - Wind

Boulder and Elkhart Wind Project - Merritt - Wind
Highland Valley Wind Project - Logan Lake - Wind

K2 Wind Project - Kelowna - Wind

ShTSaQU Solar Project - Logan Lake - Solar

Mount Mabel Wind Project - Logan Lake - Wind

Nilhts'i Ecoener Project - Prince George - Wind

Nithi Mountain Wind Project - Fraser Lake - Wind

Stewart Creek Wind Project - Fort St. John - Wind

Taylor Wind Project - Taylor - Wind

c o o o o 0 o o 0o O

Last updated: 12 Mar 2025 Page 3 of 3
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Estimates 2025 - ECS
Section A, Tab 3

Ministry Reorganization

KEY FACTS:

e On November 18, 2024, the Ministries of Energy and Climate Solutions (ECS) and
Mining and Critical Minerals (MCM) were established and replaced the former Ministry
of Energy, Mines and Low Carbon Innovation (EMLI).

¢ Additionally, the Climate Action Secretariat (CAS) was moved into ECS to align
provincial energy and climate action strategy, policy and programs.

e The creation of ECS reflects the government’s commitment to leverage B.C.'s strength
as a clean-energy superpower which is essential to the transition to a low-carbon
economy.

e ECSisfocused on taking opportunities to bolster the economy while ensuring energy
development protects the environment and advances reconciliation with Indigenous
people.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

e ECS has four divisions to support the delivery of key responsibilities, priorities and
programs as outlined in the 2025 Mandate Letter.

e These divisions are Electricity and Utility Regulation (EURD), Energy Decarbonization
(EDD), Energy Resources (ERD) and Climate Action Secretariat (CAS).

o EURD is responsible for regulating electric and gas utilities, electricity planning
and policy frameworks, accelerating the generation and transmission of
electricity, overseeing relevant crowns (BC Hydro, Columbia Power Corporation,
Columbia Basin Trust) and coordinating B.C.'s participation in the Columbia River
Treaty negotiation process.

o EDD is responsible for decarbonizing energy use in the Province through energy
efficiency standards, clean transportation, built environment policies and
programs, remote community energy strategy, and utility demand-side
regulations.

o ERD is responsible for reducing the carbon footprint of the oil and gas industry
to support economic stability and high environmental social and governance
standards (ESG) through policy and regulatory frameworks (e.g., methane
reductions, oil and gas cap), and overseeing the BC Energy Regulator (BCER).

o CASis responsible for leadership of climate policy across government, including
mitigating and managing the risks and consequences from climate change.

¢ Additionally, MCM’s Strategic and Indigenous Partnerships Division (SIPD) works in a
shared services model to support both MCM and ECS. SIPD is responsible for
corporate

Last updated: 11 Mar 2025 Page 1 of 2

Page 15 of 415 2025 Estimate Notes



Estimates 2025 - ECS
Section A, Tab 3

services and support for initiatives that cut across multiple business lines such as

strategic and corporate planning and reporting, intergovernmental relations,

reporting processes, employee engagement and communications, and strategic
Indigenous Relations, including corporate implementation of the Declaration on the

Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act. SIPD also leads the work on the North Coast

Transmission Line, Land Use Planning, and Northeast Initiatives, including for the

Ministry’s implementation of the Blueberry River First Nation Implementation
Agreement and Treaty 8 Consensus Document.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY:

e As published in Budget 2025: Standing Strong for B.C., 2024/25 updated financial

forecast (third quarterly report):

o ECS's budget for year-to-date to December 31, 2024 for fiscal year (FY)2024/25
was budgeted for $62M and actual expenditures were $130M resulting in a

variance of $68M.

o ECS's budget for the full year for FY2024/25 was budgeted for $110M, forecasted

at $110M resulting in no variance.

ATTACHMENTS:
e Notapplicable

ADMs Responsible

Contact number

Adria Fradley, CAS

778 698-4012

Chris Gilmore, EURD

778 698-1670

Nat Gosman, EDD

778 698-7282

Rachel Shaw, ERD

250 507-6047

Viva Wolf, SIPD

236 478-2268

Last updated: 11 Mar 2025
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Estimates 2025 - ECS
Section A, Tab 4

Columbia River Treaty

KEY FACTS:

Negotiations

The British Columbia (B.C.) Columbia River Treaty (CRT) Team works closely and
collaboratively with Global Affairs Canada, and the Ktunaxa, Secwepemc and Syilx
Okanagan Nations, in preparing negotiating scenarios, positions and proposals for
CRT modernization. BC Hydro, Fisheries and Oceans Canada and Environment and
Climate Change Canada also support the negotiating team.

The current chief negotiator for Canada is Stephen Gluck and for B.C. is Kathy
Eichenberger. The current lead negotiator for the United States (U.S.) is Jill Smail who
was appointed in August 2017 by the U.S. State Department.

An Agreement-in-Principle (AIP) was reached in July of 2024, and the development of
an amended Treaty text began thereafter.

In August 2024, the Canadian negotiations team sent an outline of a proposal for
modernized Treaty text which reflected the AIP for discussions with the U.S.; however,
the U.S. did not respond until October 2024 when they transmitted their own proposal
for consideration. Negotiations between the two teams continued into January 2025 in
an effort to ratify amendments during the Biden administration.

Since then, negotiations between Canada and the U.S. have paused as the U.S.
government is evaluating all of its foreign relations files as is usual practice for
incoming administrations.

Since an AIP was reached, the countries are now in the “interim period” which is
1 August 2024 to the first 31 July after a modernized Treaty comes into force.

BC Hydro, as the Canadian Entity, and Bonneville Power Administration and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, jointly the U.S. Entity, have entered into Entity Agreements
made binding under the existing Treaty by Exchange of Diplomatic Notes to allow for
continued operations and to implement components of the AIP including power
benefits for 20 years and payments for flood risk management for 3 years.

There is no timeline for the resumption of negotiations and the finalization of a
modernized Treaty.

Until a new amended Treaty is ratified, the current Treaty continues.

Last updated: 06 MAR 2025 Page 1 of 3
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Section A, Tab 4

First Nations

B.C. and Canada are committed to seeking First Nations' free, prior, and informed
consent on the outcome of the modernized Treaty negotiations, consistent with the
respective governments' adoption of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples.

Since early 2018, representatives of the Ktunaxa, Secwepemc and Syilx Okanagan
Nations have worked closely with the governments of Canada and B.C. to develop and
refine negotiating positions and strategies.

As observers, First Nations are present at all negotiating meetings, make presentations
on behalf of Canada, fully participate in caucus meetings with Canada and B.C. during
negotiation sessions and debrief with Canada and B.C. after each negotiation round.

Domestic interests of the First Nations associated with the CRT are the potential for
future long-term revenue sharing, redress for past impacts created by CRT dams, and
new governance arrangements for future CRT decisions.

Currently, each First Nation currently receives five percent of the revenue generated
from the sales of the Canadian Entitlement via an Interim Revenue Sharing Agreement
which will end March 31, 2026.

Treaty Termination

With the implementation of high tariffs on Canadian goods on March 4 of 2025,
followed by Canadian counter tariffs, and public comments on Canada’s water and
natural resources by President Trump, there has been speculation that Canada or the
U.S. may issue a notice of intent to terminate the Treaty.

The CRT allows either country to unilaterally terminate the Treaty with a ten-year
notice - the two countries could mutually agree to terminate the Treaty at any time.

U.S. impacts of terminating the Treaty include: uncertainty for U.S. power producers to
reliably meet customer load; increased flood risk in the lower Columbia; and negative
impacts to U.S. navigation, recreation, agriculture, and fisheries interests.

The U.S. would be required to continue to deliver the Canadian Entitlement for
10 years after the notice is given.

Termination would give B.C. more flexibility to manage Canadian dams for optimal
hydropower generation and to meet domestic other interests. However, once the
Treaty is terminated, B.C. would no longer receive delivery of the Canadian
Entitlement, or payment for Flood Risk Management.

Last updated: 06 MAR 2025 Page 2 of 3
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Section A, Tab 4

Financial Information

e 1In 2019, the Treasury Board approved that as of 2020/21, CRT negotiating and ancillary
costs be recovered from the revenues generated from the sale of the Canadian
Entitlement (CE) that the Province receives.

e The Province has received on average $140 million per year from the U.S. over the past
10 years through the CE, ranging from $89 million (2012/13) to $448 million (2023/24).

e The fluctuations in the cash value of the CE are due to variations in the market price of
power and exchange rates. Factors such as high flow years, or unusually hot or cold
weather and the price of natural gas can create variations in power market prices and the
revenues from selling the power B.C. receives.

e Revenue from the CE is expected to decrease over time as the volume of power also
declines as agreed to in the AIP. This is partially offset by the escalating annual cash
payment for Flood Risk Management (and other benefits if a modernized Treaty based on
the AIP is ratified).

FINANCIAL SUMMARY:

Table: Approved Funding for CRT Negotiations ($millions)

Budaet 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28
9 Actuals Forecast Estimates Plan Plan

Total 4.200 5.673 5.673 2.933 2.933
ATTACHMENTS:
e Notapplicable

ADM(s) Responsible Contact number

Les MacLaren, EURD 778-698-7183
Last updated: 06 MAR 2025 Page 3 of 3
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Columbia Basin Trust & Columbia Power Corporation

KEY FACTS:

Columbia Power Corporation

¢ Columbia Power Corporation (CPC) is a Crown Business Corporations Act company
wholly owned and controlled by the Province of British Columbia, reporting to the
Minister of Energy and Climate Solutions.

e CPCjointly owns four large hydroelectric generating stations and associated
transmission infrastructure (on a 50/50 basis with Columbia Basin Trust) in the
Columbia region.

¢ (CPC has the mandate to continue to ensure the long-term profitability, reliability,
safety and environmental sustainability of the assets.

e The current 2024/25 forecast net income of $60 million has decreased by $0.2 million
from the previous forecast provided in September 2024.

Waneta Expansion Solar Installation

e Inthe coming months work will commence on a solar installation at the site of the
Waneta Expansion Generating Station.

e Power generated by the installation will largely offset the electricity required to
operate Waneta Expansion, therefore freeing up more hydropower to be delivered to
the grid.

e The installation will generate approximately 300,000 kWh/year.

Arrow Lakes Generating Station Turbine Failure

e To avoid similar failures as occurred in the Unit 1 turbine in 2023, repairs to Unit 2
turbine at Arrow Lakes are underway and expected to be completed in March 2025.
The repairs were necessary to mitigate the risk of a far more costly unplanned forced
outage in the future.

e The majority of lost revenue and increased repair expenses will be recovered by third
party business interruption and property insurance.

Brilliant Power Spillway Upgrade Project

¢ Significant capital investment is required at Brilliant Dam and Generating Station for
the Spillway Upgrade Project. This multiyear capital project is required to meet Dam
Safety regulatory requirements, and total project costs are estimated in the range of
$75 to $159 million over 12 to 15 years.

Last updated: 11 Mar 2025 Page 1 of 3
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Brilliant Power Purchase Agreement

e The 60-year power sales agreement with FortisBC at the Brilliant Dam and Generating
Station contains a market reset clause at the conclusion of the first 30 years (2026).

e The price received for power is anticipated to increase as a result of this clause, and
dialogue with FortisBC on interpretation and application of the agreement is ongoing.

Brilliant Expansion Generating Station

e Power from Brilliant Expansion is currently sold under three separate agreements with
terms coming to an end between 2027 and 2029.

e An assessment of sales opportunities is underway to ensure appropriate value for the
power in the future.

Columbia Basin Trust

e Created in 1995 under the Columbia Basin Trust Act, Columbia Basin Trust (CBT) is a
regional Crown corporation that manages its assets for the ongoing economic,
environmental and social benefit of the Columbia Basin region most affected by the
Columbia River Treaty. CBT reports to the Minister of Energy and Climate Solutions.

¢ Under the terms of two agreements, CBT acts as an agent on behalf of CPC in fulfilling
the responsibilities of power project asset management, oversight, and associated
responsibilities.

e CBT will continue to deliver on its mandate to support the social, economic and
environmental well-being of Basin residents, consistent with the Columbia Basin
Management Plan 2024-2034 (CBMP).

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

e Notapplicable

Last updated: 11 Mar 2025 Page 2 of 3
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY:

Columbia Power Corporation

Budget 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28

($000 000) Actuals Forecast Estimates Plan Plan

Expenses 27,134 27,529 27,945 28,167 28,422

Salaries - - : - -

Revenues 85,919 87,495 96,472 97,837 99,334
Columbia Basin Trust

Budget 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28

($000 000) Actuals Forecast Estimates Plan Plan

Revenues 95,687 95,409 104,400 106,873 108,880

Operating 3,848 5,017 5,342 5,469 5,468

Expenses

Salaries 9,853 10,636 11,749 12,219 12,708

Delivery of 53,084 54,000 61,500 63,500 65,000

Benefits

Expenses

Financing 17,407 17,487 17,466 17,466 17,424

Costs

Surplus 11,495 8,269 8,343 8,239 8,280
ATTACHMENTS:

e Not applicable

ADM Responsible Contact number
Les MacLaren, EURD 250-889-3479
Last updated: 11 Mar 2025 Page 3 of 3
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UNDRIP Implementation

KEY FACTS:

e Inalignment with the Interim Approach to Implement the Requirements of the
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act (DRIPA or Declaration Act), the Ministry
of Energy and Climate Solutions (ECS) seeks early feedback from Indigenous partner
organizations on climate and energy policies and initiatives.

¢ Signed in September 2021, the Relationship Protocol creates structures for ECS and
Ministry of Critical Minerals (MCM) to work with the First Nation Leadership Council
(FNLC) and First Nations Energy and Mining Council (FNEMC) as a pathway to support a
better future for Indigenous people on issues of common interest such as energy,
mines, and low carbon innovation.

e In March 2023, the former Ministry of Energy, Mines, and Low Carbon Innovation
(EMLI) provided $2.4M in funding to FNEMC (over three years, until March 31, 2026) to
support the implementation of the Relationship Protocol through an annual workplan.

e ECS has a Reconciliation Plan that supports the Implementation of the Province's
Commitment to advance reconciliation. As part of the Ministries' commitments under
the Declaration Act, ECS has adopted a Reconciliation Learning Plan to help staff better
understand and advance reconciliation mandates in their work. The Reconciliation
Learning Plan for fiscal year (FY)2025-26 includes opportunities for staff to participate
in San'yas Cultural Safety Foundations and the Bystander to Ally Training, a book club,
workshops, and keynote speaker events. The budget for FY2025-26 is $52k.

Cabinet Confidences; Government Financial Information; Intergovernmental Communications

¢ The Climate Action Secretariat (CAS) coordinates the implementation of CleanBC, BC's
plan to lower climate-changing emissions by 40% by 2030, and BC's Climate
Preparedness and Adaptation Strategy (CPAS), in collaboration and cooperation with
Indigenous partners.
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e CAS leads ongoing collaboration with two Indigenous advisory/working groups:

1) The First Nations Leadership Council - BC Technical Working Group on Climate
Change (FNLC-BC TWG), and

2) The Indigenous Climate Adaptation Working Group (ICAWG).

These two groups facilitate dialogue and strategic advice on climate change, support
Indigenous climate action and resilience, and ensure First Nations' perspectives are
included in the CleanBC Roadmap to 2030 and CPAS.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Intergovernmental Communications
L]

e Within ECS, CAS is leading Action 2.12 to collaboratively develop and
implement CleanBC and CPAS to support resilient communities and clean economic
opportunities for Indigenous Peoples that benefit our shared climate and advance
reconciliation.

¢ Within ECS, the Electricity and Utility Regulation Division is leading Action 4.43 of the
Action Plan to co-develop recommendations on strategic policies and initiatives for
clean and sustainable energy. This includes identifying and supporting First Nations-
led clean energy opportunities related to CleanBC, the Comprehensive Review of BC
Hydro, and the BC Utilities Commission Inquiry on the Regulation of Indigenous
Utilities.

e The Province is working with First Nations, BC Hydro and Canada on the North Coast
Transmission Line to help meet the growing demand from customers for clean,

reliable electricity to help reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and support
Government's objectives in CleanBC.

¢ The Province is working with New Relationship Trust to design and deliver the BC
Indigenous Clean Energy Initiative (BCICEI) and the Community Energy Diesel
Reduction (CEDR) Program, administering $140M over several years to support smaller
Indigenous-led power projects. Funding dispersal will begin in 2026.
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 Notapplicable

ATTACHMENTS:

e Notapplicable
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ADM Responsible

Contact number

Viva Wolf, SIPD

236 478-2268
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