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ENV ESTIMATES CONTACT LIST

NAME | ROLE NUMBER

DEPUTY MINISTER’S OFFICE

Responsibilities: All

Kevin Jardine Deputy Minister 250-361-6753

Jennifer Meadows Director, Executive Operations 250-507-0063

Sara Nicoll a/Manager, Executive Operations 778 974-2752

CORPORATE SERVICES FOR THE NATURAL RESOURCES SECTOR

Responsibilities: Budget

Ranbir Parmar Assistant Deputy Minister and Executive Financial Officer 250-213-8119

James Pittman Chief Financial Officer and Executive Director 250 208-6616

GOVERNMENT COMMUNICATION AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

Scott McKenzie Communications Director 250 893-4126

Nigel Mclnnis Communications Manager 250 896-4320

CONSERVATION AND RECREATION DIVISION (Formerly BCPRST)

Responsibilities: Parks Future Strategy, Campsite Expansion and Parks Foundation, Recreation Sites and Trails,
Conservation Officer Service (now COS and Parks and Recreation Program)

Jim Standen Assistant Deputy Minister 250-888-7299

John Hawkings Executive Lead, Parks and Recreation Program & covering ED 604 815-8866

North Regional Operations

Bob Austad ED, Coast Area Regional Operations 250-889-5462

Sydney Martin ED, Stewardship, Planning & Infrastructure 778 679-6202

Rumon Carter ED, Visitor and Operational Support Services 250-896-2329

Jennie Aikman ED, South Area Regional Operations 778-875-8494

Cam Schley Chief Conservation Officer 250-847-0432

Launa Murai Issues Manager 250-208-5933

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION

Responsibilities: Spills, Waste, Regulatory regime, Extended Producer Responsibility, Environmental Management
Act (EMA), Integrated Pest Management Act (IPMA), EMA and IPMA Compliance and Enforcement

Kathryn Forge Assistant Deputy Minister 778-584-4250

Deb Epps ED, Authorizations and Remediation Branch 250-713-2906

Sonya Sundberg 250-213-1843

ED, Environmental Policy and Initiatives Branch

Pader Brach

ED, Environmental Emergencies Branch

250-812-2253

Robyn Roome

ED, Environmental Monitoring and Analysis Branch

250-354-5347

Brady Nelless

ED, Compliance & Environmental Enforcement Branch

778-349-6051

Kara Charlton

Director, Corporate and Strategic Initiatives

250-883-8163

Abbey Askin Manager, Divisional Operations 250-213-5173

STRATEGIC SERVICES AND INDIGENOUS PARTNERSHIPS DIVISION

Responsibilities: Intergovernmental Relations, Corporate Planning, Legislation, Indigenous Partnerships,
Service Transformation, Corporate support for Estimates.

Amy Avila Assistant Deputy Minister 778-679-3522
Lisa Paquin ED, Strategic Policy 778-698-4419
Kelsey Singbeil ED, Service Transformation 250-883-4029

Amy Avila (covering) ED, Indigenous Partnerships & Engagement 778-679-3522

Kira Stevenson Estimates Lead 778-698-4401

Cheryl Tromp Manager, Divisional Operations / Estimates Support 250-978-9822
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT OFFICE

Responsibilities: Environmental Assessment Act, Compliance and Enforcement, Indigenous Relations

Alex McLennan

Associate Deputy Minister

250-415-6297

Chris Trumpy Assistant Deputy Minister 250-415-7754
Julie Chace ED, Strategic Services and Compliance 778-677-6365
Mirella Standbridge ED, Corporate Services 250-514-8413
Sarah Plank ED, Communications & Engagement 250-208-9621

Sabrina Loiacono

Manager, Executive Operations

778-698-9290
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Members of the Legislative Assembly — Feb 2025

B.C. NDP Caucus (47)

MLA Constituency
Eby, David (Hon.) (K.C.) Z:Z?ler and President of the Executive Council, Vancouver-Point

Anderson, Brittny (Hon.)

Minister of State for Local Governments and Rural Communities,
Kootenay Central

Anderson, George

Parliamentary Secretary for Transit, Nanaimo-Lantzville

Arora, Rohini

Deputy Chair of the BC Government Caucus, Burnaby East

Bailey, Brenda (Hon.)

Minister of Finance, Vancouver-South Granville

Beare, Lisa (Hon.)

Minister of Education and Child Care, Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows

Begg, Garry (Hon.)

Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General, Surrey-Guildford

Blatherwick, Jennifer

Parliamentary Secretary for Gender Equity, Coquitlam-Maillardville

Boyle, Christine (Hon.)

Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation, Vancouver-
Little Mountain

Brar, Jagrup (Hon.)

Minister of Mining and Critical Minerals, Surrey-Fleetwood

Chandra Herbert, Spencer
(Hon.)

Minister of Tourism, Arts, Culture and Sport, Vancouver-West End

Chant, Susie

Parliamentary Secretary for Senior’ Services and Long Term Care,
North Vancouver-Seymour

Choi, Paul

Parliamentary Secretary for Asia-Pacific Trade, Burnaby South-
Metrotown

Chouhan, Raj

Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, Burnaby-New Westminster

Chow, George (Hon.)

Minister of Citizens’ Services, Vancouver-Fraserview

Davidson, Laanas
(Tamara) (Hon.)

Minister of Environment and Parks, North Coast-Haida Gwaii

Dhir, Sunita

Parliamentary Secretary for International Credentials, Vancouver-
Langara

Dix, Adrian (Hon.)

Minister of Energy and Climate Solutions and Minister Responsible
for Francophone Affairs, Vancouver-Renfrew

Elmore, Mable

Vancouver-Kensington

Farnworth, Mike (Hon.)

Minster of Transportation and Transit and House Leader, Port
Coquitlam

Gibson, Diana (Hon.)

Minister of Jobs, Economic Development and Innovation, Oak Bay-
Gordon Head

Glumac, Rick (Hon.)

Minister of State for Trade, Port Moody-Burquitlam

Greene, Kelly (Hon.)

Minister of Emergency Management and Climate Readiness,
Richmond — Steveston

Higginson, Stephanie

Chair of the Government Caucus, Ladysmith-Oceanside

Kahlon, Ravi (Hon.)

Minister of Housing and Municipal Affairs, Delta North

Kang, Anne (Hon.)

Minister of Post-Secondary Education and Future Skills, Burnaby
Centre

Krieger, Nina

Parliamentary Secretary for Arts and Film, Victoria-Swan Lake
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Lajeunesse, Dana

Parliamentary Secretary for Accessibility, Juan de Fuca-Malahat

Lore, Grace (Hon.)

Minister without portfolio, Victoria-Beacon Hill

Ma, Bowinn (Hon.)

Minister of Infrastructure, North Vancouver-Lonsdale

Malcolmson, Shelia (Hon.)

Minister of Social Development and Poverty Reduction, Nanaimo-
Gabriola Island

Morissette, Steve

Parliamentary Secretary for Rural Development, Kootenay-
Monashee

Neill, Randene (Hon.)

Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship, Powell River-
Sunshine Coast

Osborne, Josie (Hon.)

Minister of Health, Mid-Island-Pacific Rim

Parmar, Ravi (Hon.)

Minister of Forests and Deputy Government House Leader,
Langford-Highlands

Phillip, Amshen (Joan)

Parliamentary Secretary for Community Development and non-
Profits, Vancouver-Strathcona

Popham, Lana (Hon.)

Minister of Agriculture and Food, Saanich South

Rotchford, Darlene

Parliamentary Secretary for Labour and Military Liaison, Esquimalt-
Colwood

Routledge, Janet

Government Whip, Burnaby North

Sandhu, Harwinder

Parliamentary Secretary for Agriculture, Vernon-Lumby

Shah, Amna

Parliamentary Secretary for Mental Health and Addictions, Surrey
City Centre

Sharma, Niki (Hon.) (K.C.)

Attorney General and Deputy Premier, Vancouver-Hastings

Sunner, Jessie

Parliamentary Secretary for Anti-Racism Initiatives, Surrey-Newton

Toporowski,
Qwulti'stunaat (Debra)

Parliamentary Secretary for Rural Health, Cowichan Valley

Whiteside, Jennifer (Hon.)

Minister of Labour, New Westminster-Coquitlam

Wickens, Jodie (Hon)

Minister of Children and Family Development, Coquitlam-Burke
Mountain

Yung, Terry (Hon.)

Minister of State for Community Safety and Integrated Services,
Vancouver-Yaletown

Conservative Party of B.C. (44)

MLA

Constituency

Rustad, John

Leader of the Conservative Party of B.C., Nechako Lakes

Banman, Bruce

Whip, Abbotsford South

Bhangu, Harman

Critic for Transportation, Langley-Abbotsford

Bird, Rosalyn

Critic for Citizens’ Services, Prince George-Valemount

Block, Lynne

Critic for Education, West Vancouver-Capilano

Boultbee, Amelia

Critic for Children and Family Development, Penticton-Summerland

Chan, Hon (PE#4E)

Critic for Climate Solutions and Climate Readiness, Richmond Centre

Chapman, Brent

Critic for Transit and ICBC, Surrey South

Clare, Sheldon

Deputy Whip, Prince George-North Cariboo
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Davis, Pete

Critic for Mining, Critical Minerals and Columbia Treaty, Koootenay-
Rockies

Day, Brennan

Critic for Rural Health and Seniors’ Health, Courtenay-Comox

Dew, Gavin

Critic for Jobs, Economic Development and Innovation, Kelowna-
Mission

Dhaliwal, Mandeep

Critic for Paternal Rights and Sports, Surrey North

Doerkson, Lorne

Assistant Deputy Speaker, Cariboo-Chilcotin

Gasper, Reann

Critic for Child Care, Children and Youth with Support Needs,
Abbotsford-Mission

Giddens, Kiel

Critic for Labour, Prince George-Mackenzie

Halford, Trevor

Critic for Environment and Parks, Surrey-White Rock

Hartwell, Sharon

Critic for Rural Communities and Rural Development, Bulkley Valley-
Stikine

Hepner, Linda

Critic for Housing, Surrey-Serpentine

Kindy, Anna

Critic for Health, North Island

Kooner, Steve

Critic for Attorney General, Richmond-Queensborough

Loewen, Kristina

Critic for Rural Housing and Building Code, Kelowna Centre

Luck, Tony

Critic for Municipal Affairs and Local Government, Fraser-Nicola

Maahs, Heather

Critic for Children and Family Development — Indigenous Self-
government in Child and Family Services, Chilliwack North

McCall, Macklin

Critic for Emergency Management, West Kelowna-Peachland

Meclnnis, Scott

Critic for Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation, Columbia River-
Revelstoke

Milobar, Peter

Critic for Finance, Kamloops Centre

Mok, Lawrence

Critic for Skills Training and International Credentials, Maple Ridge
East

Neufeld, Korky

Critic for Post-Secondary Education, Abbotsford West

Neufeld, Larry

Critic for Natural Gas and LNG, Peace River South

Paton, lan

Critic for Agriculture, Fisheries and Agricultural Land Commission,
Delta South

Rattée, Claire

Critic for Mental Health and Addictions, Skeena

Stamer, Ward

Critic for Forests, Kamloops-North Thompson

Sturko, Elenore

Critic for Solicitor General and Public Safety, Surrey-Cloverdale

Tepper, Bryan

Critic for Community Safety and Integrated Services, Surrey-
Panorama

Toor, Jody

Caucus Chair, Langley-Willowbrook

Van Popta, Misty

Critic for Infrastructure and Construction, Langley-Walnut Grove

Warbus, A'a:liya (A'aliya)

House Leader, Chilliwack-Cultus Lake

Wat, Teresa

Critic for Tourism, Arts, Culture, Anti-Racism and Trade, Richmond-
Bridgeport

Williams, David

Critic for BC Hydro and Electricity Self-Sufficiency, Salmon Arm-
Shuswap

Wilson, Donegal

Critic for Water, Land, Resource Stewardship and Wildlife
Management, Boundary-Similkameen
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B.C. Green Caucus (2)

MLA Constituency
Valeriote, Jeremy Interim Leader of the BC Green Caucus, West Vancouver-Sea to
Sky

Botterell, Rob

Saanich North & The Islands

Independent (3)

MLA

Constituency

Armstrong, Tara

Kelowna-Lake Country-Coldstream

Brodie, Dallas

Vancouver-Quilchena

Kealy, Jordan

Peace River-North
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

January 16, 2025

Honourable Tamara Davidson
Minister of Environment and Parks
Parliament Buildings

Victoria, BC VBV 1X4

Dear Minister Davidson:

Congratulations on your appointment as Minister of Environment and Parks at a critical
time for our province. Serving as a member of the executive council is a privilege and
responsibility which I am confident you will fulfill with integrity and a commitment to the
people of our province.

British Columbians have trusted us with a mandate to deliver for them in ways that make
a tangible difference in their daily lives. They expect us to listen and learn from people of
different perspectives - and work together to make things better for everyone.

Specifically, we will tackle the challenges people worry about at the kitchen table:

¢« Grow the economy by creating good jobs across British Columbia. We will
collaborate with businesses, workers, and communities to attract investments in
both new and traditional sectors as well as emerging sectors of the economy. This
approach will bring certainty for business, security for workers, and generate the
wealth needed to support the essential services British Columbians rely on.

¢ Reduce costs for families including by helping people access homes they can
afford through support for first-time homebuyers, increasing the supply of rental
housing stock, and stronger measures to crack down on housing speculation.

2
Office of the Web Site: Mailing Address: Location:
Premier www.gov.bc.ca PO Box 9041 Stn Prov Govt Parliament Buildings
Victoria BC VBW 9E1 Victoria
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+ Strengthen health care by expanding access to family doctors and recruiting and
training more health professionals, ensuring that every British Columbian can
access the care they need, no matter where they live. We will also increase access
to addictions treatment and provide help for people whose struggles require
intensive supports.

e Make our neighbourhoods and communities safer by working with law
enforcement and social agencies to address street disorder, crack down on
organized crime, and do all we can to ensure repeat offenders stay behind bars.

Our commitment to take action on climate change remains foundational and will be key to
a healthy and prosperous BC for future generations.

Underlying all this work is our partnership with Indigenous peoples. Advancing
reconciliation, implementing the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act and
working in partnership with First Nations rights-holders to advance shared interests is the
responsibility of every Minister.

Over this mandate I expect you to prioritize making progress on the following:

e Inorder to protect key services that British Columbians rely on, work with the
Minister of Finance to review all existing Ministry of Environment and Parks
programs and initiatives to ensure programs remain relevant, are efficient, grow
the economy, and help keep costs low for British Columbians. This is important in
the context of current Provincial budget constraints.

e Find ways to increase access for families to British Columbia’s parks in a cost-
efficient manner.

e Work across ministries and with Indigenous leadership and business leaders to
support work to recognize Indigenous rights and title, protect our precious
environment for future generations, and support predictable and sustainable
economic growth in our province to benefit all British Columbians.

¢ Direct the Environmental Assessment Office to work with key permitting ministries
to develop specific measures that will expedite authorizations and permitting for
major projects. Bring proposed measures forward for Cabinet review within six
months.

e Support BC's energy transition and climate targets by directing the Environmental
Assessment Office to proceed with the exemption of wind power from Environmental
Assessment Act provisions. Further, exempt other relevant classes of projects from
environmental assessment where the assessment is duplicative, delays projects
with environmental advantages, or offers only limited value while impeding
projects that will benefit the province as a whole.

/3
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13

As you are aware, we have established an accord with the BC Green Caucus that supports
our shared commitment to ensuring stable governance focused on delivering progress
and tangible outcomes for British Columbians. The commitments in that accord
complement the direction in these mandate letters.

As a Cabinet, we will uphold the highest standards of ethics, collaboration, and good
conduct in service of the public, and as a Minister of the Crown, you are expected to
review, understand, and act according to the Members’ Conflict of Interest Act. You will
establish a collaborative working relationship with your Deputy Minister and the public
servants under their direction, who provide the professional, non-partisan advice that is
fundamental to delivering on our government's priorities. Your Minister's Office must
meet the highest standards for integrity and provide a respectful, rewarding environment
for all staff.

The work we have ahead takes place in a profoundly challenging geopolitical environment.
Close friends and neighbours to our south are contemplating imposing draconian tariffs
on our products that would hurt both Americans and Canadians. Our allies internationally
face governmental instability. Hate and racism are on the rise around the world. Artificial
intelligence breakthroughs with unclear implications and astonishing potential are
announced daily. Global inflation, snarled supply chains, and war are threatening global
economic growth and prosperity as well as the transition to a low-carbon economy.

We have an obligation to protect and defend British Columbians, as well as seize
opportunities, in these uncertain times.

The good news is that we have everything we need to succeed, and we will succeed.
British Columbia'’s people - our workers, entrepreneurs, business leaders, artists, and
innovators - are among the most talented in the world. We are home to world-class
educational institutions and public services. Our natural beauty is unmatched, we have
internationally envied resources, and we are one of the most diverse places on the planet.
Your job is to help us leverage these advantages in perilous times.

Use this mandate letter to guide your work, and do not be afraid to challenge assumptions,
or be innovative, bold and aggressive in achieving the goals set out for you and your
Ministry by the people of this province.

Thank you for joining me in the work ahead.

Sincerely,

David Eby, KC

Premier
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Ministry of Environment and Parks
2025/26 Budget Binder
Prepared: March 2025
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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND PARKS (ENV)

Title

Deputy Minister

EFO / ADM,
Corporate
Services

Associate Deputy
Minister EAO

ADM,
Environmental
Protection
Division

ADM,
Conservation and
Recreation

Executive Lead,
Recreation
Strategy and
Service
Transformation

Lead, Strategic
Services
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Private Office
phone

Contact

Kevin Jardine 250-387-5429

Ranbir Parmar 778-698-3756

Alex MacLennan

Kathryn Forge 778-584-4250

Jim Standen 250-387-1288

John Hawkings 250-468-3918

Amy Avila 778-698-7296

Cell phone

250-361-6753

250-213-8119

250-507-6361

250-952-3334

250 888-7299

604-815-8866

778-679-3522
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Key Responsibilities/
Issues?

All

Budget

Environmental
Assessment projects,
process, fees, review

Compliance and
enforcement,
contaminated sites and
land remediation,
environmental
emergency program,
extended producer
responsibility, integrated
pest management
Environmental
enforcement,
Conservation Officer
Service, BC Parks, Rec
Sites & Trails

QOutdoor recreation and
guide recreation
management service
delivery

Indigenous partnerships,
intergovernmental
relations, business
transformation,
regulatory effectiveness,
and sector integration,
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| strategic policy and
legislation.
Director, ' Scott McKenzie | 778-698-7596 | 250-893-4126 | All
Communications
(GCPE)
Chief Financial James Pittman 778-698-5787 | 250-208-6616 | Budget
Officer
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Ministry of
& Environment and
BRITI SH Climate Change
COLUMBIA | Strategy

Budget 2025

March 2025
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& | Ministry of
Environment and
cglﬂ_}gfé? A Climate Change Strategy

Ministry Budget 2024/25 — 2027/28

2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28

Restated Change Estimates Plan Plan
Ministry Operations
Environmental Protection 31,989 491 32,480 32,480 32,480
Conservation & Recreation 100,741 439 101,180 101,215 101,215
Executive & Support Services 28,529 221 28,750 28,750 28,750
Sub-Total 161,259 = 1,151 162,410 162,445 162,445
Environmental Assessment Office 17,074 269 17,343 17,343 17,343
Sub-Total 17,074~ 269 17,343 17,343 17,343 xﬁ
Park Enhancement Fund SA 12,989 44 13,033 13,033 13,033 \x
Sustainable Environment Fund 26,135 2,555 28,690 28,690 28,690 \\
TOTAL Ministry 217,457 4,019 221,476 221,511 221,511

Table of Contents

Budget Briefing TOC
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& | Ministry of
Environment and
cglﬂ_}gfé? A Climate Change Strategy

Budget 2025 Highlights

» Budget 2025 is increased by $4.019M over the restated
2024/25 budget. Changes include:

» Increase of $2.555M for the Sustainable Environment Fund to
match expenses to expected forecast

» Increase of $1.436M to salary and benefits for the Shared
Recovery Mandate

» Increase of $0.373M for Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure to 1
enhance existing asset maintenance and replacement program

» Increase of $0.174 for salaries and benefits for the Minister
Office

» Decrease of (50.519M) for Conservation Officer staffing

Table of Contents Budget Briefing TOC
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Ministry of
Environment and
Climate Change Strategy

Changes from 2024/25 Restated

Budget 2025 Changes by Core Business

Budget 2025 Decisions Budget 2023 & 2024 Decisions
Sustainable Share
2024/25  2025/26 Environment Recovery Minister | Conservation  OutdoorRec
Restated Estimates Change Fund Benefit Office | Officer Staffing Infrastructure
Ministry Operations
Environmental Protection 31,989 32,480 491 462
Conservation & Recreation 100,741 101,180 439 554 (489) 373
Executive & Support Services 28,529 28,750 221 107 174 (30)
Sub-Total 161,259 162,410 1,151 - 1,123 174 (519) 373
Environmental Assessment Office 17,074 17,343 269 269
Sub-Total 17,074 17,343 269 - 269 - -
Park Enhancement Fund SA 12,989 13,033 44 44
Sustainable Environment Fund 26,135 28,690 2,555 2,555
TOTAL Ministry 217,457 221,476 4,019 2,555 1,436 174 (519)
Table of Contents Budget Briefing TOC
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& | Ministry of
Environment and
c%‘ﬂ}"gf,;? 4 | Climate Change Strategy

Fiscal Plan Comparison

2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28

Fiscal Plan Comparison ($000) Restated Estimates Plan Plan

Budget 2023 - Baseline 244251 217,311 217,346 217,346
ReOrg ENV to ECS - 27,516

Vehicle Transfer from ENV to WLRS - 96

LBIS trasfer from FOR to ENV 818

Sustainabile Environment Fund Adjustment 2,555 2,555 2,555
Ministers Office 174 174 174
Shared Recovery Mandate 1,436 1,436 1,436
Budgnt 2024 Total Bud!d: 217,457 221,476 221,511 221,511

Table of Contents Budget Briefing TOC
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& | Ministry of
Environment and
c%‘ﬂ}"gf,;? 4 | Climate Change Strategy

Minister’s Office

2024/25 2025/26
Minister's Office Budget  Restated Estimates Change
Ministry Operations -

Salary and Benefits 512 656 144.00
Legislative Salaries 60 60 -
Travel 60 90 30.00
Information Systems 8 8 -
Office Expenses 18 18 -
Total Budget 658 832 174
Table of Contents Budget Briefing TOC
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& | Ministry of
Environment and
BRITISH :
cotumpla | Climate Change Strategy

Capital Budget

3 year Capital Budget ($000) 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28
Estimates Estimates Plan Plan

Ministry Operations

Centralized Assets

Land Acquisition 6,950 2,000 2,000 2,000

Land Improvements 30,565 26,614 26,614 26,614

Vehicles 4,384 1,840 1,840 1,840

Office Equipment 10 10 10 10

Specialized Equipment 2,777 2,092 2,092 2,092

Centralized Assets Total 44 686 32,556 32,556 32,556
Ministry Operations Total 44,686 32,556 32,556 32,556
Park Enhancement Fund

Land Improvements 300 300 300 300

Specialized Equipment 100 100 100 100
Park Enhancement Fund Total 400 400 400 400
Ministry Total 45,086 32,956 32,956 32,956
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25
Ministry of Environment & Parks
Budget 2025 Highlights

» The Ministry budget of $221.476M in 2025/26 is made up of the Ministry Operations vote, the
Environmental Assessment Office vote, and two special accounts.

Ministry Operations

» Budget 2025 includes a $1.151M increase over the restated 2024/25 Estimates budget:

o $0.373M increase for Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure to enhance existing asset
maintenance and replacement programs (Budget 2023 decision)

o $1.297M increase to salary and benefits for the Shared Recovery Mandate

o $0.519M decrease for conservation officers due to a reduction in one-time costs in 2024/25
related to the 10 additional officers funded through Budget 2024 such as training and other
onboarding costs.

» The Ministry Operations budget (Vote 24) in 2025/26 is $162.410; $1.151M or 0.71% higher than
the restated 2024/25 budget.

Environmental Assessment Office

» The budget for the Environment Assessment Office (Vote 25) in 2025/26 is $17.343M - this
represents an increase of $0.269M over the restated 2024/25 budget.

o $0.269M increase to salary and benefits for the Shared Recovery Mandate (incl. Budget
2023 and 2024 decisions)

Special Accounts

» The budget for the Park Enhancement Fund is $13.033M
o $0.044M to salary and benefits for the Shared Recovery Mandate (incl. Budget 2023 and
2024 decisions)

» The budget for the Sustainable Environment Fund is $28.690M
o $2.555M increase to match expenses to expected forecast

Capital

» The capital budget is $32.956M in 2025/26.
o ($9.586M) for land improvements and specialized equipment for Outdoor Recreation
Infrastructure.
o ($2.544M) for Vehicles and specialized equipment for Conservation Officers
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Ministry of Environment and Parks

2025/26 - 2027/28
Service Plan

March 2025

BRITISH
COLUMBIA
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For more information on the Ministry of Environment and Parks contact:

PO BOX 9335
STN PROV GOVT
VICTORIA, B.C.
V8W 9M1

1-800-663-7867

Or visit our website at

https://www.gov.bc.ca/ENV

Published by the Ministry of Environment and Parks
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Minister's Accountability Statement
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The Ministry of Environment and Parks 2025/26 - 2027/28 Service
Plan was prepared under my direction in accordance with the Budget
Transparency and Accountability Act. 1 am accountable for the basis on
which the plan has been prepared.

Honourable Tamara Davidson
Minister of Environment and Parks
March 4, 2025

Table of Contents Budget Briefing TOC




29

Table of Contents

Minister's Accountability STAtEMENT ......co.veiiiiiiiiicee e 3
Y=L =To ol BT =Tat 4 (o ] o FO ST SUPPPUPN 5
PUIPOSE OF TNE IMINISTIY . ..viiiiiiiiie ettt e be e s e e s e e aeeae e ab e et eebaessannes 5
Performance PIanNiNg ...t et 6

FINANCIAl SUMIMIAIY 1ottt be e sts e beesbeesbeesbeesbaesbeesbeesssessseessesssnsesssessneesseenss | 2
Appendix A: Minister Mandate Letter.......ccvveviiieiieri et 13

Page 29 of 238 2025 Estimate Notes Table of Contents Budget Briefing TOC




30

Strategic Direction

In 2025/26, the Government of British Columbia will continue to prioritize delivering the
services and infrastructure needed for people to build good lives in strong communities.

To support this objective, Government will focus on growing the economy, responding to the
threat of tariffs, creating good paying jobs, improving affordability, strengthening health care
and education, and making communities safer.

Government will also continue deepening relationships with Indigenous Peoples while
advancing implementation of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act Action
Plan.

This 2025/26 service plan outlines how the Ministry of Environment and Parks will support the
government's priorities and selected action items identified in the Minister’s January 2025
Mandate Letter.

Purpose of the Ministry

Under the Ministry of Environment Act, the Ministry of Environment and Parks has
responsibilities for the protection, management, and conservation of British Columbia’s water,
land, air, and living resources. Other ministries in the natural resource sector also have
responsibilities in these areas in accordance with their own legislation and mandates.

The ministry delivers its mandate through several other key pieces of legislation including the
Environmental Management Act, the Integrated Pest Management Act, the Park Act, the
Protected Areas of British Columbia Act, and the Environmental Assessment Act. A full list of
provincial legislation can be found at BC Laws.

The ministry administers the province’s parks and protected areas, and recreation sites and
trails; monitors and enforces compliance with environmental laws and regulations; manages
discharge to the environment from human activities; and protects B.C.’s biodiversity,
ecosystems, native species, and natural habitats in parks and protected areas. It acquires,
manages, and analyzes environmental and climate data to provide a robust platform for
decision-making across the province. It administers the provincial environmental assessment
process through the Environmental Assessment Office.

The ministry delivers services directly through staff, based in regional offices across the
province, as well as through partnerships and agreements with First Nations, local
governments, the federal government, and stakeholder groups.
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Performance Planning

Goal 1: Effective protection of the environment

The ministry is responsible for the effective protection of British Columbia’s water, land, and
air. The ministry works with First Nations partners to advance this goal. The ministry also seeks
opportunities to continually improve the systems that govern natural resource decision-
making.

Objective 1.1: Strong environmental regulation, compliance, and
enforcement

The ministry strives to protect the environment by managing risks to British Columbia’s water,
land, and air. It does this by setting robust regulatory requirements, verifying compliance,
taking enforcement action where required, and evaluating environmental quality through air
and water monitoring and assessment. It also promotes shared environmental stewardship
and collaborative partnerships with First Nations.

Key Strategies

e Continue to pursue phase 1B of the B.C. government's new public interest bonding
policy by developing a new regulatory framework that ensures owners of large
industrial projects have the necessary financial resources in place so that they - not
British Columbians - pay the full cost of environmental clean-up if their projects are
abandoned.

e Work across the ministry and the Natural Resource Sector, and with First Nations
and stakeholders, to implement service transformation initiatives to streamline
permit application, submission and reporting, while upholding environmental
protection. Continue to engage with First Nations to incorporate Indigenous
knowledge and perspectives into service and digital transformation initiatives.

e Work with industry, First Nations, the Environmental Assessment Office (EAO), and
the Ministry of Mining and Critical Minerals to reduce timelines for mining approval
permits across B.C. This will ensure that B.C. mining permit approval timelines are
competitive with international jurisdictions with responsible mining standards and
are dramatically reduced from current permit wait times for mining-related project
proposals, while maintaining B.C.'s world-leading environmental standards.

e Continue collaboration across the Natural Resource Sector and with First Nations to
enhance compliance and enforcement activities through open, transparent, and
risk-based decision-making. By ensuring timely enforcement actions, the ministry
protects the environment and supports a predictable regulatory framework that
maintains a level playing field for all businesses operating within the sector.

e Continue collaborating with First Nations in implementing environmental quality
objectives, monitoring compliance at regulated sites, reviewing applications for
authorizations, and monitoring environmental quality.
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Objective 1.2: Advance circular economy and clean communities

In a circular economy resources are never disposed, but instead are reused, recycled and
reintroduced as new products. Circular approaches help eliminate waste for a cleaner,
healthier future. The ministry advances a circular, clean economy through strong
environmental leadership, innovative and future-focused policy and regulatory frameworks,
targeted funding programs, and robust environmental monitoring, reporting, and
enforcement.

Key Strategies

e Reduce municipal solid waste and build a circular economy through regional solid
waste management plans, partnership with the Indigenous Zero Waste Technical
Advisory Group (IZWTAG), promotion of organics recycling, food and plastic waste
prevention initiatives, and continuous improvement and expansion of extended
producer responsibility programs.

e Continue to implement the Single-Use Plastic and Waste Prevention Regulation to
reduce and prohibit the use of plastic and single-use items while encouraging the
use of durable, reusable alternatives. The regulation includes restrictions on single-
use plastic shopping bags, oxo-degradable plastic packaging, food service ware,
and food service accessories (such as lids and utensils).

e Continue to support B.C. businesses, organizations, and First Nations to reduce
plastic waste through the Plastics Action Fund. Approximately $8 million in
remaining funding will be awarded in 2025 to successful B.C.-based projects that
provide innovative solutions to recycle and reuse plastic.

e Continue the multi-phased implementation of recycling new products under the
Extended Producer Responsibility Five-Year Action Plan. The next phase includes
adding products such as mattresses, single-use compressed cannisters, refillable
propane and spray foam tanks, fire extinguishers, automotive containers, batteries,
and medical sharps.

e Continue to support First Nations and local governments to increase organics
processing infrastructure, expand organics collection, and reduce food waste. This
will increase the diversion of organic materials from landfills and help First Nations
and local governments achieve their waste reduction goals and decrease
greenhouse gas emissions.

Performance Measure

2021/22 2024/25 2025/26 | 2026/27 | 2027/28
Performance Measure .
Baseline | Forecast Target Target Target
1.1 Per capita municipal solid
waste disposal (kg per 506 480 470 460 450
person)’

Data source: Ministry of Environment and Parks, manually compiled.
' Kg per person data is based on the calendar year. The 2025/26 target is based on calendar year 2025, 2027/28 target is

based on calendar year 2027, etc.
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Goal 2: Sound management of protected areas system,
recreation site and trail networks

The ministry is responsible for the effective management and conservation of British
Columbia’s recreation sites, trails, and parks. B.C.'s protected areas system consists of over
14 million hectares, or 14 percent of the provincial land base. Many of these areas are
important for the conservation of the province's environment and biodiversity. The ministry
also promotes shared environmental stewardship and collaborative partnerships with First
Nations.

Objective 2.1: Provide high-quality responsible recreation experiences
through sound management of the protected areas system, recreation sites
and trail networks.

BC Parks and Recreation Sites and Trails BC are among the principal providers of outdoor
recreation opportunities for British Columbians. They protect and manage a wide variety of
outstanding parks and recreation areas, ensuring these natural spaces and diverse
environments are preserved for future generations.

Key Strategies

e Continue to create new camping opportunities, recreation sites, trails, and
protected areas. Improve infrastructure and ensure provincial parks and recreation
sites remain accessible and affordable for British Columbians.

e Continue efforts to upgrade high-priority infrastructure to a universal design
standard, with a focus on toilet and parking facilities, as well as trails to park
features in high use parks and parks near urban centres.

e Support safe co-existence between people and bears in protected areas. Guided by
a strategy, efforts will focus on facility upgrades, bear safety education, and
attractant management.

Objective 2.2: Protect and steward the natural environment and advance
reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples

The B.C. protected areas system includes representative and special natural places that are set
aside for world-class conservation, outdoor recreation, education, and scientific study. The
Parks and Recreation Program partners with First Nations communities, local governments,
community groups, non-profit organizations, academics and many other partners on
hundreds of projects that nurture our common interests in stewardship, management and
appreciation of these special places.

Key Strategies

e Manage parks and protected areas for ecological health, biodiversity, and
landscape connectivity.
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e Emphasize the expression of Indigenous Peoples’ history and culture as a
component of BC Parks’ broader effort on the path of reconciliation.

¢ Support the Ministry of Water, Land, and Resource Stewardship to implement the
Framework Agreement to meet government's commitment to protect at least 30
percent of terrestrial areas in B.C. by 2030.

e Support Indigenous guardian programs through the Conservation Officer Service
guardian training, guardian participation in the annual Park Ranger Training
Program, and the continuation of the Indigenous Guardian Shared Compliance and
Enforcement (C&E) pilot with BC Parks and the Kitasoo/Xai'xais and Nuxalk Nations.

Performance Measure

Goal 2 is new this year after the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy became
the Ministry of Environment and Parks. A new performance measure for this goal is still under
development and will be reflected in next year’s Service Plan (2026/27).

Goal 3: Protect the environment and support a sound
economy and the well-being of B.C. communities and First
Nations through environmental assessments

The Environmental Assessment Office (the EAO) comprehensively reviews major development
proposals to promote economic, environmental, and social well-being objectives, as outlined
in the Environmental Assessment Act (the Act). These reviews include engaging with the public
and seeking consensus with First Nations. The assessments inform decision-making on
whether proposed projects should be approved to proceed, and if so, what measures are
necessary to reduce or eliminate potential adverse effects. Once a project is approved, the EAO
also ensures that the project maintains compliance with conditions and the required
mitigation measures are in place.

Objective 3.1: Deliver predictable, timely, and effective environmental
assessments according to the Act

Predictability and timeliness help government attract responsible resource projects and
investments to British Columbia. The environmental assessment (EA) process requires
extensive analysis of the environmental, health, cultural, social and economic effects of a
project to inform sound decisions. Effective EAs are the result of working in partnership with
First Nations and various parties to identify which projects have unacceptable risks or impacts,
which projects with benefits should move forward, and what conditions and requirements
should be applied to project approvals to protect the environment and communities.

Key Strategies

e Support proponent readiness and reduce the likelihood of issues arising late in the
process by providing guidance materials that provide clear and comprehensive
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instructions on how to submit complete project proposals and necessary
documents at each phase of environmental assessment.

Use digital tools to efficiently manage assessment processes to meet legislated
timelines and facilitate meaningful public participation.

Work closely with permitting agencies to improve coordination and reduce overlap.
Develop specific measures for Cabinet review to expedite authorizations and
permitting for major projects.

Prioritize within the legislative review the identification of novel approaches to EA
and opportunities to exempt certain classes of projects from EAs, where
appropriate, to ensure projects can be built quickly, responsibly and efficiently.

Strengthen partnerships and develop collaboration agreements with First Nations
to set clear roles, responsibilities and processes in assessments.

Objective 3.2: Ensure approved projects are built and maintained in
compliance with their certificate

Maintaining a robust compliance and enforcement program, in coordination with relevant
agencies and First Nation partners, ensures compliance with conditions and mitigation
measures required of projects with potential for significant negative impacts, and monitors
that positive outcomes are fostered for British Columbians.

Key Strategies

Build compliance oversight partnerships with First Nations.

Utilize a variety of enforcement tools such as fines, enforcement orders and
compliance agreements to ensure project compliance.

Design a strategy to work closely with other compliance and enforcement agencies
to improve coordination and effective oversight.

Performance Measure

Performance Measure

2023/24
Baseline

2024/25
Forecast

2025/26
Target

2026/27
Target

2027/28
Target

3.1 Legislative Timeline
Compliance Rate'?-
Percentage of legislated
timelines met within the
environmental assessment
processes, excluding
proponent requested
delays.!?

91%

90%

90%

90%

90%

Data source: EPIC.track

"In accordance with the Interpretation Act, if a legislated timeline falls on a weekend or statutory holiday, it is deemed to be

met if completed on the next business day.
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2 The Minister's decision is excluded from this KPI, as it falls outside the scope of action of the EAQ.
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