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INTRODUCTION
e Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
e Good afternoon.

e | am grateful to be here on the territory of the
Lekwungen [Luh-KWUNG-in] peoples — the
Songhees and Esquimalt Nations.

e The Ialk“’anan [Luh-KWUNG-in] People have lived,
hunted, gathered food and medicine on these lands
since time immemorial.

[PAUSE]

e ...and this land is inseparable from the lives, laws,
languages, art, and culture of those who have lived
here since time immemorial.
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[PAUSE]

e It is my pleasure and honour to speak today on the
estimates for the Ministry of Indigenous Relations
and Reconciliation and the Declaration Act
Secretariat as part of Budget 2025...

e Joining me for Estimates from the Ministry of
Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation are:

e Deputy Minister Tom McCarthy.

e Ranbir Parmar, Assistant Deputy Minister and
Executive Financial Officer.

e Carolyn Kamper, Assistant Deputy Minister of the
Negotiations and Regional Operations Division...
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e This division is responsible for negotiating and
implementing major reconciliation agreements with
First Nations in B.C.

e Agreements including...
o Treaty;
o incremental treaty agreements;
o comprehensive reconciliation agreements;

o consultation and revenue sharing agreements;
and others.

e These agreements are negotiated in collaboration
with First Nations, provincial agencies, and the
federal government...

e ...and focus both on natural resource matters and
social sector areas.
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[PAUSE]

e Ann Marie Sam, Assistant Deputy Minister of the
Reconciliation, Transformation and Strategies
Division, has also joined us.

e This part of the Ministry provides a leadership role
for the development and implementation of
strategic cross-government reconciliation initiatives,
such as...

o The Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples Act implementation — including the
Declaration Act Action Plan and Declaration Act
Annual Report.

o The Commitment Document with the First
Nations Leadership Council; and

o The Draft 10 Principles.
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e The division consists of three work units
o Indigenous economic development;

o Intergovernmental relations and stakeholder
engagement; and the

o Reconciliation strategies branch.
[PAUSE]

e Julia Iwama, Assistant Deputy Minister of the
Strategic Initiatives and Partnerships Division, is also

here today.

e This division of the Ministry is responsible for
overseeing key reconciliation activities, such as...

e Improving social and economic outcomes for
Indigenous peoples — whether in their communities
or in urban and off-reserve areas;
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e Implementing treaties by ensuring government
obligations are met, while maintaining positive
government-to-government relationships;

e Providing innovative fiscal solutions and services;
and

e Ensuring Indigenous interests and needs are
supported during provincial emergencies.

e This division also leads the Province’s approach to
supporting residential school survivors and lead
communities, in partnership with the federal
government.

[PAUSE]

e Richard Purnell, Executive Lead for the New Fiscal
Framework, has also joined us.
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e The aim of the new fiscal framework is to co-
develop a new approach to the fiscal relationship
between the Crown and First Nations in B.C...

e ...to help support Indigenous governments access
sources of revenue to deliver services and build
healthy, secure, and prosperous communities —
building a better province for everyone.

[PAUSE]
e Joining me from the Declaration Act Secretariat is...

e Si Sityaawks [See-Sit-Yowks] Jessica Wood, Deputy
Minister...

e ...and ¢a?aa [Sah-ahh] Priscilla Sabbas-Watts, the
Assistant Deputy Minister of Legislative
Transformation and Engagement.
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e Established in 2022, the Declaration Act Secretariat
is a central agency within government that guides
and assists ministries in meeting the alignment of
laws obligations...

e Collaborates within government on changes to
government’s legislative and policy process...

e And helps establish government’s legislative
priorities related to the important work of aligning
provincial laws with the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in consultation
and cooperation with Indigenous Peoples.

[PAUSE]

e Additionally, I'd like to introduce Tracey Herbert,
CEO, First Peoples’ Cultural Council.
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e FPCC is a First Nations-led Crown Corporation
established in 1990 by the Province, at the request
of First Nations leaders.

e The Council supports First Nations’ people in their
efforts to revitalize languages, arts, cultures and
heritage.

[PAUSE]
Truth and Reconciliation

e | am honoured and humbled to speak on the
tremendous work Indigenous Peoples and this
government are doing together to implement the
Declaration Act.

e |'d like to start by reminding every member of this
house of how we got to this point.
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e Approved in 2006, the Indian Residential Schools
Settlement Agreement came after decades of
advocacy from Indigenous survivors and
communities.

e At the time, the settlement agreement was the
largest class action lawsuit in Canadian history.

e The Supreme Court of Canada affirmed the
evidence as overwhelming.

e The Court confirmed the truth of the common
experiences at residential schools and the violent
impacts of specific and sweeping abuses.

e And they provided direction to all of us as Canadian
citizens to reconcile with this truth.
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e A small part of the settlement agreement was the
establishment of a Truth and Reconciliation
Commission.

e This is the only Truth and Reconciliation
Commission in the world that has ever been court
mandated.

e Ten years ago, the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission of Canada released the 94 Calls to
Action.

e The 94 Calls to Action lay out the path to be
followed if Canadians are to achieve true and
meaningful reconciliation.

e Six years of hearings, and testimony from 6,000
residential school survivors and their loved ones.
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e The survivors spoke truth to the legacy of the
residential school system...

e ...and its intergenerational and ongoing impact on
Indigenous Peoples.

e 150,000 children stolen from their parents.

e The Truth and Reconciliation Commission called on
ALL governments and all Canadians to adopt and
implement the UN Declaration as our guide.

e Not just into customary international law, but into
domestic common law here in B.C. and Canada.

e If reconciliation starts with truth and respect, then
our collective journey begins here.

[PAUSE]
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e B.C. was the first to adopt the UN Declaration into
law.

e We owe this accomplishment to generations of
Indigenous leaders and others who advocated for a
better future.

e | am proud to say since those days of denial and
court battles, B.C. has deeply and fundamentally
changed our relationship with Indigenous Peoples.

e | am proud of the work of the Secretariat, the
Ministry and the whole of government to advance
reconciliation...

e And specifically, to implement the UN Declaration in
B.C. through the Declaration Act.
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e By working together with First Nations, Métis, and
Inuit peoples, through consultation and co-
operation, we are finding solutions and building a
stronger B.C. for everyone.

[PAUSE]
Residential school denialism

e | will say though, even through all this work, there is
a rise in residential school denialism in this
province.

e Our government is taking this seriously, recognizing
the harm that it causes former students, survivors
and their families...

e ...as well as the contractors and consultants working
for the communities investigating.
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e The attempts by some to discredit the findings at
former residential schools is deeply disturbing.

e |t perpetuates a troubling and persistent pattern of
thought that seeks to deny the very real
experiences of former students and their families.

e The facts as they relate to residential schools have
been heavily studied and litigated.

e To put this dark history behind us, we must stop
denying the truth.

[PAUSE]

e Children died and were buried as a result of
egregious institutions and individuals at residential
schools.

e We must have compassion and humility.
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e Most of all, as leaders in our province and in our
country, we share in the accountability not to
disseminate mis-information and race based
denialism in this house.

[PAUSE]

e The Province, with the support of Charlene Belleau
in her role as First Nation Liaison, continues to
support all caretaker First Nations who wish to
investigate the sites of former Indian Residential
Schools and Indian Hospitals across the province.

e The Province has provided funding to support First
Nation-led investigations at all 18 Indian Residential
School sites and three Indian Hospitals across B.C.

e This is a direct response to TRC’s Calls to Action #72
through 76.
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[PAUSE]

e The Province has made education about the history
and legacy of the residential school system a key
priority.

e Orange Shirt Day on September 30, a day also now
marked as National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation, is an important day in B.C. and
across Canada...

e ...itisadayis to honour the resilience, dignity and
strength of survivors and intergenerational
survivors who suffered in the residential school
system...

e ...and remember the children that never came
home.
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e Orange Shirt Day would not exist without the

strength and courage of the campaign’s founder,
Phyllis Webstad.

[PAUSE]

e Her story of residential school survival, as well as
those shared by Orange Shirt Day Victoria co-
founder Eddy Charlie, the late Rick Gilbert, former
Chief of Williams Lake First Nation, and so many
others, sparked a national conversation on the true
history of this country.

e September 30, 2025 marks the twelfth anniversary
of Orange Shirt Day.

e |t is an important opportunity to also encourage
deeper reflection, learning and public dialogue on
the relationship between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous peoples.
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e And directly responds to the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission’s Call to Action #80...

e ...and provides an important opportunity to engage
and educate more British Columbians about the
history of colonialism, the legacy of residential
schools, and its continued impact on Indigenous
communities today.

e The Province remains committed to continuing
education in this area so that everyone in British
Columbia learns about and understands the legacy
of residential schools, which remains a vital
component in the reconciliation process.

[PAUSE]
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Budget 2025

e The Province remains deeply committed to
advancing reconciliation in B.C. — guided by the
Declaration Act and with meaningful consultation
and co-operation with Indigenous Peoples.

e Budget 2025 will allow us to continue to do this
important work, and to effectively deliver the
Ministry’s and Secretariat’s mandates.

e We are working with First Nations and Indigenous
organizations across B.C. to support long-overdue
improvements to infrastructure, housing, culture,
education, and more...

e We are also working with First Nations to build the
Province’s economy, advance major projects, and
support our tariff response.
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e At this moment in time, in this economic and
political climate, it is so clear that we are stronger if
we are together.

e Now, more than ever, we need to stand strong
together against division.

[PAUSE]

e Budget 2025/26 is about standing strong for B.C.
and making sure public services are there when we
need them — including supports for Indigenous
Peoples.

e We are protecting the programs and services
Indigenous Peoples are using to build resilient, self-
determining, and prosperous communities...

e ...as well as continuing the important work of
reconciliation in the face of US tariffs.
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[PAUSE]

e Like all provincial budgets, the numbers on their
own do not convey the scope of the work
underway...

e ...or the quality of the relationship with First
Nations, Métis, or Indigenous Peoples as a whole.

e For the Ministry of Indigenous Relations and
Reconciliation, Budget 2025/26 provides dedicated
funding to advance reconciliation...

e ...and the ongoing process of establishing and
maintaining respectful relationships with Indigenous
Peoples.

e It supports agreements like the Haida Land Title
Agreement to formally recognizes Haida Aboriginal
title throughout Haida Gwaii.
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e |t supports the next steps in the treaty process for
K’6moks, Kitselas and Kitsumkalum after they
initialed their modern treaties last summer...

e ...with K'dmoks overwhelmingly voting in favour of
ratifying their treaty in March...

e ..Kitselas voting yes on April 10...
e ...and Kitsumkalum's vote coming up in the fall...

e ...all of which are steps supporting the recognition
of Indigenous justification and self-determination.

[PAUSE]
e Budget 2025/26 also
e Supports land transfers...

e Economic development...
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e And continues government’s work with Métis
Nation BC.

[PAUSE]
DAS & alignment of laws

e Budget 2025/26 continues stable funding for the
Declaration Act Secretariat to deliver its work.

e Funding for the Secretariat is expressed as a
separate item in the Budget estimates.

e This is consistent with the Secretariat’s unique
reporting structure.

e While the Secretariat reports directly to me as
Minister, it is independent and distinct from the
Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation.
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[PAUSE]

e Thanks in large part to the Secretariat, across
government we are continuing to make steady
progress on work to align laws.

e We are fundamentally shifting our approach to how
we both develop and implement provincial laws,
which is resulting in an increasing number of
legislative reformes.

e Acts that...

o support Indigenous Peoples in exercising their
jurisdiction over child and family services;
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o upheld First Nations jurisdiction over
education...

o ...which includes enabling First Nations to certify
and regulate teachers in their own schools;

o added a non-derogation clause to the
Interpretation Act...

o ...which makes it clear that provincial laws
uphold, and do not diminish, the rights of
Indigenous Peoples as outlined under Section
35 of the Constitution Act; and

o added Indigenous identity as a protected
ground under the B.C. Human Rights Code...

o ...which will help us all combat racism and
protect Indigenous Peoples from discrimination.
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[PAUSE]

e One year ago, we made changes to the Property
Law Act and the Land Title Act through Bill 13 —
The Land Title and Property Amendment Act,
2024...

e To provide administrative changes to the ways
First Nations can acquire, hold and register fee
simple land, leaseholds and other interests in
B.C....

e ...reducing discriminatory and racist barriers.

e These administrative changes also provide a
choice for First Nations to register the land they
own in their own name in the Land Title Office...

e ...in the same way as companies and private
individuals.
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e These administrative changes are meaningful for
First Nations and a step on the path towards
reconciliation.

e We have also now eliminated the Property
Transfer Tax on these transfers, so First Nations
can move property under their direct ownership
without worrying about that added cost.

e Exemptions apply to land beneficially owned by
the First Nation prior to May 21, 2024.

[PAUSE]
Declaration Act

e Implementing the Declaration Act — including
alignment of laws — is a cross-government priority.
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e B.C. and First Nations have done a tremendous
amount of work together since the NDP formed
government almost eight years ago

o putting Indigenous rights in common law by
unanimously passing the Declaration Act, and

o developing an action plan that is producing
changes on the ground for Indigenous Peoples.

e The Province released the Declaration Act Action
Plan on March 30, 2022...

e ...a five-year, cross-government action plan to
implement the UN Declaration in B.C.
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e The first of its kind, the Declaration Act Action Plan
includes 89 tangible, achievable cross-government
actions in the areas of

o self-determination and self-government
o rights and title
o ending anti-Indigenous racism, and

o enhancing social, cultural and economic well-
being.

[PAUSE]

e Across government, steady progress has been made
to implement the Declaration Act Action Plan.

e Details in the Declaration Act Annual Report shows
that reconciliation is truly a cross-government
priority...
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e ...and reflects the tremendous efforts being made to
put our collective words into action.

e All ministries have identified actions and aligned —
or are aligning — their priorities and budgets to
implement these actions.

[PAUSE]
Ministry investments

e The Province continues to deliver dedicated and
dependable funding that allows us to continue to
advance tangible reconciliation with Indigenous
Peoples in B.C. — both immediately and longer-term.

e Our budget is funded to match signed agreement
costs and adjusts along with commitments.
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e The combined budget for the Ministry and the
Declaration Act Secretariat is $186.958 million.

e This is an increase of over $26 million — or 16.8% —
from the previous year.

[PAUSE]

e Our budget includes dedicated and dependable
funding that allows us to meet commitments...

e ...to continue to work in consultation and co-
operation with Indigenous Peoples, and...

o ...effectively deliver our mandate.
e This includes:

o New, stable funding for the First Peoples’
Cultural Council of $15 million a year.
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o Eight million dollars annual increase for Fiscal
Relationship Agreements with Modern Treaty
Nations to participate in co-management of
land and resources in their territory.

o And increases related to signed agreements.

[PAUSE]

e The budget does not fully reflect the scope of
government’s work and support of Indigenous
partners.

e |In 2022, we delivered one-time, historic multi-year
investments...

e ...supporting First Nations governments through the
Declaration Act Engagement Fund to engage on
their top priorities...
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e ...along with other Ministry’s who provided multi
year funding to growing First Nations participation
in the clean energy economy, and...

e ...support food security.

e These investments are still being delivered and are
making a real difference in the lives of Indigenous
Peoples today.

[PAUSE]
Investing in languages

e Part of the Ministry’s work toward reconciliation
has to do with empowering Indigenous Peoples to
revitalize their culture and their languages.

e There is incredible language diversity in British
Columbia — there are 36 First Nations languages.
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e Together, they make up more than half of all First
Nations languages in Canada.

e We want to help build a province where First
Nations languages and cultures are living and
celebrated everywhere.

e | am pleased Budget 2025/26 continues to
strengthen First Nations-led efforts to revitalize
languages, cultures and arts heritage...

e Investments in the First Peoples’ Cultural Council
helps First Nations communities, organizations and
individuals in their efforts to revitalize their
languages and cultures...

e ...while also creating good jobs and economic
benefits.
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e Last year alone, the grants delivered by FPCC
created more than 1,600 jobs and generated an
estimated S69 million in Gross Domestic Product in

British Columbia.
[PAUSE]
Revenue sharing

e Sharing revenue with First Nations communities
remains an important reconciliation tool.

e |t supports implementation of the UN Declaration
and the self-determined pursuit of economic, social,
and community development.

e Budget 2025 forecasts that $716 million over three
years will be shared with First Nations through
natural resource revenue sharing...
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e ...as the benefits of economic activity are returned
directly to the community.

e First Nations are also expected to receive $300
million through gaming revenue over the fiscal
plan...

e ...to support self-government and self-
determination, strong health communities, and
services that make life better for families.

e Recognizing First Nations as one of three orders of
government in this country, with their own rights
and responsibilities, is foundational to our
approach.
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e And sharing the revenues generated by economic
opportunities helps support economic growth in
First Nations communities and for all British
Columbians.

[PAUSE]
Conclusion

e As you can see, funding decisions for Budget
2025/26 are underpinned by government’s
commitment to tangible reconciliation through the
implementation of the UN Declaration...

e ...by prioritizing opportunities for Indigenous
Peoples to be full partners in the inclusive and
sustainable province we are building together.

e We also continue our efforts to bringing partners,
industry and the public along in this work.
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e Community engagement promotes partnerships and
collaboration between Indigenous Peoples, local
governments, industry, partners and community
members.

e We know reconciliation is good for everyone —itis a
rising tide that lifts all boats.

e |t creates certainty, opportunity and prosperity for
Indigenous and non-Indigenous people alike.

e | look forward to questions from the members of

this House.
e Thank you.
-END-
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Budget 2025 - Key Questions and Answers
Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation/
Declaration Act Secretariat
Government Communications and Public Engagement
Last updated: April 25, 2025

Key Messages

e Budget 2025/26 protects the programs and services Indigenous
Peoples are using to build resilient, self-determining, and prosperous
communities as well as continuing the important work of
reconciliation in the face of US tariffs.

e Budget 2025/26 provides stable funding of $15 million per year to
advance the work of the First Peoples’ Cultural Council.

e This will help the organization support First Nations in their efforts to
revitalize their languages and cultures, while also creating good jobs
and economic benefits.

e Budget 2025/26 also delivers on our commitment to provide stable,
ongoing funding to support Modern Treaty Nations to participate in
resource management within their territories.

e Like all provincial budgets, the numbers on their own do not convey the
scope of the work underway or the quality of the relationship with First
Nations, Métis, or Indigenous Peoples as a whole.

e | can assure you it will enable the Ministry to meet its commitments,
continue to work in consultation and cooperation with Indigenous
Peoples, and to effectively deliver on my mandate.
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Questions & Answers

1. Whatis in the Ministry’s budget for 2025/26?

The Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation’s budget is funded to match signed
agreement costs and adjusts along with our commitments.

MIRR’s 2025/26 budget is $186.958 million. This is a $26.862-million increase (16.8%) from
the previous year.

Itincludes dedicated and dependable funding allows us to meet our commitments,
continue to work in consultation and co-operation with Indigenous Peoples, and to
effectively deliver our mandate.

This includes:

o New, stable funding for the First Peoples’ Cultural Council of $15 million a year.

o Eight million dollars annual increase for Fiscal Relationship Agreements with
Modern Treaty Nations to participate in co-management of land and resources in
their territory.

o And additional payments related to Liquified Natural Gas revenue sharing.

2. Does Budget 2025 provide funding for First People’s Cultural Council?

First Nations language revitalization is so important. First Nations languages are a
fundamental and valued element of our culture and society, and there is an urgency to
preserve them.

Budget 2025 nearly doubles the Province’s previous investments in language and culture
programming, with stable funding of $15 million per year for the next three years to advance
the work of the First Peoples’ Cultural Council.

$12 million per year will be dedicated to addressing the growing demand for language
instruction, and provide critical jobs for expert speakers, particularly elders and First
Nations women.

Investments in the First Peoples’ Cultural Council (FPCC) helps First Nations communities,
organizations and individuals in their efforts to revitalize their languages and cultures, while
also creating good jobs and economic benefits.

Last year alone, the grants delivered by FPCC created more than 1,600 jobs and generated
an estimated $69 million in Gross Domestic Product in British Columbia.

I’d like to recognize the many First Nations people who have made it their life’s work to
protect their arts, language and cultural heritage.

These are the original languages and cultures that come from this land and were interrupted
by colonization and the residential school system.

Through these meaningful investments, First Nations and the Province are putting
reconciliation into practice, addressing the legacy of the residential school system, and
making progress on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action.

In addition to the $15 million, there is also a $420,000 increase to support FPCC core
operations.

In Budget 2023/24, a $6-million-dollar annual operational boost was announced to support
the work of First Nations’ languages, cultures, arts and heritage revitalization, increasing to
$6.720 million in 2025/26 and ongoing.

This additional $420,000 in core operational funding will allow the First Peoples’ Cultural
Council to maintain current staffing levels and deliver on current and future commitments.
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3. How can you justify $45 million in new spending on First Nations languages in this
economic time?

First Nations language revitalization is so important. First Nations languages are a
fundamental and valued element of our culture and society, and there is an urgency to
preserve them.

Between 2018 and 2024, B.C. has committed $136 million to support First Nations arts,
cultural heritage, traditional knowledge and languages.

The last funding commitment occurred in 2022 when the First Peoples' Cultural Council and
First Peoples' Cultural Foundation received a $34.75 million investment.

Funding committed to in Budget 2025/26 continues the work underway at comparable
funding levels while assisting the First Peoples Cultural Council and First Nations
communities by committing to predictable, stable funding each year as opposed to
intermittent grant funding.

4. Who speaks these languages?

There are more language learners than ever. According to the most recent data, there are
more than 17,000 First Nations language learners in the province.

Communities are developing language revitalization plans, have trained staff, and are
implementing programs that make a difference by documenting the languages and
supporting new speakers.

Recent research shows that people are benefiting from provincial investments in cultural
revitalization, which supports B.C.’s economic commitments to build a sustainable
economy with good paying jobs.

5. Isthis enough money to save all Indigenous languages?

No. There remains much work to be done to revitalize Indigenous languages and cultures
and that work needs to be done in partnership with First Nations and the Government of
Canada.

Research has identified that the investment and scope of work is significant.

However, B.C.s stable, predictable funding is an important improvement and demonstrates
our government’s commitment to reconciliation in action.

6. Why are First Nations languages and culture important to the province?

L ]

Article 13 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples states
Indigenous peoples have the right to revitalize, use, develop and transmit to future
generations their languages, oral traditions, writing systems and literatures.

We are working with First Nations across B.C. so they can fully exercise their distinct rights
related to their cultural heritage, traditional knowledge, and languages.

There is incredible language diversity in British Columbia - there are 36 First Nations
languages.

Together, they make up more than half of all First Nations languages in Canada.

These are the original languages of this land and contribute to the unique diversity of
cultures in B.C.

Together, the First Peoples’ Cultural Council and the First Peoples' Foundation are laying the
groundwork so that First Nations languages can be passed on to future generations.

Page 46 of 216 2025 Estimate Notes






