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October 2024

NATURAL RESOURCE MINISTRIES
Roles & Responsibilities

Natural Resource Ministries

CHECK AFTER OCTOBER 19 There are six (6) BC Public Service’s natural resource ministries —
Agriculture and Food; Energy, Mines and Low Carbon Innovation; Environment and Climate
Change Strategy (including the Environmental Assessment Office); Forests; Indigenous Relations
and Reconciliation and Water, Land and Resource Stewardship. All the natural resource
ministers are typically represented on the Environment and Land Use Committee.

Each ministry has its own mission and goals, set out in annual Service Plans, and collectively the
natural resource ministries regulates and influences activities on 94% of the province’s land and
water base, and to some extent the coastal marine environments. Natural resource ministries
are responsible for administering over 130 provincial statutes that provide for the sustainable
management and protection of the Province’s natural resources and reconciliation with First
Nations.

The ministries making up the Natural Resource Sector have been structured to streamline
government processes for critical natural resource industries to better attract global
investment, enabling BC to make integrated resource management decisions on the whole of
the land and water base, including coastal marine environments. The Natural Resource Sector
Estimated Revenue for FY25 is $3.2 billion and Natural Resource Sector Estimated Expenses for
FY25 is $1.7 billion?, and its work both directly and indirectly benefits the economic,
environmental and social health of the Province. From 2010 to 2022 the overall value of goods
exports more than doubled, increasing by 126.7% (+536.3 billion) to $64.9 billion. BC relies on
exports to bring new dollars into the province. Natural resources (energy, forestry, and
minerals) account for nearly 70% of BC’s total goods exports.

Environment and Land Use Committee (ELUC)

ELUC, a legislated committee under the Environment and Land Use Act, is mandated to ensure
that all aspects of preservation and maintenance of the natural environment are fully
considered in the administration of land use and resource development. The Committee is
responsible for providing direction to the natural resource ministries that balances economic
development and stewardship by setting priorities for the land base, managing land use
conflicts and providing strategic advice to Cabinet on policies, programs, operations and
legislation that impact the natural resource sector. This advice includes consideration of First
Nations, engagements, budgetary implications as well as implementation and communication

1 Source: 2024 Estimates.pdf (SECURED) (gov.bc.ca)
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September 2022

strategies. The committee is responsible for reviewing Cabinet submissions, requests for
legislation from the natural resource ministries.
Membership: A minimum of 3 members (no maximum) and the majority must be members of
the Executive Council.
e (to be updated with new list of members after incoming government forms Executive
Council)

Deputy Minister Committee for Natural Resources (DMCNR)

The Deputy Minister Committee for Natural Resources is responsible for supporting the
Environment and Land Use Committee and for providing it with information and
recommendations on policy and operational issues in support of its mandate. This support
includes ministries working together to apply resources to highest sector priorities as guided by
ELUC, such as sharing and/or collaborating on resources to meet critical government objectives,
undertake strategic approaches to sustainably enhance the Natural Resource Ministries’
permitting regime, reviewing high-level business plans to ensure that natural resource
operations priorities are being met, and improving and gaining support for ELUC submissions.

Membership (will update after October 19 as needed): Lori Halls (Chair, WLRS); Elenore Arend
(EAQ); Shannon Baskerville (EMLI); Kevin Jardine (ENV); Fazil Mihlar (JEDI); Jessica Wood (DAS);
Barbara Carmichael (AG); Michelle Carr (BCER); Kaye Krishna (MOTI); Rick Manwaring (FOR); lan
Meier (FOR); Neilane Mayhew (TACS); Tom McCarthy (IRR); Peter Pokorny (AF); Tara Richards
(EMCR)
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Organizational Structure to Support Natural Resource Sector Integration

Environment and Land Use Cabinet Committee

Deputy Ministers
Committee on Natural Resources

Ministry Ministry Ministry Ministry _ Ministry Ministry
Environment and Energy, Mines and Forests Water, Land and Agriculture & Food Indigenous
Climate Change Low Carbon + Resource + Relathps _&

Strategy Innovation Stewardship Reconciliation

+ + + +
Regional Presence Regional Presence Regional Presence Regional Presence Regional Presence Regional Presence

EAO BCER FESBC ALC FIRB

Natural Resource Operations Ministry 8 Geographic Regions

SOUTH NORTH COAST

@ -

Kootenay
Boundary

Thompson
Okanagan

EAO: Environmental Assessment Office
BCER: BC Energy Regulator
FESBC: Forest Enhancement Society of BC

ALC: Agricultural Land Cgmmmsmn October/November 2024
FIRB: Farm Industry Review Board
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NATURAL RESOURCE MINISTRIES
Ministry Overviews

Ministry of Agriculture and Food

The Ministry of Agriculture and Food (the Ministry) is responsible for the production, marketing,
processing and merchandising of agriculture and seafood products, the implementation and
carrying out of advisory, research, promotional, sustainability and adaptation, food safety and
plant and animal health programs; and the collection of information and preparation and
dissemination of statistics relating to agriculture and seafood, supporting the province’s food
security and developing a resilient food system and economy. The Ministry is a key contributor
to economic development and diversification across the province and is a main contributor to
rural economic development and provincewide job creation, particularly for small businesses.
The agriculture, seafood and food and beverage sector creates economic and social benefits for
Indigenous groups and other underrepresented groups, has the potential to attract provincial
investment, and contributes to workforce development and skills training.

Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy

The Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy is mandated to protect and steward
the Province’s environment by addressing the causes and impacts of climate change;
preserving natural spaces and recreation values; and protecting ecosystems; all while
advancing meaningful reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples. The ministry is responsible for the
protection, management and conservation of British Columbia’s water, land, air and living
resources. The ministry delivers its mandate through several key pieces of legislation including
the Environmental Management Act, Integrated Pest Management Act, Park Act, Protected
Areas of British Columbia Act, Greenhouse Gas Industrial Reporting and Control Act, Climate
Change Accountability Act, and the Environmental Assessment Act.

The ministry administers the province’s parks and protected areas, and recreation sites and
trails; monitors and enforces compliance with environmental laws and regulations; manages
discharge to the environment from human activities; and protects B.C.’s biodiversity,
ecosystems, native species, and natural habitats in parks and protected areas. It acquires,
manages, and analyzes environmental and climate data to provide a robust platform for
decision-making across the province. It mitigates and manages the risks and consequences
from climate change, including developing plans to meet greenhouse gas emissions reduction
targets; responds to the impacts of climate change; and oversees provincial environmental
assessment through the Environmental Assessment Office.

Environmental Assessment Office which falls also under the responsibility of the Minister of
Environment and Climate Change Strategy, is a statutory agency that neutrally administers the
review of major projects to assess their potential environmental, economic, health, heritage, and
social impacts required by the Environmental Assessment Act. The assessment process is also
needed to ensure that the issues and concerns of the public, First Nations, interested
stakeholders and government agencies are considered and that compliance and enforcement
activities are conducted over the life of the project.

Page 10f 3
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Ministry of Energy, Mines and Low Carbon Innovation

The Ministry of Energy, Mines and Low Carbon Innovation (Ministry) is responsible for British
Columbia’s electricity, alternative energy, hydrogen, oil, and natural gas sectors and related
infrastructure, and the province’s mining and mineral exploration sectors. These sectors are made
up of diverse interests that use and develop energy, low carbon fuels and electricity generation,
transmission, and distribution infrastructure and that explore for and produce oil, natural gas, coal,
and valuable minerals. To support Government’s coordinated climate, energy and economic
objectives, the Ministry focuses on advancing energy efficiency and clean or renewable energy
sources and technologies, making sure that the energy we use, develop and export is the cleanest
possible. The Ministry facilitates electricity, mining, oil and gas, and clean energy sectors which are
globally competitive, demonstrate leading environmental practices, and advance reconciliation with
Indigenous peoples, while providing opportunities and quality jobs for British Columbians and a fair
return on resources to support the province’s priorities. The Ministry carries out this work in support
of the CleanBC plan and Roadmap to 2030, as well as commitments to Indigenous reconciliation
including the Declaration Act Action Plan. In fulfilling its mandate, the Ministry consults and
collaborates with other ministries and levels of government, private sector stakeholders, Indigenous
people, communities, regulators, environmental and industry organizations, and the public. The
Ministry supports the Minister in discharging responsibilities for the following Crown Corporations:
British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority (BC Hydro), the BC Energy Regulator.

Ministry of Forests

The Ministry of Forests (the Ministry) supports resiliency of the province’s land-base and economy
by providing collaborative management of forest, range and archaeological resources, and leading
the Province’s wildfire response and mitigation. With a commitment to sustainable natural resource
management, the Ministry is enhancing the role of forests and forest products as carbon sinks,
managing forests to support healthy ecosystems, and working to ensure greater value for B.C. wood
and high-value manufacturing. The Ministry is continually pursuing ways to strengthen partnerships,
collaboration, and engagement with Indigenous Peoples, and to collaborate with other government
ministries in conducting this work. The Ministry also supports the Minister in his governance
responsibilities for the Forest Enhancement Society of British Columbia.

Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation

The Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation (the Ministry or MIRR) guides and helps
coordinate the Province of British Columbia’s efforts to achieve true and lasting reconciliation with
Indigenous Peoples by working in respectful partnerships that recognize inherent rights. The
Ministry furthers reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples by collaboratively developing policy and
practices, and negotiating and implementing proactive, enduring agreements, partnerships, and
treaties based on recognition of rights and a distinctions-based approach. The Ministry’s focus is to
build lasting relationships with Indigenous Peoples through flexible agreements that can evolve over
time and collaborative approaches to policy making.

While reconciliation is a whole-of-government responsibility, the Ministry provides guidance and
leadership to other areas of government on establishing and enhancing relationships with

Indigenous Peoples. The Ministry also maintains a strong focus on transparency with stakeholders,
local governments, and the public, to ensure support for reconciliation in BC.

Page 2 of 3
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Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship

The Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship (the Ministry) works with other natural
resource sector ministries to achieve British Columbia’s goals of reconciliation, economic
development, and environmental sustainability. The Ministry is directly responsible for the
effective development of water, land and marine use policy and planning as well as biodiversity
and ecosystem health, species at risk policy and program management and developing a new
vision for water, land and resource management with First Nations. The Ministry is responsible
for the administration of water, lands, fish and wildlife while also directing work across natural
resource ministries to develop solutions to sector-wide challenges in permitting, policy, data and
technology and improving the management of cumulative effects. The Ministry is the lead on
flood, drought, landslide, and dams and dikes.

Page 3 of 3
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Environment and Land Use Committee

 Established under the Environment and Land Use Act

* Ensures all aspects of the preservation and maintenance of the
natural environment are fully considered in the administration of
land use and resource development.

* Makes recommendations to the Lieutenant Governor in Council on
matters relating to the environment and the development and use
of land and other natural resources.
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Procedures and Powers

* Quorum is three members

 Committee may determine its meeting procedures

* Decisions are usually by consensus

* All deliberations and materials are confidential
 Recommendations are reported to Cabinet by the Chair

* Power to make regulations, subject to Cabinet approval

* Power to conduct inquires and hold public hearings (used in 1970s)
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General Path of Agenda Items

Ministry Ministry ADM DM PO and Distribution Pre-Brief ELUC Report
Seeks prepares Committee  Committee CabOps of final for Chair Meeting  Outto
Agenda draft Review Review Review materials Cabinet
Time materials to ELUC
o o @ @ @ @ @ @ @
2+ 3+ weeks 3 weeks 1 week 3-5 days 10-14
months prior prior prior prior days after
prior ELUC

4
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Committee Secretary Duties

In cooperation with the Chair of Deputy Ministers” Committee on
Natural Resources and the Deputy Minister of Water, Land and
Resource Stewardship:

* Draft meeting agendas and obtain approvals from Premier’s Office
* Coordinate logistical support for ELUC meetings

* Review meeting materials and manage distribution

* Brief ELUC Chair in concert with Deputy Minister(s)

* Prepare meeting minutes and speaking notes for Chair
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 Budget 2024 Highlights

Budget ?024 increased by $18.375M over the restated
2023/24 budget

lg;_f_"

5 Increaise of $16.479M for the Production Insurance Special
Accou;nt

H
i
H
§

S Increése of $1.627M for the Shared Recovery Mandate

Increafse of $0.269M to support the implementation of a new

i

School Food Programs Framework
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> The Ministry budget of $130.136M in 2024/25 is made up of the Ministry Operations
vote, the Agricultural Land Commission vote, and the Production Insurance Special
Account.

Ministry Operations

> Budget 2024 increased by $1.758M over the restated 2023/24 budget:
o $1.489M for the Shared Recovery Mandate (incl. Budget 2023 and 2024 decisions)
o $0.269M to support the implementation of a new School Food Programs Framework

» The Ministry Operations budget (Vote 13) in 2023/24 is $95.004M; $1.758M or 1.89%
greater than the 2023/24 restated budget of $93.246M.

Agricultural Land Commission

» The budget for the Agricultural Land Commission {Vote 14) in 2024/25 is $5.453M —
this represents an increase of $0.138M for the Shared Recovery Mandate

Production Insurance Special Account

» The budget for the Production Insurance Special Account has increased to $29.679M
for all years of Budget 2024,

o Thisis a $16.479M increase from 2023/24

Capital

The Ministry’s capital budget in 2024/25 is $0.853M - a decrease of $0.022M from the
2023/24 restated budget.

> $0.022M decrease is due to Fleet vehicle supply chain disruption funding was for
2023/24 only

» The capital budget is $0.853M for 2025/26 and 2026/27
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Ministry Budget 2024/25 — 2026/27

: 2023/24 2024/25
: Restated  Change Estimates 2025/26 Plan 2026/27 Plan
Minis{:ry Operations
Scienée, Palicy and Inspection
: 17,465 539 18,064 18,064 18,064
Agrfculture Resource 67,388 1,037 68,425 68,425 68,425
BC Farf_m Industry Review Board.
1,427 30 1,457 1,457 1,457
Exccuﬁive and Support Services
: 6,966 G2 7,058 7,058 7,058

Agricultural Land Commission _
' 5,315 138 5,453 5,453 5,453

Production Insurance Account Net
: 13,200 16,479 29,679 25,679 29,6579

i

- TOTAL Misiistry- .-~
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Agricalture und

Capital Budget

2023/24 2024/25
Estimates Estimates 2025/26 Plan  2026/27 Plan
Ministry t‘i}perations
Centralized Assaks
Vehicles 572 " 550 550 550
Office Egu'rpment 3 3 3 3
_ Specialized Equipment 300 .--300 300 300
. Centralized Assets Total 875 0 - 853 ‘853 253
Ministry Dérations Totsl 875 .. 853 853 - 853
Agricultura._rl Land Commission
vehicle r'feplacement @ o) 0
Cannabis and Revitalization Vehicles e ) 0 e o
Agricultumi Land Conmumission Total L 1] L g 0
AMinistry Tetal 875 853 " 853 - 853




Ministry of
Agriculture and
BRITISH  pood i

Minister’s Office

2023/24
Minister's Office Budget Restated

i
Ministry Operations

Saléries and benefits
Legislative Salaries
Tra\frel

|

!
Information Systems

Oﬁié:e Expenses

#Increase to tihe Minister’s Office budge reflects the Shared Recovery Mandate
increases for staff.

H
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Ministry of Agriculture and Food

2024/25 - 2026/27
Service Plan

February 2024
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For more information on the Ministry of Agriculture and Food contact:
PO BOX 9120
STN PROV GOVT
VICTORIA, BC
V8W 9B4
1-888-221-7141

Or visit our website at

https://www.gov.bc.ca/aqri

Published by the Ministry of Agriculture and Food
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Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Minister's Accountability Statement

The Ministry of Ministry of Agriculture and Food 2024/25 - 2026/27
Service Plan was prepared under my direction in accordance with the
Budget Transparency and Accountability Act. I am accountable for the
basis on which the plan has been prepared.

7

e B
/’ Aty o A

I anl —

Honourable Pam Alexis
Minister of Agriculture and Food
February 9, 2024

2024/25 - 2026/27 Service Plan Page | 3
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Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Strategic Direction

In 2024/25, the Government of British Columbia will remain focused on providing the services
and infrastructure that people depend on to build a good life. Government will continue
delivering results that matter to British Columbians including helping people with costs,
attainable and affordable housing, strengthened health care, safer communities, and a secure,
clean and fair economy. Government will continue working collaboratively with Indigenous
Peoples as it implements the Action Plan for the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples Act and delivers initiatives that advance reconciliation in ways that make a difference
in communities throughout the province.

This 2024/25 service plan outlines how the Ministry of Agriculture and Food will support the
government's priorities including the foundational principles listed above and selected action
items identified in the December 2022 Minister's Mandate Letter.

Purpose of the Ministry

The Ministry of Agriculture and Food (the Ministry) is responsible for the production,
marketing, processing and merchandising of agriculture and seafood products; the
implementation and carrying out of advisory, research, promotional, sustainability and
adaptation, food safety and plant and animal health programs; and the collection of
information and preparation and dissemination of statistics relating to agriculture and
seafood, supporting the province’s food security and developing a resilient food system and
economy. The Ministry is a key contributor to economic development and diversification
across the province and is a main contributor to rural economic development and province-
wide job creation, particularly for small businesses. The agriculture, seafood and food and
beverage sector creates economic and social benefits for Indigenous groups and other
underrepresented groups, has the potential to attract provincial investment, and contributes
to workforce development and skills training.

The legal and regulatory environment that guides the work of the Ministry includes 30 statutes
which relate wholly or primarily to the Ministry. A complete list of legislation for which the
Ministry is responsible for is available online.

Operating Environment

Food is a huge part of B.C.'s economy, between those who grow and produce it, and those
who get it to grocery stores; tens of thousands work in the agriculture sector to put food on
British Columbians’ plates.

The agriculture, food and beverage sector continues to face challenges due to extreme
weather events - including heat, flood, fire, and drought. These climate-related disruptions
highlight the importance of B.C.'s food supply chain.

2024/25 - 2026/27 Service Plan Page | 5
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Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Building a resilient food system and increasing food security is of key importance to the
Ministry. The Ministry continues to respond to these climate-related disruptions and evolving
needs of the industry by taking meaningful actions to improve the resilience of B.C.'s food
supply through new and enhanced programs, as well as scaling up agritech and innovation
efforts, and leading preparedness and response activities for anticipated emergency events.

Plant and animal health and welfare are also affected by a growing number of threats ranging
from climate-related phenomena to infectious disease. The Ministry will need to allocate
resources to respond these threats, such as the highly pathogenic H5N1 avian influenza, to
limit the spread of disease and protect livestock.

Economic Statement

B.C.'s economy posted modest growth last year as interest rate increases weighed on the
economy, and employment continued to expand, supported by immigration. Inflation in the
province continued to ease and the Bank of Canada has not raised its policy interest rate since
July 2023. The impact of higher rates on borrowing costs and elevated household debt led to
lower consumer spending and reduced home sales. Lumber, natural gas and coal prices
declined in 2023, reducing the value of the province’s goods exports. Meanwhile, there was a
record number of housing starts in the province in 2023. There is uncertainty over the
transmission of high interest rates to the residential construction sector and the duration of
slower growth for the rest of the economy in B.C. and among our trading partners. The
Economic Forecast Council (EFC) estimates that B.C. real GDP expanded by 0.9 per cent in 2023
and expects growth of 0.5 per cent in 2024 and 2.1 per cent in 2025. Meanwhile for Canada,
the EFC estimates growth of 1.1 per cent in 2023 and projects national real GDP growth of 0.5
per cent in 2024 and 1.9 per cent in 2025. As such, B.C.'s economic growth is expected to be
broadly in line with the national average in the coming years. The risks to B.C.'s economic
outlook continue to center around interest rates and inflation, including the risk of price
increases stemming from geopolitical conflicts, the potential for interest rates remaining
higher for longer, and uncertainty around the depth and timing of the impact on housing
markets. Further risks include ongoing uncertainty regarding global trade policies, lower
commodity prices, climate change impacts and the volatility of immigration levels.

2024/25 - 2026/27 Service Plan Page | 6
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Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Performance Planning

Goal 1: Strengthen B.C.’s food security and provincial food
systems

Strengthening provincial food security through a sustainable agriculture and food sector and
responsible land use remains a provincial priority as it contributes to a strong, sustainable
economy that works for everyone.

Objective 1.1: Ensure the provincial food system has the capacity to
increase the availability of B.C. foods

Enhancing the Grow BC, Feed BC and Buy BC suite of programs will drive economic and job
growth across the sector, increase the safety and availability of local food, and build the
sustainability and reliability of the provincial food system. Integrated programs targeting
industry renewal and competitiveness, sustainability, and capacity will address gaps in food
supply resilience.

Key Strategies

e Expand Grow BC by focusing on industry competitiveness, capacity building,
sustainability with targeted programs to increase participation of underrepresented
groups such as Indigenous Peoples, new entrants, and youth.

e Increase the awareness of the Buy BC brand with B.C. citizens and the availability and
promotion of Buy BC licensed products at grocery stores across B.C.

e Enhance Feed BC by building demand for local foods in more B.C. public institutions
through partnerships with key sectors such as health, post-secondary, and corrections,
facilitating value chain innovation to connect demand to supply, and supporting the
readiness and connection to opportunities of B.C. businesses to supply more locally
grown and processed food.

¢ Integrate Feed BC into the Province’s School Meals Framework to increase local food
use and opportunities within B.C.'s K-12 school system.

Discussion

The Ministry has an integrated suite of programs and strategies to support this objective’s
implementation. Programs are delivered through various methods including agreements and
partnerships with other government bodies, industry associations, expert program delivery
agents, local governments, education institutions, and public health. Under Grow BC, this
includes supports for industry renewal and regional extension. Under Buy BC, this involves
evaluations and audits to support the refinement and further targeting of Buy BC
programming to meet industry needs. Under Feed BC, the forecast forward reflects
anticipated growth supported by two Ministry mandates to expand Feed BC and to integrate
Feed BC into K-12 schools in collaboration with the Ministry of Education and Child Care's
mandate to ensure students are fed for learning.

2024/25 - 2026/27 Service Plan Page | 7
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Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Objective 1.2: Working with Indigenous people on agricultural
economic development and food security

Working in cooperation and collaboration with Indigenous Peoples to support meaningful
reconciliation and Indigenous self-determination is a priority for the Ministry. This includes
understanding the historic and systemic barriers to Indigenous participation in the sector,
their agriculture economic development and food security interests, and developing
distinction-based approaches’ that enable capacity building, improve social, cultural and
economic well-being, and lead to the equitable participation for Indigenous peoples in the
sector.

Key Strategies

o Work with the B.C. Indigenous Advisory Council on Agriculture and Food and other
Indigenous partners, as a part of the action laid out in the Declaration Act Action Plan,
to identify opportunities to strengthen Indigenous food systems and increase
Indigenous participation in the agriculture and food sector.

e Address barriers to participation and consider the needs of Indigenous Peoples to
strengthen relationships and better integrate Indigenous priorities, perspectives and
food system needs into programming.

e Work with government partners to improve our collective understanding of Indigenous
Peoples’ perspectives and interests on food security and food sovereignty to guide
planning and action in B.C.

Discussion

Supporting Indigenous communities to meet their food security, food sovereignty and
economic development goals is a vital part of strengthening community food security in B.C.
Forming the B.C. Indigenous Advisory Council on Agriculture and Food was a crucial step
towards strengthening the equitable participation of Indigenous Peoples in B.C.’s agriculture
and food sector. The Council is the first of its kind in Canada and guided by a three-year
Strategic Plan. A new Strategic Plan is currently under development.

The Ministry also has an Indigenous Agriculture and Food team who support First Nations and
Métis communities and entrepreneurs in the development and growth of their agriculture and
food businesses, and other programs that support Indigenous governments, communities,
organizations and individuals develop farm businesses and support food security.

' A distinction-based approach means that the Province's work with First Nations, Métis, and Inuit people will be conducted
in a manner that acknowledges the specific rights, interests, priorities and concerns of each, while respecting and
acknowledging these distinct Peoples with unique cultures, histories, rights, laws, and governments.

2024/25 - 2026/27 Service Plan Page | 8
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Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Objective 1.3: Expand the data available on the Agricultural Land
Reserve

Ensuring the Ministry has data and information on Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) usage is
critical for making land use decisions, informing an array of Ministry and government priorities
and supporting partnerships with farmers, industry and government in developing long-term
planning and food security in the province.

Key Strategies
e Accelerate the pace of ALUI to establish a full and updated provincial baseline.

¢ Investin research and development into new technologies to ensure a more
sustainable ALUI program and enable more frequent ALUI updates.

¢ Develop an online portal to ensure that all ALUI data is readily accessible with tools
available to facilitate data informed decisions on the land base.

Discussion

To make informed decisions, the province needs to know how the ALR is being used and have
data that is current and available province wide. This includes information on the types and
amount of farming that is occurring, as well as the volume of value-added and processing
activities underway. ALUI's collect consistent, credible, and comprehensive data about land use
and land cover on agricultural lands across the province.

Maintaining a province-wide Agricultural Land Use Inventory (ALUI) was a recommendation
from the “Revitalizing the ALR and the Agricultural Land Commission” Final Committee Report
to support policy and program development and the ALR. The Ministry developed a five-year
ALUI Program strategy to update all agricultural regions in the province with an ALUI baseline
by March 31, 2028, completed to current ALUI standards.

There are many decision-makers involved in the ALR, including local governments, the
Agricultural Land Commission (ALC), and numerous provincial government ministries. Having
access to data to definitively demonstrate what is occurring on the ALR (and how things are
changing), will result in better decisions, policies, and regulations. ALUI has the potential to be
a powerful tool, but the information must be current, comprehensive, and accessible. The
Ministry has developed a strategy to deliver a fully updated provincial baseline and the tools
and methodologies in place to ensure this information remains up to date and accessible.

2024/25 - 2026/27 Service Plan Page | 9
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