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2025/26 Estimates Note

%ﬁnii;try Ufj Educar Confidential — Ministerial Advice
BRITISH 0S->¢Ccon E'll‘}' aucation "% .
COLUMBIA | and Future Skills Minister: Anne Kang

Estimates — Motions

Opening Introductions | Minister:

and remarks “Mr./Mdme. Chair, it is with great pleasure that | rise to present
Commencement of the 2025/26 spending estimates for the Ministry of Post-Secondary
Estimates Education and Future Skills.”

“Before | begin, | would like to introduce my Deputy Minister,
Trevor Hughes.”

[Introduce other staff as appropriate].

[Deliver opening remarks on Ministry priorities]

After Opening Minister:

Remarks “Chair, | would be happy to receive comments, remarks and

to Begin Debate questions from the members of the Legislature.”

Adjournment of Minister:

Estimates Debate “I move that the committee rise, report progress and ask leave to
sit again.”
Chair:

Motion approved.

Completion of Minister:
Estimates Debate “I move that the committee rise and report resolution.”
Chair:

Motion approved.

List of people who will support the Minister:
e Trevor Hughes, Deputy Minister

e Kim Horn, EFO & Assistant Deputy Minister of Finance, Technology and Management
Services Division

e Chris Rathbone, Assistant Deputy Minister of Post-Secondary Policy and Programs Division

e Joanna White, Assistant Deputy Minister of Labour Market Development Division

e Rachel Holmes, Assistant Deputy Minister of Immigration Services and Strategic Planning
Division

e Tony Loughran, Assistant Deputy Minister of Governance, Legislation & Engagement
Division

e Ministry Executive Directors will be available
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Ministry of Post-Secondary Education and Future Skills

Budget 2025 Estimates — Opening Remarks
April 2025

SPEAKING NOTES FOR
HON. ANNE KANG

MINISTER OF POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION
AND FUTURE SKILLS
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e Thank you, Chair. Good morning/afternoon.

¢ | would like to start by acknowledging with gratitude that
we're gathered here today in these Chambers on the
territory of the Lekwungen peoples, the Songhees and
Esquimalt Nations.

e I'd also like to also recognize ministry staff who are present
with me today and will be supporting me through our
Estimates proceedings:

O
O

Trevor Hughes, Deputy Minister

Kim Horn, EFO & Assistant Deputy Minister of Finance,
Technology and Management Services Division

Chris Rathbone, Assistant Deputy Minister,
Post-Secondary Policy and Programs Division

Joanna White, Assistant Deputy Minister,

Labour Market Development Division

Rachel Holmes, Assistant Deputy Minister,
Immigration Services and Strategic Planning Division, and
Tony Loughran, Assistant Deputy Minister
Governance, Legislation & Engagement Division

e Since returning as Minister of Post-Secondary Education and
Future Skills, | have had the great opportunity to visit
several post-secondary institutions and have appreciated
the opportunity to meet with many educators and learners.

Page 2 of 4
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| am also grateful for recent opportunities I’'ve had to
connect with trainers, employers and industry leaders from
around the province.

e While we are facing challenging and uncertain times, our
government continues to invest in post-secondary and
training programs to support a strong economy in our
province.

e We continue to make education and training more
accessible, affordable and relevant so that British
Columbians can gain the skills they need for good-paying,
high-demand jobs.

e We remain committed to working with Indigenous partners
to ensure that Indigenous learners can achieve their higher
educational goals.

e Our province-led immigration policy and program delivery
ensures newcomers are welcomed to British Columbia, and
we are making the credential recognition process faster and
easier for professionals with credentials issued in other
jurisdictions.

e And we are helping to address workforce gaps and
continuing our commitment to workers, economic

Page 3 of 4
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development, and service delivery in key sectors including
health, trades, and technology.

e | am proud of the work of my Ministry and the many
positive impacts these efforts have in the lives of British
Columbians and | look forward to discussing these
important issues and the programs that the ministry
supports with colleagues today.

e And with that | turn it over to the Chair.

e Thank you.

Page 4 of 4
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Ministry of Post-Secondary Education and Future Skills

Budget 2025 Estimates — Closing Remarks
April 2025

SPEAKING NOTES FOR
HON. ANNE KANG

MINISTER OF POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION
AND FUTURE SKILLS

Page 1 of 2

Page 13 of 244 2025 Estimate Notes



¢ | want to thank the member and their
colleagues for coming before the committee
with their questions. We had a productive
discussion.

e Before we move on with the vote, | want to
acknowledge that it is a privilege to serve as
Minister responsible for
Post-Secondary Education and Future Skills —
delivering post-secondary education and
training for British Columbians and
contributing to a strong, sustainable economy.

Motion

e Thank you very much, | move vote number 41,
resolved that a sum not exceeding three
billion, five hundred fifteen million, eight
hundred and sixty-eight thousand dollars
($3,515,868,000) be granted to His Majesty to
defer the expenses of the Ministry of Post-
Secondary Education and Future Skills to the
315t of March 2026.

Page 2 of 2
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2025/26 Estimates Note

Ministry of

BriTist | Post-Secondary Education Confidential = Ministerial Advice
COLUMBIA | and Future Skills Minister: Anne Kang
Title: B.C. Access Grant

Issue: Overview of the StudentAid BC Access Grant Program

Key Messages:

e The B.C. Access Grant provides up-front, non-repayable financial assistance to low-
and middle-income learners enrolled in eligible full- and part-time undergraduate
studies at B.C.’s 25 public post-secondary institutions.

e As of December 31, 2024, the B.C. Access Grant has supported over 85,000 students
with over $166 million in up-front, needs-based, non-repayable financial assistance.

e The B.C. Access Grant amount awarded to an eligible student replaces the equivalent
amount of eligible B.C. student loan with non-repayable funding, thus reducing the
amount of loan a student will have to repay at the end of their studies.

e All students who apply for student financial assistance are automatically assessed for
the B.C. Access Grant.

Key Facts, Data and Background:

e The B.C. Government introduced the B.C. Access Grant in September 2020 to assist low- and
middle-income learners to access and afford post-secondary education.

e Students who receive the B.C. Access Grant are also eligible to receive other financial
support, such as federal loans and grants, interest free provincial and federal student loans,
repayment assistance and supports for students with disabilities.

e The B.C. Access Grant offers the following three separate grant amounts:

o A maximum of $1,000 per academic year for students in programs two or more
years in length.

o A maximum of $4,000 per academic year for students in programs under two years.
A higher amount is provided because students in programs under two years are not
eligible for federal Canada Student Grant funding.

o A maximum of $1,000 per academic year for students in part-time programs.

Table 1 - B.C. Access Grant

2020/21 FY 2021/22 FY 2022/23 FY 2023/24 FY 2024/25 FY
Actuals Actuals Actuals Actuals Projected

$30,725,000 $35,770,000 $34,611,000 $38,146,000 $39,595,000

Contact: Christine Fast Executive Director StudentAid BC Soverr_nment
inancial
Last Updated: March 12, 2025 Page1of1
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Title:

Issue:

Ministry of 2025/26 Estimates Note

BRITISH Post-Secondary Education Confidential — Ministerial Advice
COLUMBIA | and Furture Skills

Graduate Scholarships and Internships

Government support for graduate students, including scholarships and Mitacs
internships for innovation.

Key Messages:

As part of the StrongerBC: Future Ready Action Plan, the Ministry is supporting B.C.’s
graduate students with scholarships of $17,500.

Since the B.C. Graduate Scholarship program first began in 2018, over 1,600 scholarships
have been awarded to students in a wide range of programs, from research-intensive to
professional degrees, with an emphasis but not exclusive focus on Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics disciplines.

In 2025/26, more than 200 scholarships will be awarded to B.C. graduate students.

Additional graduate student supports include Mitacs internships. Through an investment of

$50 million in 2023, government is supporting 10,000 internships over five years, with
stipends of $10,000 per term for students.

Key Facts, Data and Background:

Contact: Melanie Nielsen  Executive Director Post-Secondary Programs Branch 778-698-9791
Last Updated: March 14, 2025

The StrongerBC Economic Plan committed to accelerate talent development and skills

training across the province, including a commitment to more graduate scholarships and

internships for innovation.

The StrongerBC: Future Ready Action Plan committed to expanding merit-based
graduate scholarships for students in science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics fields and other disciplines.

In 2018, $12 million was provided to establish the British Columbia Graduate
Scholarships, the largest investment in the province's history in scholarships for
graduate students.

o An additional $3.75 million was provided in 2021 and again in 2022.

o Funding of S5 million was provided in each of 2023/24 and 2024/25 through
access to contingencies.

o Asannounced in summer 2023, the award value of the scholarships has
increased from $15,000 to $17,500.

o Scholarships are administered by the 10 eligible public post-secondary
institutions with graduate degree programs.
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Ministry of 2025/26 Estimates Note

BRITISH Post-Secondary Education Confidential — Ministerial Advice
COLUMBIA | and Furture Skills Minister: Anne Kang

e Through a long-term partnership with Mitacs, the Ministry has provided over $75
million in funding to support internships for innovation since 2018, including an
investment of $50 million in 2023, supporting internships over five years.

e The Mitacs® model is one of partnership among levels of governments, industry, and
post-secondary institutions.

e Students receive a stipend of $10,000 for their four-month internship while gaining
hands-on work experience and applying their knowledge and skills to real-world
problems faced by businesses and organizations in the province.

e The Ministry has several other supports for graduate students.

o Arange of student financial aid is offered through StudentAid BC, including
grants, bursaries, loans, and targeted funding for graduate students with
dependents and disabilities.

o The Ministry projects that approximately 5,400 B.C. graduate students are
accessing over $95 million in combined federal and provincial student financial
assistance through StudentAid BC in fiscal year 2024/25, including nearly
$2.8 million in non-repayable provincial grants and over $39 million in interest-
free B.C. student loan funding.

! Mitacs is a B.C.-based, national not-for-profit organization that delivers applied research training
programs for students. It has funding arrangements with federal and other provincial governments.

Contact: Melanie Nielsen  Executive Director Post-Secondary Programs Branch 778-698-9791
Last Updated: March 14, 2025 Page 2 of 2
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Ministry of 2025/26 Estimates Note

BRITISH Post-Secondary Education Confidential — Ministerial Advice
COLUMBIA | and Furture Skills

Minister: Anne Kang
Title: Provincial Tuition Waiver Program for Former Youth in Care
Issue: Overview of Provincial Tuition Waiver Program for Former Youth in Care

Key Messages:

¢ The Provincial Tuition Waiver Program removes barriers for former children and youth in
care of all ages to access post-secondary education.

¢ Implemented in September 2017, the Provincial Tuition Waiver Program has waived over
$26 million in tuition and fees for over 3,175 former children and youth in care.

e The program supports eligible former children and youth in care who are attending full- or
part-time studies under the graduate level at any of B.C.’s 25 public post-secondary
institutions, Native Education College, and eligible union-based trades training providers.

¢ Implemented in August 2023, the Learning for Future Grant provides an annual grant of
$3,500 to assist with additional education costs for students who meet the eligibility
requirements for the Provincial Tuition Waiver Program.

Key Facts, Data and Background:

Provincial Tuition Waiver Program

e The Provincial Tuition Waiver Program (PTWP) was expanded effective August 1, 2023,
through a $6.4 million annual program base budget increase, and a $1.4 million Ministry of
Children and Family Development (MCFD) program funding reinvestment to:

o Open the program to former youth in care of any age (previously age 19-26)

o Expand eligibility for youth in care who turn(ed) 19 under any care status
regardless of time in care

o Add a new annual $3,500 Learning for Future Grant tied to PTWP eligibility

o Add program communications and outreach investments, and dedicated funding
to post-secondary institutions to provide on campus support for former children
and youth in care

e The program expansion responded to the Ministry’s 2020 joint mandate commitment with
MCFD to “...lead work to expand tuition waivers to all former youth in care, regardless of
age” and was introduced in Budget 2023.

e Dedicated post-secondary institution funding has been used for investments in personnel,
development of institution communities, best practices and resources for former children
and youth in care students, and program promotion on and off campus.

) . . . . Government
Contact: Christine Fast Executive Director StudentAid BC Financial
Last Updated: March 12, 2025 Page1of5

Page 23 of 244 2025 Estimate Notes



Ministry of 2025/26 Estimates Note

BRITISH Post-Secondary Education Confidential — Ministerial Advice
COLUMBIA | and Furture Skills Minister: Anne Kang

e Since implementation of the program in 2017, the number of recipients has increased each
year by an average of 30%. During the first year of program expansion (2023/24), the
number of recipients increased by 56%. The average age of applicants has increased from
20to 25.

Learning for Future Grant

e The Learning for Future Grant is available to provincial tuition waiver recipients enrolled in a
program or course below the graduate level that leads, or will lead, to a credential.

e Since implementation in August 2023, over $9.2M in Learning for Future Grant funding has
been issued to over 1,600 Provincial Tuition Waiver Program eligible students.

e Over 1,120 eligible students received a Learning for Future Grant in 2023/24, totalling
$3.9M in grants issued. The Ministry is projecting a further 1,690 Learning for Future Grant
recipients in 2024/25, totalling an estimated $5.9M in grants issued.

First Nations Partners

e The Children and Youth in Care Protocol signed by First Nations Leadership Council, First
Nations Education Steering Committee, Union of BC Indian Chiefs and the Ministries of
Post-Secondary Education and Future Skills, Education and Child Care, and Children and
Family Development sets out a joint commitment to engage in dialogue and joint action to
improve the education outcomes of all current and former First Nations children and youth
in care.

e The First Nations Children and Youth in Care Protocol Workplan has several commitments
to improve the Provincial Tuition Waiver Program and post-secondary education outcomes,
including:

o Ensure the Province provides funding for broad wraparound supports (tuition,
living allowance, supplies, etc.) to First Nation former youth in care pursuing a
post-secondary education.

o Improve access to the Tuition Waiver Program by expanding the eligibility
criteria and building awareness by improving outreach.

o Develop funding options to provide debt relief (loan forgiveness) to former
children and youth in care with outstanding BC student loans.

Contact: Christine Fast Executive Director StudentAid BC gﬁ‘;ﬁg}g;em
Last Updated: March 12, 2025 Page 2 of 5
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Ministry of 2025/26 Estimates Note

BRITISH Post-Secondary Education Confidential — Ministerial Advice
COLUMBIA | and Furture Skills Minister: Anne Kang

Appendix 1: Provincial Tuition Waiver Program Data Highlights

Table 1: Provincial Tuition Waiver Program Budget

($ millions) 2022/23 | 2023/24 | 2024/25 | 2025/26 Total

Annual Program Base Budget 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 12.0
Increase to Base Budget (MCFD

Budget Transfer/Reinvestment) i 14 1.4 1.4 4.2
TB Approved Program Base Budget i 6.4 6.4 6.4 19.2
Increase

Total B.2023 Additional Funding - 7.8 7.8 7.8 23.4
Total Annual Funding 4.0 11.8 11.8 11.8 35.4

Table 2: Total Program Recipients and Tuition Waivers Since Program Implementation

Fiscal Year Number of Distinct Annual Increase in Tuition & Fees
Recipients Recipients Waived
2024/25 (projected) 2,090 45% $7,810,000
2023/24 1,440 56% $5,598,000
2022/23 925 7% $3,390,000
2021/22 864 3% $3,337,000
2020/21 841 3% $3,017,000
2019/20 818 37% $3,269,000
2018/19 597 59% $2,413,000
2017/18 376 - $1,182,000
Contact: Christine Fast Executive Director StudentAid BC gﬁ‘;ﬁgg;em
Last Updated: March 12, 2025 Page 3 of 5
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Ministry of 2025/26 Estimates Note
BRITISH l’ost—Scéondar}-’ Education Confidential — Ministerial Advice
COLUMBIA | and Furture Skills Minister: Anne Kang

Table 3: Provincial Tuition Waiver Credentials 2017/18 - 2022/23

Credential Type Credentials Awarded
Certificate 335
Bachelor 195
Diploma 190
Developmental 60
Other 10
Total 795

Table 4: Provincial Tuition Waiver Enrolment 2017/18 -2022/23

Program Area % of Total
Arts and Sciences 39.2%
Human and Social Services 17.2%
Trades 10.8%
Business and Management 8.4%
Health 8.1%
Engineering and Applied Sciences 5.8%
Visual and Performing Arts 3.9%
Developmental 3.7%
Education 3.0%
Contact: Christine Fast Executive Director StudentAid BC Government

Last Updated: March 12, 2025 Page 4 of 5
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Ministry of
BRITISH Post-Secondary Education
COLUMBIA | and Future Skills

2025/26 Estimates Note
Confidential — Ministerial Advice
Minister:

Anne Kang

Table 5: Provincial Tuition Waiver Program Recipients by Institution since FY 2020/21

Institution FY 20/21 | FY 21/22 | FY 22/23 | FY 23/24 FY(ZC’;;/)ZS
BC Institute of Technology 28 29 44 64 85
Camosun College 76 74 60 92 107
Capilano University 22 23 27 28 36
Coast Mountain College Personal Information 12 14
College of New Caledonia 20 23 19 43 39
College of the Rockies o 12 12 25 31
Douglas College 90 81 101 166 167
Emily Carr University of Art & Design Personal Information 11 13
Justice Institute of BC 18 22 18 27 33
Kwantlen Polytechnic University 40 48 51 67 74
Langara College 46 50 49 79 76
Native Education College Personal Information 12 12
Nicola Valley Institute of Technology 25 14 15 21 26
North Island College 19 16 25 37 37
Northern Lights College Personal Information 13
Okanagan College 44 45 | 44 74 60
Royal Roads University ] Personal Information
Selkirk College oo 11 15 23 29
Simon Fraser University 33 30 34 41 46
Thompson Rivers University 76 74 72 127 127
University of BC 42 46 54 79 89
University of BC - Okanagan 13 14 13 26 32
University of Northern BC 11 12 15 21 18
University of the Fraser Valley 72 85 92 132 59
University of Victoria 48 44 38 62 71
Vancouver Community College 20 30 30 40 38
Vancouver Island University 83 84 90 176 183
Out of Province Students - - E?g?fnr;?ilon - E?cr,?snr;aﬁlon
DISTINCT TOTAL* 841 864 925 1,440 1,463

* The distinct total of PTWP recipients does not equal the sum of the individual institution counts due to students
attending multiple institutions within the same year.

Contact: Christine Fast
Last Updated: March 12, 2025
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Mmggd Minisuyof 2025/26 Estimates Note

BriTist | Post-Secondary Education Confidential = Ministerial Advice
COLUMBIA | and Future Skills Minister: Anne Kang
Title: StudentAid BC Overview

Issue: StudentAid BC Student Financial Assistance Program Overview

Key Messages:

e StudentAid BC delivers a wide range of provincial and federal financial assistance programs
and services for students pursuing a post-secondary education at designated institutions in
B.C. and around the globe.

e Over 75,000 British Columbians accessed student aid in 2023/24, receiving over $1.1 billion
in provincial and federal funding to support their studies.

Key Facts, Data and Background:

e StudentAid BC interest free loans, non-repayable grants, loan forgiveness and
repayment assistance are available to help students access and afford post-secondary
education.

® Provincial student financial assistance includes the following loans and grant programs:
o B.C. Student Loans
o B.C. Access Grant

Grants, services, and equipment for students with disabilities

Tuition waivers for former children and youth in care

Learning for Future grant for tuition waiver students

Grants for adults seeking to upgrade their education

Nurses' education bursary

Loan forgiveness for health and child service professions in underserved

communities throughout the province

o Repayment assistance

O 0 0O 0 O

e Eligibility for student financial assistance is based on a student's financial need and
calculated based on education and living costs minus resources (i.e., family income).

e Student financial assistance funding is intended to supplement other financial resources
available to students (e.g., employment income, scholarships, bursaries, and family
contributions).

Provincial Loans

e B.C. student loans have been interest-free since 2019. This has resulted in over $175
million in interest payments saved for students since that time.

e Effective August 1, 2023, weekly loan limits were increased for the first time since 2006.

Contact: Christine Fast Executive Director StudentAid BC gﬁ‘;ﬁg}g;em
Last Update: March 14 2025 Page 1 of 4
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2025/26 Estimates Note

Ministry of
BriTist | Post-Secondary Education Confidential = Ministerial Advice
COLUMBIA | and Future Skills Minister: Anne Kang
Type Previous (weekly) | New 23/24 (weekly) Federal (weekly)
Without Dependents $110 $220 $S300
With Dependents $140 $280 $S300

e |n 2023/24, the loan limit increases resulted in a 10 per cent increase in applications for
student financial assistance over the previous fiscal year, and a 70 per cent increase in
provincial disbursements to students. The average provincial disbursement increased
from $3,780 to $5,870.

Repayment Assistance Plan

e In 2023 B.C. strengthened the Repayment Assistance Plan and aligned with the federal
government to increase the income threshold for when a student loan payment is
required, as well as lowering the maximum payment required.

Payment Previous New (23/24)
Income Threshold $25,000 $40,000
Percentage of Total Income 20% 10%

e |tis estimated that changes to the Repayment Assistance Plan will save borrowers
approximately $35.4 million in future repayments over the student loan repayment life
cycle.

B.C. Loan Forgiveness Program

e The B.C. Loan Forgiveness Program provides a benefit to recent graduates working in
select health occupations or working with children in underserved areas with identified
needs throughout the province.

e Participants in the program may have up to 100 per cent of their B.C. student loan
forgiven over a 5-year term (up to 20 per cent forgiven each year).

e Occupations for the B.C. Loan Forgiveness Program are selected based on high-priority
labour market needs identified by partner ministries (HLTH, ECC, MCFD) and eligibility of
training programs for student financial assistance.

e Since introduction of the B.C. Loan Forgiveness Program in 2002, approximately 4,700
graduates have enrolled in the program and a total $34.5 million of debt has been

forgiven.
Contact: Christine Fast Executive Director StudentAid BC gﬁ‘;ﬁggem
Last Update: March 14 2025 Page 2 of 4
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2025/26 Estimates Note

Ministry of
BRITISH | Post-Secondary Education Confidential = Ministerial Advice
COLUMBIA | and Furture Skills Minister: Anne Kang
Appendix A: StudentAid BC Program Expenditure Overview:
Table 1: Federal and Provincial Program Expenditures by Fiscal Year
Programs 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25
(in SM) Actuals Actuals Actuals Actuals Projected
Canada Student Loans $492.005 $375.896 $334.593 $489.950 $523.000
Canada Student Grants $271.811 $301.073 $302.523 $241.252 $218.100
B.C. Student Loans $182.539 $186.056 $179.935 $333.668 $391.700
B.C. Student Grants $59.178 $53.934 $55.129 $66.830 $83.100
Total Funding $1,005.534 | $916.958| $872.180| $1,131.700 | $1,215.900
Table 2: Full- and Part-Time Student Financial Assistance Recipients (FY 2023/24)
Recipient Type # Recipient Type #
Full-Time Recipients 69,046 Part-Time Recipients 6,195

*Full- and part-time recipients are not summative; some students transition between full- and part-time study throughout the
year and are represented in both categories.

Recipient Type #

75,522

Total Unique Recipients

Table 3: Full-Time Student Financial Assistance Recipients Profile (FY 2023/24)*

Demographics By Study Location

Woman 63% (43,157) B.C. Publics 45,511

Single 81% (56,148) B.C. Privates 13,568

Married 15% (10,505) Out of Province in Country 7,706

Single Parent 4% (2,636) Out of Country 2,403

Under 25 Years Old 54% (37,087) By Credential Type

Indigenous Identity 7% (4,517) Graduate 4,462

Permanent or 11% (7,925) Undergraduate 38,698

Prolonged Disability Certificate/Diploma 25,588
Other/Unknown 1,272

*Note: Columns cannot be summed due to overlapping categories. This is due to students having more than one demographic
identifier or changing institutions or programs during the fiscal year and therefore being counted in more than one category.

Contact: Christine Fast Executive Director StudentAid BC Government
Financial
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Table 4: Accounts Receivable (FY 2023/24 Ministry of Finance)
B.C. Student Loan Recipients
Type of Recipient Total Amount
Recipients in Study or Grace 69,406 $478,694,673
Recipients in Repayment 154,769 $915,628,103
Recipients in Default 18,431 $117,998,504
TOTAL Accounts Receivable 242,606 | $1,512,321,280
Contact: Christine Fast Executive Director StudentAid BC (':Bia\ﬁrﬂ;rrent
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Supports for Students with Disabilities

StudentAid BC Accessibility Related Funding Supports and Services for Students
with Disabilities

Key Messages:

The B.C. government is committed to making post-secondary education and training more
accessible for all learners through a variety of support programs.

StudentAid BC administers the Accessibility Supports Framework, a suite of student centred
programs designed to facilitate access to post-secondary education for students with
disabilities.

In 2023/24, StudentAid BC provided over $14.1 million in up-front Provincial disability grant
funding to over 8,500 students.

StudentAid BC works with post-secondary institutions and accessibility service providers to
ensure students with disabilities receive the financial assistance and access to assistive
services and technology they need to be successful.

Key Facts, Data and Background:

e The StudentAid BC Accessibility Supports Framework administers the following:

Financial assistance programs

(@]

(@]

(@]

(@]

(@]

B.C. Access Grant for Students with Disabilities (up to $1,560/year)
B.C. Supplemental Bursary for Students with Disabilities ($800/year)
B.C. Access Grant for Deaf Students (up to $30,000/year)

Canada Student Grant for Students with Disabilities ($2,800/year)

Learning Disability Assessment Bursary (up to $3,500 one-time)

Assistive services and technology

(@]

@]

Canada Student Grant for Services and Equipment for Students with Disabilities (up

to $20,000/year)

B.C. Assistance Program for Students with Disabilities (up to $12,000/year).

e The Ministry provides funding to the Accessibility Services Offices at all 25 public post-
secondary institutions through annual block operating grants.

) . . . . Government
Contact: Christine Fast Executive Director StudentAid BC Financial
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e Staff at the Accessibility Services Offices provide academic accommodations and
accessibility services to students with disabilities, as well as access to StudentAid BC funded
Centralized Accessibility Services which support access to:

o Accessible digital and alternate format resource materials
o American Sign Language practitioners and captioning services
o Loans of assistive technology

e The number of students with disabilities receiving financial assistance increased by
approximately 22 per cent between 2022/23 and 2023/24, resulting in increased
accessibility program expenditures of approximately $2.6 million. The number of students is
projected to further increase by 16 per cent in 2024/25, resulting in increased expenditures
of $S4 million.

FY 24/25
FY 22/23 FY 23/24 (Projected)
Numb f SFA ipients with
umber of SrArecipients with a 7,290 8,895 10,280
disability
Accessibility Grants $11,095,000 | $14,140,000 | $17,440,000
Other Accessibility Support Programs $4,470,000 $4,025,000 $4,775,000

Accessible Education and Training:

e Accessible Education and Training programs for students with cognitive or
developmental disabilities are offered at 14 public post-secondary institutions and are
funded through annual block operating grants.

e Approximately 785 learners access Accessible Education and Training programs each
year.

e These programs provide literacy, numeracy, life skills, and employment training for
students with cognitive disabilities or a combination of learning difficulties that often
hinder further education, employment, or independence.

e Accessible Education and Training students can access the Adult Upgrading Grant to
cover their education-related costs, including tuition, mandatory fees, books,
technology, materials, eligible childcare expenses, and transportation.

G t
Contact: Christine Fast Executive Director StudentAid BC Fiﬁ\;ﬁggen
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Tuition Limit Policy

The Tuition Limit Policy, as it relates to student affordability and public post-
secondary institutions’ financial sustainability.

Key Messages:

Government is committed to an accessible and affordable post-secondary education system,
to ensure people have opportunities to meet their education and employment goals.

We continue to maintain an annual cap of 2 per cent for domestic tuition and fees.

This ensures tuition and fee increases remain low and predictable — providing stability and
certainty so students and their families can plan for the costs of education.

Our government supports student affordability through various other measures, including:
eliminating student loan interest, investing in the needs-based B.C. Access Grant and
affordable student housing, and expanding the tuition waiver for former youth in care.

If asked about the Tuition Limit Policy in relation to institutional revenue:

The Ministry is continuing to review how operations at B.C.’s public post-secondary
institutions are funded to ensure they have the resources to support student success in
these financially challenging times.

If asked about international student tuition:

Government’s new guidelines encourage institutions to set international tuition at a level
that covers direct costs and overhead, so that taxpayers do not subsidize international
students.

Key Facts, Data and Background:

e Established in 2005, the Tuition Limit Policy limits domestic tuition increases to

2 per cent annually. The Policy was expanded in 2007 to include mandatory fees.

o The primary intent of the Policy is to ensure increases remain low and predictable,
providing stability for students and their families in planning for the costs of
education.

o ltis alsointended to create an appropriate balance of costs between students,
institutions, and taxpayers so students have affordable access to a post-secondary
education system that is sustainable over the long term.

o According to 2024/25 Statistics Canada data, B.C. has the fourth lowest
undergraduate tuition for all provinces in Canada — lower than Prince Edward Island,
Alberta, Ontario, New Brunswick, Saskatchewan, and Nova Scotia.

o The Tuition Limit Policy does not apply to international student tuition.

Contact: Jamie Edwardson, Executive Director Strategic Policy & Initiatives Branch 778-698-1942
Last Updated: March 13, 2025 Page 1 of 2
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e Student groups have advocated for changes to the Policy, including requests to freeze or
reduce tuition levels, and to expand application of the policy to international tuition.

e Public post-secondary institutions have highlighted challenges relating to:

o Allowable increases not covering actual costs of offering more expensive programs
(e.g., technology, health, and trades programs).

o Ability to update long-standing mandatory fees, where services change (e.g.,
technology) or include variable costs (e.g., field trip costs for fuel or lodging).

e With recent inflationary pressures and decreasing international tuition revenue, many
institutions face increased financial pressures and are seeking ways to increase revenue
and decrease costs.

e Astuition is a component of overall public post-secondary institution revenue, the
Tuition Limit Policy may be considered in conjunction with broader funding decisions.

International Student Tuition (see Tab 25)
e International student tuition at public post-secondary institutions is set by the Board of
Governors of each institution, independent of government.

e Government’s current guidelines encourage institutions to set international tuition at a
level that covers direct costs and overhead, so that taxpayers do not subsidize
international students.

e OnlJanuary 29, 2024, the ministry announced it would implement new enrolment
guidelines for public institutions that set expectations that public post-secondary
institutions provide international students with transparent tuition fee costs over the
standard duration of the student’s study program, including any maximum expected
increases in tuition.

Contact: Jamie Edwardson, Executive Director Strategic Policy & Initiatives Branch 778-698-1942
Last Updated: March 13, 2025 Page 2 of 2
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Title: Declaration Act Action Plan — PSFS Items

Issue: Summary of PSFS DAAP Actions and Implementation Progress

Key Messages:

e We are working closely with Indigenous partners and other lead Ministries to
advance our Declaration Act Action Plan commitments.

e My Ministry leads four specific actions and supports another five actions led by
the Ministry of Education and Childcare or the Ministry of Indigenous Relations
and Reconciliation.

e We take our lead from Indigenous partners in terms of which actions are of
higher priority for them and their capacity to engage in the work.

Key Facts, Data and Background:

e The Ministry is the lead on four Declaration Act Action Plan (DAAP) actions and supports an
additional five actions led by other Ministries (see Attachment).

e The four actions that the Ministry leads are all in progress, specifically:

Action 1.8: Indigenous Institutes — First Nations Mandated Post-Secondary Institutes Act
passed in May 2024. Continuing to collaborate on regulations, policies and procedures to
implement the Act. Work with Métis Nation BC on a Métis Institute continues.

Action 1.9: Native Education College — Ministry staff are working with NEC staff to bring it
into alignment with public institution standards.; Urban Indigenous Youth Education Project —
business case development underway.

Action 4.05: Indigenous Policy Framework — Work will begin in 2025/26 with Indigenous and
sector partners. Work on two sub-components - the Aboriginal Service Plan and Student
Housing has been underway for some time.

Action 4.41: Indigenous Skills Training and Education Funding — some funding allocated
directly to First Nations and Métis partners as well as First Nations and urban organizations. A
program review is planned for 2025/26.

e The Ministry supports five actions led by other Ministries:

Action 3.3 (ECC lead): Indigenous-specific Racism Review - Early discussions have occurred
with partners.

Action 4.2 (ECC lead): Recruitment and Retention of Indigenous Teachers — A Call for
Community-Based Teacher Education proposals has concluded and projects will begin in the
coming months.

Contact: Carrie Dusterhoft  Director, Policy & Planning Indigenous Policy and Engagement Government

Financial
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Action 4.18 (ECC lead): First Nations Children and Youth in Care — work is progressing on
implementation of a Workplan.

Action 4.29 (MIRR lead with ECC): Strategy for Revitalization of Indigenous Languages —
work has not started.

Action 4.30 (MIRR lead): Support Indigenous Language Revitalization — some funding has
been secured to support the Indigenous Language Fluency Degree, additional resources
required.

e DAAP reporting occurs twice per year to inform Cabinet (Fall and Spring) and reporting to the
public annually in June.

e Reporting is reviewed by key Indigenous partners and any feedback is discussed/incorporated
prior to the Ministry finalizing submissions to the Ministry of Indigenous Relations and
Reconciliation.

e Work on each action item is performed in consultation and cooperation with Indigenous
partners, respecting their priorities and capacity.

. . . . . . Government
Contact: Carrie Dusterhoft  Director, Policy & Planning Indigenous Policy and Engagement Financial
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Attachment - Status of PSFS Declaration Act Action Plan Actions
PSFS-led Action Plan Actions
Item Status Next Steps

1.8 (PSFS only)

Recognize the integral role of
Indigenous-led post-
secondary institutes as a key
pillar of B.C.’s post-secondary
system through the provision
of core funding, capacity
funding and the development
of legislation. This includes
institutes mandated by First
Nations, as well as a Métis
post-secondary institute
being developed by Métis
Nation BC.

e The First Nations Mandated Post-
Secondary Institutes (FNMPSI) Act
received Royal Assent on May 16, 2024,

e Legislation recognizes FNMPSI as a key
pillar of the post-secondary system in
BC and commits the Minister to provide
ongoing operational and capacity
funding to institutes that meet the
eligibility criteria.

e Through the StrongerBC: Action Plan,
PSFS secured:

- $6 million in annual ongoing operating
funding for eligible First Nations
Mandated Institutes and

- $450,000 in annual ongoing capacity
funding.

e The Ministry is working in
cooperation and collaboration
with the First Nations
Education Steering
Committee (FNESC), the
Indigenous Adult Higher
Learning Association (IAHLA),
and First Nations to develop
regulations, policies, and
procedures required for

implementation.
oCabinet Confidences

® The Ministry continues to provide
funding towards planning and
implementation of the business plan for
a Métis post-secondary institute carried
out by Métis Nation BC.

1.9 (PSFS and Infrastructure)
A) Work with the Nicola
Valley Institute of
Technology, and the Urban
Native Youth Association to
co-develop an urban
Indigenous centre that
supports the childcare,
housing and post-secondary
needs of Indigenous learners,
and

B) strengthen the capacity of
the Native Education College
to provide culturally relevant
post-secondary opportunities
for urban Indigenous
learners.

A) The Province funded the business case
development for the Urban Indigenous
Youth Education Project in collaboration
with the Urban Native Youth Association
(UNYA) and Nicola Valley Institute of
Technology (NVIT) aiming to establish a
new Indigenous youth center in Vancouver
and serve as NVIT's Vancouver campus.

A) Plans are being developed to
establish a hub in East
Vancouver co-locating several
services for Indigenous people,
in particular Indigenous youth:
housing, a post-secondary
campus, a community youth
centre and childcare.

B) The Ministry of Post-Secondary
Education and Future Skills and Native
Education College (NEC) are working
together on capacity building, including the
Ministry providing both ongoing annual and
one-time funding.

B) NEC nears completion of
plans to align with other public
post-secondary institutions (e.g.
staffing, policies, bylaws,
governance).

4.05 (PSFS only)
Co-develop a policy
framework for Indigenous
post-secondary education
and skills training that
includes:

e The development of a new Policy
Framework was sequenced after the
First Nations institutes legislation and
work is expected to get underway in
2025/26.

® C(Collaborative work will
continue in 2025/26.

Contact: Carrie Dusterhoft  Director, Policy & Planning
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There has been some progress on sub
elements of the Action as identified
below.

o Supporting post-secondary
institutions to be more
culturally relevant and
responsive to the needs of
First Nations, Métis, and
Inuit learners and
communities;

This will be addressed as the
Framework is further developed.

Collaborative work will
continue in 2025/26.

o Expanding the Aboriginal
Service Plan (ASP) program
to all 25 public post-
secondary institutions;

The Aboriginal Service Plan program
expanded to all 25 public post-
secondary institutions in 2022-23.

Collaborative work on
detailed program
parameters will continue
through 2025/26.

o Ensuring that Indigenous
learners have access to
student housing that is safe,
inclusive, and enables them

Student housing mechanisms have been
developed collaboratively with FNESC

and MINBC to expand priority access for
Indigenous learners and former youth in

Implementation is underway
in the sector. Discussions in
progress with FNESC and
MNBC on refinements based

on Distinctions Based
Approach.

to thrive personally, care learners.
academically, and
culturally;

o Developing mechanisms for | e
First Nations, Métis and
Inuit learners and
communities to play an
integral role in public post-
secondary institutions’

decision-making; and

Collaborative work will
continue in 2025/26.

This will be addressed as the .
Framework is further developed.

On hold Cabinet Confidences
Cabinet Confidences

o Identifying legislative .
amendments needed to
ensure all public post-
secondary institution
boards include at least one
Indigenous person.

4.41 (PSFS and SDPR) .

Work with First Nations,

Métis chartered communities

and urban Indigenous

organizations to provide
funding for self-determined,
community-led programs for
Indigenous Peoples to .
upgrade skills, obtain
credentials, secure
employment, and develop

and support community .

economies.

Currently being addressed through .
policy.Cabinet Confidences

Cabinet Confidences

PSFS has been using an
interim approach to the
administration of the
Indigenous Skills Training
and Education program.

A tentative plan to engage
on the program approach
with FNESC, IAHLA, First
Nations, First Nations
partners, MNBC, BC
Association of Aboriginal
Friendship Centres, and
urban Indigenous
organizations, is anticipated
for 2025/26.

PSFS provides provincial funding to .
FNESC, First Nations, Métis Nation BC,
and the BC Association of Aboriginal
Friendship Centres for community-
based skills training and education that
meets self-determined labour market .
development needs and priorities.

The Ministry of Social Development and
Poverty Reduction (SDPR) provided
$27.3 million in strategic investment
initiatives during 2023 to 2026.

This includes $4 million to the First
Nations Public Service Secretariat (FNPSS
to plan and deliver programming to
increase the employment of First Nations

Indigenous Policy and Engagement Sovernment
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Conduct an external review
of Indigenous-specific racism
and discrimination in the
provincial public education
system, and create a
strategy, including resources
and supports, to address
findings.

Nations Leadership Council (FNLC) in
August 2023, the scope of work on this
action has expanded to include post-
secondary education.

ECC, PSFS, FNESC, and FNLC have
established a Technical Table to discuss
Terms of Reference, potential
reviewers, review process and a
workplan.

BRITISH Post-Secondary Education
COLUMBIA | and Furture Skills Minister: Anne Kang
people in First Nations public sector
administration.
e The remaining $23.3 million was
provided to the New Relationship Trust
(NRT) to establish an Indigenous Labour
Market fund to support First Nations
governments and Indigenous
organizations.
e As of February 2025, NRT has approved
38 projects for a total of $4.68 million.
Actions Led by Other Ministries (PSFS supports)
Item Status Next Steps
3.3 (ECC) e Asaresult of a request from First e Discussions with FNESC,

FNLC, ECC, and PSFS are
underway.

Métis Nation British
Columbia (MNBC) will also
be engaged in the work to
represent the needs of Métis
students in BC.

4.2 (ECC and PSFS)

Develop and implement an
effective recruitment and
retention strategy to increase
the number of Indigenous
teachers in the K-12 public
education system.

FNESC, IAHLA, ECC, and PSFS are
working collaboratively to co-develop
initiatives to support the training,
recruitment and retention of First
Nations teachers.

A sub-working group was developed to
launch a call for proposals for
community-based teacher education
programs.

Call for proposals for First
Nations community-based
teacher education has
concluded.

PSFS is working with
successful proponents on
funding arrangements.

Consultations with MNBC
have occurred and PSFS is
currently finalizing the
approach for Métis teacher
recruitment and retention.

4.18 (ECC, MCFD, and PSFS)
As committed to in the First
Nations Children and Youth
in Care Protocol, co-develop
and implement measures to
support improved education
outcomes of current and
former First Nation children
and youth in care, including
meaningful data collection to
nform policy planning and
service delivery.

The Technical Table, consisting of
FNESC, FNLC, ECC, PSFS, and MCFD,
developed a First Nation Children and
Youth in Care Protocol Workplan and
Terms of Reference.

Both documents were approved by
Ministers and First Nations Leadership
at the Oversight Table in November
2023.

The protocol includes bi-annual
Oversight Table meetings (inc. Ministers
and First Nations leadership).

The Technical Table meets
monthly to implement
workplan actions.

The Oversight Table
normally meets twice
annually, with Spring 2025 as
the next planned meeting.

Contact: Carrie Dusterhoft  Director, Policy & Planning
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4.29 (IRR, PSFS, and ECC)
Establish an Indigenous-led
working group to develop a
strategy for the revitalization
of Indigenous languages in
B.C., including potential
legislative supports.

ECC, IRR, and PSFS had been working
together to develop a draft workplan to
apply a sequenced, distinctions-based
approach (DBA) for engaging with
Indigenous partners.

Planning work to engage partners was
paused late in 2024.

First Nations partners have
raised considerations
relevant to Action 4.29 that
require time for government
to understand and address.
Further planning is expected
to resume in 2025/26.

4.30 (IRR and PSFS)

Support Indigenous language
revitalization through
sustainable funding.

PSFS is working with FNESC and |IAHLA
to support the implementation of the
Indigenous Language Fluency Degree
(ILFD) Framework.

First Nations, First Nations-mandated
post-secondary institutes, and public
post-secondary institutions partner to
deliver degree programs in First Nations
languages.

Through the StrongerBC: Action Plan
funding, the Ministry of Post Secondary
Education and Future Skills will provide
$1 million annually over three years
(2023/24-2025/26, $3 million total).

The Ministry continues to
support the work of the six
ILFD program sites.
Additional funding is needed
to fully support the program
sites and to ensure that PSls
can meet First Nation
community needs for
language programs.

Contact: Carrie Dusterhoft  Director, Policy & Planning
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