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2025/26 Estimates Debate

Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Issue: Budget 2025 Summary

Recommended Response:

e The 2025/26 estimates budget is $221.318M, representing
an increase of $7.051M compared to the original 2024/25
estimates of $214.267M.

e The 2024/25 restated estimates of $219.449M represents an
increase of $5.182M for Inter-Ministry Transfers:

e $5.086M - Budget Realignments due to restructuring and
Budget Transfer for fleet inventory from the Ministry of
Forests.

e $0.096M - Budget Transfer for fleet inventory from the
Ministry of Environment and Parks.

e The 2025/26 estimates budget is an increase of $1.869M, or
0.85 percent, compared to the restated 2024/25 estimates of
$219.449M.

e Base Budget Lifts of $1.869M include:
e $0.103M — Base Budget adjustment for WLRS Minister’s
Office.

e $1.766M — Shared Recovery Mandate lifts

Prepared for 2025/26 Estimates Debate
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2025/26 Estimates Debate

Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship

Key Facts:
Budget 2025 Summary Per Divisions

The 2024/25 Estimates (Restated) column reflect changes in WLRS’ core businesses

and associated budgets.

2024/25 2024/25 2025/26 Variance

Estimates Estimates Estimates (M)

(Original) | (Restated) (Sm)

(sm) ($M)

Ministry Operations by Core Business
Land Use Planning and Cumulative Effects 58.428 39.724 39.917 0.193
Resource Stewardship 41.365 37.547 37.761 0.214
Water, Fisheries and Coast 14.244 22.460 22.608 0.148
Natural Resource Information and Digital Services 28.803 29.716 30.134 0.418
Reconciliation, Lands and Natural Resource Policy 11.610 14.874 14.964 0.090
Permitting Transformation 29.516 44,523 44913 0.390
Executive and Support Services 29.801 30.105 30.521 0.416
Crown Land Special Account 0.500 0.500 0.500 -
Total Ministry Operations 214.267 219.449 221.318 1.869
April 2024 Plan 214.267 214.267 214.267 -
Total Inter-Ministry Transfers 5.182 5.182 -
Total Base Budget Lifts - 1.869 1.869
February 2025 Plan 214.267 219.449 221.318 1.869
Percentage Change 0.85%

Date Prepared/Revised: February 18, 2025

Ministry Executive Sponsor:
Name: Sonja Martins, ADM/EFO

Alternate Contact for Issue:
Name: Tamra McQuitty, CFO

Phone: (250) 889-1774

Phone: (250) 882-4429

Prepared for 2025/26 Estimates Debate
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2025/26 Estimates Debate

Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Issue: Budget Transfer Summary: Between Ministry of Forest, Ministry of
Environment and Parks and Ministry of Water, Land and Resource
Stewardship

Recommend Response:
Budget Realignments due to Restructuring

e On October 19, 2023, an Order in Council was issued for the
rebalancing between the Ministry of Forests (FOR) and the
Ministry of Water, Land and Resouce Stewardship.

e Following the rebalancing, a comprehensive review was
completed after fiscal year end 2023/2024, to identify
remaining adjustments required between the ministries.

e As aresult of the review, $4.771M was identified to be
transferred form FOR to WLRS.

Budget Transfer for WLRS Fleet Inventory

e As part of Budget 2024, the Ministries of Forests (FOR),
Water, Land and Resources Stewardship (WLRS), and
Environment and Parks (ENV) were directed by Treasury
Board to determine the appropriate amount of funding that
should be transferred to WLRS to support 25 vehicles that
were received from these ministries as part of the October
2023 OIC.

e FOR transferred $0.315M in operational budget and
$0.270M of Capital Budget.

e ENV transferred $0.096M in operational budget and
$0.060M of Capital Budget.

Prepared for 2025/26 Estimates Debate
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2025/26 Estimates Debate

Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Key Facts:

oooooo

Operating Budget Impacts ($M)

FOR divisions transferred budget to WLRS (Note 1) 5.086

ENV division transferred budget to WLRS (Note 2) 0.096

Total 5.182
Capital Budget Impacts ($M)

FOR divisions transferred budget to WLRS (Note 3) 0.270

ENV division transferred budget to WLRS (Note 3) 0.060

Total 0.333

Note 1: Details for $5.086 Operating Budget transfer from FOR to WLRS:
e $0.305M: Right sizing IM/IT Critical Maintenance Budgets
e $4.466M: Budget Realignment related to the October 2023 OIC
e $0.315M: To support the creation of the WLRS Fleet as per Budget 2024
direction

Note 2: Details for $0.096M Operating Budget transfer from ENV to WLRS:
e $0.096M: To support the creation of the WLRS Fleet as per Budget 2024
direction

Note 3: Details for $0.333M Capital Budget transfer:
e $0.270M: To support the creation of the WLRS Fleet as per Budget 2024
direction from FOR to WLRS
e $0.060M: To support the creation of the WLRS Fleet as per Budget 2024
direction from ENV to WLRS

Date Prepared/Revised: February 18, 2025

Ministry Executive Sponsor:

Name: Sonja Martins, ADM/EFO Phone: (250) 889-1774
Alternate Contact for Issue:
Name: Tamra McQuitty, CFO Phone: (250) 882-4429

Prepared for 2025/26 Estimates Debate
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2025/26 Estimates Debate

Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Issue: Minister’s Office Budget

Recommend Response:
e For FY 2025/26, the Minister’s Office budget is $979,000.
e The increase of $103,000 over FY 2024/25 includes:
e $103,000 — Budget Adjustment from Premier’s Office
e The Salary and Benefits budget of $819,000 supports 8

FTEs:
Positions 2025/26 |Name
Estimates
Minister 1 Honourable Randene Neill
Chief of Staff 1 Seamus Wolfe
Ministerial Advisor Lisa Dekleer; Jordan Van Schaik;
3 Marshall Scott-Bigsby
Executive Assistant 1 Erin Osbourne
Administrative Coordinator 1 Hailey Walters
Administrative Assistant 1 Isabella Lindsey
Ministers Office Total 8

Prepared for Budget 2025
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2025/26 Estimates Debate

Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Key Facts:

e $74,000 — Lift to Salary and Benefits Budget
e $29,000 - Lift to Operating Budget

20_2 <les 2025/26 | 2026/27 | 2027/28 .

. s Estimates Estimates | Estimates | Estimates Variance
STOB |STOB Description Restated
S50EA  |Base Salaries 490,000 | 587,000 AoveeRecommendatone. on | 97,000
5298 Employee Benefits 124,000 | 148,000 24,000
52EA Legislative Salaries - Indemnities 38,000 24,000 - 14,000
54EA Legislative Salaries 93,000 60,000 - 33,000
Salary and Benefits Sub-total 745,000 | 819,000 74,000
57EA Public Service Travel Expenses 71,000 | 100,000 29,000
63EA Information Systems - Operating 12,000 12,000 -
65EA Office and Business Exenses 17,000 17,000 -
82EA Legislative Assembly 15,000 15,000 -
85EA Other Expenses 16,000 16,000 -
Operating Sub-total 131,000 | 160,000 29,000
Total 876,000 | 979,000

Date Prepared/Revised: February 13, 2025

Ministry Executive Sponsor:
Name: Sonja Martins, ADM/EFO

Program Contact for Issue:
Name: Tamra McQuitty, CFO

Phone: (250) 889-1774

Phone: (250) 882-4429

Prepared
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MINISTRY OF WATER, LAND AND RESOURCE
STEWARDSHIP

Vote 46: Ministry Operations

DRAFT
February 18, 2025
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MINISTRY OF WATER, LAND AND RESOURCE STEWARDSHIP
2025/26 Budget Highlights

OPERATING BUDGET: $221.318M (Increase of $1.869M, or 0.85%, from 2024/25 Restated)
Budget Lifts: $1.869M

WLRS Minister Office Budget Lift $0.103M
Shared Recovery Wage Mandate $1.766M

Inter-Ministry Program Transfers: $5.182M

1. Budget Realignments to create the WLRS Fleet
From Ministry of Forest $0.315M
From Ministry of Environment and Parks $0.096M

2. Other Budget Realignments
From Ministry of Forest S4.771M

See Inter-Ministry Program Transfer worksheet for specific details on individual transfers.
CAPITAL BUDGET: $0.333M
1. Budget 2025 provides $0.333M as recurring CRF capital funding.
Office Furniture and Equipment $0.003M
Fleet Replacement $0.330M
FTEs/ STAFFING:
FTEs - 2,314 Approved

1. Budget 2024 included funding for 2,250 FTEs.
2. Budget 2025 adds 64 FTEs as part of the Budget Realighments from FOR

Staffing
1. As of February 1, 2025, the WLRS Headcount is 2,357, with 2,253 Active and 104 On Leave
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A April 2024 Plan
Vote 46 - Ministry Operations

Total April 2024 Plan

Year-to-year change in 2024/25 Service Plan (See Key Facts - Budget Summary) -

MINISTRY OF WATER, LAND AND RESOURCE STEWARDSHIP
2025/26 Budget Briefing
THREE YEAR BUDGET CHANGES FROM FEBRUARY 2025 PLAN

2024/25 2026/27 2027/28
Estimates Plan Plan
Advice/Recommendations;
214.267

Government Financial
Information

Inter-Ministry Transfers

Budget Realignment - from Ministry of Forest
Budget Realignment - From Ministry of Environment and Parks

Total Inter-Ministry Transfers

Base Budget Lifts (Reductions)
WLRS Minister Office Budget Lift
Shared Recovery Wage Mandate
Total Base Budget Lifts (Reductions)

Total Transfers and Adjustments

Year-to-year change in 2024/25 Service Plan

5.086
0.096
5.182

5.182

5.182
2.42%

February 2025 Plan
Vote 46 - Ministry Operations

Total February 2025 Plan
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MINISTRY OF WATER, LAND AND RESOURCE STEWARDSHIP
2025/26 Budget Briefing
THREE YEAR BUDGET CHANGES FROM FEBRUARY 2025 PLAN

2024/25
Restated 2025/26
Inter-Ministry Transfers Estimates Estimate
0.096 0.096
Budget Realignment - from ENV 0.096 0.096
0.315 0.315
0.397 0.397
0.305 0.305
0.512 0.512
3.557 3.557
Budget Realignment - from FOR 5.086 5.086
Total Inter-Ministry Transfers 5.182 5.182

E-Form#
TO04165

T004166

T004167

1004168

T004169

T004170

Note
To support the creation of the WLRS Fleet as per Budget 2024 direction

To support the creation of the WLRS Fleet as per Budget 2024 direction

Additional positions related to Budget Realignments due to restructuring between
FOR/WLRS

Right sizing IM/IT Critical Maintenance Budgets due to restructuring between FOR/WLRS

Overhead for additional positions related to Budget Realignments due to restructuring
between FOR/WLRS

Additional positions related to Budget Realignments due to restructuring between
FOR/WLRS
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MINISTRY OF WATER, LAND AND RESOURCE STEWARDSHIP
2025/26 Budget Briefing
THREE YEAR BUDGET CHANGES FROM FEBRUARY 20245PLAN

2024/25 2026/27 2027/28
Estimates Plan Plan
A April 2024 Plan
Vote 46 - Ministry Operations 0.003 Advice/Recommendations:
Government Financial
nformation

Total April 2024 Plan 0.003

Year-to-year change in 202425 Service Plan -

B Inter-Ministry Transfers
Budget Realignment - From Ministry of Forests -
Budget Realignment - From Ministry of Environment and Parks -

Total Inter-Ministry Transfers

Year-to-year change in 2025/26 Service Plan -

2024/25 2026/27 2027/28
Restated Plan Plan
Estimates

D February 2025 Plan Advice/Recommendations:

Vote 46 - Ministry Operations 0.003 Gavernment Financial

Information
Total February 2025 Plan

vice/Recommendations;
overnment Financial
nformation
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MINISTRY OF WATER, LAND AND RESOURCE STEWARDSHIP

2025/26 Budget Briefing
Budget 2025 Summary (M)
2024/25 | 202425 | 2025/26 | Variance
i i i (5M)
(Original) | (Restated) ($M)
($M1) ($M)
Ministry Operations by Core Business
Land Use Planning and Cumulative Effects 58.428 39.724 39.917 0.193
Resource Stewardship 41.365 37.547 37.761 0.214
‘Water, Fisheries and Coast 14.244 22.460 22.608 0.148
Matural Resource Information and Digital Services 28.803 29.716 30.134 0.418
Reconciliation, Lands and Natural Resource Policy 11.610 14.874 14.964 0.030
Permitting Transformation 25.516 44.523 44.913 0.390
Executive and Support Services 29.801 30.105 30.521 0.416
Crown Land Special Account 0.500 0.500 0.500 -
Total Ministry Operations 214,267 219.449 221.318 1.869
April 2024 Plan 214.267 214.267 214.267 -
Total Inter-Ministry Transfers 5.182 5.182 -
Total Base Budget Lifts - 1.869 1.869
February 2025 Plan 214.267 219.449 221.318 1.869
Percentage Change 0.85%
2024/25 | FOR/WLRS | WLRS Fleet MiT STOB 2024/25 Shared Minister | Historical | 2025/26
Estimates | Rebalancing ($m) Rebalancing| Neutral Estimates | Recovery |Office Uplift| Estimates | Estimates
(Original) ($M) ($M) Adj (Restated) | Mandat ($M) Shift (sM)
(sM) (sM) (sM) ($m) (sM)
Land Use Planning and Cumulative Effects 58.428 0.029 (18.733) 39.724] 0.189 0.004 39.917
Resource Stewardship 41.365 (0.475) (3.343) 37.547 0.221 (0.007) 37.761
Water, Fisheries and Coast 14.244 0.233 7.983 22.460| 0.144 0.004 22.608
Matural Resource Information and Digital Services 28.803 0.298 0.615 29.716| 0.425 (0.007) 30.134
Reconciliation, Lands and Natural Resource Policy 11.610 1611 1.653 14.874 0.088 0.002 14.964|
Permitting Transformation 29.516 1.551 13.056| 44,523 0.386| 0.004 44.913
Executive and Support Services 29.801 0.819 0.411 0.305 (1.231) 30.105 0.313 0.103 30.521
Crown Land Special Account 0.500 - 0.500) - - 0.500)
Total Base Budget 214.267| 4.466| 0.411 0.305 -] 219.449| 1.766| 0.103 -] 221.318

Page 16 of 592 2025 Estimate Notes




2025/26 Estimates Debate

Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Issue: Budget 2025 Revenue

Recommend Response:

The 2025/26 WLRS Revenue is forecast to be $613.000M and
includes revenues from: Water Resources, Wildlife Act fees and
licences, and Crown Land Real Estate Earnings.

Other Natural Resources Revenue

Water Resources revenue for FY2025/26 shows increased
revenue expectations as drought conditions decrease across the
province.

e Water Resources revenue is 97 percent from about 250
power producers, and 3 percent from 30,000 other licensed
water users in the province, from domestic usage to the
Greater Vancouver Water District supplying all of Vancouver
with water.

e 100 percent of net angling revenue is allocated to
Freshwater Fisheries Society BC annually.

Crown Land Revenue

e Crown Land revenue categories include tenures, land sales
and royalties and other interest and other income.

e Crown land revenue is generated from all regions within the
province.

e 2025/26 Crown Land revenue shows an increase due to the

Surplus Property Program (SPP) shifting sales from 2024/25
to 2025/26.

Prepared for 2025/26 Estimates Debate
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2025/26 Estimates Debate

Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Key Facts:

e Total Ministry Revenue as from the 2025/2026 Budget Forecast by major
category is $613.000M in 2025/26; &eic=recommencdt iy 2026/27; andine. o in

G tFi ial Government Financial
2027/28 |n?§fr:1naq?ﬁenn e Informatinn

e The “Other Natural Resources” category aligns with the corresponding row in
Table A9 of the 2025/26 Budget and Fiscal Plan.

e Crown land and other revenue do not have their own separate line items and are
rolled up with other revenue sources in the Budget and Fiscal plan.

TOTAL REVENUE ($, Millions)

Ministry Revenue Category 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28
Revised Budget Target Target
Forecast Forecast  ,jiicermecommendaations:

Other Natural Resources Revenue 456 513 Government Financial Information

Crown Land 76 100

Other CRF Revenue 1 1

Total Ministry Revenue 533 613

OTHER NATURAL RESOURCES REVENUE ($, Millions)

Ministry Revenue Category 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28
Revised Budget Target Target
Forecast Forecast AdvicefRecommend_ations; _

Water Resou rees 383 443 Government Financial Information

Water Recoveries 50 50

Wildlife Act Fees & Licenses 10 10

Fish and Wildlife Recoveries 13 10 |

Other Natural Resources Revenue 456 513

CROWN LAND REVENUE ($, Millions)

Ministry Revenue Category 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28
Revised Budget Target Target
ForecaSt ForecaSt Advice/Recommendations;

La nd Ten ure 57 55 Government Financial Information

Net Land Sales 4 9

Net SPP Sales (0) 18

Land Royalties 14 17

Interest and Other Income 2 1 n

Total 76 100

Prepared for 2025/26 Estimates Debate
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2025/26 Estimates Debate

Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

*Note: totals may not add up due to rounding

Date Updated: April 02, 2025
Ministry Executive Sponsor:

Name: Sonja Martins, ADM/EFO Phone: 250 889-1774
Alternate Contact for Issue:
Name: Trevor Miller, Director, Revenue Phone: 778-698-9496

Prepared for 2025/26 Estimates Debate
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WLRS Approvals - Information for the Deputy Minister

The only approvals received so far are 12 positions that were active requisitions in
February.

e Financial position - position funding is recoverable — submits financial recoveries for
emergency/safety activities for the sector

e Land and Resource Specialist — supports Collaborative Indigenous Stewardship
Forums

e Dam Safety positions x2

e Aquatic Ecosystem —funding recovered from DFAA

e [T positions — mostly supporting BCWS activities

e (Geospatial Analyst — supports permitting

Positions that the Deputy Minister has approved to be submitted:

e Fish & Wildlife Tech positions — auxiliaries

e Dam Safety positions x5

e Policy Analyst supporting Land Act tenures in title areas supporting resolution with
title holders and 3™ parties

o Biologist auxiliary position — funding is recovered from DFO

e Front counter positions supporting permitting x2

e Director - statutory decision maker for the Water Sustainability Act

e Radio Communications supporting BCWS

e Director, Finance —reporting, forecasting for AF & ENV
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2025/26 Estimates Debate

Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Issue: Modern Land Use Planning (Provincial Overall — explaining the program
approach)

Recommend Response:

e WLRS has been mandated to “continue land use planning with
First Nations, industry, and local communities”.

e Modernized land use planning (LUP) sets strategic direction to
guide sustainable resource stewardship and management of
provincial public land and waters that meets economic,
environmental, social, and cultural objectives.

e LUP applies a partnership model centered on building lasting
relationships and trust between First Nations and the Government
of British Columbia.

e Engagement occurs iteratively throughout an LUP process to
ensure the values, interests, and perspectives of all affected
parties are understood and considered.

e LUP provides a pathway to balancing our shared values by
increasing economic predictability for natural resource sectors,
addressing critical mineral interests in key areas, reaching BC's
commitments to achieving 30 percent protection of public lands by
2030 and advancing reconciliation through the implementation of
the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act.

e The LUP program receives $7.78M annually to support program
development and the advancement of 15 projects throughout the
province.

Additional Response points (if needed):

e The LUP program is collaborating with the Forest Landscape
Planning and Water Sustainability Planning program to ensure the
provincial approach to strategic and operational planning is
aligned/coordinated.

e First Nations in some areas have declared Indigenous Protected
and Conserved Areas (IPCA’s) within their territories that are an
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expression of their vision for the use of the land that can include a
wide variety of management objectives.

e Addressing IPCA proposals is best managed through publicly
involved land use planning projects that are conducted in
partnership with First Nations, and those projects should occur
where there are land use conflicts or where new land use
objectives are needed.

Key Facts:

e LUP provides an opportunity to resolve land use conflicts at the local level. Strategic
planning helps to define ‘what’ can occur and ‘where’ in a planning area and supports
improved land base predictability and certainty.

e The annual LUP budget supports technical planning staff in regions; policy and project
coordination in branch; and planning-focused positions within the Ministry of Indigenous
Relations and Reconciliation and the Ministry of Mining and Critical Minerals.

e Capacity funding is sought annually from the Indigenous Funding Program to support
First Nations participation in LUP (Avg. $1.3M annually).

e Other funding mechanisms including those flowing from the Tripartite Framework
Agreement on Nature Conservation and Conservation Finance Mechanism may assist
in advancing conservation commitments through LUP.

¢ Projects that are advancing through the four stages of the planning process include:

¢ Plan Implementation: Namgis-BC: Gwani Project. An implementation plan is developed
at this stage and includes implementation of legal tools used to give effect to the LUP, a
communication plan, monitoring, governance structures, and a financial plan.

e Plan Development: Northwest (Tahltan-B.C. LUP; Gitanyow-Nisga’a-B.C.: Meziadin
Salmon Habitat Plan; Kaska-B.C. LUP; Taku River Tlingit-B.C.: Taku River Watershed
Plan) Shishalh- BC LUP on the coast and Northeast (Doig River-BC LUP; Blueberry River-
BC Water Management Basin Plan; Halfway River-BC Adaptive Management Plan; Liard-
BC LUP). Plan Development will involve:

o Explore new combinations of land use zones, objectives, and associated impacts
including the identification of candidate conservation areas.

o Explore the need for interim management measures such as and No Registration
Reserves and other legal tools that may be used to limit sector activities such as
mineral claims in areas with low mineral potential to enable greater predictability
and development opportunities in areas with high mineral potential.
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o Work with First Nations partners to develop and deliver a strategy for
engagement with stakeholders, local government, and the public.

Date Prepared/Revised: February 14, 2025

Ministry Executive Sponsor:
Name: David Muter, Assistant Deputy Minister, LUPCE Phone: 250-217-5385

Alternate Contact for Issue:
Name: Tricia Morris, Director, Land Use Planning Phone: 778-698-9348
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ADVICE TO MINISTER

CONFIDENTIAL -
ISSUES NOTE No-mining orders (OICs)

Ministry of Water, Land and Resource |ssued under the

Stewardship Environment and Land Use Act
Date: March 27, 2025

Minister Responsible: Hon. Randene Neill

ADVICE AND RECOMMENDED RESPONSE:

¢ Reconciliation with First Nations and enhanced co-stewardship of
B.C.’s lands and waters are key elements of our government’s
approach to managing natural resources for the benefit of everyone
who lives here.

e The Declaration Act, which was passed unanimously in 2019, requires
the Province to take all measures necessary to ensure the laws of
British Columbia are consistent with the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

e Our government implemented interim measures in the Gitxaata Nation
and Ehattesaht First Nation territories as part of an ongoing effort to
address these Nations’ concerns and support reconciliation, while
broader work continues to reform the Mineral Tenure Act in response
to the 2023 B.C. Supreme Court ruling.

e Let me be very clear... These measures do not constitute a First Nation
veto over mining in these areas.

¢ Instead, they support reconciliation by preventing the registration of
new mineral claims, temporarily pausing current mining activities
(which are limited) and pausing the issuance of new permits in
Gitxaala and Ehattesaht territories — subject to further consultation
and agreement from these Nations.

e These measures align with the broader work proposed as part of the
reform of the Mineral Tenure Act.

e Our government is firmly committed to implementing the Mineral

Tenure Act modernization in consultation and in cooperation with title
and rights holders, as indicated in the Declaration Act Action Plan.
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o We will also work with industry, stakeholders, the public and other
partners as this process unfolds.

e This will be challenging work, but we are confident that by working
together, we can modernize the Mineral Tenure Act while maintaining a
vibrant mineral exploration and mining sector that continues to
contribute to reconciliation and economic prosperity for everyone.

If needed:

e The Environment and Land Use Act was enacted in 1971. Over the
course of 54 years, orders have been made by the Lieutenant Governor
in Council, on the recommendation of the Environment and Land Use
Committee, for a variety of reasons to support protecting and
conserving the environment and guiding land use decisions.

e These uses include pauses to commercial or industrial activity within
specified areas to provide time and space to undertake land use
planning, which is critical to long-term economic and environmental
sustainability.

e For instance, starting in 2014, the Province issued orders under the
Environment and Land Use Act to restrict mineral and coal activities in
the Klappan River area in the Northwest.

e The Province also implemented interim restrictions with respect to
existing permits for oil and gas activities in the Blueberry River First
Nation’s Claim Area, following the Blueberry River First Nations
(Yahey) v. Province of British Columbia Supreme Court decision in
2021.

e In 2012, the Province enacted an order to establish the Sliammon
Forest Area. The order restricted the Minister of Forest’s ability to
enter into a forest agreement for the purposes of harvesting timber
within the Sliammon Forest Area unless the forest agreement was
entered into with the Sliammon First Nation (now Tla’amin) or its
representative. That order was enacted for a period of five years.
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KEY FACTS:

On March 11, 2024, business law firm McMillan LLP posted an article on its website entitled
“The Latest Risk to the BC Natural Resource Sector: Government Uses Little Known Law to
Freeze Mining Rights Unless First Nations Consent”
https://mcmillan.ca/insights/publications/the-latest-risk-to-the-bc-natural-resource-sector-
government-uses-little-known-law-to-freeze-mining-rights-unless-first-nations-consent/

The article was co-authored by Robin Junger, who was critical of the government’s proposed
amendments to the Land Act earlier in 2024. The article focuses on interim measures taken by
the B.C. government in early March 2024 under the Environment and Land Use Act to “place
restrictions on mineral claim registrations and mining activities in Gitxaata Nation and Ehattesaht
First Nation territories.” https://news.gov.bc.ca/30420

The Orders in Council (OICs) pause current mining activities (which are limited) and the
issuance of new permits in Gitxaala and Ehattesaht territories, and they prevent the registration
of new mineral claims without agreement by the respective nations.

The two First Nations and the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Low Carbon Innovation agreed to
support amendments to the OICs if the Ehattesaht First Nation or Gitxaata Nation were to reach
an agreement with companies seeking to explore or mine in their territories, but the ELUA orders
themselves do not specify that certain activities may be permitted if an agreement is reached with
either of the First Nations. If any changes to the orders are to be made, they would be done in
consultation with the two First Nations.

Advice/Recommendations

BACKGROUND

In September 2023, the B.C. Supreme Court declared that the provincial Crown’s conduct in
establishing an online system that allows for the automatic registration of mineral claims (without
creating a system for consultation) breaches the constitutional obligation that the Crown has to
consult with First Nations. Justice Ross gave the Province 18 months to make changes to the
registration system to incorporate the duty to consult. The Province’s duty to consult with First
Nations (with respect to decisions that would impact their rights) is well established by Section 35
of the Constitution Act, the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act and the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

In the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act Action Plan, the Province committed
to modernizing the MTA in consultation and in co-operation with First Nations. In June 2023, the
Mineral Tenure Act Modernization Office was established by the Province — alongside the First
Nations Leadership Council and the B.C. technical working group — to support the
modernization of this legislation.

The Environment and Land Use Act and how it’s been used previously:

The Environment and Land Use Act (ELUA) provides the Lieutenant Governor in Council (LGIC)
— following a recommendation of the Environment and Land Use Committee (ELUC) — with
the authority to make any orders they consider necessary or advisable respecting the
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environment or land use. This is a broad authority that provides LGIC with the flexibility to
respond to new and emerging issues quickly.

In the current context, the September 2023 Gitxaata v. British Columbia ruling of the B.C.
Supreme Court declared that the provincial Crown’s conduct in establishing an online system
allowing automatic registration of mineral claims without creating a system for consultation
breaches the obligations of the Crown to First Nations. The Supreme Court provided the
Province with 18 months to modify the design of the mineral claim registration system to
incorporate the duty to consult.

Legislative reform is a time-consuming and resource-intensive process. While this work
continues, mining activity (including staking) was allowed to continue on Gitxaata and
Ehattesaht territory, which would continue to impact their rights until broader legislative changes
could take place.

The Environment and Land Use Act orders (OICs) that were enacted to defer mining activities
on Gitxaata and Ehattesaht territory will support the Province time and space to advance its
commitments to reconciliation with the Gitxaata and Ehattesaht Nations while broader changes
to the Mineral Tenure Act continue.

The Province took a similar approach to creating interim restrictions with respect to oil and gas
activities in the Blueberry River First Nation’s Claim Area, following the Blueberry River First
Nations (Yahey) v. Province of British Columbia Supreme Court decision in 2021. In that
decision, the Supreme Court determined that the Treaty 8 rights of the Blueberry River First
Nations had been breached by development authorized by the provincial government over many
years. In response to that decision, the Province entered into an initial agreement with Blueberry
River First Nations to suspend previously authorized oil and gas permits in the Claim Area
pending further negotiation and agreement from Blueberry River First Nations.

Another example is when ELUA orders are made to protect areas from further industrial
development in advance of creating a provincial park, providing the broader benefit of protecting
the area in the interim while longer-term conservation plans are established.

The Environment and Land Use Act was enacted in 1971. Over the course of 54 years, orders
have been made by LGIC, on the recommendation of ELUC, for a variety of reasons to support
protecting and conserving the environment and guiding land use decisions. These uses include
establishing protected areas, prohibiting specific activities within specific areas and deferring
activities within specific areas. The authority provided by the Environment and Land Use Act
does not restrict the Province from suspending previously issued permits.

Media Interest: Following the McMillan LLP article, Business in Vancouver also published an
article about these OICs on March 12, 2024 (https://www.biv.com/news/resources-
agriculture/concerns-raised-over-bcs-temporary-targeted-mining-ban-8433809)

Communications contact Thomas Winterhoff, Sr. PAO, GCPE WLRS 778 679-5541

Program contact Patrick Glanc, Manager, Reconciliation, Lands and Government Financial
Natural Resource Policy Division, WLRS information

File created March 18, 2024

File updated March 27, 2025
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Issue: Northwest Interim Measures and Land Use Planning

Recommend Response:

e The Ministry, along with the Ministry of Mining and Critical
Minerals has been mandated “to enable mining exploration
and development in British Columbia’s northwest in
partnership with First Nations in a manner that helps achieve
our Provincial commitment to protect 30% of lands and
waters by 2030 and creates economic growth and
opportunity in the region”.

e Ministry staff have been engaged with Tahltan, Taku River
Tlingit, Kaska, Gitanyow and Nisga’a First Nations in
preparation for upcoming LUP projects spanning 16M ha in
Northwest BC.

e Through Land Use Planning, these Nations, along with
providing certainty for the mining and exploration sector, are
seeking to establish new conservation areas over
approximately a third of the area to protect important cultural
and ecological landscapes.

Additional Response points (if needed):

¢ Nations have requested that Interim Measures (IMs) be
implemented as a temporary measure that will prevent
further mineral and placer staking in these areas while the
planning projects are underway.

e Government is currently in the process of engaging with the
mining sector and with First Nations to determine the best
approach forward.

Prepared for 2025/26 Estimates Debate
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e The northwest LUP area includes the ‘Golden Triangle’ and
other areas of high critical mineral interest and potential, and
BC is experiencing a generational opportunity to strengthen
the critical minerals (CM) sector, access global markets and
secure new jobs. This can only be done if there is clarity on
where development can happen and where conservation is
needed.

Key Facts:

e LUP provides an opportunity to resolve land use conflicts at the local level.
Strategic planning helps to define ‘what’ can occur and ‘where’, in a planning
area and supports improved land base predictability.

e The annual $7.8M LUP budget supports technical planning staff in regions; policy
and project coordination in branch; and planning-focused positions within the
Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation and the Ministry of Mining
and Critical Minerals.

e [Ms for the four NW LUP projects would limit the registration of new mineral, coal
and/or placer claims in specified areas. They would be implemented either
through a No Registration Reserve (by the Chief Gold Commissioner) under the
Mineral Tenure Act for smaller targeted areas or through an Environment and
Land Use Act (ELUA) order under the Environment and Land Use Act for larger
areas.

¢ As planning projects mature beyond the scoping phase, engagement with
affected groups and stakeholders will commence through the formal planning
processes. Public engagement will ensure that all affected land users understand
and support planning options. Public engagement will be a primary focus of LUP
work in the coming year.

February 14, 2024/Revised: April 1, 2025

Ministry Executive Sponsor:

Name: James Cuell Phone: 250-877-1615
Alternate Contact for Issue: Government Financial Information
Name: Brian Kolman Phone:
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Issue: Approach to 30 Percent Conservation by 2030

Recommend Response:

e BC’s ongoing commitment to protecting 30 percent of lands
and waters by 2030 (30 x 30) reflects the importance of
conserving biodiversity and ecosystem health for community
well-being, climate change mitigation, and economic
stability.

e My mandate letter directs me to work with the Minister of
Mining and Critical Minerals to achieve 30 x 30, reflecting the
economic challenges BC is facing. The Province will achieve
30 x 30 in a manner that creates economic growth and
opportunity.

e Conservation efforts are best advanced through publicly
involved land use planning processes that consider
environmental, economic, and cultural values. Land use
plans in the Northwest, for example, will be foundational to
achieving 30 x 30 and will also result in significant economic
opportunities for First Nations, industry, and the Province.

e The Province is advancing other important conservation
initiatives that will enhance the quality of BC’s conservation
network and improve climate change resiliency, including
advancing the draft Biodiversity and Ecosystem Health
Framework and recognizing ecological corridors.

Additional Response points (if needed):

e Land use planning is intended to be used in areas where
new land use objectives are needed.

e In these areas, the modernized land use planning process
will reduce natural resource utilization conflicts and will
create improved economic certainty and investment.

e Planning scenarios can result in a shift in the economies in
these areas, both positively and negatively.
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Page 40 of 592 2025 Estimate Notes



2025/26 Estimates Debate

Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Detailed socio-economic analysis is done to understand
those shifts and to support decision-making.

e Engagement and collaboration are key to this work. The goal
of modernized land use planning is to work in partnership
with First Nations in a way that also includes meaningful
engagement with stakeholders, including local governments,
industry, non-government organization, and the public.

Key Facts:

e There is scientific consensus that a minimum of 30 percent protection of lands
and waters is required to address the dual biodiversity and climate change
crises.

e Formal adoption of 30 x 30 was made at the United Nations Biodiversity
Conference (COP15) in Montreal in December 2022.

e Areas that can count towards 30 percent must follow international guidelines and
fall into two categories:

o Parks and protected areas — geographically defined areas that are
established specifically to provide biodiversity conservation.

o Other effective area-based conservation measures (OECMs) —
geographically defined areas that are not specifically established to
provide biodiversity conservation but are managed such that conservation
Is achieved.

e Aspects of Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas (IPCAs) are expected to
contribute to the 30 percent target once government-to-government planning
processes are completed and new land use plans are established. In some
cases, IPCAs may contain areas or zones where some level of economic
development may occur that would not meet international standards for
biodiversity conservation. In these cases, only the areas within an IPCA that
provide effective biodiversity conservation would count towards the 30 percent
target.

e As 0f 2023, BC conserved 18.5 million hectares, or 19.7 percent of the land
base. This includes 15.6 percent in protected areas and 4.1 percent in OECMs.

e Total additions in 2024 are still being tallied, but it is expected that more than
250,000 hectares were protected or conserved across the province, bringing us
to at least 20 percent.

Date Prepared/Revised: February 13, 2025

Ministry Executive Sponsor:

Name: David Muter Phone: 250-217-5385
Alternate Contact for Issue:
Name: Heather Wiebe Phone: 778-916-4005
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